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CurisT is brought in by the {acred prophet as
one that had heard the cries of his church, and
had not been moved : but when he recolletts him-
felf, and confiders that they were his people, and
that he was in a fpecial manner united vitally to
them, and fweetly related to them; he became
their faviour. He could no longer bear any re-
ferve or fhynefs towards them; but ftirs up him-
felf to relieve them, and give them a full and
glorious deliverance. Yea, it hath fo ftrong an
influence upon Chrift, that if this note be often
founded in his ears, it doth, as it were, change his
voice : and when he feems to have a mind to caft
them off, he cannot: he is not able to bear the
thought of making a feparation or divorce be-
tween his own foul and the people he fo dearly
loves. See the aftonithing conteft between Chrift
and his fervant Mofes, concerning the people of
Ifrael, in the great offence of the golden calf,
Chrift fays to Mofes, tby people—Mofes fays to
Chrift, thy peaple: and at laft he conquers his
faviour, and prevails on him to take them again,
and fay my pcople, Exod. xxxiil. 7--11, 12: for
in the 14th verfe we are told, that the Lord
Jefus repented him of the evil, i. e. he changed
his conduét, with refpect to the evil he thought
to do unto His people. Now, you fee they are
Gop’s people again: the repetition of the relation
1s a moft powerful reafon to perfuade him to own

them
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them again, when he was on the very point of
reje&ting them, and turning away from them,

DemonsTRaTION 3.

The whole 1nTEREST Of Chrift in the world lies
11 his caurch and peopLe.  He fees nothing of
his image in any part of the corrupted and ruined
world, but only in them. It is in the church he
has put his name, 1. e. his divine nature and re-
femblance. It is there he fees his image ; and
therefore he places his love there. And fhall all
this fignify nothing with Chrift: fhall the gover-
nor of the world let things go contrary to his own
INTEREST !

Ris people are like to him in that which is one
of his greateft and brighteft perfetions, i. e. his
ROLINEsS, Which gives him a greater and decper
intereft in them. It is his intereft of holinefs
that is oppofed by the fpiteful oppofition to the
- church, All the hatred his enemies bear, it grows
from the inward root of enmity, or keen hatred
againft the holinefs of Geop himfelf, It is the
holy image of Gop they hate. For thy fake we
are killed all the day long, Pf. xliv. 22. Rom.
viii. 36, Chrift furely will concern himfelf in
the church’s intereft, fince it is entirely his own.
His intereft lies in the perfons, the graces, the
comforts, and noble a&ions of his people.

1. In
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1. In the persons of his people.—~~The wonder~
ful firucture of their bodies are the temples of his
HoLY SPIRIT. The more wonderful ftruéture,
nature, powers; and affe&ions of their immortal
fouls, are the habitation of Gop. Ye thall be a
peculiar treafure ta me above all people, Exod.
xix. 5. The Lord’s portion is his people,
Deut. xxxil. q, The Lord Jefus hath chofen
Jacob unto himfelf, and lfrael for his pecuriar
TREASURE, Pf. cxxxv. 4. The Lord of hofts
fhall blefs, faying, Hrael mine inheritance, Ifai.
xift. 25. As the church is his treafure; and, as,
where a man’s treafure is, there is his heart: fo,
where Chrift’s treafure is, there is Chrift’s heart.
His intereft likewife lies,

2. In the crAcES, COMFORTS, and holy acTrons
of his people.

If his church thould be deftroyed, whom hath
Chrift to love and imitate him, and to fhew forth
his glory? He hath none in the world befides,
that do intentionally mind his honour, and take
pleafure-in glorifying his perfections, copying his
lovely example, obferving his word, and ad-
miring his works of nature and grace. And will
it ftand with his intereft to govern things con-
trary to their beft intereft, which is really deeply
and eternally his own?

DEMONSTRATION 6.
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DEMONSTRATION 6.

The ardent arrections of Chrift will certainly
make all providences work for the temporal and
eternal good of his church and people.

