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a moment---fluxes of blood and ftubborn leprofies-
flee away at his command. Lukeiv. 40. You
fee the moft violent and furious tempers of
avaricious and malignant men yield to his fo-
vereign arm; and he drives before him men,
with all the raging passions of devils, as eafily
as though they had been a flock of lambs. John
1. 15.  You fee ftorms of wind, and raging
waves; which tofs themielves towards the fkies,
all huthed and made as quiet as a weaned child.
Mark iv. 39. You fee this adorable Gop exert-
ing his power on foods for man; and common
water 1s turned into generous wire in a moment.
John 11. 9. Bread and fithes, which were but
juft fufficient for our Lord’s twelve difciples, are
multiplied to feed and fill feven thoufand men,
with a larger {urplus of fragments than the pro-
vifion was at firft. Matt. xiv. 20. xv. 37. You
fee his power over the vegetable world, in
ftriking a barren fig-tree dead, as an awful
warning to fruitlefs profeflors. Matt. xxi. 19.
You {ee a fifh, at his command, brings money
in his mouth, and prefents himfelf to Perer’s
hook. Matt. xvii. 27. One hundred and
fifty - three great fithes obey their maker, and
come into Peter’s net. John xxi. 11. But, be-
yond all thefe wonders, fee the ftubborn devils
fly at his word, or crouch like {paniel dogs at his
feet. Luke iv. 35, 41.  You fee a damned gob-
lin tear a poor boy almoft to pieces and fling him

foaming
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foaming to the ground juft dead, obliged to quit
the body, and fly howling to hell at the command
of our Gop. Mark 1x. 17--27. You fee feven
devils caft out of the body and foul of Mary
Magdalene. Luke viii. 2. You fee, in the
fynagogue, a man poflefled with an unclean
fpirit, who confeffes what infidels deny, that he
knew Chrift to be the holy one of Gop. Mark.i.
~ 24. You {fee a legion of firong furious devils
obliged to quit the body of a miferable man:
and you fee them crouch at our faviour’s feet :
they 1intreat not to be {ent to their eternal hell,
~and afk leave to deftroy two thoufand fwine.
Mark v. 2--16. Blufh! bluth! ye focinians, to
fee yourfelves more deteftable unbelievers than
devils, who came out of many bodies with this
found confeflion in their mouths, THou ART
Curist taE Son oFr Gop! Luke iv. 41.

You fee Chrift’s abfolute dominion over death,
the king of terrors, and all his empire: yea, he
is. mafter of all the invifible world of fouls!
Jairus’s dead daughter {prings up into life.
Luke viit. 55. The fon of the widow of Nain
is rouzed from the dead. Luke vii. 15, Lazarus
returns from the world of feparate fpirits at his
mighty mafter’s call. John x1. 44. Thus you
fee the damned devils, and the faved {ouls are all
at his command, and proclaim him to be the
{fovereign and abfolute Gop,

A VIEW
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A view of the miracres recorded in the acTs
of the aPOSTLES.

We are now arrived at the moft diftinguifhed
Period in the annals of the univerfe, and are
called to view the moft glorious and happy re-
volution that ever took place in the rational and
moral world. Give me your utmoft attention,
my dear reader, whillt I fet before you a profpe&
of thofe wonderful and delightful objeéts, which
had been hid in Gob from eternal ages, but were
now clearly and fully revealed for the glory of
the redeemer, and the falvation of millions in

ages paft, and millions more that are yet un-
born.

On Friday, April the 3d,* in the thirty-third
year of our Lord’s age, about nine o’Clock in
‘the morning, he was nailed to the crofs; at
three o’clock in the afternoon he died, and at
fix o'clock 1n the evening he was buried. On
April the gth he rofe from the dead; he con-
verfed with his difciples forty days; and on May
the 14th he afcended to heaven. On the day of
Pentecoft, that is the fiftieth day from his refur-

retion,

* That accurate and inguifitive philofopher Mr., James Fergufon,
F. R. 8. re@ified his orrery for the twentieth year of our Lord’s life, and
went on to make the annual revolutions upon it till he came to thefortieth
year of his life; and in all that fpace of time, there was but one paffover
(FurLL MooN) on a Friday, which happened on the 34 of April, in the
thirty-third year of our Lord’s age. This was lately publifhed in the
Gofpel Magazine, by the Rev, Mr. Toplady.

