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The DEMONSTRATION,
that all divine perrECTIONS are, in the fulleft
fenfe, afcribed to CuRriIST in SCRIPTURE.

- Eternivy, in the higheft fenfe of the word,
belongs only to Gop. Eternity is the unchange-
able permanency of his exiftence, nature, and
attributes, as compleat in himfelf, and inde-
pendent of all perfons and things. He is without
beginning and without fucceffion or end in his
duration; which is the moft perfet manner
of exiftence.

The idea of eternal duration neceffarily forces
itfelf upon the human mind, we cannot poflibly
avoid it, whilft we ufe our underftanding. Some-
thing muft have exifted from eternity, for if there
ever had been nothing, there never could have
been any thing.

~And all thofe men who difbelieve and reject

the mysTERIES of religion, muft believe things
much more incredible and abfolutely incom-
PREHENSIBLE,

He that will not believe the being of an eternal
Gop, muft believe matter to be eternal : for it is
certain, fomething muft be eternal, becaufe no-
thing could produce nothing; and unlefs there
always had been fomething; there never could
have been any thing. But this eternal matter

mufk
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muft either have been once without motion, or
always with it: if it were once without motion,
then matter muft move it felf, that is, motion
muft be produced without any thing to produce
it. If it were always in motion, then there muft
have been an eternal fucceffion, fince motion can-
not be all at once; for the very nature of motion
fuppofes progreflion, and no body can move in
this fpace and the next, at the fame inftant : for
then it muft be in two places at once. But all
fucceffion of duration is gradual, and the degrees
of it are capable of being numbered; and to
fuppofe an eternal fucceflion, is to {uppofe an in-
finite number; that is, a number, to which no-
thing can-be added, and from which nothing can
be fubtradted ; or a number which is no number.
Motien therefore could not be eternal, and con-
fequently the world could not exift from eternity.

But fince there muft be fomething eternal, there
muft be fomething, the duration whereof is in-
divifible, or which has all it’s exiftence together,
fo as to have exifted now no longer than it had
done before the beginning of the world. For
this is the notion of eternity, that it has neither
beginning ner end: and therefore, things eternal
never had a lefs or fhorter duration, than they
now have; and can never have a longer, after
millions of ages, than they had the firft year, or

day,
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day, from whence we may be fuppofed to begin
the computation of thofe ages. For a longer or
thorter duration muft fuppofe a beginning, from
whence the computation is made; and therefore
that which is eternal, and had ne beginning, can
have neither a longer nor a fhorter duration, but
always the fame: and by confequence, time can
hear no proportion to eternity, becaufe that which
had a beginning can bear no proportion to that
which had none. Yet eternity muft co-exift
with time, 1n all the differences and f{ucceffions
of it, and muft be prefent with every part of it;
that is, the eternal being exifts the {pace, {uppofe,
of a thoufand years, and a temporal or created
being exifts at the fame time as long, and the
temporal being becomes a thoufand years older
than it was, but the eternal no older than it was
before; becaufe, though it co-exift with time,
yet it has no refpect to the divifion of it into paft,
prefent, and furure. There is no myftery in re-
Ligion more difficult and perplexing than this;
and yet this is no more than every one (though
he be a deift, or an atheift) muft acknowledge to
believe, if he will but confider i,

Y. Curist hath the sTErNITY of Gop. The
name Jehovah, which he bears above three hun-
dred times in fcripture, evinces that he is poffeffed
of the attribute of eternity, or iswithout beginning

