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and without any controul ; faying, Who is Lord
over me? Pf. xif. 5. This is indeed to ufurp the
majelty of the supreme Bring. But how can
&op the Son {uffer this to go unpunithed ? unlefs
we can {fuppofe, he can bear any creature to be
equal to him; which would be an open denial of
his own fupremacy, majefty, and excellence : but
this 1s utterly iMpossiBLE, becaufe he then ap-
pears glorious in the eyes of finners, when he
infli¢ts puNisHMENT on thofe who throw con-
tempt upon his pieNITY, prerogatives, and ma-
jefty. Thus he fwears, that all the earth fhall
be filled with the glory of Gob, by deftroying
the finners in the wildernefs, Numb. x1v. 10.—
See an admirable demonftration of the holinefs
of Chrift in the renowned Dr. Witfius’s (Econo-
my of the Covenants, book 1. chap. v. fet:
xxii.--xl, If ever 1 faw the cleareft and moft
convincing reafoning and evidence, it is to be
found in thefe noble and excellent {feftions on the
pENAL saNcTioN of the MoraL rLaw. 1 wifh
from my foul 1 had been well acquainted with
them above forty years ago!

Uszes of the moriness of CHRisT,

1. See the abfolute neceffity of REGENERATION,
in order to enjoy the prefence of Chrift in this
life, and in the kingdom of heaven. Ou bleffed
Tord has fixed his determination, that except a

man
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man be born again he cannot fee the kingdom of
Gop, John iii. 3. He repeats his immutable de-
cree: he cannot enter inte the kingdom of Gop,
ver. 5. he cannot enjoy the bleflings of the gof-
pel; he cannot perform one aét of gofpel obedi-
~ence; he cannot enjoy the glories of heaven; he
cannot perform the duties of heaven; he hath no
clear fenfe of the beauty of Chrift; he has no
holy tafte or relith for the holinefs of Chrift; he
hath no efteem for his perfon; no defire of union
with him; no good-will to his intereft and king-
dom; no delight in his prefence and love. O!!
the mifery of unconverted finners; they are with-
out divine life, a divine babit, a divine image,
an impreflion of the divine law, deftitute of a
divine change, and ignorant of the nature and
beauty of the new and divine birth.

2. How happy are all true chriftians, who are
conformed to the holinefs of Chrift, and have a
clear fenfe of the beauty and fullnefs of Chrift.
Such perfons muft be happy, becaufe they have
a tafte for all that is holy, fublime, and good in
heaven and earth. This is the higheft honour
and happinefs that a rational creature can poflefs
in time and eternity: to have a vital, {piritual
power to feel pleafure in all the goodnels and
{potlefs purity of Gob; to feel our underftand-
ing, will, affetions, confcience, memory, and
imagination al} full of light, life, ftrength, holi-

nefs,
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nefs, and joy in Chrift. This is heaven begun
in the foul, becaufe holinefs is the goodnefs and
dignity, the beauty and pleafure of the mind.
The very effence of religion is goodnefs, beauty,
and pleafure: as the effence of fin is malignity
and mifchief, uglinefs, deformity, pain, and
eternal mifery!

3. Love Chrift for his holinefs with the maft
intenfe ardour and delight. You cannot have a
better evidence of your real converfion to Gop
than to love him for his holinefs, A delight in
holinefs is a {fure mark of an intereft in Chrift, or
that you have a right to call him all your own for
ever: and a better mark of grace there never
was, nor ever will or can be, than to love the
bright and burning holinefs of Gop with all the
colleCted force of our immortal powers and affec-
tions ; and to joy in Gob the Saviour with un-
bounded admiration and efteem, with unlimited
benevolence and gratitude, becaufe he is a good,
a bountiful, and an holy Gobo.—Read Charnock,
on the holinefs of Gon. Dr. Gill, on the ho-
linefs of Goo, Body of Div. vol. I. Charnock,
on regeneration, vol. IL folio, Guthrie’s Trial
of an Intereft in Chrift, 12mo. This excellent
book on the Trial of a faving Intereft in Chrift,
by Mr. William Guthrie, Dr. Owen ufed always
to carry in his pocket with his Greek Teftament;

and
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and he ufed to fay, there was more divinity in
that little book than in all the folio volumes he
himfelf had written, I can atteft it’s incompa-
rable ufe and excellence after an attention to it
from April 1741, which is near 42 Years.

