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Gep! Why art thou caft down, O! my foul !
Ihall yet praife Him; my foul longeth, yea, even
fainteth for the courts of the Lord, to behold
the beauty of the Lord ; the defire of my foul is
to thee, and to the remembrance of thy name.

3- The #hird defires after CurisT are to be
conformed to his image : to be like him; to re-
femble him as much as poflible in this life; to
have his temper towards Gop and all mankind.
A truly grateful and generous chriftian can never
be pleafed with his own exiftence, if he is not
conformed in his heart and life to the image of
Gor’s deatr Son; he cannot relith life, or the
bleflings of life, whilft he continues to wear the
image of fatan, and poffefs the fpirit of this
prefent evil world !}

4. The jfourth defires towards CurisT are for
his perfonal appearance in the utmoft glory at the
laft GrEAT DAY : his ardent language is, I love
thy bright appearing! Come, Lord Jefus; come
‘quickly! Come burn this werthlefs world, and
take us to the fkies!

Let me have the neareft wnion, the fulleft
refemblance, the moft perfe® communication
poflible I O fill and fill and overfill all my defires
at once, and ultimately let me have the blefled
fight and fruition of him in heaven.

5. The
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5. The ffth defires after Curist are for him-
felf, or on his own account, for his own glory and
intereft’s fake in our world! Let me have thy
vital inward prefence in my foul to fit me for thy
fervice; and furnifh me richly with wifdom and
zeal to edify thy church, to demolifh fatan’s em-
pire, and fpread thy kingdom in the world. All
thefe defires, at certain feafons, are moft intenfe
and ardent; immenfe and unbounded ; inextin-
guifthable and eternal as Goo himfelf. Thefe
defires are infinite upon infinite, and never fully
fatisfied with the whole world of knowledge,
honours, riches, and fenfual pleafures; though
prolonged to eternity without Gop. Palaces are
prifons, paradifes are dungeons, mulfic is grating
difcord, fciences are a barren defert, eloquence is
vain babbling, philofophy is folly, and even the
bible is a blank, if they are all feparated from
the wifdom and love of the Lord Jefus Chrift!

The will exerts itfelf with the moft lively
activity when the body is in the very jaws of
death. None of the immortal powers and facul-
ties of the foul are impaired by a confumption,
or the approaches of death: how clear is the
underftanding, how active and vigorous the will
when on the verge of eternity ? as appears by it’s
delight in death, if holy; or it’s horrors at death,
if finful and guilty before the juftice of Gop !
A wife man, full of the dignity of holinefs,

| ardently
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ardently longs to fly away and be with Chrift,
which is infinitely better; and a wicked man
feels the forebodings of eternal damnation before
he enters the world of fpirits! When the bedy
is become {peechlefs, and within a moment of
death, the powers of the foul are ftrong and
aftive like Gop: a great and good man knows
he is going to plunge into Gop’s goodnefs and
love; with unbounded rapture he feels his faith
rife, his hope expand into eternity, his love
burn and blaze like immortal fire, his confola-
tions flow in like the tides of the-fea, and he re-
joices that he'is going to enter on a ftate of being
that will never, never have an end.

All thefe real undoubted racTs fhow that the
{foul 1s liable to no difeafes of the body; it can
feel no corporeal confumptions, agues, fevers, ar
difeafes of old age; it cannot become old or
decrepit as the body does; it cannot die with the
body ; but it muft live unhurt amidft the wrecks
of matter, and the crufh of worlds,*

| The
* The ﬁhole paflage is truly fublime,

The foul, fecured in her exiftence, fmiles

Ar the drawn dagger, and defies it’s point.
The ftars fhall fade away, the fun himflf
Grow dim with age, and nature fink in years;
But thou fhalt flourith in immortal youth,
Unhurt amidit the war of elements,

"The wrecks of matter, and the crufh of worlds.

