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We will now proceed briefly to confider,

IV. Proruecies relating to various other Na-
TIONS 1 the WoRLD.

Thefe prophecies refpect the Ithmaelites ; the
Edomitess Nineveh; Babylon; Tyre and Sidon ;
Egypt; Damels vifion of the ram and he-goat ;
Alexander’s great dominion; Xerxes, the rich
king of Perfia; Seleucus, king of the North ;
and Ptelemy, king of the South. Daniel xi. 6.
Aantiochus Epiphanes, king of Syria, a wvile per-
fon (Dan. xt. 219) and Ptolemy Philometor, king
of Egypt, fpeak lies at one table, at an enter-
tainment at Memphis. Dan. xi. 27. Prophecies
concerning the Roman empire, and the pope of
Rome. See Dr. Newton’s Differtations, vel. 1.
p. 133, 139, 151, 155. Prophecies relating to
the deftruétion of Jerufalem: on the figns pre-
ceding its-deftrution: of the circumftances which
happened during the fiege, and after it: and its
final ruin, and the confequences of it. See Dr.
Newton, differt. xvii. xix. xx, xxt. St, Paul’s
prophecy of the man of fin, p. 337--403; and
his prophecy of the apoftacy of the latter times,
p. 404--4§1. And, laftly, the prophecies, in a
regular feries, in the book of the Revelations.---
Thus you have, at one view, the outlines of the
prophetic fyftem of Gob.---We fhall only give
fome fhort hints of the above fyftem, and then
proceed to confider the laft great evidence of

the
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the infpiration and divine authority of the holy
Scriptures, 1. €. the divine charalter of the
founder of chriftianity, and the excellent moral
charatter of the penmen.

1. PropHECY relating to the IsuMAELITES.

Gen. xvi. 12. He will be a wild man: his hand
will be againft every man, and every man’s hand
againft him: and he fhall dwell in the prefence
of all his brethren.---Gen. xvil. 20. As for
Ithmael, I have blefled him, and will multiply

him exceedingly : twelve princes fhall he beget,
and I will make him a great nation.---See this

admirably explained and demonftrated from the
Hiftory of the Arabians, in Dr. Newton’s Differ-
tations, vol. 1. p. 37--63.

2. ProprHECIES relating to the E.poMiTEs.
Gen. xxv. 23. Two manner of people fhall be
feparated from thy bowels: the elder fhall ferve
the younger.---See Dr. Newton, vol. 1. p. 64--84.

3. PropHECIES relating to NINEVEH.

Jonah 111, 3. Nineveh was an exceeding great
city ; much larger than Babylon: it was 1n the
form of a long {quare, twenty miles long and
twelve broad, and above fixty miles in compafs :
the whole number of inhabitants amounted to near
fix hundred thoufand. Jonah 1is reckoned one of
the moft ancient of all the prophets: he preached
to the Ninevites about the latter end of Jehu’s
Vor. 11, M reign,
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reign, Nahum lived about the time of Jothain’s
reign: he foretold the total and intire deftru&ion
of Nineveh: his whole prophecy relates to this
SINGLE EVENT, and he defcribes and paints it in
colours dreadfully fublime.---See it glorioufly
illuftrated by Dr. Newton, vol. i. p. 246--275.

4. PropuECIES concerning BasvLon.

Babylon was a very great and ancient city: it
was very much improved by Nebuchadnezzar, and
was one of the wonders of the world: it was fifteen
miles {quare : the river Euphrates ran under the
walls, through the middle of the city.---See a
moft ftriking and aftonifhing defcription of its
walls, keys, bridge, the lake, ditches and canals
made for the draining of the river, the palaces
and the hanging gardens, the temple of Belus,
with an account of its hundred gates, its fifty
fireets, each fifteen miles long, and the whole
city laid out in fix hundred and feventy - fix
{quares, all defcribed in a moft lively manner in
the eloquent Rollin’s Ancient Hiftory, vol. ii.
p- 10--28. And the prophecies finely illuftrated
by Rollin, vol. ii. p. ¥39--166; and in Dr.
Prideaux’s Connex. vol. 1. p. 133; with Dr.
Newton’s Differtations, vol. i. p. 276--313:
where all the prophecies are difplayed at large,
and moft charmingly illuftrated from ancient
hiftory. Nothing can be a more delicious and
nftruCtive entertainment to young perfons of
genius.
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genius and tafte, than thefe admirable falts con-
cerning the grandeur and deftrution of Babylen.

