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tality of the foul, and a lively faith in the refur-
rection of the body, gives a ftri€t commandment
concerning his bones. Gen. l. 25. Heb. xi. 24.
Aaron dies at the top of the mount Hor. Numb.
xx. 28. And Molfes, after a profpe& of Canaan,
on mount Nebo; and, after a life of amazing
ations and zeal for Gop, dies and afcends to
heaven at one hundred and twenty years of age.
Deut. xxxiv. 7.  Jothua, the glorious general
of Gop our Saviour, departs to heaven when
he was one hundred and ten years old. Jofh.
xxiv. 29. But the time would fail me to tell
of Caleb the hero; of Samuel, David, Solomon,
Jehofaphat, and Hezekiah; of Job, the great
pattern of refignation and patience; of Ifaiah,
the fublime orator of Gon; of Daniel, the
greateft of ftatefmen; and Paul, the brighteft
of the apoftles; of the repenting thief, whofe
immortal foul went to his dear redeemer in para-
dife, Luke xxiii. 43; or of John the baptift,
who had been a year or two before him in heaven ;
or of Peter, who longed with the fame ardour
with his brother Paul to put off his earthly
tabernacle, and depart and be with Chrift, which
was infinitely better.----All thefe inftances are
glorious proofs of iMmorTavrITY, and mighty

demonftrations of the inspiraTION of the holy
Scriptures !

And
Vor. 11, Y
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And now, my dear readers, if we were to fus-
vey through the medium of the hiftory of the
church of Chrift, for feventeen hundred years
paft, all the deaths of the primitive chriftians
and martyrs---all the deaths of the precious and
excellent preachers and writers, and private
chrittians, who have lived before and f{ince the
reformation from popery---all the deaths of the
glorious Owens, Witfiufes, and Charnocks---all
the glorious divines of the eftablifhed church,
and of the proteftant diffenters---all the joyful and
triumphant deaths of private holy chriftians.*

RECOLLECTTION.

What a firiking and invincible demonftration
of the Infpiration of the Scriptures have we here !
and how unreafonable and mad are the infidels of
Great-Britain !

We have {een 1n a light as clear as the fun at
noon-day, how the Scriptures diffe¢t and dif-
cover the hearts of all mankind : we fee bad men
defcribed 1n their internal principles and dif-
pofitions towards Gobp the Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit, and towards all good men: we fec

the external profperity of multitudes of bad men ;
but

* See Burnham’s pious Memorials of the Death of many excellent
Divines and private Chriftians, with a preface by Mr. James Hervey.
Sold by Keith,---- See the Triumphs of Faith in Death, 1amo. Sold by
Dilly. This is a rich fupplement to Burnham.---- See Dr. Gibbons’s
Lives and Deaths of pious Women, 2 vols. 8vo. and the excellent Drel-
lincourt’s Confolations againft the Fears of Death, 8vo. This book the

good queen Mary read over fix or feven times,
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but their internal want of peace and happinefs is
a dreadful counter-balance to all their outward
fplendor, riches, and pleafures: we have fol-
lowed them to their death-beds, and viewed the
awful confequences of dying without a {olid hope,
and of being expofed to the everlafting lofs of all
good; feeling the pains of a guilty conicience,
and the impreflions of a difpleafed Gonb.

We have feen Scripture inftances of the deaths
of bad men: and how many thoufands and
millions will hiftory and obfervation furnifh us
in all paft and prefent time! O! the horrors!
the horrors of a foul dead in fin, falling into the
hands of the living Gop !

On the other hand, we have viewed the ful-
filment of the Scriptures in all good men that
have ever lived on the face of the earth. We

have feen them as a colleftive body, reprefented
as lower in circumftances---fewer 1in numbers---
more expofed to trials---yet invincibly fafe---
though mixed with hypocrites---and 1n a great
variety of changes in the world.

