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and improvement on Mr. Addifon’s papers. And
Mr. Hervey has advanced upon both, by fhewing
the practical application of this beautiful power
to all the beauties of creation, and all the {ub-
limeft exercifes of devotion to Chrift; he read
Le Pluche’s four volumes of Nature Difplayed,
and Thompfon’s Seafons of Spring, Summer,
Autumn, and Winter; and then applied all the
warmeft powers of the richeft genius that ever
man pofleft, to paint the tranfcendent glories of
that Gop incatnate, who is the firft-caufe of all
worlds, the fovereign Lord of all confciences, the
fupreme good and beauty to the fouls of men,

and the laft end of the univerfe, *

The

# The original, EFFICIENT caUSE of all the innocent PLEA-
SURES of the IMAGINATION, is Gop himfelf, our creator and re-
deemer; Gobp the Father, Gop the Son, and Gop the Holy Spurit,
who 1s the executor and beautifier of all the works of creation.

The NECEssarRY causk of our being pleafed with what 1s
great, new, and beautiful, is unknown ; that is, we know we are
pleafed, but we can aflign no other reafon but this, that Gop has
made us in fuch a peculiar manner, that we cannot avoid being
pleafed when we fee any thing new, beautiful, or great.

But the FINAL cauUsEs of our being pleafed with the grand,
the new, or the beautiful, are better known, and may be eafily
difcerned by every perfon of common fenfe and virtue,

The FINAL cAUSE of our being pleafed with what is great, 1s
evidently this. Gop the Son has fo formed the foul of man, that
nothing but himfelf can be it’s laft end, and it's adequate and
proper happinefs : and becaufe the whole of our happinefs muft
arife from the centemplation of his divine perfon, and the rrui-

T108 of his perfeCtions: therefore, that he might give our fouls
a juft
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The 15th chapter of Exodus, the 32d chapter
of Deuteronomy, the sth chapterof Judges, the
8th Plalm, the 1gth Pfalm, the 23d Pfalm, the

103d

a juft relifh for fuch a glorious contemplation and fruition, he has
made them naturally delight in the apprehenfion of what is great
and unlimited like Gab.

Our admiration, which is a very pleafing emotion of the mind,
immediately rifes at the view of any objeét that takes up a great
‘deal of room in the imagination; and by confequence will im-
prove into the higheft pitch of aftonithment and devotion, when
we contemplate Gobp the Redeemer in his infinite perfon and per-
fections, who is neither circumfcribed by time or place, ner can
he be comprehended by the largeft capacities of men or angels.
Such an objeét as Chrift, who is unbounded by time, and there-
fore eternal ; unbounded by fpace, and therefore omniprefent ;
and unbounded in power, and therefore almighty; is the moit
glorious objeét of the imagination and tafte of a real chriftian.

The rINAL cAUSE of our pleafure in objefts which appear new,
rare, and uncommon, is this: Gop the Son has annexed a secreT
pleafure to the idea of any thing that is new or uncommon, that
he might encourage us in the eager and keen purfuit after the
knowledge of himfelf; and to roufe and kindle up our beft
pafions to fearch into the wonders of his attributes and ations
in the works of creation and redemption: for every new fdea
brings fuch frefh pleafure with it as rewards any pains we have
taken to acquire it, and confequently ferves as a ftriking motive
to put us upon frefh difcoveries in Gop the Son, and his word
and works of grace, nature, and providence.

The FINAL CAUSE of our PLEASURE in BEAUTY, or in objefls
‘that are beautiful, is eafy to be apprehended.

Gob the Redeemer has made every thing that is truly beautiful
and good in our own fpecies, pleafant to us, that we might
exercife love to all mankind ; for this reafon he has given beauty

of countenance, beauty of perfon, of voice, of temper, of man-
ners,
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yo3d Pfalm, the 104th Pfalm, all belong to
Chrift, and are richly fuited to raife the higheft
pleafyres in a chafte and fublime imagination, if

you

ners, that thefe might all con{pire with their fineft impulfes, to
firike our fenfe and imagination with chafte and delicate pleafure.

The FINAL cAUSE of the BEAUTIES of CREATION is to pleafe
the fenfes, the imagination, the tafte, and the paflions. Gon
our Saviour has made every thing that is beautiful; and has made
fo many objefts appear beautiful and pleafing to our taite, that he
might render the whole creation more cheerful and delightful to
our {ouls.

