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creature, as converfion is the motion of the crea-
ture to Gop; it is life infufed, as converfion 1s
life exerted; it is the law infcribed, as converfion
is the law obeyed; it is the image of Chrift im-
prefled, as converfion is the image of Chrift dif-
played; it is a divine change, as converfion is
that change exhibited ; it is a godlike birth, as
converfion is a godlike life.

Therefore this work of the new :reation is a
more aftonithing evidence and trophy of the ab-
folute dominion of Chrift, than was made in the
beginning of time, when he created the heavens
and the earth. To cruth a world of fipners to
atoms, or to dafh the creation all to pieces, re-
quires but a fmall exertion of Chrift’s divine
power: but to enlighten an underftanding darker
than hell; to bow a will, as obdurate and ftub-
born as the devil; to humble infernal pride; to
demolifh innate atheifin; to conquer inveterate
and malignant infidelity ; to eradicate the moft
virulent enmity to the nature of Gop; to purge
out luft and impurity, and infufe the faving
knowledge of Chrift; to create vital faith; to
produce and cherith ardent love to Gop ; to plant
humility in a proud heart; to fupprefs rath anger,
and infufe meeknefs; to root out all vile paffions,
and raife the affe&ions to heaven; to refine the
tafte, and fix the will for Chrift and eternity; to
make us hate all that we once loved, and love

all
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all the glorious objeéts we once hated; to main-
tain this work begun, in fpite of all the world,
the devil, and the fleth; and make us viorious
at laft—1s a greater alt of dominion and fovereign
power, than to preferve a fpark of fire alive
amidft all the billows of the ftormy ocean for ten
thoufand ages.

9. The fovereign dominion of Chrift is dif-
played, with aftonithing glory, in the fettlement
and fixation of the eternal condition of all the
iminortal fouls that fhall ever exift to the end of
the world. The reafon of this he never gave.
The reafon of this is improper for a Gop to give:
for if it was fit and proper to be given, he would
have done it; therefore, we may be fure it was
unbecoming the infinite greatnefs and dignity of
Gob; and it would have been unfuitable to the
veneration and confidence which rational crea-
tures owe to their {overeign crREaTor. He has
given no reafon but this; that, as the abfolute
owner and Gop of the whole earth, he has a
RIGHT to do what he will with his own, Marth.
xX. 15. Rom. ix. 18.

10. The higheft act of Chrift’s moft fublime
and aftonithing dominion was that which he
exerted concerning himfelf: he did, from an un-
conceivable eternity, determine, that he would
affume a human body and foul into union with

his
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his divine PERSON; that he would, in that nature,
obey the law in the form of a covenant of works;
that he would pay the full price of our redemp-
tion with his blood; that he would offer up his
body and foul, as a facrifice, to his Father, the
offended monarch, to reconcile us to his divine
majefty ; and that he would become our furety,
and in that charatter, endure the full punifhment
of lofs and fenfe, from the divine Father, ftanding
up for the rights of the coprEeap, and fuftaining
the charaéter of an inexorable judge. Thus the
Lord of glory refolved to be abafed as low as a
Gop could go; the holy Gop to be made sin, and
- the Gob, blefled for ever, be made a curse: this
was fuch a tremendous a& of the dominion of
Chrift over his own life, as never can be paralleled
in the annals of the univerfe; and therefore it
fhould {feal up our lips in filence, and the moft
profound fubjetion and admiration; and keep
us for ever from replying againft Gop, or cenfur-
ing his condué, whillt life and thought, and
immortality endure,

Uses and InNFErRexcEes from the poMmiNion of
CHRIST.

1. Use. Never charge the decrees and do-
minion of Chrift with your own or other men’s
fins, The dominion of Chrift, and his wife de-
crees, eftablith the freedom of the will; but are

in
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in no fenfe the efficient or impulfive caufe of any
{in in the world.—Men fin as freely as though
there were no decrees or putpofes in Chrift's
wifdom and will.

