L 137 1

to run it down---and laftly, cruel and bloody
perfecutors and haughty tyrants, who have ftrove
to exterminate the church by fire and {fword: and
under thefe two views all church hiftory is com-
prehended to the end of the world.

Now, how amazing is the power and omni-
prefence of Chrift, who has always been in the
midft of his church, to preferve and help it in
every extremity, and that right early; fo that it
appears he has never left any thing to an after-

thought in his decrees, nor has ever been one
moment too late in his aétions.*

II. Other

* The race of the xincpom of CHrisT.

I. DocTrinEs of Grack are only fuch as
1. Humble the finner to the loweft,
», Exalt the faviour to the higheft.
3. Promote holinefs to the utmoft.
4. Cherifh ftrong confolation.

5. Are confiftent with all the perfections of Gop, and with each other,

II. Able pivinzs in all aGes.

Mofes, Samuel, David, Ifaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, Hofea,
Matchew, Mark, Luke, John, Peter, Paul, Chryfoftom, Auguftin,
Athanafius, Calvin, Luther, Dr. Owen, Charnock, Witfius. It is rea
markable, that whenever any artful and corrupt man has arifen in the
church, the Son ¢f Gop has always raifed up fome noble champicn to
defend his truth and confound his enemy. Thus when Arius arofe in the
fourth century, Gobp raifed up Athanafius---when Pelagius arofe to poifon
the church, Gobp raifed up that noble champion Auguftin, bithop o
Hippo-.--when popery had got to its height of impudence, Chrift raifed
up the glorious Wickliffe, in 1360; with John Hus, and Jerome of
Prague; and Martin Luther arofe in 1517, with Zuinglius, Calvin, and
ten thoufand more,

We will here fubjoin a fhort view of the socINIAN wriTERS, for the
information of the rifing generation. This clafs of enemies have been
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II. Other kingdoms have funk under a far
lefs weight.----The four great empires of the
world are crumbled into duft and afhes,

1. The

the moft artful and the moft plaufible of all the patrons of fundamental
error that have affaulted the church of Chrift. Glery be te Gop, we
have ever triumphed over them, and ever fhall, to the end of the world,

Laxrivs Socinus was born in Italy, 1525, and died in Switzerland,
1c62, aged 737, FavsTus Secinvus, his pephew, was born in Iraly, at
Siena, 1539 : he feizes on his uncle’s papers in 1562, aged 23. He fpends
twelve years in luxury and idlenefs in the Great Duke of Tufcany’s court,
at Florence, till the year 1574, He came to Bafil, in Switzerland, for
three years : keeps his notions to himfelf, being intent on the fludy of his
uncle Lzlius’s papers, till 1578; when he finithed his book De Jefu
Chrifto Servatore, though it was not printed till the year 1594, at Craco-
via, or Cracow, in Poland, in the gsth year of his age. After writing
many other works, he died at a village about nine miles from Cracow,
in March, 1604, aged 65 years. Smarcius {ucceeded Fauftus Socinus,
as the head of the party; and Crellius fucceeded Smalcius, Czzi-
r1vs was the finelt fcholar and the politelt writer the focinians ever
had. He was born in 1590, near Nuremberg, and died of a fever at Ra-
covia, or Racow, in Poland, 1633, aged 43. ScnrickTiNcivs was
born in Poland, 1592, and died in 1661, WovrTzoarN1vs was born in
X596, and died in Silefia in 1658. Vorxxzirivs wrote a book, intituled,
De Vera Religione, on true religion,

All the principal works of the focinians were printed by Andrew Wif.
fowatius, at Amfterdam, in 1856, in cight volumes in felio., Whether
there is any other edition than this which I have had by me for feveral
years, I know not.--~1 fhall give a further agcount of thefe matters in a
proper place, with a fhort fketch of the principal fecmians who have lived
{ince that time to the prefent day.

A clear vizw of the corrupt rriNcirPLES of the SociN1aNs; or the
Socixian Crxryp, drawn from their own Rooks,

I. Of the ScripTURES,

I believe, concerning the Scripture, that there are errors, miftakes, and
contraditions, in fome places of it: that the authority of fome of its
books is queftionable; yea, that the whole Bible hath been tampered
with, and may be fufpeéted to be corrupted.

