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own land, and rooted up totally from Judea---
to be difperfed into all nations under heaven,
and yet fubfit as a diftin&t people---finding no
comfort or folid reft, having no lands---no civil
government of their own, no kings, no magif-
trates---creatures of no confequence, but for their
money---often oppreffed and fpoiled, as though
all mankind 1magined they had no right to moral
juftice and the common offices of humanity---
their children taken violently from them by the
papifts in Spain and Portugal---and on the ac-
count of all thefe diftrefles, oppreflions, and
cruelties, they were to be driven to madnefs and
defperation---and, in the frenzy of defpair, to
ferve other Gods; that is, to profefs the popith
religion, and give into their idolatrous worthip ;
and all this with hypocrify and deceit---you fee
it was likewife prophecyed concerning them, that
they fhould become a proverb, a by-word, and
the object of derifion and contempt to the whole
world---that all mankind fhould hate and fcorn
them as the filth and off-fcouring of all things---
and, what compleats this object of amazement
and terror, their plagues fhould be wonderful,
even great plagues, and of long continuance.
And, Oh! moft holy and terrible Gop, how
long! how long! have they continued; even
from the deftruction of Jerufalem, fevénteen

hundred years ago, to this very day! and all
this
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this for that greateft of all crimes, infidelity!
infidelity againft the Lord Jefus, the Son of
Gop! O! the defperate venom, the infinite
evil of the fin of unbelief! Tremble, ye infidels
of England, and dread the vengeance of an in-
jured Gop !

The fin of iNFIDELITY In the Jews 1s always
to be viewed as the moft capital fin of that na-
tion; and, indeed, it is the blackeft crime of any
nation; and it is the carrtaL sy of Great-
Britain at this very hour. Truly, Britons, you
ought to tremble when you confider how awfully
Gob has punifhed the Jews for their rejeétion of
Chrift. I am fure it fills me with aftonithment
and dread, when I confider the moft exaét cor-
re{pondence between the crime and the punifh-
ment of the Jews. And you muft find, my
countrymen, upon refletion, a very ftriking
connexion between their fin, and the juft judg-
‘ments of Gop for that fin; fo that the very time
and manner of their punifhment pointed out their
crime. Only recolleét the following fatts:

i. They put Jefus to death when the nation
was aflembled to celebrate the paffover: and
when the nation was affembled likewife to cele-
brate the paffover, Titus fhut them up within
the walls of Jerufalem.

2. The rejeltion of the true Meffiah, the Son
of Gop, was their dreadful crime : and their fol-
VoL. 11, K lowing
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lowing of falfe lying Mefliahs, to their deftruc-
tion, was their punifhment.

3. They fold and bought Jefus as a flave: and
they themfelves were afterwards fold and bought
as flaves, at the loweft price; ull, at laft, their
living fleth and blood became a drug, {o that
their vile carcaffes, though alive, would bear
no price: people confidered a Jewifh flave as a
nuifance and a plague to their houfe.

4. They preferred a robber and a feditious
murderer to Jefus, whom they crucified between
two thieves : and they themfelves were afterwards
infefted with bands of thieves and robbers. In-
deed Jerufalem itfelf was undone by the heads
and leaders of the vileft robbers and feditious
murderers} that ever lived on earth.

5. They put Jefus to death, left the Romans
fhould come and take away their place and na-
tion: and the Romans did come and take away
their place and nation. '

6. They crucitfied Jefus BerorE the waLrLs of
Jerufalem : and before the walls of Jerufalem
they themfelves were crucified in fuch numbers,
that it 1s faid, “ Room was wanting for the
croffes, and croffes for the bodies.”* Jofephus
on the Jewith War, book vi. chap. xii.---Is it

poflible, O! reader, for you, or any man, to lay
thefe

T John was at the Head of eight thoufand four hundred men, and Simon
had ten thoufand..--See Uther’s Annals, p. g03.

:" Five hundred Jews were fometimes crucified in one Day.---5¢ce Dr,
Gill, on Matth, xxvii. 2.
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thefe things together, and not-couclude the Jews
own imprecation to be dreadfully accomplifhed
upon them. ¢ His sLoop be on vs, and on our
caiLDREN.” Martth. xxviil. 24.

And now, O! ye Britons, let me intreat you,
by all the goodnefs of Gop’s nature, and by all
the terrors of his juftice, to lay all thofe things
to heart. It behoves us to confider the horrid
nature of infidelity, and how far we have imitated
the Jews in crucifying the Son of Gop. Have
we not abetted the Jews by our temper, our

actions, and our treatment of the Lord Jefus
Chrift.

