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divine nature, or the active force of his will, by
which he 1s able in a moment to produce the

moft aftonithing effets in the natural or moral
world.

A weak Gop 1s the moft glaring abfurdity to
the underftanding of man: ’tis a contradiftory
idea in the human mind, which proclaims itfelf
to be nonfenfe on the firft propofal to our reafon
and common fenfe.

The idea of mfinite power is effential to all
right conceptions of a Gop.

We gain the idea of power by obferving an
activity, life, and ftrength in ourfelves, and in
other creatures all around us; as well as by ob-
ferving the firiking appearances of motion in the
heavenly bodies, which muft be attributed to a
mighty caufe full of life, altivity, and ftrength,

equal to the grandeur and conftancy of the
effelts.

This active principle of power in Gop muit
be abfolutely unlimited: ’tis a perfection in the
divine nature that tranfcends all 1ts pofiible
effects in our bodies, in our fouls, in the bodies
and motions of all the animal worlds in the earth
and feas, in the planetary worlds, and the ftarry
heavens; and 1t muft infinitely tranfcend even all
miraculous operations.

The laws of nature are nothing elfe but the
ftated method of Goo’s preferving the exiftence
and
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and governing the motions of the natural world ;
or, in Thorter words, the laws of nature are the

ufual manner in which Gop afts through all his
works of creation and providence.

“ Law, In its moft general and comprehenfive
lenfe,* (fays the very fagacious judge Blackftone)
fignifies a rule of aion; and is applied indif-
criminately to all kinds of aftion, whether
animate or inanimate, rational or irrational.
Thus we fay the laws of motion, of gravitation,
of optics, or mechanics, as well as the laws of
nature and of nations. And it is that rule of
attion which is prefcribed by fome fuperior, and
which the inferior is bound to cbey.

¢« Thus, when the suPREME BEING formed the
univerie, and created matter which had no ex-
iftence before, he imprefled certain principles
'upon that matter, from which it can never de-
part, and without which it would ceafe to be.
‘When he put that matter into motion, he
eftablifhed certain laws of motion, to which all
moveable bodies muft conform. To which laws,
as long as this matter conforms, fo long it con-
tinues in perfettion, and anfwers the end of its
formation. |

<« Jf we farther advance, from mere ina&ive

matter to vegetable and animal life, we fhall
find

* See his moft judicious Commentaries on the Laws of England,
Vol 1. 8vo, Edit. 1773. p. 38, On the Nuture of Laws in general,
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~ find them {till governed by laws; more numerous
indeed, but equally fixed and invariable.

““ The whole progrefs of plants, from the feed
to the root, and from thence to the feed again,
the method of animal nutrition, digeftion, fecre-
tion, and all other branches of vital ceconomy,
are not left to chance, or the will of the creature
itfelf, but are performed in a wondrous involun-
tary manner, and guided by unerring rules laid
down by the great creator.

“ 'This then is the general fignification of law,
a rule of a&ion diftated by fome fuperior being :
and, in thofe creatures that have neither the
power to think, nor to will, fuch laws mufit be
invariably obeyed fo long as the creature itfelf
fubfifts, for its exiftence depends on that obedi-
ence.”----Thus f{peaks that oracle of the law,
judge Blackitone. |

As I write chiefly for young perfons, I do fup-
pofe that many of them are unacquainted with
what are ufually ftiled Sir Ifaac Newton’s Laws
of Nature; I will therefore infert them in this
place, in order to prepare the way for my main
fubjelt.

The firft Law of moTion 1s, that all bodies
continue in the fame ftate of reft in which they
began their being; or of moving uniferinly in a
itrait line, unlefs fome external force, imprefled
upon them, makes them alter that ftate,

You. 11. B The
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The fecond Law of MoTion 1s, that the
changes made in the motion of bodies are always
proportional to the moving forces imprefled, and

are produced in the fame right line in which
thofe forces act.

The third Law of moTioNn i1s, that ation and
rc-ation are always contrary, and always equal
to each other; or the mutual aétions of two

bodies upon each other are equal, and in con-
trary directions.

The cranp Law which holds our whole v1ﬁblc
fyftem together, 1s this:
- That all bodies in our world mutually attract
each other, in proportion to their refpedtive
quantities of matter; and their attractions di-
minifh or increafe in proportion as the iquare
of the diftance between them diminifhes or 1n-
creafes.