VoL. 11. D
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reCtion, and which was May the z4th, at mine
o’clock in the morning, he poured out his Holy
Spirit on the twelve apoftles, the feventy dif-
ciples, with thirty-eight other chriftians, which
amounted 1n all to one hundred and twenty of
his faithful followers.---Now, my reader, view
them all humbly waiting at the foot-ftool of
Gop’s throne, 1n obedience to their mafter’s com-
mand, and in earneft expectation cof the fulfilment
of his promife; perfectly in the poffeflion of their
common fenfe and reafon, and feeling a fweet
unanimity and love amongft themfelves. And,
behold, with the utmoft wonder and veneration,
fuddenly there came a found from heaven, as of
a rufhing mighty wind, and it filled all the houfe
where they were fitting: and there appeared
unto thern cloven tongues, like as of fire, and it
fat upon each of them; and they were all filled
with the Holy Spirit, and began to fpeak with
other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.
Aéts 1. 2--4.

Let us ftand ftull and confider.---Here are
twelve poor illiterate men, with {eventy more as
illiterate as themfelves, who had never been at
any college of learning in their lives, and were
altually on a level with our common day-
labourers in England: thefe men, in a moment,
are enabled to fpeak, with fluency and propriety,
no lefs than fifteen languages; and are capable

of
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of addrefling the people from the feveral nations
of the world, 1n their refpective tongues, {o as to
be clearly and perfectly underfteed: andin thefe
languages of the Eaft and the Weft, the North
and the South, they proclaim, with rapture and
aftonithment, the woNDERFUL works* of Gop,
Alts 11, 11.

What could thefe wonderful works of Gop be?
- Why, furely, the moft wonderful works of re-
demption and falvation. Thefe are the higheft
and nobleft of all the works of Gob; and the
apoftles of Chrift were now fully illuminated
with the wifdom and grace of the Holy Spirit
to underftand and declare thefe works. They
clearly faw, in the ftrongeft and moft vivid light,
all the great and glorious ends of Chrift’s death -
that he died to make a real and perfe&t saris-
FACTION to the juftice of Gob for the fins of his
people; thatis, a full provifion for the honour
of juftice, holinefs, majefty, and the dominion
of Gob in the falvation of finners: and that this
Chrift had done, by the habits of holinefs---by
acts of pure obedience---and by fuffering the
punithment and curfe of Gop in the room and
ftead of his people. They faw, and they de-
clared, that Chrift had died to bring in an ever-
lafting righteoufnefs for our juftification-- -that he
had fealed the covenant of grace with his blood---

deftroyed

* Megaleia tou Theou,

D 2
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deftroyed and made an end of the guilt or damn-
ing power of fin---demolifhed the works and
broke the heart of the devil, or cruthed the head
of the old ferpent in his force and fraud---de-
livered us from the evil of the world, and
brought us to the knowledge, refemblance, and
enjoyment of Gop---introduced love and unity
amongft all his redeemed people---and had now
accomplithed the difplay of the harmony and
glory of all the divine perfections, in the falva-
tion and happinefs of the church. They now
faw, with aftonithment and delight, the glory of
the crofs of Chrift; and were able to declare,
with boldnefs and demonitration, that Gop, the
redeemer, had provided, for the honour of every
divine perfe&tion, to the very utmoft in the fal-
vation of man. That here wifldom, without the
leaft miftake or error, fhone out as bright as ten
thoufand funs; goodnefs opened all its deep and
boundlefs treafures; mercy earned over the mifer-
able with the tendereft bowels; grace trrumphed
over the moft unworthy finners at Jerufalem;
and love arrayed the whole Godhead with the
moit attractive charms: whilit divine juftice*
fternly afferted the fpecial prerogative of Gonb,
or his fpecial power and pre-eminence above all
perfons and things, and maintained, to the ut-

mofit,

* Divine mercy and compaflion regarded finners as miferable, not as
gulity 5 but divine juftice regarded them as criminals or guilty, but not

