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fuch ftriking and lively colours and charaQers,
as evince a great diftinGtion between the people
of Gop and the children of the devil; {o that
they may be clearly known to themfelves, and
certainly difcerned by others. Such charaters
are thefe, ¢ That they are not of the world.”
John xvii. 14. They do not wilfully commit
- fin. 1 John iii. 9. They have crucified the fleth

with its paffions and lufis. Gal. v. 24. They have
fet their affe@ions on things above. Colof. iii. 2.

They hunger and thirft after the righteoufnefs of
Gop our Saviour. Matth. v. 6. They are fen-
fible of a prefent conflict between fleth and {pirit.
Rom. vii. 21. Gal. v. 17. They forget the
things that are behind, and reach out like altive
racers towards things before; they prefs towards
the mark of the high calling of Gop in Chrift
Jefus. Philip. 1ii. 13, 14. They afpire after
Gop, and ardently pant to have more knowledge,
refemblance, and enjoyment of his infinite per-
~fe&ions, as the fupreme truth, beauty, and good
to an immortal foul : and this is the true ftate of
things in the believer’s experience.---See this ad-
mirably defcribed by the judicious Fleming, in
his Fulfilling of the Scripture. Part 1. in 8vo.
 page 39.----And this leads us, by an eafy tranfl-
tion, to another view of true believers.

3. The Scripture is fulfilled in the infirmities,

follies,
U
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follies, corruptions, bad paffons, vile prejudices,
and carnal contentions of Gobp’s people.

Although the people of Chnift are ftiled faints,
yet the Scriptures {peak of them as imperfect in
the prefent ftate; as having a body of fin and
death ; a law in their natural and moral powers
warring againft the law of grace in the mind;
the fleth lufting againit the {pirit, and the fpirit
lufting againft the fleth. Gal. v. 17.  As having
not yet attained, nor being already perfett.
Philip. 1ii. 12. As having a heart deceitful
above all things, and defperately wicked. Jer.
xvil. 9. And this, all wife and judicious men
find to be true in their own daily experience :
they know to their coft, that the carnal {pirit in
them lufteth to envy, pride, and impurity : they
feel inward confli¢ts and frequent ftruggles with
their foul and raging corruptions : that they are
in a great variety of frames and inward feelings
of mind: fometimes their hearts following ar-
dently after Gop, triumphing in his favour, ex-
ulting in his love: at other times over-fpread
with clouds and darknefs, filled with doubts and
fears, fadly indifpofed for {piritual converfe with
Chrift, and all the devout exercifes of the heart.

The Scripture reprefents the beft and wifeft of
men as weak and defeltive, as fometimes off their
guard, fecure, preflumptuous and {lothful, carpal,
proud, fenfual, and lukewarm: and the terrible

confequence
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confequence of thefe vile difpofitions is open
back-fliding and falling into fin; for which end
the fad behaviour, the fcandalous deportment,
and criminal paffions, awful falls, and temporary
apoftacies of the people of Gob, are left upon
record 1n Scripture, to fhew us what we and our
fellow-chriftians thould be {ure to fall into, in the
{fame circumftances, if we were left to our own
deceitful, wicked hearts, by the fovereign Gob.
Let us never forget, that all the falls and
blemifhes of Gop’s people are left on record for
our warning and caution, and not for our imita-
tion.

4. Scripture 1s moft delightfully fulfilled in
the exceeding great and precious PROMISES to all
believers. Gofpel promifes confift in the free
difcoveries and full aflurances of Gob’s good
will to finners through Chrift, in a covenant of
grace ; wherein, upon his honour, fincerity, and
oath, he engages himfelf to be their Gon, to
give his Son for them, and to them; and his
Holy Spirit to abide with them; with all other
GooD THINGs whatever that are either required 1n
them, or are »eceffary for them, to make them ac-
cepted before him, and to bring them to an en-
joyment of him through the boundlefs ages of
eternity.---See Dr. Owen on Final Perfeverance,
folio, 1654, page 112; and Dr. Spurftowe’s ad-

mirable

U 2
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mirable book on the Promifes, 12mo. intituled,
¢« The Wells of Salvation Opened.” 165s.

A promife 1s a voluntary declaration by words,
or by an ation equally fignificant of our refolu-

tion, to do fomething in behalf of another, for
his fervice and happinefs.

