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THE WESTERN LETTER#*
ON EVANGELICAL OBEDIENCE.

The Elders, Minifters and Meffengers of the feveral Baptift
Churches meeting at Chacewatery Plymouth-Dock, Kingf-
bridge, Bovey-Traceys Exetery Tiverton, Bampton, Wels
lington, Upottery, Hatch, Loughwoody Chard, Horfingtony
Yesvil, Bridgewater, Frome, Sarum, Portfinouth, Broad-
mead and Pithay Briftol, and Lyme.

Having received Letters alfo from Falmouth, Plymouth,
Cullumpton, Prefeott, Stokegomer, Paulton, Beckington,
Crockerton, Bratton, Bradford, Calne, Melkfbam, Grittle-
ton, Thornbury, Wotton-underedge, Horfeley, Cheltenbam,
and Kingflanley.

Being met in Affociation at LymE, Dorfet,
May 30 and 31, 1792,

To the feveral Churches they reprefent, fend Chriftian
falutation.

Dear Brethren;

BEING, through the good hand of our God upon us,

once more permitted to meet together, and Having con-
fidered the accounts from the feveral churches; while we
cannot but lament the occafion of the complaints of luke-
warmnefs in the things of God, we have the pleafure to
inform you, that the churches, for the moft patt, have had
dditions and are in peace.

You will now permit tis to addrefs you irt the moft feri-
ous and affe@tionite mannret ; arld though we have no new
do&rine to exhibit, no new duties to inforce upon you, yet
we are perfuaded you will fufter us 2o ffir up your pure minds
by way of remembrance, that ye iay be conflantly mindful of the
words ‘,’f the holy prophets, and of the commandments which have
been givien us by the apoftles of our bleffed Lord and Saviour.

As it is, we truft, our earneft defire, that ye may be not
the mere profeffors of chriftianity, but fuch as have received
the grace of God in truth; you will not judge it to pro;
ceed from an over officioufnefs, if we endeavour to animate
you, not only moft carneftly to maintain all that which you

* This letter is fomewhat abridzed. Esstor.

fincerely
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. fincerely believe to be divine truth, but to illuftrate the
truths of the Gofpel, which you have embraced, by the moft
confiftent and orderly conduét : ever recollect that the grace
of God which bringeth falvation teacheth us, that denying
ungodlinefs and worldy lufts, we fbould kve foberly, righteoyfly,
and godly, in this prefent world. The gofpel of Chrift not only
teaches .us to abftain from all fuch enormities as are incon-
fiftent with our Chriftian profeffion, but alfo to be attive
and zealous in the caufe of pure and undefiled religion. We
are exherted to work out our falvation with fear and trem-
bling ; animated with this conlideration, that i is God who
worketh in us both to willand to do of bis geed pleafure. Men
may abftain from all grofs fins, and yet have no true love to
God, and confequently no real love to his caufe; may be
baptized, and make tKe moft folemn profeflions of Chrif-
tianity, and yet not have their hearts right in the fight of
God, but be in the gallo{bittermﬁ, and in the bond of miquity.
In fome of our later Letters you have been admonifhed to
keep a middle way between Antinomianifm and Arminian-
ifm; nor can you, we think, be too frequently reminded
how indifpenfibly you are obliged to take heed, on the one
hand, that you turn not the grace of God into lafecivioufnefs,
making it a cloak for your fin; nor, on the other, derogate
from the glories of Chrift, by dividing between him and
yourfelves the honors of your falvation, By grace ye are
Javed, through faith, and that not of yourfelves, it is the gift
[ 0.

We pretend not now to define thofe doftrines which we
conceive are contained in the word of God. Every doctrine
which is calculated to glorify him, and to advance the
dignity of the Redeemer, is furely of God; and fuch we
with you carefully to maintain, Be zealous for that faith
which was once delivered to the faints, While therefore
“we would carefully recommend it to you to prize the impor-
tant doélrines of divine grace, we intreat you to make it
your moft ferious concern ever to live under their influence,
that you may not hold the truth of God in unrighteoufnefs.
Let the word of Chrift dwell in you richly in all wifdom,
that you may bring forth fruit to the glory of God.  To
promote as far as in us lies, fo valuable an end, we fhall
proceed to lay before you, A GENERAL VIEW OF SUCH
DUTIES AS, In our opinion, ARE RECOMMENDED AND
ENFORCED BY THE GOSPEL OF GRACE, and in the prac-
tice of which you are to give evidence that Chrift dwells in
your hearts by faith. Let us take heed, left we call Cﬁ;z/l
Lord, andat the fame time do not the things which he comma. f’;
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for the lip of eternal truth has folemnly deamred, that by our
Jfruits we are to be known.

Maintain an intercourfe with Heaven, in the pleafant and
profitable exercife of PRAYER. Be frequent in your clo-
Sfets.  Keep up your correfpondence with your God there. It
has been faid, that apoftacy from God begins at the clofet
door. We believe that it will be univerfally admitted, by
fuch as know the peculiar advantages to be derived from
clofet prayer, that in proportion, as the frequency and fer-
vency of thefe exercifes decreafe, fo zeal for God, and re-
ligion will decreafe alfo. Take the animating promife of your
compaflionate Saviour with you, when you feclude yourfeives
from a buftling world, to hold communion with your God;
Thou when thou prayeft enter into thy clofet, and when thou
baft fbut thy doory pray to thy father whao [eeth in fecret,
and thy father who [ecth in fecret fhall reward thee spenly.
The apoftle James tells us, that the efeciual fervent
prayer of a righteous man availeth much.  Be not lefs
attentive to the exercifes of public prayer. It is much
to be lamented that the more fpiritual the exercile, the
lefs it is regarded, even by thofe who profefs to know fome-
what of the pleafure which is to be experienced in the ways
of God. Hence it is frequently to be obferved, that meet-
ings for prayer only are little frequented. If a fermon is to
be preached it Thall claim much more attention, at leaft, with
refpeét to the number of auditors; and many perfons contrive
to enter the houfe of God when the prayer is nearly, or quite
ended, that they may be troubled with nothing but the fer-
mon. But we think that when 4/ the love feems to be
fixed on hearing the word, and none on prayer, there can be
but little, or rather no fpiritual experience. Set before your
eyes the privilege of the people of God: *Tis their hap-
pinefs to have é‘ellaw/})ip with the Fathery and with bis Son
Fefus Ciriff. Earneftly defire this, and we will venture to
fay, that no duty of religion will afford you more real plea-
fure than private and public prayer.

Let your attendance on a4/l the ordinances of RELIGIOUS
WORSHIP be fteady and uniform. Be found early in the houfe of
God, when opportunities prefent themfelves. Reverence his fab-
baths. Hear the word of God as that with which your everlafting
all is concerned. When attending on divine ordinances, avoid
levity on the one hand, and drowfinefs on the other. Fre-
quent the table of Jefus. You will furely find it good to fit
with your Redeemer, for he will make his fruit fweet to your

tafte.
Be
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Be not averfe to CHRISTIAN CONVERSE. T'ake delight
in telling each other, to the honour of divine grace, what you
hope the Lord has done for your fouls. As you would avoid
all affeftation in religion, fo beware of too great bafhful-
nefs. It may not, perhaps, be pofiible to fay, how great that
good is which may be derived from friendly, focial, religious
intercourfe.  Of this you may be affured, that your pious
communications are acceptable to God, Of oh?' they that
feared the Lord [pake often one to another, andthe Lord heark-
ened and beard 1ty and a book of remembrance was written before
bim for them that feared the Lord, and that thought upon bis
name.

You will frequently find it, under the blefing of God, of
high advantage, to retire within yourfelves, and recur to the
exercife of sPIRITUAL MEDITATION. God’s people in all
ages have found it to be delightful and profitable.  When the
pious Plalmift is {peaking of God he fays, my meditation of bim
Jball be fweet. To meditate on the nature, perfections and
love of God—the perfon and mediation of the adorzble Re-
deemer—the operations of the Spirit of grace—the blefiings
of divine love with which the Lord enriches the fouls of his
people—and on the inberitance incorruptible, undefiled and that
fadeth not away, rf;ﬁzr'vzd in keaven for them; will {urely
afford unutterable fatisfa®ion o the ferious contemplative
mind.

Thofe of you who are parents, be careful to TRAIN UP
YOUR CHILDREN I[N THE NURTURE AND ADMONITION
oF THE LORD. Lead them to underftand what you con-
ceive to be truth. Nor do we deem it to be of fmall mo-
ment, that you infruft them well in your principles as Diffen-
ters. Let them know that it is their duty to call no man
mafter upon earth, in religious concerns; but that ene is our
mafter even Chriff. We furely do not wilh to keep up any
diftinctions, merely for the fake of being fingular, or of op-
pofing outfelves to the fentiments of others; but we are
anxious that when men profefs to be religious, they fhould
know why; and not take up with any fafhionable or prevail-
ing mode, without examining into the principies by which
they are aftuated; and above all, it is our fincere defire that
the dignity of Chrift may be maintained, who is the great
Head of the Church, to whom alone, in the bufinefs of reli-
gion, we owe fupreme obedience.

LET YOUR SERVANTS ALSo, if you have any, Be YoUR
cARE: let them fee how the religion of Jefus actuates you.
Give them no reafon to fay of you, as it has been faid of fome,

Fi4 « They
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<« They are faints abroad but devils at home.” Some mafters
feem to pay no mave regard to the fouls of their fervants, than
though they had none,and perhaps treat their brutes with greater
tendernefs and lenity. But whatever others do, be ye not like
them—obut be ye like good Abraham, who cemmanded, not only
bis children, but all bis houfehold to keep the way of the Lord.
‘Whether therefore you are hufbands or wives,parents of chil-
dren, matfters or fervants, let it be your great care in every
relation, to do credit to your profeflion of chriftiznity, and
prove to all around you, that you are in reality what you are
in profeflion, Ifraelites indeed in whom there is no prevailing
or allowed guile,

As MEMBERS OF CHURCHES BE CAREFUL TO FILL
UP YOUR PLACES in a regular and honourable manner.
Do not fuffer every light and trivial circumftance to prevent
your being found in the houfe of God, when his fervice
calls you there. Perhaps fome of you who were conftant
and zealous in your attendance on the public duties of reli-
gion, under your firft awakenings, and when ye firft made
a profeflion of Chriftianity, are now become in a meafure
carelefs and indifferent to what ye once appzared fo much to
value. Ifit be thus with any of you, remember from whence
ye are fallen, and repent and dothe firf? works.

Though you wilh well to pe intereft of Chrift at large,
and fay, Grace be with all them that lwe our Lerd Fefus
Chrift in fincerity; yet letthat part of Zion with which you
ftand conneted be very near your heart. If members of
churches were to refle¢t that in building up, as far as they
can, the relpective focieties to which they belong, they are
building up the whole of Chrift’s church, their own places
in the focieties to which they are related, would be filled up,
with more regularity than they fometimes are. Hold faff
then, firs, the profeffion of your faith without wavering
not forfaking the affembiing o yaur]e/[fzm together as the manner
of fome is. In your church connection, avoid whatever has
the leaft tendency to gender ftrife and contention.  Bear one
anothers burdens, and fo fulfil the law of Chriff. Look not
every man on his own things, but every man alfo on the things
of others.  Lei the fame mind be in you as was alfo in Chrift

¢fus. Be ye every one of you clathed wwith bhumi!ity, and then
alt bitternefs, and wrath, and anger, and clarmor, and evil-
Jpeaking will be put away from you, with all malice—yes,
then will ye e kind one to _another, tender-bearted, for-
giving one anathery even as God for Chriff's fake has for-
iven you.

Ler
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LET YOURBEHAVIOUR IN THE FAMILY, CHURCH AND
WORLD, be fuch as is ftrongly enforced by the gofpel of
Ghrift.  Abflain from all appearance of evil. = We befeech you,
brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye prefent your kodies a
living facrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reafon-
able fervice. In a word, let the temper and condué of the
amiable Jefus be exemplified in your a&ions.  Be ye followers
of him as dear children, who has left you an example, not onl
in patignt fuffering, but alfo in cheerful doing, that ye fhou
Jollow bis fleps.

To animate you in a cheerful and adtive obedience, we
might ufe a variety of arguments. Permit us then to re-
mind you of the folemn profeflion ye have made of the name
of Jefus Chrift. Recolleét the folemn manner by which ye
entered into his fervice—how many were witnefles of your
dedication of yourfelves to God—what an high ‘and honour~
able fervice ye engaged in. Remember your firft love. Cail
to mind the day of your efpoufals. Woas the religion of Jefus
your folemn and deliberate choice ! Confider then whofe fervants
ye are, and beit ever your concern te grow in grace and in the
faving and practical knowledge of our Lord and Savsour
Fefus Chrift.

Recolle&t the abundant confolation, and many fupports
which true religion is adapted to adminifter. Ye bave not
been called to refift unto blood flriving againff fin, in the op-
pofition ye have made to fin, fatan and the world. You fit
under your own vine and fig-tree; neverthelefs difficulties you
have met with, and must expe&t to meet with in your
chriftian profeflion. Many are the aflictions of the righte-
ous. But the grace of Chrift is fufficient for you. As your
days are, fo fhall your firength be.” To have the prefence of
God with you in all your troubles—to have that confolation
with which he bleffeth and diftipguifheth his fervants—to
have that peace which the world cannot give, nor take away
—is furely far prefergble to what ye ever met with when ye
were the fervants, the flaves of fin and fatan. Whatever
therefore befalls you, be looking 10 ]‘7e/m, who endured the con-
tradiltion of finners againft bimfelf. Many of you in your
congregational capacities have experienced the day of God’s
vifitation. Your Paftors have been removed, who fed you
with knowledge and underflanding 5 and watched for your fouls
s thofe that muf give an account. Follow their faith con-
fidering the end of their converfation. We fympathize with
you. We feel concern for the church at large, when we re-
colle¢t fo many of our honoured brethren who have been re-
moved by death; and we fincerely condole with the affociated

churches
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churches in this conneétion, in our lofs of that amiable
Chriftian—that able, diligent, and careful inftru&or of can-
didates for the Chriftian miniftry—that ftedfaft friend to
civil and religious liberty—that warm and zealous minifter
of the gofpel of Chrift, who {o ably maintained and fuccefs-
fully defended the dignities and glories of his Saviour,—that
friend of God, and of all good men—the dear departed Dr.
Evans—But our lofs is furely his eternal gain.  Nor would
we give ourfelves up to defpair. Our God bas the refidue
of the fpirit with him, and can pour it on whomfoever he
pleafeth.  Let churches deprived of their minifters have
their eye conftantly to him who has all their concerns in his
hands: perhaps you have provoked God thus to deal with
yous if fo, Repent and do your firft works, left he {hould
totally remove the candieflick out of its place. Hear the rod
and him who has appointed it. Let fuch churches ashave
minifters prize them. Tgke heed of weakening their hands
and difcouraging their hearts, in the work of the Lord. Thez
are men of like paffions with their hearers, and have muc
need of their prayers. If an apoftle eurncftly requetted the
brethren to pray for him and his fellow-labourers, thereby in-
dicating that they nceded their prayers, how much more need
have the minifters of the gofpel now of the prayers of their
hearers, fince all extraordinary gifts are ceafed! We are
forry to obfetve, that the condutt of fome profeflors feems to
fuggeft this refleGtion, that they enter the church of Chrift
only to have a fairer oppertunity of creating diftrefs and anx-
tety to the min:fter.  If therefore wewould aét a fuitable part,
and adorn the profefiion you make of the name of tae holy Je-
{us, confider the many obligations you are laid under to honor
him, and be, amidft all the changes of this changing world,
Sfirong in the grace which is in Chrift Fefus.

To excite you zifo to run the Chrithan race with an holy
attivity, recolleét what an awful thing it is to apoftatize from
God, and from the faith as it is in Jefus. If we fin wilfully
after that we bave received the knowledge oj/;be— truth, there
remaineth no more facrifice for fin, but that which doth remain,
1s @ certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiory indigna-
tion. If any of you thould fall away, God has declared that
his foul fhall have no pleafure in you. We are jealous cver
you, brethren, with a godly jealoufy, left as the [erpent beguiled
Eue, by bis fubtilty, Jo your minds fhould be” corrupted [from
the fimplicity that is in Chrift. Let him therefore that thinketh
be ftandeth take heed lejt be Jall.  Watch and pray that ye
enter nst into temptation. Be looking diligently left any man

Jail
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ail of the grace of God, left any root of bitternefs fpringing y
{roub{; yau,g and i{;reby many bey dqﬁledf Mma/n {%Jat putted
his band to the plough and looketh back is fit for the kingdom
of God. The eyes of many are upon you. Many are wait-
ing for your halting. O then be ye circumfpeét in the whole
of your deportment. ¥z have profefledly put off the works of
davknefs, and have put on the armour q‘y hght; walk as chil-
dren of the light.  Let your light [o fhine before men, that
they may fee your good works, and glorify your father who is
i heaven.

