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AN ACCOUNT

OF THE
PARTICULAR BAPTIST SOCIETY

FOR

PROPAGATING THE GOSPEL
AMONG THE HEATHEN;
INCLUDING
A NARRATIVE OF ITS RISE AND PLAN;

With a fbort Addrefls earnsffly recommending this benevolent
Defign.
THE object of this fociety is to evangelize the poor. dark,
idolatrous heathen, by {ending miflionaries mto different
parts of the world, where the glorious -gofpel of Chrift is
not at prefent publithed, to preach the glad tidings of falva-
tion by the blood of the Lamb,

It 1s a very affeéting fa&t that according to the loweft
computation, there areat this moment above FOUR HUNDRED
MILLIONS of our fellow-men in a ftate of pagan darknefs;
many of whom (as the inhabitants of New Zealand, and
moft of the iflands in the Pacific Ocean ) not only live in the
habits of offering human facrifices, but are moft certainly
proved to be abfolute cannibals, frequently engaging in wars,
and feafting on the fleth of their enemtes.

Can it then be an objet unworthy of the moft ardent and
perfevering purfuit, to diffeminate umong them the humoane
and faving principles of the chriftian religion, in order to
bring thefe uncivilized barbarians to yield obedience to the
Prince of Peace, and to found chriftian churches in places
which now exhibit nothing but fcenes of defolation ?

Were thefe ignorant immortals but thoroughly inftructed
in the dodtrines and precepts of chriftianity, their civiliza-
tion would naturally follow. And what miferies would be
hereby prevented | How great the bleflings that muft cer-
tainly enfue, on their reception of the glorious gofpel of the
blefled God!

What pains and expenfe does it not deferve to attempt
to refcue at leaft fome out of fo many millions from ruin !
"Was man formed in the image of his God, and is it not de-
firable to endeavour to ufe thofe means which are calculated
to reftore that loft image? Is man the reprefentative of
Deity, to the inferior creation, and ought Le to ke negledted
and deferted, though in a ruinous flate 7 Hath not Ged

4az made
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made of one blood all nations, and fhall not we refpe&t all our
fellow-creatures as brethren? And if we really confider
them as fuch, fhould not love and compaffion excite us to
promote their prefent, and efpecially their eternal welfare ¢
Did the Saviour fioop fo low as to vifit our benighted, wretch-
ed, finful world, to recover an apoftate race from de-
ferved ruin ? Were the moft undeferving and guilty, the
moft finful and depraved, made the objects of his felf-moved
compaflion ¢ Can we give a better evidence of our partaking
of lus grace, than by an earneft endeavour to imitate his ex-
ample, and to fubferve the defign of his coming into the
world, and laying down his precious lifes by labouring to
promote the falvation of the meft ignorant and helplefs of
mankind?

Do we, indeed, believe the gofpel ? Do we receive it in
reality noe as the word of man, but of God? Do we admit
into our minds the reprefentations therein given of the ftate
of man ? Have we expericnced the remedy in any meafure,
and can we be willing this. remedy for perifhing fouls fhould
remain {o very much unknown to the greater part of the
world ? Or rather, if we have experienced its healing in-
fiuence, thall we not be concerned that this gofpel, withall
its treafures and confolations, fhould be univerfally known ?

Ahl if the foul of a Hottentot, a Hindoo, or a Negro .. ..
be like mine &' And who can difpute it 7—Capable of be-
coming like God in his moral image—Capable of enjoying
his favour and love-—Capable of communing with him, glo-
rifying him, and being happy in his fmiles for ever! How
defirable is it to be inftrumental to fuch inexpreflibly glorious
ends !

Never let us yield to difcouragements from the apprehen-
fion that the artempt would be in vain. If we have duly
confidered the methods whereby God has alrcady accom-
plithed the defigns of his grace in fome degree, we cannot
confiftently objeét to the adoption of fimilar meafures now.
The Aés of the Apoftles (thofe moft ancient records of chrif-
tian hiftory) thew us that God hath chofen to propa-
gate his truth among mankind by the efforts of their fellow-
men, committing the precious treafure of the gofpel into
¢ earthen veffels,” that the excellence of the power might the
more eminently appear to be of God, and not of men.

The Fefuits and other Pepi/b miflionaries have, in modern
times, taken immenie pains to propagate their very defetive
and corrupt kind of chriftianity, in divers heathen countries.
And our proteftant brethren belonging to other nations have

' laboured
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laboured with confiderable fuccefs. Efpecially the Danifh
miffion to the coaft of Coromandel, in the Eaft-Indies, has
fince the year 1706 brought above 18,000 Gentoos to the
profeflion of chriftianity. The Dutch, in the ifland of
Ceylon, and other of their Eaft-India fettlements, have
had ftill more extenfive fuccels.—In Norzh-America, the
apoftolic £listz, in the laft century, was the chief inftrument
of the evident and thorough converfion of many of the
native Indians, and by his labours, and that of other excel-
Ient Pzdobaptift minifters, feveral churches were raifed from
among thofe poor favages, fome of which were fupplied
with miniflers of their own race, and others with Anglo-
Americans. Nor were the Baptiffs without a hand in that
blefled work. In the prefent century, the Prefbyterian fociety
in Scotland for propagating chriffian knowledge has lent its
fupport to feveral ufeful miffionaries among the American
Indians. The excellent Dawid Brainerd, an account of
whofe life and fingular fuccefs among the Indians was pub-
lithed by Prefident Edwards, and after him his brother
Fobn Brainerd, were fupported by this fociety. They ftill
afford their afliftance to Mr. Kirkland, from whom very
pleafing accounts have been lately received ; and there is alfo
a Mr. Sergeant that is fuccefsfully employed among the
Indians at this time.~—The Moravian Brethren have, within
thefe fixty years paft, fent miflionaries to various heathen
nations, and have difcovered a zeal for the propagation of the
gofpel, which ought to provoke in all other denominations
of chriftians, a godly emulation. Their fuccefs has been
remarkable among the Greenlanders and in the Danifh Wefi-
India-Iflands.  They alfo have fent miffionaries among the
American Indians, and the Efguimaux on the coaft of Labra-
dory who have been hopefully owned for the converfion of
fouls ; and have attempted to preach the gofpel to the Tar-
tars, and to the Hottentsts, to which laft people they are
about to rénew their miflion. We are informed, that in
the year 1588 they had in their focieties above 15,000 con-
verted heathen.  "The Beflean Methodifis have, within thele
few years, attempted a miflion to the Caribbs, who are na-
tives of the Weft-India iflands, and have laboured with fuc-
cefs among the negro flaves in thofe iflands.---The labours
of brother Gesrge Liele, the Baptift negro in Famaica, have
been greatly bleffed among his fellow Africans both bond
and free. 'The fuccefs of our worthy brethren, who have
thus hazarded their lives for the fake of the Lord Jefus, may
ferve at once as a reproof to our indolence, and as a fpur to

A3 3 our
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I

our activity. Who that realizes the value of one immortal
foul, but muft be ftimulated by thefe brilliant fuccefies to
aflift in extending the kingdom of God ?

To fuchan effort, arguments of the moft powerful nature
muft impel every belicver in divine revelation, and well-
wifher to mankind : for various as the different opinions of
chriftians may be with refpet to particular parts of the
gofpel-fcheme, all will agrec in this, that the facred {erip-
tures affure us of the univerfal conquefts of the Redecmer,.
that ¢ his dominion fhall extend from fea to {ca,.even to the
ends of the earth?” that “ the kingdoms of this world fhail
bezome the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Chniity”* and
that ¢ the ifles {hall wait for his law.”

Will not God, who feeth the heart, be well pleafed with
every fincere and earneft effort to promote his blefled caufe ?
Without the divine blefling, we readily believe nothing to
purpofe can be effected.  But is this an excufe for inaltivity
and floth? are we not encouraged by innumerable promifes
and prophecies of the divine word; and by an evident blefl-
ing crowning the labours of ourbrethren and predeceflors ?
Let then every chriftian who loves the gofpel, and to whom
the fouls of men are dear, come forward in this nable caule.
If God hath given us of this world’s goods, to what more
valuablc purpofe can we apply a portion of them than in en-
deavouring to fend to our poor brethren the bread of life, of
which they ftand in fuch perifhing necd ? Let every one that
is free-hearted offer unto the Lord.  Tor the filver and gold,
as well as our fouls which he bought with his blood, are not
our own, but his. And whether we can or cannot thus
honour him with our fubftance, let us attend the generous
donations of thole that are able to contribute to the fupport
of his caufe, with our moft fervent prayers. Many chrif-
tian focieties have, for fome years back, united in extraor-
dinary prayer, for the enlargement of the Redeemer’s king-
dom : than which nothing can be a more certain harbinger
of fuccefls. Let us perfift, and we fhall prevail. Pray ye
for the peace and increafe of the church, they baf/ profper
that love her.  Ye that mention the name of the Lord keep
not filence youriclves, nor let him reft in filence, until he
eitablifh, and until he render Jerufalem a praife in the earth.

