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moment of his life. And he did what no other
law-giver ever did; for he not only expounded
his own law 1n 1ts vaft extent, but obeyed per-
fetly his own expofition.

- He ftood up, with the utmoft ftoutnefs of
{piric and ardour of zeal, for the honour of Gob’s
law, and 1ts eternal obligations and authority
over the fouls of all men ; efpecially againft thofe
filthy AxTINOMIAKS, the Pharifees, who were the
grand corrupters of the eternal and immutable
law. Chrift hated all oppofition to the divine
law : he difdained all oppofite felf-will to Gobp:
he looked upon it as {fenfelefs and abfurd ; as con-
trary to right reafon, and quite repugnant to the
idea of man’s natural and moral dependence on
Gop : he abhorred all the inventions of men in
religion, which he knew to have a dirett ten-
dency to enervate the obligations and corrupt
the {piritual fenfe of the divine law: he would
not give place to men or devils, no, not for an
hour, in their attempts to diminith the dignity,
and tarnifh the glory of the holy and eternal law,
which comymands all that is right, and forbids all
that 1s wrong.

He rejoiced to fee men and angels obey the
divine law: he was exceedingly pleafed to fee
the law of Gop obeyed in other men, and was
charmed with every inftance of faith, love, and

- obedience. Yea, he carried matters {o far as to
love
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Yove even the mere external refemblance of vir-
tue. He looked on the young man, and loved
him. See Dr. Watts’s admirable Sermon on the
lovely Youth perithing in Sia, vol. i. 8vo.---
Chrift rejoiced much more to fee the centurion’s
faith : the poor woman, by her faith, conquered
his heart: and it pleafed his generous, com-
paflionate foul, to fee the humble, penitent
proftitute wath his feer with her tears.

Upon the whole, we muft be forced to obierve,
that Chrift loved to be determined by the divine
law : he was always delighted to know the whole
will of Gop: he fhewed in his own temper and
condu&, that obedience to Gep was the moit
wife, the moft juft, and the moft lovely attion,
above every thing elfe in the world: he evinced
and difplayed the beauty and juftice of the Law
of NaTuRE, and fhewed the dignity and {plender
of virTuE before heaven, earth, and hell

4. Curist inceffantly worfhipped Gob his
FATHER, with the moft fublime spiriT of RE-

LIGION.
The worfhip which Chrift paid to Gop his
father was an aét of his underftanding, choice,
and affetion : it was an a& of his whole {oul,
applying itfelf to the knowledge of the nature
and excellent properties of Gop, with actual
thoughts of his glorieus majefty and dominion ;
recolle&ting the fhining purity of his perfections
Aa2 with
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with the moft intenfe veneration and delight,
acknowledging Gop as the fupreme coverRxor

of the world; the firft cause and chief coob,
and laft 5§D of all things.

The {fublime worfhip which Chrift performed
to his heavenly father, flowed from a pure nature,
confifting of holy powers and affe&ions; not
only from his foul, as a rational and free agent,
but from his foul as inlaid with holy fprings of
altion, full of divine elafticity, evolving with
their utmoft force and fire into the immenfity of

Gov’s perfettions, and fpreading abroad into the
infinitude of his love.

Chrift’s admirable worfhip was atuated by the
influence and inceflant agency of Gop the Holy
Spirit on his mind. This blefled agent gave him
clear 1deas of Gop every moment, and lively per-
ceptions of the beautiful qualities of the divine
nature. He, by this means, kept up the full
force of his holy inclinations, and the free, fixed
choice of Gop in his foul : he infpired him with
a lively tafte for the good, the fublime, and the
beautiful charalter of Gop: and this blefled
Spirit gave him an aftual power to perform his
worfhip with the higheft delight.

Chrift worfhipped his father with fincerity and
integrity of heart: he had a fingle aim and in-
tention to pleale Gop his father, and approve
himfelf to him through the whole courfe of his

life ;
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life : he knew the divine will in 1its full extent,
and applied himielf to the praltice of it in all
its branches: he maintained a perfett confiftency
of condu¢t in all his thoughts, words, and attions;
and was all of a piece in his behaviour in folitude
and in company: he was always as good 1n {ecret
as he appeared to be in the public view of thou-
fands of {petators.