T'o animate you further in your Chriftian courfe, we fhall
only remind you of that folemn period, when ye fhall appear
before God. Death is approaching with hafty ftrides to-
wards you, and towards us.” In that eventful moment, when
we quit this mortal ftate to ftand at the bar of a righteous
God, it will be of the utmoft importance that we all be
what we profefs to be. To have had a name to live while
we are dead in fins, will be of no avail to us, though it
may fometimes anfwer finifter and mean purpofes now. What-
ever profeflion we may make, every lamp that is not fupplied
with the oil of grace, kindled and kept burning with fire from
above, will be extinguithed by the cold damps of death’s
gloomy vale. Keep therefore this important period always
i your view. Let it be your great concern fo to live, as ye
would wifh to be found when ye come to die, that ye ma
be able to fay in the views of the grave and etermty, 77e
have fought a good fight, we have finifbed our courfe, we have
kept the faith—benceforth there is laid up for us a crown of
righteoufnefs, which the Lord the righteous judge fhall give
unto us, and not unto us only, but to all them that love bis
appearing.

And now, dear brethren, that ye may be able to honour
God in your lives, triumph in him at death, and be for ever
happy with him, we commend you to God, and to the word
of his grace, which is able to build you up, and to give dyou
the moft abundant and pleafing entrance into the kingdom
and joy of our Lord.

WILLIAM CLARKE,
Moderator.
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Lyme, May 30, 31, 1792,

Wednefday met at three; Brother Penn prayed ; Brother
Clarke of Exeter, was chofen Moderator; the preliminaries of
the Affociation, and the letters from the Churches were read,
and the fervice concluded in prayer by brother Saffery. The
Baptift Meeting-houfes being too mall for the congregation that
attended, the Rev. Mr. Harris granted the ufe of his Meeting-
houfe, where we met again at feven ; Brother Redding prayed,
and Brother Birt preached from Luke x. 2. ¢ The harveft
« traly is great, &c.”

Thurfday morning met at fix o’clock for prayer. Our bre-
thren Giles, Cox, Morgan, Rippon, fen. Hatch and Norman
prayed. Public meeting, at half after ten; Brethren Birt and
Sprague prayed ; brother Morfey preached from Eph. i. 20.—
Brother Tommas concluded  Met again at three, brother
Cherry prayed; Brother Clarke, of Exeter, preached from
Hiiah vii. 13. ° San&ify the Lord of Hofts himfelfs” after
which the general letter was read, and figned by the Moderator ;
and the fervice concluded in prayer by brother Rowles. The
Minifters and Meflengers then proceeded to fettle the temporal
affairs of the Affociation. The colleftions for the Affociation
Fend this year amounted to forty-one pounds three fhillings and
two-pence; thirty-nine pounds eighteen thillings of which was
diftributed-for various ufeful purpofes, the remainder to pafs to
the next year’s account.

Agreed, to recommend the cafe of the Church at Bridge-
Water,

Met again for public fervice at feven in the evening; Bro-
ther Birtprayed, Brother Tommas preached from Cal. iv. 18.
¢ Grace be unto you. Amen.””

Agreed to hold the next Affociation at Bradford, Wilts, on
Tuelday and Wednefday in the Whitfun-week, to begin on
*Fuefday at three in the afternoon precifely. Our brethren Tom-
mas of Briftol, and Francis of Horlley, to preach; or, in cafe of
failure, brother Kingdon of Frome.—Brother Redding to pre-
pare the general letter.

In the Affociated Churches, the laft year, there were
Baptized . . . . . . 131
Received by letter 10
Reftared . . . . . 2z 143
Dead . . . . . &3
Excluded . 9
Difmifled to other churches 15 79

—

Increafe - 64
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THE
KENT AND SUSSEX ASSOCIATION
OF BAPTIST CHURCHES*

Affembled at Rye, the 15th and 16th Daysof Fusme, 1791,

BREVIATESt

THE Meflengers of the Clhurches met on Wednefday, at three
o’clock. Brother Vinc prayed; and after finging Pfalm 133,
C. M. Brother Vidler preached from Rom. it. 21. Then the
94th Hymn of Watts’s Book 1. was fung, and Brother Middle-
ton concluded this fervice in prayer. ']ghe names of the Mef-
fengers were then called over: Brother Vidler was chofen the
Moderator, and Brother Scott the Scribe. The Preliminaries
of the Affociation were read, and alfo the Letters of the refpecs
tive Churches in this conneftion; after which, Brother Vidlet
prayed, and then adjourned the Affembly at half paft five
o’clock.

The Meflengersmet, purfuant toadjournment, at{even o’clock,
and Brother Efpenett began in prayer. The Church at Rother~
Jfeld, by Letter, defired to be reftored as 2 branch of the Aflo-
ciation, and was reftored accordingly. The Rotherfield begging
cafe was thought worthy of recommendation to thofe churches
which have not yet contributed to it. "The Church at Bijells
Green prefented a letter agreeable to the requeft of the laft year,
defiring to become a branch of the Affociation, and was accords
ingly received. The Brethren Purdy, Copping, and Middle-
ton, were appointed 2 Committee of Correfpondence.  Brothet
Stanger prayed, and the Moderator adjourned the Affembly at
nine o’clock.

The Meflengers met at fix o’clock on Thurfday morning.
The Brethren Coe, Kennett, and Burt prayed. The Circulat
Letter drawn up by Brother Lloyd, on The difference betavern
the Spirit of Adoption, amd the Spirit of Bondags, was read,
aprroved, and ordered to be printed. Brother Purdy read a
plan for an Aflociation-fund, which was referred to the Com-
mittee of Correfpondence, to be communicated to the Churches.
Brother Vidler prayed, and adjourned the Aflembly at half paft
eight o’clock.

* Their number and doétrinal articles as in the Year 1990, fee p. 43
of the Regifter

4 This Letter and the Breviates-were wnintentionally omitted in their
proper place.~Epiion.
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Public worfhip began at ten o’clock, and was condu&ed in
the following order: Sung Watts’s Book ii. Hymr 69. Brother
Atwood prayed : Sung Rippon’s Selection, Hymn 366. Brother
Wake preached from Amos iii. 6. Sung Rippon g. Brother
John Davis, of Waltham Abbey, prayed: Sung Watts’s i. 138.
Brother Copping preached from Ifaiah, liv. 2.—Sung Rippon,
436. Brother Middleton concluded in prayer. Adjourned at
half paft ome o’clock. Meffengers met again at four ’clock.
All the Churches in this conne&tion were defired to communi-
cate their fentiments on the fubje® of the Affociation Fund,
by their Meflengers, at the next Meeting.

It was agreed, to recommend the firft Wednefday in Novem.
ber next, as a day of Fafting and Prayer, to all the Churches ;
to print the ftate of the Churches diftinétly, and particularly as
the American Brethren do; that in future, the Meflengers of
the Churches do meet by themfelves at the Inn; that the ngxt
Affociation be held at Brighthelmfon, in Sufex, the firft Tuefe
day and Wedrefday in June, 179z.

Brother Lloyd was appointed to preach on the Tuefday even-
ing ; and Brother Stanger on Wednefday ; and, in cafe of fai-
lure, Brother Atwocd and Brother Wake: Brother Purdy to
draw up the next Circular Letter, on one of the following
queftions ; viz. 1. What are the beft evidences of the grace of God
in a beliewer’s beart 2 2. What is the feriptural wieaw of the. coves
mant of Works and Grace. 'The Moderator concluded in prayer,
Brother Thomas Davis of Reading, on a vifit to this Affociation,
preached a fermon in the evening, from Pfalm Ii. 2,

Increafe of Members this Year, 23

THE

KENT AND SUSSEX ASSOCIATION
OF BAPTIST CHURCHES *

Confifting of thofe which meet at Ahford, Sandburfi, Smar-
den, Tenterden, Folkfione and Chatham, in KENT; and at
Bastle, Rye, Wivelsfield, Lewes, Brighthelmfion, and
Handerofs, in Sussex.

Aflembled at Brighthelmflon, the sth and Gth days of June, 17g2.

BREVIATES.
Tuefday, the meflengers of the churches met at three o’clock,
and after finging, Brother Middleton prayed. The names of

* The doétrinal Articles the fame as mentioned in the Regifter,
P- 42. The Breviates and Letter are abridged. Ep1toz,
the
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the meflengers were then called over: Brother Atwood was
chofen Moderator, and Brother Middleton fcribe, The Modera-
tor read the preliminaries of the Affociation. Brother Vidler
prayed. The letters from the refpeflive churches were then
read, in which we were happy to find unity, peace, and prafpe-
rity: The church at Chatham, in Kent, con{}:i’dng of 60 mem-
bers, and the church at. Handcrofs, in Suffex, confifting of 27,
defired to join this Affociation, which was agreed to, and they
were unanimoufly received.

The following queftion, from the church at Lewes, was de-
bated: What is that faith awbich the Scriptures make ncceflary to
Baptifm ? and it was determined, That the Scriptures make {2
profzffion ;f ] faving faith neceffary to the’ordinance of bapti{m.
The Moderator concluded this fervice in prayer, at half paft
five o’clock,

Public worfhip pegan at feven o’clock ; fung, Brother Cop-
ing prayed. Sung, Brother Atwood, in the place of Brother
loyd, who did not attend, preached from 2 Cor. viii. 23.

$ung, Brother Knott concluded 1n prayer,

Wednefday, the Minifters and Meflengers met at fix o’clock,
and the Brethren C. Hooper and R. Wood engaged in prayer.
Brother Purdy read the Letter he had been deputed to
draw up, which was approved, and ordered to be printed; but
as it was very long, the farther confideration of the manner of
printing it was poftponed. The Moderator then concluded in
prayer, and adjourned the Affembly at half paft eight o’clock.

Public worthip began at ten o’clock. Sung, Brother Purdy
prayed. Sung, Brother Stanger preached trom Eph. iv. 13.
Sung, Brother Wake concluded in prayer.

The Minifters and Meflengers met again for bufinefs at twe
oclock: a petition from the Baptilt church at Coggefhall, in
Effex, was prefented, read, and approved, and was thought
worthy of recommendation. Brother Coe prayed.

1t was agreed, That the general idea of the Affociation-Fund
fhould be contirued another year, but on a fmaller fcale, for the
encouragement of individual {ubferibers in the feveral churches.
That the Circular Letter of this year fhould be publithed at
two-pence each copy.—That tranfient members fhould join
the refpe@tive churches in the neighbourhood where they dwell,
when it is not convenient to fill up their places in their own
churches.

It was agreed that the next Affociation be held the firft Tuefe
day and Wednefday in June, 1793, at Chatham, in Kent,
Brother Middleton, and Brother Lloyd to preach; and, in cafe
of failure, Brother Vidler and Brother Wake. Brother Knott
to draw up the next Circular Letter, and the following queftion
was propofed to him, as the fubjeét of it (in additicn to that
already on the Lilt:) What are the figns of the times? Agr:f[d

{o
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alfa to recommend a monthly prayer-meeting to all the churches
in this conne@ion, for a revival of religion amongit us ; and that
the firft Wednefday in November next be recommended as a
day of* fafting and prayer in all the churches.

The Maderator conéluded in prayer, and difiniffed the Af
fembly at fix o’clock.

In the evening Brother Button, of London, preached a lecture
fom Ifa. Ix. 13,

Stare of the churiches fince the laft Affociation,

Baptized -

chcived by letter 9191

Reftored - 3 113

Difmiffed 10

Exeluded 5

Dead - 16 1
Increafe - = 82

THE KENT AND SUSSEX LETTER
ON THE CGVENANT OF WORKS AND GRACE.

The Paftors, Minifters and Meffengers, to the feveral
churches which they reprefent, fénd chriftian falutation,

Deiearly beloved Friends,
‘VHETHER, as individuals, we addrefs you, or unite

our voices, talents, and care to ferve you; we hope,
we have your advantage at heart. It has been cuftomary
for fome years paft to fend you an annual letter, with a de-
fign to impart {ome fpiritual benefits to you; not as impof=
ing upon you our opinions; but to bring to your view,
fome of the great things of God. Indeed we ought not to
efteem any thing trivial which God, in his infinite wifdom;
has given us inhis word as the rule of our faith and pratice.
If any of us think lightly of the words of the Moft High,
éven of fuch as relate to our civil, domeftic, or private du-
ties, it argues a want of knowledge and reverence of him.
We are not to conclude that we are gracious men, or fafe for
heaven, becaufe we have fome knowledge of the fyftem of
truth, and believe fome of the important things in religion.
No! But only as our knowledge inflames our hearts to love
and honour God, and our faith worketh by love, purifies our
fouls, and enables us to live on Chrift, and yield obedience
to his will. '
Our
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Our Epiftle will not fail to unite dotrine and practice te-
gether ; and remind you, that the remedy provided by divine
grace was not intended to deftroy, but to eftablifh the law ;
to provide for its being magnified by Chrifty and its being
obeyed and delighted in, by his believing children, after the
inner man. Rom. vii. 22, 23.

The queftion now to be anfwered is, WHAT 1s THE
SCRIPTURAL VIEW OF THE COVENANTS OF WORKS AND
6rAace? Thisisa very weighty queftion. We have in-
volved in it the four-fold ftate of man—his finlefs perfetion,
his fall, his recovery, and his eternal happinefs.

_ But before we dire&tly anfwer the queftion, we beg leave
to point out a few things which may affit our judgments,
and yours, in the right underftanding of the covenant of

works.

As, firft, ‘That a law (yea the moral law) muft have fub-
fifted between a rational creature and God, had there never
been 2 covenant of works between God and man.
1t is impoffible that a rational creature can be without law te
God; there muft be a rule of right to dire&t his walk with
God; arule that points out evil, or wrong, to guard him
againft itt. 'We know that there i5a Jaw and rule in refpect
to man: but what we plead for is, it cannot be otherwife ;
2 rational creature can have no exiftence in God’s creation
without law. 'To fuppofe any rational creature, in any pof-
fible ftate in earth or heaven, in time or eternity, as lawlefs,
or without rule or law to God, would be to infult God’s
moral government; to introduce mifrule and diforder, and
{et afide fubordination to his Majefty. We do moft cordial-
ly befeech you, beloved brethren, attentively to diftinguifh
between THE LAW AS A COVENANT oF WORKS, AND THE
LAW AS A RULE oF LIFE. Thisjuft rule of our walk
of love to God, and love to our neighbour, will not only
engage, by the influence of grace, the hearts of all the faints
below, but will fill the hearts of al] the faints in glory for
ever. It will there be drawn forth to finlefs perfeftion. Men
will for ever hate evil, and for ever delight in truth and holi~
nefs. And divine grace now engages the faints to delight in
the law of God after the inner man. Rom. vii. 22,

Secondly, The law of nature, or the moral law of God,
prior to any covenant of works, was coeval with Adam’s
exiftence ; he was made in the image of God, as it refpected
knowledge, and moral re@itude. The law was written in
his heart and nature, as it was afterwards ip the heart of
Chrift. He was formed with a love to God, and whatever

Gg was



4%4 THE KENT AND SUSSEx LETTER, 1792

was good, and with a hatred to evil, before the covenant of
works was entered into. And believers in Jefus, in their
new creation, are formed into the image of God, have the
law written in their hearts; and though freed from itas a
covenant of works, are ftill formed to be obedient thereunto
as a rule of moral condué.

Thirdly, The moral law, fo far as it is fuited to the na-
ture of angels, muft have been between God and them, not
only as to an union of its moral maxims with their nature,
but alfo as drawn forth into a rule of their conduét; for
where there is no law, there is no tranfgreffion. The punifh-
ment of fallen angels muft have proceeded on this ground,
their violating and departing from this perfe€t rule of their
conduét; their breaking from their allegiance to God, and
committing treafon againft his authority. And we judge,
that the angels in heaven are under a law, holy and good,
even the moral Jaw, {0 far as it is fuited to their nature, as
the eternal rule of their condu&. We fuppofe it makes
their happinefs double to fze their ftanding fecured, and con-
firmed in Chrift, by an immutable decree. But this decree
doth not deftroy the law between them and their God; they
are ftill under the law to worfhip God, to do his pleafure,
to, fervey love, and honour him. But none of the angels
were ever under the law as a covenant; God never made any
covénant 8f works with them. It muft, however, be ad-
mitted, that as every rational creature is placed by God
under this law of nature, the moral law, fo a tranfgrefiion of
its holy precepts, by fuch a rational being, expofes him to
punifhment, without any confideration of a covenant of works
annexed to the moral precepts.

