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tion of fpecial and heavenly ordinances, i.e. fing-
ing, prayer, baptifm, and the Lord’s fupper, are
the fources of ten thoufand joys: confidering
thefe as alts of worfhip, they are full of ideas,
full of wonder and delight. The intereft and
kingdom of Chrift all over the world, with the
fpread and profperity of that intereft in the freth
news of numerous converfions of finners, and
ftrong cordials of believers, will awaken a thou-
fand joys within us. A clear vivid profpe& of
the fpiritual reign of Chrift in the LATTER DAY
GLORY, with a view of the ruin of popery and
mahommedifm ; the converfion and reftoration
of the Jews to their own land, and the fulnefs of
the Gentiles all round the globe from pole to
pole; thefe! thefe are rich and abundant fprings
of joy to every generous and public fpirited
chriftian! But the grand and illuftrious appear-
ance of the Son of Gop, in the reign of a thoufand
years perfonally on earth; this magnifies and
multiplies our joys ten thoufand thoufand
times: and laftly, add the ultimate '.glory and
happinefs of a future ftate to all eternity; this
renders our delight and joy in Chriit more than
unfpeakable, more than full of glory !

Lorp JEesus, thou art the efficient causk of this
delight and joy in thee; thou art the obje& of
this joy, as well as the author of it; thou art the

Gob
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Gob of hope who filleft us with joy and peace in
believing : we defire to feel the joy of the Lord
Jefus to be our ftrength, Neh. viii. 10. May
Gob the Spirit make us rejoice with great joy,
xii. 43. Give us the oil of joy for mourning,
Iai. Ixi. 3. May the Spirit of Gob give us this
Jrf# and richeft of all his fruits, Gal. v. 22. And
may we find that the kingdom of Gob within us
is joy in the Holy Ghoft, Rom. xiv. 17. May
all the preachers of the gofpel increafe our joy;
and may the word and ordinances of prayer and
praife raife our joys in Chrift into the greateft
ftrength and duration !

Lord Jefus, let us rejoice in thee with a conftane
joy; and though our joys will have fome mixtures
of imperfetion in the prefent life, and meet with
frequent interruptions and enemies; yet let our
joys be revived and reftored, and richly increafe;
fo that after winter nights of darknefs may joy
come in the morning, may the meek increafe their
joy in the Lord, Ifa, xxix. 19. May lively medi-
tations on the perfon and glories of Chrift increafe
this joy; may we feel thofe joys which are un-
known to the ungodly world; fuch joys with which
a fttanger to Chrift doth not intermeddle, Prov.
xiv. 10. fuch joys as furpafs the underftanding of
a natural man; fuch joys as cannot be fully ex-
prefled by true chriftians; a joy unfpeakable and

full
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full of glory; a joy that is immottal as our fouls;
a joy that can never be utterly loft; a joy thatwe
fhall carry into eternity with us at the hour of
death; a joy that will burft all bounds the
moment we enter into the prefence of Chrift in
the eternal kingdom of heaven!-—See all thefe
ideas amplified richly by Dr. Gill, in his Body of
Pratical Divinity, 4to. 1770, p. 119--132. Read
the life of the great John Reynolds, in which you
have moft noble exercifes of joy in Gob’s per-
fections.

4. The uaTtreD of CuHRIST,

Hatred is the defire of Chrift’s will to be dif-
united from all objets which are contrary to his
nature, injurious to his dignity, difguftful to his
tafte, oppofite to his grand prerogatives, and
hurtful to his intereft and glory. Whatever is
evil, or fit to do injury to his perfon, laws, and
government, is the objed of his vaTrEp. And
whatever is agreeable to his nature, promotive of
his dignity, pleafing to his tafte, and honourable
to his prerogative, intereft, and glory, is the
obje&t of his LovE.

The hatred of Chrift includes two ideas.

1. An at of his divine will, determining not
to raife to honour, by the peculiar bleflings of
goodnefs and grace, fome of his rational creatures:

this
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this Chrift may do without injuftice to his crea-
tures, or difhonour to his perfeétions; for none
of his moral attributes lay him under obligations
to confer {pecial favours or infinite bleflings of
goodnefs ; he has a right to with-hold or beftow
them juft according to his fovereign will and
pleafure.

2. The natrep of Chrift includes another idea:
it is an a& of his divine and human will, deter-
mining to exercife juftice and infli& punithment
on guilty creatures: and this punifthment is in-
flited for nothing but fin, and fin is the fole
caufe of all punithment. Nothing can be the
caufe of penalty but fin. The precife idea of
punithment is this;—it is the evil of fuffering na-
tural pain for moral evil committed. And this
diftinguithes punithment from cruelty and op-
preflion on the one hand, and cafual pain on the
other.

