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finite hatred, difguft, and horror.—See thefe
{cenes painted in ftrong colours by Dr. Young
and Dr. Ogilvie, in their incomparable poems on
the Last pay: in Dr. Gill’s fingular chapter on
the conflagration of the univerfe: with the Rev.
Mr. Benjamin Francis’s ftriking poem, intituled,
ConrLacraTioN. [ cannot with 2 richer enter-
tainment to young perfons of a chafte and {ub-
lime imagination, than to read thefe pieces all
through life: and to eftablifhed and folid chrif-
tians, nothing! nothing! can be more powerful
to roufe up their whole fouls to exert every talent
of knowledge, learning, genius, wildom, wealth,
power, intereft, and influence, to do the greateft
good to all the world, and efpecially to the
church of Chrift, under all denominations.

A DEVOTIONAL EXERCISE to CHRIST, on a {urvey
of his wWisDOM in CREATION.

Thus we have taken a view of the wifdom of
the Son of Gobp in the ftarry heavens; in the air,
earth, and fea; in the plants, trees, and flowers ;
in the birds, beafts, and fithes; in the wonder-
ful flruéture of the human body; and in the
more wonderful powers of the human foul. We
have {urveyed the amazing capacity of the under-
ftanding ; the wonderful defires and dominion of
the will; the paffions of the foul; the power,
the comforts, and terrors of the canfcience; the

wonders
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wonders and ufes of the memory; with the ob-
jects and altions of the human imagination.

And now, my reader, what ought to be the
refult of thefe views and contemplations? can
we do any thing better than to fall down at the
feet of the Lord Jefus, and admire and adore his
majelty in the higheft ftrains of gratitude and
praife.

O! my Gob and Saviour! there are thoufands
and tens of thoufands of men in this kingdom,
who do not difcover thee in this beautiful {peftacle
of the univerfe; this grand and ftriking profpe&
of univerfal nature: but it i1s not becaufe thou
art far diftant from us, for thou art intimately
prefent with every part of fpace; and with every
thing that exifts, that lives or moves in the uni-
verfe of being: every one of us doth, as it were,
touch thee with his hand; but the fenfes and
the paflions which thy creatures excite, engrofs
all the attention of our minds. Thus, O Lord
Jefus, thy light fhineth in darknefs; but the
darknefs apprehendeth it not, fo thick and
gloomy are 1t’s fhades.

Thou fheweft thyfelf every-where; and every-
where inattentive men negle to perceive thy
prefence: all nature fpeaks of thee, O! Lord
Jefus, and refounds with thy perfections; but
nature fpeaks to men that are deaf, and who owe

their
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their deafnefs to the noife and diftraction they
raife about themfelves: thou art near, O Son of
Gop, thou art even within them; but they
wander out of themf{elves, and are fugitives from
their awn breafts. O! thou f{weet light! thou
eternal truth and beauty! thou ancient of days,
yet ever young! thou fountain of chafte delights!
thou pure and happy life of all thofe who truly
live! Sinners would find thee, they could not
mifs of thee, if they did but fearch for thee in
the difcoveries of the glorious gofpel, in the rich
difplays of divine revelation! It i1 only by
lofing themfelves, that poor wretched unbelievers
lofe thee.

Alas! thy very gifts, which vifibly flow from
thy bountiful hand, amufe them to fuch a degree,
that they fee not thy hand, O Lord Jefus, who
befroweft them.

1t is from thee, O! omniprefent Son of Gob,
that all men exift and live, all round the globe ;
and yet they live without thinking of thee; or
rather, they die in the midft of life, for thou art
THE LIFE, John xiv. 6. Men die becaufe they
hate to be nourifhed by thy vital prefence and
grace ; for what death can there be more de-
plorable than the being ignorant of thee, the
TrRUE Gop and ETERNAL LIFE, I John v. 20.

Sinners fall afleep in the tender and paternal
bofom
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hofom of thy providence; and while they are
full of the deceitful dreams which agitate them
in this ftate of abfence, they are infenfible of the
powerful hand that fupports their exiftence every
moment !

