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On the NATURE of PROPHECY.---The SCRIPTURE
PROPHECIES ranged in the following cLassEs :---
Proruecies fulfilled in Jesus, as the true mEs-
s1aH.---PROPHECIES concerning the Jews.---
Proprueciks relating to the four grand mo-
NARCHIES.---PROPHECIES relating to other na-
TIONS of the WORLD.---PROPHECIES concerning
the rise and rRuiN of poreEry.---Laftly, the
FULFILMENT of the ScrrpTures in the two
grand crasses of good and bad MEeN, in all
Aces, and in all the parTs of the moraL
WORLD.

ROPHECY confifts in the foretelling of

future events in the natural and moral
world ; declaring, with great truth and precifion,
what fatts fhould take place, what charaéters
fhould arife, and what actions of great confe-
quence fhould be performed.
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As the propuecies concerning Jefus Chrift,
the Son of Gobp, ftand in the cleareft and clofeft
connexion with the miracles he wrought, we
will begin with them; as they likewie lie more
upon a level with the weakelt capacity, than
thofe concerning the Jews, the four univerfal
monarchies, or the other nations of the world.

Come then, my dear reader, give me your
honeft and fixed attention whilft 1 lead you inte
a moit delightful paradife or garden of Gap.

I. Proprrcies fulfilled in the person, oFFIcEs;
CRUCIFIXION, and cLorIFIcaTION of the Lorp
JEsus Carist.

s. You fee Chrift’s incarnaTrON and viltory
over the devil foretold.----The feed of the woman
fhall bruife the ferpent’s head. Gen. 1. §.---The
Son of Gop deftroys the works of the devil,
1 John 11, 8.

2, -— Chrift was to be of ABranam’s
¢eED.---<In thy feed fthall all the nations be
blefled. Gen. xxii. 18.---We are bleflfed with
faithful Abraham. Gal. ui, q.

3. ~=w— Chrift was to be the great SuiLom,
----The {cepter thall nct depart until Shiloh
come; and unto him fhall the gathering of the
people be. Gen. xlix. 10.---Gather together in
ene. John. xi, 25. I will draw all men to me.
Xil, 32.

4. YOu
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4. You fee Chrift the great propHET.----GoD
will raife to thee a prophet like to me. Deut.
xviil. 1§.---Of a truth this is the prophet John
vil. 40. This is that prophft Vi, 14.

§. —=w——— Chrift was to be the great Imma-
NUEL.----Behold, a virgin fhall bear a fon, Im-
manuel. Ifa. vil. 14.---She brought forth her
firt-born fon, Jefus. Matt. 1, 23.

6. — Chrift’s wonderful and unparalleled
€ONCEPTION.----A new thing in the earth. Jer.
xxxi. 22. A ftone cut out without hands.
Dan. 1i. 45.---The Holy Spitit thall come upon
thee. Luke 1. 33.

7. e SEVENTY WEEKS exaltly marked out.
---~3eventy weeks are determined, to finith tran{=
grefflion, and make an end of fin.¥ Dan. 1x. 24.

§. mm——— Chrift’s BirTH - PLACE marked out
with precifion.----Thou Bethlehem § of Judah.
Micah v. 2.---Herod demanded where Chrift
fhould be born? they fald in Bethlehem. Matt,

110 "'""6

9. Chrift of the sTEM of JUDAH and

JESBE.----—A rod out of the ftem of Jefle: a
| branch

* See this finely amplified by Dr. Newton. Vol.1i. p. 167--171.

+ See Mr. Benjamin Marfhall on the Seventy Weeks, 8vo. and Dr,
Gill on the Prophecies fulfilled in the Meffiah, 8vo. 1728, This fhall be
the fubject of a diftinét eflay, which is now ready for the prefs; but is
too large to be inferted here,

§ This prophecy was delivered anno mundi 3291, Antg Chriftum 713,
Forty years after Rome was built.
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branch out of his reots. Ifa. xi. 1.---Jofeph, fon
of David, fear not. Matt, 1. 20,

io. You fee a stTar at his BIRTH.----A ftar
out of Jacob. Num. xxiv, 17.---We have feen
his ftar in the Eaft. Matt. ii. 2.

