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How ftartles reafon at a thought fo ftrange,
What power can force oMN1POTENCE to change?
If from his own divine produttive thought
Were the yet ftranger alteration wroughe;
Could excellence fupreme, new rays acquire,
Or ftrong perfection raife it’s glories higher!
Abfurd !—his high meridian brightnefs glows,
Never decreafes, never overflows!

Knows no addition, yields to no decay,

The facred blaze of inexhauftlefs day!

Dzrry, p. 18.

Is Chrift unchangeable in all his natural and
moral perfeétions, in his felf - {ufficiency, all-
fufficiency, fitnefs, fulnefs, beauty, happinefs,
geendeur, and incomprehenfible glory! Then
what an object 1s Chrift of our utmoft admiration
and efteemn, our moft ardent benevolence and
gratitude! O! my dear readers, here is an obje&t
that will moft fublimely diftance zll your powers
and paffions to eternity! Let us every morning,
every day, and every evening, meditate on the
unchangeablenefs of Chrift! Let us fay within
ourfelves, Is my redeemer unchangeable in Lirg!
then there is life enough for me: becaufe he lives
I fhall live alfo. Is he unchangeable in his om-
nipoTENCE! then there is ftrength enough for me;
I fhall renew my ftrength, and mount up on
cagles wings.

Is



[ 93 1

Is he unchangeable in his yNDERSTANDING and
knowledge ! then there is rich knowledge for me:
he knows my perfon, my wants, my dangers, and
my enemies : he knows how to deliver the godly
out' of temptations, 2 Pet, ii, 9. And as to
temporal and {piritual bleffings, he knows that
we have need of all thefe things, Matt. vi. 32.
he knows the deepeft plots of men and devils,
and he will unravel and confound them all.

Is Chrift unchangeable in his pomiNioN over
heaven, carth, and hell! then, O! believer, re-
joice, for his whole dominion is for you, and all
your enemies muft bow or break to thivers under
his iron rod.

~ Is Chrift unchangeable in his preniTy and
preroGATIVES ! then give him the utmoft glory,
and preferve all his rights and laws facred and
inviolate! never fuffer men or devils, by your
confent, to injure his infinite dignity in any one
inftance whatfoever: preferve his honour at the
hazard, yea, at the expence of your life: ftand
up for his boundlefs prerogative with the utmoft
wifdom, zeal, and fortitude ; and proclaim to the
world your attachment to his perfon and worthi-
nefs: tell 1t out amiong the mations, tell it out
to all worlds, what an unparalled faviour and
friend you poflefs; yea, if it be poffible, make
hell, as well as heaven, refound with his tran-
{fcendent glory and praife! Is
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Is Chrift unchangeable in his TasTe! or his
clear fenfe of the moft noble, beautiful, and
affeCting objets: then let us form our tafte upon
his plan, as the eternal and immutable ftandard
of all that is great, good, and excellent: let us
conform to his tafte in all our difpofitions and
ations. Has Chrift a clear fenfe of all that is
bafe, ugly, deformed, and difguftful in the tem-
pers and altions of devils and men! let us con-
form to his tafte in this refpet likewife, and ab-
hor all Sin as the moft bafe and horrid deformity,
as the moft difguftful and abominable obje& in
the univerfe of Gop! let us long for an eternal
difunion with fuch a curfed objett,

Is Chrift unchangeable in his BravTy ! let us
Jove him with a boundlefs efteem; defire him
with an infinite defire; bear towards him an ar-
dent good-will, and feel an unutterable, un-
wearied delight in him as an ocean of the pureft
good !

Is he unchangeable in his Love! O! that our
love was like his without change, unlefs for the
better, every hour! Q! eternal {pirit, help us
to love Chrift with an immutable affe&tion and at-
tachment that thall be immortal as our exiftence.