ADDISON, p. 13,
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‘The wifdom of Chrift appears in the passtons
of the human souL.~He created all thofe paflions
or fenfible commotions of our whole nature,
which arife on the perception of objeéts, which
appear NEW, OF GOOD Or EVIL.

The ufe of ADMIRATION, or a pleafing furprize
at an obje&t which appears new, or grand, or
beautiful ; is to fix the foul on Chrift, in whom
all grandeur and novelty are feated, who is the
firft fair, the firft wonderful, the firft adorable.

The paffion of Love was originally created to
be fixed on Chrift the fupreme coop; and the
paflion of HATRED, in it’s utmotft defign and
higheft ufe, is to fly from the plague of fin, the
fnares of the world, the malice of devils, the
torments of the damned, and the wrath of Gob,
as the moft dreadful eviLs in the univerfe,

The ufe of the paffion of efteem is to value
Chrift as an obje& of the greateft dignity and
excellence ; and the ufe of contempt is to treat
all mean, worthlefs, and vile objects, in the man-
ner they deferve; as they are utterly uafit to do
us any good at all.

The grand ufe of benevolence is to treat Chrift
as an objeét fit to receive Goob, all good, all
poffible good ; as he is worthy to be honoured,

worthy
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worthy to be treated as a Gop of confummate
bleffednefs and beauty. The defign and ufe of
the paffion of malevolence is to treat fin and
fatan as objeéts fit to receive hurt and ill-will, as
they deferve blame and mifery, as well as uni-
verfal deteftation and difdain.

The great ufe of complacency or delight is te
faften the whole {oul eternally on Chrift; and to
excite all the powers of our underftanding and
reafon, our will and choice, to fearch inceflantly
into the unfathomable wonders of his copHEeap,
redemption, righteoufnefs, grace, and glory !

The ufe of the paflion of difplicency or keen
difguft is to excite us to treat evil perfons, evil
alions, and bad charaers on earth and in hell,
as they ought to be treated ; in order to prevent
the hurt and mifery we may receive from them.

The great defign and ufe of the amazing and
peculiar paflion of pesire i1s to keep the foul
ever awake and in motion towards Gop the Re-
deemer, confidering him as a moft good objet,
and fit to make me extremely happy to the full
extent of my powers and duration.

The ufe of the paffion of aversion is to roufe
up a lively and powerful effort of the will to turn
away from an evil obje&, and to caufe an imme-

diate
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diate withdrawment of the will from that obje&,
as fit to do me exceeding great hurt, or increafe
pain and mifery.

The wife defign of Curist 1n giving us the
paflion of HoPE, Is to awakean the attention and
expectation of the foul towards himfelf, as an
abfent coop, as poffible to be enjoyed, and as
probable and fure.

A defire of abfent good is a feeble hope; 2
confident expectation of abfent good is a ftrong
and confirmed HoPE.

Hope is a moft glorious and ufeful paffion in
religion; it is a fenfible commotion of our nature,
excited by the perception of Chrift, as the greateft
Goop; and as an attainable coop : and this ex-
pectation is enlivened with jov, in proportion to
the perfuafion we have of the probability and
certainty of poflefling Chrift the eternal good:
and when this expectarion grows ftronger and
Lironger, it is always iadulged and exercifed with
a pure and lafting pleafure.—Read Dr. Gill’s fer-
mon on a good hope; with his excellear chapter
on HOPE, in his Body of Pra&ical Divinity, page
87--301. with the letter on hope, from an affoci-
ation of minifters at Olney, in June, 1782.

Fear 1s a perception of abfent evic likely to
come upon us, which excites a painful commo-
Zz tion
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tion in our nature, with a thoughtful attention
and care to avoid the approaching eviL. Sudden
fear is called TERROR ; which is fear mingled with
furprize, and coming unexpeéted. Fear rifing
into the higheft degree, and mixed with hatred
of an evil obje&t, is called morRroOR.