If thou, O! Redeemer, wert a barren rock,
an inanimate body, an impotent mafs of dead
matter, men would think of thee, and contemp-
late thy properties: if thou wert a foffil, or a
lump of earth, men would confider thee: if thou
wert a plant, or a fading flower; if thou wert a
river that runs to wafte, or an houfe ready to fall
with the decays of age, a picture confifling only
of a mafs of colours to firike the imagination,
or an ufelefs piece of metal that only glitters,
men would perceive thee, and fecretly afcribe
to thee, the power of giving them true pleafure;
though in fa&, pleafure of which thou art the
true and only {pring, cannot proceed from dead
matter; pleafure cannot proceed from inanimate
things * which have it not 1n themfelves, Yes,
O Lorp Jesus! if thou wert but a grofs, frail,
lifelefs being; a lump of matter, without virtue

or

* DeEaD MATTER cannot of itfelf give any pleafure to a ra-
tional foul. It is Gop that is the efficient caufe of all the pleafure
we feel in viewing the vifible creation : and this thought may be
applied farther, to all the vegetable and animal worlds, and to
all the curiofities and beauties of art. It is an eternal maxim of
truth, ¢ that every creature is that to us, and no more, than
what Gop makes it to be.”
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or power, and the meer thadow of exiftence ; thy
vain fantaftic nature would employ their vanity,
and thou wouldeft be an objett proportioned to
their groveling and brutith thoughts: but be-
caufe thou art too intimately within them, and
they never enter into themfelves, they never
confider thee as the fupporter of all exiftence,
and as the life of all living ; therefore thou art
to them an uNkNowN Gob; for while their ima-
gination roves abroad on external objeéts, the
deep recefs of their own immortal minds is of all
things the moft remote from their view; and the
glories of thy perfon, offices, and grace, are equally
remote from their thoughts and affeétions.

'That order, beauty, and grandeur, which thou
fpreadeft over the face of thy creatiow, are like
a veil that conceals thee from their diftempered
eyes. How, Lord, is this! Does the very light
that thould illumirate, ferve only to dazzle and
{trike them blind! Do the rays of the fun hinder
men from perceiving the fun himfelf!

In fine, becaufe thou art a TRUTH too pure
and too elevated to pafs through the medium of
our grofs fenfes, men having debafed themfelves
to a level with the beafts, cannot conceive thee !
and yet thou daily, though man difregards it,
giveft him fuch inftances of thy omniprefence,
power, and wifdom, as the evidence of fenfe

could
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ceuld not demonftrate to him; for thy divine per-
feCtions and virtues have neither found, colour,
odour, tafte, figure, nor any fenfible quality!

Why then, O! my Goo and Saviour, do men
doubt rather of thee and thy prviniTy, than of
thofe other very real and manifeft objects, whofe
exiftence they receive as a certain truth, in all the
moft ferious affairs of life, on earth and fea;* and
which neverthelefs, as well as thou, efcape their
fenfes! O! miferable ftare! O! hideous night
of darknefs, that involves the children of Apam!
O! monftrous ftupidity, and ignorance of Gob!
O! wretched defolation of Gop’s whole image
on the foul! Man hath eyes to behold only
thadows, and TRy TH appears to him as a phantom:
CurisT is treated as a cypher, or an unexifting

fiftion!

That which in itfelf is nothing, is treated by
man as if it was to him every thing: and that
RepeeMer, who, in truth, is avr, feems to hin
as nothing! What do I fee in the whole furvey
of vaTure; in the whole unbounded sracr!
Gap, Gop every where! Gop the Saviour, ever
prefent, and ftill only Goo! When I think,
O! Lorp, that all exiftence is in thee; all the
univerfe is altuated by thee! all my thoughts

Cec are

* Lord Howe ventures 35 fhips of the line, with near 10,000
men’s lives, on the point of a needle, moved by an agent quite
invifible.to the eyes of all mankind.
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are exhaufted and fwallowed up in the con-
templations of thee! O! thou aByss of truth?
thou ocean of goodnefs: thou rounTAarx of love!
I know not whither I foar, nor what I become.
All that is not thou difappears, and of myfelf
fcarce fo much remains, as to difcover to me,
that I am. He who fees not thee, hath feen
nothing: he who doth not feel thy prefence and
life, is a ftranger to all true fentiment and dignity
of mind: he exifts as though he exifted not, and
his whole life is no more than a dream.