Gobp demanded his heart: and Chrift gave him
his heart; his whole heart and {oul, and ftrength
and mind. Sincerity was the blood and fpirit of
every grace in Chrift’s {potlefs {foul. Chnft never
had one grain of deceit in his precious immacu-
late mind. Hypocrify and lukewarmnefs never
for one moment had a dwelling there. No, but
he adored Gop with all the united powers of his
heart: he worfthipped him with the collefted
force of all his faculties and paffions, which
~ flowed with a full ftream of life into Gob.

Chrift, in the daily aétions of worfhip, felt a
moft fpiritual alivity; a quick fenfibility of
Gop, and a lively ravilhment of affeCtion an
unutterable tranfport of love and joy in all the
divine perfeltions,

Gob 1s a {pirit every where prefent and every
where active; therefore Chrift gave him a living
altive fervice every moment, Adts of worfhip
were the delight and recreation of his whole
exiftence and life,

Chniit
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Chrift exerted all the force of the moft ex-
cellent fpiritual habits, or abilities and difpofi-
tions to love and glorify Gon. Rrriciow
appeared in its full power and glory in the foul
of Jefus Chrift. Here you fee what true re-
L1GION is in its utmoft grandeur and beauty, and
approaching towards infinite perfetion, All the
living fprings of grace flowed out of his holy
foul: all the fountains of the great deep of
CRrift’s powers and graces were opened up, and
ran with a full ftream into the boundlefs ocean
of Gob’s perfections.

Jefus Chrift felt an inceflant admiration of the
beauty of Gop: that is, he exerted a refpeétful
and pleafling emotion of foul at the grandeur,
novelty, and beauty of the divine charalter: he
had the utmoft efteem for him as the moft worthy
being : a defire after him as fit to do himfelf all
pofiible good : he felt the mofit intenfe good will
to him, as fit to receive the utmoft good: and
he felt the richeft delight in Gob, as an ocean of
the pureft good, the centre and repofe of immor-
tal fpirits,

He had a vivid confciou{nefs, that in Gobp
there was every thing agreeable to his noble
powers and affe&ions, every thing fuited to his
moft refined mexTaL TasTte: he felt an active
Joy ftreaming into Gopo, and rolling back from

Gop, with intenfe unbounded fire: he felt a deep
reverence
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reverence of the divine majefty, an awful feafe of
his boundlefs grandeur, as prefent to his mental
eye; yea, and as if Gop was prefent to the eyes of
his body, and ftood vifibly before his face; or as
if Chrift’s human frame had been atually in the

very heaven of heavens.

The deepeft humility abode in the heart of
Chrift every moment of his life: he had a low
efteem of himfelf when compared with the divine
nature, exifting in three intelligent and free
agents in the undivided being of Gop, Chrift,
in his human nature, knew he was made of duft
and afthes in his body ; that he was a dependent
being on Gop the fupreme being every moment ;
and, that, as a rational exiftence, he was de-
pendent on Gop the supREME RrEasow: he felt
this dependence every inftant of time, and he
acknowledged this dependence with every power
of his foul, and with every fentiment of his

heart.

The utmoft beauty of wvital holinefs, or an
univerfal re&itude of mind and manners were
difplayed by Chrift before men, devils, and
angels.  You fee in him the trueft and niceft
adjuftment of all his powers to the harmonious
perfections of Gop, and the ardent exertion of
the whole affemblage of graces on their proper
objefts. The altions of his heart were fuited to

the diftinct glories of Gop: he delighted to fee
| Gop
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Gop every moment: he felt the energy of an
omniprefent Gop working in his human ftruéture,
and determining his exiftence and rational powers
from moment to moment : he {aw Gob with de-
light wherever he was, on earth or fea: and he
felc an exquifite pleafure at every new fight of
Gop; and he wifthed to repeat that fight, that
profpect, that view, that delicate fenfation, that
enjoyment of Gop’s prefence ; and the more fre-
quent repetitions yielded ftill {fweeter fruitions to
his pure and fpotlefs foul.