11. ——=— INFANTS MURDERED at Chrift’s
birth.----A voice, lamentation and bitter weep-
ing of tender mothers. Jer. xxxi. 14.---Herod
flew all the children in Bethlehem, and her
coafts, from two years old and under., Matt. 11.
16,

12, =——— Chnift caLLED out of EcyPT.----
I have called my fon out of Egypt. Hof. xi. 1.
---Qut of Egypt have I called my fon. Matt. 11
15.

13. == the spiriT of wifdom, prudence,
and fortitude, REsTs on Chnift.----The {pirit of
Jehovah fhall reft upon him; the {pirit of
wif{dom and might. Ifa. xi. 2.---I {faw the Spirit
defcending on him. John 1. 32. Gop gave not
the Spirit by meafure. John ni. 34.

14, ~— Chrift’s rorrruNNER, John the
baptift.---The voice of him crying 1n the defert.
Ifa. xl. 3.---In thole days came John the baputt.
Matt, u1. 1.

15, mee——— Chrift PREACHING In GALILEE.---~
In Galilee, the people in darknefs have feen a
great hight. Ifa. wxx. 1, 2.---Jelus went 1nto

Galilee, Matt. 1v. 12,
265. You
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16. You fee the Jews oBsTINATE againft
Chrift.----Go and tell this people. Ifa. vi. g.---
Seeing, fee not: hearing, hear not. Matt. xiii.

13.
17. e——— Chrift’s L1TTLE succEss.----Who
hath believed our report? Ifa. liii. 1.---Though

he did {fo many miracles before them, yet they
believed not on him. John xii. 37.

18. wwwwe— Chrift scorNED and REJECTED,
DIsDAINED and HATED, by men full of infidelity
and enmity to his perfon and blood!----He is
defpifed and rejected. Ifa. liii. 3.---Fulfilled
throughout the four evangeliits.

19. Chrift ripE on an ass.----Behold,
the king cometh riding on an afs. Zech. ix. q.
---His difciples brought the afs, and fet him on
it, Matt. xx1. 7.

20, ———— Chrift ADORED by CHILDREN.----
Save now, we befeech thee. Pf. cxviil. 25, Out
of the mouth of babes and fucklings thou haft
ordained praife. viii. 2.---The children adoring
and loving Chrift, cryed, Hofanna to the {on of
David. Matt. xxi. 15.

21. Chrift’s zeaL for Gop.--—-- The
zeal of thine houfe hath eaten me up. Pf. Ixix. g.
---His difciples remembered, the zeal of thine
houfe hath eaten me up. John ii. 17.

22. You
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2. You fee Chrift oreN the EvEs and EaARS. ==~

Then the eyes and ears of the blind. Ifa. xxxv. s.
---Lame, lepers, deaf, dead are raifed. Mate.xi. s.

23. Chnft’s svrrerinGgs. You fee
Judas seLt his BLoop, or betray him.----My
own familiar friend. Pf. xli. g.---He that eateth
bread hath lifted up his heel. John xui. 18.

04. = Chrift’s coopry price. He was
fold for thirty pieces of filver.----They weighed
for my price thirty pieces of filver; a goodly
price! that 1s, three pounds fifteen thillings.
Zech. xi. 12.---They covenanted with Judas for
thirty pieces of filver. Matt. xxvi. 15.

28, Chrift wounpep by the MEn of
his couNTRY, I. €. the Jews.----What wounds
are thefe in thy hands? Anfw. Wounds from
my friends! Zech. xui. 6.---Thine own nation
delivered thee to me. John xvii. 33.

26. Chrift ForRsAKEN by his FRIENDS.
----Awake, O! fword, fmite the fhepherd, and
the theep fhall be fcattered! Zech. xu1. 7.---
All the difciples forfook him and fled. Matt,
xxvi. 6.

27. Chnft’s envemies in unroN and
rAGE againft him.----The kings fet themfelves,
and the rulers take counfel againft Chritt. Pf. ii.
2.---Pilate and Herod were made friends the
fame day, 1. e. of Chrift’s trial. Luke xxu1. 12.

28. You
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28. You fee Chrift’'s MeRrNESS and SILENCE
before his enemies.----He 1s brought as a lamb ;
as 2 fheep, dumb, before her fhearers. Ifa. liii. 7.
.--He anfwered him to never a word, {o that the
governor marvelled, Matt. xxvi. 14.