The paflions of fear, terror, and horror are of
exceeding great ufe in religion to excite us to fly
from fin and 1’s confequences, the infinite wrath
of Gop in the eternal flames of hell,

Jox is a pafiion which brightly difplays the
wifdom of Chrift. Joy is a delight of the mind
from the perception of Crurist, or a fenfible
feeling of his gracious prefence as the pureft
good, being fure of an intereft in him; or having
a right to call him our own; and that we fhall
never lofe the poffeflion of his perfon, attributes,
bleflings, and love to eternity. This paffion is
the health and beauty of the human foul, and
the grand fpring of all the nobleft good works
that ever were done for the glory of Chrift in the
church through all ages.

This joy will excite us to blefs and congratu-
late ourfelves for our exalted {tate of happinefs in
Chrift—it will fectle a fedate and cheerful frame
in the foul, and render our mind f{atisfied in all

circumitances——it will outbalance all the evils we
feel
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feel or fear—it will fix deeper into the heart the
law of raTITUDE to Chrift—it will excite a noble
{corn of all the glittering vanities of a lying world
—it will excite pity and horror towards all apof-
tates from the perfon and gofpel of the Lord Jefus,
as the moft degraded miferable wretches in the
univerfe of being.—This joy in Chrift will cherifth
in the foul an affable, kind, humble temper; full
of benignity and fwectnefs of affetion; and
produce a beneficent deportment towards all
chriftians, and all mankind—it will infpire us
with a fubliire dignity and grateful feclings on
the honour and grace conferred upon us, by be-
ing called into a ftate of eternal union and con-
verfe with the infinite perfon of Gop the Re-
deemer—it will open the mouth in praife and
moft abundant thankfgivings early every morn-
ing, and all the day long, in private and public,
and efpecially in the houfe of Gop our Saviour—
it will roufe up a generous believer zealoufly to
promote the redeemer’s intereft, by fpreading
light, life, and purity through his glorious king-
dom, or f{piritual empire in the world.—This
joy will excite a perfon to be often making his
humble boafts of Chrift to other men; and will
ftimulate us to make qur boafts within ourfelves
of our fure part in Chrift, and our union with
his heart, and intereft in his honours to eternity;
making us not to be athamed or afraid to own

Zza2 him,
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him, but refolute and ready to confefs him before
the whole world, to own him as our fole hope
and confidence; our fole righteoufnefs, ftrength,
and glory; before devils, men, and angels; and
before Gop the Father himfelf, cloathed with all
his awful and tremendous perfeftions. Thefe!
thefe! are the {ublime altions of joy in that per-
{on, on whofe {miles all the felicities and {afety
of the human {peties depend, and in whom alone
the human race may boaft and glory to eternity.

The wispom of Chrift appears in the paffion
of {forrow. Sorrow 1s a painful commotion of
cur whole nature, arifing from fome prefent evil,
or {ad event: it is the great uneafinefs or pain of
the mind, on the abfence of good, or the total
lofs of fome good, or the prefence of fome evil
or pain. Moderate forrow is trouble—great for-
row is diftrefs and anguifth—habitual forrow is
melancholy—dreadful forrow, without hope, is
DESPAIR.

The defign and ufe of forrow in religion is
very great and wonderful.  The trouble, the
diftrefs, the anguifh, the melancholy mufings,
the deipondencies and almoft defpair exprefled in
the molt ftriking manner thro’ the book of Job,
the Pfaims, and the Lamentations, have been of
exceeding great ufe to millions of true chriftians
in all ages, and will be of ufe to millions yet un-

born.
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born.—~Dr. Lowth, in his admirable leCtures on
the fublime arifing from the paflions, has difplayed
this truth to the life; and I can hardly with my
readers an higher entertainment than to read and
relifh thofe excellent paintings of the paffions.