Is Chnlt unchangeable in his HaTrRED Of fin
and Satan; in his axcEr at all moral impurity ;
in
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in his wrarn at all witkednefs on earth and in
hell! then let our hatred, our anger, our wrath,
be correfpondent with his! let us fet no bounds
to our averfion and oppofition to all that he
hates. Is he unchangeable in his zeal for his
Father’s glory and his own: is he zealous for the
honour of his blefled Spirit, and his law, and
gofpel, and kingdom in the world! then let our
zeal* be like his: let it be nobly animated by
his pattern and conduét: the zeal of Gob’s
caufe and intereft ate him up.

Is Chrift unchangeable in his wispom and
prUDENCE ! then let us fubmit to his wifdom,
becaufe in him are hid all the treafures of wifdom
and knowledge, Colof, ii. 3. I wiidom dwell
with prudence, and find )ut knowledge of deep
and wonderful inventions, Prov. viii. 12. My
fervant fhall deal very prudently, Ifa. li. 53.
Let us afk wifdom and prudence of Chrift, who
giveth liberally, and upbraideth not with our in-
gratitude and folly in times paft, Jamesi. 3.
Let us imitate Chrift in wifdom and prudence :
let us be wife as a thoufand ferpents, and harm-
lefs as ten thoufand doves, Matt. x. 16.

Is Chrift unchangeable in coobwEss, MErcY,

and

¥ Read the great John Reynolds, on Sacred Zeal, ramo. 1716.

Motives to Zeal, in the Contemplations, vol. I. page 396, Mo-

tives to Zeal for the Proteftant Religion,—Proteffant Magazine,
Janwary, 1733,
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and crace! Is the goodnefs of Chrift his free,
felf-attive good-will to make us happy with de-
light and pleafure! Is it the unchangeable in-
clination of Chrift’s will, to IejOICE OVer us, to
do us good with his whole heart and his whole
foul ! then let ws admire him, and cry out with
wonder and rapture, How great is his goodnefs,
and how great is his beauty ! Zech. ix. 17. Let
us {ay with the holy pfalmilt, I will fing of the
mercies of Jehovah my Gob for ever, Pf. Ixxxix. 1.
O'! that men would praife the Lord Jefus for his
goodnefs and for his wonderful works to the
children of men! Pf. cvii. 8, 15, 21, 3I1.

Is Chrift unchangeable in his HoLiNEss! hence
fee the ablolute need of regeneration, in erder
to knew and enjoy Gob for ever! either Chrilt
mudt change into fin, or you muft be changed
into holinefs; or be feparated from Gop for
ever and ever. There is no poffibility of poflfefling
one privilege, or receiving one blefling, or tafting
one cordial of the gofpel, without regeneration.
There is no poflibility of performing one aé or
duty of gofpel obedience unlefs you are bornagain.
And with refpeét to an eternal heaven, you can
neither enjoy the glories of heaven, or perform
the duties of heaven, unlefs you are regenerated
in your whole foul by the Spirit of Goo!

Is Chrift unchangeable in his justice! then

wo!
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wo! wo! ten thoufand woes to every rebel that
fets him at defiance by infidelity and impenitence!
What will you do? Whither will ye go, where
can you flee to efcape dwelling in devouring fire,
and making your bed in everlafting burnings!
Ifa. xxxiit. 14. Can your heart endure, can your
hands be ftrong in the day that I fhall deal with
thee, Ezek. xxii. 14.

Is Chrift unchangeable in his justice! then
let us imitate his juftice, and be unchangeably
juft to Gop and man: have an ardent regard to
the ricuTs of others, with a deliberate purpofe
to preferve thofe rights facred and inviolate:
give Gop the Redeemer his full due; give all
mankind their full due; give to thyfelf full due;
and thus be univerfally juft to all the objeéts of
thy free and rational agency. SeLr-jusTIcE is a
duty : juftice to Gop and man are duties indif-
penfable, immutable, and eternal.

Is Chrift unchangeable in his TrRuTa; in the
truth of his exiftence, attributes, and aétions!
Is he unchangea:ble in his conceprions of the na-
ture, properties, and relations of all things in
heaven, earth, and hell, from eternity to eternity !
what a wonderful perfeGion of knowledge is thist
Is Chrift unchangeable in the truth of his heart;
in the truth of his declarations, dotrines, pro-

mifes, and threatenings! Is he unchangeable in
N the
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the truth of his condu&t to all his creatures; in
all worlds! Then confide in him without any
referve, and without any himits : give thy faith
free fcope in his moll perfeét and unbounded ve-
racity and faithfulnefs!