He hath, in the exuberance of his love, given almoft every
thing about us the power of raifing an agreeable idea in the
ymagination ; fo that 1t is impoffible for us to behold his works
with coldnefs and indifference, and to furvey fo many beauties
of creation and revelation without an inward fatisfaction and
complacency, which fhall increafe in us to eternity,

The final caufe of BEAUTY in the difcoveries of sCRIPTURE isto
fire up our paflions to love and ftudy the word of Gop with an
ardent attention and delight. Thus did that fublimeft genius,}
who is the glory of this county, the pattern to all divines, the
ornament of Great-Britain, and the honour of human nature,

The FINAL caUSE of beauty in the Son of Gop is to attra&
and attach our fouls in the moft intimate and intenfe manner to
himfelf; becaufe he is the fupreme truth to fuit the underftand-
ing; the fupreme good, to fuit the will; and the fupreme beauty,
to ravith and fix the beft affeftions. All the beauties of material
nature ; all the fweetnefs of fenfitive good ; all the graces of a
perfeét man ; ali the glories of an angelic mind ; and all the ip-
finite perfections of the immortal Gop, are united in Jefus Chrift,
So that our Lord Jefus, as the glorious IMMANUEL, is the mof}

pleafing
1 The Rev. James Hervey, born at Hardingftone, within one mile of

Northampton, Feb.26, 1714, and died reor of Wefton.Favell, two miles
diftant, Dec. 2.3, 1753, aged 43,
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you read them ten thoufand times: tothefe add
the Song of Songs, which is the moft beautiful
paftoral in the world: and to compleat all, read

that

pleafing objet of contemplation ; the full fountain of our noblett
life; the firm bafis of our immortal hopes ; the true centre of our

perpetual reft ; the richeft fund of our pureft joys, and the final
caufe of our eternal exiftence.

He is our head of vital influence ; the ocean of pleafure; the
centre of attration, and the rock of fecurity from eternal ruin!

Gop’s holy Spir1T knows the nature of man, for he has made
owr frame and conftitution, and he has wifely adapted the dif-
coveries of Chrift to the human imagination; and by this medium
he fweetly infinuates the knowledge of the fupreme beauty and
good 1n the richeft imagery in the whole fyftem of nature.

The fragrance of the rofe—the beauty of the lilly—the fruit-
fulnefs of the vine—the fweetnefs of the apple-tree—the vigour
of the tree of life—the ftrength of the bread of life—the bright-
nefs of the morning-ftar—the grandeur of the fun—the firmnefs
of the rock of ages—the meeknefs of the lamb of Gop-—the
fplendor of his father’s glory, and the exprefs image of his per-
fon—the image of the invifible Gop-—~the wonderful—counfelior
~—the mighty Gop--the everlafting Father—the prince of peace-s
the prince of the kings of the ear'th—the Lord of glory—=the king
of glory—the king of kings, and Lord of lords—our LoD and
our Gop—Emanuel Gop with us—the only-begotten and well-
beloved Son of Gop—the fon of man—the Lord from heaven——
the fecond Adam—Chrift the Lord—Jefus the Saviour—the cap-
tain of falvation—a horn of falvation—the falvation of GOp=w
the wifdom and power of Gop~the MERCY promifed, Luke i. 72.
—the angel of the covenant—the prince of life—the king of
righteoufnefs—the ‘mediator of the covenant—the furety of a
better teftament, Heb. vii, 22.—the author of our faith—the
finither of our faith—the friend of finners—the head of the
church—the apoftle and high prieft—our advocate=JrHovas,
our righteoufnefs—the way—the truthe—the life—the light of the

world
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that grand piece of eloquence, the 4oth chapter
of Ifaiah, which 1s a noble reprefentation of the
eternal Divinity of Chrift. Sir Richard Black-
more’s, Dr. Watts’s, and Dr. Gibbons’s poetic
tranflations of many of thefe pieces, will afford
us great and devout pleafure.

8. PersonaL BEAUTY is an object which pleafes

the TasTe of Chrift.
Beauty

world—the pearl of great price—our life—our peace—our hope—
our fhepherd—our brother——our father—our hufband-—the defire
of all nations—our all in all, Colof. iii. 11. Thefe, with many
more names of Chrift, firike the imagination and paffions in the
mott lively and grateful manner: and thefe images are full of
grandeur to aftonifh—of novelty to furprize—and of beauty to
allure and fix the affeCtions for ever.