4. Imitate the holinefs of Chrift with the ut-
moft zeal and ardour of {oul. Seek to Gop the
Holy Spirit to cherifh and nourifh the new and
divine principle he has created within you. ¥o-
linefs is a new and {piritual principle infufed into
the foul by the Spirit of Gob, and preferved alive
by him every moment; yea, from moment to
moment; for it cannot live of itfelf independent
of Gob the Spirit. It is his agency which afiifts
this principle to exert itfelf various ways to the
glory of Gop, and to the comfort and joyous
advantage of thofe who are the fubjeds of this
holinefs.

Horinzss fees the need of Chrift, his fuitable-
nefs to our fouls, and applies to him for life and
falvation.

Hoviness loves and delights in heavenly
things: 1in the underftanding it is an appre-
henfion or perception of the excellent and glori-
ous nature of Gop: in the will it is a clofing
with Chrift, and an adhefion to all holy objetts
in heaven and earth: in the affettions it is a de-

light
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light in them as holy and fpiritual. Delight in
heavenly objelts, as pure, holy, and fpiritual;
and as {weetly agreeable to our own holy nature,
powers, and paffions. No alls of delight in
Chrift can ever arife in an unfan&tified mind.

Holinefs hopes for better things than it hath
in prefent pofleflion. Holinefs has good things
now to enjoy; but there are richer things in
hope, in right, and profpe&: it expeéts celeftial
glory and happinefs in Gop the Redeemer. The
chriftian hopes to be eternally, in a future world,
in communion with Gop, where he now is in
defire.—This fpiritual principle exerts itfelf in an
holy awe and reverence of Gop’s omniprefent
perfections : it difpofes the mind to fubmit to the
will of Chrift in providence, whether fad or
joyful, profperous or adverfe.—Holinels is a
difpofition to practice all the branches of the beft
MoRAL VIRTUE towards all mankind., Holinefs
cafts contempt and fcorn on all the perithing
things of this vain world, when compared with
cternity.—See Bifhop Hopkins, on the Vanity
of the World, a new edition juft publifhed, pr.
4d. fold by Denham.—Holinefs came from
heaven; thatis it’s proper centre ; and thither it
tends, Our affeions are placed on the nobleft
obje&s, which fajnts in glory view with wonder
and delight.

This
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This divine principle of holinefs aims at the
glory of Gop the Redeemer, in all it’s altions,
Real grace is the moft generous principle in the
world; indeed there is no truly generous principle
in the world but this gracious one. Grace is not
a fordid, felfith thing; it feeks not it’s own
honour, but the glory of the Gop of all grace,
from whom it is derived. Unlefs we defign the
olory of Gob in our alts of obedience, there is
nothing of true holinefs in our thoughts, words,
or altions.

IV. Curist hath the jusTice of Gob.

Juftice is his ardent regard to the rights of
the divine nature; his regard to his own perfonal
rights, and the rights of his people, invariably

at all times, and upon all occafions.

From this eternal and immutable perfection of
jultice, he prefcribes equal laws as the fupreme
governor, and difpenfes equal rewards and punith-
ments as the {fupreme judge.

His infinite bleflednefs evinces his jufltice; he
hath no need to be unjuft to gain what he has
not, becaufle he is felf-fufficient and felf-fatisfied;
he feels an infinite joy in his own exiftence and
perfonal excellencies; he hathan invariable recti-
tude of inclination to do whatever his vaft under-

ftanding perceives and ditates to be proper and
Fff richt
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right to be.done. The rules and meafures of ali
his actions and difpenfations are wife and beauti-
ful.  The rational and juft laws which Chrift
hath written on the hearts of all mankind evince
his justice. His adjufting the manner and
method of our duty to Gop and mankind, fo as
to make it the mott eafy, rational, and pleafant,
and the beft fitted to our nobleft end and happi-
nefs, thews his ardent love of juftice, and his re-
gards to the rights of Gop and man. The ftrong
fenfe and underftanding of all the beft and
brighteft beings in the univerfe; angels, and good
men, their honeft confent and free confeflions,
clearly evince the perfet juftice of Chrift. Even
the brighteft fouls of men, in the light and fire
of heaven, declare the fpotlefs juftice of Chrift,
Just and true are thy ways, thou king of faints;
for thou only art holy: thy judgments, i.e. thy

wife and juft determinations are manifeft, Rev.
XV. 3. 4.%

The iffue and event of Chrift’s darkeft difpen-
{ations of providence, demonftrate his perfect
end holy juftice. There are many dark and in-
comprehenfible providences in the world, and in
the church of Chrift; but the iffue of all will be
bright and beautiful. He will bring forth his
righteoufnefs as the light, and his judgments,

1. e.

