CONTEMPLATIONS

ON THE

DIVINITY or CHRIST;

Evinced from his Names, Gop and Sovereign Lorbp,
g >
given to him in SCRIPTURE,

HE preceding pages have demonftrated
beyond all juft and reafonable oppofition,
that Chrift is truly and properly Jemovan, the
felf-exifting Gob, abfolutely of the fame nature
with the father, and equal to him in all divine
perfettions. We fhall now proceed to another
fource of evidence, by tracing out the principal
paflages where he i1s ftiled Gop and Sovereign
Lorp in the facred {criptures; and we fhall go
on the fame ground as before, by applying many
of the fame places from whence we draw the
name Jehovah, and then proceed to the New
‘Teftament,
GENESTIS
I. Jenovamu appeared to Abram, and faid unto
him, I am the almighty Gob, verfe 1. Gob talked
with him, verfe 3. 1 will be their Gop, verfe 8.
Gop faid to Abraham, vetfe g. Abraham faid
unto Gob, verfe 18. AsGop had faid unto him,
verfe 23. Chap. xvii. 1--23.

F 2 2. Jehovah
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3, Jehovah ftood above the ladder, and faid,
I am the Gop of Abraham and Iaac, xxviii. 3-
To this Gop Jacob had recourfe in the greateft
terror and diftrefsful danger of his whole life :
O! Gop of my father Abraham, Gop of my
father Ifaac, xxxil. 9. As a prince haft thou
power with Gop, verfe 28. I have feen Gop face
to face, verfe 30. This was the perfon who ap-
peared as a man wreftling with Jacob. It can-
not be applied to the piving raTHER ; it muft,
therefore, be the Lord Jefus Chrift; the confe-
quence is unavoldable, and clear as the meri-
dian fun!

3. Gop appeared to Jacob again, and blefled
him; and Goo faid to hun, I am Gop aLL-SUFFI-
cienT—and Gob went up from him, xxxv. g--13.
Thus you fee Chrift is ftiled Gop fifteen times 1in
the book of Genefis.

Exop vus.

4. Gop called to him out of the bufh, and
faid, Mofes, Mofes! I am the Gobp of thy father,
the Gop of Abraham, the Gop of Ifaac, and the
Gobp of Jacob; and Mofes hid his face, for he
was afraid to look upon Gop, Exod. iii. 4--6.
And Mofes faid unto Gor, verfe 11. The Gop
of your fathers hath fent me, verfe 13. Gob faid
unto Mofes I am THat I am, verfe 14. Jehovah
Gob of the Hebrews, verfe 18.

5. Gobo
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5. Gob fpake unto Mofes, vi. 2. 1 appeared
by the name of Gop Almighty, verfe 3. I will
be to youa Gob, verfe 7. Heis my Gop, and
my father’'s Goo, xv. 2. Mofes {pake, and
Gop anfwered him by a voice, xix. 19. Gob
{pake all thefe words, x¥x..1. I am Jehovah thy
Gop, verfe 2. 1 am thy Gonb, a jealous Gobp,
verfe 5. Thou fhalt not take the name of thy
Gop invain, verfey. The {abbath of Jehovah thy
Gob, verle 10. -

6. They faw the Gop of Ifrael, and there was
under his feet a paved work of a fapphire-ftone,
1. e, of an azure or fky-blue colour, xxiv. 10.
Jehovah, Jehovah Gob, xxxiv. 6. merciful and
gracious, long-fuffering, and abundant in good-
nefs and TRuTH. Thus you fee Chrift is called
Gop feventeen times in Exodus.

NuMpers and DEvTERONO M Y.

7. The people {pake againft Gob, i. e. Chrift,
as appears by comparing Numb. xxi. §. with
1 Cor. x. 9. Thou ftoodeft before thy Gop in
Horeb, Deut. iv, 10, Since the day that Gop
created man on earth, verfe 33. Thy Gobp is a
merciful Gop, verfe 32. Hath Goo affayed to
go and take him a nation by figns and wonders,
and great terrors, verfe 34. Heis Gop in heaven
above, verfe 39.

8. Afcribe ye greatnefs to our Gop, Deut.
XXX11.
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xx%it. 3. A Gop of truth, or Gop the TRUTH,
Juft and right is ke, verfe 4. He forfook Gop

which made him, verfe 1 §. Of the rock that

begat thee thou art unmindful, and haft forgotten
Gop that formed thee, verfe 18,

J o s.