We have viewed the Scripture account of
fingle believers---in their call into the church---
their difpofitions and tafte with refpet to Gop
in Chrift, and his bleffed Spirit---in their imper-
feGtions and blemithes in temper and life---in the
rich promifes made to them in Chrift, and ful-
filled in a ftated or occafional manneér, accord-

Y 2 ing
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ing to their real neceflities---in the threatenings
of fatherly chaftifements for their carnal fecurity,
unwatchfulnefs, neglect of prayer, unmortified
affeCtions, departures from the gofpel, and doing
violence to the light of Gop in the foul. We
have confidered the Scriptures as fulfilled in the
peaceful and happy deaths of all good men in
general, and efpecially the joyful and triumphant
death of all thofe chriftians, who walk the moft
clofely and confcientioufly with the Lorp Chrift

---who do, 1n the nobleft fenfe, live copLy In
Chrift Jefus.

And now, my reader, let us praife our Gobo
and Saviour for this amazing, this ravifhing and
delightful argument for the divinity of the bible!
---Praife confifts in acknowledging the perfettions
of Chnft with adoration---the works of creation
and redemption with admiration--and the bleflings
of nature and grace with graticude and delight.
O! prarfe him! praife him! praife him! let every
thing that hath divine and immortal breath praife
the Lorp Jefus for ever and ever.

If the light of the fun in the expanfe is {o
immen{e a good to man, how infinitely greater

good is the precious, precious light of divine
revelation!

Light in the natural world is effential to the
pleafure and happinefs of all animal life; but
how much more neceffary is the light of the

Scriptures
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Scriptures of Gob to the improvement of eur
reafon, and the happinefs of our immortal fonls.

Take away the fun from the expanfe, and what
a hornd dungeon of darknels would this wprld
be ! and only fuppofe the Scriptures taken quite
away from all mankind, and what dreadful dark-
nefs would overwhelm the fouls of men: how
could we know Gopb, or our duty, the method
of recovery from our {in, mifery, and impotence,
and the way to eternal happinefs!

O! Britons, how little do you confider the
excellence, the ufefulnefs, the infinite neceffity,
and advantages of divine revelation! O! what
dark barbarians and brutes were your forefathers,
when Julius Czfar landed at Deal, in Kent, ffty-
five years before the birth of Chrift!

Lorp Gop, I blefs thee for that light which has
fled from the fun at the rate of near two hundred
thoufand miles in a fecond of time ever fince the
creation of the world, and through an expanfe
of fifteen hundred millions of miles: but I blefs
thee ten thoufand times more for the divine light
which has been ftreaming from the Son of Gop
through thoufands and millions of fouls in his
churches, in every period of time to this Day !
O! rife, thou eternal fun of righteoufnefs, 1n all
thy glorious brightnefs, on a world loft in dark-
nefs, and perithing in fin! fill the Scriptures
with the light of thy Spirit, and lead the fouls

of
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of ruined finners to thee, the fource of their
happinefs, and the immoveable center of their

repofe,

We muft not finifh this Contemplation with-
out fome excellent remarks of the wife and pious
Mr. Benjamin Bennett, in his Sermons on the
Truth and Infpiration of the Scriptures, Thele
remarks will excite the reader to a more ardent
efteem and affedtion for the argument drawn

from the fulfilment of prophecy.

RemMark 1.

The great Gop, who is the fole author and
governor of univerfal nature, had in his vaft
underftanding a full and comprehenfive view of
all his works ; a perfeé fcheme or idea of all his
creatures from eternity to eternity.

RemMark 2

The counfel of Gop, or the plan of all the
divine works and government, is laid down, and

laid open 1n the facred Scriptures.

RemMarxk 3.

As the Scripture was written chiefly for the
ufe of the church of Chrift, and the whole world
continued and governed with a peculiar regard to
the interefts and happinefs of the church; fo the
fcheme of divine providence, exhibited and laid
down in Scripture, chiefly refpects the true peaple

of Gop in all ages.
REMARK 4.
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ReEMARK 4.
Every thing contained in Scripture, as a part
of the divine counfel for the government of the
world and the church, will be infallibly accom-

plithed.
ReMaRrk §.
The fulfilling of the Scripture is a gradual
thing ; not done all at once, but fucceflively and

by degrees: and every period will difplay fome
new events foretold in Scripture.