29, e Chrit on the cross—---- Th ey
pierced my hands and my feet. Pf. xxii. 6.---
They crucified him there, Matt. xxvii. 33.

30. GALL and VINEGAR given hlm.----
Gall for meat, vmegar to drink. Pf Ixix. 21.---
They gave him.vinegar and gall. Matt. xxvii. 34.

31. Chrift’s GaRMeNTs parted.---- -
They parted my garments, and on my vefture
they caft lots. Pf. xxu. 18.---Thefe thmgs the
foldiers did. Matt. xxvit. 33 ]ohn XIX. 24.

32. Chrift numbered with SINNERS.----
He was numbered with tranfgreffors. Ifa. liii.
12.---With him they crucified two thieves,
Magtt. xxvii. 38.

33. Chrift scorFep and sCORNED in
the agonies of death.----They laugh me to fcorn;
they thoot out their lip, they fhake their head.
Pf. xxii. 7.---They reviled him, wagging their
 heads. Matt. xxvii. 39. Mark xv. 27.

34 . Gop rorsakE Chrift.----My Gon'!
my God! why haft thou forfaken me? Pf. xxii. 1.
---At the ninth hour Jefus cried, Elr, Eli, lama
{abacthani? Matt. xxvil. 46,

35. You
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3z, You fee him STABBED with 2 SPEAR.----
They fhall look on him whom they had pierced.
Zech. xii. 10.---One of the foldiers ftabbed his
fide with a {pear, and forthwith came out blood

and water. John xix. 34, 37.

36. ~———— Chrift’s BONES not BROKEN.----=
He keepeth all his bones. Pf. xxxiv. 20.---
They brake not-the legs of Jefus. Johnxix. 33.

37 Chrift suriep In a rich Man’s
GravE.----His grave, with the rich. Ifa. liii. g.
---Jofeph, a rich man, laid the body of Jefus in
his own tomb. Matt. xxvii. 60.

38. ~——— Chrift RISE AGAIN.----- Thou wilt
not leave my foul in the unfeen world ; nor fuffer
thine holy one to fee corruption. Pf, xvi. 10.---
His {oul was not left in the unfeen world ; nor
did his flefh {fee corruption. Acts 11, 31. '

39, = he RISES after THREE DAYS.----- In
the third day he will raife up. Hof. vi. 2.---
Him Gop raifed up the third day. Adts x. 40.

40. ——— the saINTS ARISE from the DEAD.
----With my dead body they fhall rife. Ifa. xxvi.
19.---Many of the faints bodies, which {lept,
arofe. Matt. xxvil. 52,

41, ————— Chrift ASCEXDP tO HEAVEN.-~--~
Thou haft afcended on high. Pf. Ixviit. 18.---
He was received into heaven. Luke xxiv. 1. A

cloud received him out of Lght. Acéts 1. g.
| 42. You
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42. You fee him fit on Gob’s throne, at his
RIGHT HAND,--~-- Sit thou at my right hand.

Pf. cx. 1.---He f{at on the right hand of Gop.
Mark xvi. 14.

43 — Judas ExcLuDED from his oFrick.
----Let another take his office. Pf. cix. §.---

David fpake concerning Judas. A&s i. 20.

44. -— the SPIRIT POURED OUT.~--- I wil
pour out my {pirit. Joel ii. 28.---Thefe are not

drunk, as ye {uppofe, but the Holy Ghott is
poured out richly. Als ii. 17,

4§. mme——~e hiS MURDERERS CONVERTED.--—-=
They fhall look on me whom they pierced.

Zech. xii. 10.---They were xarsvynsas, ftabbed
in their hearts. A&s ii, 37.

46. ———-— the vaft exTENT and crory of his
EMPIRE.----A grand dominion, from fea to fea;
to the ends of the earth. Pf. Ixxii. 8.---Mighrily

grew the word of Gop, and prevailed. A&s xix.
20.

47. ——— the ETERNAL DurATION Of his EM-
PIRE.~m- His dominion is an eternal dominion.

Dan. vil. 14.---Fulfilled in all ages, and for
ever.