5. ProruEcies concerning TyYRE and Sivox.

Sidon was the ancient city, and Tyre was the
daughter of Sidon+: but in time excelled the
mother, and became a mart of nations. 1In
Ifaiah xxiii. 2, we read of the merchants of
Sidon; and 1n verfe 8, Tyre 1s called the crown-
ing city, whofe merchants are princes, and the
honourable of the earth. In Ezekiel xxvi. 4,
Gop threatens to break down her tewns, and
Icrape her duft from her,.and make her like the
top of a rock; that it fhould be a place for
fithermen to {pread their nets upon---and fo it is
at this very day.---Nebuchadnezzar beflieged it
for thirteen years: he began the fiege in the year
of the world 3419, before Chnift ¢85, in the
twenty-firft year of his reign, and the fourth after
the deftrution of Jerufalem, and at the time
when Ithobal was king of Tyre. And Gobp gave
Egypt as wages to Nebuchadnezzar and his army
for this long and hard fervice againft Tyre. See
Ezekiel xxix. 18, 19. Son of man, the king of
Babylon caufed his army to ferve a great fervice;
yet had they no wages. 1 will give the land of
Egypt, and it fhall be wages for his army.---
How clear and how admirable 1s this ! and what
licht doth profane hiftory caft upon the facred

preditions of Gop !---Tyre was befieged, and
M2 taken
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taken again by Alexander the Great, in the fpace
of feven months only, in the year of the world
3672, and before Chrift 332.---See thefe faéts
wonderfully defcribed by Rollin, vol. vi, p. 186 ;
and Dr. Newton, vol. 1. p. 336--339; and Dr.
Prideaux’s Connexion, vol. ii. p. 6g2.---1 de-
clare that my pleafure in viewing thefe fa&s is
unfpeakable: and I feel fuch aftonithment and
{atisfaltion concerning the divine infpiration of
the prophets, as no tongue can exprefs, and no
heart can conceive, unlefs a man reads with the
{ame attention, relith, and fertoufnefs. I would
again exhort my dear young readers to this de-
hghtful work, which will give them unutterable
profit and delight,

6. Prorrscizs concerning Ecyrr.

There 1s a remarkable prophecy of Ezekiel,
which comprehends, in little, the fate of Egypt,
from the days of Nebuchadnezzar to the prefent
time. FYor therein it is foretold, that after the
defolation of the land, and the captivity of the
people by Nebuchadnezzar (Ezek. xxix. 14, 1 5)
it {hould be a bafe kingdom: it fhall be the
bafeft of the kingdoms, neither fhall it exalr
itfelf any more above the nations: I will make
the land wafte, and there fhall be no more a
prince of the land of Egypt.---See 2 moft beauti-
ful demontitration of this prophecy in Dr. New-

ton, vol, 1. p. 578.---Thus we fee how Niveveh,
Babylon,
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Babylon, Tyre, and Egypt, the great adverfaries
and oppreflors of the Jews, have been vifited by
divine vengeance for their outrages on the light
and law of nature, as well as for their enmity
and cruelty to the people of Gop.

7. DanieL’s vision of the RaM and the HE-GOAT.

Dan. vii1. 20. The ram with two horns is the
king of Media and Perfia: and the rough goat
1s the king of Greece ; and the great horn is the
firft king, 1. e. Alexander the Great, who beat
Darius in three diftinét battles, at the Granicus,

at Iffus, and at Arbela.---See Dr. Newton’s ad-
mirable Differtations, vol. ii. p. 1--62.

Whilft Alexander the Great lay at the fiege of
Tyre with his army, he went up to Jerufalem in

Perfon, where the high prieft produced and laid
before him the prophecies of Daniel, wherein it

was written, that a king of Grecia fhould over-
throw the Perfian empire, which he interpreted
of himfelf. After this he granted peculiar pri-
vileges to the Jews, and proceeded in his expedi-
tion with full confidence and aflurance of fuccefs.
Four horns fucceeded to this great horn, Alexan-
der. Dan. viii. 8. Thefe four horns were four
of Alexander’s great captains, who divided his
emptire amongft them, when he died of a drunken
debauch at Babylen, about the thirty-third year
of his age. Thefe four captains were Cassanpzr,
who held Macedon and Greece, and the #eftern