1. His tove. This includes his high efteem of
his people, his good will to them, his defire of
union with them, and his diffufing good through
their hearts.~~What hath Chrift in the world as
an object of his love fince he created it, but the
church, The men of the world hate him: he
can fee nothing amiable in them; becaufe what
was firft lovely they have defaced and blotted out;
but the church has Chrift’s beauty put upon her.
Thy beauty was perfect through my comelinefs
put upon thee, faith the Loxp Gobp, Ezek. xwi.
14.—Befides the lovelinefs which is put on the
people by Chrift’s righteoufnefs, they have a love
to Chrift; and no man will act againit thofe
whom he thinks to be his friends. Chnft is
pure, felf-altive exiftence: there being nothing
but purity and aétivity in Chrift, his love muft
be the pureft and higheft love, the moft vigorous
and glowing affection that a Gop can feel. As
fire fets all other bodies on fire, and affimilates
all things to itfelf; fo this love fets all other
powers in the world in motion for his people.
Chrift cannot fove them, but he muft with and
defire all good to them, and do aLL coop for

them ;
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them; becaufe his love is not a lazy, indolent
love, but hath it’s raptures and infinite tender-
nefs; and his affe&ions are blended with his
almighty power to work all that good for them
which they are capable of in their prefent con-
dition in this world. Now it 18 a certain truth,
that Chrift loves his church : for he carries them

in his hand—he loves the very gates or out-
works—he values one true chriftian, above the

whole world of the wicked and finally impenitent
finners—he loves his people fo ardently, that he
overlooks their unkind fufpicions, their peevith
tempers, harth mifconftructions of his providence,
and hafty rath expreflions concerning his conduct

and adminiftration.

1. He carries them in his HanD, Deut. xxxiii. 3.
and that not in a loofe and carelefs manner to be
caft out, but they are engraven upon the palms
of his hands, ard dart every moment on his eye;
his people are ever before him; they cannot be
forgotten for one moment. He waters them
every inftant of time, he keeps them night and
day, Ifai. xxvii. 3. xlix. 16, If Chrift’s eye be
always upon the church, his thoughts can never
be off from it in all his works of providénce

and grace.

2. He loves the very outworks of his church.

The Lord loves the gates of Zion, Pf Ixxxvii. 2.
He
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He rejoices in the habitable parts of the earth,
and his delights are with the fons of men; he loves
the very ground they tread on. Prov. viii. 31.
He loves a cottage where a church is, more than
the ftately manfions of wicked noblemen, or
the grand palaces ot kings. Chrift loves the
aflemblies of his faints, becaufe of the glorious
truths revealed and preached; the pure ordinances
adminiftered, and the {piritual worfhip prefented
to him.

3. He values one true chriftian above the ftarry
heavens, above the whole world of wicked and
impenitent men. Chrift is the Gop of all crea-
tures, but peculiarly the Gop of Abraham and
his {piritual feed. One Abraham is more deeply
rooted in his heart than all the world; and he
takes more pleafure in ftiling himfelf the Gop of
of Abraham, than the Gobo of the univerfe.
Chrift has a greater value for one fincere foul,
than for a whole city—he faves a Lot, and burns
a Sodom: yea, than for a whole world—he
drowns a world, and preferves aNoah : he fecures
his jewels, but flings away the wicked as drofs.

4. He loves his people fo tenderly, as to over-
look their unkind fufpicions and perverfe mifcon-
ftructions of his providence.

The Iraelites had unkind {ufpicions of Chrift
and his fervant Mofes, at the brink of the Red-
Bb Sea,
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Sea, when they faw the Egyptians at their heels;
and they began to {peak moft peevith and bitter
words againft providence to Mofes, Exod. xiv.
11, 12: but Chnft did not, for this provoking
language, draw up his cloudy pillar into heaven;
but puts it in the rear of them, and wedgeth
himfelf in between them and Pharaoh’s enraged
hoft, to fhew that they fhould as foon fheathe
their {words into his heart, as in their bowels;
which was the highelft expreffion of his affetion.
Chrift loves his people freely, Hofea xiv. 4. 1
will love them freely : the Hebrew word nedabab,
fignifies liberally, nobly, or in a princely and
royal manner. Chrift loves us like a liberal
prince, or in a moft generous {pirit like a king
and a Gop, without any fufpence, hefitation, or
reluctance. I will love thee with a princely,
fpirit, without any repugnancy in my heart to
draw me back from thee.

