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TREMITIES before he doth deliver it.—Becaufe
this method of the Lord Jefus is the greateft
DIFFICULTY in providence, and the moft fartling
to good men, let us confider it and place it in a
fair and amiable L1GHT. |

CONSIDERATION 1.

It is indeed Chrift’s ufual method to leave the
church to extremity, before he doth give help
and deliverance. Thus it was in Abraham’s cafe
at the offering of his fon: thus it was at the Red
Sea; and with Hezekiah, when befieged by Sen-
nacherib’s army : [See this finely illuftrated by
Rollin, in his method of ftudy, vol. III. p. 126.]
thus 1t was with the three heroes in the fiery fur-
nace—Daniel in the den of lions—Efther, and
Mordecat, 2nd the Jews—Peter in prifon, A&s xii.
thus Conftantine was raifed up to deliver the
chriftians from Dioclefian’s bloody perfecution :
thus Chrift appears for his people when he fees
that their power 1s gone, and there is none fhut
up or left, Deut. xxxii. 36. and thus he has
appeared to deliver his people in Great-Britain
in ten thoufand mnftances,

CONSIDERATION 2.

Chrift doth, by this peculiar condu&, glorif
himfelf in the moft illuftrious manner. He then

difcovers that there is nothing too high for his
power



[ 213 %

power to conquer; nothing too deep and crafty
for his wifdom to difappoint. That is the feafon
in which his mercy will be moft prized, his power
moft admired, his wifdom moft adored, and his
truth, juftice, and faithfulnefs moft clearly dif-
played. This is the time when Chnft glorifies
his power, his wifdom, his care and compaffion,
and his fincerity, veracity, and upright regard
to his word.

CONSIDERATION 3.

Such awful extremities, and CRITICAL TIMES of
diftrefs, with fupport under them, and deliver-
ance in them, are moft clearly advantageous
for his people.

1. It being the fitteft feafon to improve and
know their intereft in Chrift; their intenfe union
to his perfon, -and deep fhare in his tenderelt
affections.

2. It is the fitteft feafon for ating faith on
Chrift at prefent; and an encouragement of re-
liance upon him in all futyre trials and afflictions:
it teaches us to act like Afa, when affaulted
by a million of men under Zerah the Ethiopian,
how doth he throw himf{elf and the whole weight
of his affairs on the hand of Gop, and make his
caufe the caufe of Gop, 2 Chron. xiv.11. Help

us, O! our Gop, for we reft on thee; O! Lorop,
thou
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thou art our Gob, let not man prevail againft
thee. Here you fee entire faith, purely aing
on Chrift,—and that deliverance was an earneft
of the perpetual fecurity of the church, by fpccial
providence, in any fucceeding trouble,

3. Another rich advantage, flowing from
Chrift’s appearance in extremity, is this, he fits
his people, by their orsTresses, for a holy re-
ception of the mercy intended. Gob keeps up
the diftrefs of his people to expel felf-confidence,
and then the seT time fhall come, Pf. cii. 13.
The ser time is when they are moft bumbled,
molt believing, moft affeitionate to Chrift’s intereft,
and motft fincere. 'Without FarTe we are not fit
to defire mercy; without HuMILITY we are not
fit to receive 1t; without aFFecTioN and LoVE
we are not fit to value it; without sSINCERITY we
are not fit to improve it. Times of extremity
contribute to the growth and exercife of all the
moft excellent graces and nable qualities of the
heart.

4. The laft glorious advantage arifing from
Chrift’s appearing for his people in an hour of
extremity, 1s this, that he thus fecures them
again{t future trials, and critical times of diftrefs.
Men and devils will more clearly take notice how
Gob loves his people when he apprehends their
enemies in the very height of their pride, and

flings
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flings them down from the mount of their hopes.
Thus it was in Chrift’s grand appearance Jor the

lraclites, -and againft the Egyptians at the
Red Sea.

It was this that melted the hearts of the Gibe-
onites, one of the nations of Canaan; and
brought them to a fubmiffion to Jothua, as the
fentiment of all their neighbours. We are come
becaufe of the name of the Lord thy Gop, for
we have heard the fame of him, and all that he
did in Egypt, Jofhua ix. g.