O! ye nobles of Great-Britain, nothing can
make you truly noble but vitar FarTh in the
Son of Gop: that faith which is the exiftence,
bafis, and confident expeétation of good things,
hoped for; and the evidence, the light, and
power of demonftration of invifible perfons,
tranfaltions, and bleflings, which infpire a man
with a firm perfuafion, and impreffes him with a
keen conviétion that thefe things are eternal, and
that eternity is juft at hand. Nothing will fink
you fo deep into difgrace, contempt, and ruin,
as INFIDELITY ¢ nothing will ftamp eternal 1in-
famy on your charaéers fo much as a proud re-
je&tion and fcorn of the glorious gafpel of Chrift.
May Gob of his infinite mercy awaken you, and
all orders of men, from the higheft to the lowett,

K 2 to
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to tremble at the infinite evil and danger of un-
belief, and convince all forts of men of the ab-
folute neceffity of faith in Chrift, in order to
avoid the tremendous miferies which are coming
very fwiftly upon this luxurious, profligate, and
unbelieving people. Gobp 1s my witnefs, and I
dare call him for a record upon my foul, 2 Cor. 1.
23, that I love my country from the bottom of
my heart; I with well to all its befl interefts :
and, above all, I love the church of Chrift with
my whole foul, and thall rejoice to be an inftru-
ment of promoting its welfare, by animating its
members and younger minifters to greater de-
grees of holinefs and zeal for the glory of Chrift.

We thall now proceed briefly to point out fome
other prophecies concerning the Jews, but we
muft not enlarge on their accomplifhment in the
manner we have done the above, left this part
of my work prove difproportionate to the reft.

Other PROPHECIES relative to the prefent STATE
of the Jews.

1. The prophecies concerning the REsTORATION
of the two tribes of Judah and Benjamin, and the
p1ssOLUTION of the ten tribes. See Dr. Newton,
vol. 1. p. 201--215. The reftoration of the two
tribes foretold to be after feventy years, p. 202.
Fulfilled at three periods, p. 203. The ten
tribes to ceafe from being a people within fixty-

nve
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five years, p. 203. The prophecy how fulfilled.
See Haiah vii. 8. 'Within three fcore and five
years fhall Ephraim be broken, that it be not a
a people. See Dr. Newton, p. 205, and Dr.
Robert Lowth, the prefent bithop of London,
in his new Tranflation of Ifaiah, with a Pre-
liminary Differtation, and Notes Critical, Philo-
logical, and Explanatory, 4to. p. 60 of the
notes ; where this predittion 1s fet in the cleareft
light.  This great and elegant work of Dr.
Lowth on Ifaiah is only a farther demonftration,
added to his incomparable Przle@ions, that he
i1s the greateft mafter of Hebrew learning in,our
nation, and his works ought to be confidered as
the STANDARD of LITERARY TASTE: in a word,
he deferves to be ftiled the Loncinus of Eu-
ROPE; * yea, of the whole world.

But we now return to the Jews.---Dr. New-
ton enquires what i1s become of the ten tribes,
and where they are at prefent. He fhews the
vain conjectures of the Jews, p. 207. And ob-

ferves,

¥ 1 wifh this greatauthor would favour the world with a tranflation of
his excellent Preleltiones on the Sublimity of the Hebrew Scriptures :
furely there are thoufands of perfons of tafte in our land who cannot read
the ariginal’; and I almoft defpair of ever fecing this done in a manner
worthy of the work, if he himfelf thould not undertake it.---.] have a
tranflation, which I have compared with the original latin twice over, and
which has lain by me for nine years paft : if it was any ways equal to the
{pirit and beauty of the author’s work, I fhould be tempted to open a fub-
fcription for printing it ; even if it anfwered no other end but this, to
excite the author higfelf to fupprefsit, by promoting a tranflation of hig
own. Then we fhould fee a work in Englith which, I am not afraid to

(ay,
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ferves, that they did not all return with the two
tribes from the feventy years captivity in Baby-
lon, p. 209. Nor are they all {wallowed up and
loft among the heathen nations, p. 211. The
ten tribes ceafed from being a diftinét people,
after the fixty-five years, p. 212. The reafon
of this diftinttion between the two tribes and
the ten tribes, p. 214.