When a promife is made, the perfon who
makes 1t, 1s by all men fuppofed under an
obligation to perform 1t; and he to whom the
promife is made may demand the performance as
his right. ‘This is a clear idea of the nature of
a promife; let us once more apply this idea to
the rich promifes of the gofpel.

A promife of Gop is when, upon the con-
fideration of Chnift’s pure obedience, perfect
fatisfattion, and powerful interceflion, Gop binds
himfelf, by his word, to perform fuch aétions for
his people as fhall increafe their knowledge, holi-
nefs, and happinels, through an eternal duration :
and every true chriftian may firmly expelt, and
humbly and boldly plead for the performance of
all the promifes as his right, by virtue of his in-

tereft in, and vital union with, his head Chrift
Jefus. _

This 1s our ftrong consorarion, that not a
{yllable of a promife fhall ever perith or be loft.

Every believer, from the beginning of the world,
has tried the promifes, and found them true to

this very day. All the exceeding great and pre-
| clous
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cious promifes of Gop are yea and amen in Chrift
Jefus, to the glory of Gobp by us. 2 Cor. 1. 20,
And they will be found to be true and fure in the
experience of every real chriftian on earth.

We may divide all the promifes of Gop into
two claffes. The abfolute and ftanding promifes,
which are always fulfilling; and the delcriptive
and occafional promifes adapted to the various
conditions and circumftances of a chriftian life.

1. There are many rich sTANDING PROMISES
which are abfolutely fulfilling to all believers
every day and hour of their lives. Such are thefe,
I will be to you a Gop : you fhall be to me a
people. Heb. vi. 10. He will give his Holy
Spirit, and put his Holy Spirit within them.
Ezek. xxxvi. 26, We will come and make our
abode with him: and, fays Chrift, I will manife(t
myfelf unto him. John xiv. 21, 23. All things
thall work together for good to them that love
Gop. Rom. viii. 28. Gop is faithful, and he
will not fuffer you to be tempted, or tryed, or
put to the proof, above what you are able to
bear. 1 Cor. x. 13. My grace is fuffictent for
thee. 2 Cor. xii. 7. I will never, never leave
thee: no, no, I will never forfake thee. Heb.
xili. 5. ‘The comforter, the Holy Spirit fhall
teach you all things, and bring all things to your
remembrance. John xiv. 26.---Thele, with a
thoufand other abfolute promifes, are in fome

good
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vood meafure fulfilling every moment to all real
chriftians on the face of the earth.

2. There are DESCRIPTIVE and occasioNaL
promises adapted to the fpecial cafes and cir-
cumftances of particular believers in their various
conditions and duties in life. Such are thefe,
¢ that he will fupport us under the burthens
and preflures of affli¢tion, and be with us in
trouble, and deliver and honour us. Pf. xci. 13.
That he will give us direction in difficulties : thy
Gob fhall guide thee continually. Ifai. Iviii. 11,
I will inftruét thee, and guide thee with mine
eye. PI xxxii. 8. He will help our infirmities
1n prayer by his Holy Spirit. Rom. vii1, 26. He
will anfwer our prayers. Ifai. lxv. 24. He will
fuccour us that are tempted. Heb. iii. 18. He
will deliver the godly out of temptation. 2 Pet.
1. 9. He will fupply all our needs. Phil. 1v.
19. He will give wifdom Iitberally, and not
upbraid thofe that atk him, when we are fenfible
of our darknefs, weakne{s and folly, and truft
in Chrift with all our heart, and lean not to our
own underftanding.” Jam. 1. 5. And you can-
not but fee a vaft variety and multitude of pre-
cious promifes wonderfully fuited to all the cafes,
conditions and wants, and reaching to all the
POSSIBLE CIRCUMSTANCEs of every true chriftian
in the whole world. And not a {yllable of one

promife fhall ever fall to the ground without
accomplifhment,
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accomplithment.----The rich colleCtion of the
promifes, by Dr. Samuel Clark, is a moft pre-
cious companion for every believer. The Voice
of Gop in his Promifes, by the pious Mr. Jof.
Alleine, 8vo. 1s. and the incomparable Fleming,
on the Fulfilling of the Scripture; with the ex-
cellent Mr. Benjamin Bennett, on Infpiration;
are books which fhould always lie at the right
hand of every minifter of the gofpel, and every
private chriftian, as far as his ability can reach
to purchafe them.

5. Scripture THREATENINGS of correttions and
fatherly chaftifements, are fulfilled in the cleareft
manner to true believers.