N. B. I'will fully fhew hereafter, that they queftion the authority of fome

ol thie books of Scripture-~-they reprefent the whole Scripture as depraved
~--they
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1. The Affyrian and Babylontan monarchies
were imagined to be invincible and immortal ;
the former of which lafted 1450 years---but
where is it now? 2. The

---they aflert, that there are contradiions in Scripture---and they violently
wreft many texts of Scripture, to eftablifh their own opinions. I mutt
give one horrid paffage from Socinus himfelf ; you will find it in his ficft
volume, in folio, page 4g99, of the Amfterdam edition, 1656+

‘“ Praecepta veteris Faderis maxima ex parte ejusmodi fint, ut difficile

fit creditu, illa Dxo manare, adeo vel levia, vel vana, vel fuperftitiofa, vel
etiam ftylta ac nidicula, et in fumma, parum Do digna videri queant,™

In Englifh thys;

The precepts of the Old Teftament are, for the moft part, fuch, that
it is hard to believe that they proceed from Gop ; they are either fo light,
or vain, or fuperftitious, or even foolifh or ridiculous: and, upon the
whele, they feem not to be worthy of Gop,---Here is one fpecimen, out
of a thoufand, of Socihus’s great P1ETY |

1I. Qf Gop, and his natural and moral PERFECTIONS,

I believe, concerning Gop, that he is not a fpirit, properly fpeaking,
i, 6. immaterial and incorporeal, but that he’is fuch another fort of body
as air or ether is: that he is not immenfe and infinite, and every where
prefent, but is confined to certain places: that he hath no knowledge of
fuch futpre events as depend on the free will of man, and that it is im-
poffible that thefe things fhould be foreknown by him: that there is a
fucceflion in Gop’s eternal duration as well as there is in time, which is
the meafure of that duration which belongs to finite beings.

III. Of the rrinNiITY.

1-believe farther, concerning Gop, that there is no diftinétion of per-
fons and f{ubfiftencies in him, and that the Son and Holy Gheft are net
Gop, the former of thefe being only a man, and the latter no other than
the power or operation of Gobp : that there was nothing of merit in what
Chrift did or fuffered : that, therefore, he could not make fatisfaltion for
the fins of the werld: and the contrary affertion is deceitful, erroneous,
and pernicious.

I1V. The firft maN was not originally holy,

I believe, concerning the firft man, that he was not created in a ftate
of uprightnefs : that the image of Gop, in which he was made, confifted
not in righteoufnefs and holinefs, and confequently that he did not lofe

| thefe
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a. The Medo - Perfian empire, which was
eftablifhed by the great Cyrus, thought itfelf in-
vincible, and had valt advantages from the wife

maxims

thefe by his fall, for he could not lofe what he had not: that Adam’s pof-
terity have received no hurt, have had no ftain or blemith derived to them
by his apoftacy, and the contrary opinion is a fable, a dream, a fictien
of antichrift: that mankind, having received no damage by the fall of our
firtt parents, have ftill an ability, by nature, to defire and embrace all
fpiritual good, and to avoid all that is finful and vicious ; that, therefore,
there is no need of the help of the Holy Spirit, and that men may believe
and repent, and perform all religious adts without his operation and in-
fluence ; yea, indeed, the Spirit is but an operation itfelf : that men are
counted righteous before Gop, not for the merit of ‘Chrift Jefus, for he
had no merit, but for their own good works.