2. Usk. De not dare to extenuate your
blameable a&ions, by any arguments drawn from
the will and decree of Chrift.—The infidelity of
the Jews, and their wicked reje&tion and murder
of Chrift, was no ways leflened by his decree to
give himfelf up to fuffer and die.—~The unbelief
of men is not the lefs malignant and criminal
before Goo, from Goo’s difpofal of their eternal
ftate beyond the grave. It is not on the account
of Chrift’s decree, that they fcorn and rejeét
him; but it is entirely owing to the dreadful
darknefs of their minds, and the defperate en-
mity and {pite of their wills againft the perfon,
offices, and grace of the redeemer.

3. Use. The dominion and decrees of Chrift
are full of inftruction and heavenly wifdom; it is
the great duty and pleafure of believers to be
thoroughly well verfed in this truth; and it
fhould animate us to fearch into it, to confider
that the farther we advance in this knowledge,
and the more delightfully we contemplate this
glorious doétrine, the clearer will be the reafon=
ablenefs and wildom of it; and the more richly
and abundantly will the ufefulnefs and pleafure
of it appear. Reafon



I 168 ]

Reafon ought humbly to bow to the dominion
of Chrift; and reafon never appears with {o much
dignity and beauty as when it forms this refolu-
tion, * I fee clearly that fuch a truth is revealed
by Gop, and I will believe it, although I am
fure I can never comprehend the modus of it.”
Nothing but the dominion of Chrift, heartily
fubmitted to, will ever filence the impudent
yelpings and cavils of the carnal and corrupt
reafon of man.

4. Use. Give Chrift the utmoft glory of his
fupreme and eternal dominion, by a free and
full fubje&ion to his laws, ordinances, and
providences.

1. Submit to his reafonable and wife Laws,
‘The rules and meafures of our temper and conduét
are copied from the beautiful nature of Gop, and
they are exaltly fuited to the nature, powers, af-
fe&ions, and beft interefts of man. Thefe laws
are adapted to the good of the whole world, and
yet equally fitted to promote the bappinefs of
every individual on earth. The fovereign do-
minion of Chrift is the firft grand reafon of our
cheerful obedience; but the goodnefs and bounty
of God, and our own beft happinefs, are to be
confidered as additional reafons and motives to
univerfal holinefs,

2. Be fubject to his wite ordinances; every
inftitution
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infticution of Chrift bears the marks of wifdom,
goodnefs, holinefs, beauty, and dominion; prayer
and praife; reading and hearing the precious
word of Gop; baptifm and the Lord’s fupper :
all thefe are full of dignity, ufefulnefs, and
pleafure; and no man can defpife them, till he
1s arrived to {uch a pitch of folly and madnefs as
to make a mock at {in, and defpife Chrift, his
own foul, the terrors of death, the glories of
heaven, and the torments of hell,

3. Submit to his PROVIDENCES.

The providence of CHRrIsT is nothing but the
exercife of his divine perfections, in all forts of
motions and events in the univerife.

He interefts himfelf in all the a&ions of the
natural and moral world; and immediately by
his own prefence and power, preferves and
governs all created beings, according to their
various natures, material and immaterial, vege-
table and animal, meortal and immortal, rational
and angelical.

The proof of his providence arifes from ten
thoufand fources. His giving fpecial mercies
and deliverances above and beyond the power of
natural laws—his affociating natural caufes for
the relief and benefit of his people in a ftrange
and wonderful manner—his rendering fit and

Y powerful
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powerful means to deftroy his people ineffetual,
and making weak means for their defence fuc-
ceed—his turning wicked men from doing ill to
his people, by his invifible and filent energy—
the doing good or evil to his people has always
been rewarded or punifhed by his providence—
the exatt agreement and correfpondence of the
{criptures with his operations fhews a provi-
dence—the altions and events of his providence
fall out in remarkable times of need and danger,
and agreeable to the promifes; and we have a
thoufand anfwers to his people’s prayers all thro’
the {criptures of Gob.