as milerable.--+Brine’s judicious fermen on Gop's Delight in his People,
p. 18, 1761,
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- moft, Gop’s dignity; confifting in his perfonal
fovereignty, ablolute perfeCtion, and perpetuity
of dominion over all worlds: declaring his royal
power and authority, and demanding, to the laft
mite, the royal revenue of praife and obedience
due to Gop. The fincerity and truth of Gop ex-
ecuted all the threatenings on the head and heart
of Chrift. Power fhone in its moft tremendous
exertions, animated by the vengeance of heaven;
whilft holinefs regulated the whole plan, and

dignifies all with the beauty and decorum of a
Gopb. |

Amidift all the wonderful works of Gop, the
apoftles declared that Chrift died to fet us the
moft glorious example of invincible patience,
daring firmnefs of mind, humble condefcenfion,
and deep fubmiffion to the will of Gop. They
proclaimed, that the defign of his death was to
cive force and weight to his continual interceffion
1n heaven---that he fhed his blood and laid down
his life to bring forth a numerous feed of lively
believers, in all ages, to the end of time---and
that Chrift died with the moft noble defign and
aim that the higheft honour and glory might re-
dound to himfeif amongft all his churches on
earth, and his happy people in heaven.*

Thefe were the wonderful works of Gop, which
the apoftles declared on that moft illuftrious day;

and

* See the great and judicious Mr. John Hurrion’s fermons on Chrift
Crucified, 8vo. 3727. Serm, vili, p. 322--399.
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and the blefled effe&ts and confequences quickly
appeared in the converfion of three thoufand
fouls from fin to holinefs, from Satan to Chrift,
and from the world to Gop.---And now, what
fceptic, or what infidel, can deny the evidence,
or difpute the truth of thefe wonderful and de-
hohtful operations of the holy {pirit of Gon!
and what wife and good man but muft confefs,
with gratitude and tears of holy delight, the in-
vincible and the uncontroulable evidence of the
truth and divinity of the chriftian religion.

But we have farther wonders of divine power
and glory in the working of miracles by the
hands of the apoftles.

You fee a miferable cripple, from his birth,
at the call of Peter, in the name of Jefus, made
to leap up, and ftand, and walk with perfect
foundnefs of limbs, praifing Gop. Aés. iii.
2--8.

You fee the very thadow of Peter cure all
manner of difeafes, and drive out devils! What
an honour did the Son of Gop confer on this
man, who had been {o fcandaloufly befooled by
the devil but a few wecks before! Adlls v.
15, 16. |

You fee Eneas, who had kept his bed eight
years, and was almoft dead with the palfy, {pring
mto vigorous life and health, in a moment, at a

word from the {fame apoftle, Adts ix. 34.
| You
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You fee that amiable and generous benefaltrefs
to the poor widows raifed from the dead in a
moment, in order to {ftamp an eternal honour on
Peter, and to afford the benevolent woman frefh
occafions to do good to Gop’s poor people, and
frefh advantages to brighten her crown of glory
in the fkies. Acts 1x. 36--41. You fee two vile
 covetous lyars ftruck dead in an inftant. v. g--10.
You fee Elymas the forcerer, that child of the
devil, and enemy of all righteoufnefs, ftruck
~ blind 1n a moment. xiui. 11. You fee a poor
cripple, who had never walked 1n his life, ftand
upright on his feet, and walk, and leap, with
furprize and joy. xiv. 10. You fee the body
and foul of a poor deluded girl delivered from
the vile machinations of the devil in an inftant
of time. xvi, 18. You {ee the vittorious power
of the apoftle Paul to be {o great and aftonifhing
as to make difeafes and devils flee away at the
ficht of an apron or an handkerchief. xix. 12,
You fee Eutychus fall down dead, and raifed to
life in a moment. xx. g--11. You {ee a venom-
ous viper faften on Paul’s hand, and is thook off
into the fire without any hurt. xxvil. 3--5. You
fee a fever and a bloody flux cured by Paul, in
the name of Jefus; and all manner of difeafes
in the whole 1fland flee away at his command.
xxvill, 8--g,

RECOL-
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RECOLLECTION.