So then, upon the whole, my dear reader, let us come to a
happy conclufion of this long, but ufeful Note.

If the greateft perfonal excellencies and BEAUTIES imaginable
—1f the moft intimate RELATION to Gop and his higheft glory,
with the deepeft intereft in his heart—if the mof aftonithing Love
to us—if the neareft uNrons with us, and the moft ufeful and
endearing relations to us—if the moft arduous worxks and fuffer-
ings undertaken for us—if the greateft vicTor1Es gained for our
welfare, and the richeft Pr1cE paid for our REDEMPTION—If the
greateit BLEssINGs beftowed on us for the happinefs of body and
foul—if the moft exceeding great and precious PROMISEs made to
us, fealed with blood and confirmed with the oath of Gop—if
any of thefe feparately, and much more if all collected together,
render Chnift pleafing to the imagination, amiable to the under-
ftanding, good to the will, and attrative to the affeftions: if all
thefe are reafons invincible, and motives irrefiftible to excite us
to love Chrift, then furely he hath demands upon us which are
Infinite upon infinite, through an eternity of duration.
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Beauty is that quality in an objeét which excires
love. Holinefs in a chriftian is the greateft
beauty on earth. Holinefs is an affemblage of
all the chriftian and perfonal graces; the divine
and focial graces of the believers heart; and this
is the moft lovely object in the univerfe.

With refpeét to the cHRISTIAN GRACES.

Faithin Chriftisthegreateft beauty; and unbelief
1s the greateft uglinefs of the foul. Love to the
Redeemer is beautiful ; enmity is an horrid de-
formity. Imitation of Chrift’s temper is a beauty;
and an imitation of the temper of the devil is the
greateft uglinefs. Obedience to Chrift as our
Lord is beautiful; rebellion is moft horrid de-
formity. Learning at the feet of Chriftis a lovely
temper and pofition; a ftubborn fcern of his in-
ftruions is the fpirit of hell. Dependence on

him as our advocate and interceffor 1s a beautiful
altion, a refufal of that dependence is the mott

deteftable 1nfolence.

The PERSONAL GRACES are an objedt of Chrift’s
tafte for beauty: he loves to fee humility, but
he abhors pride; he loves meeknefs, but hates
rath anger; he approves of contentment, but
detefts difcontent; he likes patience, but diflikes
fretfulnefs; he is charmed with wifdom and pru-
dence, but defpifes the folly of fools; he approves
of fortitude and bravery of foul; but difdains

Ll cowardice
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cowardice and fearfulnefs in the caufe of Gop;
he is delighted with chafte fouls, but he hates ths
lewd and unclean; he looks on felf-government
and felf-pofieffion with the higheft approbation
and delight, whilit all ungovernable appetites
and lufts are the objefts of his keeneft ab-
horrence.

The p1vine cracEs are the objects of his tafte:
he loves to fee his people poffefls a clear know-
ledge of Gobo, but he hates ignorance, as the
plague of the human underftanding; he approves
of our moft ardent love to Gop with the higheft
delight, but he abhors all enmity to his Father
with his whole foul; he is delighted to fee his
people poflefs the greateft degrees of the fear of
Gob, burt he difdains that pratical atheifm which
is in all our hearts; he fees obedience to be very
grateful to his tafte, but he is infinitely difgufted
with difobedience and rebellion againft Gop; he
hates to fee his people diftruft the providence and
promiles of their heavenly father, but admires
and rewards all vital faith, truft, and confidences
he ardently loves to fee his difciples cultivate
warm and lively communion with Gop in his
works, word, and ordinances, but conceives an
infinite indignation at all indifference of mind,

and dilaffe@ion of heart to the nature and beauti-
ful charaéter of Gonb.