* SIN is always followed with pain. VIRTUE and HOLINESsS

is attended with pleafure. This is a ftriking evidence of the
justicE of Chrift.
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i.e. his wife determinations, as the noon day,
Pf. xxxvii. 6. See this great and ferious {fubject
fet in a clear light, by the Rev. Mr. Jofeph
Collett, in his Treatife of Providence, 8vo. 1741.
In which he gives Ten remarkable fadts, which
appear in the world and the church: fats which
are quite myfterious and incomprehenfible, but
which iffue in a bright difplay of the juftice of
Chrift. Mr. Halyburton treats the fame fubject
in a judicious manner, in his excellent fermon
on Jehovah Jireh; he fhews fix critical times of
diftrefs to the true chriftian, in which the juftice
of Chrift brightly appears towards his people.
So that we may fafely and furely conclude, that
Gop is juft and wife in all his ways.

The juftice of Chrift appears in his admitting
all his people into heaven, for four thoufand
years, only on the credit of his own death and
{atisfaction. Chrift did not defire one foul to be
admitted into glory, but on the credit of a pay-
ment in his own blaod: he willingly gave his
bond and oath to his pIviNE FATHER, that not
the foul of a patriarch, of a prophet, or a worthy
king; not the foul of the great ftatefman Daniel, |
nor the three heroes who dared the flames for the
honour of Gop, fhould be admitted into heaven,
but on the credit of his own oath, his bond, and
payment in blood. He was heartily willing that
no apoftle, or martyr rolled in blood, fhould be

Fffa admitted
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admitted into the divine prefence, but on the
credit of infinitely better blood than that of any
meer man, even the precious blood of Gob.

The juftice of Chrift fhines out through all the
worlds of heaven, earth, and hell; in the pro-
vifion he made for the honour of the divine
nature, by his obedience, fufferings, and death.
This is fuch an a&ion of the eternal Son of Gob,
as mult for ever fill devils and bad men with
terror; angels with pleafing furprize; and re-
deemed {ouls with aftonifhment and boundlefs
GRATITUDE. In this alion, Chrift appeared for
a time as though he valued the glory of juftice
above his own foul and life, yea above all his
other perfections.

Usts of the justice of CHrisT.

Use 1. Terror to all impenitent {inners: alf
that go on in {in muft neceffarily be for ever loft.
Infidelity and mmpenitence muft bring on utter
ruin. The juftice of Chrift will punifh guilty
fouls. We, therefore, knowing the terrors of
the Lord, perfuade men,

Use 2. The ways of Chrift cannot be unjuft,
harfh, or unkind; his ways rowards us muft be
juft, and right, and good; and the ways he pre-
fcribes for us to walk in towards him muft be
right and pleafant: there is nothing harfh or un-

reafonable
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reafonable in any of his laws. His ways are
ways of pleafantnefs, and all his paths are peace.
—See Henry and Grove, on the pleafures of
religion.

Use 3. Is Chrift juft? then never make light
of one fin; becaufe fin makes light of divine
juftice ; fin makes light of our own immortal
fouls; fin makes light of the obedience and
blood of Gop; fin makes light of the wrath of
Gop, and the eternal torments of hell.—See
Stennett’s poem on Fools make a Mock of Sin.

Usk 4. Imitate the juftice of Chrift, and con-
vince the world that he is a juft Gopo, and a
Saviour: be juft in your temper; juft in your
words; juft in your adtions; juft to your pro-
mifes and contrats; juft in your friendfhips and
converfation; and juft by obferving a due mo-
deration, even in your refentments.—See Dr.
Watts, on the univerfal rule of juftice; Dr,
Wright, on juftice in all it’s branches, 8vo.
Dr. Evans on juftice, in his Chriftian Temper,
vol. II. Dr. Tillotfon’s moft wife fermon on the
golden rule, in the morning exercife; and Mr.
John Mafon on juftice, in his fermons on Curis-
TiaN Morats, vol. II. 8vo.

Use 5. Form no fufpicious apprehenfions of

a juft Gop and Saviour: his ways may be dark,
his heart cannot be unjusT ; his condu& cannot
be
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be unkind. There can be nothing wrong in the
purpofes, or the words, or the actions of a wife,
good, holy, and juft Redeemer. Love him,
keep clofe to him, delight in his juftice, and
then you will always find that this glorious attri-
bute will carry you victorioufly over all your {ins
and trials, and cheerfully through all the duties
of gratitude, obedience, and praife.

V. Curist hath the TRUTH, SINCERITY, VERA-
city, and rarTHFULNESS of Gop.

TrutH, In exiftence, is the nature of things:
truth, in apprehenfion, is the conformity of our
conceptions to the nature of things: truth, in
expreflion, is the conformity of our werds to our
conceptions.  Chrift 1s the truth in all thefe
views. I am the truth, John xiv. 6. 1. e. the
truth in exiftence, 1n apprehenfion, in expreffion.