Threatenings are clear and awful declarations
of Gop’s hatred of fin; and his invariable will
to punifh it either in the finner or in his {urety ;
and of his determined refolution to bring the
temporal evils of difhonour, loffes, and pain, on
his own people, if they depart from the wife and
beautiful order of his holy law.

A threatening 1s a dreadful denunciation of the
evil of pain towards a breaker of the divine law :
'tis a declaration of Gob’s will to punith every
man that fhall violate the holy law, which com-
mands all that is right, and forbids all that is
wrong.

"Tis an awful proclamation of the fovereign
magiftrate of the moral world, that he is in-

variably
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variably determined to infli& pain, and fhame,
and death on every rational creature who fthall

be guilty of an outrage on the wife and beautiful
order of the divine law,

The threatenings of Gop are very clear and
exprefsly determinate---they are very precife, and
particularly pointed like daggers and darts at all
kind of finful altions---they are very keen, and
like flaming fire---they are godlike in the higheft
degree, that is, they are lofty and fublime---they
are very terrible, as they flow from the effential
juftice of an offended Geobp---they are rational
terrors, as they iflue from the affronted reafon of
a Gop---they are very true threatenings, and will
moft furely be executed. And thefe threatenings
are of eternal duration: they are as everlafting
as the nature of Gop, and immortal as the {oul
of a finner, unlefs he is pardoned and purified by
the atoning blood and f{pirit of Chrift.

The reafon why the people of Gop do not
fuffer the vengeance of eternal fire, is not becaufe
their criminal altions are lefs heinous than others:
no, if we confider the aggravations of their fins,
as committed by perfons under fuch peculiar
obligations, they appear the moft heinous of all
the crimes of mankind: but the reafon why they
are not eternally punifhed is, becaufe all their fins
are pumifhed in their glorious furety, the Lord
Jefus. But their covenant Gob is determined to

fhew
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thew his holinefs in their pardon; and to evince
his hatred of fin in the chaftifement of their fouls
or bodies with temporal evils, that they may not
be condemned with the wicked world.

And the people of Gop may depend upon i,
that all carnal securiTy, all unwatchfulnefs
againft fin, neglect of fervent PrRaYER, unmorti-
fied love to worldly obje(ts, and efpecially all
cowardly pEpaRTURES from the glorious cospeL,*
and all outrages on the LIGHT of CONSCIENCE, or
doing violence to the light of reafon and grace
in the foul, are highly injurious to the divine
perfections ; exceedingly dithonourable to the
perfon, offices, and death of Chrift; highly
arieving to the bleffed Spirit: and thefe crimes
muft inevitably meet with the awful difapproba-
tion and difpleafure of Gop, who is eternally
bent againft all unrighteoufnefs, ungodlinefs,
and worldly lufts in his own people.

Let us take a fhort view of the THREATENINGS

of Gop againft the fins of his own people.---If
his

* There is nothing that Chrift fo deeply refents in his own people
as wilful departures from the pure do@rines of free rich grace, and
finning again{t the precious light of the fpirit,of Gop in the foul. Let
all profeflors of the gofpel, and particularly all preachers of the gofpel,
above all things beware of this moft provoking offence. For my part, §
had rather fuffer martyrdom, in all its moit dreadful forms of terror,
than wilfully aét that which the light of Gop in my foul condemns as an
evil thing; and which my confcience tells me is a crucifying the Son of

Gop afyeth, and putting him to open fhame before devils, mgn, and
angels.

Vou, 11, X
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his children forfake my law---1 will vifit their
tranfgreffion with the rod. Pf. Ixxxix. 30. Whom
the Lord loveth he chafteneth, and {courgeth
every fon whom he receiveth, Heb. xii. 6. Be-
hold, happy 1s the man whom Gobp correcteth :
therefore defpife not thou the chaftening of the
Almighty. Job v. 17. He openeth the ears
of men, and fealeth their inftru&tion. He is
chaftened with pain, and the multitude of his
bones with ftrong pain. If any fay, I have
finned, and perverted that which was right, and
it profiteth me not; he will deliver his foul from
going into the pit, and his life fhall fee the light,
Job xxxiii. 16--30,

1. THREATENINGS againft carnal sEcuriTY.

Grey hairs are here and there upon him; yet
he knoweth it not. Hofea vii. 9. Truft not in
Iying words, faying, the temple of the Lord, the
temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord.
Jer. vii. 9. I will hedge up thy way with thorns
- ---thou fhalt not find thy lovers---thou fhalt fay,
I will go and return---for then it was better with
me than now. Hofea i1. 6, 7. Curfed be the
man that trufts in man, and that makes fleth his
arm. Jer. xvil. 5. I will fearch Jerufalem with
candles, and punifh the men that are fettled on
their lees. Zeph. i. 12.