Fourthly, As to the law publifhed on Sinai, we confider
it as a copy of the law of nature, or the law which was
given to Adam, methodifed, delivered out, and written in
ten words or commandments—and all the enlargements
fince added, in the prophets, and the New Teftament, are
founded upon it; and taken into the fame rule: the whole
being a copy of God’s moft holy will and pleafure.

Fifthly, Brethren, we do not underftand, that the law
publithed on Sinai was given to the people of Ifrael,
in the form of the covenant of works made with our firft
parent: For though the law publithed on Sinai, and written
on tables of ftone, was, asto the fubftance of it, the fame as
the Jaw of the covenant of works; yet not publifhed and
given to the Jews as the covenant of works, for them to live
under as fuch; but publithed and given to them with the

writings
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writings of Mofes, as 2 covenant made with that very peo-
ple, and as a ryle for them to walk by. For letit be obferv-
ed, that all the Jews were put under the Sinai covenant,
Moles, Jofhua, and all the prophets, believers and unbeliev~
ers, We are very certain, that believers in Chrift, in the
Jewith church, were not under the covenant of works, it
they had, they muft have been accurfed; but they were
blefled, and freed from the curfe, pardoned, and juftified be-
fore God; and yet continued under the Sinai covenant, and
the maral law, in that difpenfation, as the rule of life.

‘We do not deny, that fome things in the Sinai covenant
bear {fome likenefs to the covenant of works: as it required
obedience, on pain of forfeiting God’s blefling and protection
in their favoured land ; and 2s God alfo dencunced on their
difobedience threats of the plague, peftilence, famine, {word,
and death, fo farit was a conditional covenant; but not the
covenant of works, for thag muft have excluded falvation from
the Jewith church, which was not the cafe. The Jewith
covenant was rather a legal difpenfation of the covenant of

race.

Should it be afked, To what purpofe, then, was the moral
law introduced into the Jewith covenant, and mixed with
that difpenfation ! In anfwer, we fay, To teach men the know-
ledge of fin, and its damning nature; to fet before them a
plain-copy of God’s will; to convi&t them of evil, and to
thew them their duty to God and each other ; to be a perpe-
tual rule of life to thém, and that; being fenfible of fin, they
might fly from Sinai to Chrift on mount Zion.

%"he law on tables of ftone, depofited in the Ark, wasa
Iaw in the hand of their merciful Redeemer, the Holy One
of Ifracl: it was of that ufe to believers then, which it is to
Chrift’s freed men now, who are o far from being under the
law as a covenant of works, that they are redeemed from the
curfes of it, Gal.iv. 5. But flill they are under this holy
law to Chrift, as a law of liberty and not of bondage, to
ferve it with the mind and with the body alfo, which they do,
when they live like Chrift, and copy after his example,
Rom. vii. 22. 25. 1 Jobnii. 6.

Again, we with to remind you, brethren, as it may not a
litde affift you, to form a fcriptural idea of the law as a co-
venant of works ; that in many places in the New Teftament,
where mention is made of the law, the old c¢ovenant, the
commandment, and of carnal ordinances, and the hand-writ-
ing of ordinances, that the infpired penmen cannot have the
moral law in view, no, nor yet the law, as the covenant of

Gg 2 works,
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works ; not in AQs xv. §. 10.---nor in the allegor]y of Paul
in Gal. in 21 to 28,---por in Eph. ii. 15. Col. ii. 14.
Heb. vii. 16 to 19. viii. 7, 8, 9, 10. In the firft of thefe
places, by the law of Mofes, called a yoke of bondage, the
ceremonia] law is evidently intended ; for Peter flirs up the
difciples to a regard for the moral law; by advifing them to
abftain from fornication. Andin theallegory of I-fagar and
Sarab, he means the two covenants; the covenant of Sinaz,
and the covenant of grace : had the covenant of works been
in Paul’s view, he would have led us up to Adam, in Eden;
but he carries us back no further than to Mofes on Sinai.
And as to Chrift’s abolifhing, in his flefh, the enmity, even
the law of commandments contained in ordinances, and his
blotting out the hand-writing of ordinances, mentioned in
Eph. i 15. Col. ii. 34. this cannot be underftood of the
moral law. He has not blotted out any moral precept, or
abolifhed any juft and holy commandment in the eternal law
of nature; far be that from the Lord ! Rather, as it refpeéts
his faved people, he has only blotted out their fins and debts,
and taken away all charges from the law, by fatisfying all its
demands. Here are precepts and ordinances blotted out; but
they are the carnal ones of the ceremonial law. And in the
feventh of Hebrews, it is eafy to obferve Paul has reference to
the law of the Levitical priefthood, contrafted with the prieft-
hood of Chrift ; and by the two covenants mentioned in the
next chapter, he intends the old covenant made with the
Jewifh nation (not with Adam) and the new, the covenant of
race.

Befides, brethren, many of thefe expreffions would be ex-
ceedingly improper to be applied to the law of nature, or
the Jaw of the covenant of works: there are no carnal com-
mandments or carnal ordinances in the moral law, or in the
law as a covenant of works.The law is fpiritual, holy, juft, and
good, and the covenant of works is founded on holinefs, juf-
tice, and truth. Indeed, we have to blefs God, that Chrift is
the end of the law, as to a juftifying righteoufnefs to them
that believe. He hasfulfilled it as to an endlefs life, difarmed
it of its terror, and believers are delivered from its penalties
as a2 covenant of works. It is to them as a dead hufband
whofe power over his wife ceafeth at his death. So the co-
vemant of works ceafeth to have dominion over the people
of God, by the body of Chrift, faith the apoftle: And be-
lievers, who are married to Chrift, are no adulterefles nor
Antinomians, who plead their freedom from the covenant of
works, and are efpoufed to the Eord Jefus. See Rom. ix.
I4. Our view in leading you to diftinguifh between the law

as
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as a rule of life, and the law as a covenant of works, is te
ftir you up, with becoming zeal for God, to bid defiance ta
a propofition, that is an infult on God’s moral government,
viz. that believers have nothing to do with the law as a rule
oflife. What! becaufe Chrii has obeyed it to an endlefs
life, and freed his believing children from its penalties, as ta
an endlefs death, are they to have no regard to its holy pre-
cepts, or to be under no obligation to ferve their gracious fove-
rei%;l, agreeably to his juft commands?

aving made our way plain, we now affert, That the law
of the covenant of works, in its genuine and fcriptural fenfe, is
an agreement, a league or contra&t between God and man,
in his ftate of innocency. QOn the part of God, it contained
a promife of an endlefs life to Adam and his pofterity, upon
his perfe@tly obeying God’s holy law ; with a threatening of
death, in every view of it, on his difobedience: and on the
part of man, a cordial approbation of the terms. And this is
properly called the covenant of works, becaufe it is eftablith-
ed on man’s obedience as the procuring caufe of the blifsful
life promifed; and on his difobedience, as the procuring caufe
of the death threatened.

Secondly, That the moral law given to Adam, with the
preceding agreement, is the covenant of works, and that this
covenant of works, was not entered into with Adam, fimply
in his own perfon, but as the federal head of his pofterity—
God, on the one part, making a promife to bim and bis poftea
rity of a blifsful life, (we will not fay of heaven, though eter-
nal life is certainly intended) and it may be a more exalted
ftate than that he was then in, on condition of his perfeétly
keeping the whole law of God, of which happinefs, the tree of
life, placed in the midft of the garden, was a vifible fign or fym-
bol, we do not fay a feal, though as good as a feal—An incite~
ment to obedience; a conftant remembrancer ; a pledge of the
kindnefs of his Maker; and alfo a token of the pleafing re-
gard God would thew to his fpotlefs obedience. The other
part of this covenant contained a threatening of death to him-
fal{' and his pofterity, in cafe he failed to obey fo good and juft
a law.—Of this punithment God gave him likewife a vifible
fign or fymbol, in the tree of the knowledge of good and
evil, This, while it was to be for a trial of his integrity,
continually held out a2 warning to him ; and was a voice from
God founding in his ears—Behold in me, the dreadful doom
if thou touch or eat.

Thirdly, That this agreement, or covenant of works,
entered into with Adam as a federal head, was made in juftice

¢g3 and
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and equity, altogether worthy of God, and confonant to the
righits of innocent man, appears plain: It was eftablithed
on the moral perfections of God, and on his moral govern-
ment, over his rational innocent creatures—It breathes no-
thing but holinefs ; it afks for nothing but purity, love to
and delight in God; it demands only a reafonable fervice,
that man be juft, holy, arid good-—and only punifhes treafon
againft the fovertign. We muft fay, the difpenfation of the
covenant of works was truly worthy of God. The terms
were infinitely juft and righteous, fuch as a juft God could
not difpenfe with, without giving up his right of governing :
this was the pure language of God to Adam, our federal
head, Obey and live, you and yours; obey, and you are en-
titled to live for ever : my rectitude binds me to fulfil my
word—to preferve to you unalienable the reward of your
obedience ; but difobey, and die, fuffer my juft vengeance
due to your crimes. He that doth God’s commanc%nents
thall live by them, Rom. x. 5. but the foul that finneth it
fhall die. %zek. xviii. 4.

Fhirdly, In a juft covenant, as this is, no one of the
covenanters is to be forced into the bargain, or compelled to
contract,—unlefs juftice, equity, and right, callhim to the
engagement, as they do here. Now we affert, that Adam
entered as freely, as he did juftly, into this covenant of
works, for himfelf and his pofterity. The finlefs perfeion of
his nature muft have made it a delight to him to obey God:
hence he was willing to fulfil the condition of perfect obedi-
ence; he could not wifh it lefs, as he then was: he muft
have had a competent knowledge of evil, and have under-
ftood the jutice of the threatened punithment. His heart
being all unifSn with God, all the terms in this covenant,
doubtlefs, had his hearty Amen. And if nothing contrary
to this appeared on man’s part, we are authorifed to fay,
This was a covenant of works between God and man,
And we may fuppofe man fiying, O my eternal God,
I love thee too well ever to offend againft thee—All
that thou haft commanded, thy fervant will moft joyfully
perform.

But, Fourthly, It may be atked, Where do you find this
covenant in Scripture! We own there was a law of works
given to Adam: But where do the Scriptures reprefent it as
a covenant of ‘works ?

That which muft fully determine our judgment on the
federal headthip of Adam, and the law as a covenant of
works is, Firft, The univerfal condemnation of Adam’s

pofterity,
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pofterity, by his eating the forbidden fruit. ‘The apoftle in
Rom. v. 18. fays, By the offence of one judgment came upon
all men to condemnation.  The juftice of this condemnation
cannot be fairly maintained,witheut confidering our firft parent
a covenant head to his pofterity; the law laying us under the
penalty of death for his firft {1};1, being confidered as having
finned in him.

Equally clear is the whole of that paflage, Rom, v. 12
—1g, in reprefentinﬁ Adam ahd his pofterity, and Chrift
and all his people. Both Adam and Chrift are fet forth as
covenant heads ; the former is faid to be a figure of the latter,
v. 12. By one man fin entered into the world, and death by
fin ; and fo death pafled upon all men, for that all have finned;
that is, all have finned in the eye of the law, and are con-
fidered as guilty of death, and under the fentence of it, by
the imputation of Adam’s fin. The words are not literally
true in any other fenfe; for our new-born infants have
not perfonally finned; but they finned in Adam as their co-
venant head.

Again, verfe 14, Death reignedfrom Adam to Mofes over
them that had not finned, after the fimilitude of Adam’s tranf-
greffion, viz. that had not committed a&ual fin. This verfe
cannot be underftood of adults who have finned as he did,
but of our new-born infants, who, by Adam’s crime, were in-
volved in condemnation, and obnoxious to death, In this
whole paffage we find that all our race are expofed to death;
that they are dead; that judgment came upon them to con-
demnation ; death reigns over them, and they are all made
finners by imputation,

Some may cavil at God’s makng Adam a covenant head to
his pofterity, and for putting our lives and inheritance in truft
with him ; but this, brethren, we believe is done without any
juft caufe, nay,refleCts on the wifdom and righteoufnefs of God,
Could we haye been in council, we judge we fhould have
agreed to have given our Firft Father the honour of being our
truftee; and fhould have highly applauded the wifdom of
God, and alfo Adam’s integrity had he conveyed the bleffing
of a happy life to us; but as it is, God’s perfeltions are un-
impeachable. 'We have all reafon tp fay, it was jult, it was
kind in God to enter intoa covenant with man, and to a{lure
him that endlefs life fhould be the reward of his obedience,
Arnd as he added a fign and pledge to his promife in the tree
of life, it could not but be highly pleafing to man. And as
be had fufficient power to keep God’s law, and a matchlefs
delight in doing it; his fin was of himfeif, his punifhment
the juft fruit of his fin, and God is clear.

G4 The
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The whole human race, as the offspring of the firft man,
are generated into thc world, under this broken covenant ;
their being fhapen in iniquity, and born unclean, proclaims
it. And all who are In an unregenerate ftate, and as unbe-~
Tievers, are declaratively under this covenant, and {o under its
curfe. For as mhany as are of the works of the law, are un+
der the curfe : for it is written, Curfed is every one that con-
tinueth not in all things which are written in the book of the
law to do them ; and he that believeth not is condemned al-
ready. The terms in this covenant are always the {fame;
Obey perfe&ly, or die eternally.

And though man, by his fall, hath loft his ftrength to keep
the law, God has. not loft his power to command, nor the
law its authority. No allowance can be made, or indeed given,
to man to do amifs. If he fails but in one point of the law,
the law is broken, and charges the guilty finner with a breach
of the whole. True and awful as thefe things are, fallen
man is ftill thinking he can retrieve his lofs, and recover life,
and the favor of God by his good deeds : his ignorance and
pride buoy him up with flattering hopes that he can yet make
up the breach between God and his foul. Though he is every
day adding fin to fin, yet he will not allow that he is an enemy
to God. But this is all deception; God cannot connlve at
fin: wifdom cannot be impofed upon : neither can juftice give
up its rights, or the law its demands : it is the miniftration of
death to guilty man. Nothing but an intereft in the fecond
Adam’s obedience, fufferings, and fatisfaction, can infure a
finner’s falvation. '

Having given you, dear brethren, a defcription of the co-
venant of works, permit us now to lay before you what the
Scriptures fay concerning THE COVENANT of GRACE.~-
This is a league, contract, or agreement entzred into by the
divine perfons in the Godhead ; the Father, Son, and Spirit,
in the eternal council of heaven, refpecting the falvation of
the veflels of mercy; in which covenant, a plan is drawn, and
means devifed for their complete releafe from fin and mifery;
their enjoyment of grace in time, and glory in the world te
come; a covenant this ordered in all things, and fure, which
is all their falvation, and all their defire. 2 Sam. xxiii. §.

This coverant of grace is made with ele® perfons, in
Chrift their Surety and Mediator. ‘Thefe perfons have, in
the covenant of grace, as all mankind had in the covenant of
works, a reprefentative and federal head, and this head is
Chrift, He is a head to his church in a variety of fenfes, as
may be feen in the following feriptures, Ifa. ix. 6. John x.

1Q.
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x0. xiv. 6. Eph. iv. 15, 16. v. 23. and Col. ii. xg.
But what we mean more particularly is the federal headthip
of Chrift over his people. In no other way, that we can con-
ceive, could we enjoy, from his obedience and death, the blef~
fings of juftification, pardon, and falvation. It is only by his
being a covenant-head to his people, and Ptandin% in their law
place, that what he did and fuffered could be confidered in the
fame light as if they had done and fuffered thefe things in
their own perfons; for the law acquits them, and accounts
them righteous, in this way, Rom. viii. 3, 4. And this head-
thip of Chrift could not arife from the nature of God, nor
any natural order of things between God and man. Chrift’s
mediatorial office was certainly grounded on the fovereign
ood-will and pleafure of Jehovah, fettled and agreed upon
tween the divine Three, as the contralting parties ; other~
wife it might have been an eftablifhment of neceflity, as arif-
ing from the nature or perfonality of God. ‘This, brethren,
unfolds the riches of grace in the falvation of finners,

We have the fulleft evidence in the Scriptures, that fucha
covenant has been entered into by the Father and Chrift, in
which the latter was fet up as the federal head. Jehovah,
the Father, declares to the Son, « I, the Lord, have called
thee in righteoufnefs, and will hold thine hand, and will
keep thee and give thee for a covenant of the people, for a
light to the Gentiles; to open the blind eyes, to bring out
the prifoners out of the prifon, and them that fit in dark-
nefs out of the prifon-houfe.” Ifa. xlii. 6, 7. xlix. 1. 10.
Pf. xlv and Ixxxix. 28, 34.