Now, put all this in one view, and confider it
altogether: Can the governor of the world, the
king of nations, the king of chritians, the
gencrous fiiend of man, the loving redeemer,
the head of the ehurch, the hufband of believers,
act any thing againft his own AFFECTIONS, againft
his own INTEREST, againft the members of his
own body, and his flefh, and his bones? Eph. v.
30. Yea, will he not make all creatures, and all
worlds, fubfervient to the happine(s of them he
fo dearly loves ! 2. His
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2. His peELIGHT in his people.—Delight is a
mixture of love and joy in an objeét: it is fecl-
ing an objet to be exceedingly agreeable to our
tafte. Chrift inwardly feels his people to be in-
finitely agreeable to his nature, will, and tafte:
he views them as clear of all guilt, cloathed with
his righteoufnefs, adorned with the graces of his
fpirit, and heirs of eternal glory: and in thefe
views, he delights in them with his whole heart
and his wWhole foul. See what an inundation of
{weetening joy there is in him, for which he
appears to want terms of expreflion to fuit the
narrow conceptions of men. The Lorp thy
Gop in the midft of thee is mighty ; he will fave,
he will rejoice over thee with finging, Zeph. iii.
17. He appears in his expreflions to know no
meafure of his delight in his church, and no end
of it. I will rejoice over thee with joy. Joy
fparkles up afrefh after joy., Itis his reff, where
his foul, and all that is within him, ceaters itfelf
with infinite fatisfaltion. Joy over thee with
finging, A joy that bloffoms into triumph.—
Never had any perfon fuch charming tranfports
in the company he moft loved, as Chrift has in
his church. He doth fo delight in the graces of
his people, that he delights to mention their
names, He mentions Enxocr’s walking with
Gop twice, and his name fix times. He exprefles
the name of Noan no lefs than thirty-feven times,

Bb g The
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The times in which Chrift exprefies the names of
Abraham and Jacob are almoft innumerable;
whilft the great names of the pagan heroes, who

exifted at the fame time, are buried in duft and
oblivion,

Certainly Chrift cannot but delight in his
church more than in the whole univerfe, becaufe
it is a fruit of greater labour, pains, and coft,
than the whole creation of the world. The
world was created in the fpace of (ix days; by a
word or fingle volition—the ereéting a church
hath coft Chrift more pains and time. Creation
did not oblige Chrift to {weat blood : but 1t coft
him blood, and groans, and tears, to make a
fingle chriftian.

Before the church of the Jews could be fettled,
he had a conteft both with the peevithnefs and
ftubborn wills of his people, and the deep malice
and violent rage and force of their enemies.

And the Lord Jefus muft bleed and dye under
pain, fhame, wrath, and the curfe, before the
church of the Gentiles could be eftablithed and
fourifh.

Men delight in that which hath coft them
much pains, and a vaft price. Chrift hath been
at too much pains, and at too great price, to
have smaLL DELIGHT in the church. Will he

then
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then let wild beafts and devils break through the
hedge of proteftion, and tread down his peaple
in the duft? Shall not all things in heaven,
earth, and hell, be ordered to the good of that
which is the osjecT of his greateft pELiGHT in
the world !

DEMONSTRATION 7.

The alive omniprRESENCE of Chrift in his
cuurcH will make all PRovIDENCES work far the
good of it,

Chrift’s vital prefence would be an idle and
ufelefs prefence, if it were not operative for their
good. The very name of the gofpel church is
Jenovan sHamMaH, the LorD is THERE, Ezek.
xlviit, 3¢. 'What would it fignify to us if it were
an indolent, ufelefs prefence? Chrift’s prefence
in his church is the cLory and DEFENCE of it,—
See the moft judicious Mr. John Brine’s fermon,
~on Zach. ii. 5. For I, faith the Lord, will be
unto her a wall of fire round about, and will be
a glory in the midft of her. His prefence is a
new covenant prefence. Fear not, for I am with
thee; be not difmayed, for I am thy Gob; to
love thee, to dwell with thee, to protet thee,
and fupply all thy wants to the very uttermott.
Gop himfelf fhews that from hence flows
STRENGTH to our rational powers, HELP in all
our duties and diftreffes, and supPoRT in all our