We may farther obferve, in a more general
manner, ¢ That there 1s a {yftem of beings round
about us, of which we ourfelves are a part, which
we call the world; and in this world there is a
courfe of nature, or a fettled order of caufes,
effe&ts, antecedents, concomitants, and confe-
quences, from which the Gop of nature doth not

vary, but upon very important occafions.”----
Dr. Watts.

Miracles are fenfible changes in the order of
nature; or they are {fuch altions of Gop as are
{fuperiar
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{fuperior to the ufual courfe and powers of nature,
and rife above the common operations in the
affemblage of created beings.

Miracles are an addrefs to our fenfes, in proof
of a divine revelation: and, in this point of
view, when miracles are viewed in connexion
with the goodnefs of the doltrine and the ful-
filment of prophecy, they appear of vaft im-
portance and ufe in the demonftration of the
truth and glory of the chriftian religion, and
deferve the utmoft attention and regard from

every man who is an honeft enquirer after
truth.

Real miracles are moft glorious and firiking
demonftrations of the life, omniprefence, and
power of Gop; attefting that he is the author
of the difcoveries, and the grand origin of the

fublime 1ideas conveyed to us in the holy Scrp-
tures.

Gop has prudently chofen this manner of ad-
drefs to the fenfes and drowfy powers of man-
kind, to awaken their ftupified faculties, and
roufe their attention to affairs of the utmoft
confequence with refpet to Gop’s glory and
their own eternal happinefs.

By this wife method he fets the broad feal of
omnipotence on his own ideas, and thews himfelf
to be the fole author of all thofe immortal in-

B 2 ventions
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ventions and wonderful difcoveries which were
hid in Gop from eternal ages.* Eph. ul. ¢.---
There can be no better external evidence devifed
or thought of by all the rational men in the
world, to evince the truth of the Scriptures, and

confirm the divine difcoveries of the gofpel, than
MIRACLES.

This 1s a vivid and popular demonftration,
fuited to the loweft capacities of men, as well as
to the higheft and ftrongeft underftandings: ’tis
the thort and lively reafoning of an omnipotent
Gop; and the mind of man muft {ee, in an in-
ftant, the connexion of thefe two i1deas, a miracle
and a divine revelation.

This fenfible action of Gop 1s the grand ex-
ternal advantage of a divine revelation over all
rafcally impoftures of men, and all impudent
and artful delufions of the devil. A miracle is
the great fuperior evidence in its favour above all
pretended revelations; and the underftanding fees
in a moment the connexion between Gop’s ideas,
or difcoveries, and his ftriking acions, producing
a change 1n the order of nature.

I repeat it again, for the fake of my young
readers, (becaufe this argument, drawn from
miracles, has been attempted to be difcredited,
and run down with impudence and virulence by

the infidels of the age) that no clearer evidence
of

* Apo toon aonioon,
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of an external nature can be given, no ftronger
atteftation of a Gop can be furnifhed to confirm
the truth of a divine difcovery in the gofpel,
than the working of real miracles. |

Not a more convincing proof or demontftration
of the divine truths, ideas, and difcoveries in the
Bible, than the exertions of almighty power, or
miracles, wrought in confirmation of this God-
breathed book ! |

The voice of Gop from heaven as loud as ten
thoufand thunders, or the appearance of Gop as
bright as ten thoufand funs, and rapid as the
flathes of lightening, declaring fome particular
truths, or making {ome fpecial difcoveries, would
not afford us clearer evidence of thofe truths, or
fuller proof of thofe difcoveries, than the noble
and glorious exertions of divine power to pro-
duce fenfible changes in the order of nature in
favour of divine revelation.

The mind of man 1s almoft forced to {ee the
connexion of ideas between miracles and a divine
revelation. There is a vifible connexion between
rational and juft difcoveries of Gop, and fenfible
aftions of Gop. The common fenfe of every
honeft man fees the agreement between real
miracles and the Bible.

Let any honeft man, of common fenfe, fit
down for half an hour with ferioufnefs and atten-
tion to the miracles recorded in Scripture, and

he
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he muft unavoidably fee the connexion and agree-
ment between miracles and a divine revelation :
the agreement between bright difplays of the
divine perfections, and the fenfible acions of
Gob tn a miracle---between holy, gracious, and
fublime dicoveries of Gobp’s heart, and the
ftriking and wonderful afts of divine power
which were wrought to confirmr and atteft thofe
dilcoveries.

