l 36 1

contemptible infidel ; a man deftitute of all
genius, imagination, tafte, and judgment; def-
titute of all religion, yea, of all found cemmon
fenfe.---On the other hand, my young friends of
a religious tafte, let us rejoice; let us triumph
in thefe ewvadences of the truth of chriftianity,
which are at once {fo powerful, fo various, and
fo fweet! Surely Gop has addrefled us in fo
wife, fo gracious, and {fo winning a manner, that
nothing but an infidelity more malignant than

devils can hold out againft fuch tender and
mighty perfualions.

We will conclude this head with a noble para-
graph from Dr. Newton’s Differtations, vol. 1.
p. 171, A fruitful imagination may find out
a likenefs where there is none: But, as Dr.
Jortin concludes, Is this fimihitude and corref-
pondence, 1n {o many things, between Mofes and
Chnift, the effeét of meer chance? Let us fearch
all the records of univerfal hiftory, and fee if we
can find a man who was fo like to Mofes as Chrift
was; and fo iike to Chrift as Mofes was. If we
cannot find fuch an one, then have we found him
of whom Mofes in the law, and the prophets,
did write, Jefus of Nazareth, the Son of Gop.”*

We

* Dr. Newton ferioufly adds, ¢ There is no want of many words to
prove, for it is vifible to all the woarld, that the Jews have been, and ftill
are, feverely punithed for their inrFineL 1Ty to this great prophet,”’ And
I wiil add, ler vs, Britons, tremble, left ixFi1pELITY to this glorigus
prophet prove the utter ruin of this profligate and Juxurious kingdom,
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‘We will now proceed to confider briefly,
1. The prorukecits fulfilled, and now fulfilling,

in the worLD, concerning the Jews.

Let me introduce this part of my work with
the remarkable words of the Bp. of Briftol, in
his Differtations on Prophecy, vol. 1. p. 199.~--
« Here are inftances of propuEecies delivered
above three thoufand years ago, and yet, as we
fee, fulfilling in the world at this very time: and
what ftronger proofs can we defire of the divine
legation, or miffion of Mofes? How thefe in-
ftances may affect others, I know not; but, for
mylelf, T muft acknowledge, they not only con-
vince, but amaze and aftonith me beyond ex-
preflion. They are truly as Mofes foretold

they would be, a fign and a wonder for ever.”
Deut. xxviil. 45, 46.

We fhall not now conflider the {pecial pre-
di&ions given by Gop to Abraham, nor the
profpefts of the fettlement of the twelve tribes
in the promifed land, afforded to good old Jacob
on his dying bed; for thefe things we refer you
to the excellent and judicious commentators, Bp.
Patrick, Mr. Poole, Mr. Henry, and Dr. Gill,
on thofe chapters in Genefis, where the predic-
tions are recorded : but we wili begin with the
ftriking and aftonithing prophecies of Mofes, in
the xxvilith of Deuteronomy ; which is a lively

picture
Vou, 11, H
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picture of the ftate of the Jews to this very day.
And I do declare, in the prefence of the eternal
Gop, that whilft I have been reading thefe pre-
di&tions, with the bifhop of Briftol’s admirable
remarks upon them, I have felt an aftonifhment,
a terror, an horror, and a conviftion beyond all
that 1s in the power of mortal language to ex-
prefs.---Let me only farther obferve, that my
bufinefs in this part of my work 1s only to give
fome brief hints of thofe particulars which Dr.
Newton has more abundantly amplified and pur-
fued. Happy fhall I think myfelf if I may make
his glorious work more familiarly known to the
rifing generation.
I. Their eNEMIES coming from far.

We will confider thefe prophecies concerning
the Jews, with a view to the orDER of TimE,
rather than the order wherein they he; and we
may not mmproperly begin with this paffage:
Deut, xxviil. 49. ¢ The Lorp fhall bring againft
thee a nation from far, from the end of the earth,
as fwift as the eagle flieth; a nation whofe tongue
thou thalt not underftand.” And the CuaLp & ANS
might be faid to come from far; in comparifon
with the Moabites, Philiftines, and other neigh-
bours, who ufed to infelt Judea. But this efpeci-
ally belongs to the Romans. Vispasian and
ADRIaN, the two great deftroyers of the Jews,
both came from commanding in Britain, now

called England, to deftroy Jerufalem,
II. The
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1I. The crueLTY of thelr ENEMIES.