graces
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graces and comforts: I will ftrengthen thee, yea,
I will help thee, yea, I will uphold thee with the
right hand of my righteoufnefs, Ifai. xli. 1o, that
1s, with my righteous power, with my power en-
gaged moft cordially to thee in a righteous co-
venant. His prefence and providence in the
world, is in a way of abfolute dominion; but in
his church, in a way of covENANT RELATION.
He is the Gobp of lrael, a Gop ¢ Ifrael, a Gop
Joir Hrael, yea, a Gop in the midft of Ifrael.
Every one of thefe are rich engagements to pro-
tedt, to provide for, and to govern every thing
for his people’s good. Chrift is under an oaTn
to do good to all his children. Will he violate
his oath, tear the feal, and break his covenant,
who never broke his word with any of his people
yet? Isit poffible for Chrift to a&t contrary to his
own beft iINTEREST, to his beft aArrEcTiONS; 1O
the members of his body, of his fleth, and of his
bones? Eph. v. 30. And to his own moft tre-
mendous oats, in which he has ftaked down all
his attributes, to fulfill his promifes !

DeMonsTrRATION &,

The pravers of his church have a mighty
force with Chrift, to this great end of making all
things work together for our Goop.

Chnft is intituled a Gop hearing prayer; and
what prayers fhould Chnift hear, if not the
prayers
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prayers of his people, which aim at Gop’s GLoRrY
in their own Goon !

Though the prayers of the church may feem to
fail in fome particular matter, yet in general they
do not, they cannot fail, becaufe they fubmit their
defires to the will of Gop ; which always works
what is the very BEsT for his church, and for every
fingle believer in the world.

When Gobv our Redeemer would do any mighty
work in the world, he ftirs up his people to pray
for it; and their prayers, by his decree and ap-
pointment, have a clofe connexion with, and a
mighty influence #por, the government of the
world ; for when they come before him in behalf
of the church in general, he indulges them
with a greater liberty and boldnefs, and as it were
a kind of authority over him, than upon other
occafions of their own. Afk of me things to
come, concerning my fons, and concerning the
work of my hands command you me, Ifai. xlv. 11.
Chrift would be more freely and familiarly dealt
with; he gives leave for greater pofitivity, bold-
nefs, and confidence about the concerns of his
fons, though they were things to come to pafs in
future time ; and indeed the prayers of the rrue
church of Chrift have a powerful and invifible
eflicacy on the great atiens and events which are
in the world : the BEixG of the worLD is main-

tained
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tained by them from finking. ¢ PravEer upholds
the whole worLD:” and it muft needs be, and it
cannot be otherwife, that the prayers of the church
thould have an influence on the affairs of the
world, and make all things work together for our
GOOD,

REeason 1. Becaufe Chrift hath a vaft delight
in the prayers of his people. The prayer of the
upright is his delight, Prov. xv. 8. And he loves
to hear the churches voice. Sweet is thy voice,
Song ii. 14. The offering of Jerufalem fhall be
pleafant to the Lord, Mal. iii. 4. Prayer awakes
providence to judge the enemies of the church.
A parent delights in the voice of his child, not
fimply in his crying, but in the fenfe and mean-
ing of his voice. CHrisT delights in the matter
of their pravers, it being fo agreeable to his own
heart and will; and in the fenfe and feeling they
have of the fufferings of the whole body.

Reason 2. Becaufe PrRaYER is nothing elfe but
pleading Gob’s PROMISES.

To this all true chriftians are directed, by that
Spirit who knows the mind of Gop, who ani-
mates and orders their petitions according to his
will.  Now Gob turns his own decrees and pur-
pofes about his church into promifes to them, fo
the church turns thofe promifes into prayers.

Thus, promifes being for the good of the church;
and
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and there being an exa& harmony between thofe
promifes and the church’s prayers; all thofe pro-
vidences which are the iffue and effet of thofe
promifes, and the anfwer of the chuich’s prayers,
muft needs be for the church’s good.