V. Of a future sTrAaTE.

I believe, concerning the future ftate, that the fouls of the deceafed
have no knowledge, no perception of any thing ; they are not fenfible of
any rewards or pains, neither are they capable of {eeling them; fo that,
in 2 manner, they may be faid not to exift; for their life, activity, and
fenfiblenefs are vanithed, and their very nature is abforpt. 1 believe that
we fhall not rife with the {ame bodies which we have now, at the laft day,
but that another matter or {ubitance fhall be fubftituted in their place. I
believe that men fhall not, at the day of judgment, b= required to givean
account of their actions : the moft flagitious finners thall not be examined
concerning any thing in their pait life; they fhall not be tried or judged.
Only they fhall be punifhed ; and their punithment is this, to utterly ceafe
and perith for ever, the unquenchabic fire is nothing but annihilation,

VI. Of human REASON, as the final JupGE and TEsT of SCRIPTURE.

1 believe, as to chriftianity itfelf, that every thing in it is to be fubmitted
to the diftates of human reafon, and what cannot be explained and made
out by this is no part of the chritian religion; and confequently that
there are no dodtrines appertaining to it which are myfierious and fuperior
to our reafon.

The Socinians go upon thefe two modeff principles :

1. *Tis difhonourable to Gop to give {uch a revelation as hath in it fuch
difficulties, which we cannot fully apprehend and explain,

2. "Tis difnonourable to fuch a noble creature as man, to own or fubmit
to any divine revelation which has fuch difficulties in it which we cannot

feily comprehend and account for by our reafon,----What 1x¥rINITE
PRIDE is this! Vil, Of
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maxims of Cyrus to be perpetual---but, behold,
where 1s 1t now ?

3. The Greek empire, founded by Alexander
the

VII. Of divine wWoRSHIP,

1 believe, as to divine worfhip, that it may be given to another befides
Gobp ; that a creature may (if Gop thinks fit) be the objeét of adoration,
and confequently Chrift (who is but a creature} may be worfhipped with
divine worthip, even the fame that js paid to Gopo the Father, I believe
that prayer (as eminent an a& of worthip as it is) was not required in
the Old Teftament; for Gop’s people had no need of praying then, they
were able to do all that was commanded them in their religion without
the divine afliftance, and therefore the invoking of Gop became not a
duty till Chrift’s time. I believe the Lord's-day (commonly fo called) is

a ceremonious obfervance, and abolithed by the gofpel, which takes away
all choice of days.

VIII, Of BarTism and the Lorp’s surPER, and the minifterial oF F1CE.

I believe that there is o fpiritual blefling conveyed or conferred in the
ufe of the facraments ; and particularly, that baptifm is an ufelefls rite,
which the chriftian church, under the gofpel, hath nothing to dowith, I
believe there is no diftin& fun&ibn or office of minifters in the chriftian

church, and that the Lord’s fupper itfelf may be adminifired by any pri-
vate chriftian or brother.

That moft able champion of TruTH, Dr. Danierr WaTzrranND
wifely obferves, ¢¢ That the true doftrine of the TriNITY, and the
saTIsFacTioN of CHrisT, have been kept up in the chriftian church
by the inftitutions of baptifm and the Lord’s fupper more than by any
other means whatfoever; and humanly fpeaking, thefe glorious truths,
which are effential to falvation, would have been loft leng ago, if the two
pofitive inflitutions had been totally neglefted and difufed amongft pro-
feffors of chriftianity.”” In this point of view, BarTism and theLorp’s
svPPER appear to be of infinite importance and ufe to the glory of Gop,
and the very exiftence of the church of Chrift on earth. Hence fee the
grand reafon why the Socinians have fuch an hearty Aversion to thefe
glorious aéts of worfhip in their genuine influence and glory. Dr. Dopp-
RIDGE has a moft judicious and fpirited remark on the ufe of the Lozp’s
SUPPER, to Keep up a fenfe of the AToNEMENT of Chrit. T with I

had room to tranfcribe it here. See Family Expofitor, vol. ii. page 458,
note F. edit, 1761,

IX, Of
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the Great, thought itfelf immortal---but where
1s 1t now?

4. The Roman empire 1s reprefented to be as
{trong

IX. Of MoraLITY.

As to moral points, I believe that officious lies are lawful ; that the mo-
tions of coneupifcence ate not vicious : that idle or obfcene words, ghut-
tony, drankennefs, riot, luxury, and all impure defires and lufts, were
not forbidden fill Chrifl’s time, and confequently were no fins,

X, Of MAGISTRATES.