The enemies of the Jews are farther charac-
terized in ver. 5o, ¢ A nation of fierce counten-
ance, which fhall not regard the perfon of the
old, nor fhow favour to the young.” Suchwere
the Chaldzans : they flew the young men with
the fword, and had no compaffion upon young
man or maiden, old man, or him that ftooped
for age. 2 Chron. xxxvi. 17.---Such alfo were
the Romans : for when Vefpafian came upon the
Gadarenes,* he flew all, man by man; the Ro-
mans thewing mercy to no age, out of hatred to
the nation.---See Jofephus on the Jewifh War,
book iii. chap. vii. fect. i. In this view Jofe-
phus’s hiftory appears of vaft importance and
ufe,

IT1. Of the sirces of their ciTizs.

Their enemies were al{fo to befiege and take
their cities. Ver. s2. And he fhall befiege thee '
in all thy gates. So Shalmanezer befieged Sa-
maria three years, and took it. 2 Kings xviil.
9, 10.---Nebuchadnezzar, and his captains, took
and fpoiled Jerufalem, and burnt the city and
temple. 2 Kings xxv. 9, 10. So, likewife, the
Romans demolithed feveral fortified places be-
fore they befieged and deftroyed Jerufalem, as

may

* Thefe were the people who preferred their fwine before Chrift, and
thefe were firft deftroyed! Tremble, O! England! a the profpeét of
the like fate !

H 2
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may be feen at large in Jofephus’s ftriking ac-
count of the Roman war.

1V. Of their FAMINE In the SIEGES.

In thefe fieges they were to fuffer much,
and efpecially from famine; in the ftraitnefs
wherewith their enemies fhould diftrefs them.
Ver. §3.---In the fiege of Samaria, an afs’s head
was fold for fourfcore pieces of filver; that is
about ten guineas of our money. 2 Kings vi. 23.
And when Nebuchadnezzar beficged Jerufalem,
< the famine prevailed in the city, and there was
no bread for the people in the land.” 2 Kings
xxv. 3.---And in the laft fiege of Jerufalem by
the Romans, there was a moft horrible famine
in the city. Jofephus has given fo dreadful an
account of it, that we cannot read it without
thuddering with horror. He {fays that women
fnatched the food out of the very mouths of their
hufbands ; and, what 1s moft miferable, mothers
fnatched the food out of the mouths of their in-
fants.  Jewith War, book v. chap. x. fect. 3.
So literally were the words of Mofes fulfilled.
Ver. 54. 'The man’s eye fhall be evil towards
the wife of his bofom, and the woman’s eye
fhall be evil towards the hufband of her bofom,
and to her {on and her daughrter!

V. WoMEN eating their CHILDREN.

Nay, 1t was exprefsly foretold, that women
fhould eat their own children.---Levit. xxvi, 2g,

Ye
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Ye fhall eat the flefh of your fons and daughters.
And in Deut. xxvill. §3--57, he repeats the
words with a more dreadful emphafis. The ten-
der and delicate woman, who would not fet the
{oal of her foot to the ground for delicatenefs---
the fhall eat her children fecretly for want of all
things.----This you fee dreadfully wverified fix

hundred years after, at the fiege of Samaria,
~ when two women agreed to boil and eat their
children. 2 Kings vi. 28, 29.---It was terribly
fulfilled again nine hundred years after Mofes, at
the fiege of Jerufalem; when the hands of the
pitiful women boiled their own children. Lam.
1v. 10.---And it was again moft tremendoully
fulfilled fifteen hundred years after Mofes, in the
laft fiege of Jerufalem, by Titus Vefpafian. Jo-
{ephus gives a ftriking account of a lady who,
when fhe had boiled and eaten up half her child,
fhe covered up the reft and kept it for another
time. Jewifh War, book vi. chap. i11. fe&. 4.---
At {o many different times, and diftant periods,
hath this prophecy been fulfilled ; and one would
have thought, that fuch diftrefs and horror had
almoft tranfcended imagination, and much lefs
fhould one have thought that any perfon could
certainly have forefeen and foretold it.