Is Chrift unchangeable in his seLF-suFFICIERCY
for his own happinefs, and his all-fufficiency for
the happinefs of his people! then adore him;
live upon him; receive out of his fulnefs and
grace upon grace, 1. e. one mealure of grace after
another, John 1. 16. Let us rejoice in him who
hath faid, Without me ye can do nothing, John
xv. §. but my grace is fufficient for thee, 2 Cor.

xi. 9. and through his ftrength we can do all
things, Philip. iv. 13.

Is Chrift unchangeable in all his perfettions,
BLESSEDNESS, and GLory! Does happinefs con-
fift in ftrength, or wifdom, or beauty, or joy, or
riches, or pleafures, or power and might, in
valour, fortitude, or honour, and eternal fame'
Chrift is unchangeable in all thefe noble and
beautiful excellencies ! and his generofity of heart
is infinite upon infinite. This completes his caa-
RACTER, and renders him an objelt of perfelt
veneration and delight, to all that love him in
heaven and earth! Lord Jefus, we lay ourfelves
at thy feet, and we are entirely at thy command ;
we are wholly devoted to thee, while life and

thought,
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thought, reafon and paflion, and immortality
endures. Amen!

1V. CurisT hath the LiFE and oMNIPOTENCE
of Gop.

He is the life, John xiv. 6. He is true Gobp
and and eternal life, 1 John v. 20. In him was
life, and the life is the light of men, John'i. 4.
He is the true light, which enlighteneth every
rational man that comes into the world of nature,
and every converted and holy man coming into
the world of grace, verfe g.

As the life and omnipotence of Chrift are ob-
jets the moft fublime and incomprehenfible, the
beft method to attain clear ideas of thefe myfteri-
ous fubjetts is to begin with the loweft gradations
of life, ard, by eafy fteps, to afcend up to the
the higheft degrees in Gop himfelf,

Lire in creatures of the animal kind is a prin-
ciple, or {pring of a&ion, by which the creature
moves itfelf, Self-motion is true life, and the
only way or manner by which a creature thews
itfelf to be alive, is sELF-moTION. A power to
begin motion, or change of place, and to con-
tinue motion, is true life: it 1s a real and won-
derful power, vaftly beyond all the properties of
dead matter in the heavenly bodies, or in this our
globe, with 1t’s furniture, viz. air, water, earths,

N 2 rocks,
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rocks, minerals, metals, and all the various dead
fubftances it contains: they have not the leaft
property of {elf-motion, or a power to change
place for one moment.

Lire is felf-motion, or a ftate of active ex-
iftence. The a&ive exiftence of the blood is
called circuraTion: the a&ive exiftence of the
lungs is called rREsPIRATION, or breathing: the
active exiftence of the nerves is called sensaTioN:
the attive exiftence of the foul and body together
is called union: the aétive exiftence of our limbs
and fenfes confifts in a power cf voluntary mo-
tion.

The aétive exiftence of our fouls, in a ftate of
perception ; and a capacity to receive and retain
ideas, or images of things, is ftiled raTIONAL
LIFE.

A capacity of receiving and retaining divine
ideas; and to feel the force of {piritual motives ;
and to be touched with the clear reprefentations
of the fulnefs, grandeur, and beauty of Chriit,
is {piritual life, or a ftate of vital holinefs.

This {piritual life is a new and divine principle
or {pring of holy altivity, infufed into the foul
by the fpirit of Chrift, which iffues in a pIviNe
#asIT, or difpofition to live to Chrift; and dif-

covers it{elf in a beautiful and lovely refemblance
1o
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to Chrift; in a lively and deep fenfe of the law
of Chrift upon the foul; and evinces it’s ex-
iftence by an univerfal change of principles,
altions, and tafte, in it’s conduct and tendency
towards Chrift and all mankind.

