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of pride, but empty of wifdom, deftitute of
Gopb, and grace, and godlinefs.

Confequently all conceptions concerning Gob’s
univerfal love, univerfal redemption, univerfal
grace, univerfal free-will to holinefs or moral
goodnefs, univerfal virtue, or in other words
univerfal BENEVOLENCE to BEING in a fallen de-
praved world, have no exiftence in fact: it is an
error, a falthood, a fi¢tion, a dream; it is a
bubble, 1t i1s moon fhine, it is {moke, 1t 1s the
bafelefs fabric of a vifion that will diffolve and
leave nothing but a wreck of proud, loft, and
ruined fouls behind !

I wiil clofe this Contemplation with the words
of one of the greateft mafters of prvinrTy that
has exifted fince the apoftolic age; and they are
words that {et all rational and juft contradiction
at deflance. They are the words of the great,
the good, the venerable, and accurate Wirsivus,
the prince of divines in the proteftant world; a
man in whom elevation and penetration of
thought, and elegance of TasTE, are equally and
moft happily united, |

Quum Deus in omnibus aiaonibus fuz volun-
tatis prorfus independens, omniumque rerum
ac perfonarum fupremus arbiter fit; idemque
unicus omnis boni, ac proinde omnis fidei, vir-

tutis
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tutis & fanctitudnts in homimbus auctor, quarum
rerum gratiam liberrime cui valt confert; agens
ompia ex confilio veluntatis fum: nulla fides,
nulla vireos, ndhil demique ommnino boni in his
magis quam 1a illis hominibus pracognofcr potuit,
cujus intuity hes potivs quam.illos elegerit ; fed
tata hyjus diferiwninis ratio in abfolute Dei do-
minio & immenfa libertate gloriofee gratiz, de
qua nemini refpondet, collocanda eft.

Quandoquidem confilium Jehove in feculum
confitit: quippe quo a Deo, penitere nefcio,
imperfcrutabili fapientia ordinatum, immenfz
omnipotenti® vim, ad ipfas hominum mentes,
citra ullam rationalis libertatis lzfionem, quo
yult fletendas, fubfervientem fibi habet: fieri
nullo pacto peteftut illi non ferventur quos Deus
defiinavit ad confecutionem falatis.

The TRANSLATION,

Szeing GoD ie entirely independent in all the alts of his will,
and the {upreme difpofer of all perfors and things; amd the fole
author of all good, and confequently of all faith, wvirtue, and
holine(s in men: the favour of which henefits he moft freely
beftows on whom he pleafes ; working all things aceording to the
counfel of his.own will. No faith, no virtue; in thort, nothing
that is truly good could be foreknown in any defcription of men
more than in others; on the view of which he thould chufe thofe
men rather than thefe: but the whole reafon of this diftinétion
and favour is to be refdlved inta the abfolute dominion of Gop,
and the immenfe freenefs of his glorious grace, concerning which
he is refponfible to no man, Job xxxiii. 1. for he giveth not
account of any of his matters.

Confidering
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Confidering that the counfel of Gow ftands immutable, and to
eternity; and that whatever Gop, who cannot repent, decrees in
his unfearchable wifdom, he hath infinitely ative power, without
any injury to rational liberty, to bend the minds of men and
make them fubférvient to himfelf: therefore it is abfohitely im-
poffible that thofe perfons thould not be faved whom Gop has
appointed to falvation.~—~See Animadverfiones Irenice, by Dr.
WITSIUS, 12m0, 1696, page 1z, 13.— The amiable Mr. Hervey
gives the following charalter of this excellent Book : ¢ A choice
little piece of polemical divinity, perhaps the very beft that is
extant. In which the moft important controverfies are fairly
ftated, accurately difcuffed, and judicioufly-determined j~—with 2
perfpicuity of fenfe, and a folidity of reafoning, that are exceeded
by nothing, but the remarkable concifenefs, and the ftill more
remarkable candour of the fentiments.”—Theron and Afpafio,
vol, II. lett. V. | '

Secrrer B O O K S.