The providence of Chrift is concerned in the
creation and ftructure of our bodies and fouls—
in the time and place of our birth—in the ftock
and family out of which we fhould {pring—in
our converfion to Gop, in the time, manner, and
means thereof—in appointing our ftation and
province as to the civil and religious life—in
directing all our moral and happy connexions—
in making feafonable and fuitable provifions for
the temporal wants of ourfelves and families—in
delivering us from artful temptations and in the
preventing of fin—in preferving our bodies from
ten thoufand dangers, or recovering us from
danger. The providence of Chrift appears in a
moft ftriking and delightful manner in giving us

aid
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aid and aflitance for mortifying our fins, and
fuppreffing the in-dwelling corruption of the
heart; as well as promoting the great work of
fanification, and advancing YITAL HOLINESS in
the foul,

It is the duty of all true believers to obferve
the providence of Chrift, and reflet on it’s
various atiens to promote our happinefs. Chrift
commands this as his exprefs will and choice:
O, my people, remember; that ye may know
the righteoufnefs of the Lord, Micah vi. 5.—
"The negle of Chrift’s providence is condemned
as a provoking crime. They regard not the work
of the Lord, neither confider the operation of
his hands, Pf. xxviii. ¢. Ifai. v. 12. Lord, when
thy hand is lifted up, they will not fee; but they
thall fee, Ifai. xxvi. 11. The Spirit of Gob has
fixed notes of attention in the Bible to invite us
to obferve the providence of Chrift. No due
praife can be given to Chrift for his {pecial alts
of favour, if we attend not to his providence.
We lofe the ufes, benefits, and pleafures of the
works of Chrift towards ourfelves and others, if
we attend not to them with a devotional frame of
heart. ’Tis a vile flight and ingratitude to a
good Gop and Saviour, not to obferve his pro-
v1dence We can never order our prayers fuitable
to our conditions, if we neglet to obferve divine

providence,
Y 2 The
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The manneRr in which we thould obferve the
altions of providence, and the temper with which
we thould refle®t on it’s operations.—Recollect
all Chrift’s providences concerning you from firft
to laft, from your birth to this moment; and be
as exact and accurate as pofiible, both intenfively,
as to the peculiar nature and circumftances of
your mercies; and extenfively in all the kinds of
providential bleflings. Have fpecial regard to
the words and promifes of Chrift, which are made
good to you by his kind and gracious providence.
In all your reviews of providence, eye Chriit in
every comfort, in every trial, in every trouble
and afi&ion which befalls you. See his tender
care, his perfet wifdom, his free good will, his
fovereign grace, and his great end in all his
operations. Exercife thofe tempers and affections
which his fpecial and various providences call
for: in all {ad and afliétve events, be humble;
yet joy in Gop your Saviour: never part with
your joy in the worft events, becaufe he com-
mands you to rejoice evermore : rejoice in the
Lord always; and again I fay rejoice, although
the fig-tree fhould not bleffom, nor fruit be in
the vines, Hab. iii, 17. Still mind things in-
vifible and eternal, 2 Cor. iv. 18. If Chnft’s
providence delay a mercy which you have waited
and prayed for, defpair not; he will never be a
minute too late., Cenfure not the defigns and

operations



[ 173 1]

operations of Chrift, but wait humbly and
patiently at the feet of your divine mafter, who
will kindly and faithfully perform all things for
you, Job xxin. 14. Pf. Ivii. 2.

The apbvantaces and PLEASURES of obferving
the providences of Chrift. Thus you will main-
tain and keep up lively communion with Chrift
every day : a great part of the pleafures and joys
of the divine life arife from the devout obferva-
tion of providence. This daily attention to
Chrift’s hand will fupprefs and gradually eradicate
the natural atheifim of your hearts; this will be
a fingular and ftrong fupport to our faith, in all
future wants and trials. It will afford continual
matter of praife and devotion to Chrift, which is
the work of heaven. A due obfervation of pro-
vidence will endear Jefus Chrift every day more
and more to our fouls: as all our right to every
blefling arifes from our union with him, our
adoption into his family, our intereft in his
fatisfadtion and righteoufnefs—all our comforts
are owing to his daily interceffion, and they are
the gift of his hand, and fanéified to us by his
Holy Spirit ; therefore Chrift muft be exceedingly
precious to all who rightly pbferve his providen-
tial operations. This temper and praétice hath
a marvellous tendency to melt the heart into
ingenuous fhame and lively gratitude,~—it will

produceg
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produce and fecure inward tranquility and calm-
nefs of mind, amidft the changes and diftrefling
events of a vain, vexatious world,—and a wife
attention to providence will be extremely ufeful
to advance and improve vital holinefs in heart
and life. And to crown all, the ftudy and re-
view of providence will be of fpecial ufe and
confolation on a dying bed, and in a dying hour,
when we are juft on the point of going into the
prefence of Chrift, to review all the care of his
providence, from the firft moment of our exift-
ence, to our entrance into the glory of heaven.