The Lord Jefus hath an high delight in our
moft
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moft fervent gratitude to the moLy SpiriT, but
he hates to fee us grieve the Holy Spirit of Gop,
by whom we are fealed to the day of redemption ;
when we grieve his Spirit we grieve Chrift, and
if he is offended the divine Father is difpleafed,
and the eternal Gopreap is infinitely affronted ;
but when we pleafe the bleffed Spirit, all the
divine perfons {mile upon us with approbation
and delight,

The socrar craces are objeéts of the fublime
tafte and relith of the Lord Jefus. Nothing ap-
pears to lie nearer his heart than that his people
fhould love one another : this gives him infinite
joy and fatisfaction, he is pleafed to fee us put on
bowels of mercy; generous forgivenefs, indefatig-
able beneficence, invariable truth and faithful-
nefs, with inflexible juftice and integrity towards
each other: on the other hand, all hatreds, firifes,
and contentions among brethren he infinitely
abhors ; all cruelty, implacablenefs, and thutting-
up our bowels to our poor brethren are the objett
of his urmoft indignation: he fays to fuch per-
fons, * how can the love of Gop dwell in you?”
Chrift has an eternal averfion to all injuftice,
lying, and every {pecies of deceit and falthood;
they are an abomination to his foul. Let us
therefore conform our tafte to the tafle of the
Son of Gop, let us hate all that he hates, and

Lla2 love
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love all the objets and qualities which are
the objefts of his invariable delight and ap-
probation,

The cenerAL Graces which run through all
the branches of the CHRISTIAN TEMPER, and
ftamp a dignity on every other grace, are SINCE-
CERITY, in oppolfition to hypocrify—conitancy or
perfeverance, in oppofition to backfliding and
apoftacy—tendernefs, as the oppofite to impe-
nitence and hardnefs of heart—zeal, in oppofition
to lukewarmnefs—and prudence, as the oppofite
to imprudence,

And amongft thefe general graces, fincerity is
the chief, and is that which gives all others their
real worth: it is this which affords infinite pleafure
to the TasTE of our Lord Jefus Chrift. Itconfifts
in fincerity and foundnefs of heart—{incerity, in
the graces of repentance, faith, hope, and love—
fincerity in our ardent attachment to the glorious
do&trines of the gofpel —fincerity in our worthip
of prayer and praife—fincerity in our daily walk
and converfation. On the other hand, hypocrify
of heart—all counterfeit repentance and faith—all
pretended hope and love—are an abomination to
him: he abhors all indifference of heart and luke-
warmnefs of foul to the glorious gofpel; he dif-
dains all hypocritical worfhip, all lip fervice, all
formal prayers, and meer praifes of the voice;

he
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he defpifes all hypocritical faftings and falfe humi-
liations, and all external demurenefs of converfa-
tion, whillt the heart is abfent from Gop and
rotten in his fight. But, whilft he dooms all
hypocrites to eternal fire, he will fill the fincere
foul with fpiritual joy and gladnefs: he will beftow
on them all bleflings of grace and goodnefs; he
will prote&t and defend them from all evils of
body and foul, and from every enemy on earth
and in hell. Such who walk uprightly, walk
furely, on good ground, in a good path, and by
a good rule; they fhall grow ftronger and ftronger,
Job. xviii. 9. They fhall enjoy the vical prefence
of Chrift now, and fee and enjoy his glory for
ever.—See Dr. Gill’s excellent difcourfe on Godly
Sincerity, which is the very beft I have ever read;
Body of Praical Divinity, 4to, 1770, chap. xxi.
p. 213--219. To which add Dr. Evans’s judicious
Sermon on Sincerity in the Chriftian Temper,
vol. II. ferm. xv.

9. ARDENT FRIENDSHIP towards our BEsT
FRIEND is exceedingly pleafing to his tafte.
~ Friendfhip is the union of two fouls by the means
of vital holinefs, or the famenefs of a divine
nature in each, which i1s the common cement or
bond of affection. Chrift {peaks in Tuch a lively
and ftrong ftile as though he never could be near
cnough to his pmple. Evoienow v avrois—] will

indwel
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indwell 1n them, 2 Cor, vi. 16 xa wWeos avTo
sAevcousha xas povny wap avrw womrop—andwe will
come to him and make our abode with him,
John xiv. 23.—~—Eqw & avreis, xai v e g0, ba w
TETEAEIWMEVOS E4S EVe Iin fhem, and thou in me,
that they may be made perfelt in one, 1. e. that
they may be confummated, or finithed, or fitted
up into one body, John xvii. 23.—He loves to
fee his people defire to be one {pirit with him,
and to have his perpetual prefence with their
inner man; to experience his agency in them, his
confcioufnefs of all our thoughts and emotions of
foul, his fympathy with us at all times, his atten-
tion to every feeling of pain or pleafure, his deep .
and keen refentment of all injuries done to us by
our enemies, and his ative care of all our mi-
nuteft concerns or interefts. This, this 1s that
friendfhip which Chrift intenfely loves; and this
1s exactly correfpondent to his cordial interceflion
in heaven.—See our views of Chrift as a friend
in the former part of this volume, page 84--go.