Sincer1TY 18 the upright intention of his heart,
to advance his own glory, and the eternal hap-
pinefs of his people. VEeraciry is the ardent
inclination of his will, to fpeak the real fenfe
of his mind whenever he fpeaks at all to his
ereatures,

He fpeaks the delightful fenfe of his own mind
in all his promifes of f{piritual and temporal
BLESSINGS.

He fpeaks the dreacful fenfe of his own mind

in
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in all his threatenings of temporal and fpiritual
MISERIES,

FaiTuruLwess is the conformity of aions to
all his promifes and threatenings: he fpeaks
nothing but what he fincerely thinks; and he will
do every thing in juftice and in grace, which he
has exprefled in his threatenings and promifes.

He is a moft upright Gop, and with the up-
right he will thew himfelf upright, Pf. xviii. 2s.
He will fhew himfelf upright in the free pardon
of all fin; he will fhew himfelf upright in hearing
and anfwering all fincere prayers ; he will thew
himfelf upright in putting an honour on all the
exercifes of vital faith and love; he will thew
himfelf upright in fupporting and comforting us
~1n all forts of trouble and forrow ; he will thew
the integrity of his heart to all perfons of real
integrity, i.e. ardent lovers of juftice and truth;
he will fhew himfelf upright in making his grace
fufficient for all our duties and difficulties; ke
will thew himfelf upright in making all events of
- providence work together for good, to them that
love Gop, Rom. viii. 28.—He will demonftrate
and difplay all his glorious uprightnefsin cherith-
ing and increafing vITAL GODLINESS in every re-
generate foul, till it arrives to the full refemblance
and fruition of Gop. Godlinefs hath the promife
of both worlds, ¥ Tim. iv. 8. Godlinefs, with

contentment,
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contentment, is great gain, I Tim.vi.6. Who
will or can harm you if you be followers of Gob
in his goodnefs, 1 Pet. iii. 13. In keeping thy
commands is great reward, Pf. xix. 11. When
a man’s ways. pleafe the Lord, he maketh even
his enemies to be at peace with him, Prov. xvi.7.
—See the faithfulnefs of Gop the Redeemer, dif-
played in alight as bright as ten thoufand funs,
by the great Robert Fleming in his Fulfilling of
the Scripture, in three parts, 8vo. and folio. See
Dr. Newton’s differtations on the Fulfilment of
the Prophecies, 3 vols. 8vo. See an abridgment
of them in the fecond volume of our Contempla-
tions, page 4t--176. Mr. Bennett on the Infpi-
ration of Scripture, 8vo. 1730. And Fleming
on Fulfilling of Scripture, in verfe, by John
Ryland, jun.

Uses of the raiTuruLNeEss of CurisT.

Use 1. Imrtate his faithfulnefs towards Gop
and towards the whole world. Be faithful to the
perfon and glory of Chrift. Do not perfidioufly
betray the honour of his fupreme and eternal
charater, as Goo over all, blefled for evermore,
Treat him as being what he i1s: be zealous to
make him known in the mott illuftrious manner,
to the very uttermoft of your capacity : aim at
nothing fo much as to pleafe Chrift in all your
thoughts, words, and actions: {earch into all the

wonders
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wonders of his attributes and aftions: apply,
with the utmoft ardour of foul, to the difplay of
his perfon and grace: paint, in the moft lively
colours, all the divine and human excellencies
which relate to his incomparable and wonderful
chara&er: let it be your glory and joy to do every
thing, to fay every thing to make him appear
Jovely and adorable: and to allure perifhing
finners to clof: with him with their whole heart,
and be for ever happy in his boundlefs love.

Use 2. Compare all his promifes and provi-
dences rogether, and obferve how his providence
fulfills his promifes and threatenings to all good
men, and to all bad men in the whole worldi—
Read the excellent book of Mr. Jofeph Alleine,
intituled, the Voice of Gop in his Promifes, Svo.
1766, Keith; and the Voice of Gobo in his
threatenings, in,that excellent but unknown book
of Farru and PracTick, colleéted intirely from
the fcriptures, by the Rev. Huca Gasrtow, 8vo,
1764, Becket, in the Strand: this is the beft
fcriptural body of divinity for young ftudents
and inquifitive chriftians I ever faw, and I with
it well wrought into the head and heart of every
lover  Chrift in the world.

VI. Curist hath the sgLr-surriciENcy and the
ALL-SUFFICIENCY of Gob.

He exifted with his divine Father millions and
Ggg millions
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mulions of ages before the world began, and
had as perfe& a felf-fufficiency for his own happi-
nefs in the divine nature as he hath now; he felt
an infinite felf-fatisfaction and joy in the con-
templation of his own boundlefs and lovely per-
fettions ; and he had no need to produce worlds
of rational creatures to make himfelf happy.