InFerRENCES from the proviDENCE of the
Lorp JEesus.

1. Chrift is to be feen, acknowledged, and
adored in all that befalls us in life and in death—
{ee much of Chrift in every creature, and every
creature to be nothing without him; he is all in
all in providence and grace.

2. How great 1s the condefcenfion and care of
the Lord Jefus over all good men, in all parts
of the world, all round the globe, from pole
to pole.

3. Does Chrift do all things for you! then
you are obliged to do all things for the fervice,
intereft, and glory of Chrift! Whatever ye do
in word or in deed, do all in his name, and for
the rich difplay of his glorious perfetions !

| 4. Does
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4. Does Chrift perform all things for the beft
and deareft interefts of his people! then diftruft
him not in new trials and great difficulties; that
Gop who has delivered you in fo great a death,
and in fuch dreadful troubles, you may boldly
truft in him that he will yet deliver, 2 Cor. 1. 10.
He will beautify the meek with falvation, Pf.

cxlix. 4.

5. Seck to Chrift for all things by prayer; never
execute any defign without him; prayer is an
outlet to all trouble, and an inlet to all the joys
of falvation, which are unfpeakable and full of
glory.—See a glorious example of the power of
faith and prayer, in profeflfor Frank, in the build-
ing the orphan-houfe, at Halle, ia Saxony; the
book is entituled Pietas Hallenfis,

6. In all things ftudy to pleafe Chrift, on whom
you depend for all things, pertaining to life and
godlinefs! You have nothing but what you have
received ; and you can have nothing that is good
for body or foul for time or eternity, but what
you receive out of his infinite fulneis, as Gob
over all, blefled for ever. Amen.

The speciaL and PECULIAR GoODNESs of the

provIDENCE of CHrisT towards all who love
Gopb.

The whole fyftem of providence, and all it’s
fpecial
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fpecial motions, are ultimately for the good of
the church and every individual believer, in every
period of time, and in every part of the world.
Chrift, in all his altions, has certainly fome EnD ;
he is infinitely wife ; and wifdom confifts in pro-
pofing the beft and nobleft end in all that we do.
Thatis truly Chrift’s end and intention which his
heart is moft fet upon, and which his foul loves
beft ; and that is certainly the difplay of his ut-
moft glory, in the perfect falvation and happinefs
of his people.

All proviDENCE is nothing but Chrift’s per-
fections, in truth and fa&, alting for the good of
the church: and he has done fo from the begin-
ning of the world to this very day.

1. Reason. This will appear by an enuMER-
atroN of all things good and bad.

All coop THings. The whole univerfe, it’s
frame, conftitution, and laws——the courfe of na-
ture in all it’s revolutions and feafons—the in-
terefts of nations and kings—the gifts and orna-
ments of men, confifting in wifdom, courage,
learning, and {cience—the gifts, graces, and ex-
periences of all good men—the excellencies of
gofpel minifters, with all their fermons and ex-
pofitions of fcripture, and their rich devotional
talents for prayer and praife-—the ancGeLs of Gob,

who
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who are at the top of creation; all the higheft
orders of them attend upon the church; even
armies or hofts of them have been employed to
attend upon one good man; witnefs Jacob, Gen.
xxxii. 1. witnefs Elitha, 2 Kings vi. 17. The
angels have performed many great attions for the
fervants of Gob, in all ages; and they love to be
employed in watching over them, and in learning
from the church the manifold wifdom of Gop,

Eph. iii. 10.

All zap Trivcs fhall work together for the
good of them that love Gop. Bad perfons fhall
be over-ruled by the wifdom of Chrift, to do his
people good—all Satan’s devices, all his fraud
and rage, all his fecret plots and open attacks,
thall work for good—all wicked men have been
over-ruled to do good to the church; as you
may fee in the cafe of Pharaoh, Jehu, Sennache-
rib, Rabthakeh, Ahathuerus, Herod, and others—
great princes, fuch as Nebuchadnezzar, Cyrus,
and many more, have been raifed up by Chrift
to ferve his church—fome of the Roman em-
perors, who were pagans, have ferved the church—
and modern kings inEurope, and in England, have
been over-ruled to do good to the church—the
princes of Germany were made ufe of by Chrift
to promote the reformation in the time of Luther
—and the hiftory of the church, in all ages, will

Z furnifh
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furnith ten thoufand faéts to confirm this glorious
truth.