or
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or end. Proverbs viii. evinces his eternity, I
was fet up from everlafting, ver. 23. then was I by
him, as one brought up with him, I was daily his
delight, ver. 30. In Ifaiah ix. 6. heis ftiled the
everlafting father, or, as the Hebrew, a1 ap, the
father of eternity. InMicahv. 2. we are affured
his goings forth have been from of old, from the
pays of ETERNITY; MIME oLaM. In the begin-
ning was the word, and the word was with Gop,
and the word was Gop, Johni. 1. Before Abra-
ham was, I am, John viii. 58. See bifhop Sher-
lock, as quoted by the Rev, Mr. Caleb Evans, in
his clear and excellent Difcourfe on the Divinity
of Chrift, 12mo. 1765. Now, O father, glorify
me with the glory which 1 had with thee before
the world was, xvii. 5. To the fon, he faid, thy
throne, O Gob, 1s for ever and .ever, Heb. i. 8.
Having neither beginning of days nor end of life,
like unto the fon of Gop, viii. 3. 1 am alpha
and omega, the firft and the laff, the beginning
and the ending, Rev. i. 8. Chrift often takes to
himfelf the title of the firft and the laft, Ifaiah
xli. 4. xliv. 6. xlviii 12, Rev. 1. 8, 10, 17,
i, 8. xxi. 6. xxil. 12, 13,

Chrift is BerorE all things, and by him ali
things confift, or ftand together, in a noble, re-
gular, harmonious fyftem, Colof. i. 17. Read
Dr. Manton, on Chrift’s erernal exiftence; the

great
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great Dr. Waterland, on the eternity of Chrift,
fermon vii. p. 237, 1719; the judicious Hurrion,
o the eternity of Chrift, fermon ii. on Chrift
crucified ; the very learned Dr. Ab. Taylor, on
the eternity of the Son of Gop, in the do&trine of
the Trinity, 8vo. p. 311. Dr. Gill, on the eternity
of Chrift, Body of Div. vol. I. p. 273. The
modus of eternity, when applied to the Son of
Gonb, or to the Father, or holy fpirit, is not the
obje&t of the human underftanding ; yeal believe
it is not the obje& of angelic underftanding.
The word, in the Hebrew, which we render
eternal, or eternity, comes from a root which
fignifies to hide or conceal. A\ We know not what
it is. See the judicious BrINE’s admirable note
on eternity, in his mafterly vindication of the
juftice of Gob in punifhing fin to eternity, p. 17.
1754, It is no wonder that words are wanting
to exprefs properly ETeRRITY, which even our
thoughts cannot poflibly conceive; for of all
obje@s of the human mind, an ETERNITY paft
moft furmounts our capacity; it not only puzzles
our reafon, but confounds our underftanding; it
makes our imagination ftagger, and ftartles our
very aftonifhment: but this is certain, that the
eTERNITY Of the Son of Gob ftands on the fame
foot in fcripture as that of the divine Father, and
is expreffed in as ftrong words.” Dr. Ab. Taylor,
p- 312.~And now my dear reader, ftand ftill and

admire ;
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admire; ftand @ill and adore, till all thy powers
are loft in wonder, and all thy paffions drowned
in love. Speak nably of Chrift’s eternity, like
the words of Dr. Young.

Whate'’er the bold, the brave adventure coft,

In Chrift’s eTerNITY, [ dare be loft. -
Book II. line g,

I will compare the srerN1TY Of Chrift and the
vanity of the world together, that I may defpife
- the world when fet in contraft with the Lord Jefus
and his boundlefs bleflings of eternal redemp-
tion: I would fee the world to be a painted
bubble, a mere nothing, when compared with
the eternal coop I have in Chrift.

The worLp! the woriLp? ’tis all title-page,
there’s no contents. The worwp! it all depends
on a foolith fancy! The worLD! it is all deceit
and lyes! The worLp! it is all vexation, in
getting, in keeping, in lofing it: and whether
we get or lofe, we are ftill diffatisfied. The
worLD! a very little crofs will embitter and de-
ftroy all it’s comyorts. The woreLp ! ’tis only a
tedious repetition of the fame things. The
woRrLD ! the longer we enjoy it, the more infipid
and nauleous it grows! The worrp! will yield
us no {upport or confolation, when we moft want
1t; 1. e, in the horrors of a guilty mind, and in

