A

CONTEMPLATION

ON THE

DIVINITY or CHRIST,

EVINCED FROM THE

ACTS oF WORSHIP

PAIR TO HIM IN

SCRIPTURE

Ii12






[ 437 ]
W

|~ T e e
A
CONTEMPLATION

ON THE

DIVINITY oFr CHRIST,

EVINCED FPOM THE

ACTS oFr WORSHIP
Paid to him in SCRIPT URE,

The clear 1pEa of worsHIp.—The worsure paid
to Curist by the paTrRiarcHs, by Mosks,
Davip, Soromon, and the propHETs.—The
worsHIP paid to him in the four EVANGELISTS,
and the acts of the aposTLEs.—The worsHIP
paid to him in the EprisTLEs, and the REVE-

LATIONS.

HE clear and proper :dea of worthip is

this :—it is a lively and ardent fenfe and
acknowledgment of the divine perfe&tions with
veneration and love, regulated by the revealed
will of Gop, and not accerding to the fancy or
invention of the worfhipper.

Worfhip is an action of the underftanding and
will on the excellency and dignity of Gop; and
having lively and atual thoughts on his glorious

beauties, fulnefs, and perfeftions; recolleting
Chrift,
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Chrift, with the moft tender veneration and de-
Jight, in all the fhining purity of his attributes
and altions, as the fupreme Lord of all worlds,
equally with the divine Father and the Holy
Spirtt.

As worfhip confifts in exprefling our tendereft
fenfe of the divine and amiable perfeétions of
Chrift, agreeable to his will and dire&ion, with
all our rational and pathetic powers, by the
fpecial afliftance of the Holy Spirit in the ex-
ercife of all graces, and an ardent zeal for his
glory; fo we find that all the wifeft and beft of
men in the Old and New Teftament, as well as
all the angels of Gop have paid this worfhip ta
the Son in the feveral ages of the church.

Curist was worfhipped by the paTrRIARCHS, by
Moskes, Davip, SoLomon, and the pPROPHETS.

GENESTIS.

Abraham adored Chnft as Gop, Gen. xvil. 3.
xviil, xxil. Jacob adored Chrift as Gop, Gen.
xxvill. 20--24. Jacob invoked Chrift as Gop,
when he came home in diftrefs, xxxii. 7. O! Gopo
of my father Abraham. He invoked Chrift, and
wreftled with him for a blefling, xxxil. 24. he
adored Chrift, and fet up a pillar, xxxv. 14. he
adored Chrift, and invoked his bleffing on his
grandfons, xlviii. 13,

| Exopus
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Exobus to DEUTERONOMY,

Mofes adored Chrift at the bufh as the true
and fovereign Gopb, and as conftituting the place
holy ground, which would be horrid blafphemy
for an angel or any creature to afflume, Exod.
iii, §. Chrift was adored as Gop at mount Sina,
when he defcended with all the grandeur and
terror of a Gop, xix.--xxiv. §. Mofes adored
Chrift as Gob, xxxiv. 8, 9. Mofes adored Chrift
as Gop, Deut. xxxii. 3. 1 will publith Jehovah;
alcribe ye greatnefs to Gob.

JosHua, JubpcEes, Jor, and PsaLms.

Josuva adored Chrift as Gop, with the moit
ardent and lively veneration and love : hefell on
his face with the greateft dread and delight, Jofh.
v. 13, 14. Gripeon adored Chrift as God;
whilft he, as Jehovah, looked on him, Judges
vi. 14. Manoah adored Chrift as Gop : he and
his wife fell on their faces,—we have feen Gop,
Judges xiii. 22. Job adored Chrift as his ever-
living and redeeming Gob, Job xix. 25. Thy
throne, O Gob, is for ever and ever, Pf. xlv.
appljed to Chrnift, Heb. i. 8. David has a moft
delightful fenfe of Chrift as Gop, Pf. Ixviii, 3--35.
This is a moft fublime altion of gratitude and
praife! Chrift is adored as Gop, in Pf. ciii. civ.
cxlviii. and all through the book of pfalms he is
equally honoured with Gop the divine Father.