VI. Dreadful sLAUGHTERS.

Great numbers of them were to be deftroy-
ed. Ver. 62. ¢ And ye fhall be left few in num-

ber;



[ 62

ber; whereas ye were as the ftars of heaven
for multitude.”---We will pafs by all the other
flaughters of the Jews, and only remark, that
in the laft flege of Jerufalem, by Titus, there
perifhed by famine and the {word eleven hundred
thoufand, befides ninety - nine thoufand made
Prifoners.  Jewifh War, book vi. chap. 1ii.
{ett. 3. Indeed there is not a nation upon earth
that hath been expoied to {o. many maffacres and
perfecutions.
VII. Sold for sLaves in Ecvrr.

They were to be carried into Egypt, and f{old
for flaves at a very low price. Ver. 68. “ And
the Lord fhall bring thee into Egypt again with
thips,---and there ye thall be fold unto your ene-
mies for bond-men and bond-women, and no man
$hall buy you.”---They had once come out of
Egypt triumphant, but now they fhould return
thither as flaves, They had walked through the
fea as dry land, at their coming out, but now
they fhould be carried thither in fhips.---And
when Jerufalem was taken by Titus, of the cap-
tives, who were above feventeen years of age, he
fent many bound to the works in Egypt; thofe
under feventeen were fold : but {o little care was
taken of thefe captives, that twelve thoufand of
them perifhed for want. |

VII. Plucked off from their LAND.

They were to be rooted out of their own
land.



[ 63 1

land. Ver. 63. “ And ye {hall be plucked from
off the land, 1. e. Judea, whither thou goeft to
poflefs it.”---They were indeed plucked from off
their land, when the ten tribes were carried into
captivity by the king of Affyria, and other na-
tions were planted in their ftead, feven hundred
years before Chrift, and when the two other
tribes of Judah and Benjamin were carried away
captive to Babylon by Nebuchadnezzar, {ix hund-
red years before Chrift. But they were 1n a more
dreadful manner plucked off from the land by
Titus Vefpafian, feventy-two years after Chrift.
But they were plucked off their land afrefth by
the emperor Adrian, with a refolute and de-
termined vengeance, one hundred and thirty-f{ix
years after Chrift; when that emperor demolifthed
fifty ftrong fortrefles, nine hundred and eighty-
five towns, and deftroyed five hundred and eighty
thoufand men, befides an innumerable multitude
that perithed by famine, fire, ficknefs, and def-
pair ; and a much greater number that were fold
for flaves, and doomed to a moft dreadful cap-
tivity. The Roman emperor likewife loft a valt
number of his troops; upon which he publithed
a vengeful edi&, forbidding all Jews to fet foot
in Jerufalem, or even to come within fight of it,
under pain of death. See the ancient part of the
Univerfal Hiftory, vol. xv. And at this very

hour, the land of Judea is for the moft part in-
habited
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habited by Moors, Arabians, Turks, and Greeks,
with other chriftians of all {feéts and nations ; and
fome few Jews, who follow the trade of dyers
of wool, yet they inherit no part of the land,
but in their own country do live as aliens and
ftrangers.  See Sandy’s Travels, book iii. p. 114.
7th edit.

IX, Difperfed into aLL waTIONS.

‘They were alfo to be difperfed into all na-
tions, after they were plucked off from their
own land. Ver. 25. ¢ Thou fhalt be removed
into all the kingdoms of the earth, ver. 64. and
the Lord fhall fcatter thee among all people,
from one end of the earth even unto the other.”
Thefe words begun to be fulfilled at the Baby-
lonith captivity. See Nehemiah 1. 8, g. But
they have been more amply and amazingly ful-
filled fince the great and terrible difperfion of
the Jews by the Romans under Vefpalian. What
people have been fcattered fo far and wide as
they? and where is the nation which is a ftranger
to them, or to which they are ftrangers? They
fwarm 1n many parts of the Eaft; are fpread
through moft of the countries of Europe and
Africa; there are {everal families of them in the
Weft-Indies, (and 1 may add to Dr. Newton,
that fince the late publication of Mr. Adair’s
judicious Account of the Natives of North-
America, 4to. there 1s great reafon to conclude

they
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they were originally Jews.) The do&or farther
obferves, they circulate through all parts, where
trade and money circulate; and are, as I may
fay, the BROKERs of the WHOLE WORLD.---See
Newton’s Differtations, vol. i. p. 1go.