K the
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the approaching terrors of death. The worLp?
1s unfuited to the godlike powers, infinite paf-
fions, and immortal capacities of a sovL. The
worLD! is fickle, variable and unftable as the
winds: ’tis always fickle, always changeable,
always unftable : there is no fteadfaftnefs in it’s
honours, riches, pleafures: ’tis all a lie! all a

lie for ever! The worrD ! it never fatisfies: we
ever wifh for change: whether we are high or
low, rich or poor; we are always withing for
fome new variety to cheat the rmagination; the
witchcraft of polluted pleafure decays in a mo-
ment, and dies! The worrn! it’s plealures are
exceedingly limited and under moft painful re-
ftraints, attended with bitter remorfe, and fol-
lowed with a horrible dread of bad confequences 5
the pleafures of impurity are mixed up with
curfed difgufts and felf-loathings, and have moft
dreadful damps and twinges of mind when the
momentary witchcraft of pleafure is gone for
ever !

But in Crrist you find pure and fubftantial
coop: he is all truth, fincerity, and faithfulnefs :
he never deceives us: he never proves vanity and
a lie to feduce us into ruin: his prefence will

fuppert under the moft dreadful preflures and
overwhelming forrows.

The eternity of Chrift belongs to all his at-
tributes,
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tributes, affeCtions, altions, promifes, threaten-
ings, and bleflings : his omniprefence is eternal ;
his life and omnipotence are eternal ; his know-
ledge and dominion are eternal. There is no one
attribute of Chrift which appears more venerable
than that of abfolute, independent eternity: ’tis
the life of all the attributes, purpofes, promifes,
and a&ions of Chrift: ’tis the life and glory of
all the grand works of Chrift in creation, pro-
vidence, and redemption: it is the eternity of
his attributes which enlivens and fupports them
all. The falvation of fouls would wither and die
without the eternity of Chrift to fpread life and
glory through them all for ever.

It is eternjty that enlivens and fupports the
dignity, prerogatives, and affe¢tions of Chrift,
His wifdom and prudence are eternal ; his good-
nefs and mercy are eternal ; his holinefs and
Juftice are eternal; his truth, fincerity, veracity,
and faithfulnefs, are all eternal. Eternity be-
longs to his felf-fufficiency for his own happinefs:
and he is eternally all-fufficient for the happinefs
of ten thoufand times ten thoufand worlds: an
eternity of perfection belongs to all his attributes:
and his glory, or the bright affemblage of them
all, is of eternal duration. His decrees and pur-
pofes are eternal: his difcoveries in divine reve-
lation are eternal : every promife he has made is

K 2 is
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of eternal duration ; it will endure for ever in the
precious and immortal fouls of all the millions
of his people. His fatisfaction for fin is eternal :
his redemption is an eternal redemption, in all
it’s glorious confequences: his righteoufnefs is
divine, 1infinite, and eternal ¢ it is ftiled an ever-
lalting righteoufnefs, or Tzepek oramim, the
righteoufnefs of ages or eternities. His bleffings
of grace and glory are all ftamped with eternity.
Eternity 1s the duration of all the good he be-
ftows on the fouls of his people, in all ages, to
the end of the world; and throughout a vaft
blifsful, boundlefs eternity, he will be their
Gop, their glory, and their all in all.

RECOLLECTION and devotional EXERCISE
to CHRIST.

Is Chrift eternal in his exiftence, attributes,
actions, and bleflings ? then let us love him with
an eternal affeGtion! let our efteem of his worth
and excellence be eternal; let our defires after his
vital prefence be infinite; let our good will to
his kingdom; intereft, and glory, be eternal;
Jet our delight in his perfon and perfections be
cternal ; let us fet no bounds to our admiration
of his beauty; let our gratitude rife as high
as heaven, fpread wider than unbounded fpace,
and be lafting as the eternity of Gop; let us
burft out irfto frequent morning hymns, in praife
of his eternal attributes. First
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FirsT causk of cavfes! fire fupreme of birth,

Sole light of heaven! acknowledg’d life of
earth 3

Whofe word from nothing call’d this beauteous
whole,

This wide expanded aLL, from pole to pole!