Now, my reader, review what we have fet be-
fore your eyes. See the wonders of omnipotence,
performed by Moles, Jofhua and the prophets,
by Chrift and his apoftles; and view the whole
in connexion with the goodnefs of the doltrine,
and the fulfilment of a thoufand prophecies, and
then fay, if you dare, that all thefe things are
cunningly-devifed fables. But if you can affert
this horrible lye, what an heart muft you have;
a heart worfe than the devil’s; worfe poifoned
with infidelity than the damned themfelves: for
hell has no fuch malignant infidels there.

O! Gob, my faviour, give my readers a large
meafure of that noble, vital faith which is the
confident expectation of things hoped for, and
the demonftrative evidence of things not feen.
Heb. xi. 1. Grant us that faith which makes in-
vifible perfons, tranfattions, and bleflings, to be
prefen. with the foul, and gives them a fub-
ftantial exiftence in the mind, with the mott
realizing conviétion of their truth, excellence,
fweetnefs, and glory! Then we fhall cry out,
as a convinced {ceptic did before Dr. Owen,
“ Here is evidence enough to confound and con-
vince the very devil himfelf.” But indeed he
knows already the truth of all thefe things to his
coft. O! good, great, and mighty Gop, de-
liver us from that unbelief, which 1s a proud

diffent
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diffent of the underftanding from the revealed
truth of Gopb, a rebellious dénial of confent to
the goodnefs of Gop’s teftimony, and a wicked
and fcornful rejection of the perfon, offices, and
crucifixion of the Lord Jefus Chnit.

Bleffed Jesus, diffufe the light and energy of
thy fpirit of wifdom and love over our dark and
weak underftandings, and make us feel the ut-
moft force and keennefs of found conviction.
Eternal SpiriT, the great author of our exiftence
and rational powers, give us the moft lively per-
ceptions of thine infinite wifdom and almighty
agency in the produion of all thefe works of
wonder, mercy, and terror; and teach us to
acknowledge and adore thee as the great executor
and finifher of all the works of Gop. Thy hand
produced the dreadful deluge---the confufion of
languages---the burning bufh---the rod turned
into a ferpent---the rivers made blood--~the
plague of frogs---the duft turned into lice---the
imumenfe fwarms of flies, which filled all Egypt---
the murrain on the cattle---the boils and blains
on man and beaft---the hajl mingled with fire
and thunder---the dreadful locufts---the black-
nefs of darknefs to be felt---the death of the firft-
born---thine almighty arm, O ! Gop, the eternal
Spirit, divided the red fea, and rolled up the
mountainous waters into folid rocks---thy good-
nefs {weetened the bitter waters of Marah---and

YoL. 11, k thine
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thine infinite power made the flinty rock gufh
into fountains of water. The thunder, the flafhes
of fire, with the tremendous earthquake at Sinali,
were the effets of thy glorious and irrefiftible
power and divinity---it was thy hand which
created the inconceivable number} of quails,
fufficient to feed five and twenty hundred thou-

fand * human bodies at one and the {ame hour;
and every day for the fpace of a month---and it
was thy beneficent hand which furnifhed manna
every morning to fatisfy three millions of people
through the courfe of forty years. It was the
fire of thy dreadful wrath which confumed thofe
traiterous rebels Nadab and Abihu---and thy
tremendous juitice opened the jaws of the earth
to {wallow up whole families of infolent infidels
in amoment, Thy power commanded the brazen
ferpent to cure the deadly bites of the fiery fer-
pents---and the fame wonderful agency opened

the mouth of the dumb afs to reprove the mad-
nefs of a falfe prophet.

At thy fovereign word Jordan's river divides---

the

1 The very learned and judicious bithop Patrick, in his admirable
Commentary on Numbers xi. 31, thinks thefe creatures were a fort of
Focwits, like young lobifters ; and the equally learned Dr. Gill, in his Ex-
pofition, concurs in the fame {entiment.--- Let my reader only figure to
himfelf the immenfe loads which fell for twenty miles on every fide round
the camp, three feet high, and every day for a whole month together.