And the reafon why it fhall be farper juft
before the laft grand deliverance from the Papifts
and Turks, than it was in former ages, is this,
‘becaufe it is the laft defperate and furious effort
~ the enemy thall make; the laft demonftration of
- Chrift’s infinite power and wifdom for the care of
his people, and of juftice, hatred, and wrath

upon his enemies, till after the laft refurre@ion
of the wicked.

And truly this will be the laft feafon for the
people of Gop to multiply their earneft cries ;
and the laft alting their faich, concerning their
grand intereft; for the affaulc of the devil
and the whole wicked world, in the Gog and
Magog army, will not diftrefs them at all ;—the
whole church will then be in raifed and changed

bodies;
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bodies; and feeling themfelves fpiritual, incor-
ruptible, and immortal, they will feel themfelves
invincible and eternally vitorious over all the
united force and attack of the whole world of
men and devils.

IHI. Ust of EXHORTATION.

If it be fo, that the providence of Chrift is
chiefly defigned for the good of the church, then,

1. Frar not the eNemies of the church. ’Tis
a wrong to Gop. Fear of man is always attended
with a forgetfulnefs of Goo. I, even I am he
that comforteth you; who art thou, that art
afraid of 2 man that fhall dye, and forgetteft the
Lord thy maker? Ifai. li. 12--13.

Will you fear man, who have a Gob to fecure
you? The Lord is the ftrength of my life, of
whom fhall I be afraid? Pf. xxvii. 1.

Will you fear man, who have a Gop to watch
over their motions? What counfels can prevail
againft Gop ?

Will you fear men or devils, who have a Gob
to reftrain them?  Chrift can bind the devil, not
only for a thoufand years, but for a thoufand ages!
The devil and death fhall never keep the key of
their own dungeons, nor has Satan the command
of one Jink of his own chain, Rev. xx.

Will
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Will you fear men or devils, who have 2 Goo
to ruin them?

If all Chrift’s providences work for the richeft
good of his church and people, then,

2. CeENsurE not Curist in any of his dark pro-
vidences. As we are often too hafty in our defires
for mercy; fo we are too hafty in making con-
ftru&tions of providence, and will not ftay Gop’s
leifure. Fix this in your minds, that Gob is juft,
wife, and good, in every thing. Good: therefore
nothing can hurt his people. Fuf#: therefore
nothing can be wrong. #ife: therefore nothing
can be imprudent or in vain. No TRIAL can be
invam!

Fix this in your mind:—diftinguith between
preparations to the main work, and the perfection
of the work. |

Fix not your eye only upon the f{enfible oper-
ations of providence, but the uilfimate end.

Confider not only one fingle at of providence,
but the whole fcheme to make a conclufion.

3. ExouIre into providence, and interpret all
public providences by this rule,—the good of
the church.

4. Consiper the former providences Chrift
hath wrought for the church in paft ages. This
will help us in our enquiries into prefent pro=

E e vidences.
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vidences. It will fupport our faith—it will en-
liven our prayer—it will prevent much fin,

5. A& rarru on Chrift’s providence.—Times
of trouble fhould be times of confidence. Fixed-
nefs of heart on Chrift would prevent fears of
heart. He fhall not be afraid of evil tidings:—
Why? His heart is fixed, trufting in the Lord,
Pf. cxii. 7. We will walk in the name, 1.e. the
firength of the Lorp our Gob for ever and ever,
Micah iv. 5.

All the godly, in former ages, did a& faith on
a lefs foundation.——It is your only way to have
mercy for the church and for ourfelves. If he
take pleafure in them that hope in his mercy, he
will take pleafure to relieve them, Pf. cxlvii. 11.
The more lively their hope, the more intenfe is
Gob’s pleafure.