Who fhall prefcribe the boundary to THEE?

Or fix the ®ra of ETERNITY!

See a noble, beautiful, inftructive poem,
ftded Derry.

Let us cherifh a generous ambition to poffefs
virtues and graces from Chrift which fhall laft to
cternity: then ambition will be in a right direc-
tion, and will nobly ferment all our powers, and
urge us on to glorious aétions, for the honour of
the Lord Jefus. The paffion for eternal fame is
a ftriking demonftration of the foul’s immortality.

Ambition’s boundlefs appetite outfpeaks
The verdiét of it’s thame. When fouls take fire
At high prefumptions of their own defert,
One age 1s poor applaufe: the mighty fhout
The thunder by the living few, begun
Late time muft echo—worlds unborn refound.
We wifh our NAMES ETERNALLY to live.
Wild dream! which ne’er had haunted human

thought,
Fad not our natures been ETERNAL too.
Inftin&t
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Inftint points out an intereft in hereafter;
But our blind reafon {ees not where it lies,
Or feeing. gives the fybftance for the fhade.
¥aMk is the Snape of IMmorRTALITY.

Dr. Young, Night vii. Line 353.

Let our ambition be a mixture of admiration
at the grandeur and beauty of Chrift, with an
ardent, inextinguithable defire after his perfe&
approbation of our fouls and fervices, and then
it can never be wrong in it’s direCtion, or fly too
high in i1t’s afm.  Lord Jefus, I with, from the
depths of my frame, that this noble and beautiful
ambition was more abundantly prevalent through
all thy churches, and the preachers of thy gofpel
m the prefent age, and till time thall be no more!
Read Dr. John Guyfe, on the eternity of Chrift,
in his moft judicious fermons on Jefus Chrift
God-man, 1719, page 7. Read the excellent
Mr. Thomas Doolittle’s fermon on eternity, and
of eying eternity in all we do; with Mr.
Orton’s three fermons on eternity ; and Dr. Young
on the eternity of the human foul, Night vi. vii,
to thefe add the incomparable book of the great
philofopher Andrew Baxter, on the immortality
of the foul, publifhed by Dr. Duncan, 8vo. 1779,

11. CurisT hath the omMnIPrRESENCE of Gob.

‘The omniprefence of Chrift confifts in his be-
ing at once, and at all times, in all parts of the
univerfe ;
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univerfe ; and intimately near to all his creatures
in heaven, earth, and hell. As he is unbouaded
by time, he muft be eternal; as he is unbounded
in power, he muft be omnipetent; fo he is un-
bounded by fpace, and therefore he muft, by
neceffity of nature, be omniprefent,

¢ Time in general is to duration, as place to
expanfion: they are fo much of thofe boundiefs
oceans of eternity and immenfity, as are fet out
and diftinguifhed from the teft, to denote the
pofition of finite real beings, in thoic uniform
infinite oceans of duration and fpace.” Thele
are the fine and noble thoughts of Mr. Locke,
in his Efay on the Human Underftanding,
Book 1i. chap. xv. § v, 4th edit. fol. 1700,

The eternal and infinite Son of Gonb, in his
original nature and attributes, is under no limiss
from fucceflive duration or created fpace. Whicher
can we flee from his prefence? if we afcend to
heaven, he is there; if we make our bed in hell,
he is there; if we flee as fwift as fun-beams to
any part of fpace, his right hand will hold ws;
Pf. cxxxix. 7.  Can any hide himfelf in fecret
places, that Chrift fhall not fee him? Does
not he fill heaven and earth? Jer. xxiii. 23, 24.
Wherever two or three are gathered together in
his name, all round the globe, there he is in the
midft of them, Matt. xviii. 20. Lo! I am with

you
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you always, even to the end of the world, xxviii.
20. I will come to you—becaufe I live, ye fhall
live alfo—he that loveth me fhall be loved of my
father, and I will love him, and will manifeft
mylelf to him—we will come to him, and make
our abode with him, John xiv. 18--23. Who
but an infinite, ever prefent, ever active Gonp,
would or could dare to make fuch promifes as
thefe !