Arife, O Lord Jefus! arife, O! fun of righte-
oufnefs in all thy brightnefs! arife brighter than
ten thoufand funs. Let all thine enemies be
melted into love; or vanifh like {fmoke before
thy face. Wo! wo! to the unbelieving foul,
who, remote from thee, is without Gop, with-
out hope, without life, without heaven, and
deftitute of ETERNAL CONSOLATION !

Happy is he, even now, who fearches after
thee; who pants and thirfts for a union of heart
with thy divine beauty and love! but more happy
1s he upon whom the light of thy countenance
thines, whofe tears thou haft wiped away, and
whofe ardenc defires thy love has already ac-
complifhed! When, when, O! Lord Jefus, will
that time come? O! glorious day, without
cloud, witbout night, without an end! Thou

thyfelf
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thyfelf fhalt be the sux to enlighten it, and thy
emanations of grace fhall flow through my foul
in oceans of peLicuT. In this pleafing hope,
my foul trembles and adores, my {pirits ferment,
and my bones fhiver and cry out, Who is like
unto thee, O Gop the Repremer. My heart
melts, and my fleth faints, O! Gop of my foul,
and my eternal portion, Amen!

Selet BOOKS on the wispom of CurisT,

1. Read Ray’s Wispom of Gop, in the works of crea-
tion, 3vo.

2. Pr. DEruam, on the wifdom of Gop in the ftarry heavens,
and the earth. 2 vols. 8vo. and in fmall pocket volumes.

1. LEE's Introduétion to Botany, on the plan of Linnzus.
gvo. 1760. Tonfon,

4 HERVEY’s eloquent defeription of the human body.
Dial. xii.

5. Dr. Leng, onthe wonderful powers of the human foul, in
his excellent fermons at Boyle's le¢ture. Serm. vi. vii.

6. Bp. ByrLEr's admirable fermons at Boyle's leCture.

7. The noble RHaPsopy on the wifdom of Gop, in the
Dialogues on Education, 8vo. 1745, by Dr, Davip ForpycCE,
author of THEODORUS, or a Dialogue on Preachers, and the
$kill and Spirit of good Preaching. To this elegant and pious
author 1 pay my grateful acknowledgments, for the beautiful
ideas which I have here applied to an evangelical purpofe.—See
tikewife his admirable ErEMENTS of moral philofophy, in the
Preceptor. Vol ii. 8vo.

8. CuarNoOCK, on the wisnom of Gon. Vol. 1.

g. WisgearT, on the wifdom of Gop, in his THEOLOGIA,
gva. vol. 1.

30. ABERNETHY, on the wifdom of Gop. Vol. ii. 8vo.

11. IREMONGERy
Ccce
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11. IREMOKGER, on the wifdom of GOn in REDEMPTION. 3vo.

12. Dr. TURNER, on the wifdom of Gop in the REDEMPTION
of man. 3vo.

13. Dr. OWEN, or the wifdom of Gop in REDEMPTION, in
bis {ublime ‘Treatile on the PErson of CHRIST, 4to, 1679.

14. The eloquent FEXELON, on the wispoM of GOD in CRE-
aTtioN. 1zmo.~This is written in the moft eafy and populay
marner imaginable. The devotional exercife at the end of the
book is the perfeftion of piety. I have adapted it to evangelical
purpofes, with fome additions, to clofe the above Contemplation..

15. Dr. CorToN MATHER, on the wifdom of Chrift in crea-
tiom, in his admirable book ftiled the Cbriftian Philofophar.
gvo. 17:21.

16. Le PLucHE's Nature Difplayed. 4 vols. ramo.

17. HErRVEY's DEscaNT on CreaTioN, and his rich and
various difplays of the beauties of nature, in all his incompa-
rable works.

18. The ReL1G10Us PH1LOSOPHER, 3 vols. 8vo, by Dr. Nev.
WENTYT, contains fuch a fund of evidences of the wifdom of
Gonbn in creation, as are {ufficient to overwhelm with conviftion
all the atheifts in the world.

19. Dr. Giiy, on the rowers and IMMORTALITY of the
foul, is very judicious. The attentive reader will obferve, that
I have exprefled bis thoughts in my own manner.~Body of Div.
vol. il. 4to.

20. Dr. Youncg, onthe GRANDEUR and IMMORTALITY of the
soulL, exceeds every thing in our language in point of ¢clevation
of thought and ardent expreflion.—Night vi. vii.