CHrisT is ALL-surricieNT for the happinels
of his people. He has laid himfelf under moft
aftonithing bonds in his proMIsEs and oaTH, to
do moft amazing things for millions of {ouls now
exifting on earth, and millions of millions yet
unborn. He has entered into moft generous
contralts with his people, to give them all the
bleffings of nature, grace, and glory; as they
are needful for his honour, and their temporal
and ecernal happinefs.—See a rich colleftion of
the promifes by the excellent Dr. Samuel Clark,
late of St. Alban’s; with a moft judicious intro-
duction, fhewing the excellency of the promifes,
and the right manner of applying to them for
relief; with a recommendation by Dr. Watts,
12mo. Buckland.

VII. Curist hath the abfolute prrFrcTION,
HAPPINESS, and cLoryY of Gob.

He is perfe® in his nature and manner of
exiftence, as a divine perfon {ubfifting with the
Father
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Father in the Gopuean. No perfeftion of Gou
is wanting to him: no property, effential to the
being of Gop, is abfent from him. He is in the
form of Gon, Philip. 1i. 6. He thinks it no
a& of robbery to claim a full equality with
his divine Father. He is the brightne{s of his
glory, and the exprefs image of his perfon,
Heb. 1. 3. Every attribute of Chrift is perfect:
his eternity is perfect, or he isabfolutely pofleflfed
of the higheft manner of unfucceffive duration,
equally with the Father: his omniprefence is
abfolutely perfett, fo that nothing can be wanting
to make him more omniprefent than he is: his
immutability i1s fo perfe&t, that he cannot be
more unchangeable than he is: his life is perfe&t,
fo that nothing is wanting to make him the living
and true Gop: his almighty power is perfeét;
there is no weaknefs in him: a weak Gobp 1s an
abfurdity, or a contradittion of ideas in the human
underftanding : his knowledge, as Gopb, is per-
fe&, fo as to admit of no lofs and no increafe
from eternity to eternity: his will is perfetly
right in every thing, and his dominion is 2 moft
perfe&t and abfolute domninion over all worlds,
~down to the moft minute infet and atom in
the univerfe.

His dignity is moft perfect; nothing is wanting
to make it complete : his prerogatives are abfo-
Ggg 2 Iucely
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lutely perfe®, and his tafte or clear fenfe of the
noble, the beautiful, and the affe®ing, in the
nature of Gon, of angels, and of men, is abfo-
lutely perfe&t. That is to fay, Chrift takes a
perfect pleafure in the attributes and a&ions of
the divine perfon of his Father, himfelf, and his
bleffed Spirit: he has a clear fenfe of the beauty
of holinefsin all good men on earth, and in all
faints and angels in glory: he is perfect in all his
amiable and awful arrecTioNs; fo that nothing
can be added or taken away from them fo much
as in thought or conception, unlefs we would run
into an abfurdity in our ideas.

His wispom and prudence are perfect; his
GooDNEss, love, mercy, patience, and grace, are
all fo perfeét, that nothing can be conceived more
perfe€t in the divine Father. His holinefs is
ablolutely perfet ; nothing can ftain it; nothing
can increafeit. His juftice is perfett; nothing
can increafe it; nothing can diminifh it. His
TRUTH, fincerity, and faithfulnefs, are fo perfet,
that nothing in Gop the Father can be more fo:
and nothing can be added to his faithfulnefs, to
his word in heaven, earth, or hell ; although the
difplays and exertions of all thefe attributes may
become more clear, bright, and ftriking to mil-
lions of rational creatures every hour to the end
of time, and to eternity,

His
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His seLF-sUFFICIENCY and HAPPINESS aFe abe
folutely perfect. Nothing can be added ; nothing
can be fubtralted or taken away from his happi-
nefs. If you confider happinefs as confifting in
grandeur and dominion—wealth and riches—
wifdom and knowledge—might and ftrength—
joy and delight—honour, dignity, and eternal
fame,—Chrift pofieffes and enjoys them all in the
moft unbounded manner equal, every way equal
with Gop the Father, who delights in his divine
Son.

‘The vuses of CurisT’s PERFECTION and Hap-
PINESS.