9. I know that my redeemer liveth, in my
fleth I fhall fee Gop, Job xix. 25, 26, Read Dr.
Gill’s excellent fermon, intitled Job’s Creed; and
Mr. Brine’s deep and judicious fermon on Jor’s
Eritapn, 1955, Thefe two difcourfes, with Dr.
Gill’s Expofition on the Place, throw a vaft
blaze of light on this fingular paffage of fcripture,

Psarwms,

10. Thy throne, O! God, is for ever and ever,

Pf. xlv. 6. This is fully applied to Chrift in
Heb. 1. 8.

11. Let God arife, let his enemies be {cattered,
Pf. Izxviii. 1. O! Gop, when thou wenteft before
thy people—the earth thook, the heavens dropped
at the prefence of Gop, even Sinai itfelf was
moved at the prefence of Gop, the Gob of Ifrael,
verfe 7--9. 'We have before, in page 7, feen
that this is applied to Chrift. The chariots of
Gop, verfe 17. The Gob of falvation, verfe 20.
The Gop to whom belong the iffues or events of
death, verfe 20. Gop fhall wound the head of
his cnemies, verfe 21. The Gop who daily

loadeth
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loadeth us with his benefits! Note, Chrift is
called Goep thirty-#wo times in this pfalm.

12. O! my Gop, take me not away in the midft
of my days: of old haft thou laid the foundations
of the earth, and the heavens are the work of thine
hands, Pf. cii. 24--27. this is glorioufly applied
to Chrift, in Heb. 1. 10--12. and is clearly expre{-
five of his eternity, unchangeablenefs, and al-
mighty power, in the creation of the univerfe!

Isaram

13. Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, faith
your Gop, xl. 1. Make ftrait in the defert an high
way for our Gop, verfe 3. The word of our
Gop, i.e. Chrift Jefus, thall tand for ever, ver. 8.
Behold your Gob, verfe 9. The Lord Gop will
come; he fhall feed his flock like a fhepherd,
verfe 10, 11. To whom will ye liken Gop? ver.
18. The everlafting Gop; or, as the original,
the Gop of Eternity, verfe 28.

14. A juft Gop and a faviour, xlv. 21. I am
Gop, and there is nonz elfe, verfe 22. We have
already proved that thefe paffages belong to Chrift;
fee likewife the very learned Lowth on the Place,
with Mr. Henry and Dr. Gall’s Expofition.

Hosea and JoEL
15. I will fave them by their Gop, Hof. 1. 7.
Rejoice in the Lord your Gop, Joelii. 23. Thus
Chrift
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Chrift is called Gop near ninety times in the Old
‘Teftament.

NEW TESTAMENT.
Here we have evidence as bright as ten thou-
fand funs, that Chrift is ftiled Gop in a rich
abundance of paffages.

In the EvancEeELisTs.

16, Emmanuel Gop with us, Matt, i, 23.
The T.ord their Gop, Luke 1. 17. All fleth fhall
fee the falvation of Gop, iii. 6. In the beginning
was the word, and the word was with Gop, and
the word was Gop, Johni. Thomas faid unto
him, My Lord and my Gob, John xx. 28.

Acts of the AposTLES.

17. The angel of the Lord, in a flame of fire,
faid, I am the Gop of thy fathers, the Gop of
Abraham, and the Gop of Ifaac, and the Gop
Jacob; then Mofes trembled and durft not be-
hold, vii. 30--3z.

18. Feed the church of Gop which he hath
purchafed with his own blood, xx. 28.

In the ErisTrLes of Pave,
1g. Of whom as concerning the flefh Chrift
came, who is over all, Goo bleffed for ever,
Rom. ix. §.

20. We fhall ftand before the judgment feat
of
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of Chrift: for as I live, faith the Lord, ewvery
knee fhall bow to me, and every tongue fhall
confefs to Gop: fo then every one of us fhall
give an account of himfelf to Gop, Rom. xiv,
10, 11, 12.

