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and feas, the minerals, the vegetables, the fifhes,
birds, and beafts ; and laftly, we have furveyed
the lovely ftrufture of the human body, the
charming eloquence of the tongue, and it’s won-
derful ufes in preaching the gofpel, and inftrutt-
ing and cheering the foul by wife and excellent
converfation; and in every ftep of our Con-
templation we have feen with admiration and
gratitude the tranfcendent wifdom of Chrift,

Let us now obey the call of univerfal nature;
let us early in a morning ftand on fome pleafant
eminence in the ficlds, when the fkies are clear
and the glorious fun juft rifing in the eaft, the
birds all warbling, the cattle all looking gay,
the fky-lark rifing in the heavens and trying to
carty her fong to the very foot-ftool of Chrift’s
throne, a lovely river full in view, the fithes
leaping up in praife to their maker; and all the
creation cloathed with light and beauty as a gar-
ment; our underftandings clear, our imaginations
bright, ative, 2nd in a fublime and noble fer-
ment; our wills fixed on Chrift as the fupreme
coop, and our paffions fired with his love as the
fupreme eEavuTY; and all our thoughts darted up
to heaven, and {preading into the immenfity of
his grand perfeltions : and then let us burft qut
in a hymn of praife to our redeeming Gopo.
Chrift 1s here: I feel his vital prefence at my

hearr:
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heart: thefe are all his works of wifdom and
beauty.—It muft be fo—elfe why {uch harmony
in the operations of nature, and couftancy in
their effets? Can all the parts of creation,
concur in efficacy, which never united in defign,
without fome common band of confederacy, or
combining caufe? And what is that caufe but
Chrift the mighty, omniprefent Gop.

Can chance be the parent of wniformity which
never fails, or fate give birth to infinite varsety 2

The feveral parts of this material frame, how
diftant foever in fituation, and different in their
matter and compofition, do yet operate con-
tinually on each other, and concur by the mighty,
invifible influence of Chrift, to the prodution
of the fame falutary effects.

‘What influence our earth may have on it’s
fellow planets, or how far it’s re-ation may
affe& the fun, we cannot tell; but furely we feel
the kindly heat of that bright luminary infpiring
us with more than ufual gladnefs. Nor on us
alone is the bounty of Chrift in the fun fo effica-
cious; the other creatures partake his enlivening
energy. To the fun, under Chrift, the vegetable
tribes owe their bloom and beauty : the piercing
rays of the fun, entering the fertile mould, at-
tenuates the vital fap, and exalts it into the flender

tubes
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tubes open to receive it, after the rarefa&tion of
the internal air that was comprefled by the cold
- of night.

This nutritious juice, being attracted along
the minute canals, fhoots up in branches, expand's
into leaves, burfts out in gems, and cloaths them
with all their blufhing honours,

What power is it then, which unites thefe
diftant pares of nature, and adapts their mutual
influences in fuch nice proportions? Who fup-
plied this fountain of light and heat with his in-
exhaufted treafure, and who difpenfes it with fuch
generous, yet wife profufion 2

Thofe objelts are certainly too remote from
each other, to have combined by mutual confent
towards producing one joint and uniform effet.
Befides, what inftruments or meflengers could
pafs between them to fettle their diftinct powers
and times of operation? Yet thefe never interfere
with each other, but confpire with aftonithing
harmony in the propagation and growth of plan:s
and animals: (See Dr. Watt’s Philof. Effays.)
parts therefore they muit be of a common fyftem,
and fome mighty hand muft hold them together,
by a pawerful, though unfeen chain! Who but
Chrift can repair the fun’s continual decays, and
diftribute his bounties in number, weight, and
meafure.

Naor
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Nor is it the fun alone that muft be leagued in
friendly union with the vegetable and animal
tribes: a large concurrence of other caufes, a
right temperature of earth, and air, and water,
and {eafons, is neceffary to the life and health of
the numerous inhabitants that are maintained on
our globe. None of thefe parts are detached
from the others, or independent of them.

The earth fupports the plants; air and water
nourtfh them ; the plants fupply the animals with
food; thefe are fubordinate to each other, and all
are fubjected to the elements in which they refide.
In them they live, and to them they refign their
refpective natures. Thefe elements compofe ane
common mafs, and are governed by the fame
laws. All nature, therefore, is oNE wondrous
ftructure, owe confpiring harmonious wHoOLE.