Dr. Doddridge fpeaks nobly of the omni-
prefence of Chrift, in his celebrated preface-to the
firft volume of his Family Expofitor; I thould
think any impartial reader muft immediately fee,
and every judicious critic be daily more con-
firmed in it, that the New TesTaMENT teaches
us to conceive of Chrift, not as a generous bene-
faltor only, who, having performed fome acions
of heroic virtue and benevolence, is now retired
from all intercourfe with our world; {o that we
have no more to do with him than to preferve a
grateful remembrance of his charaéter and fa-
vours; but that he is to be confidered as an ever-
living and ever-prefent FRIEND, with whom we
are to maintain a daily commerce by faith and
prayer, and from whom we are to derive thofe
fupplies of divine grace, whereby we may be
ftrengthened for the duties of life, and ripened
for a ftate of perfett holinefs and felicity., This

is
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is evident, not enly from particular paffages of
Scripture, in which he is defcribed as always with
his church, Matr. xxviii. 20. as prefent, wherever
two or threeare affembled in his name, Matt, xviit,
20. as upholding all things by the word of his
power, Heb. i. 3. and as head over ail to his
church, Eph. i. 22. but indeed from the whole
{fcope and tenor of the new teftament. Thefe
views are, therefore, continually to be kept up;
and for any to pretend that this is a roand-about
methed, (as fome have prefumed to call it,) and
that men may be led to virTuE, the great end of
all, by a much plainer and more direi? way, feems
to me only a vain and arrogant attempt to be
wifer than Gop himfelf, which therefore muft in
the end appear to be folly, with whatever fubtlety
of argument it may be defended, or with what-
ever pomp of rhetoric it be adorned.”

Let us then with the higheft admiration and
devotion celebrate his omniprefence in the follow-
ing beautiful lines of Mr. Bovse :—

Through the unmeafured tracts of fpace

Go, muse divine! his prefent GODHEAD trace;

See where by place, uncircumfcrib’d as time,

He reigns extended, and he fhines fublime:

Should ft thou above the heav’n of heav’ns
afcend,

Could’ft thou below the depth of depths

defcend ;
L Could
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Could thy fond flight beyond the ftarry {phere

The radiant moraing’s lucid pinions bear,
There thould his brighter prefeace Thine
confefs’d,
There his almighty arm thy courle arreft!
Could’ft thou the thickeft veil of night affume,
Or think to hide thee in the central gloom ;
Yet there, all patent to his piercing fight,
Darknefs itfelf would kindle into light :
Not the black manfions of the filent grave,
Nor darker hell from his perception fave;
What pow’r, alas! thy footfteps can convey
Beyond the reach of omniprefent day?
Drity, p. 14.

Is Chrift-our omniprefent friend? does he exift
as the ever-living, ever prefent, and ever-adtive
friend of all true chriftians in heaven and earth?
has Chrift a prefence of wifdom, which no art
can deceive! a prefence of power which no arm
can refift! a prefence of goodnefs, which no angels
or faints can exhauft! a prefence of holinefs, which
no finners can ftain! a prefence of juftice, which
no rebels can efcape! a prefence of grace in his
churches on earth! a prefence of glory in heaven!
and a prefence of wrath and vengeance in heil?
and is this omniprefent Gobp our friend! our ever-
living and ever-loving friend! did this beft and

deareft friend from all eternity ardently defire a
union
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union of heart with us! did he pledge his hand,
his heart, his blood and oath for us, to the divine
father! did he affume a human form, a body and