All BaD THINGS, or evils. Sin or the evil of
blame, the evil of afiGion, and the evil of
punifhment.—See Mr. Jofeph Bellamy, of New-
England, on the wifdom of Gop in the permiffion
of fin; with Mr. Hopkins’s fermons, as an ap-
pendix and fupplement to iltuftrate Mr. Bellamy.
—Chrift has over-ruled his people’s own fins, and
the {ins of others, for the good of the church.
The evil of affliGtions is direted by the wifdom
of Chrift to the fame end. Such are wars or the
contentions of kings and nations. The paft and
prefent war between us and Ameriea fhall finally
terminate in the glory of Chrift, and the good
of the church—deftroying judgments, plagues,
earthquakes, dearths, and famines—divifions and
contentions amongft minifters and churches—dif-
putes and controverfies in religion are all over-
ruled for good, to clear up truth and confound

error—the oppofition made to the gofpel by all
forts of infidels, has done good to the church—

the evidences and dorines of revelation would
never have been difplayed in fo bright a manner,

had it not been for the fierce and artful oppofition
made to them in all ages.

The cruet perfecutions of the church have
done it good in all ages: and thefe ftorms of

rage
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rage and cruelty have been as neceffary to purify
and enlarge the church, as winds, and thunders,
and lightenings, to purge the air from peftilential
vapours, difeafes, and deaths. In all your read-
Ing of ecclefiaftical hiftory, you thould keep in
your mind the above refle&ions, to teach you to
admire and adore the wifdom and providence of
the Lord Jefus Chrift,—See Collett, Flavel, and
Charnock, on Providence; with Millar, on the
Propagation of Chriftianity. |

Reason 1. Gop cur Saviour often prefers
mercy to the church, and the care of it above his
own concernments of juftice. He values his
mercy to his friends above the immediate execu-
tion of juftice on his enemies. He {pared the
wicked world one hundred and twenty years, whilft
Noah was preparing the ark. He faid to Lot, I can
do nothing till thou art fafe, Gen. xix. 22. The
angels held the four winds of Gob’s judgments,
till the people of Gob were fealed, Rev. vii. 1.

Reasow III.  Chrift takes peculiar notice of
the meaneft of his people, and mightily con-
defcends to them; much more of the whole
church, It is aftonithing to confider that the
fcriptures mention none of the great men among
the heathen, but either as they were inftruments
of good, or executioners of his difpleafure, or
the fubjedts of his people’s triumph over them.

Z 2 Cyrus
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Cyrus and Darius are celebrated as their friends s
Nebuchadnezzar and the cruel Senacherib, with
others, as their fcourges: and the kings con-
quered by Abraham and Jofhua, as the fubjefts
of their valour and triumph! The actions of
the greateft heroes are only noticed in fcripture
as they relate to the church; whillt the lowelt
affairs of his people are related at large, and their
very names repeated over and over with a pecu-
liar air of pleafure, as we fee in the hiftory of
Jacob, Jofeph, Gideon, Samuel, David, and
others.—See Edwards’s Hiftory of Redemption,
p. 16c--166.

Reason IV. Chrift often reveals to his people
what he will do in the world, as if he feemed to
afk their advice. Shall I hide from Abraham the
thing which I do? Gen. xviii. 17. Surely the
Lorp Gop will do nothing, but he revealeth
his fecrets unto his fervants the prophets, Amos
iii. 7. I have called you friends, for all things
I have made known to you, John xv. 15. He
foretold the deluge to Noah—the ruin of the
Canaanitss to Abraham—and the ruin of the
Egyptians to Mofes—the fate of the four
monarchies to Daniel—and the ftate of the
Roman empire and the church; quite down to
the end of the world, to the apoftle John.