~ Thatidc’s different, and fometimes jarring parts
fhould co-operate for the prefervation and benefit
of fuch infinitely diverfified creatures, befpeaks
an onenefs of defign; and muft require the pre-
fence and overfight of fome power equal to that
defign. The feveral creatures are all confined to
their refpective elements, nor can any of them
ack beyond their own inftinéts and province in
life; they are bound down to move in fuch a line

of action by the infinite wifdom of Chrift.

There
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There is! there is! a fupreme nature; 2 fu-
preme, almighty, all-beautiful agent; who, un-
confined by time or {pace, pervades the univerfe,
and is intimately prefent with the whole extent
of Gop’s empire. This divine pERsoN 1s no
other than the Lord Jefus Chritt, the Son of
Gop, and the eternal Gop the Son. He is moft
certainly at the head of all things; fupreme in
wifdom; fupreme in power; fupreme 1in good-
nefs, beauty, and love: the auTHOR and MOVER
of the wuoLE worLD; who infpires it’s powers,
preferves it’s connexions, and viewing with joy
all his works from the beginning to the end,
condu@s their operations, with an unerring hand,
to perfection, beauty, and happinefs !

Through what an afcending fcale of being and
beauty am I led, to recolle& and confefs a
governing nature, or univerfal infinite mind, who
filled up every vacancy and formed every link of
the immenfe feries, and bid the feveral orders
move upwards, fucceed each other in endlefs pro-
greffion, and be happy in each fucceflive ftation,
to the utmoft extent of their capacity, condition,
and duration.

From rude and unformed, I rife to polithed
matter in the elegant and curious thells of fifhes
in ten thoufand beauteous forms, and in the vaft

variety of precious ftones, and metals of gold
and
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and filver:—from hence I afcend through the
various tribes of vegetation, till {carce any chafm
or vacancy is left between the fenfitive plant, and
the oyfter with the other fhell-fith, which adhere

to their native rock.

From hence I advance through almoft infinite
orders of animal life, till insTINCT approaches
to a likenefs or refemblance to REasow, and the
brute is refining and refining till it comes to the
confines of maw, whofe nobler ftructure, whofe
fuperior frame of mind points out intelligence,
wifdom, and a&ivity. Man appears to ftand on
the utmoft verge of the material world, and to
lift his head with high ambition into the world
of sprriTs. What orders of intelligence may
lie beyond the human fpecies, and fill up the
immenfe interval between Gop and this middle
limit of exiftence, who can tell, but from the
difcoveries of revelation? To us the upper end
of the fcale and the intermediate links are known
no farther than the Scriptures reveal them, which
mention angels above two hundred times; and
1 know enough to convince me, that 1 am of
heavenly extraltion; Iam the immortal offspring
of Gop; I am allied to infinite perfetion!

This perithable body which I carry about me,

I borrowed from the earth on which 1 tread, and
there I muft foon lay it down—but whence this
Uu quicknefs
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quicknefs and range of thought; this vaft capa-
city to take in millions of ideas from heaven,
earth, and hell; this amazing power to furvey
my own 1deas, and to compare them together,
to fee their agreement or difference: whence this
grand flight of imagination and divinity of
reafon ! whence, but from the Son of Gop, the
fource of all intelligence and thought, the fpring
of wifdom, immortality, and happinefs.

Juft row I faw the {un arife: the fun is Chrift’s
fervant; this minifter has fpread a cheerful
warmth through my mortal frame. Now I feel
more divine fenfations pervading my immortal
foul! Who then kindled this cceleftial fire! Who
lighted up this confcioufnefs of my higher rela-
tion, and taught my bofom to beat with pleafure
and inexpreffible joy? Who but Gob! infpiring
Gop! redeeming Gob! enlivening Gob; that
kind and gentle Saviour whofe fupreme delight
is 1o dlﬂ"ufc happinefs for ever, and whofe bounty
extends to the whole world of heaven and earth!