1. The great, the accurate, and polite CHARNOCK, on the
Domrnron of Gop, has gone into this fublime aTTrIBUTE
with an elevation and penetration of thought, with a vaft ampli-
tude of mind, and a clearnefs and elegance of ftile beyond all the
authors I have read. He lays down fome very ufeful pREL]-
MINARIES to clear and confirm Gop’s dominion—he thews on
what the dominion of Gop is founded-—he difplays the nature
of Gop’s dominion, as it is abfolute and independent ; wife and
prudent ; juit and holy; good and gracious; extending to all
worlds, and eternal as the duration of Gobp.

N. B. Chrift’s dominion is equal with his divine Father's, and
is equally demonftrated by the evidences of fcripture, It ftands
on the fame principles, and will endure for ever and ever,

2. A PracTicar Discourse of Gop's SOVEREIGNTY, by
Elifha Coles. To this book I am exceedingly indebted for my
materjals on the Dominion of CurIsT. Whether my manner of
expreflion and additional ideas be any improvement, muft be left
to the judgment and tafte of my intelligent and judicious readers.

A CON-
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DIGNITY, PREROGATIVES,
TASTE anp AFFECTIONS,

OF THE

LORD JESUS CHRIST.

Dignity deferibed, as it refides in the Sox of
Gop, as it exifts in true, generous CHRISTIANS ;
and thewn to be a correfpondent QuarrTy to
that which is 1n CurisT, 1n an infinite MaN-
NER. DrowiTy in BELIEVERS arifes wholly from
RELIGION,—The PREROGATIVES of CHRIST are
diredt, arifing from the intrinfic pieNITY of his
NATURE; or incidental and additional, arifing
from his BENEFITS in CREATION and SALVATION.
Man, in the sicuT of Gop, has no PREROGA-
TIVES OF RIGHTS, except what arife from pure
GOODNESS, Or mere GRACE.~The TasTE of
CHrisT, or his clear sexse of the noble and
beautiful cHaracTER of Gop; and whatever
1s good and true, beautiful and affelting in
CREATURES.=——TASTE in Man defcribed and
illuftrated, and fhewn to correfpond with the

Hbh divine
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divine TasTe of the Lorp JEsus in numer~
OUS INSTANCES.==1he aAFrFecTioNs of CHRIST,

LovE, GRACE, HATRED, ANGER, ZEAL, WRATH,
the correfpondent AFFECTIONS in true CHRIs-

TIANS and ANGELS.

IX. The pieniTy of CurisT, as Gob,

ONSISTS in the confcioufnefs he has of the
fhining purity of his divine perfe&ions; at-
tended with the higheft delight in his own in-
finite worth, and beauty of chara&er. Thefe
unparalleled excellencies give him the utmoft
ground and reafon for the greateft felf-approba-
tion and efteem, and infpire him with an ardent
and invariable refolution to decree nothing, to
fay nothing, to alt nothing unworthy of himfelf;
nor fuffer any thing to be thought, faid or done
in all his vaft empire, but what fhall be approved
and rewarded, if good; orrefented and punithed,
if evil.

Chrift knows his own infinite confequence to
the univerfe, to all creatures in heaven, earth,
and hell; he knows his own infinite confequence
to the church of Gob, and to every true chriftian
with whom he is intimately and vitally united;
and who receives from him every ray of light,
life, liberty, joy, and beauty. He knows his
own infinite and eternal confequence to Gon the
Faruer, and Gob the HoLy Spirir, with whom

he
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he is intenfely united; and whofe glories are dif-
played by nim in the moft illuftrious manner.

Curist knows his own confequence to all
created and uncreated nature, his confequence to

‘his Father’s glory, and to his FaTuer’s delight:
he knows his own confequence to the glory and
pleafure of the BLEssED SpiriT, in his perfon and
operations in nature and grace. Chrift knows
his own infinite confequence to the future revo-
lutions of the univerfe, and the laft grand con-
flagration : he, knows his own confequence to the
happinefs of the wrHoLE worLD of his redeemed
people in his fpiritual empire, all round the
globe, from pole to pole: he knows his own in-
finite confequence with refpett to the final dif-
covery of the whole nature, attributes, and
attions of the GobpHeaDp; in the two eternal
worlds of final mifery and final happinefs of
the entire creation of intelligent agents, men,
and angels!—Great Gop the Saviour, what un-
bounded and eternal dignity is thine!