Our hatred ought to correfpond, or be exactly
conformable to the hatred of Chrit. We ought
to hate fin, and to hate no creature but for the
fake of fin infeparably cleaving to his nature,
temper, and attions. Our hatred of fin, or de-
fire to be difunited from it, ought to have no
bounds, and no end. It is impofiible for us to
hate fin too much : it is impoffible for us to hate
fin equal to it’s infinite evil, confidered oBjEC-

TIVELY,



[ 288 ]

TIvELY, or the objet againft whom it is com-
mitted; and EXTENSIVELY, as fixing a ftain in
the foul thro” an infinite duration, unlefs wathed
away by the blood of Gob, and purged off by
the Spirit of Gop!

5. The anger of CHRisT.

The anger of Chrift confifts in his being dif-
pleafed with fin, and with finners on the account
of fin. There is a clear difference between anger
and hatred. Chrift may be angry with his people,
but not hate them. A father may be angry with
his fon, and not hate him. ¥e may be angry
at our bad actions and hate them, but not our
perfons. We deferve hatred: we may imagine
ourfelves hated, when we are not: Chrift may
not manifeft and difplay his love, and yet not
hate his people.

'The proper affeftion in us to correfpond with
the anger of Chrift, is to hate all fin in it’s na-
ture, root, and branches; hate original corrup-
tion and atual fin; hate all fins of omiffion and
commiffion; fins againft the law and againft the
gofpel; fins againft light and love; fins againft
the light of nature, and fins againft the light of
grace; fins peculiarly againft Gop the Father,
and peculiar fins againft Gop the Son, and fins
peculiarly againft Gop the Spirit.  Let our hatred

rife
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rife as high as heaven, {pread as wide as infinite
fpace, and be as lafting as an endlefs eternity.

6. The zrar of Curist.

Zzeav is the arpour of his mind as Gopz 1t 1s
the ardour of his mind as man: it is the fervent
affeéion which he has for himfelf, confidered as
the glorious Gop-man, or Gobp incarnate; with
anger and indignation againft every thing which
ts pernicious and hurtful to his perfon, intereft,
and glory. Chrift hath equal zeal for the glory,
of his Father, and the glory of the Holy Spirit ;
lie hath a vehement affeCtion for his owna honour,
and an earneft will and defire, by all proper
means, to promote and advance the difcovery
of his perfettions; with an infinite refentment
againft every perfon and altion that tends to ob-
{cure and dimintfh his higheft character and glory.
It likewife includes that ardent affection which he
bears to his own people and intereft in the world ;
with his lively indignation and wrath againft all
perfonsand things which injure them, or his king-
dom of grace in their hearts, |

Chrift abhors a NEUTRAL sPIriT inreligion, of
an halting between two opinions: he hates all
carelefinefs and indifference in his caufe: he
fcorns LUKEWARMNESS In divine and heavenly
things; he difdains it with all the di{dain and in-
dignation of a Gop.~—Lukewarmnefs, or a care~

Oo lefs
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lefs and indifferent frame of foul under a pro-
feflion of religion, is the very oppofite to Chrift’s
whole heart: 1t 1s a vile treatment of all the ex-
cellent difcoveries of divine revelation: it is not
treating Gop, and his Son, and Spirit, as being
the moft glorious obje&ts in the univerfe. He
fees that this abominable temper proceeds from
the worft of caufes,—a ftupid ignorance, malig-
nant unbelief, deep - rooted, uncured enmity.
Thefe, thefe are the fources of neutrality, care-
leflnefs, and lukewarmnefs in religion; and are
the objeéts againft which Chrift dire&s his utmoft
zeal. On the other hand, the objeéts of Chrift’s
zeal, are Gob, 1n his effential glory; himfelf in
his peculiar perfona_l glory; and his bleffed Spirit.
His higheft end is the utmoft glory of himfelf, in
the worfhip of Gob; in the word of Gop; in
the grandeft truths of that word; peculiarly the
cospEL ; his ordinances and the difcipline of his
houfe. His zeal is fharply pointed againft all
idolatry and corrupt worfhip; againft all rssen-
TIAL ERRORS in the grand rounpaTions of re-
ligion, and againft all immoralities in practice.
‘The Hebrew word for zealous, or jealous, figni-
fies refentment for the deareft thing. The deareft
thing to Chrift is the divine nature and attributes,

It is impofiible for Chrift to deny himfelf; that
is, conceal his true divinity or infinite perfe@ions,

or
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or do any thing, or fay any thing to make him-
felf appear to be WHAT HE Is NoT; or to alt as
though he is not poffeflfed of infinite attributes
or perfeCtions properly and truly divine. His
zeal will prompt him to refolve that he never
will fuffer any man, or men, or devils, to con-
ceal his prvinity, or reprefent him to be what
he i1s not; 1. e, a mere man, without the molt
fevere wrath and everlafting punithment.