10. SusLIME coNcEPTIONS of Gop, and inward
GRANDEUR of THOUGHT and PassioN, are obieéls
in his people, which pleafe his tafte in the higheft

degree.

Chrift hates to fee any mean and poor con-
ceptions of Gop in the minds of his people:
he defpifes all mean, grovelling, and fordid

thoughts
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thoughts: he pities the littlenefs and poverty of
our minds: but he loves an amplitude of foul.
he is difpleafed with mean and earthly paflions:
but he 1s vaftly delighted to fee our affections
rife above the fkies and foar like eagles inro the
vaft blaze of the OMNIPRESENT suN of RIGHTE-
OUSNESS.

Noble and lofty thoughs are principally thofe
which relate to DIVINE OBJECTS, 1. €. the attributes
and altions of Gop; or fuch things as among
men are generally efteemed the greateft and moft
dluftrious, as the perfons of the greateft of men,
or fuch afions as have the higheft marks of
power, wifdom, courage, beneficence, and all
other things as are of the higheft efteem among
mankind.—See Dr. Ward” lettures on Oratory,
le&. xxxviii, vol. II. p. 169.

A perfon of a truly religious and fublime tafte
will feel unbounded pleafure in contemplating
the infinite perfections of Chrift, as they are dif-
played in the amazing extent of the ftarry heavens
—in the periods and diftances of the planets—
in their f{urprizing magnitude or quantity of
matter—in their annual and daily velocities—in
the different weight of bodies on their furfaces—
in their diurnal motions on their own axes—in
the different degrees ot light and heat commu-
nicated to themn from the fun—in the different

times
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times which our earth, our moon, and the other
planets and moons would take in falling into the
suN—in the amazing f{wiftnefs of the rays of
light in flying to the different planets and moons,
which 1s no other than a conftant inftance of ¢he
power of Chrift in moving the bodies which he
has made, with what velocity he pleafes—and by
this power he communicates his influences to im-
menfe diftances almoft in amoment. And farther,
when we take a view of another world or fpecies
of bodies, 1.e. the fyftem of comets, what wonders
of the omnipotence of Chrift will pour in on our
aftonithed underftandings. And after all to rife
to the immenfe power and prefence of Chrift,
difcovered in the diftance, magnitude, and number
of the fixt ftars. Add to all thefe wonders, the
miracles of the Old and New Teftament; and the
infinitely nobler miracle of the redemption and
converfion of millions of immortal fouls in the
feveral periods of time; and then, great, wander-
ful, and immortal Gobp, how pleafing muft it be
to thy tafte, to fee all true believers on earth,
and in heaven, fall down at once and adcre thy

glorious and lovely perfettions !

XII. The arrecTioNs of CHRIST.

The AFFECTIONS or PassioNs in the foul of
man, are fenfible commotions of our whole na-

ture, attended with pleafure or pain, arifing
from
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from the fight of an objet, appearing good or
evil, great, new, beautiful, or ugly, fuited to
excite that commotion.

The passions of Chrift’s foul are converfant
about objects new, or good, orevil, beautiful or
deformed.

In men, thefe fenfible emotions arife from a
view of objelts in their various kinds and circum-

ftances.

As to their xINDs: an objelt appearing coob
excites LoVE; if it appear EVIL, it excites hatred;
if it appear NEw and GREAT, it excites WONDER

O ADMIRATION.

As to the circumftances of coob or evit: if
good be prefent, it excites joy;—if eviL be
prefent, it excites forrow;—if coop be abfent,
and yet pofiible, it excites hope;—if EVIL be ab-
fent, and likely to come, it excites FEar. Thus
love and hatred, joy and forrow, hope and fear,
are the fix great passrons of the human foul; all
the other paflions are but different modes of thefe
original aftetions, or combinations of them, to
produce fome great and good EFFEcT.