Reason V. Chrift has given the choiceft things
he has to his people; he has given all he is
worth
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waorth to them, only excepting one thing, and
that is his own glory in their falvation. Chrifk
has given the whole world to his people. Thus
Abraham is ftiled the heir of the worid, Rom.
1v. 13. And all things are your’s, 1 Cor. 1il. 21, 22,
All things are for your fakes, 2 Cor.iv. 15. He
has given his glorious gofpel, his precious pro-
mifes, and the moft bright and wenderful dif-
coveries of thoughts and truths, which were hid
in Gop, from eternal ages, Eph. iii. 9. The
covenant of grace is entrufted with the church;
and this contains all the riches of the eternal Gop;
and this being a mercy which exceeds all other
things in the world, it is therefore comprehenfive
of all things, as the greater comprehends the lefs ;
and that Gop who gives the greateft things, will
furely give the lefs to his people; he has given
us his gofpel, and his law; his minifters, fabbaths,
and ordinances; his own body and foul; his blood,
righteoufnefs, {pirit, grace, attributes, and ations;
he has given us the fecrets of his heart, his bofom
thoughts ; he hath not dealt fo with every nation,
Pf. cxlvii. 20.  And will he not with himfelf freely
give us all things!

According to the sTaTe of THINGS, and the
oeconvomy fettled by Chrift in the worLDp and the
cHuRCH, it muft needs be that all providences
are for the good of the church.

This
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This will glorioufly appear from the fol-
lowing confiderations.

ConsipERrRATION 1,

All the providences of Gob the Redeemer are
defigned to difplay his grace to his church. Grace
1s the free good will of Chrift £ us, and the free
good work of his fpirit /# us. All that Chrit
alts in the ceconomy of nature, and in the ceco-
nomy of redemption, is defigned for this great,
end, and ordered by his counfel and decree, as
their rule, He is head over all worlds, for the
good of the church, Eph. i. 22.  All things are
according to Gop’s purpofe of glorifying Chrift ag
the head, and for us in connexion with him as
his myfterious and {piritual body. And Gob the
Father takes the fame care of us as he did of
Chrift ; which leads us to obferve,

ConsiDiraTION 2.

Gop the Father hath given all power of govern-
ment to Chrift, to this very end, for the good of
the church; all worlds are put into his hands
with this very intention ; and Chrift purfues and
exccutes his Father’s intention every moment,
without the leaft failure or delay; all things are
created 8y him and ror him; and by him all
things confift; and he is the head of the body,
the church, Colof. i. 16--18,

Coxn-
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ConsipEraTION 3,

Gob our Saviour, in the church, difcovers the
glory of aLL his attributes.

There is not one perfetion of the Lord Jefus,
but what is difplaged to the uttermoft in the
church ; there is more of Chrift to be feen and
known in the church, than in the lofty ftru&ure
of the world, the ftarry heavens, or in all the
angels of Gop; all his divine attributes, all his
human powers, graces, and perfe@ions are made
known to his people here below ; and he difcovers
more {fympathy towards his church militant than
- to his church triumphant; and furely we have
more need of pity and the compaffions of his
heart, as we are furrounded with enemies, in-
volved in dangers, and preffed down with trials,
temptations, and wants.

Every attribute of Chrift will fhine out for
the relief of his people, according to their
various frames, conditions, and wants. His
cternity of duration is their portion; his omni-
prefence is their life and joy; his immutability is
the rock of their reft; his living almighty power
1s their fupport.

Chrift difplays, in the church, his boundlefs
knowledge; his infinite wifdom and prudence ;
his rich and inexhauftible goodnefs ; his tender

mercy,
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mercy, and unbounded compaflion and {ympathy;
his fpotlefs holinefs, inflexible juftice, inviolable
truth, fincerity, and faithfulnefs: he difplays
his unutterable all-fufficiency to fupply all his
people’s temporal and {piritual wants, agreeably
to his promifes. In the church you fee his in-
finite BLESSEDNESS and GLORY made known in a
light as bright as ten thoufand funs. Now,
therefore, it muft be impoffible that all things
thould not work together for his people’s good ;
for if there is any wifdom or goodnefs, or grace
or holinefs, or juftice or fincerity, in the Son of
Gobp; if his perfettions ever were exerted, or if
they ever fhall be difplayed whilft time endures,
it muft be in the church, which he has purchafed
with his own blood, and which he will eternally
fill with the incomprehenfible glory of all his
perfettions !