The SocreTy teok its rife in the following manner :

IN the year 1751, at a Minifters” meeting at Clipfone, in
Nortkarsptenfbive, ufter two difcourfes had been preached

by
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by Brother Sutcljff and Brother Fuller, on Fealoufy for the Lord
¢f Hofts, and The pernicious influence of Da’ay ; a query was
propofed by Brother Carey, If it were not pratticable, and
our bounden duty to artempt fomewhat toward fpreading the
gofpel in the Heathen world? As the public fervice had
been attended with more than ordinary {olemnity, fo this
confultation was managed with a gocd degree of ferious and
carnet concern to exert ourfelves for the propagation of the
kingdom of our Lord. But the principal thing then
agreed upon, was, to defire Brother Carey, upon whofe mind
the fubject had been laid with peculiar weight for a confider-
able time, to draw up his thoughts concerning it. and pub-
lith them.— At the next affociation of the Baptft churches at
Oatklam, Junc 16, 1791, it was defired by the minifters who
had been prefent at Clipffane, that Brothers Sutcliff and Fuller
would print their{ermons, mentioned above ; with which re-
qucft they complied. Some months after, Brother Cerey
printed his pamphlet, entitled, 4n Enquiry into the Obligations
of Chriffians to ufe Means for the Converfion of the Heathen, {5'c.
At the next annual meeting of the aflociation at Nottingham,
May 31, 1792, the fubje¢t was revived, and a refolution
made, That a plan be prepared againft the next Minifters’
meeting at Kettering, for forming a Baptif} fociety for propagat-
ing the gofpel among the Heathen. And Brother Carey gene-
voufly engaged, that whatever profits might arife from his
Iate publication, fhould be devoted to the ufe of fucha fociety :
Accordingly at the Minifters’ meeting at Kettering, Oct. 2,
1792, after the public fervices of the day were cver, the
minifters retired to confult farther on the fubjedt, and to lay
at leaft a foundation for a fociety ; when the following refo-
lutions were propofed and unanimoufly agreed to:

Refolutions at a meeting of Minilters of the Particular Baptift
denomination, held at Kettering, in Northamptonfhire, Ot
2, 1792.

1. Defirous of making an effort for the propagation of the
gofpel amongft the Heathen,agreeablyto what isrecommended
in Brother Carey’s late publication on that fubject, we, whoie
names appear in the {ubfequent fubfeription, do folemnly
agree to act in fociety together for that purpofe.

2. As in the prefent divided ftate of Chriftendom, it
feems that each denomination, by exerting itfelf {feparately, i3
moft likely to accomplith the great ends of a miihon, it is
agreed, that this fociety be called, The Particular Baptifi
Society for propagating the Gofpel amongft the Heathen.

3. As fuch an undertaking muft needs be artended with

Aag expente,
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expenfe, we agree immediately to open a fubfeription for
the above purpofe, and te recommend it to others.

4. Every perfon who fhall fubfcribe ten pounds at once,
or ten fhillings and fixpence annually, fhall be confidered as
a member of the fociety.

5. That the Rev. Meffrs. John Ryland, Reynold Hogg,
William Carey, John Sutcliff, and Andrew Fuller, be ap-
pointed a committee, three of whom fhall be empowered to
adt in carrying into effeét the purpofes of the {ociety,

6. That the Rev. Reynold Hogg be appointed treafurer,
and Rev. Andrew Fuller fecretary.

#. That the fubfcriptions be paid in at the Northampton
Minifters’ meeting, O&. 31, 17923 at which time the fub-
jet fhall be confidered more particularly, by the committee
and other fubferibers who may be prefent.

Signed, John Ryland, Reynold Hogg, John Sutchiff, A.
Fuller, Abraham Greenwood, Edward Sharman, Jofhua
Burton, Samuel Pearce, Thomas Blundell, William Heigh-
ton, John Eayres, Jof. Timms; whofe {ubfcriptions in all
amount to 13l. 2s. 6d.

Second Meeting of the Primary Society, at Northampton,
Cctober 31, 1792.

The fecretary chofen at the former meeting, being ill, fent
2 written copy of the former refolutions, with an account of
two new fubfcribers of one guinea, one of which engages to
continue it annually; and alfo information from Brother
Carey, who was likewife prevented from attending, that a
gentleman from Northumberlaid had promifed to fend him
twenty pounds for the fociety, and had engaged further to
fubferibe four guineas annually,

Brother Pearce of Birmingbam gave us information that
having mentioned the bufinefs to his friends, at his return
from the firfk meeting, and preached upon the fubje&, they
were fo {uitably affe@ed with the importance of the affair,
as immediately, without any perfonal application to an indi-
vidual, to ofter their generous contributions, which they
fent by Mr. Pearce to the amount of feventy pounds, which
Lie p2id into the hands of the treafurer.

Our good friends of Birmingham alfo adopted a moft
agreeable plan, of forming a diftinékt fociety in aid of the
miffion, for the purpofe of receiving both occafional contri-
butions, and annual, quarterly, or weekly fubfcriptions, and
to co-operate by every other means in their power with the
primary fociety, in purfuing the grand objeét we have con-
jointly in view.

At
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At this meeting at Northampton, two other friends fub-
fcribed and paid two guineas a-piece, two more one guinea
cach, and another half a guinea, making fix guineas and a
half in all—And {uch members as were prefent of the firft
fubfcribers paid their fubfcriptions into the hands of the
treafurer; who propofed to put the fum now received into
the hands of a banker who will pay intereft for the fame.

The following refolves were paffed :

1. Refolved, That the moft hearty thanks of the primary
fociety are due to the congregation in Cannon-ftreet, Bir-
mingham, for their generous exertions in fo good a caufe.

2. That we cordially approve of the ftep taken by our
friends in Birmingham, in forming an affiftant fociety, to a&t
in conjunétion and union with the fociety begun by the
Northampton and Leiceflerfbire affociation.

3. That if this plan fhall meet with the general or increaf-
ing approbation of the Baptift churches, we fhall rejoice to
find a number of correfponding united focieties formed in
different parts of the kingdom.

4. That Brother Pearce of Birmingham, who was a2 mem-
ber of the primary fociety, and is the delegate from the corre~
{ponding fociety at Birmingham, be confidered as a member
of the: committee.

5. That in order to promote the extenfion of this fociety, it
appears proper to print a brief narrative of its rife, and plan,
accompanied with fome fhort addrefs, and fuch further
additions as fhall be determined upon by a meeting of the
committee at Northampton, Nov. 13, 1792.

Third Meeting of the Primary Society, at Northampton,
November 13, 1792.

After {pending time in prayer, confultation, and revifing
the preceding narrative, &c. 1t was farther refolved,

1. That every correfponding fociety, that fhall be formed
in different diftricts, be invited to fend either two delegates,
to any meeting of the primary fociety, or on¢ delegate who
thall have two votes.

2. That all perfons who may be difpofed to favour the
defign of the fociety be invited to fend their contributions to
the Rev. R. Hogg, of Thrapfion, treafurer; the Rev. 4. Fuller,
of Kettering, fecrétary ; or the Rev. 8. Pearce lecretary to
the correfponding fociety at Birmingham.

3. That the fociety would be truly obliged to any of the
friends of this defign for any hints of information or advice,
forwarded to the treafurer or fecretaries aforefaid.

N. B.
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N.B. The following articles we with to be examined and
difcufled in the moft diligent and impartial manner :~—

‘What qualifications are efpecially requifite in miffionaries ?
What perfons are known, or fuppofed to be, both fuitable
and willing to be employed in this bufinefs ? What advice
fthould be given the miffionaries, or what regulations adopted
concerning them P—Alfo, In what parts of the heathen world
do there feem to be the mcft promifing openings 7 What
information on this head may be obizined from any late
books of travels, or from Chriftian merchants, or from fuch
perfons as would at leaft favour the defign of converting the
Heathen?

4. That it is advifable to appoint an agent in London te
receive fub{criptions.

5. The next meeting of the committee fhall be at the
Minifters’ meeting at drn/by, in Eafter-week, unlefs any in-
terefting circumftances render it expedient for the treafurer
or fecretaries to call one {ooner.

The names of all the fubfcribers will be printed at a future
period, if judged beft.

EXTRACTS
FROM THE PAPERS

OF THE

MORAVIAN BRETHREN.

Account of Brother Samuel Watfon's wifit to the ifland of
Montferrat, i1 the Weflt Indies.

NOV.EM BER qth, 1790, I went from Gracebill, in Antigua,
g to St. Foha’s, and about eleven in the forenéon fet fail for
Montferrat, praying unto our Saviour, to affift me with his gra-
cious prefence in fulfilling my commiffion. After a fafe paffage
of twelve hours we came to an anchor at Phymonzh in Montferrat,
and in the morning 1 went on thove. In the firft converfation I
had with Dr. Y. I gave him, vpon his requeft, a defcription of
our do&rine and conftitution, and of our method of preaching the
gofpel'to the Negroes, My anfwer to Lis queftion, Whether we faw
any fruits of our labours? was confirmed by a gentleman who jult
happened to be prefent, and who has two eilates in _Anzigua.