Place before your eyes, my dear reader, the
difplay of truths which were hid in Gop from
eternal ages, and the fenfible changes 1n the
order of nature, which were effefted by an in-
finite power, with a wife and good defigh of
thewing Gop’s nature m the moft iluftnious
manner, to in{truét his reafonable creatures, and
promote their eternal happinefs.

Place before your eyes the goodnefs of the
do&rine, and a rock fpouting into a fountain
of water---the difcoveries of the gracious and
beautifvl nature of Gop, and water turned into
aenerous wine---the difcoveries of Gon’s defign
to fave man from ruin, and the expulfion of a
legion of devils from one human body---the great
mafter of the world feeding the fouls of men with
the intellectual provifions of truth and goodnef(s;
and, at ancther time, feeding the bodies of feven
thoufand with a few loaves and fithes. Obferve
the convincing agreement between thefe revela-

tions
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tions of the gracious thoughts of Gop and the
wonderful changes in the order and laws of na-
ture, and then fay, 1if you dare, that they are all
delufions of the devil, or deceptions of artful
and defigning men, who lie in wait to cheat and
ruin mankind.

But we muft give you a compendious view of
the principal miracles of the Bible in one con-
tinued feries, that the mind of the reader may be
ftruck with greater wonder and pleafure; and,
by recollefting the goodnefs of the doétrine dif-
played in the firft volume, he may rife to the
fulleft evidence and conviction, that all Scripture
is given by infpiration of Gob.----Let us then
take

A view of the MmiracLts recorded in the Oup
‘TESTAMENT.

Ever keep the defcription of a miracle :n your
mind, that it is a feniible aétion of Gop making
aftonifhing changes in the order of nature: and
that by nature we mean the brautiful affemblage
of created beings in the heavens, earth, and fea;
and cfpec‘i'ally in the animal and rational world.
Give me your honeft and beft attention whilft I
place the miracles of Gop before your eyes.

You fee a flood of water rapidly proceed to
rife four miles* high all over the globe, and
{well

* A mileis 1760 yards; let us multiply that by four, and the produét
will be above feven thoufand yards: that is, the waters of the deluge
rofe
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fwell feven yards above the higheft mountains
in the world. Gen. vii. 20.

You fee thoufands, yea millions of men
change their language into feveral languages,$§
almoft 1n 2 moment. What can this change
be afcribed to but the extraordinary hand and
miraculous power and wifdom of Gop! Gen. xil.

You fee torrents of fire and brimftone pouring
from heaven on Sodom and Gommorah in a
moment : indeed you {ee whole rivers and oceans
of flame, like hell, rolling from heaven, and
mingled with the fierceft wrath and vengeance
of an injured Gop. Gen. xix. 24.

You fee a bufh in a flaming fire, and yet not
burnt! How ftriking a demonftration of the
prefence and power of Gobp. Exod. ni.  You
fee the dry rod of Mofes {pring into a living
crocodile in 2 moment, and immediately turned
back into a dry rod! Exod. iv. 3, 4. You fee
the healthful hand of Mofes totally infected with
a virulent leprofy, and again reftored to perfeét
health in 2 moment. Exod.iv. 6, 7. You like-
wife fee Aaron’s rod thoot into a dreadful croco-
dile, or ferpent, before Pharaoh, in a2 moment;

and

rofe above twenty.one thoufand feet perpendicular height. Behold the
hand of Gobp, and tremble; and adore the holy juftice of Gop, which
deftroyed, at once, eleven thoufand millions of mankind !

§ Bithop Patrick gives a very clear and rational idea of this change of
Ianguages.---See his Commentary on Gen. xi. with Mr, Henry and Dr.
Gill, in loc.
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and you fee this ferpent devour all the rods of
the magicians! Exod. vil. 10, 12. You fee all
the river Nile turned into blood. Exod. vii. 20.
A world of frogs. Exod. viil. 6. The duft of
“all the land fhoot into lice, 1n fo {udden a man-
ner as to force even the proud magicians to con-
{efs it was the FinGER of Gop. Exod. viil. 17, 19,
The whole kingdom of Egypt filled with flies.
Exod. viii. 24. Murrains and death on the
beafts. Exod. ix. 6. Blains and boils on the
brutes, and on the Egyptians; yea, even on the.
magicians themfelves. Exod. ix. 10, 11. You
fee an hail - ftorm mingled with thunder and
flames of fire. Exod. ix. 23. You fee the
plague of locufts devouring every vegetable.
x. 13--15.---and darknefs, like hell, covering the
face of the whole land in a moment. x. 21--23.---
with the death of all the firft-born in the whole
kingdom of Egypt. xi1. 29, 30.