ReMark 6.

When the whole plan and work of Gopb, in the
method of providence, is finithed; and the intire
{yftem or wife counfel of God, as laid down in
Scripture, is perfeGted; and all hath taken place
in regular and orderly events; then the de-
monftration drawn from prophecy, that the
Scripture i1s of divine original, will appear with
great advantage, brightnefs, and beauty; becaufe,

1. It will be more full and ftrong, being
~grounded on the accomplifhment of all the
Scripture.

2. It will ftand in a fuller light, and have a
more vivid and convincing appearance of truth,
without being obfcured by that darknefs of the
underftanding, the prejudices of the human
mind, and want of experience, which now attend
good men, and hinder them from difcerning the
evidence of this glorious matter.

REeEMARK 7.
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Remark 7.

Such a great part of the Scripture is already
accomplithed, and evidently appears  to be fo
now at this prefetit hour, that it is fufficient and
powerful to give this argument great weight and
keen convittion with every rational and honeft
man, who fhall for a few minutes take it into
{ferious confideration.

There 1s a moft aftomithing concurrence of
Scripture and Providence; a delightful co-in-
cidence and harinony between the operations of
Gob’s hands and the words of his ntouth : they
have hithefto run parallel, and will do fo to the
end of the world! O! wicked man, thou fhalt
furely die, unlefs thou repent! O! godly man,
thou fhalt furely live, and live for ever in the
kingdom of heaven.

Seleét B O O K S on this HEAD.

1. The great and good RoserT Fremine may be juftly called the
FucLip, or the ARcHIMEDES of the chriftian church. His boeok on the
FarturuLnEss of Gob in his Wozr b, folio, 1946, is thé moft mafeuline
and aftonithing work I ever read of the kind.

2. TheFarTuruvrLNEss of Gop in his Worbp evinced ; or the Fulfil-
ling of tHe Scriptures in the Belidvet®s own Expetience. Efpeciilly with
refpeét to, I. Theinternal warfare. Il. The deceit of the heart. III. The
devices or methods of the devil, IV, The accomplithment of gofpel
promifes. 1. Tobelieving the revealed truth of Gop. 2. To hearing our
prayers. 3. The inftuences of the Holy Spirit. 4. Light and direétion.
5. Pardonof fin. 6. Support undér trouble, 7. To infegrity. 8. Af-
fiftance in duties. g. All things working for good. 10. Promifes to god-
linefs, or the bleflings on a fublime fpirit of religion. V. THRZATEN-
1ves fulfilled to Berievers. Being the fubftance of Mr. Fleming’s
firlt book, turned into plain verfe, By John Ryland, jun, A few
COpi€s remain, price 1s, 1mo.
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A CONTEMPIATION

ON THE

GLORIOUS CHARACTER

O F

C HRI S T.

‘This 1s a ftriking pEMoNsTRATION of the In-
sPIRATION of the ScRIPTURES: it requires great
ELEVATION and PENETRATION Oof THOUGHT, as
well as ardent pevortioN, to be able to de-
lineate this cHARACTER, The auTHOR feels
his INsurrICIENCY in both refpets: he ad-
drefles himfelf to that Gop and Saviour,
whole coobNEss and coNDESCENSION he adores,
for AssISTANCE in this great ATTEMPT; and
will venture to thew, I. The TEMPER and con-
pucT of CHRIsT towards his divine FATHER ---
he fought his FATHER’S GLORY 11 €Very ACTION
of his Lire-—he trufted divine PROVIDENCE for
all temporal suppLIEs---he obeyed the divine
raw in the moft aftonifhing MaNNER---he dif-
covered the moft fublime spiriT of RELIGION
in his unparalleled aporATION or woRrsHIP of
the pivine perrectiOoNs. II. His TeEmper
with refpeét to wmimseLr.  The beautiful