This fixed difpofition to a&t towards Chrift
and for his glory, is the moft glorious image of
the life and omnipotence of Chrift, that can ever
be found in our world; it is ready in point of
difpofition and motion for every mode of holy
altivity ; it is naturally altive, even more fo than
any living body or meerly rational {pirit; it is
freely altive without any relutance in itfelf,
although it meets with oppofition from corrupt
nature; it is fervently altive for Chrift, and
exerts itfelf with a noble and generous warmth
for his intereft and glory ; 1t 1s unboundedly altive
in affections to Chrift; it knows no limits ; it
difdains all bounds, and fcorns all reftraint; it
withes to fpread itfelf into the immenfity of
Chrift’s divine and infinite perfeétions; it is uzn-
boundedly ative againft fin and Satan, and the
fpirit of a bad world; it longs to dafh them to
pieces and trample them under foot ; it is power-
Sfully altive fo as to refemble the unwearied allivity
of Chrift himfelf, who works every moment in
all worlds; it refembles the omnipotence of
Chrift in it’s powerful or mighty aétivity for him

on
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on all occafions; it is eafily and pleafantly altive.
Life, in 1t’s lowelt degree, is a power of felf-
activity or motion; an higher degree of life is
an higher power of felf-motion; and the higheft
degrees of life have the greateft eafe and pleafure
in action ; the higheft degrees of rational life in
the wifeft men have great eafe and pleafure in
operation ; and the noble nature of rational life
in angels has the fweetelt eafe and pleafure in
action. What then muft be the divine life in a
true chriftian, in refpe of eafe and pleafure to-
wards Chnft! It is orderly and beautifully attive,
or in all it’s operations it refembles the leautiful
life of Chrift: he did all things decently and in
order. The true believer defires, in all his actings
of foul and body towards all the objefts of it’s
free agency, to imitate the FiTnzss and prcorum
of attion in Chrift; 1t is purarLy altive; ic
never dies; 1t lives for ever; it endures to
eternity. Ths life is hid with Chrift in Gob, and
it is made immortal by Chrift himfelf : becaufe he
lives we fhall live alfo; we live yet not fo much
ourfelves as Chrift liveth in us; and the life we
now live in the fleth, we live by the faith of the
Son of Gop, who loved us and gave himfelf for
us, Gal. il. 20. 1 give unto them eternal life,
and they (hall never perith; neither fhall axv,
i. e. men ordevils, fin, or the world, or any other
creature, pluck them out of My hand, John x. 28,

Q! chriftian,
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O chnftian, rejoice! thy faviour is the living
Gobp, and fteadfaft for ever, Dan. vi. 26, He is
the LiFE as well as the TRuTH ; he is infinize and
omniprefent life without bounds; he 1s immuiable
life without change; he is perfes life without
defeét or deficiency; he is efernal life without
decay or death; he was once dead in his body, but
he is alive and lives for evermore in all the ful-
nefs of Gop’s immortal exiftence.

The oMNIPOTENCE, or almighty PowER of
CHRIST.

The omnipotence of Chrift is the altive force
of his divine nature, or the infinite life and
ftrength of his divine will; by which he is able,
without the leaft difficulty, to produce the
greateft effets in the worlds of nature, provi-
dence, and grace.

We gain the idea of divine power in Chrift,
by obferving the life, ftrength, and attivity in
our own {ouls; and in the motions or change of
place in bodies we and others are able to produce
in our world; and in tne moft amazing motion
or change of place which are produced in the
heavenly bodies, and in all the parts of the earth
and feas, quite round the globe, every moment;

and from moment to moment ever fince their frft
creation,
As
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As moft perfons have no clear and juft ideas
of the divine power, it will be exceedingly proper
and ufeful to aflift them in forming thofe ideas,
by fhewing the natural and eafy procefs of the
human mind, in gaining clear and vivid concep-
tions of the omnipotence of Chrift,

Firlt of all confider the vaft bulk or macwNI-
Tupe of the planetary worlds,——the amazing
spaces through which they move,—and the
verociTy with which they are moved. Only let
me premife, that according to the light of divine
revelation, omnipotence is effential to Chrift as
the eternal Son of Gop; and to conceive of him
as a Gop of omnipotence or almighty power, is
eflential to our right ideas of Chrift. A weak
sAVIOUR is no faviour at all; a weak REDEEMER
is an idea contrary to common fenfe; a weak
Gop is an idea quite abfurd in the human under-
ftanding, it cannot be conceived without a con-
tradiion of ideas in the human mind; a weak
Gob and Saviour is a notion big with the greateft
impoflibilities, and void of all fenfe and reafon;
it contraditts the whole tenor of divine revela-
tion, and 1s repugnant to all the difcoveries of
his names, titles, attributes, and ations.