6. Wart upon Chrift in the way of his pro-
vidence—wait upon him obediently—wait pa-
tiently—wait conftantly—wait in the ufe of law-
ful means for prefervation and deliverance,

7. Durty to the proviDeNcE of CHRIST.

Pray for the church.. Qur prayers fhall not be
denied. The defire of the churches welfare is
conformable to all the gracious counfels and pro-
mifes of Gop. His counfel fhall ftand, and he
will do all his pleafure. None fhall flay his

hand,
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hand, or fay to him with a prevailing voice,
Waat nost tHou? Mofes had the brighteft
manifeftation of Chrift’s love, after he had prayed
for finful, provoking Ifrael; in an high a& of
rebellion, Exod. xxxiit. 11. Chrift then fpake
with him as a man fpeaketh to his friend; and he
fhewed him his glory as much as his feeble frame
was able to bear, Exod. xxxiii. 18. Daniel was
a great pleader for the church of Chrift; and he
is upon that ftiled 2 man greatly beloved, i, e.
infinitely dear to Gob, and famous through all
ages to the ead of time, and to all eternity,
Dan. ix: 23.

8. Dvury to the proviDENCE of CHRIST.

When you receive any mercy for the church
in anfwer of prayer, give Chrift the glory of it
with the moft unbounded gratitude. The variety
of his providences gives us matter for new fongs
and adorations! What volleys of joyful fhouts?
what boundlefs hallelujahs to Gop the Redeemer
do we find on the ruin of popery, Rev. xix. 1--3.
Gop calls for praife out of the throne, ver. s.
and the church returns it with the moft ardent
gratitude and rapture, verr @, 7. It is Chnift,
as the omniprefent, all-altive, animating Gop,
who enlivens all the motions of the church, and
directs their praifes to his eternal glory.

9. Durys
EFea
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9. Duty. Imrtate Chrift in his arrecTion
to the church. Chrift has always loved the
people of Gop with the moft ardent efteem, de-
fire, goodwill, and delight., He never makes
one motion 1n the univerfe, but it is for the good
of the church. Gob the divine and eternal

Father does every thing for the good of the
church,

Let the fame mind be in us which was in Chrift
Jefus. Let us prefer the church above ten
thoufand worlds. Let the fame end be ours
which i1s the end of Gop. Thus we fhall be
like our glorious creator, our governor, and our
generous comforter, Gob loves all that love his
people, and blefles all that blefs and ferve the
church. I will blefs them that blefs thee, and
curfe them that curfe thee, Gen. xil. 3.

10. Dury. Lcok well to your sincerITY be-
fore Gop. It is for the fecurity of fuch that
Chrift thews himfelf ftrong. SinckrITY confifts
in an upright defire to pleafe Chrift, and approve
ourfelves to him in every motion of the heart,
and every aétion of the life, in an impartial en-
quiry into the whole law and will of Gop~in an
altive application to our duty, as far as it is
known—and in having our hearts, words, and
altions, all of a piece and quite felf-confiftent—
- and to be the fame at all times, in all conditions,
in
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in all companies. No man, who bears this
glorious character of iNTEGRITY, or an ardent
lover of juftice and truth, but would be glad to
be of that happy number, who are under the care

of a watchful eye, and the mighty power of the
Gob of the whole earth.

Gob never encouraged men to be chriftians by
meer promifes of worldly greatnefs; but by
promifes of a conftant care of their precious
fouls for holinefs and happinefs; by promifes of

making all things and all worlds work together
for their good.

If Gop the Saviour will thew himfelf ftrong for
thole that are perfect and fincere in heart towards
him, then he hath no ftrength for thofe that are
unfound and falfe in heart towards him.

No man hath an intereft in his fpecial provi-
dence without faith. The power, knowledge,
wifdom, and holinels of Chrift are all fet againft
him. What fecurity againft wrath can riches
give you? What defence againft his power can
your prudence or putrid righteoufnefs afford you?

For want of integrity Chrift loaths the world.
Labour therefore for fincerity towards Gop; beg
the eternal Spirit of Chrift to work it powerfully
inyour hearts ; feek the cleareft evidences of your
fincerity, and preferve it with the utmoft watch-
fulnefs and prayer all the days of your life.

The
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The above demonftrations, with fome additions
and alterations, are taken from that excellent
T'reatife on Providence, compafed by one of the
greateft divines in the world, StepHEN CHARNOCK,
and publithed, otavo, 1680; a treatife now al-
moft forgotten, and with joy and gratitude I have
made an attempt to revive the knowledge and
ufefulnefs of it in the church and the world.—1
am likewife truly indebted to that moft favoury
and judicious author, Mr. Flavel, whofe Treatife
on the Divine Conduét, or the Myftery of Pra-
vidence, 8vo. 1677, I fincerely recommend.