The very names of Chrift, and all the offices fuftained by
him, clearly difplay this compact; the whole of which origi-
nate in his covenant headthip. His being a furety and me-
diator, a brother and redeemer, arifes from ftipulation: his
being the life, light, and refuge of his people ;---their wife
dom, righteou(%)efs, fan&tification and redemption; his
being a Prophet to teach, a Prieft to atone, a King to rule,
proceeds from this covenant agreement. Thefe offices and
names do not arife out of the nature or perfonality of God ;
nor from the fonthip of Chrift, for he would have been
the Son of God, if he had never been a mediator: they
grci,gg from an aét of the fovereign good-will and pleafure of

The condu& of the Father towards Chrift conftrains us
to aflert, that the covenant of grace is an agreement, a
ftipulation, a contraét; otherwife, what fhould we think of
the Father’s laying our fins on Chrift; his bruifing him,

and
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and putting him to pain for the crimes of others ? To punifh
the innocent for the guilty, as was the cafe here, would make
both angels and men think themfelves unfafe under the go-
vernment of God; but Chrift’s covenanting to become a
furety, fets this matter in a clear light, and vindicates the
juftice of God’s proceedings towards him. Chrift volun-
tarily, ftanding in our Law-place, took our debts upon him,
and became accountable for our difobedience; and thus, by
his ftripes we are healed.

We may add, that the parties covenanting to redecm and
fave men were equal ; Chrift thought it not robbery to be
equal with God. His right to flipulate for man’s falvation
is undeniable, and that he did fo is evident ; he entered into
this covenant freely ; made himfelf accountable for his people’s
tranfgreffions ; and as freely and faithfully made the demanded
fatisfa@ion. 'The Father provided a facrifice for fin, in the
perfon of Chrift—]efus engaged to make atonement, and
he bled on the accurfed tree for that purpofe.

The Holy Spirit was a contralting party in this covenant ;
he agreed to perform his part in the falvation of man. He is
callzg the Spirit of Chrift; and the Spirit of God’s Son; not
from his onenefs in nature with the Father and the Son, nor
refpecting his perfonality, but purely in relation to the cove-
nant of grace. His being called the Spirit of adoption, muft
allude to his office in this covenant. The other charaéers alfo
of the divine fpirit arife from his engagements in the covenant
of grace; a teacher, a comforter, a fealer, and a fan&ifier of
the people of God. The Spirit, doubtlefs, took upon himfclf,
agreed, and covenanted to be poffefled of, thefe offices; and he
performs his engagements in regenerating, teaching, comfort-
ing, fan&ifying, and leading God’s people into all truth.

Vothing can be more folemn than the manner of Jehovah’s
covenanting with Chrift about the falvation of finners. For-
merly, covenants were confirmed by oaths and imprecations,
flaying of animals, and cutting them in twain, and fo pafling
between the parts, Gen. xv. 9g—12. Jer. xxxiv. 18, 19.
God fays, My covenant will I not break, nor alter the thing
that is gone out of my lips; once I have fworn by my holi-
nefs that I will not lie to David, (that is Chrift) his feed fhall
endure for ever, and his throne as the fun before me, Pf.
Ixxxix. 34. Heb. vi. 17, 18.

Nothing can be more wife than the terms- agreed upon in
this covenant of grace, and the conditions to be perforned by
the covenanting parties.  On the Father’s part, preparing
Chrift 2 body to offer as afacrifice far fin, Heb. x..5. Hence

the
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The word was made flefh and dwelt among us, Johni.14. The
Father alfo furpithed the human nature of Chrift, with gifts ta
execute his Mediatorial office, Ifa. xi. 2, 3. Luke iv.18. The
Father engaged to be with and fupport him, while he was per-
forming his will on earth. Chrift, having finithed his work
of fuffering, was raifed from the dead by the Father, Gal. i. 1.
The human nature of Chrift is exalted by the Father to his
own right hand; and all power in heaven and on earth is
given to him, Mat. xxviii. 18. The rule and adminiftration
of God’s univerfal kingdom are put into his hands, and he is
conttituted the judge of quick and dead. As Chrift was the
executor of the plan of falvation, it was neceflary, and highly
reafonable, that all this glory thould be annexed to his office,
as the great Head of his church. Though Jefus fuffered much,
he loft nothing by his fufferings ; his work has been highly
rewarded in the pre-eminence which he has over all things.
It was faid of him, that he fhould fee the fruit of the travail of
his foul, and be fatished. What admirable juftice, truth, and
faithfulnefs, has the Father fhewn to our covenant head Chrift,
and will yet fhew to his covenant people!

Tbhe terms agreed upon by Chrift, and which he has faith-
fully performed, warrant us to fay, that what is a covenant of
grace to us, was a covenant of works to Chrift. For he
became the furety of his people ; he engaged his heart to draw
nigh to God for them, Jer. xxx. 21. He was made under
the law, as a broken covenant; as the fecond Adam he en-
gaged to fulfil the law, which he did by his obedience unto
death, and he thus brought in an everlafting juftifying righte-
oufnefs ; he engaged to redeem his people from the curfe of
the law, being made a curfe for them; to keep all thofe who
were committed into his his hands, that none thould be loft,
and to prefent all his people faultlefs before his Father, which
will be done in his own due time. Upon his fulfilling thefe
conditions, the Father promifed the Spirit to prepare all the
veflels of mercy for heaven.  The four evangelifts will in-
forn you, brethren, how well our Lord Jefus Chrift per-
formed the conditions of this covenant; how {weetly he

reached glad tidings! What numerous miracles he wrought!
Every precept of the divine law was written on his holy
heart, and was to be read in his fpotlefs life! How readily
he went to Jerufilem to die for his people ! How lovingly he
1hed his blood for the remiffion of their fins ! How completely
he finithed his work | Sing, O heavens ! Be joyful, O earth'!
Clap your hands, ye people! Salvation, and honour, and
glory, be unto God and the Lainb for ever and ever ! The

glory
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glory of the divine perfeCtions fhines refplendently in the fal«
vation of un-numbered millions of our fallen race! A fubje&®
which fhall for ever fill their hearts with joy, and their
tongues with endlefs praife to the God of grace.

'%he covenant of grace may be confidered as a Teffament,
and it is fo called of Chrift, and the apoftle Paul, as con-
taining a gift or legacy, which is falvation, founded on the
death of Chrift the teftator. This teftament was drawn up
in the councils of God, and confirmed by oaths and promifes ;
in which the Almighty Father made over to his Son Jefus
Chrift, an inheritance of grace and glory, which his elect
fhould fhare as joint-heirs with him for ever and ever.

Having given you, dear brethren, a brief view of the
two covenants, let us now, in conclufion, juft mention the
excellency of this eftablithment of grace in its influence upon
the heart.

The covenant of grace, publifhed in the gofpel, vindicates
the honour of God: in the belief of it, we find the moft
fhining charalers; along lift of which is made out by the
apoftle Panl, Heb. xi. How faint and fuperficial do the vir-
tues and morals of the wifeft heathen appear, when compared
with the fhining virtue, and heavenly deeds of thefe men of
God! Mere moral virtue never carries the mind above the
world, but grace gives fpiritual life and wifdom ; by this the
moft fecret fins are detefted, old things pafs away, and, be-
hold, all things become new ! Holy brethren, may we all be
united to praife God, for our deliverance from the covenant of
works, and for an intereft in the covenant of grace; but let us
be aware that we do not oppofe Chrift, in denying a proper ufe
of the law, under the gofpel difpenfation : he makes good ufe of
it for conviction, for reproof, and for diretion. lgle holds it
up as a glafs for us to fee our daily imperfeétions in, that we
may more quickly apply to him for cleanfing and recovery.
Labour therefore, brethren, to ufe the law, as Chrift has
ftated it in his word.

Let it be further obferved, that God never defigned by the
covenant of grace, and in giving falvation to men, to fet
afide maxims of juftice, or to caft down any rule of right,
or to fubvert the univerfal law of nature. We blefs God,
that he has given us the pardon of our fins, and eftablith-
ment in Chrift, that we might be holy in all manner of conver-
fation and godlinefs.

Dear brethren, we wifh even your perfeftion; may you in-
deed be blefled with a clear judgment, to difcern the excellen-
eies of gofpel truth! May your zeal be fervent, for the glory

of
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of God, and for each others good ! May you ever afcribe the
whole of your falvation to (%od, and hate every falfe way ¥
May you do honour to your principles byy our moderation,
godly tempers, and humble deportment; nd by a fteady and
zealous attendance on the means of grace !

We befeech you to make the moﬁ diligent inquiry after the
feal of this covenant upon your own hearts: the ratification
or feal of the covenant to us, was the blood of Chrit But
that which is the feal or confirmation of our imteref in the
covenant is our receiving the Holy Spirit; his regenerating
our fouls, and writing the laws of God in our hearts; his
becoming the {pirit of adoption, and giving us light, life, and
liberty.

Fixz'ally, dear brethren, in the Lord, we wifth you to
diftinguith true religion from that which is falfe. It certainly
does not confift in 2 working for life—in a dead, unfruitful
faith—in an hiftorical knowledge of the covenant of grace,
nor in crying up the liberty of the gofpel, to frighten duty
out of doors. it confifts no more in empty knowledge,
than in “ Do and live”> The high-flown profeflor of
grace, whofe heart is not right with God, is as much under
condemnation as the openly profane finner, and his ftate more
dreadful. True religion appears in its fruits; in men’s
having tender confciences, a broken heart, a contrite fpirit, a
holy hatred of fin, a deep fenfe of their unworthinefs ; heing
filled with admiration of Jefus the Saviour, and living upon
his fulnefs daily:—thefe things proclaim us legatees in the
covenant of grace, We remain your affeltionate brethren
ia the Lord.

Signed in behalf of the whole, by
THOMAS PURDY.
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THE

YORK AND LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION
OF MINISTERS,
CALLED PARTICULAR BAPTISTS,

Conneed with the Churches which meet at Gilderfome, Leedss
Rawdon, Halifax, Salendine-nock, Wainjgate, Hebdeno
Bridge, Rochdale, Bacup, Cloughfold, Ackrington, Blaci
burn, Prefion, Gilney Barnoldfwick, Gewling- Hilly Suttony
and Elland;

Met at Cowling-Hill, May 30th and 31ft, 1792.

Wednefday, May j3oth, the public fervice began at two o’clock,
when Mr, Sharp opened the meeting by finging and prayer, and
Mr. Hirft preached from Rom. iii. g.

Met again at half paft five, Mr. l?awcett fen. beganthe fervice
by finging and prayer. Mr. Afhworth was chofen moderator.
The letters were read from the various ehurches, and the circular
letter, drawn up by Mr. Wood, on CrrisTiaR ZEaL,* Was
read, approved, and ordered to be printed immediately. Mr.
Hartley concluded the fervice in prayer.

Met again Thur/day morning, at nine o’clock, Mr. Hindle
began the fervice in prayer. Mr. Littlewood preached from
Hof. xiv. 2. Mr. Athworth preached from Eph. iv. 20, 21. and
voncluded with prayer.

The church at Elland was taken into the affociation. [t waw
agreed to hold the next affociation at Mafborough, near Rother-
ham. The perfons then to preach are Meffrs Hindle, Afhworth,
and Hirft; in cafe of failure, Mefirs Wood, Fawcett, and Little-
wood. Mr, Hindle to draw up the circular letter, the fubjeét
of which is to be <« The Crofs of Chriff.”

On the whole, it appeared, that though fome of the churches
in this connexion are in 2 low fituation, yet that others of them
are in a more profperous ftate.

State of numbers fince the former aflaciation.

Baptized 43 | Excluded 6
Reftored 2 Dead /]

# The Author has entered into the fubjeét of Zeal, on which he
writes---his letter fills fourreen 0ftavo pages, but was not received till
May 13, 1793, when mott of the materials for No. 6, were arranged.
The Northamptonthire Letter, on the fame Chriftian Grace, having juft
eccupied rwenty pages of the Regifter, viz. from 420 to 440, and much
matter being on hand; we are now under the neceflity of omitting
RBrother Wood'e letter---a lotter which does him credit. Evitoz.
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FOR 1792,

Or the PRINCIPAL BOOK$S AND PAMPHLETS which have
been Jately printed by the BAPTIsTS; with a few others,
whofe Authors are here diftinguithed by the denomination
to which they belong.

B

Rev. Jeremy Berknar, A. M. (A Congregationalift).
Member of the Philofophical Society in Philadelphia, and of the
Academy of Arts and Sciences in Maffachufetts.

The Hiftory of Nsw HampsHirs, N. A. in three volumes, 8vo.
Vor. 1. Comprehending the events of one complete century,

from the difcovery of the river Pafcataqua.

Voi. 11. Comprehending the events of feventy-five years, from
1715 to 1790, lluftrated by a New Map of the State.

Vou. 111. Containing a geographical defcription of the StaTs,
with Sketches of its Natural Hiftory, Produétions, Improve-
ments, and prefent ftate of Society, Manners, Laws, and Go-
vernment.

Sold by Dilly, London. Price 18s. in boards.

Rev. James Bicueno, Newberry.

The Signs of the Times; or. the Overthrow of the Papal Ty-
ranny in France, the prelude of Deftruftion to Popery and
Defpatifm, and of Peace to mankind. 8vo. pp. 76. Pricers. 6d.

Sold by Parfons, London; and by James and Cottel, Briftol.

Rev. Agranam BoorH, London.
A Defence of Pzdobaptifm examined; or, Animadverfions on
Dr. Edward Williams’s Antipedobaptifm examined:
12mo. pp. §13. price 4s. in boards.
Sold by Dilly and Knott, London.

D.

Rev. Tuomas Dunscomse, A. M. Coat, Oxon.

The Tribute of Affetion, to the memory of the late Dr.
Evans; a Difcourfe addreffed to the Briftol Education Society,
at their Annual Meeting in Broadmead, Aug. 22, 1792; to
which is added, Dr. Evans’s Addrefs to his Students, deli-
vered to them the firft time April 12, 1770. 8vo. pp. 48.
price 1s.

Sold by Otridge, Xnott, and Button, London; and by Evans

and Brown at Briftol.
#Hh Rev,
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E,
Rev. Perer Epwarps, Portfmouth Common,
Parvurvus Conatus.~The White’s Row Le&ure a little en-
larged; on Rom. vi. 1, 2. What fball we fay then? Shall ave
continue in fin that grace may abound? God forbid, &c. Deli-
vered Tuefday Nov. 23, 1790, on Portfmouth Common.
8vo. pp. 32. Sold by Whitewood, Portfmouth.

The late Rev. Cavres Evans, D. D. Briftol.

The Deceitfulnefs of Sin; a Sermon, addreffed to the youth in
the fchool at Bratton, Wilts. O&. 28, 1789, occafioned by
the untimely death of one of the fcholars. The text Heb. iii.
13.  Exbhort one another daily, awhilft it is called to-day, leff any
of you be hardened, e 8vo. pp. 27. price 6d.

Sold by Evans, Briftol; Otridge and Button, London.

Rev. Joun Evans*, A. M.

An Addrefs, humbly defigned to promote a Religious Revival
among the General Baptifts. 12mo. pp. 24. price 4d.
Sold by Johnfon, Taylor, Marfom, and Brown, London.

F.
Rev. Axprew Furrer, Kettering.

The Bleflednefs of the Dead who die in the Lord; a Sermon,
delivered at Kettering, in Northamptonfhire, at the funeral
of Mr. Beeby Wallis, who departed this life April 2, 1792.
Text, Rev.xiv. 13, 4nd I beard a woice from heaver [aying
unto me, Write, Blefled are the Dea:d, Ee. 8vo. pp. 25. pricebd.

Sold by Dilly, and Gardiner, London; and Collis, Kettering.

H.
Rev. James Hinton, Oxford.

A Vindication of the Diflenters in Oxford, addrefled to the In-
habitants; in reply to Dr., Tatham’s Sermon, lately publifhed,
after baving been preached in Oxford many Sundays fuccelffively.
The 3d Edition. 8vo. pp. zo. price 3d.

Sold ky Johnfon, and Knott, London.
L.
Rev. Joun Lippon, Hemel-Hempftead.

The Genuine principles of all Religious Diflenters, and efpeci-
ally of the Proteftant Diffenters in England, illuftrated and
defended ; a Sermon, delivered on Nov.-4, 1792, to the Con-
gregation of Proteftant Diffenters, in Hemel-Hempftead, pp.
32, 8vo.