2. THREATENINGS againft UNWATCHFULNESS.

Watch ana pray, left ye enter into temptation.
Matth.
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Matth. xxvi. 41. Stand in awe, and fin not.
Pf.iv. 4. Happy is the man that feareth alway.
Prov. xxviil. 14. Watch and pray always, that
ye may be accounted worthy to efcape. Take
heed left your hearts be over-charged with fur-
feiting and drunkennefs. ILuke xx1. 34. Be
watchful and ftrengthen the things that remain,
that gre ready to die, 1. €. the dotrines of grace,
and the praétice of vital godlinefs---if thou doft
not watch, I will come on thee as a thief, and
thou fhalt not know what hour 1 will come upon
thee. Rev, 1. 2, 3.---Note, we are now in the
Sardian ftate of the church; and thefe awful words
are {poken to the prefent race of preachers and
profeflors of the gofpel!---And while the bride-
groom tarried, the wife and foolith virgins aLL
flumbered and flept, Matth. xxv. 5. Do not
fleep as do others, but let us watch and be fober.
1 Thef. v. 6. Behold, I come as a thief---bleffed
is he that keepeth his garments, left he walk
naked, and they fee his fhame. Rev.xvi. 15. Wo
to them that are at eafe in Zion. Amos vi. I.

3. THREATENINGS to a NEGLECT of fervent
PRAYER,

See Dr. Gill’s Sermon, 1754, on a Negle&t of
 fervent Prayer.---There is none that calleth upon
thee: there is none that ftirreth up himielf to
take hold on thee. Ifaj. Ixiv, 7. Thou reftraineft

prayer before Gop. Job xv, 4. A negle&t of
X 2 ardent
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ardent prayer always gives life to fin: and the
power of luft will ever increafe in a believer’s
heart when prayer is omitted, or carelefsly per-
formed. Dr. Doddridge ufed frequently to ob-
ferve, that if he was negligent in prayer, all his
ftudies withered ; and even his progrefs in human
learning and the fciences was retarded. And
every chriftian muft fay, that if prayer does not

go on profperouily, nothing elfe will profper or
flourith in the {oul.

4. THREATENINGS to unmortified AFFECTIONS tO
worldly THINGS.

T'o, be carnally minded i1s death: but to be
{piritually minded 1s life and peace. Rom. viii. 6.
---See a moft excellent difcourfe on the Grace
and Duty of being {piritually minded, 4to. by
the incomparable Dr. John Owen. There is a
very good abridgment of this book lately pub-
lithed by Dr. Henry Mayo, 12mo. and fold by
mefirs. Dilly.---If ye live after the fleth, ye fhall
die; but if ye, through the fpirit, do mortity
the deeds of the body, ye fhall live. Rom. viil.
13.---We have a moft judicious little tract on
this text, intituled, the Mortification of Sin in
Believers, by that deep and experimental writer
Dr. Owen. O! that T could but revive the

attention of my brethren to thefe heavenly
works.

5. THREATENINGS
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¢, THREATENINGS to APOSTACY, or wilful DE~

PARTURES from the pure pDocTRiNes ¢f the
GOSPEL.

If any man draw back, my foul fhall have no
pleafure in him. Heb. x. 38. No man looking
back is fit for the kingdom of Gop. Luke ix. 62.
Remember I.ot’s wife. Luke xvil, 32. NonE
vAaLIANT for TRUTH upon the earth. Jer. ix. 3.
They have forfaken my law, or dotrine, 1. e.
the doltrines of truth. Ver. 13. Therefore, be-
hold, I will feed them with wormwood, and
give them water of gall to drink. Ver. 15. As
he has done to the Americans thefe {ix years paft,
for their departures from the true and precious
gofpel of Chrift. Tremble, O! England, for
if Gop {pared not them, depend upon 1t, he will
not {pare thee |---Take heed, left there be 1n you
an evil heart of unbelief in departing from the
living Gop. Heb. ii1. 12. If we fin wilfully
after we have received the knowledge of the
truth, there remaineth no more facrifice for {ins,
but a certain fearful looking for of judgment, and
fiery indignation, which fhall devour the adver-
faries, Heb. x. 26, 27. Let all Socinians read
this, and tremble to the very foundation of their
IMMORTAL souLs.---It had been better for them
never to have known the way of righteoufnefs ;
than after they have known it, to turn from the
HOLY cOMMANDMENT delivered to THEM : but 1t

is
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is happened unto them according to the true
proverb, < The dog is turned to his own vomit
again; and, the fow that was wathed, to her
wallowing in the mire.” 2 Pet. 11. 21, 22.---See
Dr. Guife, Dr. Doddridge, and Mr. Henry’s
Continuation ; with Dr. Gill on this dreadful
paflage.