We will now burft into a3 song on the prROVI-
pENCE of CHRIST.

Curist’s providence the friendly point fupplies,
Where all the charms of Deity furprize;
Here goodnefs, power, and wifdom, all unite,
And dazzling glories whelm the ravifh’d fight!

AvLmicHTY cAuse! ’tis thy preferving care,
That keeps thy works for ever freth and fair !
The fun from thy fuperior radiance bright,
Eternal fheds his delegated light,

Lends to his fifter orb inferior day,

And paints the {ilver moon’s alternate ray ;

Thy nsanD the wafte of eating time renews,

Thou fhed’ft the tepid morning’s balmy dews ;

When raging winds the blackened deep deform,

Thy {fpirit rides commiffion’d in the ftorm;
Bids,
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Bids, at thy will, the flack’ning tempeft ceafe,
While the calm’d ocean fmooths it’s ruffled face;
When light’nings thro’ the air tremendous fly,
Or the blue plague is loofened to deftroy,
Thy HanD dires, or turns afide the firoke,
Thy word the fatal edi& can revoke;
When fubterraneous fires the furface heave,
And towns are bury’d in one common grave ;
Thou fuffer’ft not the mifchief to prevail,
Thy fov’reign touch the recent wound can heal.
To Zembla’s rocks thou fend’ft the chearful
gleam ;
O’er Libya's fands thou pour'ft the cooling
ftream ;
Thy watchful providence o’er all intends,
Thy works obey their great creator’s ends.
And all the ills we feel —or blifs we fhare,
Are tokens of a heav’nly father’s care.

Derry, line 571 to 600.

We now return to confider the farther praical
uses of the pominioN of CHRIST.

Farra in his poMINION is our wispoM, DuTy,
and HAPPINESS,

Qur faith is highly concerned in the dominion
- of Chrift, becaufe it obliges us to believe in him;
and likewife affords matter of faith to work upon.
To thefe ends the Lord Jefus halds it forth to

Abraham,
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Abraham, 1 am the ammngnry, the all-fufficient
fovereign Gop, walk before me, and be thou up-
right, Gen. xvii. 1. This vital, vitorious faith
enabled him to believe Chrift, that he would give
him a fon: and this faith animated him to facri-
fice his fon to the Lord Je{us.—See this difplayed
in a very {ublime manner by Mr. Hervey, in Af-
pafio’s letter to Theron, No. X.

Imitate the Father of the Faithful; take hold
of Chrift’s abfolute, independent, eternal do-
minion as your own, engaged in his covenant of
grace to be yours, and to be exerted for your
good. Faith claims a deep intereft in this
fovereign dominion of Chrift, and draws out
the virtues thereof for itfelf; therefore whatever
difficulties, trials, or troubles be in your way, do
not be frightened ; be not diftrefled or caft down
in your heart, but invoke the fovereign dominion
of Chrift, by faith, to ftep in for your help.
You cannot believe greater or better things than
Chrift can do for you, yea, and will do for you:
therefore take hold of his mighty dominion and
ftrength, and your work is done.

Obferve two MaximMms.

Maxim 1. The divine power and dominion of
Chrift is too great a thing to be trifled with, or
made to ferve with the follies of men : therefore,
if Chrift has once healed your backfliding, by

fovereign
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{overeign grace, beware, as for your life and
foul, that you do not grieve his holy Spirit, and
provoke him to withdraw 2 fecond time. All the
fins of your unconverted ftate are not fo heinous
and horrible as one a& of wilful backfliding from
Chrift’s friendfhip and love.

Maxim 2. Never dare to contemplate the
abfolute fovereignty of Gop without Chrift. The
fublime and independent dominion of Gop 1s an
abje& full of terror and altonifhment to finners,
without a mediator: and if meer rational men
will {peculate on divine fovereignty, without
Chrift, they will pay dreadfully dear for their
imprudence and infolence. If you were to con-
template the awful dominion of Gop, without 2
continual regard to.Chrift, you would be in great
danger of running into blafphemy and defpair:
ar otherwife, of denying Gon’s fovereignty alto-
gether, and commencing a poor low ARMINIAN
for life. It is only in Chrift that fovereign do-
niinion can be propitious to finners. As nothing
is pleafing to Gop but in and through Chrift; fo
nothing in Gop is comfortable and plealing to
finners, or for their eternal good, but as it comes
to them through Chrift. Therefore never look
on the divine fovereignty but in Chrift your re-
deemer and beft friend. |

In
Ff
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In a {pecial manner have a refpet to the do-
minion of Chrift, as to your own eternal con-
dition, and as to the eternal ftate of your dear
children.