31. The EviDENCE of REASON in proof of the IMMoRrTALITY
of the SouL, independent on the more abftrufe inquiry into the
nature of MATTER and sPIRIT; by that moft fagacious and pious
philofopher ANPREW BAXTER, author of MaTHo, and of the
Inquiry into the Nature of the Human Soul; collected from his
raanufcripts by Dr. Duxncan, of South-Warmborough. 8vo.
Cadell, 1779.—I congratulate the whole chriftian ‘world en the
publication of this mafculine work, after lying in obfcurity and
danger cf being utterly lot for thirty years. Here, or no where,
vou fec demonftration as bright as the meridian fun,
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PrupENCE, GOODNESS, MERCY, PATIENCE, HOLI=
NESS; JUSTICE, TRUTH, SINCERITY, VERACITY,
FAITHFULNESS, SELF-SUFFICIENCY, PERFECTION,
HAPPINESS, and incomprehenfible cLory,

Curist hath the prupeNcE of 2 Gob.

RUDENCE is an ability of judging what is
BEST in the choice of ends and means. His
prudence appears moft wonderful in che redemp-
tion of our fouls by the price of his blood; in
reconciling us to Gop the Father by his atoning
death; and in making real and perfe&t fatisfac-
“tion, by enduring the full punithment due to our
fin and guilt. Here we fee the demands of
punithing juftice and pardoning mercy perfe&tly
reconciled—two natures, the divine and human,
for ever united 11 ONE GLORIOUS PERSON—the
honour of the law is vindicated in it's preceprs
and
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and threatenings—the moft intenfe hatred of
Chrift againft {in is exerted at the fame moment
with his moft aftonithing love to the finner—he
gives the fureft and ftrongeft ground of hope to
our fouls; and at the fame time difplays the moft
pungent motives to GraTITUDE and obedience,
addrefled to all the nobleft {prings of aion in
the foul.

The prudence of Chrift appears in the way in
which we enjoy his great falvation; not by {pecu-
lative knowledge, not by our own imaginary
merit in good works; but by vital faith, which
always humbles the finner to the bottom of his
being, exalts the Saviour above all worlds, and
promotes holinefs to the uttermoft in heart, lip,
and life. Chrift’s prudence appears in the whole
method of addrefling finners, in order to apply
his falvation to our fouls. Every mode of fpeech,
which contains a beauty, or exprefles a tender
paffion, is ufed by him to allure our fouls into an
eternal union with Gob. Well mighe his divine
Father fay of him, Behold! my fervant fhall deal
PRUDENTLY, Haiah lil. ¥3. And truly did the
officers affirm, ¢ Never man fpake like this
man!” John vii. 46, And he hath done all
things well, or with the highelt circumftances
of beauty and prudence.

Chrift, as a Gop of prudence, is fit for the
government
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government of the univerfe; hence fee the ne-
ceflity of the laft day for him to judge the world.,
How amazingly wicked is the contempt of Chrift’s
wifdom and prudence. Here is ftrong confola-
tion arifes to all true chriftians from his wifdom
and prudence: meditate daily on the wifdom and
prudence of Chrift in creation, providence, and
{alvation; imitate the wildom of Chrift, and feek
to him for an ability of mind to propofe the beft
end, to ufe the beft means, to obferve the beft
time of action, and to fecure the beft con-
{equences.

II. The coopwnEess of CHRIST.

Curist hath the coopness of aGop. Good-
nefs 1s the ardent inclination of his will to make
his people happy with delight; it pleafes himg
it is agreeable to his nature to make us happy
Dehoht in us is a mixture of love and joy,
arifing from a fure profpeét that we are recover-
able creatures: it pleafes his will and affe&ions
to view us as recoverable creatures. My delights
were with the fons of men, Prov. viii. 31. The
original is full of firength; the radical letters
are doubled but this is not enough, he will have
it likewife in the plural number, to denote the
intenfenefs, the ardour, the eternity, immutabi-
lity, and immenfity of his love. None but a
Gop can conceive of the infinitude of his good

Ddd will
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will to loft man, confidered as walhed in his
blood, clear of guilt, cloathed with a divine and
infinite righteoufnefs, adorned with all the graces
of Gop the SeiriT, and made rightful heirs of
eternal glory! Chrift refts in his love, he rejoices
over us with finging, Zeph. iii. 17.