This raifed his attention, and he immediately expreffed his
earneflt detive, that if any miffionary could be fpaved from Auticua,
he might come to Montferrat, and begin a mifiion unon the fame
footing : For, added ke, our Negroes fand innced of a thorrough

reforma
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reformation. Irom this day forward, during my whole ftay at
Montferrat, 1 lodged at his houfe.  He had trequent vifits from
refpectable men, with many of whom I likewife became acquainted.
During my ftay he declined the invitations of feveral gentlemen,
and invited them to his houfe, being defirous, as he expreffed it,
that others might have opportunity of profiting by editying con-
verfation. Several gentlemen urged me very preflingly to leave
Antigia, where 1 had lived {o long, and to fettle as a miffionary
in Moniferrat.

I was once invited in company with Dr. Y. and another gentle-
man. to the houfe of Mr. B. I found him a very fenfible man, a
lover of the truth, and a zealous promoter of every good caufe.
He beftows great pains upon his Negroes, and wifhes to render
their flavery as comfortable as poflible. This gentleman likewile
offered me his affiftance if we would begin a miflion here. He
promifed to give us land on his eftate, and to provide us board and
lodging in the houfe of his freward, till we were able to build a
houfe for our own ufe ; adding, that he was fully convinced of the
friendly difpofition of many gentlemen on the ifland towards our
miffions. But what caufed me the greateft pleafure was this, that
n walking the ftreets, I was defired by the Negroes to preach to
them ; adding, that they had no body to inftraét them, fince the
Romifh priefts, who had baptized many of them, had been abfent
above three years. I f{aid I was willing to ferve them, if there
were only Negroes who wifhed to hear and to receive the gofpel.
Upon this they fhewed me into the houfe of a Negro, in which 1
fpoke of the love of our Saviour to poor finners. The Negroes
now begged earneftly for a meeting on the following evening, Nov.
1oth. Itherefore chofea place for it in the open air, underalarge
tamarind tree, and here I fpoke with a warm heart to a multitude
of Negroes, white people, and Mulattoes, concermng the grace
and freedom from fin, procured for us by the blood and death of
Jefuson the crofs, for which everlafting thanks and praifes are due
to him, both in lieaven and upon earth, At eight o'clock in the
evening of the 11th and 12th, I preached again, according to the
requeft of the Negroes.  On Sunday the r4th I could not fatisfy
their wifh, becaufe it rained all day long, and my preaching-place
was too wet.  Once a Negro woman, of whom I wanted to buy
{ome oranges in the fireet, gave me the beft the had, but refufed to
accept any money for them, laying, «“ I think rayfelf well paid with
¢ what I heard vefterday at the meetivg. God ftrengthien you, that
¢ you may be able to preach again to us this evening.” I confefs
that in general I was well pleafed with the Negroes in Montferrar;
zad if they had only an opportunity to hear the gofpel, and were
fo happy as to be fupplied with proper teachers, 1 think our
Savicur would receive many an one as the reward of his fufferings
from among them,

Ahout 0020 Negroes are faid to be in Afowiferrat, a finall nume-
ber in comparifon with that in Ausizwa, which 1s faid to be 50,000,

‘I'he
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"The ifland is not fo large, and has higher mountains than Aasigua.
There are many Roman Catholics, even among the white people :
bat thofe with whom I became acquainted, did not feem to poffefs
any enmity againft the other denominations.

I took leave of my worthy friend Dr. Y. with many thanks for
all the kindnefs I had enjoyed in his houfe, and withed him God’s
bleffing in return.

On the 16th of November, at tenin the evening, I left Mont-
ferrat, and after a paflage of twenty-nine hours arrived in Antigua,
at three o’clock in the morning of the 18th. After a fhort ftay
with the Brethren in St. John’s, 1 haftened to my dear Gracehill,
where L arrived at noon.

SamvrL WaTson.

‘We are very forry to add, that this worthy fervant of the Lord
Jefus Chrift is no more amongft us. He entered into the joy of
his Lord, July 11th, 1792. ‘The lofs fuffered through his de-
ceafe is very great.

He had ferved the miffion in Antigua about twenty years, and
during this period fuffered much from illnefs and a tender conftitu-
tion. The Lord was pleafed to call him ta everlalting reft in the
47th year of his age.

The lateff accounts received from feveral Moravian Miffions.

1 8 LETTERS from Tranquebar, datedin January 1792, inform

us, that the three Brethren who failed from Copenhagen for
that place, on the sth of September 1790, arrived there, after a
woyage of feventeen months, fafe and well, to the great joy of all
our Brethren, who had {uffered much anxiety on account of their
long ftay. The fettlement has not been difturbed by the war with
Tippoo Saib fince February 1791, for which the Brethren are truly
thankful to our Saviour. They live in harmony and peace, his
prefence comforting their hearts.

2. Extrad of a leiter from Nazareth in Pennfylvania, &c. containiug
an occount of the wifit paid to the Brethren there by fome Indian
Chiefs and Warriors on their way to Philadelphia.

March 8, 1792, above fifty Indian chiefs and warriors, from the
Six Nations, arrived at Nazareth with their minifter, the Rev.
Mr, Kirkland, their condu&or, interpreter, and a few other white

ple. They were on their way to Philadelphia, being invited
thither by the Prefident and Congrefs of the United States, The
Brethren bid them welcome, and defired them to confider them-
felves as being at home with fome of their beft friends.

Asno Indians have been here for many years, their perfons,
drefs, fingular ormaments, language, and behaviour, attracted the
attention of all the inhabitants.  Some of them were fancifully
equipped. It being cold and fnowy weather, they wore, in ad-

x dition
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dition to their ufual clothing, oofe blankets thrown over their
thoulders. A few of the chiefs had fine cloth coats with red hoods
to draw over their heads; but moft of them wore caps of fkins.
They {feem proud of wearing ornaments of filver in their ears and
noftrils, and lay a powder of a deep vermillion colour very plenti~
fully over their crowns, ¢ars, and temples, having well rubbed thofe
parts with bear’s or deer’s greafe to prevent its falling off. Their
heads were adorned with feathers, and their faces painted with a
variety of colours, by which they acquired a very fingular appear-
ance. When they came to ourinn, their firft care was to warm
their apartments, to dry their blankets, and after fupper they lay
down-quietly on the floor to fleep.

They had with them the ufual accoutrements of Indfan war-
riors; viz. bows and arrows, tomahawks, and [calping.knives,
but few guns. Their tomahawks or hatchets ferve alfo occafion-
ally for tobacco pipes, being ingenioufly bored and fitted for that
purpofe ; and for every day they travel, they make a cut round
the handle. They fpoke different dialeéts or languages, being the
leading men of feveral diftin& tribes or nations,  After taking a
hearty breakfaft of boiled beef and potatoes, during which (as
well as at othertimes) they conduéted themfelves with the greateit
regularity and decency, their minifter, the Rev. Mr. Kurbland,
gave out an hymn of praife to God in the Indian language, which
they {ung in a melodious manner, and with great devotion.
Brother Reichel, minifter of the congregation at Nazareth, having
invited them to come to fee the church, they marched thither in
Indian file, one after the other. Firit they were conduted into 2
{pacious room adjoining the chapel, and each of them prefented
with a pipe, an f\andful of tobacco, fome apples, and a piece of
gingerbread, all which pleafed them much. ~ Their attention was
particularly drawn to fome paintings of our Lord’s fufferings
hanging round the room, which their interpreter explained to
them. After they had taken fome refrefhment, they entered the
chapel. Being feated, the chorus played and fung, ¢ Glory to
God in the higheft, peace on earth, good will towards men ;”
and other pieces of facred mufic, to which the Indians liftened
with apparent fatisfa&tion. Then the congregation prefent {fung
fome verfes of praife and thankf{giving in Enghth, which fome of
the Indians underftood. After a fhort paufe, a feleé company of
them rofe, and jeined their minifter in finging hymns in the fame
ftrain in the Indian language, among which was that beautiful
hymn of Dr. Doddridge, < Jefus ! Ilove thy charming name, &c.”

I cannot exprefs how delighted we were to behold an affembly
of fuch different people, many of whole forefathers falfely mais-
tained, that they were not defcended from one firft parent, now
cordially united to praife their common God and Saviour. It re-
minded me of that approaching blefled period, when every nation,
kindred, tongue, and people, fhall, with one accord, praife the
Lamb that was flain, for ever and ever.

The
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The finging being concluded, an elderly chief, named Peter,
who is much refpeéted among his countrymen, rofe up, and ad-
drefled himfelf in a folemn manner to the leading men of this
town, and to all the inhabitants thereof. He firft thanked that
great Spirit who made and preferved all things, for having thus
far brought them on their journey in peace. He then returned
thanks in the name of his people, for the kind reception they had
met with here, faying, * That they had not only been treated
well, but as friends and brothers, and that they fhould not forget
it.”?  He declared, that-it was a great pleafure to them to fee
our manners and religious worflip, adding, that he believed we
pofleffed the pure oracles. of divine truth concerning the reve-
lation of Jefus Chrift in the world. He then defired us to pray
for them to the great Spirit, who, as he believed, delighted
to dwell in our town, that he would be pleafed to grant them
a fafe journey.—In the courfe of his long oration (which was
interpreted to us by Mr. Kirdland) he often uttered the name of
Jefus, laying at the fame time his hand upon his breaft. Bro-
ther Reichel then addreffed him in return, and told him, that we
were all very glad to fee them, and to have an opportunity of
fhewing them all the friendfhip in our power ; that it was a par-
ticular pleafure to us to find, that fo many of them had embraced
the gofpel of our Iord Jefus Chrift, and that we hoped they
would abide in it. He then wifhed them peace and a good jour-
nev, adding, that our prayers would certainly attend them, &c.
Mr. Kirkland repeated thele words in the Indian language, 2nd
LPeter made a fhort reply, to which all the Indians {ignified their
hearty affent by feveral guttural {founds in their 1anguagc.