Chrift adored his father with the moft fublime
ends that ever entered into a mortal breat. In
every aét of worfhip he had the moft exalted aims
at the illuftrious and boundlefs glory of the
great and good Gop. The glory of the divine
charalter was his {ole objeét and principal end in
every action. Chrift’s 1deas met his father’s ideas
every moment: he had the {ame end as his father
had in all the ideas of his infinite mind and un-
derftanding.

Let us amplify this thought a little more; in

order to difcern with delight the amazing dignity
of the charalter of Chrift.

Gob 1s a {pirit infinitely good and happy, full
of bleffednefs; therefore Chrift approached him
with cheerfulnefs.---Gobp is a {pirit of infinite
majefty and grandeur, therefore Chrift came be-
fore him with reverence.---Gob is a {pirit of the

higheft
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higheft power, dominion, and independent glory;
therefore Chrift adored him with the deepeft hu-
mility and loweft proftration of foul.---Gop is a_
{pirit infinitely holy; therefore Chrift approached
him with the utmoft purity of nature, inclinations,
powers, and affetions.

Gop 1s a fpirit infinitely glorious; poffefled
of a full affemblage of all poflible perfections;
therefore Chrift acknowledged his adorable ex-
cellencies in all he thought, in all he faid, in all
he did, in all the turns of his life, and in all the
meafures of his conduét: he made every fenti-
ment of his foul, every word of his tongue, every
altion of his life, contribute to the glory of the
eternal charater of Gop; by having the higheft
and nobleft aims in the worfhip of his father,
above all the faints in glory; yea, fo intenfe was
the ardour of his foul, as to rife far above the
higheft angels of Gop.

He confidered the obje& of worfhip, Gop;
and the fubject of worfhip, himfelf. Gob is a
fpiritual being; Chrift was a perfet reafonable
creature. ‘The naTurE of Gob inftruted Chrift
what worthip was fit to be paid # him; and
Chrift’s own NaTURE, and amazing powers and
paflions, inftruéted Chrift what kind of worfhip
was fit to be prefented 4y him. Chrift had a
precious foul, as an image of the wifdom, power,
goodnefs, holinefs, and 1MMoORTALITY of Gop ;

Vor. 11, -~ Bb and
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and the aftonithing correfpondence of his nature
to, and the harmony of his powers with, the
natural and moral perfections of Gob, taught
him all thofe glorious altions of adoration and
invocation, dependence and confecration, de-
light, gratitude, and praife, which were fit to
be expreffed towards Gop every moment of his
life. In a word, Chrift in his worfhip exprefied
the utmoft conformity to, and reprefentation * of,
the beauty, truth, juftice, and purity of the moft
high Gob.

I1I., The TemPER of Curist towards Himfelf.
The firft glorious virtue you fee in Chritt is,
I. CoNSIDERATION and SELF-FURNITURE.

This 1s the prime quality of the heart, which
gives a man {elf-enjoyment; and it appears to
be an exquifite beauty of the foul. In Chrift it
appears in its utmoft lovelinefs and perfection.
This kept his reafonable powers always in ex-
ercife, and gave him an habit of attending to
all things of the nobleft nature and higheft im-
portance. The ufe of our reafonable powers,
in ferious and regular confideration, is good 1n
itfelf ; and the fixing our thoughts upon Gob,
and all worthy objeéts, is a matter of free choice :

and

* A reprefentation of Gonp in human nature was exceedingly wanted in
the world, Man, by kis horrid apoftacy, had made nothing but a repre-
fentation of the beaft and the devil for thoufands of years, in all the parts
of the Pagan world. How great was the goodnefs of Gop in giving us
fuch a glorious model of his perfe@ions in the perfon of Chrift Jefus }
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and fuch an exercife of thought affords un-
fpeakable fatisfaction and pleafure.