43, —— fee HIM COME tO JUDGMENT on his
grand WHITE THRONE.----He comes ! he comes !
to Judge the world. Pf. xcviii. ¢.---You fee him

coming in the clouds of heaven, Matt, xxvi. 6.,.
VoL, 11. G RO COL-
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ROCOLLECTION.

And now, my reader, let us review theft pro-
phefies fulfilled in Jesus of Nazareth. Here is
the firft predition given out four thoufand years
before 1ts full accomplithment. The prediction
oiven to ABRarAM was nineteen hundred years
before he came in the flefh---Jacos foretold the
coming of SniLou feventeer hundred years be-
fore his birth---Mosks lived fifteen hundred years
before Chrift was born---Davin prophecied of
Chrift’s fufferings, death, and refurretion, above
a thoufand years before Chrift---Isaran faw the
whole hiftory of Chrift’s birth, life, actions, fuf-
ferings, and crucifixion, about eight hundred
years before Chrift was born---Jeremian and
Hosza lived above feven hundred years before
Chrift---the great prophet Danier had the dif-
covery of the feventy weeks five hundred years
before the birth of Chrift---Micau faw his birth-
place feven hundred years before he was born---
ZecuariaH faw his blood fold for three pounds
fifteen thillings; and he faw that blood fhed by
the ftab of a fpear about eighteen years after the
proclamation of Cyrus, and above five hundred
years before the birth of Chrift---Mavacur, who
lived abaut the Time of Nehemiah, {aw Chnit
come into the temple four hundred years before
he was bora.

Now, what ag aftonifthing pemoNsTRATION of

the
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the Messian 1s this! and how can myv reader
efcape the edge and force of the keeneft con-
viction fixed on his mental eye! How can
you avoid or refift the evidence! How can in-
fidelity parry off the blow! Will you attempt
it by licking up the fpittle of contemptible in-
fidels, and fay, ¢ All thefe prophecies were
¢« written after the events took place; and 1t
« was ealy enough to forge preditions after
« falts, and then reprefent thofe falts as pre-
¢« di&ed hundreds or thoufands of years before
¢ they were done.” 1 defy malice itfelf to ftate
the objection in a ftronger light, or to appear
with more unblufhing impudence. And can my
honeft, fenfible reader be fhook by this witlefs
objeftion---can you be ftaggered with this non-
fenfical cavil. 1t deferves no aniwer, but the
moft contemptuous {corn.

But, however, my dear young friends, I will
furnith you with a few hints for your conduét
when you meet with the half-thinking infidels of
the age. If they are men of no learning, and
are only retailers of fcraps, treat them with a
filent difdain. If they are men of any know-
ledge in the crassics and anTtiQuiTy, defire
them to give uyp all their favourite authors as a
parcel of lying rafcals and fools. Defire them to
burn Homer and Virgil, Demofthenes and Cicero,
Herodotus and Thucydides, Xenophon and Plato,

G 2 Livy
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Livy and Salluft, with all the reft of the hiftorians
orators, and poets.---But, as Dr. Bently fmartly
remarks,* If all old authors are abandoned by a
learned infidel, what becomes of all the boafted,
paffages out of Cicero, Plutarch, and others, in
favour of free-thinking? But, fays the docor,
I have too much value for the ancients to throw
away their works for the fake of anfwering a fool
according to his folly ; difmifling, therefore, thefe
puny reptiles, the falfe free - thinkers, with all
that {corn they deferve.

I will lead you, my dear reader, into a bloom-
ing Eden, to regale and charm your foul with the
beauty of evidence and illuftration. ’Tis an am-
plification on one of thefe prophecies, out of the
~ forty - eight prediltions, 1 have fet before you.
For this ravifhing entertainment you are partly
indebted to the ancient Eusenius, 1n his Evan-
gelical Demontftration; but much more to the
late Dr. Jortin, and the prelent Dr. Newton, 1n
his admirable Differtations on Prophecy. Vol. 1.
p. 165--171. 8vo. edit, 1744,

Dr. Newton introduces the glorious parallel
between Chrift and Mofes thus: “ Dr. Jortin hath
enlarged upon the hints of Eufebius, and made
feveral improvements and additions to them.”