This chief Peter is of the Oneida tribe, and in high efteem
among all the Six Nations. Heis renowned for his wildom, mo-
deration, and retentive memory, and is a conftant advocate for
peace. He is {aid to be 76 years of age, though he appears to
be very ftrong and healthy. Onaccount of his. piety, he is always
called Goud Peter, There is a certain dignity in his manner of
delivery which is very ftriking. He addrefled us by the ufual
friendly appellation of Brothers. The Rev. Mr. Kirkland after-
wards aflured Brother Reichel, he was perfuaded that Peter and
many other of his chriftian followers truly believed in Jefus, and
would rather fuffer death than deny the gofpel. After the
{peeches, {everal other anthems were performed, which evidently
pleafed the Indians much. They then got up to view the different
mufical inftruments, and after fatisfying their curiofity, returned
quietly and gravely to their {eats. éuring this time, the vene-
rable chief Peter rofe, and with the utmoit affability and good
humour, fhook hands with all the children, both boys and girls.
The other Indians followed his example, and good humour was
vifible in every countenance ; they were particularly pleafed to
fee boys from fo many different ftates in the academy. This
mark of true civility in the Indians was peculiavly gratifying tcﬁ

2 a,
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all of us, and upon the whole, the reciprocal friendthip fhewn on
this occafion, without any preconcerted formality, left a pleafing
impreflion on old and young, that will not be eafily erafed.

The Indians were then led to fee the whole town. As they
paffed the fingle Brethren’s houfe, an hymn-tune was played upon
the trumpets, and the fingle filters received them in their meeting-
hall, finging hymns, and playing upon the harpfichord to thewr
great fatisfaCtion. After their return to the inm, they prepared
to {et off for Bethlehem, which they intended to reach that night.
About one o’clock they left us in fledges, feemingly much pleafed
with every thing they had feen and heard. They came from a
great diftance, %ome having travelled 41 days before they reached
this place. The oldeft Brethren here fay, that they never re-
member to have feen fo fplendid and refpectable an embally of
Indians. We cannot but add, that in their religious deportment,
in the refpeét they pay to the aged, and in the general temperance
and good order prevailing among them, they are an example to
the white people who call themfelves Chriftans. This company
confifted of 50 Indians, viz. 29 Seneca, 6 Onondago, 3 Tufca-
rora, 2 Cajuga, 8 Oneida, and 2 Mahikander: they arrived at
Bethlehem on the 1oth, and made a ftay of two days.—During
this time, they had a meeting with the Brethren’s Society for
propagating the gofpel among the Heathen, at which the old
covenant made between the Brethren and the Six Nations was
renewed and confirmed. On the 12th, in the afterncon, they
attended a fermon, delivered by Brother E#twein on thefe words :
There is no difference, for all have finned, and come fbort of the glory
of Gody being juffified freely by bis grace, through the redemption
awbhich is in Chrift Jefus, awhom God hath fet forih to be a propitia-
tion through faith in bis blood. Rom. iii. 23, 24, 25.—The Rev.
Mr. Kirkland, the miffionary, having repeated the contents of
the difcourfe, in the Indian language, the above-mentioned
Oneida chief, Peter, rofe, and confirmed thefe words, that all
men were finners, and could not be faved but by faith in Jefus
Chrift, as exallly confiftent with his own experience, when he
received the gofpel 4o yearsago. His difconrfe feemed to make
much imprefion on the minds of his hearers. ' The Indians having
vifited the fchools, begged their miffionary, that a fchool might
alfo be eftablithed in their country for their children,adding, that
this would be the moft effetual means of fubduing the natural
ficrcenefs of the Indians, and inflilling mild and humane difpofi-
tions into the minds of the rifing generation. They feemed
much fatisfied with their reception, and fet out on the 13th for
Philadelphia.

3. From the three Dani/h Wefi-India Iflands, St. Thomas, St.
Croix, and §t. Fan, we have reccived lately more pleafing accounts
than for fome time paft. The drought has ceafed, and the flate of
the poor Negroes is rendered more bearable. They can againcome to
hear the word of God, which continues to thew its divine power, in
callingfinners to the knowledge of a gracious and almighty Saviorr,

who



384 ACCOUNTS OF THE MORAVIAN MISSIONS,

who is able tochange theirhearts, and to deliverthem from the power
of fin. In the year 1791, 222 adults have been baptized. The
pumber of believing Negroes, in the care of the Brethren’s
miffionaries, in all three iflands, is about 8oco, The miffionaries
are filled with renewed hope and confidence, that by the power-
ful help and bleffing of our Saviour, ftill many thoul};nds of thefe
poor people will be gained, asthe reward of the travail of his foul.

4. The three Brethren, going to the Cape of Good Hope, to re-
new the miffion among the Hottentots, failed from Amflerdam on
the z5th of June, on board the Duifge, Capt. Oblboff. They were
driven into the Downs by blowing weather, and proceeded thence
on the 21ft of July, all well.

5. The laft letters from Surinam, in South America, were dated
April 27th, 19792. They inform us of the health of all the miffi-
onaries in all places. In Paramaribo, fifteen Negroes have been
baptizedin 1791. 'The free Negroesin the high lands were vifited
by the Brethren Wiez and Randt, from Bambey, in December
1791, and March 1792. They both perceived, with joy, that
the gofpel was more welcome than formerly. Twenty baptized
free Negroes lived with the miffionaries in Bambey, at the clofe of
the year 1791. At Hoop, on the river Corentyn, in the Indian
country, anew awakening appears among the native Indians ; 108
of the baptized have left their roving life, and live with the mif-
fionaries—and 77 are yet fcattered in different places.

6. The laft letters€rom S, Kitt's are dated on the 24th and 28th
of July. The new chapel at Baffeterre is, at all opportunities,
filled with attentive hearers, and the miffionaries preach the gofpel
at four different places in the country, with an abiding blefling.
‘The Negroes belonging to their congregation come from thirty-
nine plantations.—Of thefe 624 are baptized, or candidates for
baptilm ; and about 300 new people have defired to have their
names written down, wifhing to be remembered by the miffionaries.
T'he grace and blefling of God attends the courfe of that miflion,
and peace and love prevail among his fervants.

7. The miffion in Antigua continues to be blefled by the Lord
with a conftant increale in number, and in grace and in the
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift, which becomes
evident in the walk and converfation of the believing Negroes.
From Eafter 1791 to Eafter 1792, 640 were baptized in St. John’s
and Gracehilll. A third fettlement is much withed for by the
miffionaries.

At prelent there ave 135 Brethren and Sifters engaged in the
fervice of the miflions abroad, and about the fame number of
widows, children, and fuperannuated miffionaries, who are {up-
ported by the committee appointed by the {fynod of the Brethren
to manage the affairs of the miffions, or by the Brethren’s Society
for the furtherance of the gofpel in London.

EX-
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EXTRACTS

From the American Affociation Letters, &c. and from
the perfonal Correfponderce between the Englifb and the
American Brethren.

THE Dover AssoctAtion mef at the Diamond meeting-
houfe in-Effex county, Virginia, 179o. Saturday, O&ober 9,
at noon, Elder Lewis Lunsford, purfuant to @ppointment, preach-
ed the introdu@ory fermon, front Ifaiah, i. 25, 26. And I will turr
my hand upon thee; and purely purge away thy drofs, and take away
all thy tin: And I will refore thy judges as at the firft, and thy
counfellors as at the beginning : Afterward thou fbals be called, The city
of righteoufnefs, the faitbfuf city.

Divine {ervice was fill continued out on the ftage, and the mef-
fengers convened in the meeting-houfe. Prayer then being made,
letters from 27 churches were read, and Elder William Webber
was chofen moderator, Elder Henry ‘I'oler clerk, and Brother
Samuel Templeman, his affiftant. )

Elders William Webber, Reuben Ford, Lewis Lunsford, John
Courtney, and Theodoric Noel, were appointed a committee of
infpetion to arrange the bufinefs before this affeciation.  Elder
Hugh French and Brother Samuel Grefham were appointed a com-
mittee to receive the contribution fent to the affociation fund.

Elders Lewis Lunsford, John Courtney, and Thomas Chifman,
were appointed to preach on the following day, divine fervice to
begin at ten o’clock.

On the Lord’s day both preachers and hearers appeared to be in
the fpirit, and to enjoy a feafon of love,

Monday, O&ober 11. Met again, and after divine fervice
proceeded to bufinefs. The committee of infpeftion gave their
report. The minutes and circular letter from the general commit-
tee were received. The plan of government for the affociation,
which had been partly formed by a committee appointed for that
purpofe, was read, and with amendments received. And it was
recommended that it be entered in the front of the aflociation
book by the fecretary, Elder Ford, appointed to keep the fame.