21. Who, being in the form of Gop, thought
it no robbery to be equal to Goo, Philip. it. 6.
In whom dwells all the fulnefs of the godhead
bodily, Colof. it. 9. Thy throne, O! Gop, is
for ever and ever, Heb, i. 8. He that built ali
things is Gop, iii. 4. Gob our faviour, 1 Tim.
1. . God manifeft 1n the flefh, 11i. 6. The
commandment of Gop our faviour, Titus i. 3.
Adorn the do&rine of Gop our {aviour in all
things, ii. 10.

ErisTtrLes of PETer and Jouw,

22, The righteoulnels of Gon, even our fa-
viour Jefus Chrift, 2 Pet. 1. 1. Hereby perceive
we the love of Gobp, becaufe he laid down his
life for us, 1 John iii. 16, His fon Jefus Chrift,
He, ovrss, 1s the true Gop, and eternal life,
¥ John v. 20.

REvELATIONS.

23. The conqueror fhall inherit all things,
and I will be his Gop, and he fhall be my Son,
Rev. xxi. 7. ¥ faw the dead, fmall and great,
ffand before Gop, xx. 12. We rmuft ail appear
before the judgment feat of Chrift, Rom. xiv. 10,

G NaMES
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Names expreflive of ablolute SOVEREIGNTY, or
poMINION, over all things, applied to CHRIsT,

24. The living Goo, Heb. vii. 12. The re-
deemer, the living one, Job xix. 25, 26. The
great Gop, Titus ii. 13, 14. The fupper of the
great Goo, Rev. xix. 18. The mighty Gob,
Ifa. ix. 6. The moft mighty, Pf. xlv. 3--6.
The Lord of glory, 1 Cor. ii. 8. The king of
glory, Pf. xxiv. The Gop of glory thundereth,
xxix. 1o. The glorious Jehovah, Ifa, xxxiil. 2¢.
Gob above all, Rom. ix. 5. Moft high, or the
higheft, the great fupreme, Luke i. 76. The
only fovereign mafter, Goo, and Lord of us,
Chrift Jefus, Jude 3, 4. The king eternal, 1m-
mortzl, invifible, the only wife Gop, 1 Tim. i
15, 16, 17. To the only wife Gop™* our faviour
be glory and majefty, dominion and power for
cver, Jude 25. Bleffed and only potentate, king
aof kings, and lord of lords, 1 Tim. vi. 13--16.
He hath on his vefture and on his thigh a name
written, king of kings, and lord of lords, Rev,
xix. 16. The almighty, Of, wayToxpaTwe, the
{upreme over all, Rev. i, 8. The arpma and
OMEGA, the FirsT and the rasT, the beginning
and the ending, Rev. i. 10--17. ii. 8. xxi. 6,
xxit. 12, 13. Note. If we fearch the book of the
Revelations throughout, we fhall not find the
father fpeaking omce. Chrift is the only divine
perfon who fpeaks. *Tis juft as though Goo the

father
* Chrift is ftiled Gop twenty-five times in the New Teftament,
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father had decreed and faid, ‘¢ In the Revela-
tions my fon fhall have the fole management of
the creation, and the glory of declaring and
executing all the grand {cenes of providence and
grace, down to the end of time; and the final
cataftrophe of the univerfe fhall be his own:
this is the thing [ will do for the divine man
whom the king of heaven delighteth to honour.”

RECOLLECTION and devotional EXERCISE
to CHRIST.

Is Chrift {fo often called Gop in the Old and
New Teftament, on the faireft and ealieft rules
of interpretation and application? Then let us
treat him as a Gob; the true Gop; the living
Goop ; the great Gop; the mighty Gop; the
moit mighty; the Logp of glory; the moft
high; Gop above all; the fovereign Gop and
Lorp of us; the king eternal, immortal, in-
vifible ; the only wife Gop; the bleffed and only
potentate ; the fupreme almighty: let us treat
him with the moft unbounded efteem; with ad-
miration, benevolence, and gratitude; let us re-
colle€t all his natural and moral perfettions,
with the utmoft love and joy; let us give free
fcope to the nobleft paffions of the foul, and
triumph in his perfeions without bounds and

without end.