‘The affetion in us correfpondent to the zeal
of Chrift, is zeal, or the utmoft ardour* of mind
to advance his perfonal and relatuve glory.

Zeav in us is compounded of the moft fervent
love to Chrift, and the higheft anger againft all
his enemies on earth and in hell. Every perfon,
action, and thing that conceals his glory, will be
the objelt of our anger, {corn, and difdain: and
in proportion to their capacity or quality to in-
jure his honour, our contempt and abhorrence
will arife.  And, on the other hand, we fhall,
with the utmoft force of love, delight in every
perfon, action, or produltion, in proportion to
their capacity, inclination, or tendency to dif-
play to the very uttermoft all his illuftrious per-
feGtions.

Oo 2 Read

* See the Motives to Zeal in the Proteftant ;Magazine for

April, 1782.—See Dr. Gill on Zeal, Body of Pratt. Div, p. 148.
—See Reynolds on Sacred Zeal, 1716.
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Read Dr. Evans on Zeal, vol. II. and Mr.
John Mafon on Zeal and Lukewarmnefs, in his
Sermons on Chriftian Morals, vol. 11. 8vo.

7. The wratny of CurisT.

WRATH is no other than punifhing jusTicr.
It is great anger, Deut. xxix. 24. it is anger
highly incenfed, and rifing into a flame of fire :
it is the indignation of anger, Ifal. xxx, 30. the
fury of his anger, xlii. 25. the fiercenefs of his
anger, Hoiea xi. 9. The wrath of Chrift in-
cludes three moft awful ideas,—his fixed deter-
mination to punith fin; all fin, wherever he finds
it: his dreadful threatenings in his word that he
will punith fin: and laftly, his tremendous
actions exerted in the punithment of wicked men
and devils in all periods of time, and through
all the ages of eternity,

Chrift has an invariable hatred of fin wherever
he fees it: and as he is fo great a lover of holi-
nefs, if he could fee an a&t of holinefs in a devil he
would love it; fo he is fo ardent an hater of fin, that
if he could fee an a& of fin in an angel or a foul in
heaven, he would intenfely hate it, and manifett
it to be the utter abomination of his foul. O!
do not this abominable thing that I hate, Jer.
xliv. 4.—See here the feriptural expreflions of
Chriit’s wrath againft fin. The fierce anger of

the
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the Lord, Numb. xxv. 4. the fiercenefs of his
anger, Deut. xi1i. 17. the Lord cometh burning
with his anger, Ifal. xxx. 27. devouring fire, the
burnings of eternity, MoKEDE oLaMm, Ifai. xxxiii.
14. the ardors of eternity, the ardent flames of
eternity. Gop the Son is jealous, or zealous:
the Lord revengeth and is furious: who can
ftand the fiercenefs of his anger? his fury is
poured out like fire : the rocks are thrown down
by him, Nahum i. 2--6.

There are a great number of moft ftriking and
amazing paffages of fcripture, in which the wrath
of Chrift is difplayed in the moft alarming lan-
guage. Chrift fpeaks with all the terrors of a
wrathful Gop. Curfed, curfed, curfed! no lefs
than eighteen times in the xxviiith chapter of
Deuteronomy. We have ten terrible words of
Chrift in Iaiah xxx. And the Lord Jefus fpeaks
the terrors of a diffolving world all through
Ifaiah xxiv. He fpeaks fifteen terrors of dread-
ful wrath in Ifaiah xxxiv. 2--10. The fublime
and majeltic Son of Gon fpeaks near twenty
tremendous and heart-rending expreflions of his
wrath in Nahum. i. 2--10. In Matt. xxv. we
hear him fay, Go ye curfed into everlafting fire,
prepared for the devil and his angels. And in
Matt. xx1i1. he points a thoufand terrors at the
fouls and confciences of all falfe profeflors of re-

ligion.
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ligion. Ye liypocrites, how can ye efcape the
damnation of hell?  And the Son of Gob gives
us the moft tremendous denunciation of his wrath
in Rev. xiv. 10. this is levelled at the head and
heart of every lover and abettor of the fupremacy
and infallibility of the pope and church of Rome.
Whoever fhall worfhip the beaft and his image,
the fame fhall drink of the wine of the wrath of
Gonb, which is poured out without mixture—and
he thall be tormented with fire and brimitone, in
the prefence of the holy angels, and in the prefence
of the Lamb, Wo! wo! ten thoufand woes be
to every man that fhall fall within the verge of
this moft dreadful threatening of the Son of Gob.