This leads us to another glorious TRUTH,
which contains the ftrongeit confolation.

ConSIDERATION of DEMONSTRATION 4.

There is a moft peculiar relation and virtal
union between Chrift and his church. This
union is illuftrated by the beft and deareft rela-
tions amongft mankind: it is the union of friend
with friend—of brother with brother—of father
and children—of hufband and wife—of head with
members—of foul with body—of foul with foul,
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for he that is joined to the Lord is one fpirit—a
union refembling the relation of his divinity to
his moft pure humanity—and of being one with
the Lord as Chrift and his Father are one. The
church hath that clofe and dear relation, and
union to Gop the Saviour, which none in the
world have befides. It implies a unity of nature,
a union of thoughts, paflions, tafte, volitions,
and a&ions; with 2 union of ends in a zealous
glorifying Goo. Our being joined to the Lord,
and made one {pirit with him, denotes the moft
intimate and intenfe union that ever was in the
world. It denotes Chrift’s perpetual prefence
with us; his agency in us; his confcioufnefs of
us in the deepeft feelings of the foul; his tender
fympathy with us in all afflitions ; his attentien
to every motion of the mind, and thought of the
heart; his a&ive care of our moft minute con-
cerns and interefts; and his deep and keen re-
fentment of all injuries offered to us by our
enemies.

The glorious EFFECTS of this uNION with
CHRrIsT.

The refult and confequences of all thefe glori-
ous unions, are a right to all the ftrongeft cor-
dials of the gofpel, and an enjoyment of all the
richeft blefflings and privileges of the covemant of
grace. Such are the freeft and fulleft pardon of
fin: complete juftification by the righteoufnels

A a of
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of Chrift—adoption into the family of Chrift—
peace with Gop, and peace of conicience—
fantification, and growth in grace—fruitfulnefs
in good works, and a pleafureable acceptance of
the fruits of holimefs—eftablithment in their
frames, graces, and comforts—{upport in all
their powers, good qualities, and noble altions —
with invincible perfeverance in grace unto eternal
tlory. Thefe are the happy effects and glorious
confequences of vital unron with the Lord Jefus
Chnitt. Read an exeetlent but unknown book,
tntituled, The Do&rine of Union between Chrift
and the Believer, 8vo. 1740. by the Rev. Mr.
Thomas Flower. Dr. Watts declared this was
the beft book on union he had ever read, and he
left this teftimony written with his own hand in
the book itfelf. To which book add the account
of the glorious fruits of union, in Bofton’s Four-
fold State of Man; with Hervey on union, in
Theron and Afpafio, letter X1I,

1. Chrift hath a peculiar love to this very
UNION, or intimate RELATION between him and
his people.

Chrift often mentions this relation with de-
light, as though he loved to hear the found of it
in his own voice: my vineyard, which is mine,
is before me. Thus he fpeaks me, my, mine.
The church is always under his eye, and feated
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n his affeftion; and Chrift is p}eafcd with his
propriety in them,

Chrift never calls the world, My world, though
he created it, Sometimes he faith, the earth is
mine ; but it is either to check the prefumption
of men, who aftribe that to themfelves which is
due to the FiRsT causk; or to encourage his
people in the expeftation of deliverance, becaufe
all things in the earth are at his command ; or to
fhew his own fufficiency without the fervices or
ations of his people, as when he faith, the earth
Is mine, and the fullnefs thereof : but it is never
mentioned in fuch a way, as to difcover any plea-
fure he has in the relation between him 3nd the
earth {imply confidered; but my vineyard, my
people, my children, my jewels, my fantuary,
very frequently all through the Bible; fo much
does Chrift efteem his union with them, and his
deep propriety in them,

2. This intenfe unton and deep RELATION 1S
prevalent with Chrift in the greateft eMer GENCIES,
and moft pungent pisTREssEs of his people.

The very confideration, that they are bés people,
kindles his affeftion and enlivens his ftrength for
them. And he faid, furely they are my people,
children that will not lye; fo he was their faviour,
Ifai. Ixnt. 8,

Aaa CHrisT