The ptenity of Chrift in his buman -nature, 1s
an object of delightful contemplation, and is
more adapted to our feeble powers: it endears
him infinitely to the fons of Adam, and renders
even his Godhead more familiar and more precious

to our fouls.

Let
Hh 2
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Let us ftrive to attain a clear fenfe of the noble
and beautiful nature of religion in Chrift’s foul.
As to it’s or1ciNaL and fountain, it arofe from
Gob, and made it’s progrefs into Gobp: it flowed
from the eternal truth of Gob’s nature, the in-
finite goodnefs of his heart, and the beauty and
love of all the divine perfections united in one
grand central blaze of light,

As to the NaTure of religion and dignity in
Chrift’s precious and immortal foul. It furnithes
thefe delightful ideas : his religion enabled him
to live above the whole world + he lived in con-
verfe with his own immortal mind and reafon:
he converfed with himfelf: he knew how to love
and value himfelf; to efteem and reverence him-
felf in the beft and nobleft manner.

He lived up to the height of his own being
and powers: he lived to the height of his own
reafon, tafte, paflions, and immortality,

Religion enlarged the capacity of his fine un-
derftanding to take in vaft and f{ublime ideas of
Gop, without pain or difficulty; to receive new
and uncommon ideas of Gobp and his purpofes,
without difguft or averfion; and to furvey arich
variety of aftonifhing ideas in one view, without
confufion.  His underftanding f{urveyed the
perfon and ideas of Gop the Father with great

delight:
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delight : he fuirveyed the perfon and ideasof the

eternal Son of Gop, to which he was united with
boundlefs admiration and pleafure: he furveyed

the perfon and ideas of Gop the Holy Spirit, who

gave him grace without bounds or meafure; and
every frefh view gave him new delight.

Chrift’s foul had a wonderful power of under-
ftanding to confider itfelf, and to furvey his own
rich, vaft, boundlefs ideas; he could compare
his ideas of all paft falts; he could compare his
ideas of all things prefent; and he could compare
his ideas of things future, and fee fats that had
yet no exiftence, except in the prefcience of Gop,

Chrift could propofe the nobleft ends, and the
beft means to attain thofe ends, in the moft
{uccefsful and beautiful manner ; his great under-
ftanding knew all the provinces of human {cience;
all chat was rich and valuable amongft the fons
of learning and philofophy ; and he faw that the
whole world, with all their wifdom, kwew ot
Gop. Chrift had an aftonifhing keennefs and
quicknefs of thought to range into the omni-
prefent attributes of Gop; he could fly in thought
through all worlds in a moment; he could pierce
into hell with all 1¢’s darkeft horrors, or rife
and range through heaven with all it’s beauties,
in the twinkling an eye! What a dignity of foul
was here!

ReLicion
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Revrcion infpired Chrift with the dignity of
sELF-DOMINION, and caufed him to feel the de-
lightful enjoyment of his own exiftence, and
noble powers, affections, tafte, and imagination!
and nothing but religion will enable his people
to enjoy their own fouls, and have felf-domi-
nion over their wicked appetites and rebellious
paffions.

Chrift’s dignity animated him to the nobleft
end, that is, to be like Gop, that he might live
to Goo. Chrift’s whole foul was intenfely and
ardently bent on glorifying Gop; by difplaying,
in the moft illuftrious manner, all the magni-
ficience of Gob’s natural and moral perfetions ;
and opening to the view of men, devils, and
angels, all the attributes and actions of the
eternal GopHEAD.

His zeaL for the divine glory was equal to his
vaft capacities to advance it: and his glorious
powers to reprefent the whole of Gop to man-
kind, were equal to his boundlefs wifthes and
zeal for the divine honour! |

The prexiTy of Chrift produced the greateft
eafe in his mind, and gave him the moft perfe&t
ferenity and peace of heart: his affeCions were
Like fpring-water in a glafs of chryftal; no fedi-
ment, no impurity could be raifed by the moft

violent
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vialent attempts to difturb or pollute his imagin-
ation and paffions : he felt a conftant, pure, fatis-
fying peace in his own confcience: and thus will
his people feel, as far as they keep clofe to him
by faith and love,