Let us prefer the glory of Chrift above all per-
G 2 fons,
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fons, above all creatures and worlds; et us freely
confent to be pleafed when his glory fhall crofs
our will and humour; and let us be cordially
willing to be ouTsHONE by others, if they glorify
Gob more than we have ever done; let us gene=
roufly confefs al} our original tmpurity, our aGual
guilt and mifery, to the glory of his holinefs,
dominion, and juftice; let us be very tender of
Chrift’s glory as really as he ever was of his
father’s glory, and let us not part with one jot
or tittle of his fupreme and effential honour; let
us be richly fruitful in all manner of good works
for his glory; let us exprefs a deep fenfe of the
fublime grandeur of his attributes and alions;
let us be contented with the prefence and love of
Chrift, in the moft pinching trials and the very
worft condition of out lives; let us work out our
falvation with fear and trembling, becaufe it is
Chrift, who worketh in us to will and to do of
his good pleafure; let us rejoice to do our duty
under Chrift’s inceflant agency; let us live to
Chrift as our higheft and nobleft objett; let us
live from him, as the fountain of life—like him,
as the pattern of our life—and to him, as the
ultimate end of our life; let us walk chearfully
before Chrift; let us be chearful in his perfon, as
God-man; let us be chearful in his tender love—
his intimate and intenfe relations; let us be chear-
ful in his fufferings and death for us, and rejoice

with
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with an unlimited joy in his eternal bleflings ; let
us ftand up ftrenuouly for all the truths and prin-
ciples of the gofpel, in it’s utmoft purity, beauty,
and glory; let us praife Chrift to the very utmoft
of our power; and let us (like Hervey, in his
Defcant on Creation) call on all the parts of the
vifible and invifible worlds, to celebrate his match-
lefs fame ; let us be zealous for Chrift's glory, and
feel a mixture of love and anger concerning him,
whenever we fee any vile attempts to impoverith
or eclipfe the boundlefs glories of his Godhead ;
let us eye Chrift in all our natural, moral, and
religious aftions, and whether we eat or drink,
or whatever we do, let us fee Chrift in every
thing, as Chrift faw Gob in every minute event
of providence, and in every moment of his life;
let us draw other perfons to glorify Chrift; let us
wifh to {ee millions adore and glorify Chrift; let
us allure, perfuade, attra&, and entice immortal
fouls to glorify Chrift, as Chrift himfelf has drawn
thoufands of millions to glorify his heavenly
father; let us covet the glory of being fpiritual
loadftones, or divine magnets, to attralt im-
mortal {pirits to the bofom of Chrift, as the im-
moveable centre of their repofe; let us fuffer any
thing and every thing for the glory of Chrift;
let us be willing to feel all forts of pain, if his
will appoints, for he is too juft to do wrong, and
too good to be unkind; let us, under his eye, and

by
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by the 2id of his fpirit, endure, with a manly
hardinefs, all affliCtions—bear all burdens—~be
firm under all troubles—repel all anxieties: and
footh our fouls under all {forrows with his love—
fubinit to all bereavings of providence—be chear-
ful under all crofles—and rejoice in all loffes for
Chrift’s fake—yea, count all things but lofs for
the excellency of the knowledge of Chrift Jefus
our Lord, Philip. 1ii. 8. Let us bravely fuffer
apy perfecution of enemies—yea, let us bear,
with a good grace, what is hardeft to be borne,
the unkindnefs of our beft friends, if Chrift fees
fit to fuffer it, to fcourge us for our idolatry and
folly, and to teach us a more entire and feeling
dependence on HIMsELF. As Chrift is the author
of our whole exiftence, powers, good qualities,
and comforts ; let us give him the whole glory of
all we have of nature, literature, morality, and
grace; let us frequently confefs that we have
nothing but what we have received ; and that
Gop our creator and redeemer alone has made us
to differ from the vileft dregs of mankind ; there-
fore let us devote all our time and talents to his
will, pleafure, and glory; and count it our higheft
honour to make Chriit confpicuous, lovely and
illuftrious to our fellow creatures ; and to fpread
his fulnefs, grandeur, and beauty, as far as poflible,
through all the world.

Fipecially let us remember, that vital mori-
NESS
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vEss glorifies Chrift in a manner fuperior to all
other ways in the power of man. Let us therefore
ardently pray for a purity of nature, inclinations,
paflions, and tafte: let us feek after the highelt
exertions of the perfonal, the divine, the chriftian
and focial graces ; and may they all be animated
by fincerity, which is the blood and fpirit of
every grace, enlivened by zeal; foftened by
tendernefs ; direted by prudence; and dignified
by a generous unfainting perfeverance, under the
inceffant agency of the eternal {pirit.