parts:
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parts: Lysimacuus had Thrace and Bithynia,
and the Northern regions: ProrLemy poflefled
Egypt dnd the Southern countries : and Sereucus
obtained Syria and the Egffern provinces. Thus
were they divided towards the four winds of
heaven. And all this is admirably exprefled in
that one fingle verfe, 8. Therefore the he-goat
waxed very great, and when he was ftrong the
great horn was broken; and for it came up four
notable ones, toward the four winds of heaven.---
Reader, are you not filled with unutterable
aftonithment and delight ?---Out of one of thefe
four horns came a little horn, which waxed ex-
ceeding great. Dan. viil. 9. This little horn is
thought to be Antiochus Epiphanes, king of
Syrta, who was a great enemy and cruel perfecu-
tor of the Jews. Sir Ifaac Newton and Dr.
Thomas Newton are rather inclined to apply this
to the Roman empire, which was then nfing in
the world. We muft refer our inquifitive readers
to them for farther light and fatisfa&tion on this
head.---We muft proceed to give fhort hints of
the remaining prophectes juft fo far as to be a
pleafing and inftruétive introduétion to larger
works, which illuftrate and evince the faithful-
nefs of Gop in the fulfilment of his predictions.

8. Proprrcies concerning the four xincs of
Persia, efpecially XEerxes.

‘The fourth, who was the moft rich and power-
ful.
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ful.---Dan. xi. 2. And now, fays the angel, ¥
will thew thee the truth; behold, there fhail
ftand up yet three kings in Perfia, and the fourth
fhall be far richer than they all: and by his
firength chrough his riches he fhall ftir up all
againft the realm of Grecia. Here the vifion of
the ram and the he-goat are again more clearly
and explicitly revealed by an angel: {o that
this latter prophecy may not mnproperly be faid
to be a comment and explanation of the former,
concerning the ram and the he-goat. let it be
obferved, that the four kings are thofe which
fucceeded Cyrus the Great: the firft was his fon
Cambyfes: the fecond was Smerdes, the magi-
cian, who pretended to be another fon of Cyrus,
but was really an impoftor: the third was Darius,
the fon of Hyftafpes, who married the daughter
of Cyrus: and the fourth after Cyrus, who was
far richer than they all, was Xerxes, the {fon and
fucceffor of Darius: this was he who ftirred up
all, both fubje&s and allies, againft the realm of
Grecia. Xerxes’s expedition into Greece is one
of the moft memorable adventures in ancient
hiftory, and was the grand caufe which after-
wards provoked Alexander the Great to invade
and conquer Afia, in the reign of Darius Codo-
mannus. Alexander is thus characterized, ver. 3.
And a mighty king fhall ftand up, that fhall rule

with great dominion, and do according to his
| will ;
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will: but his kingdom was foon to be broken,
and divided amongft his four great captains, as
we have feen above, and as it was foretold in
ver. 4. His kingdom fhall be divided towards
the four winds of heaven; but not to his own
pofterity, which were foon cut off and rooted up
from the earth, It was fald of him in the pro-
phecy, that he was a mighty king and conqueror:
that he ruled with great dominion, not only over
Greece and the whole Perfian empire, but like-
wife added India to his conquefts.----See Dr.
Newton’s Differtations, vol. 1. p. 69, 70.

g. Propuecres concerning the xinc of the
Norta and the xinG of the Soutn.

The king of the North was Antiochus Epipha-
nes, king of Syria; and the king of the South
was his nephew Ptolemy Philometor, king of
Egypt. Dan. x1. 27. And both thefe kings
hearts fhall be to do mufchief; and they fhall
{peak lies at one table, when they frequently eat
and convened together at Memphis, in Egypt.—--
See this finely illuftrated by Dr. Gill, 1n his Ex-
pofition on this chapter; and 1n Dr. Newton, in
vol. 11. p. 119. See likewife Dr. Prideaux’s
Connexion, and Rollin’s Ancient Hiftory. 1In
thefe excellent authors the inquifitive reader will

meet with the moft exquilite fatisfattion and
delight.

V. ProPHECIES



[ 97 1

V. Proruecies concerning the rore of Rowms,
and the RiSE of POPERY.

The very firf view of the pope we have in
Daniel vii. 8. 1 confidered the horns, and be-

hold, there came up among them another horn :
ard behold, in this horn were eyes like the eyes
of a man, and 2 mouth fpeaking great things.
Ver. 20. Even of that horn that had eyes, and a
mouth that {pake very great things, whofe look
wds more ftout than his fellows. Ver. 25. And
he fhall fpeak great things againft the moft High,
and fhall wear out the faints of the moft High,
and think to change times and laws: and they
fhall be given into his hand until a time, i. e.
360 Years, and times of twice 360 years, that is
720 years, and half a time, i, e. half of 360
years, that i1s 180 years. Now 360, 720, 180,
is Jult 1260 years; and fo long popery is to laft
i the world.---See all this admirably explained
by Dr. Gill, in his Expofition of the viiith. of
Daniel; and by Dr. Newton, in his Diflertation
on the Four Beafts, and the Littte Horn, which
fprang up from {mall beginnings out of the
Roman empire. See vol. i. 8vo.