2. The pRESERVATION of the Jews, and the de-
ftrution of their enemies, p. 215. The prefer-
vation of the Jews one of the moft rLLusTRIOUS
acTs of divine providence, p. 216; nor lefs the
providence of Gop in the deftruétion of their
enemies, p. 218, Not only nations, but fingle
perfons, 1. e. the firft-born of Pharaoh, and
Pharaoh himielf ; Eglon, Jabin, Sifera. Nebu-
chadnezzar was ftricken with madnefs: Antio-
chus Epiphanes died in great aganies with ulcers,
and vermin iffuing from thofe ulcers, p. 220.
Herod, who was a great tyrant ta the Jews, died
in the fame miferable manner. Caligula, who
perfecuted the Jews for refufing divine honours
to his ftatues, was murdered in the flower of his

age,

fay, is the grand repofitory of facred criticifim on the original Seriptures
of the Old Teftament, and the ftandard of the true fublime as long as the
world fhall endure. For my own part, I am indebted to this great work
beyond expreffion ; and I wifh from the depth of my foul, 1 had begun to
ftudy it with the utmoft attention, when the work was firft publithed,
twenty-five years ago. This monument of my gratitude fhall remain in
my Contemplations as long as I fhall have any readers ; and I am only
forry that I can recommend it no better to the rifing age of true fcholaks
and yeung ftudents of genius and piety.
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age, after a fhort and wicked reign.---But fince
the Jews have abfolutely rejeéted the gofpel, and
have been no longer the people of Gop—-where
are now fuch vifible manifeftations of a divine
interpofition in their favour ?---The Jews would
do well to confider this point; for, rightly con-
fidered, it may be an effetual means of opening
their eyes, and of turning them to Chnft our
faviour.

3. The pesoLaTioNn of Judea is anether me-
morable inftance of the truth of prophecy, p. 221.
This defolation was foretold by the prophets,
p. 222. The prefent ftate of Judea is anfwerable
to the prophecies. No objetfon from hence to
its having been a land flowmng with milk and
honey. The Heathens, as well as Jews, teftify
it to have been a good land, p. 223. The
excellent Mr. Maundrell’s account of its pre-
{fent ftate, and the learned Dr. Shaw’s, p. 228.

4. The propHECIES of the INFIDELITY and RE-
jecTION of the Jews.---Nothing can be a ftronger
ot clearer proof of the divine infpiration of
the prophets, than their foretelling not only the
outward altions, but even the INWARD DISPOSI-
tioNs of men, many ages before thefe men were
in being. The prophets were naturally prejudiced
in favour of their own nation; but yet they fore-
tel the infidelity and reprobation of the Jews,

their difbelief of the Mefliah, and thereupon their
rejetion
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rejection by Gob. We will not multiply quota-
tions to this purpofe. It will be fufficient to
produce one or two paffages from the prophet
Ifaiah. The 53d chapter is a moft famous pro-
phecy of the Mefliah; and it begins with up-
braiding the Jews for their unbelief. Who hath
believed our report? and unto whom is the arm
of the Lord revealed ! which St. John (xi. 38.)

- and St. Paul (Rom. x. 16.) have exprefsly ap-

plied to the unbelieving Jews of their time. The
prophet afligns the reafon too, why they would
not receive the Mefliah, namely, becaufe of his
low and afflicted condition: and it 1s very well
known, that they rejected him on this account,
having all along expected him to come as a temn-
poral prince, and deliverer, in great glory.

The prophet had before been commiffioned to
declare unto the people the judgments of Gop
for their infidelity and difobedience (vi. 9. &c.)
And he faid, Go ye, and tell this people (zbis
people, not my people.) Hear ye indeed, but
underftand not; and fee ye indeed, but perceive
not. Make the heart of this people fat, and
make their ears heavy, and fhut their eyes; left
they {ee with their eyes, and hear with their ears,

and underftand with their heart, and convert,
and be healed.