This divine religion or participation of Gon
advanced Chrift’s excellent foul to a holy bold-
nefs and fweet familiarity with Goo, and gave
him a confidence in his Father’s love towards
him, and his beft interefts and honour, which the
Father delighted to promote every moment: he
fpeaks of his Father’s houfe juft as a prince fpeaks
of the palace where he was born,* and of his
Father as one with whom he had the moft fami-
liar acquaintance: he contemplated all the divine
perfe&ions every morning of his life; and he
converfed with Gop in a way of devotion and
love all the day, and every night he committed
himfelf to his Father’s care, and repofed his foul
ir his Father’s bafom,

The prentry of Chrift, arifing from vital re-
ligion in his foul, animated him to fpiritualize
the whole vifible world, and to fee Gop in 2l
the BEAUTIES of CREATION.

He

* Tho arehbiop of Cambray hath fine thoughts on this
fubjett.—See his Dialogues on Eloguence, Dial. I11I. page r57.

Stevenfon’s excellent tranflation, 8vo, 3732, French edition,
Dial. IIL. page
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He faw every moment of his life, that this
vifible world was full of good order, harmony,
and beauty.

With a vaft underftanding, and the moft fub-
lime admiration and joy, he contemplated the
wonders of {pace, as the dwelling - place and
temple of the eternal and omniprefent Gop-
HEAD,

He faw the great variety and amazing number
of creatures contained in univerfal fpace: he
viewed the aftonifhing variety of creatures on this
earth: in i1t’s bowels, or under it’s furface, all
manner of ftones, minerals, metals, and other
fubftances : upon it’s furface an incredible num-
ber of trees, fhrubs, plants, graffes, {eeds, leaves,
filowers, and fruits!

On the earth, and in the air and feas: beafts,
birds, fithes, reptiles, infects; an immenfe variety
and number paft all the powers of Bovie or
NEewTon to comprehend.

Chrift faw the exquifite minutenefs of the parts
of each creature, the beauty of each creature,
and the curious and elegant ftrufture of fo many
fpecies of creatures.

He faw, with devotion and wonder, the har-
monious connexion of the feveral parts of the
univerfe, and the correfpondence of every part

of
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of the creation to the beauty and happinefs of
the whole.

Chrift turned the ftru&ure of the univerfe into
a temple, in which he adored Gop : he converted
all nature into a {chool of inftrufion, in which
he read new leffons every hour! O! that we
could imitate Chrift, and the beft of his pupils,
Hervey and Le Pructr, who faw Gobp in every
creature all through their devout and happy
courfe of life.

Chrift’s dignity raifed and fixed his noble un-
derftanding to a keen and accurate attentioh to
DIVINE PROVIDENCE. Every moment of his life
he obferved the motions of provideace; he
adored the depths of previdence, and he com-
~ plied with all the defigns of previdence. It is

-our wifdom, dignity, and felicity, to imitate Qur
blefled Mafter and Lord!

The DIGNITY of Chrift appears in thg noble
~and wonderful proGREss of vital religion in his
holy sout. '

The Spirit of Gop perpetually carried on his
foul towards greater heights of perfetion in
graoder conceptions of Gop, more intenfe like-
nefs to Gop, and richer joys in Gob, with new
and nobler fruitions of his goednéfs.

The
ii
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The fpirit of religion in Him had the central
force of hcaven enlivening all his motions to

Gop.

In the world of nature there are four kinds of
attraltion; and, in a divine fenfe, they appear n
a nobler view in the foul of Chrift: and in heaven
we fhall feel thofe four attra&lons in their moft

intenfe and pleafing force.

The attrattion of gravitation towards Gob
omniprefent in the moﬂ: forcible degree every
moment. This he felt in his holy foul, under
the inceffant agency of the Hoty Seirsr.

The attraltion of cohefion with Gep in the
moft clofe and intenfe manner. Chrift’s foul was
blended with the divine goodnefs, holinefs, and
beauty; but without confufion, converfion into
deity, or compofition.

The attra&tion of magnetifm. The Lord Jefus
felt Gob omniprefent.  Gop the Son, in all his
beauties, was the eternal omniprefent magnet to
Chrilt’s noble and excellent foul.