1 beheve, coneerning magifirates, that they have no power of life and
death : it is not lawful for them now, under the gofpel, to infli@ capital
punifhments oh any offenders or malefactors, no not murderers and cut-
throats.

XI. Of the roPI1SH CHURCH,

Concerning fome other articles, I believe as the church believes; I
mean the church of Rome, for we fymbolize with them in feveral paints
of dofirine,

XII. Of one ARTICLE of FAITH.

Laftly, after all, I believe that though the aforefaid artigles are neceflary
to make a man a Socinian, yet the belief of only one is enough to make
a man a chriftian : and that one article is, that Jefus is the Mefiiah ; in
which it is not included whether he fatisfied the divine juftice for our fing,
whether he be Gop or man, and by virtue of his death purchafed life for
us. But whenI fay I believe Jefus is the Mefliak, I mean only this, that
fuch a man of Nazareth was anointed, ordained, and fentof Gopo to be a
faviour, and that this is He who was foretold and promifed to be fent by
Gop. This is all I believe, and there is no neceflity of believing any
thing more,

See Dr. Owen’s Confutation of the whole Syftem of Socimanifm, 4to,
1655; and Dr. John Edwards’s Socinian Creed expofed and anfwered,

8vo. 16y7.

] intend, in a feparate work, to prove all thefe articles from the writings
of FausTus Socixus and his capital followers, which I fhall givein their
own original words, with the very page from which they are taken. To
this work I thall prefix the life of SoczNvus and his true charaer.

1 thall fubjoin here one quotation from Fauftus Socinus, to prove that
J did not flander him, when I obferved above, that he fpent twelve years

in luxury and idlecefs at the duke of Tufcany’s court. You will find it
in
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ftrong as iron; and thought itlelf egernal, and
ever victorious over all the world : but although

it had all external advantages to render it im.
mortal,

in his firft volume, in his firft epiftle to Smalcius, p. 45g, of my edition :
4“4 Me imitari noli, qui nefcio quo malo genio duftore, cum jam divina
veritatis fontes deguftafiem, ita fum abreptus ut majorem et poticrem
juventutis mez partem, inanibus quibufdam aliis ftudiis, imo inertie
atgue otio dederim, quod cum mecum ipfe reputo, reputo autem {zpiffime
tanto dolore afficior, ut me vivere quodam modo pigeat.

One more proof of his MopEsTY. Socinus, in his capital work De
Chrifto Servatore, part iii. chap. vi. page 204, val. ii. of his works,
edit, 1656, fpeaking of the fatisfaction of Chrift, has thefe words : ¢ Ego
quidem, etiamfi non femel, fed feepe id in facris monimentis {criptum
extaret: non idcirco tamen ita rem prorfus fe habere crederem, ut vos
opinamini.” THe Englith of which paffage is this: ¢ As for my part,
indeed, though fuch a thing (i. e. the fatisfa®ion of Chrift} fthould be
found, not once, but frequently, in the facred records, I would not on
that account believe it to be fo.”” Surely the remark of Dr. Witfius is
zuft: ¢¢ Quando de reipfa liquet, femper pro Deo contra ftultz rationa.-
tionis noftre ceefpitationes ftatuendum eft. Monftrum horreidum in-
fandx herefios et profanz arrogantiax parturit, qui, quod SaciNvs facre
non erubefcit {cribere.’’---De Ocecon. lib. ii, chap. v. § 8.

« When the fa& is plain, we are always to vindicate Gop againft the
fophiftry of our foolith reafoniggs : that man is certainly the author of
a monftrous, horrible, and deteftable error, who, like Socinus, is not

athamed to write the above words.

We have now done with Socinus for the prefent. T judge thefe fmall
{pecimens from his work are enough to make any ferious mind fick to
hear any boaftings of his piety!