O! amiable and perfeét Lord Jefus, thou
fovereign and univerfal mind! eternal fpring of
immortal thought, wifdom, and order! how
ftupendous are thy works! what frugality amidft
infinite profufion! what complicated effets are
produccd by the fimpleft caufes! The fun, bright
image of thine immenfe goodnefs ! not only en-

livens
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livens the animal, but fupports the vegetable
world; and ripens and prepares matter for all
the purpofes of life and vegetation! Nor is out
earth the only partaker of his enlivening rays,—
thou commandeft him, O Lord Jefus, to enlighten
and cheer furrounding worlds by the perpetual
diffufion of his bounties: his prefence, like
thine, difpels darknefs and forrow, and infufes
fecret ravithment into the heart; his extin&ion
would bring on univerfal darknefs and infupport-
able horror in the world of nature; and thy total
withdrawment would bring on greater darknefs
and horrors in the world of grace!

The arr, that yielding and expanfive element,
like the breath of Gop the Saviour, not only
feeds and nourithes the vaft variety of living
creatures, but even the vegetable tribes, which
could not fubfift without this common food for
all animal and vegetable life.

What wonders, O Son of Gep! are per-
formed by that fimple agent, the power of Gra-
VITATION Of ATTRACTION, by which the vaft
frame of nature is linked in inviolable union,
and the grand worlds of matter continue fuf-
pended and balanced in perfet equilibrium!

O! almighty redeemer! to gravitation, thy
prime minifter in our world, we owe the ftability
Uu 2 of
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of our hills and mountains, the current of our
rivers, the afcent of our fprings and vapaurs,
which defcend by the fame influence in rains to
refrefh and fertilize the earth. To the attrattion
of gravitation we owe our tides, which keep im-
menfe waters continually frefh and wholefome;
and this is it which caufes the afcent of the
nourifhing juices to the tops of the higheft trees,
'To gravitation we are indebted for the force of
our engines to raife water; the vigour of our
machines: and to attraction we owe the indifla-
luble cobefion of badies all raund the globe.

In this wonderful power of gravitation, I fee
thy hand. O Gop the Sen! I feel thy being and
univerfal providence. It is thy power which
penetrates the effence and inmoft parsicles of
bodies ; combines the remoteft objects in mutual
iympathy and concord. And gravitation, oper-
ating by unmechanic forces, produces the perfect
mechanifm of a world! In contemplating thefe
inferior wheels and movements of this beauteous
machine, let me love and adore my almighty
mover, who impreffed, and every moment im-
preffes the mighty energy by which the whole
creation continues always fair and flourithing!
The immenfity of thy works, befpeaks Thee im-
menfely great, and poffeft of univerfal and ab-
folute dominion! their aftonifhing beauty and

variety
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variety thew Thee to be the origin of order and
perfedion: their conveniency and ufefulnefs to
thy creatures difcover Thee to be exuberant in
goodnefs !

And, indeed, how numerous and diverfified
thy offspring! O, thou parent of being and of
beauty! The vegetable train confefs thy bounty,
while, from the earth’s nutritious breafts, they
fuck the vital {pirit that feeds their tender and
lovely forms. When they wither and feem to
die, the returning sun, thy prime fervant and in-
ftrument, the unwearied minifter of thy benefi-
cence, recalls them into life, and makes them
rife blooming from corruption and decay : for the
grofs particles of the ferrile earth being prepared
in the exquifite laboratory or work - room of
nature, and diftilled thro’ it’s wonderful alembics,
the pores of the furviving root; they are refined
into a purer fubftance, and fublimed into a fine
etherial fpirit,—~Beautiful image of that circula-
tion of nature and converfion of forms, by which
the face of things is continually renewed, the
waftes of nature fupplied, and decay made the
parent of life and vigour!

Infinite races of fucceflions of animals {pring
from thy goodnefs, and every corner of thy wide
dominion {warms with life and new creation ; as
if thou waft afraid left any of thy unemployed

treafures
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treafures fhould be loft, and thy bounties be un-
tafted and unenjoyed.

Nicely is the ceconomy of every creature ad-
jufted to it’s rank and make, and exquifitely
formed for imbibing it’s proper fatisfactions :
how curioufly is each of them armed againft the
dangers to which their fituation expofes them,
by proper iNsTINCTS or weapons of defence! the
parTS how admirably framed for continuing the
sPECIES, fo that nature is every moment teeming
with new births all over the globe from pole to
pole; not a minute of time exifts without fome
new creations to repair the waftes of death, and
the breaches made ; and thus maintain the fuc-
ceffion of beings, who are to live and be happy
on the inexhauftible ftores of a gencrous and
all-fufiicient Gop'!