X. Yet be a diftiné& pEoPLE.

Yet they thould not be totally deftroyed, but
fubfift as a diftin&t people, although they fhould
be fo difperfed all over the globe. Thus {peaks
Gop, by Moles, 1n that moft ftriking and pecu-
liar chapter, Levit. xxvi. 44. < And yet, for all
that, when they be in the land of their enemies,
I will not caft them away, neither will I abhor
them to deftroy them utterly, and to break my
covenant with them.”---The Jews have-been like
the bufh of Mofes, always burning, but never
confumed. They are not deftroyed utterly, tho’
{cattered among all people; yet fubfift as a
diftin¢t people by themfelves. And where is
any thing comparable to this to be found in aLL
the HisTorIEs, and in aLL the NaTions under
the fun?

XI. Should not reft long in any pLACE.

But they fhould fuffer much in their difperfion,
and fhould not reft long in any place. Deut. xxviii.
65. “ And among thefe nations fhalt thou find
NO EASE, neither fhall the soLe of thy FooT have

REST,” ‘T'hey have been fo far from finding reft,

that
YoL. 11. I
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that they have been banithed from city to city,
from country to country. In many places they
have been banithed and recalled, and banithed
again. Thus it has been 1n England, n France,
in Spain, in Portugal; and in our own time,
within thefe few years, they were banifthed from
Prague by the queen of Bohemia.

XII. Orpressep always, and every where.

They fhould be opprefled and fpoiled ever-
more. “ And their houfes and vineyards, their
oxen and affes, fhould be taken from them, and
they fhould be only oppreffed and crusHeD
alway.” Ver. 29--31. And what frequent {eizures
have been made of their effets in almoft all
countries 3 How often have they been fined and
fleeced by almoft all governments? How often
have they been forced to redeem their lives with
what is almoft as dear as their blood and life,
their treafure ? Inftances are innumerable.---See
Dr. Newton, diff. vii. p. 193.

XIII. Spoiled of their cHILDREN.

“ Thy fons and thy daughters fhall be given
to another people.” Ver. 32. And in Spain and
Portugal their children are taken from them, by
order of the government, to be educated in the
popifh religion.  And when they were banifthed
from Portugal, the king ordered all their children,
under fourteen years of age, to be taken from

themj
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them, and baptized into the popifh religion.---
See Mariana’s Hiftory, bock xxvi. chap. vi.

XIV. Their MaDpNESs and DESPERATION.

¢ Thou fhalt be mad, for the fight of thine
eyes which thou fhalt fee.” Ver. 34. And into
what madnefs, fury, and defperation have they
been pufhed by the cruel ufage, extortions, and
oppreflions, which they hawve undergone ?---Dr.
Newton gives two ftriking and terrible inftances.
The one from ancient hiftory: after the deftruc-
tion of Jerufalem by Titus Vefpafian, fome of
the worft of the Jews took refuge in a caftle in
Judea; where, being clofely befieged by the Ro-
mans, they, at the perfuafion of their leader,
firft murdered their wives and children; then ten
men were chofen to kill the reft: this being
done, one of the ten was chofen in like manner
to kill the other nine, which having done, he fet
fire to the place, and then ftabbed himfelf.*---
See the hiftory of the Jewith War, by Jofephus,
juit publithed by Fielding and Walker, with a
great number of copper - plates elegantly en-
graved, 4to. book vii. chap. viil. ix.

‘T'he other horrible inftance is from the Englifh
hiftory. In the reign of Richard I. when the
people were in arms to make a general maflacre
of the Jews, fifteen hundred of them feized on

the

* There were nine hundred and fixty who perifhed in this manner,

I 2
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the city of York, to defend themfelves; but, be-
ing befieged, they offered to capitulate, and to
ranfom their lives with money. The offer being
refufed, one of them cryed in defpair, that it was
better to die courageoufly for the law, than to
fall into the hands of the Chriftians. Every one
immediately took his knife and ftabbed his wife
and children. The men afterwards retired into
the king’s palace, which they {et on fire, in which
they burned themfélves, with the palace and fur-
niture.---See the faimous Bafnage’s Hiftory of the
Jews, book vii. chap. ro. fect. 20. A work
that can never be too much read and recom-
mended.