Use 1. Admire and lave him for the perfec-
tion and beauty of his divine and moral charac-
ter. He is an objeét of our perfett efteem,
without the leaft reafon for contempt; of the
moft perfect defire, without the leaft averfion; of
the mofl perfeét benevolence and delight, with-
qut the leaft difguft or loathing. The infidel
world have not the leaft reafon for their preju-
dices againft him; and all true believers have in-
finite and eternal reafon to love him in the moft
tranfcendent manner and degree, even to an in-
tenfenefs which the nature of Gop demands from
creatures fo redeemed and fo obliged, that no
thought can ever reach whilft Gop and eternity
endures.

Use
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Use 2. Boast and crLory in him,

His glary is the ground of our glorying in him,
His glory arifes from the bright affemblage and
union of all his perfettions ; and from his illuf-
trious actions in creation, providence, and fal-
vation. And hisinfinite glory is the matter, the
ground, reafon, and motive to our glorying in
him.

Glorying is a mixture of joy and felf-love. Joy
in the moft pure good and a vehement love to
ourfelves on account of our intereft in that good,
or our right to call it our own. Now Chrift is a
pure good, an infinite good, eternally the su-
PREME cooD. Our love to ourfelves makes us
rejoice in this good, and a fenfe of this good in-
creafes our pureft love to ourfelves: and thus joy
and felf-love a& on each other; they act and re-
a& on each other; and raife each other up to the
moft intenfe tone and energy. Thefe are the moft
fublime employments of our immortal powers
and paflions in the prefent life, andin heaven for
ever.—Read the great John Maclaurin on glory-
ing in the Crofs, a fermon moft remarkable for
elevation and penetration of thought, and ftrength
of expreflion. Read Mr. Hervey’s fermon, The
Crofs of Chrift the Chriftian’s Glory: and great
John Reynolds on Joy in Gop; fee his life,,
12110,

VIIIL.
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VIII. Curist hath the INCOMPREHENSIBILITY
of Gob.

If Chrift was not fully pofieft of this charalter,
we fhould defpife him; but his incomprehenfible
attributes raife him infinitely above all contempt
from men, angels, and devils. Men cannot
defpife him if they know him; and all men who
do undervalue him, know him not: angels love
and adore him: devils and loft fouls cannot
defpife him; they are forced to feel the fenfations
of his hatred and wrath. We rejoice to think
that Chrift can never be for one moment under-
valued by any part of creation, except for a
{hort time, on a {mall corner of our globe.*

In the perfections of Chrift, of which we have
very clear and vivid ideas, there are many things
to us inexplicable, and with which the more
deeply and attentively we think of them, the
more we find our thoughts fwallowed up and loft.
As for inftance, his neceflary exiftence with his
divine Father; his eternity or unfucceffive dura-
tion, 1. e. that he is no older in his divine na-
ture than he was five or fix thoufand years ago:
his omniprefence through univerfal and un-
bounded space, whether his omniprefence be
conceived as diffufive or not diffufive; his crea-
tion of the material world; his creation of al}
the milliors of immortal fpirits of men and

angels ;
& Wherever the gofpel is proclaimed.
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angels; his producing of the moft aftonithing
effects by a meer volition or motion of his will ;
his omnifcience, or knowledge of all things paft,
prefent, and to come; and peculiarly his know-
ledge of what is paft from the creation of the
world, bears no proportion to the knowledge of
what is yet to come, as all the worlds of rational
creattires are moft certainly immortal ; efpecially
his knowledge of all future contingencies is quite
above our underftanding. How he was firft
excited to act in creation and redemption, as he
was perfetly happy, and had nothing to defire
to increafe his felicity ; and how, being perfeétly
good and almighty, he permitted moral evil to
enter into this world. Thefe, with a thoufand
other difficulties and myfteries, bid defiance to
the pride of our underflandings.—See a mafcu-
line account of the incomprehenfibility of Gopb,
in the great John Abernethy’s difcourfes on his
natural and moral perfections, vol. II. ferm.

VLVIL
W
Sele@ B O O K S,

The FAITHFULNESs of Gop in the Fulfilling of Scripture, 1s
a moft ufeful and wonderful book, by the great Robert Fleming,
1amo. and folio, in three parts.—See ‘the firft part turned into
verfe, by J. Ryland, jun.—Bennett, on the Fulflling of Scripture
in bad and good men, 8vo. 1730,
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A
CONTEMPLATION

ON THE

DIVINITY or CHRIST,

EVINCED FROM THE

WORKS or CREATION, PROVIDENCE, &e.