But O! eternal Saviour, chiefly on man haft
thou fhowered diftinguithed goodnefs! his out-
ward frame how fair, how ereft and formed for
contemplation! cloathed with manly dignity and
ftrength, or elfe foftened with milder grace, and
alluring fmiles fpread through every feature. It
was thou, O parent of love! who taughteft the
human face to charm with fuch expreflive {weet-
nefs, and ordaineft the pafiions to vibrate from
heart to heart, with harmony fo refponfive, by
thofe endearing bands, linking him with the

partner
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partner of his nature in friendly; fweet, and en-
chanting union!

Thou haft placed him a {pe&ator of the uni-
verfe: a fpeftator of the vaft expanfe of the
heavens : a fpetator of thy grand, beautiful, and
majeftic works above and below: and by ftamp-
ing on his mind the features and powers of di-
vinity, i. e. fuperior thought and reafon, haft
given him to fee, know, and feel his relation to
Thee his eternal parent, faviour, friend, and Gob.

Thou haft fettled that fine combination and
equipoife, which I perceive amidft the various
powers and affeftions of my compounded frame ;
thou haft planted thofée generous feelings in the
human breaft, which being wifely and duly cul-
tivated yield unfailing rapture and infinite joy;
and by forming man to a {fympathy with uNIvER-
saL NATURE, haft allowed him to tafte the plea-
fures of his redeeming Gob. Let him gratefully*
acknowledge his obligations to Chrift his fupreme
benefaltor, and adore the bounteous hand that
crowned him with fuch glory and excellence of
nature. .

The

*¢ Gratitude confifts in five things, i.e. alively fenfe of benefits—

a clear {enfe of the beauty and fweetnefs of nature in the bene-
faltor—an ardent defire to make the beft returns—a vow that we

will make better returns the moment it is more in our power—a

refolute determination of the will never to lay gratitade afide, but
increafe in it for ever !
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The wifdom of Chrift appears in the wonderful

POWERS, AFFECTIONS, and iMMORTALITY of the
human sowL.

The foul is a felf-active percipient Being; and
in this foul we have a much greater refemblance
of the eternal Son of Gop than is to be found
in the whole material fyftem; and his attributes
or perfections will be more fully reprefented, and
better underftood, by being compared with the
correfpondent powers or perfeftions in the mind
of man, |

Let me fet this before the eyes of my readers
in the moft eafy, pleafing, and ftriking manner
I am capable of; and thus teach the rifing genera-
tion to be aftonifhed at their own grandeur and
dignity of importance, although their dignity of
holinefs be intirely loft.

The wifdom of Chnift appears in the wifdom
of the mind of man; in which we may, with the
great and excellent Dr. Lexoc, obferve the follow-
ing aftonithing inftances:—I have fenfation or
perception, which are the firft neceffary inlets to
all knowledge or rudiments, caufed by the inter-
vention of my outward fenfes;—~but we may
proceed to take notice of fuch abilities as in-
finitely tranfcend all the {enfation and perception
of brutes.

1 have
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I have a power of reflefting on my own foul,
and all it’s own ideas, as well as uwpon things
withour myfelf,

I have a power of comparing ideas, and of
reafoning and judging of things paft, prefent,
and future, and of bringing up to view ten
thoufand fa&s paft, faéts prefent, and falls to
come, quite down to the end of the world, and
to all eternity.

I have a power of propofing a great and ulti-
mate end of life and altion, and of confidering
and {uiting means to attain my nableft ends; and
of alting always with fome GRAND DEsiGN oF
view of a great good, either real or apparent.

1 feel a power of inventing and contriving,
improving, perfecting, and beautifying many
noble arts and sciEnces, by confidering the nature
of causss and their errEeTs, and the dependen-
cies of one thing upon another; and this aftonifh-
ing power appears brighter in Lord Bacon, Mr.
Boyle, in Sir Ifaac Newton, and Mr. Cotes, than
in millions of other men.