foul for us! did he fuffer the moft dreadful
punifhment in our ftead! has he paid all our

debts clear off! hath he purchafed our whole
perfoas, and entered heaven forus! does he keep
pofleflion of glory for us! doth he plead and in-
terceed for us every hour and every moment!
doth ke, as a generous friend, make kind and
frequent vifits to his people, and familiarly and
pleafingly converfe with millions of immortal
fouls, to improve them in knowledze, wifdom,
dignity, and integrity of heart! does he grant us
fuitable and large fupplies of grace inevery hour
and time of need! Yes, he does, and he ever
will; he never faills to fuccour in a time of
neceflity and extreme danger; he difclofes the
fecrets* of his generous heart to his deareft
friends; he faithfully tells them the errors of
their minds, the faults of their life, and the
blemifhes of their character, which is an high
and noble part of friendthip; he fympathizes
deeply with us in all kinds of affli¢tions] and
forrows; he gives us fweet advice and counfel to
direct our path, improve our minds, fweeten our
tempers, and increafe our daily happinefs. O! he
is altogether lovely! this is our beloved and this

L 2 is

% Plalms xxv. 14, 1 Ifmah lxii. g,
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15 our friend, and his friendthip s immortal as
our exiftence.

SacrRED FRIENDSHIP is the intenfe union of two
fouls by the means of pure tafte and vital holinefs:
tis the delightful union of two or more fpirits by
a divine nature, which 1s the common cement of
thelr mutual affetion. And this divine re-
femblance to Gop 1s given by the Hory SpiriT,
to produce the fame likenefs to Chrift in each
~ chriftian foul, that they may mutually delight in
him, and in each other’s temper and converfation,

DiviNe FRIENDSHIP 1$ not {fo much any one
particular paffion, as a compofition of fome of
the fineft feelings and the nobleft paflions of the
mind.

The lovely qualities which compofe true, di-
vine friendthip; or the rich infufion of noble
ineREDIENTS which are effential to conftitute
real and divine friendthip with Chrift, are thefe
that follow:—good fenfe and {piritual under-
flanding~a fine tafte, or delicate fenfe of the
beauty of heavenly objeéts—an ardent love of
holinefs, with a defire to be pure as Gob 1s pure—
an univerfal benignity of foul, and an entire
{weetnefs of difpofition, and candour of heart,
towards the Lord Jefus Chrift—and to make
friendfhip compleat, and carry the idea of it to

the



[ 8 1

the utmoft pitch of beauty and perfe&ion, there
muft be an union of fouls, a deep fympathy of
fentiments, or thoughts feelingly alive to each
other; and the very tenderefl affections toward each
other, or an intenfe union of the deepeft, nobleft,
and moft beautiful feelings in each other’s fouls

and paflions. This is the glorious union of a
chafte chriftian with Gop.

The ufes and pleafures of fuch a friendfhip with
Gop the Son, the omniprefent redeemer of his
people, are without number, withoutlimits, and
without end.  When this union is grafted on pure
efteem, ftrengthened by frequent adtions into a
vigorous habit, and mellowed by time and mutual
kind words and converfe, it yields unbounded
pleafures, evernew and ever growing; it is aNOBLE
supporT under all troubles; a fweet relief of the
foul amidft all the trials, pains, loffes, croffes,
and diftrefling changes of life; itis a high feafon-
ing to all our other enjoyments; it gives a relifh
to ftudies and learning; it adds charms to fcience
and literature; it infpires a dignity into our exift-
ence, powers, and talents, and adds a weight to
all our accomplifhments; itincreafes a tender and
generous temper, and is vaftly improving to our
converfation; it teaches us to mingle dignity and
love in all our commerce with our fellow-chriftians,
and mankind at large; it exalts our admiration

and
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and love of virtue; it advances and amplifies our
perfonal happinefs,* This union of foul with
Chrift runs out into a friendfhip for all good
chriftian preachers, and gracious people of every
denomination on earth; it runs out into afriend-
fhip for the whole world of mankind; it teaches
us to love all nations, and to pray for their eternal
falvation; it teaches our friendfhip to rife daily
as high as heaven, and darts it’s amiable radiance
through all the happy mullions of fouls in the
beautiful and eternal kingdom of Gob.