1. The. works of crEaTION demonflrate the eter-
nal piviniTy of CHRIST.

REATION is the firft external aétion or
aftonithing work of the Son of Gon, in the
firft moment of fucceffive duration; in which, by
the exertion or volition of his almighty will, he
produced the ftructure of the universe, for the
difplay of his own glorious perfe&tions of POWER,
wisnoM, and coopnEss, fthining in the work, and
to be more and more thrown-open to the view of
men and angels, in the preferyation and govern-
ment of his whole empire, and the falvation of
his people produeed in the feveral ages of time,
and called by grace init’s different periods ta the
end of it's duration.
Divine

Hhh2



[ 428 1

DiviNe works demanftrate the eternal pIviNiTy
of the Lorp Jesus CHrisT.

The creaTion of the whole univerfe is, in the
fulleft manner, afcribed to him. Without him
was not any thing made that is made, John i. 3.
By him were all things created, vifible or in-
vifible; all things were created 4y him and for
him, and by him all things confift, Col.1. 16, 17.
On the firft day he created the heavens, and the
earth, in their chaotic ftate, and the wonders of
univerfal fpace; and produced the light in one
moment with a word. On the fecond day he
created the expanfe, or atmofphere, to divide be-
tween the waters in the clouds, and the waters
in the feas; and this body of air he created in a
moment. On the third day he divided the waters
from the earth in one moment; and in another
mornent he created all the trees, plants, herbs,
and flowers, all round the globe. On the fourth
day he made the fun, moon, the planets, the
comets, and the thoufands of fixt ftars, all of
which are funs thining by their own light. On
the fifth day he created all the fowls of the air;
and in another moment of the fame day, he made
all the fifhes of thefea.  On the fixth day, in one
moment, he created out of the earth, the beafts,
wild and tame, with all the reptiles and infelts,
whofe Kinds are the moft numerous and various
above all the other creatures of Gop; and in

another
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another moment of the fame day, he formed th
body of man, and breathed into him aliving im-
mortal foul, whofe wonderful powers and paffions
we have defcribed in page 347--380 of this work;
and 1n another moment of the fame day, he
formed the female fex out of a part of the body
of man, and created her immortal foul by the
fame breath of Gob.

MiLton defcribes the beautiful procefs of cre-
ation, in the fix days work, with all the moft
charming colours of rich imagination and har-
monious language, in his VIIth book of Para-
dife Loft. Read him above all authors, as the
fir{t and beft expofitor of the hiftory of creation,
in Gen. 1. but you will read him with the higheft
advantage if you add Mr. Apoison’s admirable
notes on Paradife Loft, SpefZator, No. 239. After
you have read this richeft work, Sir Richard
Blackmore’s excellent poem on Creation ; Baker’s
poem on the Univerfe; Brown’s poem on the Six
Days Work of Creation; Boyfe’s poem, ftyled
Deity; Brookes’s poem, intituled Univeral
Beauty ; Bifhop Patrick’s expofition of the firlt
chapter of Genefis; with the amiable Henry and
the learned Dr. Gill; will all open their treafures
to your underftanding, imagination, paffions,
and tafte; and will prepare you to read, with
high relifh and joy, Ray, Derham, Fenelon, and
Le Pluche’s Nature Difplayed : and then you will

be
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be able to give an anfwer to that queftion, What
are the glorious ufes of NATURAL PHILOSOPHY ?
efpecially, if you add to them the maTno of
that incomparable philofopher Andrew Baxter,
2 vols. 12mo,

II. ProviDEnce, or the prefervation and go-
vernment of all things, is afcribed in the fullefk
manner to Chrift.  Chrift fuftains all creation
like a Gop : he preferves and actuates the whole
univerfe like a Gop: he rules all empires and
kings like a2 Gob: he fupplies the wants of
cvery creature, and efpecially the wants of hig
own people, like a Gop.—See page 169--223.

11I. His conpucT and allions in his perfonal
miniftry on earth, proclaim him to be the true
and eternal Gop. He taught like a Gop; he
worked miracles like a Gop; he turned water
into wine, he cured all difeafes, ftilled the tem-
pefts, fed five thoufand, ftretched out withered
arms, opened blind eyes, cleanfed lepers, cured
palfies, caft out devils, walked on the raging
waves of the fea, and raifed the dead; and all
thefe wonders he effe€ted in a moment, like a

Gonp.

He invited poor {inners like a Gop; he pro-
mifed, he pardoned all fins, he converted to him-
{elf, he threatened impenitent rebels, like a Gop;

he {aved like a Gop; he damned like a Gob. -
e
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He wrought out f{alvation; he paid the pad
of redemption; he delivered by price and by
power ; he offered a divine and infinite facrifice ;
he made a divine and infinite fatisfaétion, and
harmonized the divine perfections in marf’s falva-
tion: and all thefe a&ions he performed in a
wonderful and godlike manner, worthy of his
great and eternal divinity.