When the Az1aN ErROR was revived by Dr. Clarke and Mr. Whifton,
in 1712, amongft the clergy of the church of England ; and when it was
fet an foot with great art and fpirit by Mr. James Pearce, of Exeter, and
Mr. Thomas Emlyn, at Dublin; Gob raifed up Dr. Danizr WaTeg.
1 AND, and many other divines in the eftablithment; and Dr, EpMmuwnp
Caramv, and other able divines amongft the proteftant diffenters; who
clearly ftated and defended the true and proper Godhead of Chrift and the
Holy Spirit in the mo(t mafterly manner, to the confufion of all theip
enemies. I will add one remark, which will firike and fatisfy every
honeft lover of the gofpel. Mr. Emlyn was certainly the moft fagacious

and able Arian that ever lived in England, or perhaps that ever was in the
whole
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mortal, yet that, as well as the three former
empires, are all perithed and come to intire
ruin.

But

whole world. This man, with Dr. Clarke and Mr. Jackfon, all united
their utmoft powers of genius, learning, art, and Zeal, againft Dr.
Waterland: theirattacks were carried on from 1719, till Dr, Clarke’s death,
X729, and by others ti}] 1734 ¢ their grand ambition and aim was to praove Dr,
Waterland, and all the Trinitarians, to be either Sabellians or Tritheifts ;
but in the eyes of all the moft learned and judicious divines of every de-
nomination, the great and good doéor, in his Sermons, and m his two
volumes of Defences, and in his farther Vindication of Chrift’s Divinity,
in an oétavo pamphlet, 1724, and in his Cafe of Arian Subfcription, and
i his book on the Importance of the Do&rine of the Trinity, $vo. 1734,
wnravelled the fophiftry, and laid open the fallacy of his adverfaries : he
folidly and nervoufly confuted their unfcriptural notions, and baffied their
falfe claims to antiquity ; fo that not being able to ftand before him, after
the moft able hands of the party had been for fifteen years employed
againft him, they were forced to make a very dithonourable retreat.

N. B. Mr. Thomas Emlyn was born at Stamford, in Lincolnfthire,
May 27, 16635 in 1684, he wentinto Ireland; in 1688, he came back
into England, and was minifter to a diffenting congregation at Leoftoff,
in Suffolk, for about a year and half; here he contradted a clofe and in-
timate acquaintance with Mr. William Manning, a diffenting minifter
in that neighbourhood ; he was the man who firft perverted Mr, Emlyn to
Arianifm ; Manning himfelf turned Socinian.

Mr. Emlyn went into Ireland in 16g1: he was a preacher in Dublin
with Mr, Jofeph-Boyfe about eleven years, On Mr., Emlyn’s difcovering
himfelf to be an Arian, the matter was brought before the Dublin
minifters ; and the confequence of this was, Mr., Emlyn’s being pro-
hibited from preaching, fo that in 1702 he came into England, and pyb-
lithed his books againft the true and proper divinity of Chrift. Mr. Boyfe
acted towards himon the whoie like a man of henour; but his perfecutors
in ireland and England can never be vindicated. I abhor, from the depth
of my foul, all perfecution of Arians and Socinians ; and I pray that fuch
weak and wicked methods may be abhorred by all Calvinifts and Trini-
tarians to the end of the world.---Note, Mr. Emlyn died July 30, 1747,
aged 78, And let me remark, that if a man of {uch prodigious parts,
learning, and art, could not keep the field againft Dr. Waterland and Dr.

Calamy, 'tis mere pride and vanity for our modern Ar1ans, with very
inferior abilities, to pretend to it !

When
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But the church of Chrift, deftitute of all hu-
man help, headed by the reputed fon of a car-
penter, the real fon of Mary, and O! Socinians!
the real eternal fon of Gob: this church, with
fuch an omnipotent head, has ftood its ground
to this very day! 'This fhip of the church,

with

When John Goodwin, the famous Arminian of the Iaft age, attempted
to eftablith the whole body of Arminianifm, Dr. OwEN was raifed up by
the providence and grace of Chrift; and in his Difplay of AxMin1an1sm,
and his Treatife on PArRTicurar REDpEMPTION, he has overturned
the oppofite fcheme to the very foundation. Thedcétor declared he never
expelted to fee a folid anf{wer to his book, and his expe&ations were
never confounded.