I. As to your own ETERNAL CONDITION, Sub-
mit to mercy ; to fovereign mercy. Yield your-
felf to Chrift, without making any terms with
him. Follow Chrift in the darkeft feafons; even
when you have no light of his fpecial favour and
love to you in particular: and even if the great-
eft difcouragements imaginable are before you,
arifing from all the acts of fin you have com-
mitted; the guilt of fin lying heavy on your
faul; the power of indwelling lufts, and your
prefent averfion to believe in Chrift. Remember
that the greateff commandment that Gop ever
gave to men, is this,~BeLieve 1 THE Lorp
Jesus.  Let your heart anfwer: Is it my duty to
believe? my puty! Nay then, I muft, I muft
and will believe, by the help of the Spirit of
Gop. Remember Chrift’s grandeur, fulnefs and
beauty, his abfolute dominion, and awfully un-
controulable power; commit your foul to him as
your {overeign Lord, and fo leave it in his hands
for ever.

A GREAT QUESTION anfwered.

Doth the abfolute pominion of Curist re-
quire us to be willing to perih withour mMzrey ?

ANSWER.
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Answer. No. It is impeflible that Chrift
fhould require this at the hand of any man in the
world; becaufe it is contrary to the original prin-
ciple of felf-love, and the grand law of felf-pre-
fervation, created and blended with the effence,
powers, and paffions of the immortal foul of man;
becaufe it is contrary to the new and divine na-
ture which the Spirit of Gop has created in the
foul of eyery true chriftian; it is utterly repug-
nant to Gop’s revealed will, which is our fan&ifi-
cation and falyation, It is horrid to think of a
chriftian who is willing to be feparated from
Chrift; willing to hate Goo; willing to blaf-
pheme Gop in hell; willing to be without a
capacity of glorifying the free grace of Chrift,
and to live abfent fram Chrift for ever. Examine
all the fcriptures through and through with the
greateft accuracy and the keeneft attention; you
will never find Chrift commanding fuch a fub-
miflion, as to be willing to go without grace and
mercy—you will never find one inftance of fuch
{ubmiflion amongtt the faints in the Old and New
Teftament—you will never find one faint feeking
to attain fych a frame of foul. Nor does Chrift
ever blame any foul for not attaining it—nor does
he give any one promifes to fuch fubmiffion.
Therefore we rife to a clear and abfolute pemon-
STRATION, that the fovereign Gop, Chrift Jefus,
never did, and he never will require any man to

Ff2 b=
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be willing to be damaped, that he may be glorified :

but, on the other Hand, he requires every man,
where ever the gofpel comes, to give an affent to it
as a divine revelation; and wherever grace comes
into the heart, he requires fuch perfons to believe
in him with a {pecial fpiricual faith. For as the re-
velation is which Gop gives, fuch is the faith
which Gob requires ; and this fets every thing in
a clear, pleafing, and unexceptionable point of
light. Your {ubmiffion then to Chrift’s dominion
doth not confift in a willingnefs to be damned,
that Gop may be glorified; for that is impofiible.
‘The nature of a rational, immortal creature is
not capable of fuch a fubmiffion. The beautiful
and lovely nature of Gop cannot require fuch a
fubmiffion. Gob never did, he never will, he
never can require it. It is every way as impofiible
as it 1s for Gop to lie, or for Gop to die. The
infinite perfections of his goodnefs and love will
never fuffer him to propofe it to one gracious and
holy foul on earth.