The tender offices of {riendfhip between Chrift
and his people, are MuTUAL ESTEEM of each other,
unbribed by intereft or carnal motives; generous
conFipencE, diftant from fufpicion and referve;
inviolable HarmMony of difpofitions, defigns and
interefts in life, with a preference of Chrift’s in-
tereft above all others in the world; unfhaken
FIDELITY, never moved by the changes of provi-
dence and ftation; unalterable consTancy, not

altered by diftance of time or place; a rResiGnA-
TioN of hearts to each other, and giving our

perfonal intereft to each other, that is, Chrift
makes our intereft his own, and we make his
intereft our’s to all intents and purpofes, as he is
our beft friend, and the Gop and life of our fouls—
a reciprocal excuaNGE of the tendereft affeétions,
and the moft kind a&ions ac all times, without
envy, difguft, felfithnefs, or malevolence.
This
* See Theophilie, or a Difcourfe of the faints Amitie with Gop
in Chriit, by Theophilus Gale, 1671.
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This generous friendthip derives all it’s ex-
iftence from the lovely qualities of the heart of
Chrift, infuling the like qualities into the hearc
of a chriftian; which produces the moift ardent
chaftity of the paffions, the {weeteft difpofitions
of the mind, and the fofteft manners in the Life
and conver{ation.

The principal end and obje&t of this nobleft
friendfhip is eternal HaPPINESs : and as iU’s prin-
cipal exercifes are the very energies of vital
virtue and holinefs, in all their lovely effeCts and
emanations, fet off on Chrift’s part and on our’s
with all the allurement of an amiable counte-
nance, a chearful air, and refpeftful manner;
fhining forth on our fide in the native graces of
manly, honeft fentiments and affeCtions, and
rendered amiable to Chrift, our moft friendly
obferver, in a conduét unaffetedly great and
cgood. This is that friendfhip which is celebrated
in the fofteft, {weeteft, divine paftoral ever feen
in the world.

And now, O! eternal Son of Gop, I turnmy
foul entirely to thee, thou dear immortal friend
of loft mankind! hov marvellous, how delight-
ful is thy friendfhip! Thou didft ardentiy covet
a union with our fouls before the world began1
thou didft pledge thy bond and oath to fave cur
precious and immortal {pirits! thou, the eternal

Gop,
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Gobp, didft become an infant of days for us!
thou haft fuffered the moft dreadful curfe to pro-
cure for us eternal bleflings! We adore thee for
thine aftonithing humiliation to the very duft,
that thou mighteft raife the finful race of man to
heaven, above the angels of Gop! thou didit de-
bafe thyfelf and conceal thy glory, that miferable
finners might regain the loft fmiles of Gob, and
the loft profpeéts of the divine perfeftions, and
recover the loft beauty of Gop! thou didft {uf-
tain his dreadful frowns, and bear infinite wrath!
and didft thyfelf refolve to feel and bear a pain-
ful, ignominious, and curfed death, to purchafe
for man eternal life! thou didft become a man of
woe, that we might enjoy eternal comfort! thou
waft loaded with care and curfes, that we might
enjoy eternal eafe and confolation! thou waft
made familiar with grief, that we might be made
familiar with glory! thou waft infulted, that we
might be honoured! thou waft expofed to {corn,
that we might be placed in the higheft honour!
thou walt {pit upon by rude foldiers, that we
might be irradiated with the light of Gop’s
countenance ! thou waft {courged, that we might
be healed! thou waft crowned with thorns, that
we might be crowned with glory! thou waft
wounded, that our wounds might be eternally
healed! thou waft mocked, that we might be ap-
proved and applauded by Gop! thou waft re-.