Goop is that which removes evil, i. e. pain; or
prevents evil, i.e. pain; which prepares for
pleafure, and fpreads happinefs through all the
powers ahd affeCtions of the foul.

The 1dea of coopnEess in Chrift is unavoidable;
it is impoflible to conceive of Chrift at all with-
out concetving him to be good : goodnefs, beauty,
and love enter into the effential charaéter of a
redeemer, a faviour, a friend, a Gob.

Chrift is a divine perfon of kind affeion;
who, from a principle of infinite good-will,
exerts all his active powers and perfettions in
diffufing happinefs or pleafure through all his
people in heaven and earth, according to the
different capacities of his creatures, who are the
proper objeéts of goodnels ; and according to the
infinite wifdom and prudence of his under-
ftanding.

Chrift’s infinite inclinations and altive powers
termtnate in doing good, meerly for. the fake of
doing good ; as the ultimate end of the Son of

Gop,
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Gob, in which his nature and perfetions reft with
love and joy in his people.

The goodnefs of Chrift is the defire of his gener-
ous will to do good meerly for i#’s swr fake,—
A defire and a propenfion to do coop with de-
light, refling in the altion of doing good with
all the love and joy of an infinite Gop, without
the leaflt inducement in any creature either before
time, or in time, or when time fhall.be no longer.
What a lovely idea of Chrift’s infinite goodnefs
is this! and how fhould we burft out with admi-
ration and gratitude. Haw great is his good-
nefs, and how great is his beauty! Zech. ix. 17.

The coonwess of Chrift fhines out brighter
than ten thoufand {uns, in the work of rREDEMP-
tioN. Goodnefs appears in his firft refolution
to redeem, and in giving himfelf in his body,
foul, and Gooseap; which is a greater gift than
all worlds: it tranfcends all conception; a gift
that includes all the nature, powers, perfections,
eternity, and life of his eternal DiviniTy,

The goadnefs of Chrift appears in the aftonifh-
ing advancement of the human nature, in the in-
carnation of the Son of Gop: and this advance-
ment was made after we had debafed our nature
and powers below the beaft and the devil; pol-
luted and poifoned in our rational powers; and

Ddd2 after
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after we had fo heinoufly ftruck at the being and
glory of Gop. His coopnEss thines in his taking
us Into a precious vital union with his eternal
perfon for ever.

Goodnefs thines in all it’s meridian brightnefs,
in the moft illuftrious manner, in Chrift’s re-
ftoring us to a more excellent condition of holi-
nefs, dignity, and joy, than that which Adam
loft; or than that which angeis enjoy with Gop
in glory.

We have a more intenfe union with Chrift; a
brighter impreflion of Chrift, than angels ever
had ; and a more fure and durable enjoyment of
Chrift’s beauty and love, than man had in his
original purity and perfetion. The glorious
ordinances of the New Teftament are a bright
demonftration of the goodnefs; and difplay bright
- views of his death, burial, and refurre@ion, in one
inftitution, and contain a rich difcovery and
memorial of the fufferings and fatisfattion of
Chrift in the other; and as long as baptifm and
the Lord’s fupper are faithfully celebrated in the
church of Chrift, it will, as Dr. Doddridge ob-
ferves, be as vain an attempt to overthrow the
divinity and atonement of Chrift, as it would be
for a child to pierce a coat of mail with a bulrufh
or a ftraw. Here we triumph over the focinians
for ever!

The
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The goodnefs of Chrilt appears in all his
gracious PROMISES : in one form they are kind
and tender 1nvitations; in another, they are moft
fweet and loving expoflulations; and in another
mode, they are generous propofals; and in a
fourth form, they are abfolute aflurances of his
good will to make us happy to the full extent of
our vaft defires, and immortal duration. Every
method of winning kindnefs, and every form of
ardent paffion, are made ufe of to attra& millions
of fouls into everlafting friendthip with himfelf,