Elder Henry Toler, purfuant to appointment, brought in the
circular letter to the churches, which was read and approved; it
confifts of fix o&avo pages on the fubject of juffification.

Elders Lewis Lunstord, William Webber, Reuben Ford, and
John Courtney, were appointed meflengers to the next general
committee, to be holden the fecond Saturday in May next, at
Nuckold’s meeting-houfe in Goochland county. Elder Lewis
Lunsford was appointed to write a circular letter to the
churches for next aflociation, upon the {ubje@® of the Covnant
of Grace.

Bbh Agreed
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Agreed that the next affociation be holden at Kingfton meets
ing-houfe the fecond Saturday in next Oftober, and that Elder
Lewis Lunsford preach the introductory fermon, and in cafe of
failure, Elder John Shackleford.

The fame AssociaTionN was holden at the Kingfton meetings
houfe, in Matthews county, Virginia, 1791.

Saturday, O&ober 8. At noon Elder Lewis Lunsferd, pur-
fuant to appointment, preached the introdutory fermon from
Rev. ix. 2. And he opened ithe bottomlefs pit 5 and there arofe a
fmoke out of the pit, as the fmoke of a great farnace; and the fun and
the air awere darkened by reafon of the fmoke of the pit.

The meffengers convened in’ the meeting-lioufe, and prayer
being made, letters from 27 churches were read.

Therc were but 13 of thefe Societies which gave an account of
their numbers; 12 of them contain 2316 members, and one of
the 13 churches has no lefs than §96 members.

Elder William Webber was chofen moderator, Elder Henry
Toler clerk, and Brother Andrew Broaddus, his affiftant.

Elder Lewis Lunsford, who was appointed laft affociation to
write a Circular Letter on the Covenant of Grace, having failed
doing it, 13 requelted to prepare one for next affociation on that
fubjeét ; and to write the prefent Circular Letter as he fhall think

roper.
P Elders James Hutchifon, William Webber, and Lewis Lun{-
ford, were chofen to preach on the following day.—Divine fervice
to begin at nine o'clock, A.M.

Had a comfortable meeting on the Lord’s Day.

Monday, O&tober 10. Met, and after divine fervice proceeded
to bufinefs.

The Circular Letter by Elder Lunsford was read and ap-
proved.
 Elders Lewis Lunsford, William Webber, Henry Toler, and
Reuben Ford, were appointed meflengers to the next General
Committee, to be holden at the T'omahawk meeting-houfe, Chefter-
field, the fecond Saturday in May 1792.

Agreed that the next aflociation be at Druington meeting-
houfe, in King and Queen county, the fecond Saturday in O&ober
1792 ; and that Brother Andrew Broaddus preach the introduc-
tory {fermon, or in cale of failure, Elder John Courtney.

The Circular Letter to the Churches fays, that the meeting
was large, and attended with great peace and harmony ; and that,
taking all things together, the hopes and expectations of the
Brethiwen were greatly raifed with the appearance of a general {pread
of the Gofpel: To which grand event every thing feems gradually
tending.

The Warren Association (Maflachufett’s) held at the
Baptift meeting-houfe in Harvards 1792.
"Tue{day,
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Tuefday, September 11. At two o’clock, P.M. Brother Maxcy,
necording to appointment, preached the introdu@ory fermon, from
Rev. 1. 16, And he bad in bis right hand feven Slars: and cut of
his mouth avent a fharp two-edged fword.

. Brother Noah Alden, moderator, and Brother Jofeph Grafton,
clerk.

Read the letters. o

There are, including #ar/ificld, which was reccived this {effion,
forty churches in this convention, 3556 members—increafe in
thirty-nine of the churches, the paft year, 234.

Sermon in the evening by Brother Pecken, from 1 Thefl. 1. 5.

Wednefday, Sept. 12, Received minutes from the Philadelphia
and Stonnington aflociations ; Ztters from the Woodftock, New
Hampthire, and Bowdoinham aflociation 3 letters and minutes from
Charlefton, Vermont, and Shaftfbury affociations, and from the
Baptift General Committee of Virginia.

Read, and approved, the circular letter prepared by Brother
Baldwin.

The church in Colerain, finding it more convenient to meet
with the Shaft{bury aflociation, requefled to be difmiffed for that
purpofe ; voted, to grant theirrequeft. The churchin Rehoboth,
and Southington, having, for a number of years, negle€ed fend-
ing either letter or'meflengers to the affociation; voted, that we
eonfider them as not belonging to this body. The fisft Baptiit
church in Newport, at their requeft, is left out of the minutes.

Entered on bufinefs relative to the education fund *. ‘The VIlth
article, which confines the education of all thofe who fhall re-
ceive affiftance from this inftitution, to Rhode-Ifland College, was
objeéted to by the church at Newton. After a candid and deli-
berate converfation upon the point, voted, that the VIIth article
of the Baptif} education fund be erafed. Proceeded to the choice of
Truftees; agreeable to the plan introduced the laft year, ¢ So
many of the Baptift Fellows of Rhode-Ifland Collegs, who are
members of churches, fhall be Truftees of this charity ; the re-
maining number fhall be ele¢ted (by ballot) by the Warren affo-
ciation.”” Of that defcription were five, viz, Do&or Stillman,
Meflrs. Hewekiah Smith, William Williams, Jonathan Maxcy, and
Robert Rogers. The remaining feven were chofen by the aflo-
ciation, and are as follow : Meflrs. Ifaac Backus, jofeph Grafion,
Noah Alden, Thomas Baldwin, Thomas Green, George Robin-
fon, and Ifaiah Parker. Voted, that Dr. Stillman, Mr. Backus,
Mr. Baldwin, Mr. Green, and Mr. Grafton, be a committee to
whom any perfons, or churches, aggrieved, by being zaxed to other
denominations ¥, may apply for advice. Receivedand read a letter,

figned

* Sce page 292 of the Regifier.

+ A while fince I received fome pleafing accounts from feveral of the
American Baptift churches, mingled with comploints of their being taxed by
otber denominations, and immediately forwarded the packet to Dr. Prics, con-

B b 2 jc&uring_.

5
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figned by feven refpeable minifters belonging to the Shaftfbury
and Vermont affoctations, containing ¢ A propofal fer a General
Committee, to be compofed of delegates fent from each Baptift
affociation in New-England; and if this aflociation thould ap-
prove the propofition, they may appoint the time and place for
their firft meeting. It is fuppefed that fuch a committee would
fave much riding and expenfe to all the affociations ; for it would
{uperfede the neceffity of fending meflengers from one aflociation
to another ; and would be a place of general information and com-
munication.””  Efpecially, it would be a great mean of colle@ing
materials for the Baptiff Aunual Regifler, publifhing by Brother
Rippon. From thele confiderations, and others that might be
mentioned, which we view as tending greatly to promote religious
knowledge ; voted, that this aflociation approve the propofal for a
General Commitice § and that the town of Adams, in this Common-
wealth, be the place, and the laft Wednefday in June 1793, the
time, of their firlt meeting. Alfo voted, That our Brethren Ifaac
Backus and Jofeph Grafton be our delegates to the General
Committee. Appointed meffengers to the correfponding affo-
ciations—{upphies for deftitute churches—and Brother Maxcy to
write the Circular Letter for next year. Voted to hold our next
affociation at Attleborough, the Tucfday after the firft Wednefday
in September 1793, Brother Green to preach ; and if he fails,
Brother Baldwin. Concluded by prayer. Sermon in the afternoon
by Brother Robinfon; and ene in the evening by Brother
Roots.

jeGturing, thathis opinion, if obtained, would he more Likely to influence the
conduél of the Tranfatlantic perfecutors than any thing that could be faid by
any other man in Great Britain.—Having read the letters, he returned the
following anjwer :

¢« Drar Sir,

# 1 am obliged to you for the papers and letters...There are fome parts of
them with which I am much pleafed ; but what is intimated in them, con-
cerning an attempt to oblige the Baptifls to contribute towards fupporting
a religious worfhip, from which they diflent, gives me much concern. xo-
THING CAN BE MORE INCONSISTENT WITH RELIGIOUS LIBERTY, and it is
allo contrary to the dzclaration of rights avbich forms the foundation of the Maffu-
chufett's conflitution. 1 thall be in London on Tuclday, and fhall call at Mr.
Dilly’s about two o'clock, and fhould you happen to be there 1 fhall be glad
to meet you. With all good withes I am, your's, Ricnarp Price.”

In virtue of this billet one of our Senior Minifters and I fpent an hour with
the Doctor, in Mr. Dilly’s dining-room. He quite entered into the fubject
on which we met, and gave it as his decided opinion, * That for one denc-
mination of Chriftians to tax another, without their confent, to fupport a
religion of which they did not approve, was a ipecies of the moft horrid
tyranny, as much refleing on the wifdom as on the goodnefs of its
abettors.”

That this mode of oppreffion, peculiarly iniquitous and deteftable, fhould
be even fo much as beard of at this time of day, and efpecially in Amertca,
is almeft incredible, and muft be for a lamentation to every difinerefied perfon.

EpiTor.

The
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The Dawsury AssociatioNn (Conneéticut) held in New-
Hartford, 1792.