Conceive of it in this eafy and delightful
manner. (GobD our Saviour copies out his decrees
into the promifes; believers take thofe promifes,
and turn them back to Gop in prayer; Gop re-
turns their prayers back to them in kind provi-
peNcEs; and they return thofe providences back
to Gop in ardent GraTITUDE and eternal Pra1sEs,

ReasoN 3. Becaufe there are united fervent
SUPPLICATIONS and PLEADINGS both in HEAVEN
and arRTH; all the hands of the whole family in
heaven and earth are concerned in their petitions;
Chrift the Son of Gop, although he is Gop over
all, blefled for evermore, yet he pleads his obe-
dience and blood, and his raTHER anfwers him
with good and comfortable words, Zech. 1. 12,
13--20. The angels and glorified fpirits long
for our true and eternal good; and all the faints
on earth ardently pray for the temporal, fpiritual,
and eternal happinefs of the church of Chrift on
earth, and Gop the Father delights to hear the
united fupplications of his whole happy intelli-

gent creation.
RECOLLECTION

Cc¢
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RecoLLEcTION or REVIEW of the DEMONSTRATION
of the fpecial coopnEss of ProVIDENCE.

Thus we fee what Chrift’s heart is moft fet
upon, and what he loves beft of all: that is, the
richeft difplay of his goodnefs in the church,
and making every individual of his people
eternally happy in Gop ; and that all in heaven,
earth, and hell, muft work together for their

good ; it mufl be fo, and it cannot be other-
wife.

This has been made to appear with as clear
and keen a method of demonttration, as ever
was fhewn by the beft geometrician in the world;
no Euclid, or even Newton, could ever demon-
ftrate a propofition with clearer evidence and con-
yiction,

We have feen this grand truth demonftrated
firft by an enumeration of all things; all perfons
good and bad—all things good and evil,—we
have feen Gop our Saviour prefer mercy to the
church before his own concern of juftice towards
himfelf—that he takes peculiar notice of the leaft
of his children, and the meaneft believer, and is
vaftly condefcending to the weakeft of them—
that he often reveals to his people what he is
about to do in the world and the church—and
that he has given all the beft, the very beft things
in heaven and carth to his people—even his beft

blood
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blood and foul, and his divine attributes and
actions, and bleflings.

We have feen it clearly demonftrated, that
Chrift, in the ceconomy of the univerfe, has fo
fettled the ftate of all things, that it cannot be
otherwife ; it muft, by neceflity of nature, un-
avoidably be fo, that all things fhall work for
the churches good.

This has been evinced from eight grand fources
of demontftration, and made as clear as the light
of the meridian fun. It has been fhewn, that all
providences are defigned to difplay speciaL
GooDNEss in the very utmoft perfeétion of
beauty;~—that Gop the Father has this deeply at
heart; it is the favourite intention of his will gnd
affe€tions ; and in order to effect it in the mott
endearing manner, he has put all his attributes,
councils, and rights, into his Son’s hands; he
has given him every thing in heaven, earth, and
hell 5 every thing material and fpiritual, vifible
and invifible, temporal and eternal; and Chrift
has freely taken all, and is fworn into his grand
employment, to make all things work for his
people’s good 5 and he will at laft give up his
account with honour to himfelf, and infinite joy
to his dear people;—that in the church, and to
every chriftian, Chrift difplays the glory of all
his natural and moral perfeions; not one at-

Cc 2 tribute
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¢ribute fhall be left unexerted, or eclipfed, or
hid from our view.

‘That there is a vital union between Chrift and
his people; and this union is the moft near, in-
timate, and intenfely clofe, that can be in the
nature of divine things. Chrift ardently loves
this union, and it is, and ever will be, prevalent
with him to do the kindeft things in the moft
pungent diftreffes of his people; and in all the
greateft emergencies of the affairs of his church
to the end of the world.

The whole intereft and treafure of Chriit lies
in his church and people. The perfons of his
people are infinitely dear to him: their graces,
good qualities of the heart, their comforts, fer-
vices, and noble altions, are exceedingly dear to
him; and he has a vaft, an unbounded delight in
thofe actions and graces: their beft comforts he
has the tendereft regard for, and will faithfully
preferve, reftore, and increafe them. I will re-
ftore comforts to him and to his mourners, Ifai.
Ivii, 18. I will not contend for ever: I will not
always chide: I will not retain my anger for ever:
I will not caft off for ever:=for then the fpirit
would fail before me and the fouls that I have
made. We have feen that Chrift’s people muft
be infinitely dear to him, becaufe they are like