Sold by Johnfon, Dilly, Knott, and Gurney, London.
Rev. Joun Lroyp, removed from Tenterden to London.
The Sovereignty of Grace, and the Myitery of Providence, ex-
emplified, in a feries of Letters to a Friend. 8vo. pp. 61.

price 1s. Sold by Button, and Thomas, London.

* A General Baptift minifter of Worfhip-{treet, London.
Rev.
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P.
Rev. Wirriam Price, Leeds.

Remarks on the Rev. Mr. Barnard’s Difcourfe on Baptifm; in
Three Letters to a Friend. 8vo. pp. 70. price 1s.
Sold at the Veftry of the Ebenezer Chapel, Leeds.

R.
Jou~ Rirron, London.

The gentle difmiffion of Saints from Earth to Heaven im-
proved; a Sermon, ocafioned by the deceafe of the Rev.
John Ryland, fen. A. M. who departed this life at En-
field (near London), July 24, 1792, in the 6gth year of his
age ; preached firft at his funeral at Northampton, on Lord’s-
day evening, July 29, and afterwards in London.

Second Edition. 8vo. pp. 56. price od.

Sold by Dilly, London ; Brown and James, Briftol; Binns at
Leeds; and by the fame perfons in America who fell the
Author’s Regifter, Hymn and Tune Books,

The late Rev.RoserT Rosinson, Cambridge.

Chriftian Submiffion to Civil Government; a Difcourfe preached
on Jan. 30, 1780, at the Mecting Houfe in St. Andrew’s, Cam-
bridge, on Rom, xili. 1~—=7. L&t ewery foul be fubjed to the
bigher powers, &c.

Second Edition, 8vo. 1792. pp. 31. price6d.
Sold by Mathews, Jordan, Afh, &c. London.

Rev. AxTHONY Rosinson, Kirkland.

A Short Hiftory of the Perfecution of Chriftianity, by Jews,
Heathens, and Chriftians; to which are added, An Account
of the prefent flate of Religion in the United States of Ame-
rica, and fome Obfervations on Civil Eftablifhments of Reli-
gion. 8vo. pp. 150. price zs. 1792.

Sold by Jollie, Carlifie ; and Johnfon, London.

The late Rev. Joux Ryranp, fon. A. M.

I. An Addrefs to the Ingenuous Youth of Great Britain; together
with a Body of Divinity in Minature: To which is fubjoined,
A Plan of Education, adapted to the ufe of Schools, and
which has been carried into execution during a courfe of near
5o years. Small fize, pp: 143. price 15, 6d. or 2s. witha firiking
Likenefs of the Author, 1792.

IL. Seleét Effays on the Moral Virtues, and on Genius, Science,
and Tafte ; interfperfed with ftriking falls, defigned to lead
the Britith Youth into the beft methods of ftudy, and the moft
eafy attainment of Knowledge; being the laft work of the
Author’s life. Small fize, price 1s. 6d. 1793.

Both articles fold by Symonds, London.
nhz Rev.
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S.

Rev. Joun Smarrey, Farmington, (A Pzdobaptift.)

The Inability of the Sinner to comply with the Gofpel, his in-
excufable guilt in not complying with it, and the confiftency
of thefe with each other illuftrated; in two Difcourfes on John
Vi. 44. No mar can come unto mé, except the Fatber, Se.

Re-publithed by the Rev. Jorw Sutcrirr, of Olney, 8vo.pp.
8. clofe printed, with very long notes. price 1s.

Sold by Dilly, London; Galloway, Edinburgh; James, Briftol.

T.
Rev. Danier Turwner, A. M. Abingdon.

An Exhortation to Peace, Loyalty, and the fupport of Govern-
ment, addreflfed to a congregation of Proteftant Diffenters, in
Abingdon, Berks; at the clofe of a Sermon, preached in the.
morning of the Lord’s-day, Dec. g, 1792.

Second Edition, price 2d. or 1s, €d. per dozen.
Sold by Knott, London; and by Watts at Abingdon.

U.

Revifed by Rev. James Upron, London.

Piety the beft Portion; or, Gold and Grace weighed in the
balance ; wherein fome diretions how to proceed regularly to-
‘I),va'rds(sfihe masried flate are propofed ; by William Herbert.

rice 6d.

Rev. Cuarres WartrieLn, Hamfterley, Durham.

The Obligations to Moral and Mental Improvement flated, and
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An Account of the Life of Mr. DAVID GEORGE,

from Sierra Leone in Africa; given by himfeifina Con-
verfation with Brother RippoN of London, and Brother
PearcEe of Birmingham.,

I was born in Effex county, Virginia, about 50 or 60 miles
from Williamfburg, on Nottaway river, of parents who were
brought from Africa, but whohad not the fear of God before
their eyes. The firft work I did was fetching water, and
carding of cotton; afterwards I was fent into the field to
work about the Indian carn and tobacco, till I was about 19
years old. My father’s name was John, and my mother’s
Judith. I had four brothers, and four fifters, who, with
myfelf, were all born in flavery: our mafter’s name was
Chapel—a very bad man to the Negroes. My oldeft fifter
was called Patty; I have feen her feveral times fo whipped
that her back has been all corruption, as though it would
rot. My brather Dick ran away, but they caught him, and
brought him home ; and as they were going to tie him up,
he broke away again, and they hunted him with horfes and dogs,
till they took him ; then theghung him up to a cherry-tree
in the yard, by his two hands, quite npked, except his
breeches, with his feet about half a yard from the ground.
They tied his legs clofe together, and put a pole between
them, at one end of which one of the owner’s fons fat, to
keep him down, and another fon at the other., After he had
received 500 lathes, or more, they wathed his back with falt
water, and whipped it in, as well as rubbed it in with a
rag; and then directly fent him to work in pulling off the
fuckers of tobacco. 1 alfp have been whipped many a time
on my naked fkin, and fometimes till the blood has run down
over my waiftband; but the greateft grief I then had was
to fee them whip my mother, and to hear her, on her knees,
begging for mercy. She was mafter’s cook, and if they
only thought fhe might do any thing better than fhe did, in~
ftead of fpeaking to her as to a fervant, they would firip her
dire&ly, and cut away. I believe fhe was on her death-bed
when{ got off, but I have never heasd fince, Mafter’s
rough and cruel ufage was the reafon of my running-away.
Before this time I ufed to drink, but not fteal; did not fear
hell, was without knowledge; though I went fomctimes ta
Nottaway, the Englifh church, about eight or nine miles
off. 1left the plantation about midnight, walked all night,

ot into Brunfwick county, then over Roanoak river, and
E)on met with fome White travelling people, who helped me
Hh 3 on
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on to Pedee river. When I had been at work there two or
three weeks, a hue and cry found me out, and the mafter
faid to me, there are 30 guineas offersd for you, but I will
have no hand in it: I would advife you to make your way
towards Savannah river. I hearkened to him, but was feveral
weeks going. I worked there, I fuppofe, as long as two
years, with John Green, a white man, before they came
after me again. Then I ran away up among the Creek
Indians. As I travelled from Savanah river, I came to Oke-
mulgee river, near which the Indians obferved my track.
They can tell the Black people’s truck from their own, be-
caufe they are hollow in the midft of their feet, and the
Black’s feet are flatter than theirs. They followed my track
down to the river, where I was making a long raft to crofs
over with. One of thefe Indians was a king, called Blue
Salt; he could talk a little broken Englith. He took and
carried me away about 17 or 18 miles into the woods to his
camp, where they had bear'meat, deer meat, turkies, and
wild potatoes. 1 was his prize, and lived with him from the
Chriftmas month till April, when he went into his town
Augufta, in the.Creek nation. I made fences, dug the
ground, planted corn, and worked hard; but the people were
kind tome. - S. C. my mafter’s fon, came there for me, from
Virginia, I fuppofe 800 miles, and paid king Blue Salt for
me in rum, linnen, and a gun; but before he could take
me out of the Creek nation, I efcaped and went to the Naut-
chee Indians, and got to live with their king, Jack, who
employed me a few weeks. S. C. was waiting this
while in hopes to have me. Mr. Gaulfin, who lived on
Savannah river, at Silver Bluff, and who was afterwards my
mafter, traded in thefe parts among the Indians in deer {kins.
He had a manager here, whofe name was John Miller. Mr.
Miller knew king Jack, and agreed with him and S. C. as to
the price Mr. Gaulfin was to pay for me. So I came awa
from king Jack, who gave me into the hands of John Miller.
Now I mended deer fkins, and kept their horfes together,
that they might not wander too far and be loft. I ufcd ulfo
once a year to go down with the horfes, carrying deer fkins,
to Mr. Gaulfins’, at Silver Bluff. The diftance, [ think, was
400 miles, over five or fix rivers, which we croffed in leather
boats,, After three years, when I camedown,I told Mr. Gaulfin,
that I withed to live with him at Silver Bluff. He told
me I fhould: fo he took me to wait upon him, and was very
kind to me. I was with him about four years, I tkink, be-
fore I was married. Here I lived a bad life, and had no fe-
rious thoughts about my foul; but after my wife was de-
livered
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Jivered of our firft child, 2 man of my own color, named
Cyrus, who came from Charleftown, South Carolina, to
Silver Bluff, told me one day in the woods, That if I lived
fo, I fhould never fee the face of God in glory (Whether he
himfelf was a converted man or not, I do not know.) This
was the firft thing that difturbed me, and gave me much
concern. I thought then that I muft be faved by prayer. I
ufed to fay the Lord’s prayer, that it might make be better,
but I feared that I grew worfe; and I continued worfe and
worfe, as long as I thought I would do fome thing to make
me better; till at laft it feemed as if there was no poffibility
of relief, and that I muft go to hell. I faw myfelf a mafs of
fin. I could not read, and had no {fcriptures., I did not
think of Adam and Eve’s fin, but 7 wasfin. I feltmy own
plague; and I was fo overcome that I could not wait upon
my mafter. I toldhim Jwasill. 1 felt myfelf at the difpofal
of Sovereign mercy. At laft in prayer to God I began to
think that he would deliver me, but I did not know how.
Soon after I faw that I could not be faved by any of my own do-
ings, but that it muft be by God’s mercy—that my fins
had crucified Chrift ; and now the Lord ook away my
diftrefs. 1 was fure that the Lord took it away, becaufe I
had fuch pleafure and joy in my foul, thatno man could give
me. Soon after T heard brother George Liele preach, who,
as you both know, is at Kingfton in Jamaica*., 1 knew
him ever fince he was a boy. %amolder than he ; I am about
fifty. His fermon was very fuitable, on Come unto me all ye
that Jabour, and are heavy Zadan, and I will give you reff.
‘When it was ended, I went to him and told him T was fo;
ThatI was weary and heavy laden, and that the grace of God
had given me reft. Indeed his whole difcourfe feemed for me.
Afterwards brother Palmer, who was paftor at fome diftance
from Silver Bluff, came and preached to a large congregation
at a mill of Mr. Gaulfin’s; he was a very powerful preacher ;
and as he was returning home Lord’s-day evening, I went
with him two or three miles, and told him how it was with
me, About this time more of my fellow-creatures began to
feek the Lord. Afterwards Brother Palmer came agahin and
wifhed us to beg Mafter to let him preach to us; and he
had leave, and came frequently, There were eight of us
now who had found the great blefing and mercy from the
Lord,and my wife wasone of them, and brother Jefle Gaulfin
that you mention in the Hiftory of us poor flaves, was ano-

¥ Seg an account of him in the Regitter, p. 332,

Hhy ther,
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another ¥, Brother Palmer appointed a Saturday evening te
hear what the Lord had done for us, and the next day he
baptized us in the Mill-ftream. Some time afterwards, when
Brother George Liele came again, and preached in a corn
field, I had a great defire to pray with the people myfelf,
but I was afhamed, and went to a fwamp and poured out
my heart before the Lord. I then came back to Brother
George Liele, and told him my cafe. He faid, In the in-
tervals of fervice you thould engage in prayer with the friends,
At another time, when he was preaching, I felt the fame de-
fire, and after he had done, I began in prayer—it gave me
great relief, and I went home with a defire for nothing elfe
but to talk to the brothers and fifters about the Lord. Bro-
ther Palmer formed us into a church, and gave us the Lord’s
fupper at Silver Bluff. Then I began to exhort in the
church, and learned to fing hymns. The firft I learned out
of book was a hymn of that great writing man, Watts, which
begins with ¢ Thus faith the wifdom of the Lord.” After-
wards the church advifed with Brother Palmer about my
fpeaking to them, and keeping them together; I refufed, and
felt I was unfit for all that, but Brother Palmer faid this word to
me, <« Take care that youdon’t offend the Lord.” Then I
thought that he knew beft, and I agreed that I would do as
well as I could. So I was appointed to the office of an Elder
and received inftruction from Brother Palmer how to con-
du@ myfelf. I proceeded in this way till the American war
was coming on, when the Minifters were not allowed to
come amongft us left they fhould furnith us with too much
knowledge. The Black people all around attended with us,
and as Brother Palmer muft not come, I had the whole ma-
nagement, and ufed to preach among them myfelf. ThenI got
2 i%elling book and began to read. As Mafter was a great
man, he kept a White fchool-mafter to teach the White
children to read. I ufed to go to the little cnildren to teach
me a, b,c. They would give me a leffon, which I tried to
learn, and then I would go to them again, and afk them if I
was right? ‘The reading fo ran in my mind, that I think I
learned in my fleep as really as when I was awake ; and I
can now read the Bible, fo that what I have in my heart, I
can fee again in the Scriptures. I continued preaching at
Silver Bluff, till the church, conftituted with eight, en-
creafed to thirty or more, and till the Britith came to the city
Savannzh and took it. My Mafter was an Antiloyalift ; and
being afraid, he now retired from home and left the Slaves

¥ The account to which he refers is in p. 336 of the Regifter.

behind
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behind. My wife and I, and the two children we then had,
and fifty or more of my Mafter’s people, went to Ebenezer,
about twenty miles from Savannah, where the King’s forces
were. The General fentus over the big Ogeechee river to
Savages’ Plantation, where the White people, who were
Loyalifts, reported that I was planning to carry the Black
people back again to their flavery; and I was thrown into
prifon, and laid there about a month, when Colonel Brown,
belonging to the Britifh, took me out. I ftaid fome time in
Savannah, and at Yamacraw a little diftance from it, preach-
ing with brother George Licle. He and I worked together
alfo amonth or two: he ufed toplow, and I 'to weed Indian-
corn. I and my family went into Savannah, at the beginning
of the fiege. A ball came through the roof of the ftable
where we lived, and much fhattered it, which made us
remove to Yamacraw, where we fheltered ourfelves under
the floor of a houfe on the ground. Not long after the fiege
was raifed, I caught the fmall pox, in the fall of the year,
and thought I fhould have died, nor could I do any more
than juft walk in the fpring. My wife ufed to wafh for
General Clinton, and out of the little fhe got maintained us,
1 was then about a mile from Savannah, when the Americans
were coming towards it a fecond time. I withed my wife to
efcape, and to take care of herfelf and of the children, and let
me die there. She went: I had about two quarts of Indian
corn, whichIbeiled; Tatea little, and a dog came inand de-
youred the reft; but it pleafed God fome people who came
along the road gavemea little rice: I grew better, and as the
troops did not come fo near as was expected, 1 wentinto Sa-
vannah, where 1 met my family, and tarried there about two
zears, in a hut belonging to Lawyer Gibbons, where Ikepta
utcher’s ftall. My wife had a brother, who was half an In-
dian by his mother’s fide, and half a Negro. He fent us a
fteer, whichI fold, and had now in all 13 dollars, and about
three guineas befides, with which I defigned to pay our paf-
fage, and fet off for Charleftown ; but the Britifh light horfe
came in, andtook it all away. However asit was a good time
for the fale of meat, 1 borrowed money from fome of the Black
people to buy hogs, and foon re-paid them, and agreed for a
paflage to Charleftown, where Major P. the Britih com-
mander, was very kind to me. When the Englith were
going to evacuate Charleftown, theyadvifed me to go to Ha-
lifax, in Nova Scotia, and grve the few Black people, and ie
may be as many as 500 White people, their paflage for no-
thing. Wewere 22 days on the paflage, and ufed very ill on
board. When we came off Halifux, % gotleave to go thcge.
n
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On fhewing my papers to General Patterfon, he fent orders,
vy a Serjeant, for my wife and children to follow me. This
was before Chriftmas, and we {taid there till June; but as no
way was open for meto preach to my own color, I got leave
20 go to Shelburne (150 miles, ormore, I fuppofe, by fea), in
the fuit of General Patterfon, leaving my wifz and children
for a while behind. Numbers of my own color were here, but
1 found the White people were againft me. I began to fing
the firft night, inthe woods, at a camp, for there were no
houfes then built; they were juft clearing and preparing to
ere¢t a town. The glack people came far and near, it was
1o new to them: I kept on {o every night in the week, and
appointed a meeting for the firft Lord’s-day, in a valley be-
tween two hills, clofe by the river; and a great number of
White and Black people came, and I was fo overjoyed with
having an opportunity once more of preaching the wordof God,
that after I had given out the hymn, I could not fpeak for
tears. In the afternoon wemet again, inthe fame place, and
T had great liberty from the Lord.  'We had a meeting now
every evening, and thofe poor creatures who had never heard
the gofpel before, liftened to me very attentively: but the
White people, the juftices, and all, were in an uproar, and
faid that I might goout into the woods, for I fhould not ftay
there. I ought to except one White man, who knew me at Sa-
vannah, and who faid I thould have hislot tolive upon as long
as I would, and build a houfe if I pleafed. I then cut down
poles, firipped bark, and made a fmart hut, and the people
came flocking to the preaching every evening for a month, as
though they had come for their fupper. Then Governor
Pair came from Halifax, brought my wife and children, gave
me fix months provifions for my family, and a quarter of an
acre of land to cultivate for our fubfiftence. It was a fpot
where there was plenty of water, and which T had before fe-
cretly withed for, as I knew it would be convenicent for bap-
tizing at any time. 'The weather being fevere, and the ground
covered with fnow, we raifed a platform of poles for the
hearers to ftand upon, but there was nothing over their
heads. Continuing to attend, theydefired to have a Meeting
houfe built. Wehad then a day of hearing what the Lord had
done; and I and my wife heard their experiences, and I re-
ceived four of my own color; brother Sampfon, brother
John, fifter Offee, and fifter Dinah; thefe all wear well, at
Sierra Leone, except brother Sampfon, an excellent man,
who died on his voyage to that place. The firft time I
baptized here was 2 little before Chriftmas, in the creek which