The
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The PRrRoPHETS

Ifaiah adores Chrift as God, and fhews us all
the feraphim, i.e. the zealous gofpel minifters,
as adoring Chrift inceflantly as the holy, holy, holy
Jehovah of hofts, Ifa. vi. 3. applied to Chrift,
John xi1. 41.  Ifaiah defcribes the tranfcendent
perfections of Chrift in the very height of fub-
lime conceptions and language, Ifa. xl. See
Hervey’s eloquence all exhauited on this chapter
1n letters to Wefley, page 60,61. See Dr. Lowth’s
tranflation and notes on this chapter, and likewife
the great and elegant Vitringa in his new tranfla-
tion and expofition. In thefe authors we have food
for angels! InIfa. xlv. 22, Chrift.-declares he is
Gop, and he fwears by his own eternal exiftence,
that every foul in heaven, earth, and hell, fhall
bow to his divinity; and every tongue fhall
confefs his Godhead to eternity : and all infidels
that are incenfed againft him fhall be eternally
athamed.

JozrL deferibes the worfhip of Chrift as Gop,
chap. ii. 31. Thus we fee that all the greateft
men that ever lived for four thoufand years,
worfhipped Chrift by acts of adoration, invoca-
tion, felf-confecration, {ubjection of foul, delight,
graticude, and praife. Let us imitate themr all;
and, to animate us to greater ardour of zeal, let
us frequently read the pfalms, and Solomon’s

grand
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grand action of worthip, at the dedication of the
temple, when he kneeled down upon his knees on
the brazen {caffold, and fpread forth his hands
towards heaven before millions of men, 1 Kings
viii. 2 Chron. vi. 13.—N. B. This was the
grandeft alt of public worthip that ever was
performed by man in all ages of time.

Curist is worfhipped as the True and mosT
HIGH Gop all through the New TesTamenT.

In the four EvaNcELISTS.

The wife men from the eaft adored his perfec-
tions as Gob, with the loweft proftration of body
and foul, and with the higheft actions of adora-
tion, gratitude, and joy, Matt, ii. 11. Peter
adé6red Chrift as Gop, Luke v.8. Jairus adored
Chiift as Gop, Matt. ix. 18. Luke viii. 41, 42,
The poor woman adored Chrift as Gop, Matt.
xv. 22--25. The difciples adored Chrift as Goo,
walking on the fea, Matt. xiv. 33. The three
difciples adored Chrift as Goo on the glorious
mount of transfiguration, Matt. xvii. 1--8. One
of the lepers adored Chrift as Gop, Luke xvii.
13--15. 'The man born blind, when Chrift, who
had made him a pair of eyes, atked him, Doft
thou believe in the Son of Gop? and revealed
his Godhead to his foul ; cried out with rapture,
zeal, and gratitude, Lorp; I believe, and he
worfhipped him; he adored and loved his per-

Kkk fections
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fetions with unbounded reverence and delight;
his whole foul was melted at his feet, John ix.
35--38. Mary adored Chrift as Goo, John xi.
The little children adored Chrift as Gop, Matt.
xxi. 14. they worfhipped his perfections with
high veneration and love, under the immediate
influences of the HoLy Seirit of Gop. O! Britifh
youth, here is a lovely pattern for you; but ah!
alas! you have bafely forgot your divine and
lovely Redeemer! The very devils tremble, and
dread his Gopueap; they are greater believers
than our modern infidels. The devils cry out,
Jefus, thou Son of the moft high Gop, we intreat
thee torment us not, Mark v. 7. Luke viii. 28.
O'! ye Socinians, learn of the devils to adore the
Goporeap of Carist! Five hundred brethren at
once adore Chrift as Gop, Matt. xxviii, 17. When
they faw him, they worfhipped him. The difciples
adored him as Gop on the mount of olives, Luke
xxiv. 2. In baptifm we are commanded to
adore him as Gop, Mart., xxviil. 19. There
never was a more folemn att of worthip inftituted
by Gop: there never will be 2 more folemn aét
of worfhip performed by men than the holy
ordinance of baptifm. And Dr. Waterland juitly
obferves, that nothing has contributed more to-
wards keeping up a fenfe of the pocTrINE of the
sacrip TriniTY in the church of Chrift, thaa
the ordinance of baptifm. And this is the grand

reafon
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reafon why the enemies of that glorious deoétrine
pay little or no regard to the ordinance of baptifm.
And indeed, frtting afide the dotrine of the
trinity, baptifin is a meer cypher, and of no more
meaning or ufe than going into a cold bath.