When we fay, you muft fubmit to Chrift’s {o-
vereign grace without making terms; our mean-
ing s, that you are not to treat upon terms of
your own invention, nor propofe any thing to
Chrift but what his fovereign love and mercy
propounds to you, as the only means of obtain-
ing your great end. And great reafon you have

for



[ 229 ]

for this fubmiffion, for in this lies your higheft
INTEREST, WISDOM, and HAPPINEss. The pro-
pofals of Chrift being the only terms by which a
finful and loft creature can be rendered fafe, and
made capable of eternal falvation,

2. As to your orrspRING. This is the next
intereft to your own eternal condition. Submit
to the fame fovereign grace for your children as
you did for yourfelf.

Next to your own perfonal falvation, Chrift
cannot thew a greater evidence of his love, than
to regenerate and call your children by his grace.
‘This is a moft precious and ravithing confidera-
tion, and ought to make Chrift infinitely dear
and precious to thofe parents whofe children are
converted and united vitally with Chrit. We
owe him eternal gratitude for fuch a diftinguifh-
ing favour to our dear children.

He doth not take all the.children of believers:
this would make us carelefs and indolent: our
corrupt hearts would negleét their education.
But he fo frequently orders i, that eleéting love
runs in a line from parents to children. That
we have good reafons and matives to ufe the ut-
moft diligence in giving them the very beft re-
ligious education in our power. Let us be roufed
“up to the utmoft zeal and prudence in this great
and
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and important work of religious education.—
Read Dr. DodJridge’s four excellent fermons, on
the Religious Education of Children and Youth,
12mo. i732. |

g. Use. How happy are all true believers,
who have an intereft in the fovereign poMinion

of the Lord Jefus Chrift!

To be the {ervant of fuch a prince is a great
privilege and honour! to be the free and willing
fubje@ of fuch a king is a fill higher favour:
but how much more to be a favourite of this
great and fovéreign monarch. What a dignity
and happinefs is this!|—it is a bleflfednefs fuited
to our higheft capacities and our nobleft powers!

We have every thing in Chrift to make us
happy to the full extent of our faculties, thro’
an immortal duration! Think over all the in-
gredients which make up true happinefs, and you
will dnd they all flow from the fulnefs, grandeur,
and beauty of Chrift!

Does happinefs confift in health and ftrength?
All ftrength and health of {oul flows from Chrift!
Does happinefs confift in vaft wealth, or un-
bounded riches? Chrift hath riches unfearch-
able! Does happine{s conflift in dominion and
power? Chrift can and will give us the eternal
dominion of kings! Does happinefs confift in

wifdam,
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wildom, learning, and prudence? Chrift will
furnith us out of his infinite treafures of wifdom
and knowlege. He dwells with prudence, and
will teach us to deal prudently! Daes happinefs
confift 1n the beauty of holinefs? Chrift hath a
rich affemblage of human, divine, chriftian, and
focial graces, to conform us to the beautiful na-
ture and perfections of Goo! Is pure generous
friendthip effential to true happinefs? Chrift is
our tender invariable friend. Is it the fummit
of happinefs to know that all the above great
qualities can never be loft ? Chrift hath rendered
our fecurity greater than our intereft: for if all
the power, life, and eternity of Gop can fecure
us;; if all the virtue of his blood, the force of
his love, and the oath of his mouth can fecure
us} then, as long as Chrift is immortal in his
exiftence, our being and happinefs is fecure!
Rejoice! rejoice! and again I fay rejoice in the
Lord evermore.

6. Use. Let us humbly own Chrift’s eternal
and abfolute dominion, by our never daring for
one moment to feek any reafon of his decrees be-
yond or befide the wife good pleafure of his will.

‘The monarchs of this world refent all attempts
to pry into their interior cabinet councils : «now,
if worms and duft, who are the fervants of the

people, if they think their prerogative and dig-
- nity
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nity invaded, if you dare to indulge an altive
curiofity, to dive into their fecrets;—is it not in-
finitely more indecent to indulge a finful in-
quifition into the arcana of Chrift’s empire?
Blefled be his name, enough is clearly revealed
for our faith, duty, and happinefs; and, there-
fore, with the moft profound fubmiffion, let all
{ecret things be left with our beft friend, the
Lorp and Gop of the whole earth, Ifa. liv. §.