In a world fo full of fin and mifery, it 1s highly
ufeful and neceffary to feel the paflions of {orrow
and anguith. Thefe painful affetions roufe the
foul out of it’s lukewarmnefs and neutrality ;
they ftimulate us to ten thoufand great and good
altions, and prevent that dead calm in a chriftian,
that deteftable lethargy of foul, which is worfe
than all the pungent forrows of true repentance.
Worfe, did I fay? Is repentance or forrow for
fin, an evil? No, verily; far from it: butitis a
real good, or it leads to the fupreme coop, Chrift
Jefus ; and the more forrow we feel at his abfence
from us, the better. I would with to excite in
my own foul, and in all my readers, the deepeft
and moft pungent forrow at the lofs of his vital
prefence, and would never be eafy for a fingle
moment till T had found Him, whom to know is
eternal life. 'We fhall never underfland a great
part of the fcriptures if we are not well acquainted
with forrow for fin, and far the want of the
prefence of Chrift, as well as for a want of the
joys of religion.

The wifdom of Chrift appears in the paffion
of
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of crarrrupe, This is of noble ule in all the
parts of practical religion and godlinefs : all cur
religion is fcarce any thing elfe but gratitude,
fays that prince of diviaes Witfius, (Econ.
book II. chap. xiii. fets 46. Gratitude is not fo
much one particular paffion as 1t 1s a compound
of all the moft nable and generous feelings of the
foul: 1t includes a lively fenfe of all the bleflings
we have received from Chrift, trom the firft
moment of our exiftence to this hour; a clear
firong fenfe of the fweetnefs, beauty, and gene-
rofity of Chrift’s heart, and a vaft efteem for the
{pring and principle of his bounty to us, i.e. love
and grace, or good will and free favour—an
ardent inclination to make all the beft returns in
heart, lip, and life—a folemn refolution, or
vowing, that we will make better returns as foon
as ever 1t 1s 1n our power—and a ferious and
zealous appeal to Gob, that we will, by the
afliftance of the pIviNe SPirIT, never lay grati-
tude afide whilft we live, but increafe in 1t every
day, till we go with the higheft degrees of it into
cternity; and even there increafe in it, through
an immortal duration, in the prefence of Gob
and all his faints and angels. The praifes and
thank{givings of the pfalms, and all through the
bible, are noble effulions of religious gratitude;
and we ought to read them inceflantly, with a

view
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view to excite and raife our gratitude to the
higheft tone and energy.*

The paffion of ancEr is the oppofite to grati-
tude. This is a moft needful and ufeful paffion
all through life. If human nature was deftitute
of this mighty ferment, this glorious animofity,
we fhould be as ftupid as beafts, and as fluggith
as {nails in the paths of learning, wif{dom, benefi-
cence, and HAPPINESS. Without the paffion of
anger, man would be a difgrace to the creation,
and a dithonour to Gop that created him. Re-
ligion itfelf would be a poor lukewarm infipid
thing, if the paffion of anger, blended with love,
did not enliven it with a {ublime and holy fer-
mentation !

Anger dwelt in the holy breaft of the Lord
Jefus

* We have a rich provifion for gratitude in Dr. Watts’s verfion
of the pfalms, which is the moft proper book in the world for
public worthip : and, for private devotion, our poems and hymns
are without number and end. Amidft the hymns of Dr. Watts,
and the colletions of Mr. Whitfield and lady Huntingdon, and
the excellent new compofitions of the Rev. Mr. Newton in his
Oiney hymns, with many others; let me recommend. a valuable
book, intituled, HARMONIA SACRA, 8vo, fold at Mr. Longman’s
mufic-thop, No. 26, Cheapfide. The book was collefted by, and
engraved at the expence of Mr. Garnon, of St. Mary-Axe,
London; and is, in my judgment, the richeft treafury of facred
poetry and mufic united in a {mall compafs, and at an eafy ex-
pence, that we have in our language.—Every pfalm and hymna
we fing ought to be with a view to raife and kindle up gratitude
to a more ardent flame, till we come to fing glory, honour, praife,
and power to the Son of Gob for ever and ever.
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Jefus Chrift. He looked round about on them
with anger, Mark iii. . Anger, blended with
love to Gop, roufed the noble Phineas to perform
a glorious altion for Gop the Redeemer, Numb.
xxv. 11.  Anger, mingled with love to Gop,
excited Samuel to hew a wicked king to pieces
with his fword, 1 Sam, xv. 13. Anger and love
infpired the excellent Elijah to deftroy Baal and
four hundred of his falfe prophets and priefts,
1 Kings xviii. 40. And anger, blended with love,
excited a greater man to drive the buyers and
fellers out of the temple, John ii. 14--17. And
anger, mingled with love, roufed the great apoftle
Paul to reprove Athenian idolatry, and preach
to the proud and miferable philofophers the un-
known Gopo, Als xvil.