¢ The number of men able to bear arms amongft the Ifraelites, was fix
hundred thoufand ; thefe are always reckoned about a fifth part of a na-
sion of people, fo that the whole number of the Ifraelites was about thres
millions.--.Se¢ Exod. xif, 37, XXxviii, 26, Numb. i, 46+ xi, 3L
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the fun and moon ftand fill for a whole day---
Gideon’s fleece---the ftrength of Sampfon---the
jaw-bone gufhing into a fountain of water, are
all vouchers for thine omnipotence.* Thy dread-
ful juftice ftruck one hundred and eighty-five
thouland rebels dead in one fingle night; and
thy marvellous grace preferved three noble heroes
unhurt amidft the raging flames of fire! The
lions were muzzled by thine almighty power:
and, by thy goodnefs, Jonah was preferved, at

the bottom of the fea, from immediate ruin and
death.

Thou art the great author of the iNcarvaTION
of our Lord Jefus Chrift: thy wifdom, power,
holinefs, and goodnefs, formed his human na-
ture, confifting of a true body, and a reafonable
holy foul. 'This 1s the higheft and nobleft work
that was ever performed by the creating wifdom
of the deity, and it was worthy of a Gop. It
was by the power of the fpirit of Gop, co-
operating with the Lord Jefus, that devils were
caft out, and all miracles effefted. Matt. x1n. 28,
And in the ftrength or power of the Spirit, Jefus
returned victorious over the fierceft temptations.
Iukeiv. 14. For the {pirit of Gop dwelt with
unmeafurable grace upon him. John ni. 34.

Thy

* Tron was made to fwim, contrary to the laws of fpecific gravity, 1. ¢
the weight of bodigs, bulk for bulk, 2 Kings vi. 6,

E 2
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Thy glorious Godhead, O! blefled Spirit, ap-
pears in all the miracles of the Old and New
Teftament. By thy joint co-operation, water
was turned into wine---the lepers were cleanfed---
the centurion’s fervant healed---burning fevers
removed---raging tempefts calmed---the blind
made to fee---the deaf to hear---the dumb to
{peak---the withered hand reftored---the crippled
limbs made to walk, and leap for joy---the dead
were ralfed---and raging devils made to flee. By
thine agency, a vaft number of great fithes were
brought into Peter’s net---and by thy victorious
and invincible grace, the fouls of finners, in all
ages, are made {piritually to fee and hear the
olories of the cosperL, to feel its power, to
ftretch out the hand of faith to Chrift, to walk
in his ways, and warble forth the praifes of their
redeeming Gob; and to fing, Worthy 1s the
Jamb that was flain.

Thy divine and 1nfinite power fhone out with
the moft illuftrious grandeur in the refurretion
of our Lord’s dead body from the grave. Rom.
viil. 10, 131. Here the Gopueap of the Holy
Spirit appeared in its meridian glory! And how
invincible will the evidence appear in the re-
generation angd {anétification of all the nations on
carth 1n the latter day, and in the refurreétion of
the whole world from the dead! Then all thy
final enemies will be confounded, aftonifhed, and

perifh :
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perith: then all thy friends thall appear as living

temples of the living Gob, and tfhine out as
millions of funs in the kingdom of their father.

Matt. x111. 43.

Selet BOOKS on the Subje&t of MiracLes.

1. The wife(t writer on the Miracles recorded in Scripture I have ever
read, is the great, the good, and amiable Dr. John Leland, who lately died
at Dublin. This learned man was one of the ableft champions again# the
deifts, and for the defence of chriftianity, that ever lived in any age ‘or na-
tion: and hjs works will remain as immortal monuments of clear, fair,
mafculine reafoning, and convincing demonftration, as long as reafon and
the world fhall endure.---Read firft his 7th letter on the Deiftical Writefs,
vol. i. 8vo. edit. 1754 ; where you have an account of Dr, Zackary
PxarsE on Miracles, in four parts, 1729.---Dr, SMALLBROOK on Mira-
cles, 2 vols, 8vo, 1729.---Mr. Ray’s Vindication of our Saviour’s Mira-
cles, in two parts, 1727, 1729.~---Mr. STEveENsoN’s Conference on the
Miracles of our Saviour, publithed in 1730 ; an ingenious and folid per-
formance,---Dr, LARDNER’s Vindication of our blefled Saviour’s Mira-
cles, 1729.---Dr. HENRY’s Defence of the Scripture Hiftory concerning
Jairus’s daughter---the widow’s fon at Naim-.-and. the refurrection of
Lazarus. London, 1729.---With his other volume, being a continuation
of the Defence of Scripture Hiftory. London, 1730.