You fee the red fea divide and roll up into
mountains; and, in fvite of the grand law of
fluids, which prefs every way, and every way
equally, thefe raving billows ftand congealed
like folid ice on either fide of an army of millions
of men. Exod. xiv, 22, 29.* You {fee bitter

waters

* To give my young reader a more lively and firiking idea of this
miracle, I would have him confider that the breadth of the fea, at the
place where two or three millions of Ifraelites pafled over, is reckoned by
fome travellers fix miles broad, by others ten miles, and by others eighteen
miles, Let it be obferved, that they were about twelve hours in pafiing it;

and
YoL. 11, C
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waters made {weet in a moment. Exod. xv. 2¢,
The flinty rock gufhes into {prings of water.
Num. xx. 11, You fee mount Sinai tremble to
its bafis, whilft the fummit is cloathed with
blacknefs and tempeft, thunder and fire. Exnd.
xix. 18, You fee manna provided by the hand
of Gob, for two or three millions of people,
every morning for forty years. Exod. xvi. 3s.
You fee fire from Gop devour two rebels in a
moment. Lev. x. 1, 2. And, with 2 mixture
of wonder and terror, you fee the earth open her
jaws and {fwallow up hundreds of proud, daring
wretches, in the twinkling of an eye. Num.
xvi. 32. You fee the fiery flying ferpents kill
with a bite, and a {erpent of brals cures the
deadly wounds they give. Num. xxi. 9. Yau
fee the rod of Aaron bring forth buds, and bloom
blofloms, and yield almonds. Num. xvii. 8.
You fee a dumb and ftupid animal, in an inflant,
endued with reafon and {peech, to reprove the
madnefs of a wicked magician. Num. xxii. 28.
2 Pet. 1. 16. You {ee the river of Jordan roll
back 1ts current, rife into mountainous heaps,
and f{tand like fixed rocks, whilft three millions

of people pafs over into the promifed land.
Jofh.

and if we allow two miles an hour for the women and'children, and their
heavy baggage, to march, this will lead us to conclude, that the red fca

might be about twenty-four miles broad at the place of their paflage...-
See Dr. Gill, in loc.

1+ The waters below runring down to the Jake of Sodom, and thofe

above being ftopped, made a dry channel for fixteen or eighteen miles.

The river was about ninety feet broad and nine feet deep,---See Maundrell
and Shaw, and Dr. Gili, in lec.
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Joth. 111. 16, You fee the fun and moon ftand
{till for a whole day, at the command of a man ;
and the motions in our {yftem make a folemn
paufe for twelve hours.* Jofh. x. 12--14. You
fee Gideon’s fleece of wool wet, and all the
ground dry; again you fee the fleece dry, and
all the ground wet with dew. Judg. vi. 38.
You fee the ftrength of Sampfon quite above
the order and laws of nature, and was truly a
fenfible and continued miracle. You fee a dry
jaw-bone fpout into fountains of water. You fee
immenfe ftrength, loft, return to a man in his laft
prayer. Judg.xiv. 6. xv. 19. xvi. 30. You fee
the omnipotence of Gob accelerate the motion,
and increafe the momentum, or force, of a
fmooth pebble, flung from the hand of a fhep-
herd boy, fo as to pierce the hell-hardened fkuil
of a monfter eleven feet high, and bring him in
2 moment dead to the ground. 1 Sam. xvii. 49.
You fee meal in a barrel, and oil in a crufe,
multiplied to a prodigious quantity, and through
a long duration: for you fee this barrel of
meal fail not, and this crufe of oil increafe
for three years. 1 Kings xvii, 12--16. You

{ee

* ¢ In the hiftory, this is ferioufly related, as real matter of fa&t, and
with fuch circumftances, as manifeft them to have been miraculons
works of the almighty, In Jofhua’s cafe, to ftop the diurnal courfe of
the globe for fome hours, and then again to give it the fame motion,
required the fame infinite power which ar firft gave the terraqueous globe
its motion.”----Dr. Derham’s Phyfico - Theology, p . 64, in the néte,
Edit. xi. 24°.