" The attrattion of ele@ricity. The divine na-
ture was like the moft pure and fublime fire to
fpread through the holy powers, paffions, and
thoughts of the Lord Jefus évery moment of his
exiftence,

Thus
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Thus the path of Chrift was the path of the
juft; like the fhining light, fhising more and
more to the perfect day. It fhone in point of
certainty and evidence; beauty and excellence;
pleafure and joy; alluring and inftruétive; pro-
greflive into Gop ; improving in his clear appre-
henfions of Gob’s lovely nature; in the adhefion
of the will to Gop; fhining brighter and brighter
in the perfeCtion of his example and charatter;
advancing in the pleafures of divine altion; and
iffuing at lafl in a ftate of boundlefs perfection :
that is, ¢he perfeCtion of HoLinNEss, or the fteady
order and operation of his mentzl powers; and
in the perfeftion of maprpiness, or the {weeteft
enjoyment.af his whole foul in Gop. Thus you
fee the dignity and divine excellence of religion
in the foul of Chrift difplayed itfelf in it’s laft
grand TERMINATION, or ultimate end; that is,
perfect bleflednefs* in the eternal Gov.

Ii2 X. The

* 1t wiil be pleafing, inftruftive, and animsting to true chrif-
tians, to {hew, in this connexion, wherein our dignity confifts,
as it is correfpondent with the dignity of Chrift. At the fame
time let me obferve, that my note might be drawn out to a meft
pleafing length, by the aid of the aboye thoughts on the dignity
of Chrii,

The prexITY of Maw,

The dignity of man arifes wholly from true religion ; and true
religion is a participation of a divine nature—a communication
from Gop. The true chriftian’s holy nature comes from heaven,
and moves towards heaven again in it’s inclipations, paflions,

and tafte,
RELIGION
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X. The rrREROGATIVE of CHRIST, as Gop.

A prerogative is fomething that is required or
demanded for him, in preference to all other
perfons.

The prerogative of Chrift is that fpecial pre-
eminence which he hath above all creatures in his
vaft empire, in right of his divine dignity,

Prerogatives are either dire&t, or incidental
and addtrional.

The gloriaus preragatives of Chrift are dire&
in the higheft degree; and they are likewife in-
cidental and additional, by reafon of his vaft and
various bleflings beftawed on his Peaple.

‘The dire@ prerogatives of Chrift are fuch ef-

fential

Rericton in the foul is the very higheft digaity and excellencn
that Gop ¢ver communicated to a ereature. It flows from the
fountain of Gop’s good and beautiful nature; it is a beam of
truth, from Chrift the fowce of truthy it is 3 rill of goodues,
from Chyift the ocean of goodnefs; it is a ftream of love, from
Chrit the fountain of Jove; it is a ray of beauty, from Chrify
the fun of righteonfueft; it fows from Chrif’s good will to us,
and Is the effence of his good work in us; it is the vigorous
effux and emanation from the immutable nature and beauty of
Chrift; from whence arifes all tha eternal rules and laws of truth,
beauty, and goodnefs ; which are the foundation of allzeligion
in, the foul of a true-chriftian.

A ehriftian, in an holy frame, ean diftern in his foul thofe

keas.of trath and beauty which relate ro the nature and moral
perfections of Gob.
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fential parts of his original and eternal chara&er,
as are rooted 1n, and fpring from his eternal
nature and intrinfic dignity ; without any re-
ference to exirinfic circumftances, fuch as cre-
ation, providence, and redemption,

The diret prerogatives of Chrift are fuch ay
regard his prexITY; including the moft fublime
attributes of abfolute perfeétion, perfonal fa-
vereignty, and perpetuity of dominion.

The prerogatives of Chrift likewife regard his
infinite authority over all his creatures, or his
divine and regal powen in the executive part of
his government: and alfo his royal RsvENuE due
to him from his peaple; and which he has an in-
finite right to demand of all true believers: and
this royal revenue confifts in adoration, admira-