The ftarry heavens; the planetary worlds;
the vaft fields through which the comets range;
the ten moons in our {yftem; the air and winds;

the



f 105 ]

the thunders and lightnings ; the rain, hail, and
fnow; the earth and feas; the vegetable and
animal worlds ; the bodies and fouls of all man-~
kind guite round the globe; the fupport and
motion of all creatures from moment to moment ;
with ten thoufand times ten thoufand motions in
the mafles of dead matter, give us continual
and clear evidence of the omnipotent power of

Chrift.

As I firmly believe moft ferious chriftians find
it very difficult to gain and keep clear and hively
ideas of the divine power or omnipotence of
Chrift, I will take fome pains to direét their con-
ceptions, and lead their underftandings into juft
and aftonithing views of this fublime and glorious
attribute of our redeemer, our beft and deareft
friend and Gop; the life of our graces, the
ftrength of our fouls, the joy and glory of our

whole lives.

Let us begin with the pLaneTs. Chrift formed
them all; they had no exiftence till he created
them by 2 volition of his almighty will : he up-
holds them all, or they would tumble into utter
ruin: he enlivens and atuates all creatures on
our planet the EaRTH, or they would immediately
die, and become a lifelefs mafs: he recovered all,
when all was forfeited and loft by ths horrible
treafon and sebellion of man,

O But
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But let us begin with the planet MercuRYy
whofe diftance from the {un 1s thirty-two millions
of miles; his diameter is above two thoufand
miles; that is, fuppofe you could thruft an
iron rod through the middle of his body, it muft
be two thoufand miles long to reach from one
fide to the other; whofe circumference is fix
thoufand miles; and yet this large body has been
in motion round the {un, for five thoufand feven
hundred years, at the rate of an hundred thoufand
miles an hour; that is to fay, and to make it as
plain as poffible to vulgar underftandings, the
motion ot change of place in this body has
conftantly been after the rate of nearly a thoufand
miles in half a minute ever fince the creation
of the world!

Now, what an infinitely active force muft there
be in the divine nature and will of Chrift, the
omniprelent Gop, to continue this motion, or to
caufe the inceflant change of place in this body
every moment, at the rate of near a thoufand
miles every half minute for almoft fix thoufand
years !

Stand ftill, O! my reader, and confider the
wondrous works of Gop the Redeemer, Job
xxxvil. 14, Remember that thou magnify his
work which men behold, Job xxxiv, 24. The
works of the Lord Jefus are grear, diligently

and
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and inquifitively fought out and enquired into
with admiration by all thofe who have pleafure
and delight therein, Pf, cxi. 2.

Recollect once more that the planet MErcury,
a mafs of folid dead matter, has been changing
it’s place every moment fince the creation, at
the rate of near a thoufand miles in half a
minute, and in every eighty-eight of our days,
flying through a fpace of one hundred and
ninety-two millions of miles; and this change of
place has been caufed inceffantly by the omni-
prefent will and underftanding of Chrift acting
upon the body, with an indefinent or unceafing
agency; and that all this is done by him without
the aid of any external or internal fubtle matter
whatfoever.