C 2
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fee the dead fon of the widow of Zarephath

{pring to life in a moment. 1 Kings xvil. 17--24.
You fee rain with-held from the land of Ifrael
for three years and fix months. 1 Kings xviii.
You fee fire from Gop confume the facrifice and
the wood, the ftones and the duft, and lick up
twelve barrels of water which overflowed the
trench and the altar. 1 Kings xviii. 38, You
{ee fire rained from heaven on the enemies of the
oreat prophet Elijah. 2 Kings i. 10--12. You
~ {ee this glorious man of Gop fly to heaven in a
chariot of fire. 2 Kings 1. 11.  You {ee the
river of Jordan divide at the ftroke of a man.
2 Kings ii. 14. You fee the Shunamite’s fon
raifed from the dead, and reftored to his joyful
mother. 2 Kings iv. 35. You fee a pot of oil
multiplied in {o wonderful 2 manner as to fill
many barrels. 2 Kings iv. 1-~7. You {ee Naa-
man’s leprofy cured by wathing in the river
Jordan. 2 Kingsv. 14. You fee Gehazi curfed,
for covetoufnefs, with a leprofy, which fhould
infect all his pofterity. 2 Kings v. 27. You fee
a dead man {pring into life on being laid in
Elitha's grave, and touching his bones. 2 Kings
xiit. 21.  You {ee that bluftering bully, Rab-
fhakeh, with one hundred and eighty - five
thoufand foldiers, ftruck dead in one fingle
night. 2 Kings xix. 35.---See Rollin’s firiking
refleCtions on this miracle 1n his Method of

Study,
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Study, vol. 1ii. 12mo. p. 228, Fr. edit,---You fee
the fun’s thadow go backward ten degrees on
the dial of Ahaz.* Ifai. xxxviil. 3. You fee
three noble heroes thrown into a fiery furnace,
heated with feven-fold rage, and come out un-
hurt. Dan. ili. 27. You fee a proud rational
turned into the refemblance of a beaft for feven
years, and then reftored again to reafon by the
power of Gop. Dan. iv. 32--36. You fee a
clorious ftatefman. and fervant of *Gop thrown
into a den of lions, and wonderfully preferved
by the omnipotence of Gop. Dan. vi. 23. You
{ee a man preferved alive 1n the belly of a fith
for three days, and come out on dry land. Jonah
11. 10.

A view of the MmiracLEs in the New TESTAMENT.

Here we fee the eternal Son of Gop 1n our na-
ture, amidft all his outward poverty and apparent
meannefs of condition; yet, to an eye of faith,
he appears arrayed in glory brighter than the
beams of the fun, and blazing abroad his omni-
potence and majefty through all worlds, vifible
or invifible; and devils, difeafes, men, trees,
beafts, fithes, and the dark empire of the king of
terrors, own his abfolute dominion, and obey his

all-

* < Inftead of being an obje&ion, it is a great argument of the power
of Gop : for, in Hezekiah’s cafe, ro wheel the earth itfelf backward;
or, by fome cxtraordinary refradtions, to bring the fun backward ten de-
grees, required the fame infinite power which at firft gave the terraqueous
globe its motion,’ -=-Dr, Derham’s Phyfico-Theology, book ii. chap.iil.
Rote (d)
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all-commanding nod.---We will, for the fake of
methed, range our Lord’s miracles in the follow-
ing claffes, 1. e. thofe performed on his own
body---on the bodies of living men---on dif-
eafes---on the paflions of men---on winds and

waves---on foods---on fithes---on the devilg—--

and on the dead---with human Youls in the in-
vifible world.

You firft fee the aftonithing miracle of his 1n-
CARNATION without the interpofition of a human
father! This is fuch an ation of a condefcending
Gop as mult {trike all the faints and angels in
glory with the higheft adoration and delight to
eternity. You fee our Lord Jefus fufpend the
law of cravitTaTIiON In his own body, and walk
on the watry world with as much eafe and {afety
as on dry land. John vi. 19. You fee him raife
his own body from the dead with the fame eafe
as awaking from a flumber: and thefe aftonith-
ing altions he performed above all the laws of
“nature, and for ends worthy of the dignity of a
Gop. John x. 18. You fee him work miracles
on the bodies of living men : he gives bright and
beautiful eyes to the blind---ears to the deaf---
arms and hands to the maimed---healthful limbs
to the cripples---melodious tongues to the dumb,
to warble forth his praifes and proclaim his glory.
Matt. x1. 5. You fee all manner of piseases fly
at his word---fevers depart---palfies are cured in

a moment