September 1gth. Elder Seth Higby delivered the introduc-
tory fermon from John, iil. 3. Fefus anfwered and [aid unto him,
Verily, werily, I fay unto thee, except a man be born again he cannot
See the kingdom of God.

Elder Adam Hamilton, moderator; Deacon Samuel Heart,
clerk.

Letters from the churches in our conneion and correfponding
affociations were read, which afforded us matter of agreeable in-
telligence.

The fecond church in Wallingford was cordially received into
our- fellowthip the prefent year. )

Appointed Brethren to write to the Shaftfbury, Stonington,
New-York, and Fhiladelphia aflociations.

Public worthip this evening in various parts of the vicinity.

Sept. 2oth. Sermen by Elder Samuel Waldo from John,
xiv. 6. 1 am the way.

Letters to the correfponding affociations were read and ap-
proved. .

Appointed meflengers to the affociations in our conneétion.

The Circular Letter written by Elder Calvin Hulbert, on the
offers and invitations of the Gofpel, was read, approved, and voted
to be printed with our minutes.

ucftions prefented by different churches were difcufled and
anfwered ; and fupplies for deftitute churches appointed.

Our next annuaf meeting to be held at the Baptift meeting-
houfe, in Southington, on the third Wednefday in September next
at one o’clock, A.M.

Elder Reots to preach the introdu&ory fermon; in cafe of failure,
Elder Hattings.

Elder Hamilton to write the Circular Letter for the next year.

The PuiLapeLrH1A AssociaTiow, held at Philadelphia, 1792.

Tuefday, O&ober 2. At three o’clock, P. M. The Rev. Dr.
William Rogers delivered the introdutory fermon, from Philip-
pians, iii. 8. Yea, doubtlefls, and I count all things but lofs for the
excellency of the knowledge of Chrifft Fefus my Lord.

After worfhip proceeded to bufinefs.—Rev. Ifaac Skillman was
chofen moderator, and the Rev. Burgifs Allifon clerk.

Letters from thirty-fix churches were read—increafe of mem-
bers forty-two. Eight other churches were enrolled, from which
no intelligence was received—in all forty-four churches, including
Sideling-bill and Weff Creek, both of which were admitted this
aflociation.

Wedne{day, October 3. Two letters were read from the
Warwick aflocration for the years 1791 and 1792, the former not
having come forward laft vear; which aflociation, according to
their requeft, was received by their meflengers Rev, Thomas Mon-

Bb3 tanye
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tanye and Benjamin Pelton, as a correfponding affociation. A let~
ter was alfo read from the New-York affociation, requefting union
and correfpondence with us, which was unanimonily agreed to.

Letters were received, and read, from the aflociations of Charlef-
ton, Shaftfhury, Warren, and Danbury—and printed mirdutes
from thofe of Warwick, New-York, Warren, Charleton, Kehukee,
Bethel, and Portfmouth, Virginia,

Brethren were appointed to write to the correfponding affo-
ciations.

The Circular Letter was read.

Mr. Smalley was appointed to write the Circular Letter for the
enfuing year.

Thur{day, O&ober 4. The committee appointed to revife the
Circular Letter written by Brother Jothua Jones, on the gffurance
of Grace and Salvation, approved the fame, and made their report.

Quertes from feveral churches were anfwered. The churches
of Mount Bethel and Lyons Farms, requefted a difmiffion from
this_ affociation to join that of New-York, as being more con-
venient.

Letters written to the correfponding aflociations were read and
approved.

Elders Patten, Clingan, and Vaughan, agree to travel for three
months in the enfuing year, about Juniata and the Weft Branch of
Sufquehana, to preach the gofpel to the deftitute ; and this affo-
ciation recommend that a fufficient fum be fubfcribed by the
churches, and paid immediately into the hands of Col. Samuel
Miles, to bear their expenfes.

In anfwer to a letter received from fome deftitute perfons at
Niagara, it is recommended to fuch of the miniftering Brethren
as have it in their power to pay them a vint.

T'his evening Brother Roots preached from Heb. ii. 3.

Friday, attended to certain difficulties fubfifting in the Pitt’s
"Fown church.

Appointed fupplies for the church of Kmgwood.

Dr. Jones, agreeably to a refolve. of laft year, brought in an
abftra¢t from the minutes of the preceding years. The next
affociation to meet in Philadelphia, on the firlt Fuefday in Oétg-
ber, A. D. 1793.

Brother Skillman to preach the introduory fermon, and, in
eafe of failure, Brother David Jones.

Rev. Mr. Montanye preached in the evening.

Rev. Curtis GiLBERT, of Roxbury, died m the year paft.

The Bowpoinuam AssociatioNn (Maffachufett’s) held at
Bowdoin, 1792.

Wednefday, Oéober 3. At one o’clock, P. M. Elder Ifaac
Cafc preached the introdu&tory fermon, from Matt. ix. 38. Pray
32 therefore the Lord of the harvef, that he will fead forth labourers
inte Fis harvefl.

Brother.
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. Blzother Cafe was chofen moderator, and Brother Jothua Young,
clerk.

Read letters from the churches. Five churches were received
into union this year, viz. No. Four, Lewiftown, Winthrop, Ster-
ling, and Mifcongus Ifland.

Sermons in the evening in different parts of the town, by Elder
Smith and Brother Cufhman.

Thur{day, OGober 4. Read, revifed, and adopted, the circular
l(c;tt;r prepared by Brother Flagg, on the right reading the Word of

od.

Chofe Elder Ifaac Cafe to prepare a letter for next year.

Agreed on fupplies for deftitute churches.

Voted, that this affeciation be held in Winthrop, the 4th Wed-
nefday in Auguit, at one o’clock, P.M. 1793. Brother Woed-
ward concluded by prayer.

THE STATES
IN WHICH SOME DENOMINATIONS TAX OTHERS.

—— As you defire to know how our American States do
refpeting taxes * for the minifters of religion, I will give you a
diftin& account :

New Hampfbire fupports minifters by taxes, and allows the
fame power to Bapsiff miniflers as to others. The Maffachufests
continue the ufe of force for congregational miniflers, but this power
isdaily growing weaker, and I truft they muft foon give 1t up,
and {o muft Conne&icut, ]

Rhode Ifland, New Ferfey, Pennfylvania, and Delaware, never
did fupport their minifters by taxes; and New York, Maryland,
Virginia, the two Carolinas, and Georgia, now do fo no longer.
All the remains of their epifcopal eflablilhment in New Zord,
Maryland, Virginia, the Carolinas, and Georgia, are the minifterial
lands which are yet held by epifcopal minifters ; but they have no
power to tax any who do not choafe them; and the Baptifts in
Virginia are vigoroufly endeavouring to have thefe lands {old for
public ufes, and to have the epifcopal places of worfhip free for
all preachers whom the people chufe. The report ¢ That our
States oblige all people to contribute fome part of their property
toward the {upport of public worfhip, in fome way or other,” hath
no truth init; only in New Hampfoire, Majachufetts, and Conrec-
ticuty unlefs there 1s {fomething of it in Permont, which is now a

diftin& State, and has, I think, given up the practice.
* Sce page 387 of the Regifter.

Bb@ TY 8
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THE
COMMENCEMENT
AT THE

BAPTIST COLLEGE,

PROVIDENCE, RHODE-ISLAND,

1792.

ON Wednefday, September §5, the anniverfary Commencement
of Rhode-Ifland College was celebrated.

The proceffion, at half paft ten o’clock, moved from College-
hall, in the ufual order, to the Baptit mgeting-houfe, where,
after an introdultory prayer by the Rev. Dr. Stillmaa, the follow-
ing exercifes were performed, viz.

1. Salutatory oration, in Latin, and ap Englith oration on the
French revolution—by Bildad Barney.

2. An oration on the advantages of good government—by
Paraclete Tew.

3. A Greek differtation on the effeéts of luxury—by Richard
Stites.

4. An oration-on the rife and progrefs of aftronomy—by Wil-
liam W. Folwell.

5. A difpute on the juftice and policy of emancipating the
flaves in America—by William V. King, Eli Smith, and Peter
O. Alden.

6. An oration on the improvement of the mind—by Ebenezer
Withington.

7. An oration in ¥rench an air-balloons—by David Leonard.

8. A differtation on profecuting the war with the Indians—by
Elijah Dix Green.

9. An oration on the theatre—by Thomas Cranflon Hazard.

This concluded the exercifes of the forenoon.

The proceffion then proceeded to the Chancellor’s houfe ; and
at three o’clock they returned to the meeting-houfe.

In the afternoon the following exercifes were performed :

1. An oration recommending Rhode-Ifland College to the
patronage of the State—by Jabaziah Shaw.

2. An oration on the wealth of nations—by Nzthaniel
Hazard.

3. An oration on the eftablifiment of focieties in America—
by George Larned.

The degree of Bachelor in the Arts was then conferred on the
following young gentlemen, viz.

Peter
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Peter Oliver Alden, Bildad Barney, Thomas Murray Clark,
$Wiliam Watts Folwell, Elijah Dix Green, Thomas Cranfton
Hazard, Benjamin Hazard, Nathaniel Hazard, William Vernon
King, George Larned, David Leonard, George Jaffrey Patten,
Jahaziah Shaw, Eli Smith, Richard Stites, Paraclete Tew, and
Ebenezer Withington,

Mr, Philander Shaw, A, B. of Harvard, was admitted ad
eundem. :

And the degree of Mafter in the Arts was conferred on the fol-
lowing gentlemen, Alumni of this college, viz.