2. Read Dr. Ler anp’s Examination of Mr. Hume’s Efflay on Miracles,
vol. ii,---View of the Deiftical Writers, letter }ii. with Refle€tions on
the fecond part of Mr. Hume’s Efflay on Miracles, vol. ii. letteriv..--The
Miracies of CuristraNiTy, Lord Bolingbroke fays (if they were
really wrought) are fufficient proofs of its divine authority, letter xiv.

3. Read Dr, CamreBELL on Miracles, agamft David Hume, 12mo.

4. Read Dr, CLararzpr’s Confideratiens on the Mxraclea of the
Gofpel, 8vo. Newbery. 1767,

5. Read Dr. Dopprince on Miracles. See his leCtures, part v,
lect. ct,

6. Read the great Joun Huvrriox’s moft judicious difcourfe on M1-
racLEs, in his Scripture Doétrine of the Hory SririT, 8vo. 1734,
pP: 435--460. I freely declare to my young friends, that this is the moft
compendious view of the nature and ufe of Miracres that they can
read ; and it will prepare them to perufe with judgment and underfitand-
ing the larger difcourfes on MirAcLEs, written by Dr, LELAND, and

the abpve excellent writers,
AvVIEW
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A vivw of Mr. HuzrioN on MigacrLzs.~--He firft ftates the true
idea or nature of a Miracle:

3. Miracles are extraordinary works of Gop, above, beyond, or con-
trary to the courfe of nature, or power of fecond caufes, done to confirm
the truth.  Some Miracles are prater naturam, befides nature, or out of
its common courfe, as the ftanding fRill of the fun. Some are above the
power of nature, as the multiplication of the five loaves and two fithes,
te feed five thoufand. Some Miracles are contrary to the courfe and

power of nature, as the fafety of the threc nobles in the fiery furnace,
and Paniel in the Lions den,

2. He enquires what power is requifite to the working of Miracles, or
by whom they may be performed: he rejedts, with a juft indignation, the
falfe notion of fome writers, ‘¢ That true and real Miracles have been
done, and may be done, by finite created fpirits ; yea, and by devils and
bad fpirits.” And he fhews, that an alinighty, infinite power, is re-
quired to the working of a true and real Miracle ; and that, therefore,
Miracles belong to Gop alone, asthe suerEME cavse, whoever are the
inflruments, And with pleafurel inform my reader, that my dear and
honoured friend, the late judicious Mr. John Brine, was of the fame
mind in his Chapter of Miracles, in anfwer to Fofter, 8vo. 1746.

3. He fhews that Miracles are afcribed to the Holy Spirit in the facred
Scriptures. 1 Cor. xii, 10, “ By the fame working of Miracles.”
Matth, xii. 28. I caft out devils by the Spirit of Gep. A&s vi. 5--8.
Stephen, a man full of the Holy Ghoft, did great Miracles, Rom. xv. 19,
Mighty figns and wonders by the power of the fpirit of Gop.---From
which tefiimonies it is very <lear that the Holy Spint is the author or
efficient caufe of miraculous works, As ke had a hand in making the
world, fo he has 2 power of controuling and inverting the powers of
nature in what way and manner he pleafes. But, with grief and jndigna-
tion, I remark, that this great and good Spirit is hated and infulted
throughout this natfon ; and, for this black ingratitude, conneted with
our general lukewarmnefs, under a mational and formal profeffion of
the PROTESTANT RELIGION, we are likely to beleft to ArosTaAcCy,
ATHEISM, and POPERY.

N.B. Lurrwarmness confifts in a fad indifference of heart to the
clear and ftriking Evipences of the gofpel---a vile indifference of heart
to the moit glorious piscovERIES which were hid in Gop from eternity
-..and in an equal indifference of heart to the ferious PRAcTICE Of
chriftianity, and the prorAGATION of it in the nation and the world,
This is the temper which will bring the curfe of popery ence more on
GrraT-BriTAIN and IRELAXD.

4. He fhews that Miracles tend much to the confirmation of divine re-
velation,---See the great Hurrion on the Spirit, page 436--460.

A CON-