Curist is adored as Gob in the acTs of the
APOSTLES.

The eleven apoftles invoked Chrift as the all-
knowing and heart - fearching Gop, to direct
them in the choice of a new apoftle, in the
- room of Judas, chap.i. 24. Stephen adored
Chrift as Gop, and committed his immortal foul
for eternity to the care and keeping of the Son
of Gop, Als vil. §9. Lord Jefus, receive my
fpirit.  Stephen was full of the Hovrvy SerriT,
ver. §5. Can a man, full of the blefled Spirit,
be ignorant of the objet or the nature of wor-
thip? or can fuch a man die in an ak of vile
idolatry, giving honour to a meer man in the
room and place of the eternal Gon? I defy the
whole Socinian world to anfwer this with firmnefs
and folidity. Saul, when converted, invoked
Chrift as Gop, ix. 6. And it is the chara&er of
all true chriftians, that they call on his name,
ver. 14. And Paul immediately preached Chrift,
that he is the Son of Gop, ver. 20. And he
called on and adored him as Gob, xxii. 16. He
devoted his eternal exiftence, powers and graces
to the perfon and glory of Chrift,

Kkk 2 CHRIST
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Curist is adored as Gop in the rr1sTLES, and
the Book of the ReveLaTIiONS.

Pavr invokes Chrit as Gop, Rom. 1. 7.
grace to you, and peace from Gop our Father,
and the Lord Jefus Chrit. Whofoever fhall in-
voke the Lord Jefus in {pirit and truth, fhall be
faved, Rom. x. 13. PavuL invokes Chrift as
Gop, 1 Cor, xvi. 23. the grace of our Lord
Jefus Chrift be with you. And if any man love
him not, he fhall be accurfed when the Lord
cometh. Paul tnvokes Chrift as Gop, 2 Cor. 1. 2.
grace be to you from the Lord Jefus Chrift.
Paul invokes grace from Chrift equally as he
prays for love from the Father, and communion
from the Holy Spirit.  This is a moft noble act
of worfhip paid to the three perfons in the un-
divided being of Gop. Paul again invokes Chrift
as Gop, Gaelat. i. 3. grace and peace from Gop
our Father, and from the Lord Jefus Chrift. And
when he had a thorn in his flefh, 1. e. fome fharp
and tormenting trial or temptation, he invoked
the Lord Jefus thrice, 1. e. very often; and Chrift
fully anfwered his prayers in the higheft and
nobleft manner, MY GRACE IS SUFFICIENT FOR
Ty, 2 Cor. xii. 8, 9. Paul invokes grace and
peace from Chrift as Gop, for the Ephefians,
Eph. i. 2. and for the Philipians, chap. 1. 2. and
for the Colofiians, chap. i. 2. Paul invokes
grace and peace from Chrift, as the true and

eternal



[ 445 1

eternal Gop, 1 Thel i. 1. He again invokes
grace and peace a fecond time for the Theflalo-
nian church, 2 Thef.i. 2. He invokes grace,
mercy, and peace, from Chrift, as the true and
mighty Gobo, for his fons Timothy and Titus,
1 Tim.1.2. 2 Tim. 1, 1, 2. Titusi. 4. And
he adores Chrift with gratitude, as the king
eternal, immortal, invifible, for putting him
into the miniftry, 1 Tim. 1. 12--17. He com-
mits his immortal foul for eternity, into Chrift’s
hands, as the Gop and guardian of it, 2 Tim.
i. 12. And he charges Timothy before Gop, and
equally before our Lord Jefus Chrift, who fhall
judge the living and the dead at his appearing,
that he preach the word, and be inftant in feafon
and out of feafon, 2 Tim.iv. 1, 2. And he
again declares his confidence in Gap his Saviour,
who ftood with him and ftrengthened him, and
delivered out of the mouth of the lion Nkro,
that this Gop of his foul would deliver him from
every evil work, and preferve him to his heavenly
kingdom; and in the joyful profpe&t of this he
afcribes glory to his faviour for-ever and ever.
Amen. 2 Tim. iv. 17, 18, And he charged
Timothy a former time before Gop, who en-
liveneth all things, and before Chrift equally
with his divine Father; and he declares Chrift
to be the blefled and only potentate, the king of
kings, and Lord of lords, who only hath im-