XV. Of their servine other Gobps.

¢« And they fhall ferve other Gods, wood and
ftone.” Ver. 36. And again, ver, 64. ¢ They
fhould {erve other Gods, which neither they nor
their fathers had known, even wood and ftone.”
And 15 it not too common for the Jews, in popifh
countries, to comply with the 1dolatrous worfhip
of the church of Rome, and to bow down to
ftocks and ftones rather than their effects fhould
be feized and confifcated? Here again we muft
cite Bafnage, who hath moft ftudied and beft
written their modern hiftory. The Spanith and
Portugal inquifitions (faith he) reduced them to
the dilemma of being either hypocrites or burnt.
The number of thefe difemblers is very confider-
able,
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able, and it ought not to be concluded that there
are no Jews in Spain or Portugal, becaufe they
are not known. Limborch has the following re-
markable words: In vain the great Lords of
Spain make alliances, change their names, and
take ancient {cutcheons; they are {till known to
be of the Jewifh race, and Jews themfelves. The
convents of monks and nuns are full of Jews.
Moft of the canons, inquifitors, and bifhops,
proceed from this nation.---See Bafnage, b. vii.

ch. xxxii1. {fect. 14. Limborch’s conference with
a Jew, p. 102.

XVI. Jews becoming a PROVERB and BY-woORD.

“ And thou fhalt become an aftonithment,
a proverb, and a by-word among all nations.”
Ver. 37. And do we not hear and fee this pro-
phecy fulfilled every day: is not the avarice,
ufury, and hard heartednefs of a Jew grown pro-
verbial ? and are not their perfons generally
odious among all forts of people? Moham-
medans, Heathens, and Chriftians, generally
agree 1n vilifying, abufing, and perfecuting the
Jews. In moft places where they are tolerated,
they hive 1n a {eparate quarter by themfielves, as
they do now 1n 1.ondon: their very countenances
diftinguifh them from the reft of mankind: they
are, 1n all refpets, treated as if they were of
another fpecies. And when a great mafter of

nature would draw the portrait of a Jew, how
deteftable
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deteftable a charater hath he reprefented in the
perfon of his Jew of Venice?

XVII. Of the long contiNvance of their
PLAGUES.

¢ And thy plagues fhall be wonderful---even
great plagues, and of long continuance.” Ver. sg.
And have not their plagues continued now thefe
SEVENTEEN HUNDRED YEARS ? Their former cap-
tivities were very fhort in comparifon: and Eze-
kiel and Daniel prophecyed in the land of the
Chaldaans : but now they have no true prophet
to foretel an end of their calamities; they have
only falfe mefliahs to delude them and aggravate
their miferies. In their former captivities they
had the comrorT of being conveyed to the fame
place: they dwelt together in the land of Gothen;
they were carried together to Babylon: but now
they are difperfed all over the face of the earth!
And what nation hath fuffered fo much, and yet
endured fo long? What nation hath fubfifted,
as a diftin&t people in their own country, fo long
as thefe have done in their difperfion into aLr
couNTRIES ! And what a STANDING MIRACLE is
this exhibited to the view and obfervation of the
WHOLE WORLD !

RECOLLECTION.

And now, my reader, what a profpeét is here!

which has been exhibited to heaven, earth, and
hell
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hell, every moment, for {feventeen hundred years
paft! and 1s now, at this hour, fulfilling in the
eyes of millions of men, devils, and angels'!
All rational worlds are forced to fee this moft
aftonifhing fpeftacle! None but ftupid flaves,
and more ftupid infidels are unconcerned about
it., Hell and heaven are deeply interefted in this
feries of grand and terrible events! the church
of Gop on earth ought to think of it, and pray
ardently concerning it: and the church would
fervently pray if fhe was not almoft faft afleep!
My dear readers, let us try to awaken the eyes of
{lumbering chriftians.

Here 1s an obje&, my friends, that, the clofer
I attend to 1t, fills me with the higheft amaze-
ment, terror, and adoration of the holy jusTick

of Gob.

Only think with attention, and review this
aftonithing feries of prophecy. Their enemies
were to come from far, efpecially the Romar
legions, even from Great-Britain---their cruelties
are ftrongly defcribed---the cities of the Jews
were to be befieged---in thofe fieges they were
to {uffer the utmoft diftrefs and famine---the
women fhould eat their own children---the Jews
were to {uffer the moft dreadful flaughters---they
were to be carried into Egypt, and fold at a very
low price; yea, to become fuch a drug as to bear
no price !---they fhould be plucked from off their

own