After Dr. Daniel Whitby had publithed his Arminian Treatife on the
Five PoinTs, Dr. Girt arofe and gave the church of Chrift his glorious
work, intituled, The Cavusz of Gopr and TruTH, In four vols, 8vo. to
which no folid anfwer has been made to this day.

N. B. Dr. Gill obferved to me, that the Lime-Street Lectures, by nine
midifters, in 2 vols. 8vo. is the beft body of divinity of the fize ever pub-
lithed by Englifh divines,

TI1. INTERNAL HOLINESS and COSPEL WORSHIP,

Vital religion has conftituted the true charaéer of the church of Chrift
in all ages ; and the refult of this excellent difpofition has been the regular
{piritual worfhip of Gon in every period of time. By holinefs I mean a
divine life infufed, and a divine habit or ability to live to Gop ; thedivine
law infcribed on the mind ; the image of Gop'’s moral perfeétions im-
prefled on the heart ; achange in all the qualities of the foul; or a new and
heavenly birth produced and cherifhed by the gracious agency of the fpirit
of Gop : and this holinefs appears in a rich affemblage of human graces
towards ourfelves, of focial graces to our fellow - creatures, of divine
graces towards Gop the Father, and of chriftian graces towards Chrift
and the Holy Spirit. To theie let us add the heroic patience and fortitude
of all the martyrs, and then you have a lovely picture of the chriftian
church ; but to make it complete we muft view the glorious redeemer.

IV. CurisT, the eternal Son of Gop, as the head of the church every
moment, in all ages. He is Jewovau, Lorp and Gop : the mighty
Gonp, the Lord of hofts, the true Gop and eternal life.

VoL. 11. T

The
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with fuch a fkilful and powerful pilot in it, has
weathered its point, and outlived all the ftorms
and tempefts of error and perfecution to this
hour.  Billows have raged, mountains have
trembled to their very bafis; but Gop our
faviour has always been in the midft of his

church;

"The race of the xincpoMm of Sarax.

I. Corrupt pocTriINESs are fuch as,

1. Puff up a man’s curfed pride.
2. Sink the redeemer’s glory.

3. Extenuate the infinite evil of fin,
4. Deftroy all communion with Gobp.

5. Injure the divine perfetions, and are inconfiftent with right reafon,
Scripture, and the ancient church of Gob.

II. Corrupt wRITERS and PREACHERS.

Atheifts, deifts, focinians, arians, arminians, papifts, and pharifees;
but above all hypocrites, who are the worft enemies in every age.---In
the courfe of this work the names and charaéters of the principal enemies
of Gop ovr Saviour fhall be exhibited.

III. Cruel pErsEcuTORS and bloody TyranTs Inall aces,

Fox’s Martyrology, and Lockman’s Hiftory of Popifh Perfecutions, 12°.
will give ample fatisfaction to every inquifitive and ferious chriftian,

1V. SaTaN at the nEAD of all, every MoMENT of TiME, inall AGEs.

The invifible powers, who are at the head of the kingdom of darknefs
and error, bear various names in the revelation of Gop ; we will mention
thofe Names here, that all ferious chriftians may be more watchful againft
their enemies. ‘This fallen angel is ftiled the serPENT, on account of
his craft and fubtilty---a pEv1L fignifies a fal{e accufer---a TEMPTER
to denote his pra&icc' in the art of feduftion---a MURDERER denotes his
bloody difpofition---a raTHER of L1Es, hecaufe he was the firft inventor
of lies---a roaring 10N denotes his rage and ftrength---a red pracon
fignifies his cruelty---argapon and arorLLyvoN, a deftroyer---the
PRINCE and GoD of this worip denotes the vaft extent of his kingdom
---the Accuskr of the BRETHREN fhews his hatred of true chriftians---
the oL b serPENT denotes his deep deceit---SaTaN fignifies an adverfary
IN COUrt---an UNCLEAN sp1RIT denotes his Jove of moral impurity---he
is ftiled sPIRITUAL WICKEDNESS---the evIL oNE, or the wickED

ONE,
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church; he has always helped her, and that right
early; and the eternal, unbounded river of his

love has ever made it glad; fo that we may fay,
with Dr. Martin Luther, Come, let us {ing the
forty-fixth pfalm, and then let the enemies of the
church do their worft; for this church 1s invin-
cible and immortal, and therefore every true be-
liever may abide by this great truth as an eternal

AXIOM.
AXioM 1.