The planet Venus has a MaoNITUDE in diameter
about eight thoufand miles, her circumference
is twenty-four thoufand miles, her pistance from
the fun is fifty-nine millions of miles, her orBIT
is above three hundred and fifty millions of miles,
her verocrTy in that orbit is feventy thoufand
miles an hour, that is, above one thoufand one
hundred miles in a minute, that is, ahove five
hundred miles in half a.minute; and thus the has
continued flying for near fix thoufand years: and
Chtift, the eternal, omniprefent, immutable,

O 2 living,
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ltving, all-powerful, and ever-aétive Gop has
caufed this planet to move or change it’s place
five hundred miles every half minute, ever fince,
by a fingle volition in one moment, he gave it
exiftence! And this is the Gop that bought us
with his own blood; and this Gob is our Gobp
for ever and ever; and HE will be our guide over
death, Pf. xlvii. 14.

The planet of our EaRTH is, in MAGNITUDE, a
little more than eight thoufand miles diameter ; the
circumference or meafure round it’s body about
twenty-five thoufand miles; it's pisTance from
the {un eighty-one millions of miles; it’s oreIT
is above four hundred and eighty millions of
miles; it’s veLociry* in this orbit is about a
thoufand miles a minute, or five hundred miles
in half a minute ; and thus our earth has con-

tinued

# *Tis agreed by the greateft aftronomers that have ever lived,
that a cannon-ball, going with the fame velocity as at it’s firdt
difcharge, would be twenty-five years in going to the fun; now
the diftance is eighty-onc millions of miles ; this is but half the
diameter of our earth’s annual orbit round the fun; the whole
diameter is one hundred and fixty-two millions of miles; now
every fenfible fchocl-boy, who has but a tafte of meafuration,
knows that three times the diameter of a circle is once the cir-
cumference ; and our earth performs that journey in one year,
which would coft a cannon-ball one hundred and fifty years to
perform; that is, cur earth flies one hundred and fifty times
fwifter than a canncn-ball, and has done fo every moment for
five thoufand feven hundred and eighty-one years ; and all this
is done and now doing by thie omniprefent and omnipotent Son of
Gop, ow {aviour and our friend,
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tinued flying in boundlefs fpace, for five thoufand
{even hundred and eighty-one years, ever fince
Gop the Redeemer, in a moment, in the begin-
ning of time, created the heavens and the earth,
Gen. 1. a. O! chriftian, Jefus thy Gop and
mine, gave exiftence to this earth on which thou
waft born, and in which thou haft lived till this
moment, and on which thou fhalt live till he takes
thee to heaven! and this earth he caufes to
change place in it’s path round the f{un, at the
rate of five hundred miles in half a minute; and
at the fame time he turns it round on 1t’s own
axis to give thee day and night every twenty-
four hours, at the rate of a thoufand miles every
hour at the equator; and the houfe where thou
liveft; the bed on which thou fleepeft; the
table where thou eateft; and the defk at which
I write thefe lines; with my body and thine, move
at the rate of {ix hundred miles an hour, by the
inceflant mighty power of Chrift, our erernal,
omniprefent, and ever-living friend and Gob!
O! rejoice in him every moment; love him my
brother, love him my foul; and triumph in his
attributes and alions; his relations and affections;
and glory in this thought, that thy worft enemies
are in thy beft friend’s hands.

The planet Mars, in magnitude, is above
four thoufand miles: it's circumference 1s near
fourteen
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fourteen thoufand miles: it’s pisTance from the
{un is one hundred and twenty-three millions of
miles : the diameter of it’s orB1T 1s two hundred
and forty-fix millions of miles, and the circum-
rErenceE of his orbit 1s above feven hundred
thoufand millions of miles: the verocrty of his
motion, or the rate at which he changes his place,
1s forty-five thoufand miles an hour; that is to
fay, it changes place at the rate of near four
hundred miles in half a minute. And all this 13
done, and has been doing, ever fince the creation
of this planet by Chrift the mighty Gop, the
everlafting father of his people, and our bleflfed
friend and prince of peace.