to his perfon and excellence, in that which is the
deareft
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deareft and nobleft perrecTION Of 2 GOD, that is,
HoLINESS. It is this that is the glory of the
divire nature, which he has infufed into their
fouls, and created in their very hearts: and this
image of Gob in them is the deareft thing in our
world: and this makes Chrilt fo deeply con-
cerned far his people, becaufe all the glory of
his charater is embarked with the fouls of his
people: and if they were to lofe their holinefs,
he muft be a greater lofer than his people, and
his lofs could never be repaired: it muft be an
cternal lofs to himfelf, and to his Father, and
the Holy Spirit; and he could not look his Father
in the face, nor make up his account with him to
all eterriity. Now this is a moft glorious de-
monftration, that Chrift will be fure to make all
worlds {ubfervient to the prefent and future hap-
pinefs of his church.

- The ardent arrecTioNs of Chrift is another
jource of demonftration, that he will make all
things work far our good. He loves them in the
moft princely and royal manner, with the utmoft
generofity and magnificence, with all the tender-
nefs of a perfe&t holy man, and all the bowels of
an infinite Gono. My bowels are moved for him,
Jer. xxxi. 20, Mine heart 1s turned within me,
Hofea xi1. 8. How fhall I give thee up? His
delight in his people is immenfe, it knows no

bounds
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bounds or end. My delights are with the fons
of men, Prov. viil. 31. The word for DELIGHTS
15 not only in the plural number, but it’s two firft
radical letters are doubled, which in the Hebrew
Janguage vaftly increafes the force and fenfe of
the word; and thus it expreflfes the exceeding
great delight and pleafure which Chrift takes at
all times in his people.—See Dr. Gill’s expofition
of the place: and Mr. Brine’s moft excellent.fer-
mon on the fame text; a difcourfe I would warmly
recommend to all my readers as one of the moft
fublime and animating in the world,

Now as Chrift delights fo much in his peaple
as always to carry them in his hand—as he loves
the very outworks of Zion; and values one gra-
cious foul above a whole world of wicked, ob-
ftinate, impenitent rebels—as he loves his people
fo intenfely as to overlook and forgive all their
fufpicious and hard thoughts of him; all their
fretful tempers, and harfh expreflions of his
condu¢t—as he pardons all their peevith and
paffionate language and infinuations; furely he
will make all worlds work for their good.

We have thewn that Chrift feels an infinite de-
light in his people, that is, he hath a mixture of
love and joy in their perfons, their graces, and
their ations; which is without all bounds, and

without
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without end: and this delight always animates
him to do them good.

We have feen that Chrift’s omniprefence in his
church fecures them from ruin, and will make all
things work for their good; for all his perfeitions
attend his omniprefence in his church. This is
not like hell, where fome of his perfettions are
withdrawn for ever; fuch are goodnefs, mercy,
love, and grace: and in this world fome of his
attributes are manifefted, but not all. In the
true church, all his glories are difplayed with the
brighteft luftre; and the evidence is bright as
the fun, that every attribute, being prefent wich
his people, they fhall have the ufe and benefit of
them all, in the richeft and wifeft manner and
meafure. |

We have feen clearly that the prayers of the
chrrch have a mighty force upon Chrift, becaufe
he hath a vaft and unbounded delight in their
prayers—and that prayer is nothing elfe but an
ardent, conftant pleading of all his promifes ; and
that the united fupplications and pleadings, both
in heaven and earth, have a moft aftonithing
force with his divine Father, to make all things
work for our good.

The
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The glorious vses of the fpecial coopnEss of
CHRIST’S PROVIDENCE.

1. Use of INFORMATION.

Chrift will always have a church in the world;
he will have fome to ferve him; his great defign
in making a world was not to have a {fun, moon,
and ftars, but a church, a company of godly men
and women, that might bear his image of holi-
nefs, and honour him; to whom he might {peak
and freely converfe, and extend his grace abroad,
and difplay the love his heart was fo full of within,
and which he ardently longed to diffufe amongft
his people. |

Chrift will, in the greateft exigences, find out
means for the protetion of his people. This
will be till his providence has an end at the
conclufion of the world.