Whatever is agreeable to the exiftence, life,
and perfeétions of Gop, and made neceflary by

them, muft be true,
But

oNg, Matth. vi. 13.«--the prINCE of the pEvILs, Matth. ix. g4.---the
peceiveg of the NaTIoNs, Rev, XX. 3.---the pecxiver of the whole
wozLD, Rev, xii. g, The fingular number is fo often ufed to denote the
unity of art, malice, and a&ivity in thefe apoftate fpirits to deceive and
deftroy the rational and moral world.---See the judicious Gilpin's ad-

mirable book, intituled, Demonologia Sacra, 4to. 1677.

N. B. I fhould have added to Dr. Owen’s and Dr, John Edwards’s Con-
futation of the whole Syftem of Socinianifm, (ix other authors of great

importance and ufe, viz.

1. Socinianifm Confuted, 3 vols. 4to. by the judicious Dr, Hoornbeeck,
1650.

2, A moft ample Confutation of Socinjani{m, in 2 vols. folio, 1634, by
the very learned Dr. Abraham Calovius,

3. Socinianifm brought to the Teft, by the Rev. John Macgowan,
3vo. 1s. 6d. 1773.

4. Dr. Abbadie on the Divinity of Chrift, publithed by the Rev. Abra-
ham Booth, 12mo. 35. 1777.

s« A very concife and nervous confutation of all the Socinian prin-
ciples you have at the end of the judicious Mr, Brine’s book againft Dr,
James Fofter, 8vo. 1746,

6. An Addrefs to the ferious apd candid Profeffors of Chriftianity, by
the Rev, Caleb Evans, of Briftol, price 3d. Sold by Buckland.

T
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But the prefervation and continuance of the
church of Chrift upon earth to the end of time,
is agreeable to the perfeétions of Gop, and is
made neceffary by them; therefore the church is
and fhall be invincible and immortal.

AxXxXi1owM a.

Whatever is contrary to the perfeftions of
Gop, and cannot be concetved without refleQting
difhonour on them, muft be falfe.

But the total ruin of the true church of Chrift
on earth is contrary to the life and perfections of
Gop, and cannot be conceived of without re-
fleCting dithonour upon them all: therefore the
ruin of the church cannot be true, it muft eter-
nally be falfe. < Gop is our refuge and ftrength,
a very prefent help in trouble: therefore will
not we fear, though the earth be removed, and

though the mountains be carried into the midft
of the fea.” Pf. xlvi. 1, 2.

Gob is the refuge of his faints,
When ftorms of fharp diftrefs invade;
Ere we can offer our complaiats,

Benold him prefent with his aid.

Let mountains from their feats be hurl’d

Down to the deep, and buried there ;
Convulfions fhake the {olid world,

Our faith fhall never yield to fear.
' Dr. Watts. PI. 46,

. The
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5. The Scripture reprefents the church of
Chrift as mixed with hypocrites and meer pre-
tenders to religion, who have the form of god-
linefs without the power; the thadow of religion
without the {ubftance; the name of chriftians
without the nature; as tares among the good
wheat ; as foolifh virgins among the wife. And
that man muft be blind indeed who does not fee
this to be the real ftate of things in all parts of
the chrittian world : it is what ferious chriftians
know to their forrow, and faithful gofpel preachers
know to their coft.---There was an ungodly Ham
in the ark; a cruel Dokc in David’s family ; two
corrupt priefts belonging to Eli’s family; and a
covetous, curied hypocrite among the twelve
apoltles. Our Lord, in his parable of the good
and bad fifhes caught in the fame net; and like-
wife in his parable of the four kinds of ground,
has thewn us what fhould be the cafe in his
churches to the end of the world: and the ac-
count we have in the apoftolic writings and the
primitive churches, as well as in all ages fince,
fhew the Scriptures to be wonderfully fulfilled in

the two different forts of people in the church of
Chrift.