Chrift confidered what his own noble nature
and capacities were, as they came pure and
vigorous out of the hands of Gop: and he ufed
his reafonable powers to the beft and higheft
purpofes. His mind was principally turned to
the word of Gop: and, above all, he contem-
plated the Gopreap in all its infinite pertections :
and he confidered his foul as dignified with a
union to the eternal perfon of the Son---he loved
and delighted in this aftonifhing union. He as
clearly difcerned the difference between moral
good and evil as he could fee the difference in
colours, or any other fenfible qualities which are
the obje& of the fight, or the tafte. He con-
templated the works of Gop through the whole
ftructure and beauty of heaven and earth: he
confidered Gop’s ways of providence every mo-
ment of his life. A thoughtful temper was moft
eafy and delightful to his foul, and gave him the
fweeteft relith of his whole exiftence. In a word,
his thoughts on Gob and eternity were never for
one moment out of his mind. On every thing
he thought, and faid, and did, he might infcribe

this motto, ¢ I THiNK and acT for ETERNITY.”

o. HuMiLiTy and wife SELF-VALUATION,

Chrift had a low and modeft efteem of himfelf,
when compared with the divine nature {ubfifting
Bb 2 in
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in three plorious perfons poffet of all pofiible
and infinite perfections. He made himfelf of no
reputation; and inftead of a violent defire to be
the greateft, he became a worm, and confented
to be sfouduwdn, made nothing of, (Mark ix. 12);
yea, lefs than nothing. Inftead of a haughty
{corn of others, he was willing to be treated with
fcorn and contempt for our fake., Inftead of a
greedy defire after applaufe, he fuffered his good
name and honour to be torn to pieces and trodden
in the duft. O! you fons of pride, come here,
and bluth; come here, and {ee the deformity and
uglinefs of your own infernal temper.*

3. MeexkNEss and qurierness of spiriT, with
wife SELF-VINDICATION.

Chrift never indulged rath anger or fierce-
nefs: he never gave way to violent anger or
fury: nor did he ever harbour continued anger,

which 1s called malice, or a deliberate purpofe
to revenge an injury.

Chrift thewed his meeknefs 1n a full fubmiffion
of foul to the authority of the word of Gop, and
in an abfolute refignation to the will of divine
providence. His meeknefs towards men was ad-
mirable ; he had the greateft calmnefs of temper
under provocations, and his meeknefs exprefled
itfelf in a care to avoid giving offence in word or

ation

* T am obliged to contraét my thoughts,-.-the fubjeét will be refumed
in arfcther part of our work,
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a&ion to others; and a fweet modelty of be-
haviour towards all men; comporting himfelf
with his ftation and circumftances; and particu-
larly he expreflfed his meeknefs in the offices of
inftructing, exhorting, and rebuking his difciples
and mankind. He difcovered the fofteft gentle-
nefs, which is the direét oppofite to being fierce
and eager : he thewed all long fuffering and for-
~ bearance, and appeared with all the fweetnefs of
love and goodnefs in his whole converfation.

4. CONTENTMENT and SELF-POSSESSION,

Chrift had no difpleafure and grief at his
fituation and lot in providence : he was plealed
with the ftation in which he was fixed by Goo :
he had no irregular affeCtions after perfons or
things: nor did he purfue any thing out of time,
or beyond what was needful, He had no fretting
at his own ftation 1n life, nor envy at the peace
and profperity of others. He had no anxiety or
diftruft of his father’s care, nor murmuring at
his father’s difpofals; but, having food and
raiment, he was contented and pleafed with his
whole condition and circumfitances; making the
beft of all events, fo as to acquiefce in them:
referring himfelf to futurity and eternity, as the
nature of thofe things which fell to his lot might
require : being refolved to be fatisfied with tem-
poral things, and all things that could not or
would not be rectified till eternity came on, and

delivered



[ 198 ]

delivered him from all pains, trials, and vexa-
tions.

t. PRUDENCE and SELF-MANAGEMENT.

Chrift’s temper and conduct was a moft beauti-
ful conformity to all the rules of reafon, truth,
and decency, at all times, and in all circum-
ftances. His prudence confifted chiefly in pre-
ferving a condué confiftent with his circum-
ftances in life, and fuitable to the chara&er he
appeared 1n; and which he ought to keep up
and maintain till death. He avoided all incon-
fideration, affeftation, wvain amufements, and
trifling converfation : he {corned all diforderly
conduct, or living without a wife, manly, fub-
Iime plan of attion every day and every hour.
He was prepared for all future events, whether
common or moft alarming; and met every event
with a prepared mind and heart.