ran through my lot. I preached to a great number of people
on
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on the occafion, who behaved very well. I now formed the
church with us fix, and adminiftered the Lord’s fupper in the
Meeting-houfe before it was finithed. They went on with
the building, and we appeinted a time every other week to
hear experiences. A few months after Ibaptized nine more,
and the congregation very much increafed. The worldly
Blacks, as well as the members of the church, aflifted in
cutting timber in the woods, and in getting fhingles; and we
ufed to give a fcw coppers to buy nails. Wewere increafing
all the winter, and baptized almoft every month, and admi-
niftered the Lord’s fupper firft of all once in two months;
but the frame of the Meeting was aot all up, nor had we co-
vered it with fhingles till about the middle of the {ummer, and
then it had no pulpit, feats, ror flooring. Abcut this time,
Mr. William Taylor and his wife, two Baptifts, who came
from London to Shelburn, heard of me. She came to my
houfe when 1 was fo poor that I had no money to buyany po-
tatoes for feed, and was fo good as to give my. children fome-
what, and me money enough to buy 2 bufhel of potatoes
which one produced thirty-five bufhels. The church was
now grown to about fifty members. At this time a White
perfon, William Holmes, who, with Deborah his wife, had
been converted by reading the feriptures, and lived at Jones’s
Harbour, about twenty miles down the river, came up for
me, and would have me go with himin his fchooner to his
houfe. I went with him, firft to his own houfe, and then
to a town they called Liverpool, inhabited by White people.
Many had been baptized there by Mr. Chippenham, of An-
napolis, in Nova Scotia. Mr. Jefle Dexter preached to them,
but was not their paftor. Itis a mixed communion church.
I preached there; the Chriftians were all alive, and we had a
littleheaven together. We then returned to brother Holmes’s,
and he and his wife came up with me to Shelburn, and gave
their experiences to the church on Thurfday, and were bap-
tized on Lord’s-day. Their relations who lived in the
town were very angry; raifed 2 mob, and endeavoured to
hinder their being baptized. Mrs. Holmes’s fifter efpecially
laid hold of her hair to keep her from going down into the
water; but the juftices commanded peace, and faid that fhe
fhould be baptized, as fhe herfelf defired it. Then they
were all quiet. Soon after this the perfecution increafed, and
became fo great, that it did not feem poffible to preach, and 1
thought] muft leave Shelburn. Several of the Black people had
houfes upon my lot; but forty or fifty difbanded foldiers were
employed, who came with the tackle of thips, and turned my
dwelling houfe, and every one of their houfcs, quite over; and
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the Meeting houfe they would have burned down, had not the
ring-leader of the mob himfelf prevented it. ButI continued
preaching in it till they came one night, and ftood before the
pulpit, and fwore how they would treat me if I preached again.
But I ftayed and preached, and the next day they came and
beat me with fticks, and drove me into 2 fwamp. I returned
in the evening, and took my wife and children over the river
to Birch town, where fome Black people were fettled, and
thers feemeda greater profpect of doing good than at Shelburn,
I preached at Birch Town from the fall till about the middle of
December, and was frequently hearing experiences, and bap-
tized about twenty there. hofe who defired to hear the
word of Ged, invited me from houfe to houfe, and fo I
preached, A little before Chriftmas, as my own color per~
fecuted me there, I fet off with my family, to return to Shel-
burn ; and coming down the river the boatwas frozen, but
we took whip-faws and cut away the ice till we came to
Shelburn. Inmy abfence the Meeting houfe was occupied by
a fort of a tavern-keeper, who faid, “ The old Negro
wanted to make a heaven of this place, but I’ll make a hell of
it.””  Then I preached in it as before, and as my houfe was
pulled down, lived in it alfo. The people began to attend
again, and in the fumm:r there was a confiderable revival of
religion. Now I went down about twenty miles to a place
called Ragged Ifland, among fome White people, who de-
fired to hear the word. One White fifter was converted
there while I was preaching concerning the difciples, who
left all and followed Chrift. She came up afierwards, gave
her experience to our church, and was baptized, and two
Black fifters withher. ‘Then her other fifter gave in her ex-
perience; and joined us without Baptifm, to which the would
have fubmitted, had not her family cruelly hindered her; but
fhe was the only one in our fociety who was not baptized.

By this time the Chriftians at St. John’s, about 200 miles
from Shelburn, over the bay of Fundy, in New Brunfwick,
had heard of me, and wifthed me to wifit them. Patt of the
firft Saturday I was there was fpent in hearing the experi-
erices of the Black people; four were approved, fome of
whom had been converted in Virginnia: a fortnight after I
baptized them in the river, on the Lord’s-day. Numerous
fpectators, White and Black, were prefent, who behaved
verywell. But on Menday many of the inhabitants made a
difturbance, declaring that nobedy fhould preach there again
without a licence from the Governor. I—Fe lived at Frede-
rick town, about an hundred miles from thence up St. John’s
river. Iwentoff in the packet to him. Colonel Allen, who

knew
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knew me in Charleftown, lived but a few miles from the
Governor, and introduced me to him; upon which his fe-
cretary gave me a licence *. I returned then to St. John’s,
and preached again, and left brother Peter Richards to ex-
hort among them. He afterwards died on the paffage, juft
foing into Sierra Leone, and we buried him there. When

got back to Shelburn, I fent brother Sampfon Colbert, one
of my Elders, to St. John’s, to ftay there, He was a loving
brother, and the Lord had endowed him with great gifts.—
‘When the experiences of nine or ten had been related there,
they fent for me to come and baptize them. I went by water
to Halifax, and walked from thence to Haughton about
80 miles from Annapolis, and not far from New Brunfwick.
Theteis a large church at Haughton, I think the largeft in
Nova Scotia. They are all Baptifts; Mr. Scott is their
minifter. We fpent one Sabbath together, andall day long
was a day to be remembered. When I was landing at St.
John’s, fome of the people who intended to be baptized were
fo full of joy that they ran out from waiting at table on their
mafters, with the knives and forks in their hands, to mect
me at the water fide. This fecond time of my being at St.
John’s I ftaid preaching about a fortnight, and baptized ten
people.  QOur going down into the water feemed to be a
pleafing fight to the whole town, White people and Black.
I had now to go to Frederick Town again, from whence I
obtained the licence before ; for one of our brethren had been
there, and heard the experiences of-three of the people, and
they fent to me, intreating that I wouid not return uatil I
had been and baptized them. T'wo brethren took me to
Frederick Town in a boat. I baptized on the Lord’s-day,
about 12 o’clock: a greatnumber of people attended. The
Governor faid he was forry that he could not come down ta
fee it; but he had a great deal of company that day, which
alfo hindered one of his fervants from being baptized. 1
came back to St. John’s, and home to Shelburn. Then I
was fent for to Prefton, it may be four miles from Halifax,
over againft it, on the other fide of the river. Five con-
verted perfons who lived there, defired to be baptized and
join the church. I baptized them, and adminiftéred the
Lord’s fupper to them at Prefton, and left brother Heétor
Peters, one of my Elders, with them. In returning to

* Secretary’s Office, Frederick-town,
17tk Fuly, 1792.

I do hereby certify, that David George, a free Negro man, hag
permision from his Excellency the Lieutenant Governor, to inftruct the
best pevple in the knowledge, and exhort them to the practice of,
the Christianreligion. Jox. Opriy, Secrstary.

Shelburn,
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Shelburn, with 2bout 30 paflengers, we were blown off into
the. fea, and loft our courfe. I had no blanket to cover me,
and got froft-bitten in both my legs up to my knees, and
was fo il when J came towards land, that I could not walk.
‘The church met me at the river fide, and carried me home.
Afterwards, when I could walk a little, I wanted to fpeak
of the Lord’s goodnefs, and the brethren made a wooden
fledge, and drew me to Meecting. In the fprinz of the
year I could walk again, but have never been ftrong fince.

The next fall, Agent (afterwards Governor) Clarkfon
ceme to Halifax, about fettling the new colony at Sierra
Leone. The White people in Nova Scotia were very un-
willing that we fhould go, though they had been very cruel
to us, and treated many of us as bad as though we had been
flaves*, They attempted to perfuade us that if we went
away we fhould be made flaves again.  The brethren and
fifters all round at St. John’s, Halifax, and other places, Mr.
Welley’s people and all, confuited what was beft to do, and
fent in their names to me, to give to Mr. Clarkfon, and I
was to tell him that they were willing to go. I carried him
their nzmes, and he appointed to meet us at Birch Town the
next day. We gathered together there, in the Meeting-
houfe of brother Mofzs, a blind man, one of Mr. Wefley’s
preachers. Then the Governor read the proclamation,
which contained what was offcred, in cafe we had a mind
villingly to go, and the greateit part of us were pleafed and
agreed to go. We appointed a day over at Shelburn, when
the names were to be given to the Governor. Almoft all the
Bapuifts went, except a few of the fifters whofe hufbands
were inclined to go back to New York; and fifter Lizze, a
Quebec Indian, and brother Lewis, her hufband, who was
an half Indian, both of whom were converted under my
miniftry, and had been baptized by me. There are a few
feattered Baptifts yet at Shelburn, St. John’s, Jones’s Har-
bour, and Ragged Ifland, befide the congregations at the
other places 1 mentioned before. The meeting-houfe lot,
and all our land at Shelburn, it may be half an acre, was fold
to merchant Black for about 71.

We departed and called at Liverpool, a place T mentioned
before. Ipreached a farewel fermon there ; I longed to do
it. Before I Ieft the town, Major Collins, who with his
wife ufed to hear me at this place, was very kind to me, and
gave me fome falted herrings, which were very acceptable

* This Governor Clarkfon alfo has confirmed to the Eprroz,

all
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all the way to Sierra Leone. We failed from Liverpool to
Halifax, where we tarried three or four weeks, and I
preached from houfe to houfe, and my farewel fermon in
Mr. Marchington’s Methodift Meeting-houfe. There is
alfo a Mr. William Black, at Halifax, a fmart preacher, one
of Mr. Wefley’s, who baptizes thofe Chriftians who defire it
by immerfion .

Our paffage from Halifax to Sierra Leone was feven
weeks, in which we had very ftormy weather. Several per-
fons died on the voyage, of a catching fever, among whom
were three of my Elders, Sampfon Colwell, a loving man,
Peter Richards, and John Williams.

There was great joy to fee theland, The high mountain,
at fome diftance from Free-town, where we now live, ap-
peared like a cloud to us, L preached the firft Lord’s day,
it was a blefled time, under a fail, and fo 1 did for feveral weeks
after,  We then ereéted a hovel for a Mecting-houfe, which
is made of pofts putinto the ground, and poles over our
heads, which are covered with grafs. While [ was preach-
ing under the fails, fifters Patty Webb and Lucy Lawrence
were converted, and they, with old fifter Peggy, brother
Bill Taylor, and brother Sampfon Haywood, threec who were
awakened before they came this voyage, have fince been
baptized in the river.

On the voyage from Halifax to Sierra Leone, I afked the
Governor if I might not hereafter go to England ? and fome
time after we arrived there, I told him 1 wifhed to fee the
Baptift brethren wholive in his country. He wasa very kind
man to me and to every body; he is very free and gocd na-
tured, and ufed to come to hear me preach, and would fome-
times fit down at our private mectings; and he liked that I
fhould call my laft child by his name. And I fent to Mr.
Henry Thornton, O what a blefled man is tha:! heis brother,
father, every thing. He ordered me five guineas, and I had
leave to come over. When I came away trom Sierra Leone,
I preached a farewel fermon to the church, and encouraged
them to lock to the Lord, and fubmit to one another, and re-
gard what is faid to them by my three Elders, brethren Heéltor
Peters, and John Colbert, whoare two exhorters, and bro-
ther John: Ramfey.

4 Baptifm by immerfion, in an occafional wav, no! enly obtains in
Mr. Wefley’s connexions, as above, but alfo in fome of the Weft India
ifladds, as well as in Kentuckey, and other parts of North America; and
it,is faid to be done, even under the permiflion of Dr. Coke himfeif.

Epnrtor.
A rEW,



484 ACCOUNT ‘OF MR. DAVID GEORGE.

A Few, from NUMEROUS, TESTIMONIALS to the cHaA-

racTER of Mr. DAVID GEORGE.

Shelburn, Nova Scotia, O&. 22, 1790.

I HAVE known the bearer, Mr, David George, above five
years in this {fettlement, and know that he hath condufted him-
felf like a good chriftian; and he is a very indaftrious good ci-
tizen. Geo. WHITE, Juffice of Peace.

THESE are to certify, that David George, a Baptift preacher,
is an inhabitant of the town of Shelburn, and province of Nova
Scotiz ; That he bears a good charater, is charitable, fober,
honeft, and induitrious, and is entitled to the attention of all
well-difpofed people. Witnefs my hand this fecond day of De-
cember, 1791. STEPHEN SKINNER,

dgent for the Diftri of Shelburn.

Stip York, Sierra Leone, 10th Dec. 1792.
My Dear Friends,

I BEG leave to recommend to your brotherly love and Chrifti-
an kindnefs, the bearer of this letter, Mr. David George, as a
fincere Chriftian, and an humble, diligent, and faithful minifter
of the word of God, which has ever been blefled from his lips,
as it has always been exemplified in his converfation. He is
connefted with Chriftians of the Baptift profeflion, but his heart
embraces, with ingenuous love, all who love Ged and our Sa-
viour Jefus Chrift. His intention, in vifiting England, is to fee
and converfe with Chriftians of all denominations, and particu-
farly to acquaint himfelf with the Baptift minifters; hoping by
thefe means to increafe in Chriftian knowledge, and to be fili
better qualified for adminiftering the word of God. I earneftly
requeft you, for Chrift’s fake, to fhew him all kind offices, par-
ticularly to introduce him to the moft humble, pious, experi-
enced Chriftians of your acquaintance; not much among thofe
who move in the circle of fathionable chriftianity. I remain,
your affettionate Friend and fervant,

MELVILL HORNE+*

To Rev. Jounw NEwroON,

Rev. Ricu. Crart,
Rev. Henry FosTer,
Rev. Mr. ScotrT.

GOVERNOR Clarkfon, in the moft unreferved maanner, af-
tared me that he efteemed David George as his brother, and
that he believes him to be the beft man, without exception, in
the colony at Sicrra Leone. EpiTor.

_ *Rev. Mr. Meclvill Horne was curate to Mr. Fletcher of Medley, and
is now the much-loved officiating clergyman at Sierra Leone.
Bpirox.
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MINUTES OF THE
PARTICULAR BAPTIST SOCIETY
FOR PROPAGATING THE GOSPEL

AMONG THE HEATHEN.

[ Continued from page 378 of the Regifter. ]

AT the Meeting at Northampton, Nov. 13, 1792, the
Committee was informed, that Mr, Fobn Thomas (a Baptift
minifter, who for afew years paft has been learning the Ben-

alefe language, and preaching to the natives), was then in
iondon, and that he much wifhed, by a fubicription, to re-
turn to his work, and to take fome fellow-labourer with him.
The Committee then agreed to mazke imquiry into Mr.
Thomas’s charaller, principlss, &c.