RecorLecTioN and devotional Exercife on the
AFFeCcTIONS of CHRIsT.

Thus we have taken a view of the love and
beauty, grace and joy of Chrift, confidered as
Gop and as man. We have furveyed his hatred,
anger, zeal, and wrath, and in every view of his
affections he appears either infinitely amiable or
infinitely awful ; confequently thefe views of him
have the higheft tendency to raife correfpondent
affe@ions in us. His love to himfelf, to his
Father, and his Holy Spirit, and to -us, thould
excite in us the utmoft love to him: his INFINITE
amiaBLENEss fhould raife our efteem, defire, and
benevolence to an infinite or unbounded exertion;

that
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that 1s, we fhould love him in an unlimited
manner and degree: no limits ought at any time
to be fer to our love, we thould burft all bounds,
and ftrive to love him as he loves us. His joy in
himf{elf, and in the other divine perfons, his_ joy
in all his works of creation, providence, and
grace, fhould excite us to the utmoft joy in the
{fame objects; as he rejoices in us to do us goed,
we fhould rejoice in him to do him fervice, and
advance his glory in the world. As Chrift hates
fin and fatan, and the {pirit of this world, we
fhould hate the very fame obje&s, and our hatred
fhould rife higher and higher to eternity: as
Chrift is angry at nothing but {in, and creatures
clothed with finful qualities, fo our anger at fin
and fatan and the wicked chara&ers and aions
of the world fhould rife up to an infinite degree,
1. e. we fhould {et no limits to our anger at our
own bad hearts, to our anger at the wicked
prattices of hypocrites in the church; and the
wicked tempers and manners in the world; we
fhould fet no bounds to our anger at the temper,
attions, and devices of fatan, the god of this
world : we fhould hate him and all his works with
an infinite hatred to eternity.

As Chrift hath an unbounded zeaL for his own
charaler-and honour, and will never never appear
to be wHAT HE Is NoT: as he exerts an infinite
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zeal for his Father’s gloty, and the glory of the
eternal Spirit; as Chrift is infinitely zealous for
his people and their beft interefts, {fo our zeal
ought to correfpond with his for the very fame
obje&ts. Zeal is a great ardour of foul for any
perfon or thing, with a vaft indignation at any
perfon who would injure the object we love; and
our ardour for Chrift, and againft his enemies,
fhould be without any bounds. Zeal, or jealoufy,
is refentment for the deareft object. Chrift ought
to be the deareft obje&t to our fouls, and our re-
fentment at any thing which injures his honour
and intereft, ought to be infinite. We have ten
thoufand motives to excite us to facred zeal for
Chrift and his holy religion. Angels are ever
zealous for Chrift, and thall we be lukewarm!
Devils are zealous againft Chrift, and fhall we be
lukewarm | Papifts are zealous for a falfe religion,
and fhall we not be zealous for the true and the
beautiful religion of Chrift! We have been
zealous for fin and guilty pleafures in years paft,
and fhall we not be zealous for holinefs and divine
pleafures now ? Wicked men are zealous for re-
bellion againft Chrift, and fhall not we be zealous
to obey him! Socinians are zealous to degrade
him to a meer man, and to dethrone him from
their hearts eternally, and fhall not we be zealous
to exalt him as the true and the moft high Gob,
and place him eternally on the throne of our fouls,

the
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the conicience of man! The princes and nobles
of France, and fome proteftant univerfities, are
at this moment zealous to enter into a fubfcrip-
tion of ore huadred thoufand pounds, to print a
moft {uperb edition of Voltaire's works, at the
price of one hundred guineas a fet¢, and fhall not
we be zealous to promote and propagate the
glorious gofpel of the blefled Jefus! Shall the
great lords of France be zealous to propagate the
writings of the greateft infidel of Europe, and
fhall we be lukewarm in promoting and advancing
the immortal writings of the eternal Son of Gob.