We have the Joy to know that all the holy
paffions that were originally planted in the heart
of Adam in paradife, are now in the Heart of the

M m man
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man Jefus in heaven ; and they all find full exercife
every moment towards the various objects in
heaven, earth, and hell. In heaven, he exerts
all the paffions of efteem, good-will, delight,
and joy; on earth, he exercifes the paffions of
love, hatred, efteem, contempt, complacency,
and difplicence, benevolence and abhorrence,
defire and averfion, anger, zeal, and wrath; in
hell, he exerts the utmoft averfion, difplicence,
fcorn, difdain, hatred, and anger: the utmoft
zeal for Gop and againft finners, with the moft
dreadful demonftrations of wrath continually
flame out againft the damned: and in heaven

and hell, Chrift will exercife his different paflions
to ETERNITY !

In all our conceptions of the divine and human
affeCtions in the pErson of Chrift, we muft avoid
all ideas of thofe weaknefles which take place in
the nature of fallen man. There are no painful
commotions or uneafy perturbations in the mind
of Chrift. All that is carnal and fenfual in our
paffions, every thing that favours of weaknefs
and imperfetion in the exercife of affeftions in
us, muft be entirely removed out of our concep-
tions of the affeQions of Gop the Son in his
divine and human nature. And with this caution
let us proceed to confider a moft ftriking, noble,
and beautiful part of his illuftrious chara&er.

The
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The affeGtions which belong to Chrift as Gob-
man are love, grace, joy, hatred, anger, zeal,
and wrath: and aclear view of thefe paffions hath
the higheft tendency to produce in us the utmolt
wonder, veneration, love, gratitude, and joy; with
hatred of fin, dread of his anger, terror at the
exertions of his wrath, and the higheft ardour of
foul to fpeak out his praife, promote his caule,
and difplay his glory,

1. The vove of CurisT,

Is that ardent affeGion with which he regards
himfelf, his divine Father, his Holy Spirit, his
people, his angels, and his other works. Love
is the moft beautiful perfe&tion of Chrift: it is
the firtt and faireft of all his affections; it enters
fo deeply into the nature of Chrift, thatit is the
very eflence of Chrift as Gop and man. Gobis
love, his divinity is love, his human foulis love.

Chrift loves himfelf in the tendereft manner,
and with infinite ardour; hence he cannot but
make himfelf [in connexion with the other divine
perfons] the ultimate end of all his thoughts,
volitions, decrees, and works of creation, pro-
vidence, and falvation.

Chrift’s love fo his people confifts in his free
good will to raife them to diftinguifhed happinels,
honour, and ufefulnefs, by the bleflings of fpecial

Mm 2 and
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and peculiar goodnefs, i. e. the good work of
grace in this life, and the good of glory in
life eternal.

This is the love that flames out with fuch
ardour and brightnefs in his incarnation, life,
and altions, all through the gofpel. This is the
love that reigns over and beautifies all his divine
and human perfections: this is that affettion
which renders Chrift {fo lovely to all awakened
regenerate finners. Chrift efteems his people
hike a Gop; he defires a connexion with them
like a Gop; he bears the moft fervent good will
to them like a Gop; he delights in them like a
Gen; he views his people, as wafhed in his own
blocd, clear of all guilt; cloathed with his
divine and infinite righteouine{s; enriched and
beautified with all the graces; and as heirs of his
heavenly glory: in thefe views of them they
always appear beautiful and lovely in his fight.
'The proper correfponding affection in us towards
Chrift, confidered under the idea of infinite LovE,
is love, 1.e. efteem of his fupreme excellence;
defire of union with his heart, as fit to do us the
utmoft good; good will to him, as worthy to
receive all good; and moft intenfe delight in
him, or complacency and reft of foul in his
beautiful and lovely nature and perfeétions.

2, The
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a. The crace and sravTy of Chrift.

Grace in Chrift is himfelf: he is grace itfelf,
or moft amiable: I am gracious, Exod. xxii. 27.
This exprefles the beauty of his nature. Beauty
is that quality in Chrift which exciteslove. Chrift
1s the fupreme and infinite beauty to attract our
efteem, our defire, our benevolence, and delight.