Another Committze Meeting was called, and held at
Kettering, Jan. g, 1793. The Committee Reported, as the
refult of the inquiry concerning Mr. fobn Thomas’s cha-
raéter, principles, &c. That they had received a fatisfaCtory
account of him:  After all the information that could be ob-
tained on Mr. Thomas’s late labours in India were communi-
cated, it was then Refolved, That there appears to be an
open door for preaching the gofpel to the l-findoos.-——That,
from what we have heard of the chara&er, principles, abilities,
and fuccefs of Mr. Thomas, an union with him in this im-
portant bufinefs is defirable; and That fhould Mr. Thomas ac-
cede to the propofal, the Committee will endeavour to pro-
vide him a companion.

On the evening of the fame day Mr, Thomas arrived,
cheerfully accepted the invitation, and-after much interefting
converfation on the bufinefs, agreed to go out in the {pring.
Mor. Carey, of Leicefter, who was prefent, at the {ame time,
engaged to go with him.,

After a moft ferious, folemn, andaffetionate meeting, at-
tending with fafting and prayer to Almighty God, the two
brethren above-mentioned, having agreed to go out together,
the Committee engaged to pay every poffible attention to
their temporal accommodation, and that of their families; in
which they hope the friends of the undertaking will generoufly
affift them.

1i THE
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EvLper Natuanier GREEN,
James WicHTMAN,
Eriaxim MARSHALL,
EBENEZER JONEs,
Asa Hunr,

Middleborough, MafJachufetts, Nov. 25, 1791.

DEATHS among the Baptift minifters in our land, as
well as in your’s, have been, 1 think, the moft numerous we
have ever known. Elder Nathaniel Green, of Charlton,
aged about 70, died in March. He was a faithful, and very
fuccefsful minifter of Chrift for many years. Elder Fames
Wightman, of the old Baptift church in North Kingfton, died
foon after him. He was efteemed a pious and ufeful man, al-
though in a church which holds general redemption. Elder
Eliakim Marfhall, of Windlor, in Conne&icut, died in
June. He had often been a member of their legiflature in
Connecticut, and became a Baptift, and paftor of a church
there, about four or five yearsago. He was much efteemed
in thofe parts. Soon after the death of our dear friend Pre~
fident Manning, died Mr. Ebenezer Fones, who was the firft
paftor of our third Baptift church in’ Middleborough, where
he was ordained, O&. 28, 1761. Anda glorious revival ¥
of religion was granted under his miniftry in 1762, which
extended its bleflings into other focieties and denominations ;
but unhappy contentions the next year, caufed his removal
from his people. He was afterwards ufeful, labouring for
fome time in Rehoboth, and about eleven years ago he re-
moved to Steventon, on the edge of the county of Albany,
and laboured in thofe parts till his death, beingever efteemed
as a pious man, anda ufeful preacher. His fucceflor in Mid-
dleborough, Mr. Afe Hunt, was ordained there, O&. 3o,
1771, who, though he had been of low circumftances in the
world, by his intelle€tual powers, clear knowledge of the
gofpel falvation, and fkill in preaching of it, with his un-
common fuccefs, was raifed to high honour among our

* See fome remarkable circumftances attending this revival ip Mr:
Bagkus’s Church Hiftory of New England. Vol. IL p. 233.

Evtror.
churches.
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churches. His journey into Virginia opened the way for
our correfpondence with the churches in that ftate, His
eldeft fon took his degree at our college at Providence, the
4th of September paft. But as the fon was very ill, his fa-
ther went home and fetched his wife to look after him, but
both of the parents were foon feized with the fame difeafe,
which was the dyfentery; and elder Hunt died with it, at
Providence, the 20th of Sept. in the 48th year of his age.

O that we may all hear tbe voice which fays, Be ye alfp
ready. 1 parted from brother Manning on June 8th, and
from brother Hunt on Sept. gth, with as little thought that
we were then taking our laft farewel for time, as on any
other parting ever fince I knew them. It looked much more
likely that I fhould have been called into eternity than either
of them, the laft of whom was born but about two years be-
fore I was called to preach the gofpel. But they are gone,
and my ftrength has been fo far renewed this fall, thatI have
travelled between three and four hundred miles, and attended
a conference between the Committees of Stonnington and
Groton Aflociations, in which the evil of receiving cenfured
members from our churches was opened, and meafures taken
to re&ify fuch diforders. And at our conference all the
Groton minifters, but one, difcovered a fenfe of the evil of
fuch conduét, and a defire for the future to at by the rules
of God’s word.

A ¢lorious profpe& of the reign of Chrift, and his faints,
now opens in our country, where deceit and cruelty have
been carried to an amazing height, under the name of religion
and government,

Mr. Danier RoGers* of Newport, Rhode Ifland.

[ Extraéted from the Providence Gazette. ]

Newport, Sept. 3, 1792.

ON Friday morning laft, this town fuftained a very heavy
lofs, by the death of l\/%r. Daniel Rogers, in the 4oth year of
his age.

ng a merchant and man of bufinefs, enterprife, induftry,
and pun&uality marked his conduét; in his temper and dif-
pofition he was humane and benevolent; and in his manners,
affable and polite.  As 2 hufband, father, friend, and mafter,
few perhaps excelled him. Thefe virtues foon gained him
general efteem, and induced the freemen of the town, in

* Brother of Dr. William Rogers, of the Univerfity of Philadelphia.
1i2 April
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April laft, tocall him forth for one of their reprefentatives to
the General Affembly; and at their late choice, tore-clet
him to fit in the enfuing O&ober feffions.

The anxiety and concern for his recovery, apparent on
every countenance, during a long and fevere illnefs, demon-
ftrated the fenfib lity of his fellow-citizens, and the part they
fhared in his fufferings; as did the great number of all ranks
and denominations, paying the Iaft tributeto his memory, by
their attendance at his funeral, on yefterday evening, difcover
how fincerely they lament his exit.

Mr. BEEsy WaLLIs.
A Deacon of the Church at Kettering.

SO far as education and parental example could influencey
our deceafed friend might be faid to have known the Holy
Scriptures from a child. His family, for generations patt,
have walked in the ways of piety. His great grandfather, Mr.
William Wallis, was the founder, and firft minifter of the
Church at Kettering. He founded it in 16g6. His grand-
father, Mr. Thomas Wallis, fucceeded in the fame office. It
was in his time that the late Dr. Gi//, and the late Mr. Brine,
were both called to the miniftry. He died in 1726. His fa-
ther, Mr. William Wallis, though not a minifter, as his pre-
deceffors had been, was a vexg' refpetable member of the
fame community. When he died, which was in 1757, his
fon, our deceafed friend, was but twenty-two years of age.—
From his earlieft years he was under ftrong convitions of the
truth and importance of religion : but the moft remarkable im-
preflion of this fort was made at the death of his father. It was
then, as he faid, that he went and prayed to God, and thought
within himfelf, « O that I had but an intereft in Chrift! and
felt all the world, and all its enjoyments, to be mere vanity
without it,”

At the time of his father’s death, he had a brother, Mr..
Fofeph Wallis, about twelve years of age. The amiable piz?
of that young man is faid to have appeared at an early period,
but to the great ﬂgrief of his friends, efpecially of his brother,
he was carried off by the fmall-pox, in the nineteenth year of
his age.

‘ Ingthe year 1763, at the age of twenty-eight, Mr. Wallis
became a member of the famezéhriﬁian communityin which his
predeceffors had lived and died. Abeut five years after, he v;as

chofen
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c¢holen to the office of a Deacon; an office whith ke filled
with honour and fadisfaltion for twenty-four years. It was a

reat blefiing to the church, efpecially when, for the fpace of

ve years, they were deftitute of a minifter, that he was in-
vefted with this office, and was then in the prime of life, and
ufefulnefs. It will long be remembered with what meek-
nefs of wifdom he prefided in the Church during that uncom-
fortable interval; and how, notwithftanding all the difadvan-
tages of fuch a fituation, they were not only preferved in
peace, but gradually increafed, till a minifter was fettled
amongft them.

God endued him with 2 found underftanding, and a folid
judgment. His knowledge was extenfive, and his obfc:va-
tions on men and things, ripened by long experience, were
juft and accurate. He had a quick fenfe of right and wrong,
of propriety and impropriety, which rendered his counfel of
%reat efteem in cafes of difficulty. To this was added a
pirit of adfivrty. Though during the greater part of his life
he was out of trade, yet his head and hands were always full
with the concerns of others, either thofe of private individuals,
with which he was entrufted, or matters of public utility. He
would rife by five in the morning in fu.nmer, a2d be as dili-
gentall the day as if he had had his bread to obtain by the {weat
of Lis brow.

But perhaps one of the moft prominent features of his cha-
ralter was fincerity, or integrity of heart, ‘This was a temper
of mind that ran through ail his concerns. In a caufe of
righteoufhefs he poffefled a fever:ity which rendered it almoft
impoifible for treachery to ftand before him. , He was pru-
dent, but his prudence never degenerated into low policy, or
any thing that deferved the name of fubtilty. If motives of
mere prudence were propofed to him, he would hefitate, nor
would he accede till he had thought whether the meafure was
right. 1fhe could but fatisfy himi%lf on that head, he wouid be
regardlefs of confequences, or of popular opinion. Even in
his contributions one might perceive his love of righteoufnefs,
Though an ceconomift from principle, he had nothing of the
niggard ; only convince him that a caufe was right (and that
was eafily done if it was fo) and he would engage in it with
all his heart, nor think muchof any expence. “I wihtodo
what is right,”” he would fap, “ and leave confequences,”—

He was a ftanding example of the falfchood of that fyfay,
which teaches, that ¢ Flattery is effential to politenefs.” If
to hehave in fuch a manner zs to gain the the efteem of al] da-
feriptions of men be politenefs, he was polite; yet he hated
flattery.  He would neither flatter, nor be flattered by others,

113 The
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The true fecret by which he obtaired efteem was an unaf-
fected modefty, mingled with kindnefs and goodnefs.

He pofiefled a peculiar decifivenefs of charalter. His judg-
ment was generally formed with flow deliberation ; but having
once made up his mind, it was not eafily altered. He was
decifive in the principles he embraced. He held none of them
with a loofe hand. He obferved to Mr. Fuller, his paftor, a few
weeks before he died, when mentioniag what he conceived to
have been his great defet in religion, That it was not a
wavering difpofition. < I have not,” faid he, % been tofied about
with every wind of doétrine.” He has fometimes ingenuoufly
confefled, Thathe thought himfelf more in danger of erring by a
prejudiced attachment to received principles, than by the con-
trary. He was equally decifive in matters of practice. He
fcarcely ever went about a matter with indifference, What
his hand found him to do, he did it with his might. Having
formed his judzment that fuch a matter was right, he would
purfue it with indefitigable induftry, patience, and perfe-
verance; he would wade through ditficulties that would have
difcouraged moft men, nor was he ever fatisfied until he had
accomplithed his end.

"There are few men that have poffefled a greater degree of
genuine bumility. It is often feen, where perfons of affluence
unite with a Chriftian community, they confider themfelves as
doing great honour to it, and expeét greathomage in return;
but this every one that knew him can bear witnefs, was not
his fpirit. It was not natural to him to affume the airs of a
Diotrephes, or toavail himf=if of the influence which his cir-
cumitances and fituation afferded him, tolord it over God’s
heritage. He was fometimes warm and fanguine, but that
was not frequent, and never, but when he confidered himfelf
as engaged in the caufe of truth and righteoufnefs.

To this may be added, there wasa vein of ferious godlinefs
that ran through his life. It is true, he was ofien dejected
in his own mind, left he fhould be found wanting at laft; fo
much fo, as to give confiderable pain to his friends. ¢« There is
fomething in religion,” he would fay, ¢ with which I fearl
have been all my life unacquainted.” This dejection was to
be attributed, in a greatdegree, to conftitution, Thereare
few chara&ers that have diicovered a greater fear of God, a
greater acquiefcence in the way of falvation, through a cru-
cified Saviour, or a greater cuncern to fpend life in doing
good. That which would have hurt the pride of many arich
man, namely, to unite with the poor and the illiterate as his
brethren, was no mortification to him: on the contrary, }?e

as
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has lately faid, ¢ Ireckon it the greateft honor of my life te
have been employed in promoting the intereft of Chrift.”

About a week before he died, he requefted that a few of
of his chriftian friends might come and fee him, and pray
with him. Five of them went, according to his defire.—
When there, he told them, ¢ He did not with them to pray
for hislife ; he confidered it asthe will of God that he thould
die;” and added, ¢ his will be done! But pray,” faid he,
« thatif there are any fins of which I bavebeen guilty, andhave
not yet repented; any fins for which God hath any contro-
verfy with me, that he would give me a proper fenfe of them
before I die; and that I might enjoy the light of his
countenance in death.” They wereall exceedingly affeted.
After praying with him aboutan hour, he gathered up what
little ftrength he had, and addrefled himfelf to them in a kind
of folemn farewel. He reminded them of the difficulties
they had been brought through, asa church; exprefled his fa-
tisfattion in leaving them in fuch comfortable circumftances;
recommended them to love one another, and folemnly com-
mended them to the blefling of God! A tender parting!
never to be forgotten! He would have invited others of his
friends, whom he equally loved, but his ftrength began to
fail him; and in a few days, after a long feries of aflictions,
which he bore with great patience, calmnefs, and refignation
to God, hefell afleep, on April 2, 1792. His funeral fer-
mon, on Rev. xiv. 13, was preached by the Rev. Mr,
Andrew Fuller, inthe Independent Meeting-houfe, at Ket-
tering, as the Baptift Meeting-houfe was confidered too
{mall to contain the great number of people who attended on
the occafion. His grandfather’s funeral fermon is faid to have
been preached in the fame place.

The Rev, Josepu CrayTon, Steventon,

THE Rev. Fofeph Clayton was born at Gamlingay,
in Cambridgethire, on Feb. 3, it is fuppofed, 1710. His
parents were Church people for a while, but at length his
mother became a member of a2 Diflenting Society. His father
dying while he was an infant, he was brought up to the oc-
cupation of hutbandry, and, when fit for the ftation, managed
his uncle’s bufinefs at Toft, in the aforefaid county. While
he lived there, he was much attached to the eftabiifhed forms
of religion; and {uch was his ignorance, that he thought if

ii4 could



4)2 THE OBITUARY 1792,

could but tauch the parfon’s gown, it would fome way or
other be advantagecus to him. At this time he was notori~
oufly wicked, and having a rooted enmity to the people of
Gd, he determined to thoot into the cengregation atGam=
lingay—he loaded and cocked his picce, but at the inftanthe
was going to exccute his defign, a paflage of feripture ruthed
into his mind, and prevented the horrid deed, About this
time, it is apprehended, he began to refle on his dreadful
condition, for he foon reformed, and appeared to be very fe-
rious. Now he left the eftablifhed worfhip ; attended the
miniftry of Mr. Harper at Cambridge, and afterwards joined
himfelf to the Baptift church in that plzce, At the time he
relzted his experience, a gentlewoman, who was riding by in
her carriage, feeing people go into the Meeting-houfe, had
the curiofity to alight, and to go in after them, that fhe
might fee and hear what the could.  She heard to purpofe.—
Mr. C.’s account ftruck her to the heart, and, it is faid, be-
came the means of her faving converfion. How long he was;
a member, before this church called him to the work of the
miniftry, is not faid, but he was probably fent out in 1735, as
his licence for preaching bears date that year. This licence he
always caurried with him. He ufed to fay, That he never
flept butonce inall his life, while he was at public worfhip,
ang that in his youth; and for many years after, no perfon
could eafily offend or affright him. ]gurwell and Catlidge,
the former about fouy miles weft from Newmarket, and the
other not much farther off on the eaft, enjoyed his occafiona}
labou:s for aconfiderable time; and with thefe, other places
might be mentioned, particularly Ramfey, a market town on
the edge of the Fen, in Huntingdonthire, where he preached
four years. In this market town, a fick woman, who be-
longed to the eftablithed church, during an afliction in which
there feemed to be a divine change wrought in her foul, fent
for him, and after having freely converfed with him, defired
that he would preach her funeral fermon. The circum-
ftance of a Church-woman’s funeral fexmon to be preached by
a Diflenter, brought many together to hear what would be faid
of her. Mr. C. believed that the dicd in faith, and therefore
when he czme to {peak of her, heufed words which at the fame
time aftonithed and pleafed the auditory. % As to the deceafed,”
faid be, « I believe the died a ferioys perfon, and 1 have no
doubt bu fhe is gone to heaven, though @ Church-woman; and
1 telicve that none but 77x: Church people will go there,”—
"Tiis plain encugh that the preacher certainly meant, that all
gcod mea weuld be favel; but many of the uninftruted
tewns people, before this, thoughtthat the Diflenters believed
that
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that none were to go to heaven but thofe of their own
denomination.  In the fpring of 1750, Mr. Clayten firft
went to preach to the church at Steventon, into full commu-
nion with which he was received on the g4th of December
following. The next year he became their paftor, being
ordained June §, 1751. Mr. Simpfon preached on the occa-
fion. Here the people were neither numerous nor rich, con-
fequently his income was fmall; yet, heing pofiefled of an
eminent fhare of ceconomy and frugality, he provided things
honeft and honourable in the fight of all men. His little
cottage and fmall garden were fingularly neat, and exhibited
to every fpe@ator an emblem of the fimplicity, ingenuity, and
induftry of their owner. He was remarkable for being in good
time at ftated and occafional fervices. When any thing was
wrong among his friends, he ufed to go from houfe to houfe,
adminiftering reproof, and if occafion required, he did it
fharply; butavoiding fournefs, andmingling affetion with his