tion, and fervent gratitude.*
XI. The

* CHeisw has a right to every thing: man has a right to
nothing. Chrift has a right to life, for heis the TRUE Gobp and
eternal life: man has no life but what Chrift freely gives him,
Chrift has a right to exiftence, for his name is I am THAT I am,
Exod. iji. 14. but man has no right to exiftence; he might be,
or he might net be, juft as Chrift pleafes in his abfolute dominion
to determine. €hrilt bas a right to infinite LIBERTY : but man
has no right ta apy liberty fince bis fall, ruin, and rebellion.
Chrift has a right to all his boyndlefs property in heaven, and
earth, aind hell : but man, by fin, has forfeited all his property
he has no right o health, firength, beauty, riches, bomours,
peace, fafety, pleafure, or any other kind of good for one mo.
ment ; but he deferves a dreadful confluence of all kinds of evil,
to make him miferable in foul and hody, world without end.
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XI. The TasTe of Currst as Gop, and

as Gop-man,

Confifts in his clear fenfe of the noble, the
beautiful, and the affe&ting, in all the objelts in
the univerfe, created and uncreated, material and
fpiritual, vifible and invifible, mortal and 1m-
mortal,

The firlt obje& of Chrift’s tafte and compla-
cency is the divine Father, in his noble nature
and beautiful perfections. The next object of his
tafte is the Holy Spirit, in his noble and divine
perfon, attributes, actions, and grace.

The next obje&t of his tafte is himfelf in his
nature, perfections, and beauty. We have

treated on this under the head of the dignity of
Chnit,

The ngxt objects of his tafte are the perfons,
graces, and noble and beautiful ations of his
people in all the ages of the church to this very
day.

The oejects of Chnft’s Taste,

With refpect to his people, are the moft lovely
things in our world. Some of the principal are
thefe :—the truth of grace in his peoples hearts—
gratitude —generofity—holy liberty of foul—
habitual joy, or cheerfulnefs in Gop—new obedi-
ence, or daily exercifes of grace—a chafte and

lively-
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lively imagination exercifed on the beauties of
creation and fcripture—perfonal beauty, or in-
ternal goodnefs of charaCter—tender, ardent
friendfhip towards their beft friend — fublime
conceptions of Gop—inward grandeur of thought
and paflion—f{olid greatnefs of mind, and noble
actions flowing from the inward vigour and dig-
nity of the foul. All thefe are the lovely objelts
of Chrilt’s tafte towards his people.

1. TruTH is pleafing to Chrift’s tafte. Truth
in exiftence: truth in conception: truth of
heart, which is fincerity : truth in words, which
is veracity : truth in condud, which is faithful-
nefs. All this is highly delightful to the tafte of
Chrift the eternal Gop of truth.

On the other hand : fition, error, hypocrify,
lying, bafe unfaithfulnefs, covcnant.—brc'aking,
and all difhonefty, are the obje&s of Chrift’s
keenett hatred and infinite indignation. Thus
we ought to conform to the tafte of our divine
example and mafter the Lord Jefus Chrift,

2. GraTITUDE is a pleafing obje&t to the TasTs
of our Lord Jefus. Gratitude is.a {fenfe of benefits
received, a complacency in the benefaétor, a good
will or hearty benevolence to our generous friend,
and an ardent paffion to make all poflible returns,
even beyond the bounds of juftice, if it lies in our

power
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power. This temper carries in it every thing
great and generous, and muft always be pleafling
to the tafte of Chrift.—~Ingratitude is a moft vile
temper: it is a compound of infenfibility, and
ftupidity of foul; a total want of delight in
Chrift ; afrightful vacancy of benevolence, and
an horrid neglet to make any kind of worthy
return for all the bleflings of nature, providence,
and grace! Chrift has an invariable will to dif-
unite himfelf from fuch a refemblance of hell.
Ingratitude is as ugly as the devil, and hateful to
all men of fenfe and virtue in the whole world.

3. GenErosiTy is always pleafing to the TasTz
of Curist. The liberal or princely foul devifeth
liberal or princely things; and by liberal or
princely things he fhall ftand,* Ifai. xxxii. 8.
Generofity is ever pleafing to the tafte of all
worthy men; much more to the moft worthy
Lorp and Gop of all true believers, Covetouf-
nefs and mifers are hated by Gop our Saviour,
with the moft intenfe and eternal averfion, fcorn,
and contempt. Every wife and good chriftian
hates the covetous, whom the Lord abhorreth,
Pf. x. 3. Theoriginal Hebrew word vaarts fig-
nifies fcorn and difdain; Gop abhers and fcorns
acovetous wretch: he is irritated and provoked
to fee him! 4. LiBirTY