This prophecy did not receive its full com-
pletion till the days of our Saviour: and in this
fenfe
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fenfe it is underftood and applied by the writers
of the New Teftament, and by our Saviour him-
felf. The prophet is then informed, that this
infidelity and obitinacy of his countrymen fhould
be of long duration. Then faid I, Lord, how
long? And he anfwered, Until the cities be
wafted without inhabitant, and the houfes with-
out man, and the land be utterly defolate, and
the Lord have removed men far away, and there
be a great forfaking in the midft of the land.
Here 1s a remarkable gradation in the denouncing
of thefe judgments. Not only Jerufalem and the
cities fhould be wafted without inhabitant, but
even the lingle houfes fhould be without man;
and not only the houfes of the cities fhould be
without man, but even the country fhould be
utterly defolate ; and not only the people thould
be removed out of the land, but the Lord thould
remove them far away ; and they fhould not be
removed for a fthort period, but there thould be
a great or rather a long for{aking in the midft of
the land. And hath not the world feen all thefe
particulars exaltly fulfilled ? Have not the Jews
Jaboured under a fpiritual blindnefs and infatua-
tion in hearing but not underftanding, in feeing
but not perceiving the Mefliah, after the accom-
plithment of fo many prophecies, after the per-
formance of fo many miracles? And in confe-
quence of their refufing to convert, and he

Vor. 11. L healed,
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healed, have not their cities been wafted without
inhabitant, and their houfes without man? Hath
not their land been utterly defolate 7 Have they
not been removed far away into the moft diftant
parts of the earth? And hath not their removal
or banifhment been now of near {feventeen hund-
red years duration? And do they not ftill con-
tinue deaf and blind, obftinate and unbelteving?
The Jews, at the time of the delivery of this
prophecy, gloried in being the peculiar church
and people of Gop: and would any Jew of him-
felf have thought, or have faid, that his nation
would, in procefs of time, become an infidel
and reprobate nation; infidel and reprobate for
many ages, opprefled by men, and forfaken by
Gop? It was above feven hundred and fifty
years before Chrift, that Ifaiah predifted thefe
things : and how could he have predicted them,
unlefs he had been illuminated by the divine
vifion; or how could they have f{ucceeded ac-
cordingly, unlefs the {pirit of prophecy had been
the {pirit of Gop ?

5. Of the caLLing and oBeprENCE of the Gen-
TILES, P. 234.---This revolution effeted by the
de{pifed apoftles, and in a thort compafs of time.
Not by the rich, the wife, the mighty of this
worid!  No, they were chiefly a few poor fither-
men, of low parentage and education, of na
learning or eloquence, of no policy or addrefs,

of
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of no repute or authority, defpifed as Jews by
the reft of mankind, and as the meaneft and
worft of Jews by the Jews themfelves. And
what improper perfons were thele to contend
with the prejudices of all the world, the fuper-
ftitions of the people, the interefts of the priefts,
the vanity of philofophers, the pride of rulers,
the malice of the Jews, the learning of Greece,
and the power of Rome? The prophecies con-
cerning the Jews and Gentiles have not yet re-
ceived their intire completion, p. 239, What
hath been accomplifhed, a fufficient pledge of
what is to come, p. 240. Concrusion---a dii-
{uafive from all perfecution, and recommending
humanity and charity to the Jews, p. 241--243.
Thefe are the heads of thofe mafterly Diflerta-
tions of Dr. Newton on the Prophecies concern-
ing the Jews, which I would recommend to the
attention of all my readers.

III. Propuecies relating to the FQUR GREAT
MONARCHIES.

The Babylonian monarchy---the Medo-Perfian
---the Grecian monarchy under Alexander the
Grear, 1, e. the great robber and murderer---the
Roman, which was the laft and the ftrongeft of all.
Thefe monarchies were reprefented in a dream to
Nebuchadnezzar as a great image, whofe head
was of gold---the breaft and arms of filver---the
belly and thighs of brafs---the legs of iron---
and the feet, part of iron and part of clay.

L2 Daniel
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Daniel had a view of the fame empires forty-
eight years afterwards. He, as a prophet of
Gopb, viewed thefe empires in the fhape of great
wild beafts, as being the great fupporters of
idolatry and tyranny in the world. The firflt
beaft was like a lion, and had eagle’s wings---
the fecond beaft was like a bear---the third beaft
was like a leopard---and the fourth beaft is
dreadful and terrible, and ftrong exceedingly ;
and it had great iron teeth. Dan. vii, 4--7.

Now let my young readers attentively obierve,
that the head of gold anfwers to the firft beatt,
a lion : the breaft and arms of filver, i1s the {ame
with the fecond beaft, a bear: the belly and
thighs of brafs anfwers to the third beaft, which
was like a leopard : and the legs and feet of iron
1s the fame with the fourth beaft, which was ex-
ceeding ftrong and terrible. Let thefe ftriking
images be well fixed in the mind, and the read-
ing of thefe prophecies will appear very intelli-
gible, ealy, aftonifhing, and delightful.  For
want of thefe prudent precautions, moft young
people ive in grofs ignorance of thefe amazing
events; and, indeed, never come to any clear
conception of them all the days of their lives.