This, this, is the way to bring more glory to
Chrift in the church, and 1n the world, than lies
in the power ef the nobleft angel in heaven.

Sele@ BOOKS on the Grories of Currsr.

1. CurisT's LovELINESs and GLrory, in his perfonal xnd
relative CHARACTERS, and gracious invitations to finners, cou-
fidered in twelve fermons, preached at Coward’s leGture, by Mr.
John Hubbard, Dr. Guyfe, Mr. Godwin, Mr. Thomas Hali,
Mur. Gibbs, and Mr. Wood, t1729. Thefe {ermons are remark-
able for depth of evangelical fenfe and favour, as well as folid
dearning and judgment. The two fuft, on Love to Chrift, exceed
all I bave ever read—I with them well wrought into every reader's
head and heart.

z. DEscaNT on CrraTroN, by Mr. Hervey, is fingularly
rich, fublime, 20d a matler-picce of eloquence and piety united.

CON-
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CONTEMPLATIONS

ON THE

DIVINITY or CHRIST;

Evinced from his NATurAL and MorAL PERFECTIONS,

The TerMs TRUTH, coopnEss and PERFECTION
explained.—The holy scripTURES are very ac-
curate in diftinguithing between the pErFEC-
TIoNs of GOD and the pERFECTIONS Of CREA-
TURES, ANGELS, and MEN.—All poffible and
infinite PERFECTIONS are afcribed to CHRIsT in
the fulleft ManyER equally as to GOD the
FATHER.—The natural perFECTIONS Of CHRIST.
His moral pERFECTIONS.—RECOLLECTION and

devotional exercisk to the Lorp Jesus, as the
eternal son of GOD.

FIEFORE we proceed to confider the infinite

perfetions afcribed to Chrift in feripture,
it will be proper and ufeful to define fome terms
of great importance, for a clear and diftin& un-

derftanding of this moft excellent and glorious
{ubje&.

TruTa may be confidered, in exiftence and
nature, as oppofite to unexifting fittion. This
is onto gical or phyfical truth,

H 2 TrRuUTH
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TruTH in apprehenfion, or the conception of
the mind : and that is when our perceptions ex-
altly correfpond with the pature, properties, and
relations of things. This is called LogicaL
TRUTH : it’s oppofite is ERROR, Or a wrong con-
ception of the nature of things.

TrutH in the heart, or moral and ethical
truth, 1s ftiled siNcerITY: 1t’s oppofite is HY-
pocrisy. TRuUTH In the lipsis called veraciTy,
or {peaking the real fenfe of our minds: it’s op-
pofite is lying, or fpeaking contrary to the fenfe
of our mind, with a defign to deceive. TRrRuTH
in the life is called FarTHFuLNESS: it’s oppolite
is unfaithfulnefs, cheating and deceiving, or
knavery.

Chrift is ftiled the TrRuTH in the higheft and
nobleft fenfe of the word. He 1s the truth in
exiftence and nature—in his manner of fubfift-
ing—in his attributes and perfetions—in his in-
ternal and external attions—in his conceptions
and purpofes—in his words and declarations of
promifes and bleflings—in his threatenings and
prediétions,

CurisT is the TrRuTH in heart, or he is fincere
without hypocrify: he is the TrRuTH in his lips,
or a Gob of perfect veracity: he is the TRUTH In

his actions, without the lealt unfaithfulnefs, in
his
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his actions, without the leaft unfaithfulnefs, in
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his whole condu& and univerfal adminiftration,
through his vifible and invifible empire, from the
firft moment of time to an endlefs eternity. O!
what joy is this to every fincere chriftian; to con-
template Chrift under this lovely, this adorable,
and divine chara&er—the eternal, immutable,
the immortal TRUTH!

TrutH removes from Chrift’s DIVINE PERSON,
every thing imperfeét and finful; there 1s no im-
perfe€tion or moral evil in him. This charatter
frees him from all deception, error, mifconception,
or miftake: he can neither deceive or be deceived.
This clears Chrift of the charge of infincerity,
hypocrify, and difimulation; which, if it were
in him, he could not be TrRuUE.

His declarations and promifes are not charge-
able with infincerity or hypocrify, diffembling or
lying: he is free from all imputation of lying or
falthood in heart, lip, and life.