The planet JurITER 15, in MAGNITUDE, the
moft amazing of any body in our fyftem, except
the fun: his DrIAMETER 1s eighty-one thoufand
moiles: the circumference, or meafure round his
body, is above three times eighty-one thoufand,
or near two hundred and fifty thoufand miles:
his pistance from the fun is four hundred and
twenty-four millions of miles: the praMETER of
his vaft orbir is eight hundred and forty-eight
millions of miles, and the aftonifhing circum-
FERENCE of his orbit is three times the diameter,
or above two thoufand millions of miles: and
when we go above nine or ten places of figures,
we lofe all ideas of numbers, and Sir Ifaac New-

ton
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ton with a plough-boy come upon 2 level; that
1s to fay, he hath as clear a» idea of the real
number, or rather they have no ideas at all, for
we have not faculties to comprehend fuch num-
bers. The veLocity, or change of place in
Jupiter, is at the rate of twenty-four thoufand
miles an hour, or about one hundred and ffty
miles every half minute; whilft ke turns on his
own axis in about ten hours, at the rate of twenty
five thoufand miles, at his equator, every hour:
his pEr1OD in his orbit is twelve years, and in
that time he flies through a fpace of two thoufand
millions of miles. And all this is done by the
immediate prefence and altive power of that
Jesus who is our Jemovam, Lorp, and Gob;
who has redeemed us to his father’s love with his
own blood, Afts xx. 28.

The planet SaTurN—in magnitude, his diame-
ter 1s fixty-feven thoufand miles: the cireum-
ference of his body is above two hundred thou-
fand miles: his pistance from the fun is feven
hundred and {eventy-feven mrillions of miles: the
piaMETER of his orbit is above fifteen hundred
millions of miles: and the whole circuMrERENCE
of his orbit is three times that fum; that is to
fay, forty-five hundred, or above four thoufand
millions of miles: his pEr1oD is near thirty of
our years: and his VELOCITY every moment in

his
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his orbit is at the rate of eighteen thoufand miles
an hour; that is, one hundred and fifty miles
every half minute ever fince the creation, which
is entirely owing to the omiprefent and all-active
energy ot the eternal Son of Gop! Befides all
this, he has five moons, each as big as our moon;
and a moft aftonifhing ring twenty-one thoufand
miles broad, and twenty-one thoufand miles
diftant from his body: this is an unparalleled
-appearance in our {yftem and demands our utmoft
attention and admiration. But who can utter the
mighty attributes and actions of the Lord Jefus;
who can fhew forth all his praife? Pf. cvi. 2. The
time would fail me to fpeak of our own moon,
whole magnitude or praMeTER is above two
thoufand miles; her pistance from our earth
two hundred and forty thoufand miles; the
diameter of her orbit four hundred and eighty
thoufand miles ; her velocity or change of place
in that orbit, above two thoufand miles an hour;
that is, above fixteen miles every half minute ;
and all this by the immediate prefence and hand

of Chrift!

The time would fail me to tell of JurrTer’s
four moons, fome of them judged to be as large
in magnitude as our earth ; the innermoft moon
one hundred and thirty thoufand miles diftant
from his body, and moves with the fwiftnels of

above



[ 13 ]

above thirty thoufand miles an hour; the sEconp
moon three hundred thoufand miles di{’cant, and
moves at the rate of twenty-five thoufand miles
an hour; the TrIrD is five hundred and eighty
thoufand miles diftant from his body, and moves
or changes place, every moment, at the rate of
twenty thoufand miles an hour; the rourTH, or
outermoft moon, i1s ten hundred thoufand miles
diftant from his body, and moves or changes
places, by the living prefence and power of
Chrift, every moment, at the rate of fifteen
thoufand miles an hour.

The time would fail me to fpeak of the Co-
METs, the neareft of which moves, in the fpace
of one hour, about thirteen thoufand miles ; the
SECOND comet moves {wifter than Mercury, and
at the rate of one hundred and twenty-five thou-
fand miles an hour! the THIRD comet moves at
the rate of nine thoufand miles an hour; the
FOURTH comet moves, or changes plice, at the
rate of fix thoufand miles an hour! and all by
the ever-aftive prefence and infinite power of
that Jefus, who was born in a dark ftable, and
laid in a cold manger for us: whofe blood was
fold for thirty pieces of filver, or three pounds
fifteen fhillings, the price of a flave; that he
might redeem us to Gop by that blood, and
place us in the heaven of heavens as long as the
immortality of Gobp endures!

P How