mortality,
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mortality, dwelling in light, which no man in
the prefent life can approach unto; and as to his
divine nature, whom no man hath feen or can
fee with mortal eyes, to whom be eternal honour
and power. Amen., 1Tim. vi. 13--16. Paul in-
vokes grace and peace from Chrift, as Gov, for
Philemon, ver. 3. and he gives glory to Chrift
for ever and ever, Heb. xiit. 21, Peter gives
praife and dominion to Chrift for ever and ever,
1 Pet.iv. 11. and he again gives glory to Chrift,
as Gop, for ever and ever, 2 Pet. iti. 18. John
invokes grace, mercy, and peace, from Gop the
Father, and equally from the Lord Jefus Chrift
the Son of the Father, in truth and love, 2d epift.
ver. 3. Jude afcribes to the only wife Gop our
Saviour, glory and majefty, dominion and power,
both now and for ever. Amen. Ver. 23.

In the ReveraTtions, Carist i1s adored, in-
voked, and praifed in the moft {ublime and afto-
nifhing manner, as the moft high Gop over all,
blefled for evermore. Here we fee in a light as
clear as ten thoufand funs, that all men oughtto
honour the Son of Gob, even as they honour the
Father, John v. 23. John invokes grace and
peace from Jefus Chrift, who hath loved us and
wathed us from our fins 1n his own blood: to
him be glory and dominion for ever and ever,
Rev. 1. 5, 6. All the angels of Gop were com-
manded to adore him, when he became incarnate,

Heb,
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Heb. 1. 6. And here, in the book of the Reve-
lations, we have glorious evidences of their
obedience to this command. Here wefee all the
perfonal and divipe graces of angels exerted in
their full force and glory, on the perfon and
perfections of Chrift. Here we fee all chriftian
preachers in every age, with the underftanding
and fagacity of men, the elevation and penetra-
tion of eagles, the labour and patience of oxen
and the courage and daring fortitude of lions,
and full of eyes, before and behind, and within,
adoring Chrift as the holy, holy, holy Lorp Goo
Almighty, which was, and is, and is to come,
Rev. iv. 8. Andwehave, inchap. v. 11. 12. the
moft noble, beautiful, and affeGting ation of
worfhip in the whole book of Gop. No man of
fpiritual fenfe and tafte can read it without af-
tonithment, ardour, gratitude and delight: and
he will with to go with the full force of his {oul
into-fuch fublime ftrains of worfhip every day of
his life, whilft here below. And I cannot pofiibly
with my reader a greater pleafure on this fide
heaven, than that he may, every moment of his
life, be difpofed to cry out perfonally, and in a
focial manner, Worthy is the Lamb that was
Nain, to receive PowEeR, and RICHES, and wis-
poM, and STRENGTH, and HONOUR, and GLORY,
and BLEssING. And again to repeat the noble
ftrain every hour, BLEssiNG, and HONOUR, and

GLORY,
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GLORY, and POWER, be unto nium that fitteth upon
the throne, and unto the L.ams for ever and ever.

Concrusion of the work, in a practical M-
PROVEMENT of the wHoLE.

Let us ftudy more than ever to know Chrift in
his whole charalter as Gop* and man, conneéted
with us n all the moft endearing relations that
can ever enter into the human underftanding. Let
us exercife the molt realizing and lively faith in
his revelation, perfon and offices, and grace.

Let

* In order to {trengthen ferious young chriftians in the grand
fundamental principles of the gofpel, it will be pmper‘ and right
to fhew them the amazing difficulties which clog the Socinian
sCHEME, and fink it for ever,

We all agree with our opponents, that Gob is a being infinitely
good; but we ftrenuoufly maintain, that, on their principle, he
hath not provided for us vile finners a {uthcient and fure ground
for hope in his goodnefs; becaufe we can demonftrate, Gop is
equally juft as he is good ; and we know ourfelves to be exceed-
ingly guilty before Gob; we can make no fatisfattion to juftice
for our crimes; we have no righteoufnefs of our own, nor can
any creature provide us with it; for there is not an angel in
heaven that has one good thought to fpare: therefore, on Soci-
nian pr'mciples we are loft; we perifh without help, and without
hope to eternity.