* The Hebrew word jakum fignifies he fhall rife, as well as to
ftand ang be eftablithed. He fhall rife to higher degrees of wifdom,
dignity, and ufefulnefs, in the church and empire of Gob.
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4. LissrTy, the glorious liberty of the fons
of Gopb is always a pleafing objet to the tafte of
our Lord Jefus. Liberty of mind and under-
ftanding from darknefs: liberty of will from fla-
very to fin : liberty of confcience from guilt; and
the tyranny of men: liberty of the affettions
from the feduétions of Satan and luft; and liberty
of the whole foul in Gop. On the other hand:
flavery is the objedt of his difguft and averfion;
and he will mark it out with the keeneft abhor-
rence.

5. Habitual currrruLNEss Is an objelt of the
tTasTE and delight of the Lord Jefus.

Cheerfulnefs is a fweet compound of habitual
1oy and benevolence; and this muft be extremely
agreeable to the nature and love of the divine re-
deemer. It fuits his tafte to fee his people cheer-
fully walk before him: this brings credit and
glory to the religion of Jefus: it ‘hews all the
world, that his ways are ways of pleafantnefs,
and all his paths are peace, Prov. iii. 17. See
Mr. Henry and Grove on the Pleafures of Religion.
On the other hand, ali gloominefs and hard
thoughts of Chrift are exceedingly difguftful to
him : every thing dark, defponding, and melan-
choly, is very injurious to the character and re-
ligion of the Lord: for it makes an odious re-

prefentation of him to the world; it hardens the
Kk heargs
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hearts of the wicked; it gives great advantage
to the devil; it terrifies enquiring fouls, and
molt horribly mifreprefents the lovely, beautiful,
and generous difpofitions of our dear redeemer.

6. New Exercises of GrRace, every morning,
and all the day long on every trying occafion, are
an objet exceedingly pleafing to the TasTe of
our Lorp Jesus. He beheld the new and noble

exercifes of faith in the centurion, Math. viii. 10.
“and in the poor Canaanitith woman, Math. xv.
28. with admiration and rapture: he was ex-
tremely pleafed with Peter’s a@ of faith and
noble confeflion, Math. xvi. 16. and in all ages
of the church to this moment, Chrift is highly
delighted to fee new exercifes of faith, love, hu-
mility, fortitude, and benevolence, rife into
public obfervation from his people’s hearts! Let
this thought roufe our zeavL to give Chrift frefh
pleafure in our graces and noble actions every
day, and every hour.

7. Aholy and lively imacinaTion, devoted to
the pLEasurEs of contemplation and devotion,
on the works and worp of Gob, is always a
pleafing objeét to Chrift ; who has a clear fenfe
of the goodnefs, beauty, and ufefulnefs of it.

 If we bear in mind, that Carisr is truly and
properly the crReaTor of all things, we fhall be

moved
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moved by every thing in the creaTioN, which we
view with our eyes, or contemplate with our
minds, to have high thoughts of him. Every
thing that raifes pleafure in our IMAGINATION
ought to raife our ideas of the Son of Gob,
whether it be the beautiful variety of flowers
that adorn the garden, or the gay enamel that
paints the meadow, or the curious drapery that
velts the grove. All the tribes of living creatures
proclaim his greatnefs.—See Dr. Ab. Taylor’s
True Scripture Doétrine of the Trinity, 8vo.

1727, P. 353--356, on Chrift being the crEaTOR
of all worlds.

ImaciNaTiON is a power of affembling images,
and of painting in a lively manner thofe images
on our mind, or on the minds of other men,

In man’s original creation and ftru&ture, the
power of imagination was a moft beautiful, won-
derful, and wufeful power. It had for it’s objetts
every thing great, new, and beautiful in the whole
vifible creation of Gop; and it was a2 medium of
contemplating Goo himfelf in his attributes and
actions, as difplayed in the works of wifdom,
power, and goodnefs, above, beneath, and all
around him,—Mr. Addifon’s Effays on the Ima-
gination are beyond all praife, Speét. vol. VI.
No. 411--422. Dr. Akenfide’s poem on the
Pleafures of Imagination is a noble amplrfication

Kk 2 and