6. The church of Chrift is reprefented in a
great variety of ftates and changes in the feveral
periods of time.---The Scriptures thew us the

church as {fometimes oppreffed, and fometimes
refrefthed
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refrefhed and exalted : fometimes contraéted
within very narrow limits, and at other times
enlarged : fometimes lukewarm, and verging
towards a fad apoftacy in do&trine, worthip, and
morals ; carelefs, and in a wretched frame of
carnal fecurity ; and then again reviving into a
zealous attachment to the perfon and glory of
Chrift, and an ardent concern for his intereft :
fometimes the church is {mall like a grain of
muftard-feed, and then flourithing into a great
tree. Our Lord’s lively defcription of the ftate
and frame of the feven churches 1s a ftriking
picture of the ftate and appearances of his church
in every age to the end of the world.

II. The Scripture 1s glorioufly fulfilled in every
fingle believer on the face of the earth. In his
call by grace---his difpofition and temper---the
imperfetions of his internal character---the pro-
mifes made to us in the Bible---the threatenings
of fatherly corre@ion---and their comfortable
and triumphant death and departure into a happy
cternity.

1. You fee the word of Gob clearly fulfilled in
the convERrsion of every finner, and his caLL 1nto
the church. As to the different charalters and
ages of the perfons called, {fome are moral, others
profligate and openly wicked. As to age, afew
have fo re good thing towards the I.orp Gob In
their childhood, like Abijah. 1 Kings xiv. 13.

Some
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Some, like Obadiah, fear the Lord from their
youth. 2 Kings xvili. 12. Moft are called by
crace between fifteen and thirty years of age;
fome are called in the middle period of life, and
a few in old age.

The Scripture delineates the different MANNER
of their caLL. Some are brought home to Chrift
under the awful thunders of the law, and with
great preceding terrors of confcience: others are
allured with a ftill fmall voice. Lydia has her
heart tenderly opened : almoft at the fame time
the Philippian jailer is thook to the centre of his
foul with the dreadful terrors of Gop’s juftice:
Saul falls at Chrift’s feet trembling and aftonifhed:
the three thoufand are pierced to the heart: but
Zacheus comes down in a moment and receives

Chrift joyfully, Luke xix.

Thefe are Scripture types of Gobo’s work of
orace, in all ages, to the end of time. One
can fay, this was my cafe; and another can fay,
this was mine. Every cafe is touched and de-
{cribed in Scripture; and there 1s not a truly
regenerate man in the whole world, but the word
of Gop points to him, and fhews his whole foul
in all its movements and paffions; paints him in
all the various features of his mind; and in all
his tendencies towards Gop the Father, Son, and
bleffed Spirit; and in all his difpofitions towards
his fellow chriftians and the world of mankind.

This
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This is a glorious DEMONSTRATION of the divine
Infpiration of the Bible; and therefore we will
enlarge upon it in the next particular.

. The Scripture 1s clearly fulfilled in the in-
ternal CHARACTER, PRINCIPLES, and DISPOSITI-
ons of all true BELIEVERS. It paints out all the
branches of vital holinefs and evairgelical fanétifi-
cation in the moft lively colours, and difplays all
the foft and delicate beauties of the chriftian
temper, as' a divin’e-life and holy habit; as the
image of Gop imprefled on the foul; and the
divine law put into and written on the heart; as
a change in the apprehenfions, tafte, paflions,
and determinate refolutions for Gop; as a new
and divine birth, produced by the agency of the
{pirit of Gop in a manner {uited to our rational
and immortal nature.

The Scripture every where {peaks of a genera-
tion of men, diftinguifhed from the reft of the
world by an inward fanctification : it calls them
faints, believers, the children of light, the righte-
ous, the fons of Gop, the excellent of the carth,
the jewels of Jehovah, with a variety of other
excellent characters: and as bad as the world 1s,
there ftill are, and ever have been fome that ap-
pear to belong to this body of holy people, and
fhall be to the end of time.

And we will advance a ftep farther, and ob-

ferve, that the Scriptures defcribe chriftians in
fuch