Lord Jefus! thou art infinite Iove and infinite
beauty! help us to love thee with all the force
and fulnefs of our affettions! aflift us to rife to
the higheft and moft perfet efteem! to long for
thy prefence with the moft ardent defire; to bear
the utmoft good-will towards thee the fupreme
and eternal good: help us by thy bleffed Spirit to
delight in thee the ocean of delight; let us
rejoice in thy perfon, in thy works, and in thy
people and kingdom in the fouls of men! affift us
to hate all the objets which thou hateft, to be
angry at nothing but that which is the obje&t of
thine anger, to be zealous for all things which
are the objects of thy zeal, efpecially the glory of
thy divine Father, the glory of thy divine Self,
and the glory of thy divine Spirit.

Pp Teach
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Teach us to fear and tremble at thy wrath,
O! eternal Son of Gop! at the prefent moment
thy patience prevails, and thy wrath delays it’s
terrible operations; therefore finner’s hearts are
fully fet in them to do evil, Eccl. viii. 11. But
a Time is coming, and it will foon come, in which
all thae thall perfift in atheifm and infidelity, pride
and enmity to thee; in which all that fhall deny
thy GopsEeap, defpife thy righteoufnefs, trample
on thy blood, reje& thy grace, infult thy laws,
and fcorn thy gofpel, fhall call on the rocks and
mountains to hide them from thy wrath; for the
great day of thy wrath will come, and who
amongfl all the rebels fhall be able to ftand?
Rev. vi. 14--17. Read Dr. Watts, on the wrath
of Chrift, in his fermons on the world to come,
2 vols. 8vo. and Dr. Young’s incomparable poem
on the laft day. I with this admirable poem to
be fo frequently read by my young friends as té
be wrought into the very texture of their head
ahd heart. O! finners, youanuft fee a defecending
Gop, a burning world, an opening eternity; you
iuft fee the folemn temples, the gorgeous palaces,
the cloud-capp’d towers, yea the great globe
itlelf with all that it inherits, diffolve like the
bafelefs fabric of a vifion, and leave not a wreck
behind. Then finners !

< From eaft to weft you fly, from pole to line,
Imploring fhelter from the wrath divine,

Beg,
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Beg flames to wrap, or whelming feas to {weep,
Or rocks to yawn compaflionately deep:

Seas caft the monfter forth to meet his doom,
And rocks but prifon up for wrath* to come.”

Dr. Young’s Laft Day, Book I, p. 16.

Now finners, when you fee all the earth in
flames fifty miles high all round the globe from
pole to pole, what will you do? where will you
fly ? where will be your honours, your pleafures,
your eftates, your fine hnufes, your rich furniture,
your heaps of gold and filver, your luxurious
fealts, your rich wines, your foft velvet couches,
your downy beds! when they are all turned into
flames, and confumed by the devouring element }
yea the whole globe itfelf will become one burn-
ing ball of fire!

* The wrath of Chuift is the ardent affe&ion of his divine apd
human mind to do that which bis hatred of fin, his juftice to the
finner, and his reafon and dignity as the fupreme judge affropted
requires to be dope.
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A
CONTEMPLATION

ON THE
MORAL PERFECTIONS

OF

CHRTIS T

WISDOM, e GOODNESS, == MERCY, w= PATIENCE, watt
HOLINESS, = JUSTICEy=—= TRUTH;—~5INCERITY ==t
and FAITHFULNESS,

I. The wispom of CHRIST.

HE wispom of CHRisT is the ability of

A his underftanding to propofe the beft end,

to ufe the beft means, to obferve the beft time of
altion, and to fecure the beft confequences.

Chrift hath an ability of mind to propofe the
beft end in all that he doth, in creation, provi-
dence, and redemption : and as the Goprsap is
infinite being and goodnefs in a nature that is in-
telligent and felf-exiftent; therefore the difplay
of this divine nature and it's properties muft be
the higheft end of all the divine decrees and ac~
gions: and as the eternal Son of Gop is a moft

glorious
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glortous fubfiftent in this divine nature, his end.
muft be the difplay of his own glorious perfec-
tions in a2 manner-quite confiftent with thofe per-
feCtions that are in the Father, and the Holy
Spirit, and which perfeftions are common ta the
facred three, by reafon of their effential unity,
Now the difplay of thefe attributes by fuitable
a&ions muft be the fupreme end of our Lorp
Jesus Carist. And this end he hath propofed
in the creation of the world. Wifdom, power,
and goodnefs appear in all the parts of the vifible
univerfe, and the providence of Chrift is nothing
but the exertion and difplay of the fame divine
perfe@ions in the prefervation and government
of all the creatures which his hand hath made.