Rev. Micaiah Porter, Dr, Philip Paddleford, James Fenner,
Efq. Dr. Jeremiah Brown Howell, Mr. John Clark Nightingale,
Mr. Nicholas Power, jun. Mr. Paul Draper, and My Edward
Richmond.

Rey. john Crane, A. B, of Harvard, was admitted to the de-
gree of Mafter in the Arts.

Mr. Leonard White, A. M, of Harvard, was admitted ad
eundem.

James Brown, Efq, A. M, of Harvard, was admitted ad
eunden. .

The honorary degree of Mafter of Arts was conferred on the
following gentlemen, viz. Mr. John Francis, Rev. Jothua Crofby,
of Greenwich, in the county of Hampthire, Maffachufetts—Rev.
Thomas Dun{combe, of Coate, Oxfordthire, in England—Rev.
John Fawcett of Hebdenbridge, Yorkfhire, in England—Rev.
Benjamin Francis, of Horfley, Gloucefterthire, in England—Rev.
Richard Furman of Charlefton, South-Carolina.

The degree of Do&or of Divinity was conferred on the Rev.
John Rippon, of London—Rev. John Ryland, jun. of North-
ampton, in England, and Rev. Benjamin Fofter, of New-York.

The degree of Doéor of Laws was conferred on the Rev.
Perez Fobes, of Raynham, Mr. Benjamin Wetft, of Providence,
and the Hon. Alezander Hamilton, Secretary of the Treafury of
the United States.

A charge + was then given to the graduates, by the Hon.
David Howell, Efg. who officiated as Prefident for the day.

Then followed the valediGtions, and an oration on the pleafures
of the imagination—by Thomas Murray Clask.

A prayer by the Rev, Dr. Stillman concluded the exercifes.

The governor’s company of light-infantry, in a new and elegant
nniform, commanded by Colonel Whipple, performed the military
duties of the day, and made a very foldier-like and handfome ap-
pearance.

The exercifes of the day were enriched by an excellent band of
mufic procured at the expence of the graduates.

t If this charge had come to hand it would have been inferted in the
Regifter, Ep1ToR.

The
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The young gentlemen performed their parts in fuch a manner as
refle€ted great honour on themfelyes, as well as thofe who have had
the care of their inflruétion ; and from which we anticipate their
future ufefulnefs.

A large and brilliant affembly exhibited in a firiking manner
the opinion the citizens entertain of the importance of education.

At a meeting of the Corporation of the college on Thur{day,
Sep. the 6th, the Rev. Jonathan Maxcy, Paftor of the Baptit
church in Providence, and Profeffor of Divinity in the college,
was eleCted Prefident of the cellege pro tempore; and the Hon.
Benjamin Bourn, Efq. waseleCied a truftee of the college.

Tuefday, Sep. the 4th, was ordained in Providence, the Rev.
Peter Philanthropos Roots. ‘The Rev.Dr,Stillman preached on the
occafion from 2z Cor. iv. 7. The other gentlemen who officiated,
were the Rev. Meffrs. Williams of Wrentham; Green of Cam-
bridge ; Grafton of Newton ; and Maxcy of Providence.

To the Rev. Joun Rippon.

VERY DEar Sir, Middleborough, Nov. §, 1792.
AM once more fet down to communicate to you fome ac-
counts of the mercies of God to our finful land.

I {ent you, laft fpring, a concife hiftory of our affociation, in-
cluding fome account of the Baptift church in Woodfloct in Con-
nelizut 3 to which I may now add, that a happy revival of religion
was granted among them laft winter, which prevailed fo far that
two new churches were formed, partly out of it, and paftors have
been ordained in each of the three churches; Mr. Samuel Welficr
was ordained in the eold church, June zoth ; Mr. Dariel Bolion,
in the eaft part of AfBferd, June 27th; and Mr, Amos Wells, in
the fecond church in #Wosdflock, Avguft 9, 1702, The number of
members in the firft church you will have in our minutes ; the
numbers of the others I have not obtained ; but I know each of
their pattors, and efteem them all as found in the faith, men who
are earneftly concerned fur the iutereft of vital and pra@ical re-
ligion among mankind. I Lave alfo to inform you, that a power-
ful vifitation of the Spirit of God was granted in Plainfield, in
Connelticut, in the fummer paft, which produccd the hopeful con-
verfion of a confiderable number of people, as well as quickening
and comfort to many who knew the truth before. In my late
journey to Norwich 1 preached among them twice, and heard
feveral of them give the reafon of their hope to good fatisfation.
‘Twenty-five perfons were baptized in Plainfie/d fince laft July, and
a Baptift church was confiituted there, Qétober 16, 1702, to
whom Mr. Nathaniel Cole preacheth, who was ordained i the
fecond. church in Swenfa, as an itincrant minifter. All thefe
four churches are in the county of Windham.

I would alfo obferve, that on the fea thore, between Plymounib
and Boffon, for forty miles, the great revival of religion in our
3and, filty years ago, was generally oppofed by all therr minifters

and
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and a great majority of their people, and in moft of the towns
zhey are ftill of the fame difpofiticn ; but there have been a few
Baptifts in Mar/bfield, for fifty years paft, who joined themfelves
to the Baptift churches in Boffon; and about nineteen “years aga
I was invited to preach in that place, as others of my Brethren
were foor after ; anda fteady meeting for worfhip hath been kept
up among them a great part of the time fince. In the year
1786 a Baptift meeting was fet up in Pembroke, but in the next
year they joined in meeting with the people at Marfbfield, and a
church was formed there June 11, 71788, and they built a conve-
nient houfe for worthip in the year following, apd in 1791 a freth
vevival of religion was %ranted among them, which encouraged
them to invite Mr. Tofeph Butterfield to come and preach to them
through the winter following. He firft preached there in Oétober
1791, and his labours were fo acceptable that he was called to be
their paftor, and was folemnly fet apart to that office, May 16,
1792, by affiftance from their fifter churches of Boffon, Camlbridge,
Neaton, Braintree, Middleborough, Bridgwater, and Carver.
The eaftern parts of New England, in the diftri& of Mairne,
have been the moft deftitute of public worthip of any part of this
country, from its firft plantation ; but in Oftober 1781, a man
near Kennebeck river met ivith a remarkable change (as defcribed
in our hiftory, vol. IL p. 392z, 394), and his labours, with others,
were a means of the hopeful converfion of many, and fome of them
were led into the doétrine of believers bapti{fm who had never {een
a Baptift Minifter, and they fent fifty miles for one to baptize
them : As I received an account of thefe things in a letter from
thence, I read it to Brother Jfaac Cafe, of Rebo%alé, who had been
newly called into the work of the miniftry; and, after fome
months confideration, he was {o fully convinced of his duty to go
into thofe parts, that he was ordained for that purpofe, Septem-
- ber 10, 1783, and {et out direétly, and was favoured with a great
blefling on his labours, in Harpfwel, Thomaffon, and other places ;
and a Baptift church was conftituted at Bowdbinham, May 24, and
one at Thomaflon, May 27, 1784. Brother Macomber, who went
from our church, was ordained paftor of the firft of thefe churches,
Auguft 18,1784 ; and Brother Cefe fettled with the other, which
increafed to an hundred members in lefs than two years. A Bap-
tift church was formed at Harpfavel, January zo, 1785; Elder
Fames Potter was ordained there as an itinerant minifter, O&ober
5, 1785 ; and as he was inftrumental of beginning the reforma-
tion in thofe parts (as is before mentioned), fo he continues
a father among thofe churches to this day. A frefh revival was
granted two Yyears ago, and ten, if not more, Baptift churches
have been conftituted fince, in the counties of Cumberland,
Lincoln,and Hancock alone ; and when I laft heard from thence, the
work flill prevajled. O that we might all be fiirred up rightly
to improve thefe heavenly favours!
Dear Sir, in this requeft you will doubtlefs join with your
fellow-labourer in the Gofpel of Chyift, ISAAC BACKTUS.

5 AMERICAN
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MINUTES
OF

THE THREE
PARTICULAR BAPTIST ASSOCIATIONS,
In the PrincirariTY of WALES,

I the year 1792.

SOUTH-EAST ASSOCIATION.

INUTES of the aflociation held at Bethefda, Monmouth-
thire, on the sth, 6th, and 7th days of June.

Met Tuefday evening. Brother D. Williams iutroduced the
opportunity by prayer; then Brother J. Richards prayed, and
preached frem Zech. ii. 4, 5, and concluded the fervice.