Axcer has been defined a violent commotion
of body and foul, attended with great pain, on
our being intentionally injured by any rational
agent, with a prefent purpofe of revenge.

Or in the fhorter words of Mr. Locke ; anger
is uneafinefs, or difcompofure of mind, upon the
receipt of any injury, with a prefent purpofe of
sevenge.— Anger is a franfient HATRED, or at leaft
very like it.

Anger is difplicency with fome degree of ili-
will: anger, rifing to an exceflive degree, is rage
and fury: anger, deeply rooted, is rancour and

fpite:
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fpite: anger, with a defign of hurting another,
is called MaLiCE: ANGER, having a defire to hurt
another for doing us an injury, is called RE-

VENGE.

The proper objefts of our anger are fin in our
own fouls, and the foolith and wicked actions of
men; efpecially all attempts to difhonour the
true and eternal piviniTy of the Sox of Gop,
and his Hory SeiriT: and our anger fhould rife
at the nature, properties, and actions of devils.

A mixture of anger and fcorn is indignation—
a mixture of anger and love is zeal-—a mixture of
admiration and defire is ambition—habitual joy
is cheerfulnefs ; and a mixture of {elf-leve, felf-
contempt, and forrow, is fhame—a mixture of
felf-love, felf-approbation, and joy, is glory, or
folid greatnefs of foul.

The wifdom of Chrift appears in the cox-
SCIENCE of man. |

The confcience is a power of the rational foul,
by which it knows it’s own altions, and judges
of their fitnefs or unfitnefs, or the moral good or
evil that is in them, according to the light which
the mind has, and with a reference to the judg-
ment and will of Chrift concerning the fame
altions.

Confcience is fcience or knowledge : from this
Aaa knowledge
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knowledge arifes a judgment which confcience
forms of itfelf and it’s actions; and it approves
or difapproves of thofe actions, The will of
Chrift, difcovered by the conftitution and powers
of our nature, and efpecially revealed in the
fcriptures, is the rule of confcience. Nothing
can bind the confcience but the law and will of
Chrift; it is Chrift’s vicegerent in the foul; it
acts for him, and under his juft government ;
and confcience receives it’s authority and-direStion
from Chrift, and is accountable to him, and to no
other power in the world. No laws of men, which
are contrary to the law and will of Gop the Re-
- deemer, are binding on confcience. We ought
to obey Gob rather than men, Adsiv. 1g. v. 20,

The acrrons and orrice of conscienck fhew
the wifdom of Chrift. It is a light to enlighten
men in the knowledge of the will of Chrift. He
is that light which enlightens every man coming
into the world, John i. All the light which
men have, they receive it from the Son of Gob.