We charge our opponents with this abfurdity, which loads their
{cheme, that the writers of the Scriptures have expreffed them-
felves like ftrange, wild, irrational men, afcribing Deity to a
meer man in a vaft variety of places in their writings; and they
have talked ftrongly concerning a price of redemption, a recon.
ciliation by a facrifice, and a furety bearing fin, dying for fin,
and for finners : and yet there is no fuch thing properly ; it is all

' figurative
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Let us put our utmoft truft and confidence in his
faithfulnefs, and exert the moft vigorous hope in
his mercy and promifes. Let us love him with
valt admiration and efteem, with unlimited be-
nevolence and delight. Let us give free {cope to
the fulleft joys in him, and our vital coanexions
with him. Let us feek above all things to have

Ll the

figurative and metaphorical : and as to a real redemption, recon-
ciliation, and fatisfadtion, made by the death of Chrift, it is all
a falthood, a lye; there is no {uch thing ; it is 2 meer delufion.

We bave another obfervation to make, which loads the Soci-
oian {cheme : on their principles, the greatef number of the moft
wife and learned and holy men, in all ages, have been in the
greatelt errofs, concerning the true object of worfhip, and the
true method of acceptance with Gop. We allow, that in the
latter end of the fecond century, Theodotus, citizen of Byzan-
tium (now Conflantinople) pretended that Chrift was no other
than a meer man, 192+ 2 few years after, Artemon held the fame;
Paul, of Samofata, bithop of Antioch, was the third, 272 ; and
Photinus was the fourth, who held the fame principle, 330.~See
Lampe' Ecclefiaftical Hiftory, 12mo. page r49; with Dr. Owen's
preface to his an{wer to Biddle, the Socinian, 4to. 1655. After
thefe four, there arofe Leelius Socinus, in Italy, 1¢60; and Fauftus
Socinus, his nephew, and their followers : an account of which
may be feen in Mr. Toulmin’s life of Fauftus Socinius, 8vo. lately
publifhed, Now if thefe few men only have known the truth,
tlien millions of men of equal parts, learning, and penetration,
have been in the worlt of errors; they have been guite blind,
with refpeét to the genuine meaning of the‘Scr«iptures, in their
moft important and effential truths and principles.—Dr. Owen,
Dr. Bates, Mr. Howe, Charnock, bithop Bull, the great Humphry
Ditton, and Dr. Waterland, were all blind, miftaken idolaters,
with thoufands and millions more in all ages of the chriftian

church.,
Fhefe
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the deepeft peace of con{cience through his atone-
ment, and the greatefl tranquility and ferenity of
mind through his divine and infinite righteoutnefs.
Let us feel the utmoft contentment and fatis-
faction in him, if we have no earthly comfort to

{upport and pleafe us, Hab. iil. 17. Let us exert
an unbounded gratitude and thankfulnefs arifing
from

Thefe writers of the Bible have impofed upon us with firange,
mylterious nonfenfe; and yet they have perfuaded millions to
believe this jargon, and depend upon their ftupid, filly ftuff for
life and falvation.

On Socinian principles,—all the exPERIENCE of fober, wife,
good, and learned men, who have believed the doétrine of the
Trinity and the fatisfaltion of Chrift, hath been all lyes and de-
lufion, becaufe thofe doftrines have no exiffence in the Bible, and
therefore they never gave them one particle of true folid com-
fost from Goo in their whole lives.

On their principles we urge this abfardity, « That a fovereign,
wile, and good Gop; a Gop of holinefs, juftice, truth, fincerity,
veracity, and faithfulnefs ; has ftood by, and looked on for feven-
teen hundred years: he has feen the error and delufion of the
doftrine of the Trinity, and the fatisfattion of Chrift prevail
amongft millions of the bett of men, and the braveft of witnefles
and martyrs for his gofpel ; and he bath not interpofed to unde-
ceive them and fet them right in watters ot fuch vaft importance,
in which the glory of his wfinite perfeltions and their happinefs
were moft deeply and eternally concerned.