The fecond view we have of the pope and
popery you will find in Daniel xi. 36--39. And
the king fhall do according to his will, and he
fhall exalt himfelf, and magnify himfelf above
every god, and fhall fpeak marvellous things

VoL. 11 N againft
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againft the Gop of gods. Neither fhall he regard
the Gop of his fathers, .. e. the Gop of the
primitive chriftian fathers; nor the defire of
women, 1. €. he fhall pretend to great chaftity,
and forbid all the thoufands of his priefts to
marry ; nor regard any god, i. e. he will fet all
divine authority at defiance, for he fhall magnify
himfelf above all.----This exaétly correfponds
with the apoftle Paul’s defcription of the man of
fin, the fon of perdition, who oppofeth and ex-
alteth himfelf above all that is called Gob, or
that is worfhipped ; fo that he as Gob f{itteth in
the temple of Gob, fhewing himfelf that he is
Gop. 2 Thef. ii. 3, 4.---Thefe two piétures of
Daniel and Paul were certainly drawn for the
fame man, that is the pope of Rome, in the
feveral ages in which popery has flourithed in its
anti - chriftian ufurpation and power. Thefe
things are treated of at large by Dr. Gill, in his
Expofition of Daniel x1. by Sir Ifaac Newton, in
his Obfervations on Daniel; and by Dr. Newton,
in his Differtations, vol. ii, p. 132--167 : who
proceeds to the remaining part of the xith.
chapter of Daniel ; where he fhews that, after
the account of the degeneracy of the church,
there follows a predition of its punithment,
efpecially in the Eaftern part of it, by the Sara-
cens and TuRrks, p. 167--171. Judea and the
neighbouring countries to be fubdued, but the

Arabians
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Arabians to efcape. Dan. xi. 41. This was not
verified by Antiochus Epiphanes, but by the
Turks, p. 171--174. The Turks could never
fubdue the Arabians; but, on the contrary, pay
them an annual penfion, p. 174--177. The total
{fubjetion of Egypt, together with Libya and
Ethiopia, not accomplithed by Antiochus, but
by the Turks, p. 177--181. The reft of the
prophecy vet to be fulfilled, p. 181. Cannot be
applied to Antiochus, but belongs to the Ottoman
empire, p. 182--184. What the tidings from the
Eaft and North, p. 184--186. What meant by
going forth to deftroy, and utterly to make away
many, p. 186, 187. What by planting his camp
between the feas in his GLORIOUS HOLY MoOuN-
TAIN, ver. 45. p. 187, The fame things fore-
told by Ezekiel, in his prophecy concerning Gog
of the land of Magog, p. 187, 188. An en-
quiry into the time of thefe events, p. 190. A
conjecture about the different periods of 1260
years, 1290 years, and 133§ years, p. 191--194.
Conclufion, to fhew the vaft variety and extent
of this prophecy, which reaches from the time of
Daniel quite down to the general refurreétion and
the day of judgment: and from this aftonithing
prophecy, we may clearly demonftrate that Daniel
was a true prophet of Gob, p. 195.

YI1. ProruECIES
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VI. PropuECIES concerning the DESTRUcCTION

of JerusaLEM, given by our Lorp Jesus in
MaTTHEW, chap. xxiv.

Dr. Newton views thefe praphecies in four
parts, vol. il. p. 199--336. My defign is to
introduce my readers to his moit judicious and
ftriking Differtations. I fhall therefore only hint
at the signs preceding its deftrution---the Timz
itfelf marked out by our Lord and faviour-~--the
dreadful diftrefles and horrors of the fiege---and

the canfequences of 1ts deftrution to this very
day.

(. The signs of the pesTrucTION of the ciTy
and TEMPLE of JERUSALEM.

Qur blefled faviour treats of his coming by his
awful juftice and the deftruction of Jerufalem,
from the 4th to the 31ft verle inclufive. See
Matth. xxiv. Mark xui. and Luke xxi. which [
defire you would read attentively in their con-
nexion and harmony, as thefe chapters relate to
one of the moit terrible events that ever hap-
pened in the world ; and can never be read too

often, nor without the utmoft aftonifhment and
conviétion.