Chrift propofes the fame end in the redemption
of his church, only with this additional circum-
ftance, that here 1s a much fuller and brighter
exertion of every attribute in Gop than in the
work of creation and providence,

Chrift always ufes the very beft means to attain
all his ends in creation and redemption; and he
ever obferves the fittelt circumftances of time,
and manner of altion, fo that nothing is done
00 foon o1 too late: nothing is done in a de-
formed and difguftful manner, but with the
higheft dignity and beauty of action worthy of a

Gop. His wifdom provides againft all evenis
which
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which may fruftrate his defigns, or occafion him
to repent and wifh he had ufed other means, or
purfued other meafures; and he always fecures
the very beft confequences in his whole adminif-
tration of providence and grace.

The wifdom of Chrift is vifible to common
fenfe in all the parts of creation, from the blazing
fun to a grain of fand; from the lofty cedar to
the hyflop on the wall; from the vaft whale,
which is like a floating Iffand, to the little min-
now; from the tall oftrich to thelittle robin-red-
breaft, and the leffer humming bird; from the
monftrous elephant to the imall mite, and the
much fmaller infe&ts which are invifible to the
naked eye.

Chrift’s wifdom fhines out in all his works.—In
the amazing vaftnefs of unbounded fpace; in the
wonderfal variety of his creatures in this im-
menfe extent of {pace ; in the beauty and elegance
with which all his creatures are fitted up; in the
exceeding magnitude, and the exceeding.minute-
nefs of his creatures; and in the wife adjuftmenc
of every part of the creation to the whotle, fo as
to conftitute one harmonious {yftem, adorned
with beauty-to excite our love; replet¢ with no-
velty to excite curiofity; and full of. grandeur to
roufe admiration into the moft pleafing attonifh-
ment .and ardent devotion.

Qgq There
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There cannot be a more familiar and ftriking
way to excite the attention of young perfons to
the works of Chrift, and his wifdom difplayed in
them, than by fuppofitions that the feveral parts
of creation were formed otherwife than they are;
or otherwife adjufted to each other. This method,
therefore, we will purfue in our prefent Contemp-
lation, toinftruct and pleafe the rifing generation
of ferious chriftians.

‘The wispom of CrRrIsT appears in the magni-
tude and fituation of the su~. If it were bigger
or nearer to us, we fhould be fcorched to death,
and burned to afhes; if it were lefs or farther
diftant, we fhould be frozen to death, and be-
come ftatues of ice; if the fun were to move
with twice the fwiftnefs it does now, we fhould
have two days and two nights in the fpace of
twenty-four hours ; if the fun moved with but half
the {wiftnefs it does now, our days and nights in
March and September would be twenty-four
hours long; and confequently the fatigues of the
day would ruin our health, and the tedious length
of the nights would vex our fpirits, and make
life a burden and a plague.

The wifdom of Chrift appears in the magnitude
and ficuation of the moon, If the moon was
bigger or nearer to us, it’s ation on the ocean
would be {o great, and raife the tides {o high, as

to



[ 307 ]

to drown the cities of London and Briftol with a
terrible flood;;* if the moon was lefs or farther
from us, it’s ation on the feas would be {o finall
as to be next to nothing, and we fhould have no
tides 4t all; the confequence would be the river
Thames would not be deep and ftrong enough to
bring up our fhips, and navigation would be at
an end.

The wifdom of Chrift appears in the fituation
of the FIXED sTARS; we have the utmoft reafon
to believe they are all funs, of equal if not fu-
perior magnitude with our fun. If thefe were
nearer to us, we fhould be deluged and drowned
with light, if they were lefs or much more remote,
we thould be much lefs affefted with the immeafe
power and glory of their crREaTorR the Son of
Gob.

The wifdom of Chrift appears in the magni-
tude, diffances, and motion of the prLanvETs; if
they were bigger or lefs, if they were nearer or
more remote from our earth, if their motion
was more rapid or more flow, the order and
ceconomy of our {yftem would not be fo beauti-

ful as it is now.
Qq 2 The

* The fhips would be drove up into the royal-exchange, and
flpat in St. Paul's church-yard; the cellars of London would
be-all filled with water, and all the merchants warehoufes be
drowned and loft. But if the moon had been made fo from the
beginning, this could not have been the confequence, as all thefe
ptaces muift have conftituted the thore of the river,