6. ForTrTupE and SELF-CONSISTENCE.

He had a firm and fteady difpofition of {oul,
which fecured the due and full exercife of all the
virtues and graces of his lovely temper. Forti-
tude is the regulator and ftrength of all the
virtues of the heart. Chrift guarded againft an
habitual doubt and fufpence of mind : he watched
againit a wavering temper, and never gave way
to that oppofite to true courage, having toa low

or unbelieving thoughts of Gop, He never felt
any
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any fuperftitious fear, arifing from poor, low;,
narrow thoughts of Gop. He had a lively
vigorous faith in the divine omniprefence, which
animated and invigorated his fublime and glorious
heart to cut through all dangers in his way to
Gop, and in his great work of redemption. He
had a ftrong perfuafion of Goo’s inceflant ai-
fiftance ; a fixed determination of will to purfue
his great end; a confidence and truft in Gob ; a
refolution and boldnefs to face all dangers and
oppofitions from men and devils; with a fince-
rity, integrity, and GrraTnEss of mind, which
made him dare to defend the truth at all times,
without difguife, deceity or duplicity. He dif-
covered the moft fedate and quiet temper, with
a continual perfeverance in all forts of great
a&ions towards Gop and man. This glorious
frame of mind prevented much evil, or taught
him to conquer if, and rife like a mighty giant
from under the power and preffure of infinite
mountains of evil. It enabled him to perform
the greatcﬁ good that men, or angels, or Gop,
ever beheld; and brought him off with eternal
honour into the heaven of heavens.

1II. The TempPER of CurisT towards his PEOPLE
and MANKIND.

1. Love to his PEOPLE.

Chrift had a vaft efteem for all his people,

confidered as recoverable from the ruins of the
fall ;
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fall ; and viewed as wafthed in his blood, cloathed
with his perfeét righteoufnefs, and adorned with
the graces of his fpirit.  Thus he viewed them
as beautiful, excellent, and endued with the
moft amiable quahties, worthy of his higheft and
deareft efteem.

Chrift confidered them as worthy to receive
good, as fit for his moft ardent good-will, and

every way the proper recipients of all his blef-
fings, and the fit objelts of infinite benevolence.

He had a defire towards his people, as beauti-
ful and fit to pleafe his heart, as agreeable to his
holy mind and tafte, as fuitable to ftand in con-
nexion with him to all eternity, and as worthy
of that moft precious connexion. Chrift had de-
light and joy in feeing his people: he loved to
have a fight of them, and he felt the higheft
pleafure on every review of them: he loved to
have new views of them, and to enter into the
moft tender connexions of foul with his people,
and the moft wife, rational, and endearing con-
verfe with them: in this manner he treated his
difciples on earth: he had the moft delight-
ful union of his will with the perfons of his be-
loved people. Chrift had all that tender love,
which fuffereth long and is kind ; which envieth
not, vaunteth not itfelf; i1s not puffed up; did
not behave himfelf unfeemly; {ought not his
own; was not ealily provoked; thought no

evil ;
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evil ; rejoiced not in iniquity; but rejoiced in
the truth. He bore or covered all things ; be-

lieved all things; hoped all things; endured all
things ; his love never failed.

Chnift’s love was altonithing towards poor fin-
ners. He pitied and {pared poor finners, and
bore long with them before he called them by
his grace: he forgave many and great offences,
fupported and comforted mourning finners, and
covered all their offences with the robe of his
righteoufnefs and the mantle of his love.

Chrift was very tender towards his difciples in
their miftakes and errors about religion, and the
blemithes of theit character and converfation.
He confidered the weaknefs of their rational
capacities, their low and mean education: he
allowed for different degrees of divine impreflions
on their hearts, and the fmall meafure of grace
they had received, with their feeble attainments
in religion: he difliked all evil cenfures and
hard-hearted oppreflions of poor penitent finners,
and ordered all his affe¢tions to an habitual mo-
deration, referring the final {tate * of men to the
day of death and judgmeant.

Chrift was full of goodnefs and pity to the
poor. He fearched out their diftrefles and wants:
he

* The only exception to this is Chrift’s awful cenfure of the Pharifees,
and the dreadful denuncjations of his wrath upon them, in that awful
chapter, Matth, xxiii,

Cc