Gracg, as difplayed by Chrift in a&tions of
kindnefs, is no other than his free favour; it is
good will undeferved : yea it 1s good will to the
moft unworthy and provoking, the moft un-
grateful and guilty traitors againft his crown,
dignity, and prerogative; and this good will
exerts itfelf in a moft free and generous manner,
and beftowing bleflings we have quite forfeited,
and are unworthy to receive and enjoy. Chrift
ftiles himfelf Jenovan Gop, gracious, Exod.
xxxiv. 6. he delights to exercife loving-kindnefs
in the earth, Jer.ix. 24. he hath exceeding riches
of grace, Eph. ii. 7. he is the Gop of all grace,
1 Pet. v. 10. by the grace of Chrift I am what
I am, 1 Cor. xv. 10. and he faith, with the rich
and unbounded generofity of a Gob, my grace
is fufficient for thee, and my ftrength is made
vifible and glorious in thy weaknefs. The ufes we
fhould make of the grace and beauty of Chrift are
thefe: we thould place an entireconfidence in, and
dependence upon, his grace; we {hould abhor 2l

{in,



[ 278 1

fin, as it 1s infinite uglinefs and deformity, and
diretly oppofite to the beauty and lovelinefs of
Chrift. We fhould imitate the beauty of Chrift
in our temper and paflions, and perform every
action of life with a peculiar beauty and grace;
and long for that world where grace and beauty
ever, ever reigns.

3- The jov of Curisr.

Jov is a lively delight of the mind, arifing
from a prefent poffeflion of coop; and this joy is
always adjufted to the fuitablenefs and the great-
nefs of the good we poflefs.

Chrift hath a lively and agreeable fenfation,
arifing from the prefence of immenfe good always
in his pofleflion and within his power. Joyin
Chrift bears a ftrong refemblance to the paffion of
joy in men, otherwife we could not difcourfe of
one from the other: and if we could not reafon
from analogy, or likene(s between the attributes
and actions of Gop, and the powers, affetions,
and altions of man, we could know nothing at
all. For we know nothing but by analogy.

Joy, asafcribed to Chrift, is no other than his
delight and complacency in perfons and things.

1. Chrift has joy in himfelf, and in his divine
Father, and the Holy Spirit: he rejoices in his
own
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own infinite felf-fufficiency : he feels a fullnefs of
content and fatisfaction, and he refls infinitely
well pleafed in himfelf.  Joy and delight is a reft
of the will in an obje& infinitely good. Chrift
muft therefore intenfely be well pleafed with
himfelf. He rejoices in his own exiftence, attri-
butes, and attions: he rejoices in the exiftence,
attributes, and ations of his divine Father; and
in the exiftence, attributes, and a&ions of his
cternal Spirit.

2. Carist hath jov in all his works. He
has joy in his works of creaTion; he hath a
fublime joy in the boundlefs and incomprehenfible
fpace 1n which all his creatures exift, Whatever
this ftrange myfterious fpace may be, and how-
ever 1t may puzzle the underftanding of a Nrw-
TON or an Angel to define what it is; we are
fure it is not Gop, if it is not acreature; and we
are equally fure that Chrift fills heaven and earth;
Chrift fills and poffeffes unbounded fpace with
his glorious GobHeap and perfe@ions; and he
views all the vaft variety of creatures in this {pace
with infinite delight—every creature, from the
fun to a grain of duft. Creatures of the vafteft
magnitude, or the moft minute, are all fitted up,
preferved, atuated, and direed to their final
deftination by his immenfe underftanding, infinite
power, and boundlefs goodnefs,

Chrift
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Chrift hath joy in the great work of rREPEMEP-
tion : he rejoiced in the profpect of it before all
worlds; he was daily his Father’s delight, and
his delights were with the fons of men, Pro. vii.
30, 31. He had joy in the very places on the
earth where his people fhould be born; and he
~vow this moment feels infinite joy in {urveying
all things paft, all things prefent, and all things
to come, with refpeét to the falvation of his
people.

3. Curist hath joy in his PEOPLE.

He had the moft intenfe delight in viewing the
whole world of his chofen people, from an uncon-
ceivable eternity, as wafhed in blood and made
holy and happy creatures: and when he {weat
blood 1n the garden; when he was apprehended
like a thief, and led as a criminal to the high
prieft’s hall; to Pilate’s judgment feat; to be
made a cypher and treated as a fool by Herod and
his infolent bluftering bullies: when he was
loaded with the crofs, and then nailed to the crofs
he bore; when he hung {ix hours between heaven
and earth, {urrounded and filled with the wrath of
Gop; and when he cried, My Goo, my Gob,
why haft thou forfakenme? It is finifhed! even
through all thefe dreadful fcenes, he felt un-
bounded joy in the profpect of attoning for fin;

breaking the heart of Satan, triumphing over
death;
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death; but efpecially bringing all his people to
the knowledge, the refemblance, and fruition of
Gor, and of bringing Gop, and all the riches of
grace into the fouls of millions, who fhould be
for ever happy in the bofom of infinite love!