The church fhall, in the end, prove victorious
over all it’s enemies, or providence muft mifs of
it’s aim. Chrift is on the churches fide, and he
is ftronger than the ftrongeft, wifer than the
wifeft, and higher than the higheft.

It is the beft intereft of nations and kings to
bear a refpett to the church, and countenance
and encourage the worfhip of Gob amongft them.
Gov’s people are a real biefling in the midft of a
land; their intereft is greater than all the world

befides.
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befides. The NecLEcT of RELIGION is the RUIN
of nations! Thofe Perfian kings reigned the
longeft who favoured the Jews moft in building
the fecond temple. Gop honoured or difgraced
them as they were kind or cruel to his people.
Gofpel minifters are like chariots and horfemen
to a nation or kingdom, 2 Kings ii. 12.

We may fee hence, the ground of moft of the
awful judgments and plagues on the kingdoms of
mankind. Men, by their negleét of the church,
or their rage againtt it, will not acknowledge
Chrift’s government of the world, for the good
of the church. The church is the feat of his
government ; and from thence he extends it all
round the globe, from pole to pole. This is a
fublime and glorious idea, which demands our
utmoft attention.

What efteem then fhould there be for the
godly! The providence of Chrift being chiefly
for the good of his people! Their perfons and
prayers uphold the univerfe !

It is foolith and mad for any men to contend
againft the welfare of Gob’s people: itis to ftrive
and fight againft the almighty and unwearied pro-
vidence of Chrift}! it is foolith, becaufe it is ex-
ceeding SINFUL : it is very unfuccefsful: it is very
deftructive : it is fure to bring vengeance and ruin
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on kings and nations from the incenfed Son of
Gon,

Use II.  Of coMFORT, OF CONSOLATION.

If all the providences of Chrift be for the good

of the church, if his eyes run to and fro to thew
himfelf ftrong for them, it affords matter of great

comfort. His providence is as vaft as his omni-
prefence, omnipotence, and omnifcience. Here
are the RICHEST corpIaLs for all fincere chriftians:
ftrong cordials, i. e. victorious over all orrosI-
TioNs and FaINTINGS, and durable beyond all
perifhing or decay. Here are corpraLs in duties
and fpecial fervices for the welfare of the church.
Here are corpiaLs in meannefs of condition and
lownefs of fpirits, in weaknefs and ftaggerings of
faith. Comforts or firong corpiaLs in the greateft
judgments and wrath of Chrift, on kings, king-
doms, and nations of bad men. Here are
corDIALS in the greateft extremities wherein his
church and people can pofiibly be. Rich corpiavLs
in fear of wants and poverty. The power of
Chrift, the governor of the world, cannot be
doubted; and his love is as great as his power:
his heart is as warm in love as his arm is ftrong
in power: and his love, fince it hath moved him
to prepare an eternal heaven to entertain his
people at the end of their journey, the fame in-
finite love will not be wanting to provide temporal

and
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and {piritual comforts in the way; fince all things,
both good and bad, are at his command, and
under the government of his gracious wifdom;
his eyes run to and fro through the whole earth,
not only to defend us in all dangers, but to fupply
all our poffible wants,—for his ftrength in both
thefe ways 1s moft glorioufly difplayed to his

people.

Here are rich corpiaLs in the low eftate of
he church at any time.—Chrift’s eye is upon his
people, even whilft he feems to have forfaken
them: his church hath his heart, and his churches
relief is his exp.  Gob will judge his people, and
repent himfelf, or, as the Hebrew jiTuNecHam,
comfort himfelf concerning his fervants, ’Tis a
comfort to Chrift to deliver his peaple; and he
will do it in fuch a feafon when it fhall be moft
to his glory and moft comfortable to their hearts.
He will always be Jerovan Jiren, the Lord that
wil! fee and provide. Great and good men fhall
be fervants to his people; yea, the learning and
knawledge of the world fhall cantribute to build
and beautify his church. The glory of Lebanon
fhall come unto thee, the fir-tree, the pine-tree,
~ and the box-tree together, to beautify the place
of my fantuary, and I will make the place of my
feet glorious, Ifal Ix. 13.

CHr1s? doth ufually leave his crurcH to Ex-
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