The goodnefs of Chrift is the moft beautiful
object in the univerfe; it is full of grandeur to
aftonith; of novelty to excite curiofity ; and itis
full of lovelinefs to allure our efteem, our defires,
our good-will, and our moft intenfe delight. If
there is any obje& in the heaven of heavens, that
is more calculated to charm the foul of achriftian
than all others, it 1s the goodnefs of Chrift, dif-
played 1n all the forms of love, patience, grace,
and mercy! O! how deteftable and wicked is
the contempt of his goodnefs at this very mo-
ment, all over England, by all ranks and orders
of men. How deep and dreadful a guilt is in-
cluded in the abufe of his generous goodnefs all
through this nation! Q! let us repent of our
abufe of his goodnefs, grace, and patience: let
us return to him with tears of gratitude and holy

delight :
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delight: let us derive all our comforts from his
boundlefs goodnefs in his proMises: and let us
feek ardently the moft intenfe union with his
goodnefs and love; and the richeft fruition of his
grace, as our true and fupreme happinefs. Let
us meditate on his goodnefs in creation, redemp-
tion, and providence, every morning ; let us boaft
in Gop our Saviour all the day long, and blefs

his name for ever, Pfalm xlviii. 8. Let us imi-
tate the goodnefs of Chrift in our temper and

a&ions towards all mankind; and towards all
true chriftians in a peculiar manner. Let us afk
ourfelves every morning when we arife, What
cooD fhall I do this pay ? How fhall I beft glorify
Chrift this day, by doing good to his world?
How can I difcover the moft ardent BENEVOLENCE
to being; to all beings in this world; to all
beings in the heavenly world? How fhall I mul-
tiply happinefs, and increafe the fum of it in the
univerfe ? How fhall I {pread wif{dom, goodnefs,
and happinefs in the churches of Chrift; and
efpecially amongft thofe chriftians with whom I
live in the moft friendly connexions 2 This! this!
was the pradtice of Dr. Cotton Mather for forty
years together. See his life, publifhed by Dr,
David Jennings, 12mo. 1744. See the chriftian
urged to live to all the grand purpofes of ufeful-
nefs, in the Rife and Progrefs of Religion, chap.
xxviil. by Dr. Doddridge.

To
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To imitate Chrift in goodnefs is the higheft
dignity and glory of a chriftian. Under the
head of goodnefs, we place the love, the grace,
patience, and mercy of Chrift. Love is the
pureft goodnefs of his nature and will towards
his people. This is difplayed in a very rich
manner by Mr. HuBBarp, in his fermons on
love to Chrift, 1728.—Grack is the free favour
or good-will of his heart, and the good work of
his {pirit towards moft unworthy objeéts. This
1s demonftrated in an able and ftriking manner
by Mr. Boors, in his treatife on the Reign of
GRACE,_. 8vo.—PaTiencE, or Chrift’s power over
his own wrath, and the delay of it towards the
wicked ; and the deferring of his anger towards
his own people; is difplayed in a moft ample and
glorious manner by the great and good Cuar-
NockK, in his large difcourfe on paTIENCE, VOl. L.
folio.—The Mercy of our Lord Jefus, which we
look for unto eternal life, Jude, verfe 21. This
mercy, which is his tendereft goodnefs towards
finners in mifery, is richly demonftrated by Dr.
Owen, in his noble expofition of the cxxxth-
pfalm, 4to. 1669; in which he gives, from page
140--217, thirteen bright demonftrations of the
pardoning mercy of Gop, arifing from his actions
towards mankind in the old and new Teftament;
efpecially that grandeft of all the ations towards
Gop, in the death and fufferings of Chrift: and

in
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in page 277, he lays down ten excellent rules,
to be obferved by all ferious fouls who would
attain ftability in obedience, and ftrong confola-
tion from Chrift: which excellent rules he pur-
{ues to page 317. And I do moft cordially and
earneftly recommend thefe rules to all diftreffed
confciences in the world, affuring them that
they contain the very fpirit and life blood of
comfort to all ferious and mourning chriftians,
who feel the intolerable burden of the guilt of
fin; and I pray Gop the Saviour they may find
as fure relief and as ftrong cowsoraTion as I
have done in the courfe of more than forty
years.

HI. Carist hath the HoLINESs of Gop.

The moriness of Chrilt is the moft fhining
purity of his nature and perfections; according
to which, with perfelt reafon, he always chufes,
refufes, loves, hates, and operates towards all
his rational creatures on earth, and likewife in
heaven and hell.