I feel every moment a quicknefs and vivacity
of thought, and a power of reptefenting to myfelf
in an inftant, things at the greateft diftance in
heaven, earth, er hell, as if they were prefent,
without the leaft trouble of LocaL MoTion. I feel

Xx thag



[ 346 1]

that T can fly to the utmoft fixed ftar, and ten
thoufand millions of millions of miles beyond

it: I can range through the heaven of heavens,
and roye all round the globe from pole to pole in
one moment: I can make a mental vifit to all
the regions of the damned in the twinkling of
an eye: I can the next moment make a mental
vilit to the patriarchs, prophets, apoftles, and
martyrs: I can range through the immenfc attri-
butes and actions of Gop: I can review all his
grand decrees in the light of divine revelation:
and fly down into eternal ages beyond the death
and burial of time: and fee what Gop the Re-
deemer will do with me and all mankind, when
all eternity is difclofed to view: I can view the
tranfations of Gobp with men, devils, and angels,
when time fhall be no more.

1 feel a power of forming to myfelf abftracted
ideas of things; and of creating fubjeéts of
thought, which have no other affual exiffence but
in my foul; and a power of judging of the agree-
ment or difagreement of thefe fubjects of thought
with one another: and by this comparing of
ideas, of producing many aftonifhing and ufeful
truths in SCIENCE, MORALITY, and RELIGION.

Thefe, and many others, are the great and
amazing properties of the human foul, which
thew it to be anintelligent being of a nature quite

different
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different from that of MmaTTER, however modified
or cultivated by art; and thefe views of the foul
thew the exquifite wifdom and prudence of our
Lord Jefus Chrift.

If T diftinctly confider the powers of the foul,
I fhall have moft noble profpe&s of Chrift’s in-
finite wispomM.

‘The unNDERSTANDING can form conceptions of
ideas of all Gop’s natural and moral perfe&ions,
and his relations to us and the univerfe. What
animal below man can form one idea of a Gop?
The foul of man has the knowledge of ETERNITY
ITSELF; it can reflet on Gob’s eternal duration,
and on all the clear revealed ideas of Gob: and
when the foul fixes it’s thoughts on eternity to
come, how keenly does it apprehend, that itfelf
thall proceed in exiftence and confcioufnefs with-
out end; with what pleafure daoes a wife and
good man roll over millions of ages in eternity ;
and triumph in the thought that his happinefs is
but juft begun, or juft beginning to begin! An
happinefs ever new, ever fair, ever flourifhing in
the {miles of Gop the Redeemer! There is in-
herent in the minds of men a forefight of future
ages, and which chiefly and moft eafily is found in
the greateft minds and in the .moft exalted geni-
ufes. Men of the vafteft underftanding, and of the
greateft powers of imagination and tafte; and the

Xx 2 farther
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farther a man proceeds in learning and in new
difcoveries in the fciences and in true divinity,
the more he relifhes the thought of immortality,
and the more he longs for the eternal fruition of
Gop. This paffion for eternity of duration was
implanted in my foul by my creating and re-
deeming Gop, Chritt Jefus. I have a natural
idea of eternity, a defire after it, and an expecta-
tion of it; which would not appear if my foul
was not immiortal. - I have a conception of things
paft as far back as eternity before creation. Ican
furvey, by the help of revelation, the ideas and
determinations of Gop the Father, and his tranf-
a&ions with his eternal Son and Spirit; andI can
conceive of their joys and delights in each other,
and in their profpeéts of making and redeeming
a world ; I can form ten thoufand conceptions of
Gobp’s attributes and altions; and although the
knowledge which my underftanding has of Gonb,
and all things in heaven, earth, and hell, is im-
perfect in the prefent life; yet I expeét a future
ftate and world in which my foul will exift, and
it’s knowledge of Chrift my Gop, and all other
things, will be more clear, extenfive, and com-
pleat. Ifind I have not time enough ta cultivate
the knowledge I am capable of attaining in this
prefent ftate: I fee that the liberal fciences have
been cultivating for thoufands of years, and within
thefe two hundred years paft, learning has been

advanced
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advanced beyond all former ages; amazing im.
provements have been made fince the great
Avrstep publifhed his aftonithing Encyrro£DIa,
in two folio volumes, 1649. Vaft and furprizing
difcoveries and advancements have been attained;
and yet there are worlds of fcience yet uncon-
quered, and many parts of the well known {ciences
are yet unexplored.