We

® See that admirable piece of keen wit and criticifm, intituled, Re-
marks upon a }ate Difceurfe on Free-Thinlkting, by Dr, Richard Bentiey,
againf Collins, the Deitt, Edit. vi. 8vo. 1725, p. 7c.
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We will here give a concife abridgment of
Dr. Jortin. ¢ Mofes was preferved in his in-
fancy from the wrath of king Pharoah, fo was
Chrift from the wrath of Herod.---Mofes fled
from his country: Chrift fled into Egypt.---
Mpuies returned by the advice of an angel, fo did
Chrift.---Mofes refufed to be an heir to a king:
Chrift refufed to be made a king.---Mofes was
learned in all wifdom: Chrift grew in wildom
and ftature.---Mofes contended with magicians,
and conquered them: Chrift contended with
devils, and overthrew them all.---Mofes was 2
law-giver, a prophet, a worker of miracles, a
king, and a prieft : Chrift was all thefe in 2
fuperior degree.---Mofes brought darknefs over
all the land : Chrift’s death on the crofs brought
darknefs over Judea.---The darknefs on Egypt
was followed with the deftrution of thé firft-
born: Chrift’s darknefs was followed with the
deftruction of the Jews, by Titus Vefpafian.---
Mofes foretold the calamities of the Jews: Chrift
foretold the dreadful fiege and ruin of Jerufalem.
---The {pirit in Mofes was put on the feventy
elders: the fpirit of Chrift was poured on the
twelve apoftles, and the feventy difciples.---
Mofes was viftorious over kings and nations:
Chrift has been vittorious over the kings and
nations of the world by his glorious gofpel.---
Mofes conquered Amalek by holding up his

hands :
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hands: Chrift conquers Satan, and finners, by
his ardent interceflion in heaven.---Mofes turned
away the wrath of Gop from the provoking
Ifraelites : Chrift turns away the wrath of Gob
from all the millions of his people, by his death
and his prayers.-~-Mofes ratified a covenant be-
tween Gop and the Iiraelites, by blood fprinkled
on the people: Chrift ratifies the covenant of
grace, by fhedding his own blood as the blood
of Gop. Als xx. 28.---Mofes inftituted the
paffover : Chrift inftituted the Lord’s-fupper.---
Moles lifted up the ferpent to cure the ftung
Ifraelites: Chrift was lifted up on the crofs to
cure our fouls ftung and poifoned with fin.---
The affection of Moles to the people was repaid
with ingratitude : We have been all ungrateful
to Jefus Chrift.---Mofes was il ufed by his own
family : Chnft’s own near relations did not be-
lieve on him. For neither did his erRETHREW
BELIEVE 1n him. John vii. 5. What curfed in-
fidelity was this!----Mofes had a wicked and
perverfe people to treat with for forty years:
Chrift had a people of the moff perverfe and
wicked difpoflitions.----Mofes was very meek
above all men: Chrift was infinitely meeker
than Mofes, and all the meeckelt men in the
world.---The people could not go into the land
of Canaan till Mofes was dead: not a {oul

could ever be admitted to enter heaven but on
the
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the foundation of the death of Chnft, who has
opened the kingdom of heaven by his atomng
blood for all believers.---Mofes died on account
of the people’s rebellion : Chrift died for the fins
of his people.---Mofes went up to die on mount
Nebo : Chrift went up to die on mount Calvary,
---Mofes died in the vigour of his age: Chnit
died in the flower and glory of his manhood.---
Mofes never felt ficknefs or decay : Chrift’s bedy
had no feeds of difeafes and death.---Mofes was
buried, and no man faw his body: the infidel
Jews did not deferve to {ee Chrift’s body after his
refurreCtion.---Mofes, before his death, promifed
another prophet : Chnft, before his death, pro-
mifed another comforter; even the eternal Spirit,
in all the glory of his miffion and divine in-
fluence in the church, to the very end of the

world 1”7

And now, my reader, are you not ftruck with
aftonithment and delight, on tracing this amazing
and beautiful refemblance between Modes and
Chrift, in almoft thirty inftances! 1 proteit I
am, and I hope I fhall always feel the {fame fen-
fations if I read over the parallel ten thoufand
times. Surely a chriftian of true tafte never can
be weary : he never can read {fuch things as thefe
with difguft and loathing: if he does, he muft
forfeit all right and title to the name and nature
of a believer; he muft be a poor, vitiated, low,

contemptible