craces of his mIND appear in his deep and
L 2 wife
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wifc CONSIDERATION, OF SELF-FURNITURE---in
his HuMiLiTY and wile SELF~-VALUATION---1n
his MEEKNESS and SELF-VINDICATION---in his
CONTENTMENT, OF SELF-POSSESSION---1n his
PRUDENCE, OF SELF-MANAGEMENT--~in his FOR-
TITUDE, OF CONSTANCY and SELF-CONSISTENCE
---in hls TEMPERANCE, €HASTITY, and DILI-
GENCE. III. His Temper and conxpucT
towards MANKIND was full of rove, JjusTice,
MODESTY, SOFTNESS, and GENTLENESS of MAN-
NERS : PEACEABLENESS, MERCY, FORGIVENESS,
TRUTH, and BENEFICENCE., The higheft six-
ceriTy and INTEGRITY of HEART, the wifeft
zeaL, the moft refolute PERSEVERANCE in great
and good acTiows, the tendereft sExse of Gon
and coMPassioN for souLs, and the moft maf-

culine PRUDENCE, ran through all his TEmMPER
and conpucet towards Gob and MANKIND.

Now addrefs myfelf to the confideration of
the moft glorious charalter of Chrift, as the
fourth grand evidence of the divine Infpiration
of the holy Scriptures: and this is one of the
moft pleafing, popular, and delightful demon-
ftrations of the truth of chriftianmity that ever
entered into the thoughts of men or angels: i1t
1s at once 2 moft venerable and amable fubject

of contemplation; with a mixture of trembling
and delight [ enter upon it.

To
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To thee, thou great, good, wife, wonderful,
and immortal Gop Chrift Jefus, I turn myfelf
for light and affiftance to fpeak of thy fublime
and adorable charalter. Conicious of the weak-
nefs of my underftanding to receive great and fub-
lime ideas of thee, and deeply feeling the infuffi-
ciency of my powers to exprefs thy perfections in
a proper manner to thy people; I intreat the aid
of thine holy fpirit to difcern the illuftrious per-
fections of thy divine and human nature; and to
difplay, in the moft lively and tender exprefiions,
the beauty of thy perfon, the power of thine
arm, the fulnefs of thy godhead, and the grace
of thine heart: more efpecially give me, at this
time, an ability to defcribe the amiable qualities
of thy human nature in fuch a manner as to
allure all true chriftians to fee and own thee to
be the objett of their choiceft thoughts, and moft
tranicendent efteem, veneration, and delight.

Never did I feel a greater fenfe of my dark-
nefs, and weaknefs of mind, than when I attempt
to difcover and declare the divine and admirable
temper and character of the Lord Jefus Chrift.---
But fhall the weaknefs and darknefs of the human
mind prevent our attempts to glorify Chrift?
No, verily! nothing fhall hinder me from ex-
prefling that little I know of this moft wonder-
ful and divine redeemer and friend of my immor-
tal foul. He has redeemed my forfeited reafon

from,
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from darknefs; he has redeemed my will from
enmity, my imagination from impurity, my
paffions from rebellion, my confcience from
cuilt, my memory from weaknefs, and my tafte
and inclinations from the pleafures of the devil
and the beaft: and therefore, great Gop, thou
firlt, laft, higheft, and beft! thou firt caufe of
all worlds, thou laft end of all creation, thou
fupreme good of my foul and fovereign of my
heart, I devote and dedicate all my powers, time,
ftrength, and interefts, entirely and eternally to

thee.

Let me now view the lovely temper and con-
duét of Chrift towards his father, himfelf, and

mankind.

I. His Temper and conpucT towards his
FATHER. He had the deepeft fenfe of Gop upon
his mind---he aimed at the glory of Gob in all
his attions-~-he trufted his father’s providence to
fupply all his wants, and proteét him from all
evil---he obeyed his father’s will with the utmoft
delight---and he worfhipped his father’s perfec-
tions in the moft {ublime and tranfcendent man-
ner, above all the angels of Gob.