IV. The prvinity of Chrift appears, with
convincing evidence from his works, fince his
DEATH and SATISFACTION for fin.

He rofe from the dead like a Gop; he afcended
to heaven in triumph and glory; he fent the
Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecoft like a Gop ;
he furnithed the apoftles with all forts of mira-
culous gifts and powers like a Gon; he con-
vinced three thoufand fouls at once like a Gop;
he comforted thofe diftreffled coniciences on that
day like a Gop; he planted chriftianity in the
Jewith and Gentile nations like a Gop; he pro-
teCted and encouraged his apoftles like a Gob;
* he converted Saul, the mad perfecutor, into Paul
the apoftie, like 2 Gop; he carried him victori-
oufly through his amazing work of preaching,
and converting militons of fouls, like a Gon; he
fupported his church, from Nero to Dioclefian,
under ten bloody perfecutions, like a Gobp; he
blefled his church and enlarged it, in the times

of
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of Conftantine and Theodofius, like a Gop; he
has preferved his church through all the dark
ages of popery like a Gop. This grand fa&t 13
nobly difplayed in a feries of hiftorical evidence,
through the feveral centuries, to the times of
Luther, by Dr. Newton, in his admirable Differ-
tations on Prophecy, vol. IIl, page 134--1863
which he ftiles an Historicar Depucrion, to
fhew that Chrift has had fome true witneffes

againft the church of Rome, from the feventh
century down to the REFORMATION.

Curist difplayed the arTrRIBUTES and acTioNS
of an infinite, eternal, and almighty Gop, in
raifing up WickcLiFfE, as the morning ftar of
the rReForMmaTION, 1n 1360. He called by his
grace, and filled by his power, John Hus, and
Jerom of Prague, and to withftand all the horrid
corruptions of popery. And one hundred years
after, he raifed up Martin Luther, and furnithed
him with lion-like powers to carry on the ReFor-
maTioN. He, by his almighty grace, begun and
carried on that glorious reformartion in Eangland,
Scotland, Ireland, Germany, Holland, France,
Sweden, and Denmark ; and although many of
the reformed nations have forgot him, have for-
faken him, and are weary of his glorious gofpel,
are willing to go back to popery and paganiim
again; yet he hath (il an intereft and a {piritual
kingdom amongft thefe apoftate nations, and will

have
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have a univerfal empire, a more extenfive and
glorious intereft all round the globe, till time
fhall be no more.

V. The glortous actrons of Carist in the
prefent and future TiME, evince him to be the
true and the moft high Goo.

He doth now uphold all the worlds of heaven,
earth, and hell, every moment: he is prefent
with every creature, from an angel to an infeét:
he is now, this moment, regenerating fouls like
a Gop; he now effectually calls like a Gop; he
now converts fouls like a Gop; he now, this
moment, {an&ifies like a Gop; he comforts like
a Gop; he fupports under traubles like a Gop;
he firengthens in temptation like a Gop; he fuc-
cours our diftrefled fouls like a Gop ; he fupplies
all our needs like a Gop; hedelivers out of trials
like a2 Gop; he preferves in a ftate of holinefs,
and conferves us in grace like a Gop; he prepares
for death like a Gop; he fupports in death like
a Goo; he receives 1nto heaven like a Gop ; he
unites all his people’s fouls intenfely to himfelf
like a Gop; he fixes every foul in glory like a
- Gop; he irradiates all heaven like a Gob; his
diffufions of love are the rich and unbounded
communications of himfelf like a2 Gop.

He will raife all the dead like a Goo ; he will
Ii: affemble
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affemble the whole world of rational minds
before his bar like a Gop; he will examine all
fouls like a Gop.

He will compare the qualities of every heart
with his holy law like a Gop; he will weigh
every attion of every foul with the greateft
minutenefs and accuracy like a Gop; he will give
eternal life like a Gop; he affures us on the word
and honour and oath of a Gop, of the certainty,
the nature, and the eternity of heaven.

He will doom to hell like a Gop; he will fix in
hell every wicked foul like a Gop; he fwears by
his own eternal exiftence to the certainty of hell,
the nature of hell, and the eternity of hell, as it
confifts in the lofs of an infinite good, in feeling
a ftain and torment of the foul through an infinite
duration. Thus we rife up to abfolute and in-
vincible demonftrarion, that Chrift is the true, the
fupreme, and moft abfolute Lorp Gop. We
have the names of Jeuovan, Gop, and Lorp, to
evince hisdivinity: we have infinite attributes to
{fupport thofe names : and we have infinite works
to fupport thofe attributes; and it now only re-
mains for us to fhew that we have divine and
proper worfhip to fupport thofe works of crea-
tion, providence, and redemption,

A CON-