Conscience obferves all the thoughts, aétions,
and words of a man’s whole life, from the very
firft dawn of reafon, to the moment of death,
and to eternity.—Confcience writes down every
adt of fin and holinefs; and records, as on tables
of brafs or marble, all the moral and immoral
attions of our foul and body: itis a moft accurate

and
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and dreadful regifter of all forts of crimes all
round the globe.-~Confcience is a bold, refolute,
honeft witnefs. for every man, when he does right
in the fight of Gop; and a terrible, daring witnefs
againft every wicked man, from the monarch to
the flave, in all parts of the world.—Conicience
is 4 judge to condemn or juftify : the confcience
of Jofeph’s brethren condemned them as verily
guilty: the confcience of Darius condemned his
bad conduct in {uffering Daniel to be thrown to
the lions: and the confcience of Felix condemned
him to hell, and made him tremble; and thus
did the confcience of king Saul.—=The confcience
of Mofes and Samuel acquitted them and juftified
them before the whole nation of the Ifraelities,
and made them as bold as lions in their noble
appeals to the people, 1 Sam. xii. 5. Job had a
clear confcience when he faid, My heart fhall not
reproach me fo long as I live, Job xxvii. 6.—
Confcience has the office of a tormentor and
punifher; and a more dreadful punifhment, or a
more fevere tormeat cannot well be endured than
the ftings and lathes of a man’s own confcience,
O! it is the worm that never dies in the {oul;
Mark ix. 44. It is hell begun in every guilty
mind,

There is an evil conscigner; blind and igno-
rant—dull, heavy, aad ftupid—partial to over-
look great fins, and be very fcrupulous concern-

Aaaa ing
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ing lefs: as Saul the king, who was very fevere
concerning eating a little honey; and yet could
kill fourfcore of the priefts of Chrift in cold
blood.—A bribed confcience; as Herod, with
his oath; and yet could murder John the
Baptift.——An impure confcience: even their mind
and confcience is defiled, Titus 1. 15.—A feared
confciences as with a red hot iron, infenfible of
fin and danger ; the wrath of Gop and the flames
of hell, T Tim. iv. 2.—A defperate confcience,
or one filled with defpair; dreadfully concluding,
that there is an utter repugnancy between the
fulleft glory of Chrift and the complete falvation
of my foul. Cain had a confcience in utter de-
fpair: my punifhment is greater than I can bear s
Judas was in utter defpair: I have finned by be-
traying innocent blood: I am loft! I am loft}
I am loft for ever! and he went and hanged and
damned himfelf.—Such are the cenfeiences of all
the millions of the damned in hell; they are
eternally in black defpair!—A good confcience
is one that is well purged by the blood of Chrift 3
well enlightened by the fpirit of Chrift; well re-
gulated by the word of Chrift. It is morally
good ; fpiritually and evangelically good.

In gracious people there may be a miftaken
confcience—a doubtful confcience—a weak con-
feience—a deeply - wounded and painful con-
fcience—an enlightened, alarmed, and awakened

confcience
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confcience, attended with the acoxies of an
almoft damned finner, and yet iffue well in the
peace of Gop,

A GooD CONSCIENCE is a tender one: thine
heart was tender: it hath a tender feeling of the
omniprefent Gop on the confcience—a tender
refpet to all the parts of the word of Gop—a
tender zeal for the divine honour—a tender affec-
tion for the perfon, offices, and glory of CurisT—
a tender love to the perfon, dignity, and opera-
tions of the HorLy SpiriTt—a tender concern for
the kingdom and intereft of Chrift in the world——
and a tender and deep concern to die with dignity
and joy into the bofom of Chrift; a tender con-
fcience is greatly affefted with a godly forrow for
all fin; for the leaft fin; it cannot eafily comply
with a temptation vo commit fin. How can I da
this great wickednefs, and fin againft Gopn ? Gen.
xtxix. g. Se did not I becaule of the fear of
&ap, Nehem. v 15,

A good confcience keeps itfelf void of offence,
Aés xxiv, 16. It is careful to give no offence
to the Lord Jefus, nor to give any offence to
jew or gentile, or the church of Gop. A good
confcience is willing in all things to live honettly,
Heb. xiii, 18.

A good confcience is a pure and holy con-
fcience, thoroughly purged and cleanfed by the
atoning
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atoning blood of Chrift, 1 Tim.iii. 9. 2 Tim. 1. 3,
Conicience i1s polluted by luft: all the powers
and paflions of the foul are in a ftate of the
utmoft pollution and uncleannefs. A confcience
wathed in the fountain of Chrift’s blood only is a
good confcience, Heb. ix, 14. x. 22.