7. Use. See the reafon why Chrift doth fome-
times defer an anfwer to our enquiries, and delay
a return to our moft fervent prayers!—it is to
teach us a pratical acknowledgment of his ab-
folute dominion, and deep fubjeftion to his fo-
vereign will. Thus Chrift dealc with Mofes, in
concealing from him the death of the men who
fought his life, till he had brought him to an
humble compliance with his fovereign pleafure.
Thus Chrift treated Job with rods, and trials, and
darknefs, till he brought him to cry out, with
humble {ubmiffion, < I know that thou canft do
every thing: and that no thought can be with-
holden from thee !” Job xlii. 2. and then he raifed
him to double riches, honours, and pleafures!

Let us likewife enter into the {pirit of that
noble refolution, ¢ I will wait on the Lorp
Jefus—and I will look for him,” Ifai. viii. 17.

8. Usk.



[ 233 1

8. Use. See the grounds and reafons of the
rebellion and infolence of the carnal wifdom and
learning, of this world ggainft the Lord Jefus
Chrift?

Men of the higheft intelletual powers, and
of the greateft human learning, being deftitute
of the grace of Gopb, have been the fierceft
enemies to ‘the eternal divinity and dominion of
Chrift.

They hate him wich a perfe& hatred, and fay
by their temper and a&ions, that they will be
damped a thoufand times rather than be in his
debt for their whole falyation. I can make this
appeat to a full desmondbration from the writings
of the Sorinians, in eight volgmes in folio;
efpecially from the two volumes of Fauftus So-
cinus; who employs no lefs than fifteen chapters
in the moft violent attempts to deftroy the divi-
nity and fatisfaltion of our Lord Jefus Chrift.
See his Preleftiones Theologicse, from chapter
xv. page {64, to chap: xxix. page 6oo, vol. I.
of his works in folic; and the three firft parts of
his book, De Chrifte Servatore; are wholly fpent
on the fame fubje&, and are, indeed, but a re-
petition of what he had faid before. The modern
Socipians have the fame proud and rebellious
{pirit, although they are far beneath the old So-
cinians in learning and abilities.

Gg SocINIANISM
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SociniaNIsM 1s the neareft approach to the fin
againft the Hovy SpiriT, which is called the un-
pardonable fin, of any crime in our world : for
this fin confifts in a free and wilful rejettion and
oppofition to the chief gofpel truth and way of
falvation, made clear to aman by the SpiriT of
Gop in it’s truth and goodnefs.

9. Use. The abfolute dominion of Chrift,
independent of all worlds, independent of the
underftandings and wills of all angels and men,
thews us that the happinefs of intelligent and
immortal creatures is entirely rrom a#imseLr. The
prudence, goodnefs, and free-will of angels, are
not the caufe of their fanding in holinefs and
happinefs for one moment, nor will be the caufe
to eternity.—The recovery of finful, apoftate
man to holinefs and happinefs is not owing to the
prudence and free-will of man for one moment.

Curist’s fovereign will, hiseternal independent
grace is the grand fole caufe, or firft {pring of
man’s reftoration, in conjun&ion with the ab-
folute dominion of Gop the FaTuer and Gon
the Hovy SpiriT.

Every particle and drop of angelic and human
happinefs hath i’s head in the fovereignty of
Chrift, and is derived from it as it’s proper,
original independent fountain.

The
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The wil} of Chrift is pot conditional or de-
pendent on the wills of angels and faints in
heaven, nor on the will of men on earth. If
Chrift®s will was conditional, then happinefs would
be dependent on the conpiTION to be performed,
and not on the will of Chrift; but the per-
formance of the condition would be rirsT, and
rerorE the will of Chrift, in the attainment of
the end: and thus mam would be the firft and
chief caufe of his own eternal falvation and hap-
pinefs,

If Chrift willed to fave all men conditionally;
that 1s, on condition of man’s free-will to good ;
1. e. to faith, repentance, and new obedience ;
Either mien muft be able for the performance of
thefe conditions, or Chyift muft give them,

Where are the men that are able to perform
thefe conditions? No man is to be found that
hath, by nature, a free-will to moral goad, a
free-will to vital faith and true repentance. How
can thefe conditions be had? No way, but by
Chrift's, free gift. Confequently, then, they
cEASE to be conpiTions ! Conditional falvation
1s a fition no where to be found in heaven or
earth, except in the brains of natural men, in
the proud conceptions of men that know not

Cop the Redeemer nor themfelves; of men full

of
Gga