meflage, it was but very feldom that any of them took offence.
Being in company one day with a neighbouring minifter
who had an invitation to go from the country to a church in
London, and the converfation turning on that fubje, his
neighbour faid to him, ¢ Brother Clayten, 1 fee my call ex-
ceeding clear to leave B » and go to London.” Mr.
C. replied, ¢ Ah, Brother, London is a fine place, and as it
is to go there, éou can hear very quick; butif God had called you
to go to poor Cranfield, he mi§ht have called long enough,I fear,
before you would have heard him.” He was very fond of Dr.
Gill,and the Do&or was very fondofhim, and free with him. A
mifunderftanding having taken place in one of the Bedford-
fhire churches, a few miles from Steventon, Mr. G---y, going
from London to the very place, was defired to inquire into
the merits of it. Mr. C. thought this gentleman not fuffi-
ciently impartial, and whenhe faw the ]%o&or in town, faid
to him, * Do&or, the next time yau fend a man into the
country to fetle difputes, fend him with oth his ears open.”
Another year, when Mr. C. went to London, Dr. Gill hav-
ing previouily heard that his old friend had been expounding
the Revelations, faid to him, ¢ Brother Clayton, what have
you been about? They tell me, that you have been expound-
ing the Revelations: a man who enters upon that work
thould firft have anacquaintance with hiftory, the prophetical
fcriptures in general, and many other things.” <« Why,
Docttor,” faid Mr. €. « I did as well as I could, and you
can’t do any better.” Mr. C. on his retura back to his
friends, frequently mentioned converfations of this fort, and
perhaps
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perhaps hence it is faid, in Bedfordfhire, that Dr. Gi/
laughed more heartily that part of the ycar when Mr. Claytor
was in town, than he did all the year befides. The truth
feems to be, as a worthy Brother has well exprefled it, Mr.
C.s piety on the one hand, and his cheerfulnefs of fpirit on
the other, enlivened the fociety of his friends, and enfured
the refpe& of all who knew him. No man, it is believed, was
more {enfible than Mr. C, of the inferiority of his abilities to
thofe of many of his brethren; but in his own way, he ufed to
fay, “ ThoughI am nota good expreffery; I am, tlefled be
God, as hearty a well-wither to fouls as any one.”

For feveral years before his death, he was frequently affifted
in the work of the Lord’s-day by one or other of the two or
three gifted brethren in the church. Mr. Gamby, who was
ordained at Southill,in Bedfordthire, July 19, 1787, and Mr.
Fobn Whitney, who was ordained over a newly raif:d Baptift
church at Winwick, Dec. g, 1789, now meeting at Great
Gidding, in Huntingdonthire, were both members of the
church under Mr. G, and by him called to the miniftry; as
was alfo Mr. Fames Pratt, who aflifted Mr. C. conftantly in
the latter part of hislife. Itis faid, he is acceptable and ufe-
ful among the people, and will probably fucceed Mr, C. in
the paftoral office.

The trials of this good old fervant of Chrit were, in one
part of his life, very great, and fome of them of a kind fo
very peculiar, that had it not been for his natural cheerfulnefs,
crowned with the grace of God, he could not have borne up
under them. His laft aflition was not long, but it was
fevere. It was brought on by an inflammation in his bowels.
During his illnefs, he faid but little; indecd he was foon too
weak for much converfation, but he bore his pain with great
Chriftian refignation. He was often happy in his mind, and
indulged with the hope and comfort of that gofpel, which he
had fo long preached in the pulpit, and adorned for above 55
years, with an exemplary, moral, and evangelical deport-
ment.

Years fince, he had fixed on Pfalm cxxvi. §and 6, as his
funcral text.  They that fow in tears fhall reap in joy. He that
goeth forth and sweepeth, bearing precious feed, fhall doubtlefs
come again with rejoicing, bringing his fheaves with him. But
the laft year of hislife, thinking on many frisnds, in different
placzs, who were gone to heaven before him, and hoping to be
foon with them himfelf, thefe words, to ufe his own phrafe,
founded much in his mind ; And fo fball we be ever with the
Lerd, 1 Thefl. iv. 17. Hedefired Mr. Pratt to preach from

thera
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them at his funeral. "This good old difciple died Sept. 10,
1790, above 80 years of age. Mr. Prart fulfilled his re-
queit. The members of the church carried him to the grave,

and the principal friends of the congregation held up the
pali*,

Mr. Joun Harwoob.

A Deacon of the Church at Birmingham.

ON the 29th of April, 1792, died Mr. Fobn Harwood,
originally 2 member of the Baptift church, in Grafton-ftreet,
London ; and fiom thence difmifled, about 14 years ago,to the
church in Cannon-ftreet, Birmingham. Here he had not
long been 2 member before his pious activity, in promoting
the good of the Society, induced them to electhim a Deacon
of the church; which office he fuftained with diftinguifhed re-
putation and ufefulnefs, till incapacitated by the illnefs which
terminated in his death.

As his religion was a matter of choice, fo the profeffion
of it he efteemed his honour: he had fortitude to avow and
defend it, on every proper occafion, and to reprove fin
wherever, and in whomfoever, he difcovered it. Like the
holy Pfalmift, he was ready to declare the teftimonies of
God before kings, and not be athamed.

Towards the clofe of his life, he refided chiefly at Mofe-
ly, a village at a fmall diftance from Birmingham; and
feeling a defire that his neighbours might become acquainted
with that Gofpel, whofe falutary influence he had himfelf
experienced ; he procured a licence for his houfe, and opened
it for public preaching, as often as an evangelical minifter
could be obtained. On thefe occafions, he would, as long
as he was able, walk round the village, and invite the in-
habitants, rich and poor, toattend. Nor was he long with-
out receiving an adequate reward for his labours of love.
He lived to fee two of the villagers, who were brought to
the knowledge of themfelves, and ot God, at his houfe,
bap:ized upon a profeflion of faith in Chrift, and admitted

* Itis obfervable, that this ehurch at Steventon, which has been well
fupplied with paftors, has not had more than five from the year 1653,
when itwas firft gathered, to this time; a fpace of 136 years.

to
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to memberfhip in that fociety, of which himfelf was a
deacon. And as his houfe fo his purfe was open for the fupport
of the Redeemer’s caufe; and by an unwearied liberality he
proved that the hand of avarice never receives wealtn with
more readinefs than the hand of chriftian benevolence dif-
penfes it.

But men, even the beft of men, are born to trouble, and
muft go hence to be no more fzen. For fome years before
Mr. Harwood’s death, he complained of violent head-achs,
which ended in the total lofs of his fight, and a general de~
bility of his frame : under the whole, he appeared remark-
ably refigned ; and in a firm perfuafion of the juftice, good-
nefs, and wifdom of the divine government, found his
ftrength equal to his day. Through a tedious illnefs, he
feldlom difcovered any degree of impatience, and whenever
he dete@ed his heart in an unbecominzy frame, he would
chide himfelf, and bemoan his imperfe&ions. At one time,
when informing an enquiring friend of tie feverity of the
pains which had occafioned him a fleeplefs night, he fud-
denly paufed, and with an inimitable emphatis, exclaimed,
<« Its all right, brother Pearce, its all right,”” And as in
his moft painful hours he was thus {ubmiffive, fo in every
eafy intermiffion, he was peculiarly thankful. Such grati-
tude for comforts, and fuch refignation in affliction, are fel-
dom found among common Chriftians.

He was fenfible of his approaching end, and once in pro-
fpect of it, fuid to a chriftian friend, with holy joy, « 1 would
not have any religion now to fzek for a thoufand worlds.” He
was a firm believer in the do&rines of grace, nor lefs a.
friend to praftical holinefs ; and though he was often up-
braided by the licentious on the one hand, and the legal on
the other, his friends had the fatisfaction of feeing him, whilft
he rejoiced in fovereign mercy, by a life of fcriptural obedi-
ence, put to filence the reproaches of ungodly men. His faith
was fuch as purifies the heart, and works by love.

For feveral weeks before his death, he was unable
toattend public worthip, but frequently exprefled a peculiar
fatisfaction in refle@ing, that whillt he had it in his power,
his attendance on the ordinances of God’s houfe had beenregu-
lar, and once faid to his Paftor, with much energy,—« My
dear Sir, do exhort the people to omit no opportunity of ho-
nouring God, and improving themfelves, by filing up their
places n his houfe— they don’t know how foon God may make
thern his prifoners as he has me, and it will notbe a pleafant re-
ﬁtﬁli;n when they cannot attend, that they would not when they
could.”

On



REY. ROBERT ROBINSON. 497

On Lord’s-Day evening (remarkable for its being the fame
month, the fame day of the week, and nearly the fame hour
of the day, on which his firft wife died, 11 years before) he
quietly fell afleep in Jefus, having juft anticipated his gra-
cious reception at his Savior’s hand, as was imagined from
his fzIszin with his dying breath, « Enter thou into the joy of
thy Lord.”

XI'he following Sabbath, his funeral Sermon was preached,
from a text of his own choofing, 1. Cor. 15, 43. <« #tisfownr
in weaknefs, itis raifed in power,” to an audience whofe tender~
oft paffions were deeply affefted (in addition to every other
confideration) by the tears of a furviving widow, and nine fur-
rounding children.

M ONO DY
ON TTHE DEATH OF

The Rev. ROBERT ROBINSON, of Canbridge.
By GEORGE DYER#*, B. A.

LATE OF EMANUEL COLLEGE, CAMBRIDGE.

smme— O Camotog vppusy eyw AcPuis sl v vhav,
Quxer’ ava Spupws, % ahote. LT HEOCRITUS. Edur, 1,

Tovcw’n by the glowing year,
Woake to life Aolian ftrings;
Wild mufic floats upon the liquid air ;
Still the gay garden fmiles, and ftill the painted meadow fings.
Hammond’s bower at eafe reclin’d,

“Thus late I foeth’d my weary mind;
Till bufy thought and fancy gay
Seem’d to take their holiday ;

* The author having been engaged in purfuits that had fomewhat im-
paired his health, was unbending his mind at a gentleman’s feat, in
Huntingdonthire, by attempting an Ode to the feafon of the year, June.
In this employment he was interrupted by receiving kitélligence of the
death of Mr. Robinfen,

And
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And there I weav’d the flow’rs of fong ;
And muft I drop the unfinifh’d wreathe ?
Or ftrew it wild the tombs among,
Wither’d by the blaft of death.
Adieu! ye laurels ever gay, adieu!
A mourner fad I go to court the baleful yew.

And oh, thou dreary fhade,
Receive again your trembling gueft* !
Yefolemn regions of the filent dead,
Find me fome fecret charm to footh the fuff ’ring breaft!
For ah! invainl turnmy eyes
To blooming groves and fmiling fkies;
Faint is the garden’s gayeft bloom,
Faint all the myrtles rich perfume,
And faint thy beams, oh facred light!
Dearer to me the lonefome gloom,
W here the pale emprefs of the night
Silvers o’er the mofs grown tomb;
For there remembrance oft fhall love to ftray,
"To bid the friend repofe, to blefs my Theron’s cf':\y t.

As in the lonely vale
‘The modeft primrofe droops and dies,
Or by the pathlefs hedge the violet pale 1,
So gentle Therondroop’d, fo breath’d his dying fighs.
No tender confort’s aid was near ;
No children caught the clofing pray’r;
No friend receiv’d the laft requeft;
No friend the dying eyelids prefs’d;
Mid the deep filence of the night
Softly the genial heat retire%,
And from his eyelids ftole the light,
As the lamp of life expired.
Vain hope! How didft thou fan thy treach’rous fires !
Falfe, as th’ inconftant flame, that fparkles and expires §.

* Mr. D. here refers to his Elegy on the death of 2 young Lady,
4 Remembrance oft fhall haunt the fhore,
When Thamesin fummer wreathes is dreft,
And oft fufpend the dathing oar,
To bid his gentle {pirit reft.
CoLLins. Ode onthe Death of Mr. Thompfon.
1 Pallentes Violas. Vire. Ecl. IL 47.
— Tintus viola pallor amantium. Hor. Carm, 1,iii. Od. ro. »
§ Mr. Robinfon was on a vifit to Birmingham, and died fuddenly in.
his bed, after having preached twice the preceding Sunday. He had been
fome time indifpofed, but it was hoped this journey might have reftored

him.
Yet
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Yet patient let me bend,
And praife Jehovah while I weep ;
Truthmay I find, and dying find a friend;
Like Theron may I live, then gently fall afleep.
For not to barb’rous regions borne,
llz}y bigot hands his limbs were torn;
or were the laft fad rites unpaid,
Nor flezps he with the vulgar dead:
The fons of freedom o’er his bier
Hung in attentive filence loft,
Dropt o’er his grave the gen’rous tear,
And precious held his duft;
And the laft offering paid at Truth’s fair thrine,
“Theron thall wake to life, and own the truth divine.

High on the topmoft * bough
Of Virtue’s ever-fmiling tree,
There growsa flow’r that once in Eden blew,
By mortal fight, ah! feldom reached, fair Charityt,
Higher and higher may I foar,
Climb the fair tree and crop the flow’r ;
And deep within the troubled breaft
Piant the heav’nly blooming gueft:
1ts facred {weets fhould footh me more,
When wrongs opprefs, or grief invades,
Than could Arabia’s fpicy ftore,
Or foft Italian fhades.
If mortal hand e’er cropt this flow’r divine,
To plant itin his breaft, it was, my Theron, thine.

Among the village youth

The gen’rous Theron lov’d to dwell;

To them he ftrew’d the flow’rs of facred truth,
With alla paftor’s love, with all a patriot’s zeal.

Yet could his genius’ ample pow’rs,
Yet could his learning’s copious ftores,
And all his harmony of tongue,
Delight beyond a ruftic throng:

L]

Speoray puty

Kopuas apsray axo wacye Pivpar, Ol L
Immortal Amarant, a flow’r which once
In Paradife, faft by the tree of life,
Began to bloom ; but foon for man’s offence
To heav’nremov’d, where firft it grew, there grows
And flow’ss aloft.
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No more would age her lot bewail 3
Contentment fmul’d at poverty;
Labour weuld welcome pain; and hail
"The rifing fun of liberty ;
« Still letme toil, flill not inglorious toil,
« In freedom’shappy plains, in Britain’s facred ifle# .”

But fay, hath heaven in vain
The gen’rous breaft with freedom fir’d?
And o’er their tombs fhall #till the Mufe complain,
Whom virtue warm’d, and love of honeft fame infpired ?
Ah, no!—their honour’d names are bleft,
In peace their facred athes reft;
And oft the grateful Mufe fhall roam
To drop a garland on their tomb:
And brighter flill their fun fhall rife,
When time its tranfient courfe hath run,
O’er boundlefs fields and cloudlefs fkies,
And keep a conftant noon,
Where the fair tree oflife for ever blows,
And the pure ftream of blifs for ever, ever flows,

Sweet fields of vivid light !
Where florms no more fucceed to peace,
Nor toil toreft, nor dayretires for night;
But all is light, and love, and life, and boundlefs blifs {.
The fons of freedom there fhall meet,
There Truth maintain her peaceful feat,
Confli& no more with thame or pain,
Nor toiling feem to toil in vain;
Unfullied glories deck her brow,
Immortal fongs her triumphs teli;
There with frefh ardour fhall the glow,
With truth immortal dwell.
No tyrant there moleft the fmiling plain;
But boundlefs freedom hold an everlafting reign.

* 1 fpeak on Britith Liberty in a comparative fenfe, and many grains
of aliowance muft be made.
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