The wifdom of Chrift appears in the pLEA-
surEks of a good consicience, and in the pains
and horrors of a guilty confcience.

A confcience free from the guilt of fin, is a
peaceful and pleafant confcience. A crime is
the violation of the law of Chrift. Guilt is an
obligation to punifhment for an offence or crime.
Pardon is an a& of Chnift releafing a finner from
an obligation to punifhment. A fenfe of this
folution of our debt in the confcience, produces
peace. This fenfe of a releafe from an obligation
to punifhment is brought into the foul by the
SeiriT of CurisT, This application of pardon
produces deep peace in the foul, and a fweet
tranquility of mind, fo that the pardoned finner
is delivered from terror, wrath, and damnation.
And the effet of this peace, and Chrift’s righte-
oufnefs, is quietnefs and affurance for ever, Ifai.
xxxii. 17. And this peace of confcience pro-
duces and cherithes joy, or an high degree of
pleafure or pure delight. It iffues in habitual
10y, which is cheerfulnefs: and this cheerfulnefs

produces
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produces and cherithes fortitude or firength of
mind. Nothing infpires fuch fortitude as peace
of confcience: this fills us with a divine courage,
and confidence in Chrift’s GopHEeabp, fatisfaétion,
righteoufnefs, power, grace, and faithfulnefs.—=
See Dr. Watts’s excellent fermons on fortitude 3
Dr, Evans on fortitude, ferm, XIX. Dr. Samuel.
Wright on fortitude, and his three excellent fer-
mons on SeLF-possEsstoN. N. B. The largeft
colleétion of the beft authors on FoRTITUDE, you
have in the very learned, laborious, judicious,
and excellent Dr. Edward Bentham, late tutor in
divinity in the univerfity of Oxford, and my
worthy friend and correfpondent. His intro-
du&tion to Moral Philofophy, on chriftian prin-
ciples, I do earneftly recommend to all young
ftudents of divinity and preachers of the gofpel.

A good confcience feels habitual joy in Chrift,
and looks forward with ardent delire to death and
judgment: it longs to fee a burning world, a
defcending Gop, and an opening eternity.

On the other hand, the wifdom of Chrift ap-
pears in an EVIL CONSCIENCE.—An evil confcience
is full of the guilt of fin; it hath a vaft number
of crimes and offences to torment it every mo-
ment; it is deftitute of true peace and tranquility,
There is no peace to the wicked; they are like
the troubled {ea, Ifa. lvii. 21. An evil confcience
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is liable to perpetual forrow and fadnefs; it is
full of nothing but trouble and diftrefs, anguifh
or pungent grief, which eftentimes rifes to horror
and defpair. An evil confcience deftroys all
¢onfidence in Chrift; it weakens all the nobleft
fprings of a&ion, and makes a wicked man fiee
when no man purfueth, Prov, xxviii. 1. An evil
confcience trembles at the thoughts of death, and
dreads it’s approach; it looks forwards with ter-
ror to the day of judgment, and the appearance
of the eternal judge on his throne.

Francis Newport, efg; fon to the earl of Brad-
ford, on his death-bed, exemplified thefe terrors
of confcience in a moft amazing manner. See
the account in the piece intituled the Death-Bed
Terrors of an Infidel, 12mo. 1770. Calliftus, in
his converfation with Sophronius, [publifhed by
the learned and excellent Thomas Mulfo, efq;
brother to the ingenious Mrs. Chapone] difcovers
all the fcenes of his guilty life, and all the moft
piercing horrors of his evil confcience, in a moft
pathetic and tremendous manner. And if we add
to thefe two the account of a young nobleman,
which Dr. Young gives in his CenTauR, we may
fee, in a light as bright as noon, that ELL often
begins in this life in the fouls of bad men, when
the wifdom and juftice of the Son of Gob fees fit
to affert his charaler as the Gop and judge of
the whole earth.=—Read an excellent treatife on