Chrift is true in the reality of his nature and
Godhead: and his TruTH removes all unfaith-
fulnefs from him : there is no thadow of it in him.
Truth ftrongly exprefles the FaITHFULNESs of
Chrift: hence true and faithful are joined together.

Truth is efential to Chrift: it is his very na-
ture and eflence. Truth in him is moft pure and
perfett: he is all truth, perfeét truth to the very
bottom of his infinite being. He
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He is original truth: it is firft in him. He is
the firft truth: the prime, pure truth. All truth
is originally from him: all natural and rational
wruth : all moral and geometrical truth: all
fpiritval and heavenly truth in the law and
gofpel, is from Chrift.

All untruth is from the devil, the father of lies,
and original fountain of deceit and error ; but all
truth i1s from the Gob of truth.

TruTu in Gop the redeemer is eternal, inva-
riable, immutable: it ever was, and always will
be in his erernal mind.

Chrift 1s always difpofed to fpeak the truth,
and nothing but the truth: he {peaks the fenfe
of his own mind, concerning all things in heaven,
earth, and hell : the fenfe of his mind concern-
ing his divine perfetions, his juftice, and his
grace. 'With what a joyful affent of the under-
ftanding, with what a pleafing confent of the
will, and with what a full reliance of foul and
cordial approbation of heart, ought we to receive
the whole revealed truth of Gop in the facred
fcriptures !

GoobnEss, in an abfolute fenfe, or real good
in itfelf, 1s the effential perfettion of a perfon or
obje&t, by which it poffeffes every thing re-
quifite to it’s nature, This may be called

phyfical
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phyfical or natural good; by which an agent
pofiefles whatever is neceffary to it’s well-being,
and the performance of all thofe fun&ions and
attions which are fuited to it’s mature and cha-
ralter.

Goodnefs, in a relative fenfe, is any thing that
yields pleafure, or prevents pain, or removes
pain or unealy confcioufnefs and difagreeable feel-
ings of mind or body, Whatever tends to per-
fe&t human nature, to pleafe ard improve our
Powers, we call coonp.

Whatever tends to impair, weaken, impoverifh,
or deftroy the peace, ftrength, and beauty of the
mind or body, we call eviL.

Morav or ethical coop is the conformity of 2
thinking being, and all it’s difpofitions and a&ions,
to the diftates of right reafon, or the will of Gon
difcovered by the light of nature, or the clearer
light of fcripture,

PrrrecTion is the entire union of original
eternal truth, with the moft perfe® goodnefs:
and 1n this beft and nobleft fenfe of the word per-
fection, I apply it to Chrift the eternal fon of
Gop; who 1s the feat and centre of eternal truth
and goodnefs.

Thofe properties of any perfon or thing which
direltly
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direétly tend to promote happinefs, are called
PERFECTIONS. Only {pirits are capable of intel-
leCtual perfection, fince a capacity for happinefs
implies perception or thought.

A power to promote our happinefs, when it is
defeCtive; a power to increafe and fecure our hap-
pinefs when fully attained; is that which I mean
by perfection, whether applied to angels or men.

PerRFECTION 1s a capacity of feeling pleafure,
and a capacity of vircue. See Abernethy, on the
Perfections of Gop, vol.I. page 59.

A fuperior capacity of feeling the higheft plea-
fures, is a fuperior perfetion. A fuperior capa-
city of virtue or holinefs is a fuperior perfeftion:
this capacity of pleafure and holinefs in Gobp is in-
finite: this capacity of pleafure and virtue in
angels, is angelic perfetion: this noble capacity
of pleafure and virtue in man, is buman perfection:
this capacity of feeling bigher pleafures in degree;
greater pleafures in quantity; and nobler pleafures
in quality; conneéted with richer capacities of ho-
linefs, on the principles of the gofpel, is called
CHRISTIAN PERFECTIOX.