6. TurEATENINGS to finning againft the LIGHT
of Gop in the sourL, and doing VIOLENCE to
an enlightened REASON and CONSCIENCE.

I repeat it again, there is nothing in the whole
courfe of a chriftian’s life which Gop the Re-
deerner fo deeply refents as a betraying the truths
of the gofpel, and offering an outrage on our beft
light and knowledge : and therefore, let all be-
licvers beware, as for their lives and fouls, how
they make a trivial matter of rebelling againft
the light of the holy Spirit of Gop.---Wo! Wo!
to thofe that rebel againft the LicuT, nor abide
i the paTHS of the LicHT. Jobxxiv. 13. Wo
to thofe who refufe to hearken, who ftop their
ears, and make their heart as hard as an adamant,
left they fhould hear the law, and the words
which the Lord fent in and by his Spirit, by
the prophets: therefore great wraTH came from
Jehovah of hofts. Zech. vii. 11, 12, My people
would not hearken to my voice; Ifrael would
none of me: fo I gave them up to their own

hearts rust. Pf lxxxi. 11, 12. Wa to them
who
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who are like the deaf adder, who hearken not te
the voice of the charmer, charm he neyer fo
wifely. Pf. lviil. 4, 5.

7. The fafe and happy peaTH of every true me-
LIEVER is a glorious FULFILMENT of the holy

SCRIPTURES.

We have feen the dreadful death of the wicked,
page 126--130. Let us now view the death of the
righttous in contraft, 1n order to excite us to
adoration, wonder, and delight, towards that
dear REDEEMER who has fet this contraft before
our eyes by the pen of Solomon: ¢ The wicked
is driven away in his wickednefs; but the righte-
ous hath hope in his death. Prov. xiv. 32.

Death is a difunion of foul and body---"tis 3
diffolving of this earthly houfe of our tabernacle.
2 Cor. v. 1. A departure out of this world.
2 Tim. iv. 6. The time of my departure 1s at
hand: ’tis going the way of all the earth. Jofh.
xxili. 14. A return to the duft from which we
were taken. Eccl. x1i. 7. Then fhall the duft
return to the earth as it was, Death 1s defcribed
by a fleep, becaufe fleep is an image of death.
John xi. 11. And there is a ftriking refemblance
between fleep and death in many inftances. Per-
fons of each fex and of all ages fleep, and all
muft die. Perfons of e¢very rank and charalter

fleep, and fo kings and beggars, philofophers
and
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and fools, muft all die. Good and bad men
fleep, and fo all bad and good men muft die.*

In Scripture we {ee the death of good patri-
archs, prophets, law-givers, apoftles, and mar-
tyrs; but ’tis delightful to obferve, that they all

died happy, and departed to the bofom of their
Gop for ever and ever.

Here you fee righteous Abel, the very firft
man that ever entered the kingdom of heaven;
and he was wafted thither in a ftream of his own
blood : but not on the worth of his own blood,
but on the credit of Chrift’s fatisfattion and
righteoufnefs was he admitted into his father’s
prefence. Enoch 1s taken to heaven without
dying. Noah goes to glory at nine hundred and
fifty years of age. Gen. ix. 29. Abraham, the
creat father of believers, lives to be an hundred
and feventy-five, and then departs in a good old
age to his Gop. Gen. xxv. 8. Ifaac lives longer
than his honoured father, and at an hundred and
fourfcore goes to the bofom of his divine re-
deemer. Gen. xxxv. 29. Jacob, at an hundred
and forty -feven, yields up the ghoft, and is
gathered to his people 1n heaven. Gen. xlix. 33.
Joleph, the lovely, the excellent, and generous
patriarch, dies at an hundred and ten years of
age; and, with a full confidence in the immor-

tality

* See Dr, Girv’s excellent Difcourfe on DeaTr, Bady of Divinity,
vol. ii. page g14.