Falfe Chrifts was the firft fign of the approach-
ing ruin of Jerufalem.---Matth. xxiv. 4, . Take
heed that no man deceive you: for many fhall

ceme in my name, faying, I am Chrift; and fhall
decerve
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deceive many. And it is well known, from
Jolephus and other writers, that, after our Lord’s
afcenfion to glory, falfe Chrifts rafe up to delude

the Jews for farty years together, even till the
rwin of Jerufalem.

The {econd figns of the deftruétion of Jerufa-
lem, are feveral terrible calamities, as wars and

rumours of wars, famines, peftilence, and earth-
quakes in divers places, ver. 67.

Thurdly, Fearful fights and great figns from
heaven, p. 224--228. The doCor relates many
awtul ones from Jofephus, who treats of them at
large in his Hiftory of the Jewith War, book vi,
chap. v. {e&t. 3. Hudfon’s edition. Let the
Englifh reader fee the new edition juft publithed
by Fielding and Walker, 4to.---Let me intreat
my dear reader to fix an idea of thefe dreadfyl
ligns of the ruin of the Jews deeply in his ming,

and compare them with the figns of the prefent
times in Great-Britain.

2. The TiME of the deftru&ion of Jerufalem
was marked out by our Lord. He affirmed that
it would be in the prefent generation; and that
lome then living would behold and fuffer thefe
calamities, p. 318. Matth. xxiv. 34. Verily I
fay unto you, this generation fhall not pafs, till
all thefe things be fulfilled. Matth. xvi. 28.
‘There are fome ftanding here, who thall not tafte
death, till they {ee the {fon of man coming in his

kingdom. 3. The
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3. The p1sTRESSES and HORRORS of the sizeE
are defcribed in ftriking colours by our Lord,
forty years before the event, and difplayed by
Jofephus, who was an eye-witnefs of them, and
who was preferved by the providence of Gop on
purpofe to record them in his Hiftory of the
Jewith War with the Romans, See alfo Dr,
WNewton, vol. i, p. 288--29a, We can only
remark, that women boiled and eat their own
children : and that the number who were flain,
and perifhed by famine in this dreadful war,
amounted to above thirteen hundred thoufand,
befides ninety-feven thoufand who were taken
captives, and fold for flaves.

4. The consequences of the prsTrRucTiON of
the crtvy and TEMPLE of JERUSALEM.

Thefe are various and aftonithing; but we
thall only fele& out two, that muflt {trike every
man of a wife and ferious underftanding.

That the Jews are rooted up from their own
land, difperfed into all nations, and yet kept a
diftin& people. This 1s a ftanding MIRACLE be-
fore all worlds.

The utter ruin of the TemprLE, and the im-
poflibility of re-building it.----Julian, the apof-
tate, a little after the year 360, out of f{pite at
our faviour, and contempt of his prediction,
“ That Jerufalem fhould be trodden down of the



I 103 1]

Gentiles, and that not one ftone of the temple
fhould be left upon auother,” refolved that he
would defeat the prophecy, and reftore the Jews.
He propofed to begin with re-building the tem-
ple at Jerufalem, with the greateft magnificence »
Alypius, his lieutenant, was appointed to fuper-
intend and haften the work: but horrible ballg
of fire burfting out near the foundations, burnt
the workmen feveral times, and rendered the
place inacceflible; and thus the enterprife was
laid afide. What a fignal providence was this,
that all attempts to build Jerufalem fhould be
fruftrated ; and that, rather than the prophecies
fhould be defeated, an aftonithing work was
wrought by providence, even by the teftimony
of a faithful heathen hiftorian.*---See Dr. New-
ton, vol. 1i. p. 300; and Dr. Warburton’s Julian;
where the evidence for the miracle is fet in the
{trongeft light, and all objections are clearly re-
futed, to the triumph of TrRuTH, and the con-
fufion of INFIDELITY.

By tracing the hiftory of Jerufalem, from the
deftruction by Titus, in the year of our Lord 7o,
to this very day, Jan. 1, 1779, it will evidently
appear, that as the Jews have been led away
‘captive into all nations, fo Jerufalem hath been
trodden down of the Gentiles. There are now
1700 years, in which the Jewifh nation have been

a ftanding

® Ammianus Marcellinus, lib, xxiii, chap, i,