That the doltrine of the Trinity, and the divinity of Chritt;
and the diviaity of the Holy Spirir, with fatisfattion made by
the death of Chrift, fliould be all lyes and delufion ; and that the
few Socinians, who have lived in the feveral ages of the church
for feventeen hundred years paft, fhould be the only men of fa-
gacity and honefty to find out and expofe the cheat: that they
fhould be the only judicious and honeft few, who have had the

courage
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from a moft delightful fenfe of his bleflings, and
a clear fenfe of his beauty and benevolence. Let
us preferve and cherith the moft humble confci-
oufnefs of our guilt, unworthinefs, and depen-
dence : and let us be willing to deny ourfelves of
any worldly enjoyment for the fake of his will
and honour, Let us be refigned to the orders of
his providence, the commands of his law, and the
influences of his fpirit. Let us exercife the

Lll2 utmoft

oourage amongft miilions to detet falthood, umravel delufions,
difcern capital errors, and expofe impofition on the human un-
derftanding : they are the only men of fenfe, of learning, of
{cience, of wifdom, of genius, of fagacity, of honefty, of for-
titude, and zeal, to tell the real truth, and defend it by their
preaching, their converfation, and by their learned labours from
the pen and the prefs ; no other men ever equalled them in wif-
dom, zeal, and honetty, for aear {ix thoufund years paft,

Upon the whole, the Socinian fcheme has no clear, rational, or
feriptural evidence to fupport it; they have no folid pleas and
arguments to back their fcheme. The objections againit them
are firong and unanfwerable; their ends are jgnoble and bafe,
very dithonourable to Gep, and moft degrading to the immortal
fouls of men ; they have no found advantages for holinefs and
fublime virtue ; they have very low conceptions of the holinefs of
Gobp, and of that holinefs in us, without which we can never fee
and enjoy Gop; their fcheme affords no fweet comforts in life,
no itrong confolations under trials and troubles, no folid fupports
againft the approaches and terrors of death.

In fine, their fcheme impoverithes the noble charater of Gon,
ecliples the perfon and glory of Chrift, and reduces him down to
a creature and a meer cypher as a faviour; they make the Bible
a more abfurd book than the Alcoran, as hath been well de-
monftrated by Mr. John Macgowan, in his Socinianifin brought

to
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utmoft patience in waiting his pleafure, in expell-
ing his favours, in bearing his rod, and in work-
ing for his glory all through life: thus, let waiting,
expefting, bearing, and working patience, have
her perfect work, James i.4. Let us in Chrift’s
ftrength, exert the moft firm and noble fortitude,
in the performance of all religious exercifes, in
bearing all aflictions; in fichting all our [piritual
enemies; and in bravely meeting death at our laft
hour: thus we fhall richly glorify the power and
grace of Chrift. Let us exercife the moft gene-

rous

to the Teft, gvo. 1773, and by Mr. Abraham Booth, in his new
edition of Abbadie on the Divinity of Chrift, 12mo. 1777, Their
fcheme robs Gop of the glory of his natural, eflential, and im-
mutable juftice; undervalues the divine and iufinite {atistaétion
of Chrift, and reduces it to a cypher, a bubble, and a dream
this fcheme makes nothing of fin, for upon their plan, it is no
greater crime to offend Gob than to offend man, becaufe if they
allowed it to be a more heinous offence to fin againft Gop than
againft a fellow-creature, it muft be infinitely more on account of
the infinitude of the objet: but this they will not allow, but
utterly deny; and confequently they are obliged to afirm, that
it is no greater evil to offend Gop than a fellow worm. Their
fcheme defpifes and vilifies fouls, denies their iinmortality, and
athirms that they die with the body like the foul of a bealt. Their
{y{tem gives no hope to one awakened and diftreffed confcience in
the world ; makes no provifion at all for the power, and beauty,
and pleafure of vital religion in the foul; it impoverithes and
tarpifhes all the glory of public worihip in every branch of it;
and deftroys all the meaning of Chrilt's offices, as the teacher,
the faviour, and the governor of fouls. And their whole fcheme
s calculated to ruin all our comfortable tranfactions with Gon,
and bring our affairs for eternity to the molt defperate iffic