1. Curist had the deepeft sensze of the BEING
and pERFECTIONS of Gop upon his sour; and he
defired above all things to reftore the loft prof-
pects of Gop to mankind, He felt the omnipre-

fence
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fence * of Gop every moment in his mind; and
he {aw that this omniprefence was attended with
every other perfeGtion of his father. He faw
Gob in every creature: and he {aw every creature
to be nothing without Gop. He difcerned his
wifdom, power, and goodnefs, in every part of
creation, from the blazing fun to the leaft
atom; from the boundlefs ocean to the fmalleft
drop of water ; from the lofty cedar to the loweft
thrub-~-and he traced the perfetions of Gobp
through the earth, air, and fire; through all the
tribes of infeéts, fithes, birds, and beafts; and
the bodies and fouls of all mankind.

He loved to think of Gobp ; he loved to {peak
of him; he delighted to inftru¢t mankind in the
knowledge of him; and rejoiced in fpirit to fee
the adorable Gop made known to the fouls of
his difciples.

2. CHrist obferved his father’s prROVIDENCE,
and trufted to his care for all manner of tem-
poral suppLies. He knew that providence was
nothing lefs than the divine perfetions exerted
in the prefervation and government of the whole
world, and concerned In every minute event in
the univerfe. He faw and acknowledged the
hand of Gob in every thing that related to his
human nature, from his birth to his death : that

1t

* SirIsaac Newrow never fpoke of Gop without a folemn paufe:
and Dr. Crarxe® told VorTA1rE, that he had learnt of Sir Isaac to do
the fame,---S¢e VorTalrx on-the MezTAPRYSICs of NEwTON,
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it was Gop that formed his body and foul in a
fearful and wonderful manner: that Gop ordered
the time and place of his birth---the ftock and
family out of which he thould fpring:* that he
called him to his office, fealed him for it, and
{fupported him every moment: provided every
morfel of his food, and every drop of water to
quench his thirft. We are pratical atheifts;
but Chrift faw Gop in every momentary fupply
of his wants: he knew that his father gave his
angels charge to keep him in all his ways, and
to watch over him as the apple of Gobp’s eye:
grace animated him with divine fortitude to refift
and conquer all temptations, and trample devils
under his feet. O'! that we did but learn daily,
by Chrift’s example, to live entirely on the pro-
vidence and tender care of our Gop and Father.

3. CHRrIsT obeyed his FATHER’S wiLL in a
manner fuperior to all the axcELs of Gop.

QOur firft father outraged the divine law, and
declared, by his actions, that it was better to
obey the devil than Gop. Chrift poured eternal
difdain on man’s rebellion and the devil’s lye; and
fhewed to all worlds, that a ftate of obedience ta
Gop was the dignity and happinefs of every ra-
tional creature in his univerfal empire.

Chrift

® See a2 new Syftem of Sacred Genealogy; or, a regular Series from
Adam to our Lord Jefus Chrift. This isa firiking proof of the providence

of Gop with relation to the anceftors of the great Redeemer, *Tis ep-
graved on a large theer, price 105,
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Chrift was pleafed with his own rational foul,
and relithed his own exiftence chiefly becaufe he
obeyed Gop’s will in all things: he rejoiced to
be under Gop’s full and abfolute dominion and
law, even to the utmoft extent of the divine pre-
rogative : he reckoned it the greateft felicity of
his life, and the moft {olid glory of his being, to
yield an unbounded obedience to the will of

Gob : he gloried to be abfolutely and entirely at
the divine difpofal.

He loved the utmotft fpirituality and extent of
the law with the moft intenfe affeftion and de-
light. Thofe duties which to carnal and corrupt
minds are the moft difficult, and thofe parts and
precepts of the divine will which are the moft dif-
guftful to all the human race; thefe were the moft
delightful to the foul of Chrift. That which all
carnal men intenfely hate, that Chrift moft in-
tenfely loved. Such alts are thefe: forgiving
our worft and bittereft enemies; doing the beft
good for the worft evil; denying felf; taking up
the heavieft crofs with cheerfulnefs and refolu-
tion: yea, Chrift took up the crofs with an im-
menfe mountain of the curfe upon it; with every
thing elfe that Gop’s nature, dominion, and will
required, all was performed with the higheft de-
light to Chrift’s inmoft foul through life and
death. Chnft was reluétant to no fort of labour
or pains to obey the law in 1ts full extent every

Yot. 11, A a moment