The knowledge of the very beft objeits, the
very beft truths, the beft difcoveries of ideas
which were hid in the unfathomable Gop from
eternal ages, are all very imperfeét at prefent;
but blefled be our great Gop and prophet, the
lictle that we do attain is worth more than ten
thoufand worlds! And we rejoice in the cer-
tainty that our fouls will exift in a ftate where we
fhall {fee Gop face to face as he is, in all his glery;
and we fhall know as we are known, whea our
immortal minds will be employed in more noble
exerciles on the very felf-fame objefts we now
contemplate : we fhall know more of the eternity
of Gob the Father, more of the eternity of the
Lord Jefus, and the eternity of the Holy Spirit;
we fhall know more of the eternity of heaven
and hell, and more of the grand, the awful,
and fublime tranfattions in thofe two eternal
worlds: we fhall know more of the eternity of
our own fouls, and be aftonithed at qur own im-
mortal dignity !

My
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My knowledge in this life is not in proportion
to the powers Gob has given me. Men of much
greater capacities and tafte than mine find that
their richeft attainments in learning are not equal
to their underftanding and thirft after knowledge.
Bacon, Boyle, Locke, Newton, Milton, and Dr.
Young, with a thoufand other great men, have
always found that their learning and knowledge
of the whole circle of the fciences and divinity,
were not in proportion to their capacities, nor in
proportion to the clofe and intenfe ftudy of farty
or fifty years.

To fuppofe that fuch fouls, of fuch amazing
underftandings, thirft for knowledge, and gran-
deur of imagination and paffions; to {fuppofe that
fuch fouls are on a level with a beaft of the field,
or a {wine in a fty, or a dog 1n a ditch, is the
higheft infult on the common fenfe of mankind,
and the greatelt outrage on the perfections of
Gop. Itis nothing le{s than blafphemy on Gop’s
moral charater, to fay that he has beftowed thefe
wonderful powers in vain. The wretched foci-
nians, who hold the material nature and total
extinétion of the foul at death, reproach their
maker; they infult the eflential attribures and
dignity of Gobp; they do, in effeét, declare and
affert, that the foul is no better than the foul of 2
brute, or the refult, of 2 proper organization of

the
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the brain; and when that brain is feparated or
dead, the foul is extinguithed and loft, What
contemptible ftuf is this to come from the tongue
or the pen of a philofopher! Well may we apply
the words of the apoftle Paul to thefe men,
Rom. 1. 22. ®aexovres sivas copos epwparbnoay. Pro-
fefling themielves to be philofophers, they alted
the part of fools.

As for us, who profefs ourfelves vile finners
before Gop, and to hold thofe principles which
are commonly called calviniftical, we feel that
our fouls always want to know more; and let us
know ever {fo much in this life, we {till ardently
wifh to know more and more of Gop and the
univerfe. And we find that the farther a man
goes in learning the languages and {ciences, the
more violent is his appetite for knowledge, hap-
pinefs, and immortality : witnefs thofe great
men above mentioned, and thoufands of found
{cholars now alive.

Has Gap given this appetite, or vaft defire in
vain! But the argument advances in ftrength
when we confider the cafe of all truly good men
and women in the world.—Thofe wife and good
chriftians, who know moft of Goo’s being, attri-
butes, and a&ions; who know molt of the divine
perfon, attributes, aétions, and offices of the Lord
Jefus Chrift; who know moft of the eternal

perfon



[ 332 1]

perfon of the HoLy SeirtT, and his infinite attri-
butes, actions, and grace on the heart; who know
moft of the fenfe and fpirit of the {criptures, and
the kingdom ef grace and glory; they defire to
know more and more every day and hour of their
lives ; they follow on to know the Lord ; they
diligently ufe all the beft means to increafe and
enlarge their conceptions of new ideas of Gon
the Redeemer and his attributes, and to have more
lively apprehenfions of his eternal Gopuean, and
his divine and infinite fatisfaltion and righteouf-
nefs : they thirt moft violently for {piritual
knowledge, and after all find it imperfe&, partial,
picce - meal, obftruted, and interrupted; and
therefore they are not fatisfied, and are often not
contented with their prefent knowledge; and
with unbounded ardor long for a future ftate and
world where all darknefs and 1mperfe& concep-
tions of divine objelts will be removed, and
they fhall fee all clear, lovely, and ravithing, to
eternity.