nnaginable,
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rous ardour and zeal for Gop our Saviour: letus
defend his honour to the very utmoft, at the
hazard and even the expence of our blood and
life : let as be zealous for his gofpel, and his
caufe and intereft in the church and the world:
let us love his glorious ordinances and the pure
worfhip and difcipline of hishoufe: let us exerta
wife and noble ardour of foul againft all errorsin
doctrine, efpecially all fuch as affect the grand
eflentials of revealed religion: let us be zealous
againlt idolatry and all kinds of falfe and corrupt
worfhip: and let us be equally zealous againft all
luft and impurity of our hearts, and all forts of
immorality in practice: let us figh and mourn
for the fins of the nation and in the churches:
let us be zealous 1n all the duties. of religion,
and in the-propagation of the intereft of Chrift: let
all preachers be exceedingly zealous to preach his
glorious gofpel in the very beft manner: let us
exercife a noble and beautiful ardour in prayer,
in praife, in hearing and reading the infpired
Scriptures of Gob, in fhewing love to all the
faints: let all good men be the obje&ts of our
 zeal; and let us have as fervent a mind or zeal
to make all good men happy, as the Corinthians,
in their beft frames, had towards the apottle
Paul, 2 Cor. vii. 7. be zealous in coveting the
beft gifts, 1 Cor. xii. 31. and let us feek, that
we may excell, for the edifying of the church,
1 Cor,
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1 Cor. xiv. 12. let us glorify Chrift by the nobleft
a&ts of wifdom and prudence, in our whole con-
duct towards Gop and man: let us perform all
our duties with fimplicity and godly fincerity :
Yet us ftudy to pleafe Chrift in all things, to the
utmo(t extent of our powers; becaufe, with the
upright Chnft will fthew himfelf upright, by
giving the moft {uitable and rich aflitance of his
Holy Spirit, at all times and upon all occafions :
et us aim at the noblet heights of {piritual
mindednefs, and the beft degrees of an mory
tasTE for all chat is great and good and beautiful
in the revelation of Gop, and in the works of
creation and falvation: let us preferve a good
confcience towards Gop our favieur, 1 Peter
1. 19. let us fee to it that our confciences are
truly enlightened by the Spirit of Gob, well
purged and pacified by the blood of Gop, and
well dire@ed and regulated by the ward of Gop:
let us live a life of communion with Gop the
¥Father in love, a life of communion with Gop
the Son in grace, in the grace of his perfon, and
the grace of his fulnefs for us: let us live a life
of communion with Gop the Spirit in his 1llu-
minations and ftrong confolations in eyery trial,
affiion, and duty of gofpel obedience.—See
all the above graces defcribed and judicioully
amplified by Dr. Gill, in his moft excellent work,
intituled, a Booy of Practicar DiviNity, 4to.

1770; with Dr. Owen, on communion with
Gop,
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Gob, 1657 ; and Mr. Brine, on growth in grace
and communion with Gop, in his admirable
Treatife on various Subjedts, 8vo. 1750,

Upon the wuoLg, our fcriptural views of the
divinity of Chrift have infinite advantages above
the Socinian fcheme: we have brighter views of
the glorious chara&er of Gop; we exalt the Lord
Jefus to the very uttermoft, to the glory of Gop
the Father; we fet the Old and New Teftament
in the moft noble and endearing point of light;
we give the utmoft glory to the natural and im-
mutable juftice of Gop; we evince the redemp-
tion, the facrifice and fatisfaltion of Chriff, to be
divine and infinite; we demonftrate {in to be an
infinite evil and offence againft Gop, as it ftrikes
at all poflible and infinite good, and fixes a ftain
in the foul through an infinite duration; we do,
on our principles, demonftrate the real immorta-
lity and infinite worth of the foul, as it coft the
Son of Goo more than all the angels in heaven
to redeem it. Qur fcheme furnifhes all poffible
eacouragement to awakened finners and diftrefied
coniciences ; and nourifhes, in the richeft man-
ner, all the power and glory of vital religion in
the foul: 1t provides for the utmoft dignity and
pleafure of all the parts of public worthip; and
reprefents Chrift’s three offices as full of wifdom,
worthinefs, grace, and ¢fficacy, for all the purpofes

of
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of happinefs; and invincibly fecures for us an
happy iffue of all our tranfaltions with Goo
for eternity.