CONSCIENCE,
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Conscrence, by the learned and judicious Na-
THANIEL VINCENT, A. M. 12mo. 1676, intituled,
Heaven or Her upon Earth; in which, after
an addrefs to the confcience of the reader, he de-
monftrates, that there is a confcience in man,
evinced from the light of nature—the fads in
fcripture—and continual experience. He fhews
that confcience is a power of the foul of man, by
which we underftand the will of Gop, and are
impelled to comply with it, and do bear witnefs
concerning ourfelves and a&ions; and accord-
ingly Judge and acquit, or condemn ourfelves
for thofe actions, confidered as good or evil.
He goes on to defcribe a good confcience in a
beautiful manner, and fhews that 2 good con-
fcience will fet us before Gob every moment of
life: and that a good confcience will have a
lafting and glorious influence on all our life and
altions, to the moment of death. To this ex-
cellent book add the inftances of the terrors of a
- guilty confcience, in Mr. Waniey’s HisTory of
Man, fol. 1678, page 643; and in Turner’s
History of Provipexce, fol. 1697, chap. ci.

N.B. Nothing is more neceflary for the
prefent infidel age than for us to ftrengthen and
arm confcience by reafon and fcripture.  This!
this is the grand work of every faithful chriftian
preacher to arm and alarm confcience, which
appears to be afleep and dead in millions of man-
kind all over Europe.
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The wifdom of Chrift appears in the MEMORY
of the foul.

Memory is the power of retaining or recol-
lecting falts, words, and fentences; or of reviving
again in our minds thofe ideas, which, after im-

printing, have difappeared, or have been laid
out of fight,

A good memory is ready to receive with eafe,
the various ideas both of words and things—it is
large and copious to treafure up—ftrong and
durable to retain—faithful and altive to fuggeft
and recolle¢t on every proper occafion, all thofe
words, thoughts, or faéts, which have been com-
mitted to it’s care, and treafured up in it: fee Dr.
Watts’s Improvement of the Mind, p. 257. The
wonderful power of memory clearly fhews the
amazing wifdom of Chrift. Without memory
the foul would be an univerfal blank. Memory
is the grand repofitory of languages and {ciences.
Memory is the ftorchoufe of a whole body of
DIVINITY, drawn from the pure {criptures of Gop!
Memory is of infinite fervice in HistorY, by re-
taining facts, charalters, and events of the moft
ftriking and beautiful nature; to allure and
ftimulate us to the praétice ot manly virtue,

The wifdom of Chrift appears in the creation
and ufes of the human iMacINATFON.—Imagina-
tion is the power of reprefenting, in a lively

manner,
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manner, obje&ts that are paft, prefent, or to
come, {o as to imprefs them with great force on
the mind and paffions. And it is likewife a
pawer of painting all objets and things on the
minds of others in fuch a manner as to enlighten
the underftanding, perfuade the will and paflions
to avoid evil and purfue good.

The opjecTs of the imagination are greatnefs,
novelty, beauty, deformity or uglinefs, good and
evil, i. e. pleafure and pain.

The acTions of the imagination are aftonifth-
ment, furprize, curiofity, love, hatred, terror,
averfion, and flight from, or a delightful purfuit
of, an objeét,

The aTrTrIBUTES and acTrons of Cxrist, dif-
played in eyery page of {cripture hiftory, are moft
glorious objects of a fublime, holy, and daring
imagination.

The seconp coming of Chrift, and the grand
conflagration of the univerfe, are objefts of the
human imagination. Here, or no where, we
have grandeur to aftonith; novelty to roufe cu-
riofity ; beauty to excite love ; burning and wrath
to create terror. Here are to be feen a whole world
of beautiful faints and angels, to raife delight and
efteem: here are ta be feen a whole world of de-
formed finners and ugly devils, to awaken in-
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