‘When we apply the word pErFECTION to Chrift,
we mean it in the higheft, nobleft, richeft fenfe
it can poflibly bear; we mean it in the very feH-

fame fenfe as we do when we apply to Gob the fa-
ther;
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ther; or to the eternal, divine nature, effentially
confidered in the moft abfolute fenfe,

Our grand bufinefs is now to demonftrate, that

all pofiible and infinite perfetions that ever were,
and ever can be afcribed to Gop, are in like man-
ner, and in the fulleft poffible fenfe afcribed to
Gobp the Son, who is ftiled aravyasua vns dofns,
RO HCROXXTAP TNG UTOSALELS QUTOV. The cﬁ'ulg-ent
ray of his glory; and the exprefs delineation
of his perfon, Heb. i. 3. He is {aid to be & wopen
©:ov, in the form of Gop, Philip. ii, 6, and to be
sixwy Tov @cou moparov, the image of the invifible
Gop, Colof.1. 15. Thefe evidences, with a thou-
fand more, force us to afcribe to Chrift all poffible
and infinite perfecion: in truth, we are refolved to
fhew, that we have not only the names of Jehowvah,
God, and fovereign Lord afcribed to Chrift; but
we have infinite attributes to fupport thofe names;
and we have all forts of infinite works to fupport
thofe attributes; and to crown the whole, and
bring the demosftration to the very fummit of
beauty and convi&tion, we have all forts of alts
of worfhip to correfpond with and fupport all
thofe names, attributes, and altions: fo that a
man, yea every man, that reads the whole com-
bined evidence, muft refolve to be more obftinate
than the devil, and more outrageou(ly unbelieving
than the damned in hell, if he fhall finally oppofe
it, and continue fcornfully to reject is,

I Now
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Now we will proceed to the grand demon-
ftration, that abfolute eternity, or duration with-
out beginning or end, is the attribute of Chrift.
We will evince, that Chrift hath the eternity
of a Gop, orinfinite duration without the limits
of time: the omniprefence of a Gep, or prefence
without bounds or the limits of place: the im-
mutability of a Gop, or a nature without change:
the infinite life of a Gob, without decay: the
omnipotence of a Gop, without defect or weak-
nefs: the omnifcience of a Gobp, or an under-
ftanding without the leaft ignorance: the fo-
vereign dominion of a Gob, without controul
from men or devils: the dignity of a Gop, with-
out the leaft alloy or meannefs: the prerogatives
of a Gop, unlimited and without the leafl {uffer-
able violation: the tafte of a Gop, or a clear
fenfe of the moit noble and bafe, the moft beau-
tiful and deformed, and moft affecting objeéts,
in heaven and earth: the affeCtions of a Gob,
and the paflions of a man the moft amiable, the
moft wonderful and awful, 1. e. love, grace, hatred,
anger, zeal, and wrath:* he hath the wifdom of a
Gop, without the leaft folly; and the prudence
of a Gop, without the leaft imprudence, cunning,

or

* The wraTH of CRRIST 1s the ardent inclination of his will,
or the aftive affeftion of his heart, to do all that his keen hatred
of fin, his holy and awful juftice againft the finner, ard his own
DICNITY as Gop and the fupreme judge, deeply injured, rationally
require him to do.—See Dr. Witfius’s Oecon, lib, I. cap. v.
§ xxxi. See Dr. Gill's Body of Div, vol. I, on wrath, p. 17a.
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or ferpentine craft: he hath the goodnefs of a
Gob, without bounds, and without envy: he has
the mercy of a Gop, without cruelty; the com-
paffion and tendernefs of a Gop, without an in-
- difcreet fondnefs; and the patience of a Goo,
without a pufillanimous tamenefs: he hath the
holinefs of a Gop, without the leaft ftain or moral
blemith in his nature, attributes, ations, and
charaéter: he hath the juftice of a Gop, without
the leaft partiality : he hath the TRuTH of a Gon,
without the leaft inclination to lying;—all the
{prings of deceit and lies can have no place in
Gob the redeemer.

He hath the felf-fufficiency of a Gob, without
any poverty; and the all-fufficiency of a Gopb,
without any fcarcity, for millions of worlds: he
hath the abfolute perfection and happinefs of a
Gop, without the lealt mifery or pain; his hap-
- pinefs confifts in pleafures unbounded, without
the leaft diminuticn or poffible decay: he hath
the incomprehenfible glory of a Gob;- his glory
arifes from the affemblage of all his infinite attri-
butes and attions, and their moft illuftrious ap-
pearance in creation, providence, miracles, and
the redemption of the church by his precious
blood and righteoufnefs; and the more deeply we
think of his boundlefs perfections, the more our
thoughts are {wallowed up, drowned and loft;

in wonder and glory.
Iz The