Let me here mark the times when thefe mo-
narchies arofe, which will give delight to a rational
and inquifitive mind. Obferve, my friends, that
the head of gold reprefented the Babylonian em-

pire,
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pire, under the great Nebuchadnezzar, who had
his dream 1 the year of the world 3403, and
before Chrift 6o1. Let it be noted, that the
old Affyrian empire began, with its founder
Nimrod, in the year of the world 1800, and
before Chrift 2204. This firt empire of the
Aflyrians ended at the death of that luxurious
fool Sardanapalus, who burned himfelf in his
palace, after he had reigned twenty years, in the
year of the world 3237, and before Chrift 767,
and afrer the empire had fubfifted about 1450
years. And let me obferve, that if my reader
would avoid living in ignorance and confufion,
with refpe€t to all ancient hiftory, he muft be
fure to remember, and never forget, that out of
the RuiNs of the oLD AsSSYRIAN EMPIRE, THREE
others were formed, viz. 1. That of the Assy-
rianNs of Basvron. 2. That of the Aflyrians
of NiNeven. 3. The kingdom of the Medes.
This is the true key to enable you clearly to un-
derftand the fcripture hiftory, and the prophecies
of the four grand monarchies.

'The seconDp GRAND MonaRCHY, which was re-
prefented as the breaft and arms of filver, and is
the {fame with the fecond wild beaft, a bear, is
the Medo-Perfian. This began when Cyrus took
Babylon, killed Belthazzar the king, and fet his
uncle, Darius, on the throne, in the year of the
world 3466, before Chrift 538.---Note, Cyrus’s

reign
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reign began two years after, when his uncle, Da-
rius, died. And in the firft year of Cyrus’s reign,
he permitted the Jews to return from the feventy
years captivity, 1n the year of the world 3468,
and before Chntft s 36.

The THIRD GREAT MoONaARCHY, which was re-
prefented as the belly and thighs of brafs, and an-
fwers to the third wild beaft, a leopard, began
after the three battles of the Granicus, Iffus,
and Arbela; when Alexander the Great finally
~demolithed Darius Codomanus. His death put
an end to the Perfian empire, which had fubfifted
two hundred and fix years, from its foundation,
under Cyrus the Great.---This third monarchy
began under Alexander, in the year of the world
1674, before Chrift 330.

The rourRTH GREAT EMPIRE was the Roman,
reprefented by the iron legs and feet of the great
image, and anfwering to the fourth wild beaft,
which was exceeding ftrong and dreadful. Let
it be well remembered, that Rome began to be
built by Romulus, in the year of the world 3256,
and before Chrift 748, a little before the begin-
ning-of the eighth Olympiad, and upon the tenth
day of Aprl, and about the time that Sardana-
palus burnt himfelf in his palace at Nineveh,
and near the time of the death of Uzziah, king
of Judah, at the beginning of the reign of Ahaz,
and about the time of the birth of Hezekiah ;

and
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and in the time of the public preaching of that
great and fublime orator of Gob, the prophet
Ifaiah; who began to prophecy about the year
of the world 3236, and 770 years before Chrift ;
and he continued his public miniftry above fixty
years. See Uther’s Annals, p. 61. And the
Roman ftate went on rifing to its full ftrength,
when Pompey the Great came to Jerufalem, in
the year of the world 3941, before Chirft 63;
when he dared to enter into the temple, and the
holy of holies. Of which fee a large account in
Uther’s Annals, Englith edit. p. 6co. Latin
edit, of Paris, p. 452. Prideaux’s Connexion
of Sacred and Foreign Hiftory, edit. ix. 8vo.
1725, vol. 1iv. p. 623. Rollin’s admirable work
of Ancient Hiftory, vol. ix. 8va. p. 323, edit.
1754, Knapton. And the excellent index to the
Univerfal Hiftory, 8vo. 1744, p. 279.---I have
been the more exalt in marking this event for
the {ake of my young chriftian and ingenious
readers, to allure them to read thofe ftriking
facts which illuftrate facred hiftory. And I dp,
with great earneftnefs and delight, recommend
to their attention Dr. Newton’s moft judicious
Diflfertations on the Fulfilment of the Prophecies,
and Rollin’s Ancient Hiftory, which are furely
fome of the moft inftrutive and pleafing books
n the world.

We