Thus, my dear reader, you fee that we have
brighter evidences of the truth on our fide——we
have ftronger pleas and arguments to back our
{cheme—we have fewer objetions againft us,
than our opponents have againft them—we have
nobler ends in view, and more advantages for
holinefs and brighter virtue—we have on our
fide fweeter and ftronger comforts from Gob,
and better grounds for folid, deep peace with
divine juftice—we have more fubftantial fupports
under all the trials of life, and terrors of death,
than they have: and therefore we are determined
in our attachment to.- Chrift, and will always fay,

with the greateft apoftle, Gop forbid that we
thould glory, fave in the crofs of our Lord Jefus
Chrift.

—————— A S e st e

Selest B O O K S.

I The oLp ScuemE and NEw compared as t0 ANTIQUITY,
fermon X. The oLp ScHEME preferable to the New on many.
accounts, fermon XI. CuRiostTy to be avoided, fermon XII,~—
See thirteen fermons concerning the doftrine of the trinity,
preached at the merchant’s lefture at Salter’s-Hall, 1719, 1720,
by the calm, pacific, and ablg Dr. Epmunp Cavamy. Thefe
fermons are remarkable for clearnefs of thoaght, and difcover
great dignity and calmnefs of mind in the author.

If. A farther vindication of Chrift's Divinary, by Dr.
WATERLAND, 8V0. 1724.

III. The importance of the doftrine of the Hory TrimiTY
afterted, by Dr. WaTirLAND, 8Vo. 1724,
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The tranflation of a paffage from Dr. LowTn’s
Pr&LECTIONES, promifed vol, 1. p. 161, Vid,
Lowth’s Pralett. 20. p. 273. 8vo. 1763.

I will add one of thofe prophecies of Balaam,
which I juft now referr’d to, and of which I
am frequently making mention, For there is
nothing in any part of the Hebrew poefy, more
finely polifhed, or more exquifitely beautiful.
But this prophecy, of which I am now fpeak-
ing, abounds with the moft lively and fplendid
images, all drawn from pature, It is moreover
in a particular manner bright with the painting
and flowery ornaments of ftyle, and with a rich
variety of bold figures. If I attempt to give a
faint imitation of it in latin verfe, or if I here-
after make an attempt on other parts of facred
writ, you, gentlemen of the univerfity, will
exercife your candour, in putting a favourable

conftru&tion on my endeavours.

Ah! happy Jacob! heav’n’s firft beft delight !
Around thy tents what various beauties thine !
Rich vales, fair op’ning on the ravifh’d fight,
And gardens, frefh with living brooks, are thine,
Along thy facred groves, and filver ftreams,
Sece heauteous grees in lovely order rife !
Here bleeds the balfam all it’s fpicey fteams ;

There the proud cedar meets the bending fkies !
Fos

Mmm
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For thee the tendri] drops with balmy dews,

While living ftreams thy nurfling fruits befriend ;
"Thy king has blefs’d thy plains—and curs’d thy foes

And fill will curfe thy foes, and ftill thy plains extend.
On Nile’s proud banks thy God his pow’r difplay’d,

And led thee cong’rer from thy flaughter’d foe ;
Fir'd with new ftrength, and warm’d with heav’nly aid,

With gen’rous pride how did thy bofom glow !
T'hus have I feen acrofs fome ditant hill,

With flying feet, the mountain oryx glide ;
Free as the air, he mov’d at large; and ftill

Tow’rds the wide heav’ns he wav’d his horned pride.
Soon fhalt thou all thy ftubborn foes devour;;

Soon their crufh’d bones fhall round thy tents be

{pread ;

Shatter’d their fpears fhall lie, and harm no more;

No more infeft thy tents, and fill thy plains with dead.
‘When the young brindled lion couches low,

What daring beaft fhall rouze the flumb’ring king ;
Soon would his breaft with wild refentment glow,

And the deep foreft round with howlings ring,
Thus thofe, who wifh thee blefs’d, fhall bleffings fee,
But ruin feize the wretch, that ruin wifhes thee !
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