The holinefs of Chrift fills him with an eternal
confcioufnefs of his own infinite excellency, and
gives him a deep concern and ardent zeal for his
own glory: his holinefs is the radiant brightnefs
of the effence of Gop, the refle&ion of his own
beauty and glory ; it is the fum of all his intrinfic
perfetions. He is the holy one of Ifrael, Ifaiah
| liv, 5.
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liv. 5. He s celebrated by the Seraphim, i.e. the
flaming gofpel preachers, as the holy, holy, holy
Lorp Gop of hofts; the earth is full of his
glory, Ifaiah vi. 3. The attribute of Chrift’s
holinefs hath an excellency and beauty above all
his other perfeétions. None is fo much founded
out in praife, by angels and minifters of the
gofpel, in all ages of the church. Chrift fingles
it out to {wear by. The Lorp, or Jehovah Gonb,
hath fworn by his holinefs, Amos iv. 2. Sin is
an abomination to his foul, i. e. his holinefs.
See the hebrew, Prov. vi. 16. My foul loathed
them, i.e. my holinefs, Zech. xi. 8. Holinefs
is the giory and beauty of Chrift. Power is his
arm, omnifcience his eye, eternity his duration,
mercy his bowels, but holinefs is his life and his
beauty : hence we read of the beauty of holinefs,
2 Chron. xx. 21. And David defires to behold
the beauty of Chrift, Pf. xxvii. 1. It is Chrift’s
life, he could not live without holinefs ; he could
not enjoy his own exiftence, nor take complacency
in himfelf if he were not holy: holinels is the
glory of all his perfeftions.  As all his attributes
would be weak without omnipotence to back
them, fo all would be deformed without holinefs
to adorn them: as fincerity is the life and luftre
of every grace in a chriftian, {o purity is the life
and {plendor of every attribute in Chrift. If every
attribute of Chrift’'s Goousap were a diftin&

Eee member,
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member, PuRITY would be the form; the foul,
the,{pirit to animate them all.

Without holinefs, Chrift’s patience would be
an indulgence in {in; mercy a fondnefs; com-
paffion a weaknefs; wrath a madnefs; power 2
tyranny; and his wifdom an unworthy craft, or
a low cunning. It is holinefs that gives a peco-
ruM and dignity to all his attributes and altions.
Holinefs is the brighteft jewel in his crown: the
life of all his decrees: the brightnefs of all his
deportment. Nothing is decreed by him; no-
thing is atted by him; nothing is thought of by
him; nothing is {poken by him; nothing is de-
clared, commanded, promifed, threatened, or
foretold by Chrift, but what is worthy the dig-
nity, and becoming the honour of this glorious
and fublime attribute.

His novriness fhines out in the creation of
man; in the redemption of finners; in the fanc-
tification of fouls; and in the governing, re-
warding, and punithing the univerfe.

His holinefs is fo great, that he cannot admit
a finner to union and communion with himfelf,
without a provifion for the fullel honour of his
holinefs in his own death.

His holinefs is fo unfpotted, that, as to fin,
he cannot look on evil, or bear it in his fight.
From
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From his holinefs flaws an implacable hatred to
fin,

It is diametrically oppofite to the holinefs of
Chrift, that he fhould become like the finner.
Chrift is fo holy, that he ardently defires to
punith fin. It is impoflible for Chrift to deny
himfelf: that is, that he fhould conceal his own
perfections, or do any thing to make himfelf
appear to be wWHAT HE 1s NOT; or that he is
not pofl#fled of properties truly divine: and for
this reafon, becaufe Chrift is himfelf the grand
ARcHETYPE of all holinefs in angels and men.
He 1s the exempLar or pattern of intelligent
creatures; to whom he is to difcover in his
works, his NATURE, DIGNITY, PREROGATIVE, and
EXCELLENCE.

He would therefare deny himfelf, did he con-
ceal his majefty : much more, did he fuffer man
to flight his holinefs and majefty, which is done
by every fin: for the finner behaves fo in his
prefence, as if there was no Gop, to whom he
owed obedience: he behaves fo in Chrift’s pre-
fence, as if he was no Gop, but a cypher, a
fiction, to whom he owes no regard; nay, the
finner, even every finner, behaves as if himfelf
was Gop, who had a right to difpofe of himfelf,
his faculties, powers, paflions, and {prings of
altion, with which he fins, at his own pleafure,

Eee2 and