Now is this mighty difcontent with our prefent
knowledge, and this ardent and inextinguifhable
paflion for infinite improvements all in vain ? and
in vain it muft be, if the Gop of wifdom and
goodnefs has not endowed us with immortality.

‘Who but a madman or a fool can believe that
a foul that hath fuch vaft objedls, and is capable
of
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of fuch aftonifhing altions in ten thoufand
different modes every day and every hour of life,
can be made up of fuch perifhing ftuff, and no
other than that which compofes the body and
brain of an ox or an afs!

The obje&s and a&iens of the wire difplay
the wifdom of Chrift, and thew the foul to be
immortal.—The obje&t of the will is coop, or
that which will give us the greateft and pureft
PLEASURE, as wellias remoeve paiN, Gob is the
pureft good, and no obje&t is good or can be
good, feparated from Goo. Now Gob, as the
fupreme good, is fuited to the will or the power
of felf-determination and choice. Gop has all
the properties of the fupreme good: and Chrift
has all the properties of the {fupreme good, equally
with the divine Father. Gobp the Redeemer is
fuited to our nobleft powers of apprehenfion,
conception, and tafte; he is fuited to all ages,
places, and conditions in life, from the beggar
to the monarch; he is fuited to all offices and
employments that we can fuftain: I may enjoy
his prefence without blufhes and fthame, or forrow
and felf-contempt, or fufpicion of my a&ing like
a fool, or dread of pain and bad confequences,
My fruition of his favour and good-will improves
upon longer experience; it will {upport in the
fevereft troubles and the moft excruciating trials
in life; his prefence yields {weeter pleafure oa

Yy the
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the moft frequent repetition; and the delights
which arife from a union of my will and tafte
with his will and beauty, will be habitual, perma-
nent, and increafing to eternity !

The will has a moft amazing power of be-
ginning motion; this is a reai and wonderful
power, and difplays mightily the wifdom of
Chrift; this is fuch a power as matter is not
capable of ; my mind or foul hath a power of
atuating the body, though not feen in the body;
and I have a power of moving or not moving
any part of my body at pleafure; and I feel 2
power of determining the motion of my body
this way or that way, without being firft moved
or impelled by any outward force, that is, as we
have obferved a power of beginning motion of
itfelf, which is indeed a true and real power, and
is not to be found in dead matter; a power of
willing, chuling, or afting freely, or without
being aéted upon by any external agent. The
a&ions of the will are free, and refemble the
abfolute freedom and dominion of Gop; the
attions of the beft man or the worft cannot be
forced by any creature, no creature has any
power over it to force it, nor deftroy it: I have
ten thoufand ations of my will, which are inde-
pendent of the body; and my will can operate
without the body in chufing or refufing; in flying
to an object as coop; or flying from an objett as

evil:
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evil: and my will can fubfift and live without the
body, and when it is dead. This fhews the vaft
dignity of the foul and the wifdom of Chrift!

The wiLL has vaft, yea infinite pESIRES ; and
thefe defires are never fully fatisfied in the prefent
life; whatever my will has, it is defirous of more;
it is never fatisfied; it’s defires atter KNOWLEDGE
are not gratified to the full to any one man in
the world, nor it’s defires after marpiNEss in
general ; and it’s defires after Chrift himfelf, the
fupreme good, are not fully fatisfied. Thefe
defires after Chrift may be confidered in five
views, and each view difplays the wifdom of
Chrift.

1. The fir# defires towards Cumrist, which
break out from the foul, are with a view to
obtain a real faving intereft-in his perfon, in the
friendfhip of his heart, and an intereft in his |
precious blood and perfect righteoufnefs. The
foul, on 1t’s firft deep convictions, ctics out with
inceffant ardour, I would give a thoufand worlds
for a real intereft in Chrift}

2. The fecond defires towards Chrift are to
have a {weeter union and a more fenfible converfe
with him in his grace andlove. My foul panteth
after Gop; my heart and my fleth cry out for the
living Gop; when fhallTcome and appear before

Yy2 Gop 1