fuled
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fufed by men, that we might be approved by thy
father ! thou waft furrounded by cruel foldiers,
that we might be attended by angels! thou
waft undervalued below the villain Barrabbas,
that , we might be efteemed above the whole
creation of Gobp! thou waft covered with
difgrace, that we might enjoy eternal honour!
thou waft funk in wretchednefs, that we might
triuniph in blifs! thou waft plunged into the
damning curfe, and the keeneft wrath, that we
might be immerfed in bleflings, and plunged into
oceans of the fweeteft pleafures! thou watt barred
up in a grave, that we might afcend the throne
of Gop to eternity ! |

Death and the grave felt and confefled thy
divine power and zeal! Thou didft go down
into the deepeft dungeon of death, and grapple
with the King of Terrors in his own dominions.
Thou didft exert the immortal ftrength of a
Gobo, and forced him to refign his three days,
prifoner!—

This moft glorious altion! this moft renowned
event, crowned all the miracles of thy holy and
tranfcendent life; and thou didft fully demonftrate
all the divine infpiration of thy gofpel and didft
compel the underftanding to yield to the force of
rruTH and the reafon of faith! Thy refurretion

from the dead gave clear evidence of the do&trine
M of
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of the refurre&inn, and full proof of a glorious
and triumphant immortality in the heavens!

IIT. Curist hath the rMMuTaBILITY of Gob.

The immutability of Chrift confifts in a free-
dom from all kind of change or inconftancy in
his nature, perfeétions, purpofes, promifes, hap-
pinefs and glory; and in his divine nature he is
equally immutable as to place, like Gop the
Father, that is, he is eternally and immutably
OMNIPRESENT. A changeable redeemer is anidea
as horrid as the idea of a changeable Gop. A
mutable {aviour is no faviour at all; we could not
truft him for one moment in the whole courfe of
our life. A changeable mediator is an abfurd
idea in the human underftanding; it i1s utterly
repugnant to all clear and right apprehenfions of
an incarnate Gop. a Gop manifeflt in the flefh.
The proofs of the divine eternity of the Lord
Jefus give equal evidence of his divine immuta-
bility. Jefus Chrift the fame yefterday, to-day,
and for ever, Heb. xiit. 8. the samke yefterday,
i. e. before time began; the samk to day, 1. e.
whilft time endures; the samk for ever, 1. e, when
time fhall be no more. His name Jehovah de-
monftrates that he is the fame in his perfon as
well as the fame in his moft glorious divine re-
velation and religion. The holy pfalmift fpeaks

glorioufly of the immutability of Chrift. The
earth
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earth and heavens fhall perith, but thou fhalt
endure; yea all of them thall wax old like a
garment; as a vefture fhalt thou change them,
and they fthall be changed; but THOU ART the
saME; and thy years fhall have no end, Pf. cii.
25--27, Heb, 1. 10--r2. Chrift, as Gop, exifts
by an abfolute neceflity, and that is always and
ever the fame. The changes in the motions of
the planetary worlds, and the vaft cometary
fields ; the changes in the atmofphere, and the
winds; in the earth and the feas, in the feafons of
the year; the {pring, the fummer, the autumn,
and the winter ; the darknefs and the light; the
cold and the heat; the fair or foul weather; the
changes in the operations and condult of provi-
dence make no alteration in the perfon and per-
feCtions, the purpofes and promifes, the love,
bleflednefs, and glory of Chrift.

As the ETERNAL and OMNISCIENT mind,

By laws not limited, nor bounds confin’d,

Is always independent, always free,

Hence fhines confefs’d iMmMUTABILITY !
Change, whether the {fpontaneous child of will,
Or birth of force—is imperfection ftill.

But uE, all perfet in himfelf, contains

Pow'r {elf-deriv’d, for from himfelf he reigns!
If altered by conftraint, we could fuppole

That Gop his fix’d ftability thould lofe ;
M 2 How