The correfpondent affettion in us is joy in
Chrift: and it is infinitely reafonable and juft,
that, as he rejoices in himfelf, we fhould rejoice
in him likewife: as he rejoices in his works of
creation and redemption, we fhould rejoice in
them too: as he rejoices in us to do us good, we
fhould rejoice in him to promote his utmoft glory
in the church and in the world.

Let us delight in his natural and moral per-
feCtions, which are infinite. Let us rejoice in
kis love, in his choice of us from everlaft-
ing ; and in the covenant of grace made between
him and his divine Father for our eternal hap-
pinefs. Let us delight ip the grandeur and dig-
nity; in the fulnefs and riches; in the fitnefs
and fuitablenefs; in the beauty and lovelinefs of
his divine perfon. Let us rejoice in his glorious
offices as our teacher or prophet, as our great
high prieft and interceffor, as our king or gover-
nor. Let us delight ourfelves im all his con-
nexions and relations to us, as our friend,
brother, head, hufband, and father. Let us
delight in his falvation, as it is a falvation for

N n {ouls,
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fouls, immortal or deathlefs fouls: a falvation
for finners ; a falvation from fin; a falvation as
free as Gop can make it; a great and aftonithing
falvation; a plenteous and complete redemption;
exceeding fuitable to our cafe and circumftances
as finners; and an eternal {alvation in it’s glorious
confequences: it is as large as our wifhes and
lafting as our immortal nature!

Let us rejoice inceffantly in his righteoufnefs:
it is 2 RIGHTEOUSNESS DIVINE and infinite; 1t is
the righteoufnefs of Gon; it is glorioufly com-
menfurate to all the demands of the law and
juftice of Gop. This point is difplayed with ex-
quifite eloquence and beauty by the worthieft of
men, HEerVEY, 1n his Theron and Afpafio, letter
VII. and in his eleven letters to Mr. Wefley,
8vo. This righteoufnefs is matter of our higheft
joy, as it acquits from all guilt, or abfolves our
obligation to {fuffer for fin: it renders us pleafing
and acceptable to Gop; is entirely free for the
pooreft and vileft finner in the world, who cordi-
ally applies for it: it fpeaks peace and ftrong
confolation to thofe who fee thetr intereft in this
righteoufnefs : it js an everlafling righteoufnefs,
or, as the original Hebrew exprefles, it is the
righteoufnefs of eternity, Dan. ix, It gives us
a full title to eternal life, on the footing of the
ftriceeft juftice, and to the eternal honour of the
holinefs, majefty, and dominion of Gop'!

Let
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Let us rejoice in his aAToneMENT or fatisfaltion
for fin! It is amazing to confider that Chrift,
after a life of fuch pure and unfpotted obedience,
fhould be obliged to fuffer fuch a dreadful and
accurfed death. This death was the matter of
fatisfaCtion to divine juftice, which is the wonder
and glory of the chriftian religion.

Let us delight and rejoice in the incarnation of
Chrift, in order to perform his great work of re-
redemption. His fufferings and death, which
wrought out our falvation, are the ground and
matter of unbounded joy. The refurretion of
Chrift is another fource and fpring of joy: then
were the difciples glad when they faw the Lord.
His afcenfion into the heaven of heavens is a fub-
lime fpring of delight: they returned to Jerufa-
lem with great joy, Luke xxiv. §2.—The inter-
ceflion of Chrift, and his appearing every moment
in the prefence of Gop for us, Is a continual
fountain of delight to true believers; and his
SECOND COMING in amazing glory, fo different
from his firft, is an ocean of joy to every foul
that longs for his appearing.

Under the chriftian difpenfation of the gofpel,
we have rich obje@s of joy to gracious fouls.
The clear preaching of the gofpel, in all it’s
beauty and glory, is matter of abundant joy to
all fenfible and awakened finners: the adminiftra-

Nn 2 tion