Met Wednefday at nine; Pfalm cxxii. was read, then the
Brethren J. Evans, J. Jones, M. Evans, and Miles Edwards pray-
ed ; Brother Timothy Thomas preached from John, xiv. 6. ; and
Brother B. Frincis preached in Englith from Phil. i. 6. Praifes
were {ung feveral times, and Brother D.Hughes concluded by
prayer- Adjourned for a fhort time. '

The next opportunity was intreduced by finging ;3 Brother D.
Powell prayed, and Brother Enoch Francis predached in Englith,
from 1 Cor. ix. 16. After ﬁnging, Brother David Evans, of Maef.
y-berllan, preached from Ifa. liv. 4. and concluded by prayer.
Then the letters from the churches were read, which mentioned an
addition to each onme, and gifts appearing in feveral; but that
our efteemed Brother C.Harris, of Abergavenny, was removed
by death. The work of the day concluded in prayer by Brother
D. Oliver,

Met Thurfday ; after finging, Brother T. Evans and Brother
T. Morris prayed. Agreed to encourage the churches to affift
towards the meeting-houfe in Aberhavefy, and fend their collec-
tion by their meflengers to the next affociation.

Next aflociation to be at Llanwenarth, on the firft Wednefday
and Thurfday in June 1793. Brother H. David to preach, orin
cafe of failure, Brother Gabricl Rees. The letters to be read on
Thurfday morning. The whole concluded in prayer by Brother
Edmund Watkins.

Signed by the Moderator,
TIMOTHY THOMAS.

Baptized
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Baptized - - - - - - 169
Reftored - - - - - - 10—179
Dead - - - - . - 28
Exzcluded - - . - 21— 49

——

Increafe this year 130

SOUTH-WEST ASSOCIATION, I17Q2.

MINUTES of the aflociation held at Moleflon, Pembroke-
fhire, June 13th and 14th.

Met Wednefday morning 3 Brother D. Davis ﬁrayed in Welfhs
and Brother Benjamin Evans it Englifli; then Brother Morgan
Rees preached, in Englifth and Welth, from Mat. xvi. 13. and
Brother W. Williams * 1n Englith and Welth, from Pfal. cxiz. 13.;
and concluded in prayer. Adjourned for a thort fpace.

Met again, Brother J. Jones prayed in Welfh, and Brother H.
Evans in Englifh; then Brother J. Reynolds preached, in Englifii
and Welth, from Ifa. xxv. 6. and Brother M. Jones, in Englifix
and Welth, from Mat. xv. 13. They fang at proper intervals, and
the day was concluded in prayer by Brother H. David.

Met Thurfday morning; Brother B. Phillips prayed in Englifh ;
the letters were read from the churches; the various informations
occafioned a mixture of joy and forrow—to our grief we heard
of the death of our Bruther D. Jones. Agreed,

To receive the new church at 7y-cofh (which feparated in peace
from the branch in Priory-fireet, Carmarthen) to be a member of
the aflociation :

To encourage the churches to make a larger colleGtion among
themf{elves towards the Circular Letter, that fomething fimilar to
a {fmall fund may be brought to the affociation, for purpofes that
the convention may judge needful :

That Brother B. Davis, or any other of the Molefton minifters,
be permitted to vifit the churches to receive their affiftance to-
wards defraying the cxpenfe of erclting the meeting-houfe at
Haverfordweft :

To encourage the ¢hurches, at the requeft of Brother M. Rees,
to make a colleétion towards giving the word of the Lord to the
people in France ; and to fend the feveral fums to Mr.Willians, of
Cardigan, to be remitted to thofe who fhall diftribute the French
bibles :

That the next affoctation be at Cwm-dit, in Carmarthenthize,
on the fecond Wednefday and ‘Thurfday in June 1793; the
Brethren, W. Williams, J. Hier, and J. Jones, to preach:

* His civil title, juflly and defervedly, is Efquire.
To



SOUTH-WEST, AND NORTH-~-WALES. 399

To obferve a meeting of humiliation and thank{giving on the
Wednefday month after the affociation. Brother D. Rees then
coucluded the whole by prayer, in Englith and Welfh,

Signed by the Moderator,

MORGAN REES.

Baptized - - - - . 240
Reftored - - - - - 33
Received by letter - - - 2—275%
Dead - - - - - 33
Excluded - . - . 60—93
Increafe this year 182

THE NORTH-WALES ASSOCJATION, 1792,

MINUTES of the affociation at MNewin, Carnarvonfhire,
June 26th, z5th, and 28th.

Met Tuefday at four in the afternoon; the opportunity was in-
troduced by Brother Richard Michael; then Brother James
Evans preached from Pfal. xxxiv. 6.; and Brother Jenkin David
from Rom. x. 4.3 and Drother J. Richards concluded in prayer.
Singing as ufual.

Met about nine o’clock on Wednefday morning; Brother J.
Jones began the folemnity by prayer; then Brother Jothua
Thomas preached from Ifa. xxxii. 20.; and Brother Timothy
Thomas from Eph. i. 18.; and Brother J. Richards from Ifa.
xl. 4, 5.; then Brother John Evans clofed by prayer. Singing
at proper times. Adjourned for a little time.

Met again about two; Brother W, Jenkins began in prayer,
Brother J. Reynolds preached from James, i. 25.; and Brother
Morgan Rees from Ifa. xi. 9. ; and concluded in prayer. Ad-
journed again about an hour or more: Then Brother Thomas
Jones, of Glyn, prayed ; Brother john Rees preached from Ifa,
Li. 7.; and Brother Morris Jones from Luke, xii. 37.; Brother
John Edwards prayed, and the multitude was difmifled. Singing
as ufual. We had occaiion to conclude that tue Lord was ameng
us in his gracious prefence.

Met Thur{day morning zhout nine; Brother N. Lewis prayed,
then the letters from the churches were read; the account in
general was rather comfortable ; fome addition to every church,
minifterial gifts appearing in feveral.  Brother Charles Evars is
{ettled in the mirifterial care at Ebenezer, in. Anglefea. Salem,
in Denbighthire, laments the lofs of their minifter who leaves
them and removes to ancther piace. The letter from the affo-
«lation to the churches was read and aflented to.~Then agreed,

That
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That the church at Street Ifaf, Denbighthire, fhould be ad-

mitted a member of this affociation ;

That Brother R. Michael fhould go to the churches which
had not affifted towards the expenfe of the meeting at Beaumaris,
in Anglefea =

To encourage the churches to fet up a fund among themfclves,
to build meeting-houfes, &c.

To keep a meeting of prayer and thank{giving on the Wednef-
day month after the affociation.

Next aflociation to be at Cefn, Denbighihire, the laft Wednef-
day and Thurfday in June 1793; the Brethren W. Williams,
Benj. Davis, and David Evans, of Maef-y-berllan to preach. The
whole concluded in prayer by Brother J. Reynolds,

Signed by the Mederator,

JOSHUA THOMAS.

Baptized - - - - - 66
Reftored - - - - - 773
Dead - - - - - 9
Excluded - - - - - 20
Dimiffed - - - - - 1—30

Increafe this year - - 43

Bethefda - - - 130
Molefton - - - 182
Nevin - - 43

355 the increafe of the three affociations.

The beginning of the affociation letter gives a general idea of
the faith and pra&ice of the Welth churches -—it reads thus:

¢« The minifters and meflengers of the feveral churches of
Chrift, [in the three Baptift affociations in Wales] owning the only
true God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoft, in infepara-
ble yet diftinguithable union; alfo that [a profeffion of ] faith
precedes baptifm ; and the major part pradlifing the laying on of
hands on the baptized ; all holding the bibleto be our perfe&t
rule of dodrine, praftice, and experience; our light in which,
refpedting particular points, may be feen partly in the confzffion of
Jaith ufvally referred to....To all the churches...pertaining to
thefe affociations . ... Send brotherly falutation.

t 1o nearly the fame words as in 1790.  See Regilter, p. 64. EDITOR,

GENERAL
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GENERAL OBSERVATIONS.

1. IT was agreed that, this year, the fame letter thould be fent
to the three conventions. The fubje® of it is the new command
ment, or the excellency of brotherly love 5 probably it was defigned to
promote harmony and affeétion.

2. Bethefda borders upon England, fo that Englith was necef-
fary there. . In the eaft fide of South-Wales there is always an
Englith fermon at the annual meeting, and generally in the South-
weft. That part of Pembrokefhire about Pembroke town, &c.
has been inhabited by a colony of Englith fome hundreds of
years, who ftill continue their own language. Molefton is aGually
among the Englifh inhabitants; that was the reafon fo much
of the worfhip was in that language. Nevin is in the Weft part
of North-Wales ; it was there quite improper to have any part of
the fervice in Englifh.

3. Itis rather remarkable that in three affociations, confifting
of about forty-fix churches, every church fhould have fome addi-
tion, and each of them fend a meflenger or more, moft of them
two, The addition at Llangloffan alone is 103. May the glory
be ever given to the Author of all grace.

4. The affociations in America are very friendly in fending let-
ters and meflengers from one convention to the other. Thofe in
the Principality have not yet adopted that method, yet fome of
the minifters attend all three affociations. Brother John Jones,
in the North, attended the two in the South, this year and laft
year. The confequence of it lait June was, that feven minitters
trom the South came in a body to the meeting at Nevin. Brother
Timothy Thomas attended, and preached at two of the conven-
tions ; and fo did Brother J. Reynolds, Brother J. Richard, Bro-
ther Morgan Rees, and Brother Morris Jones—thefe all preached
in the South and in the North.

§. For fo many to preach, as did at Nevin the fame day, to be
fure wasuncommon; but in that country feveral of the places of
worfhip are often deftitute; a great multitude affembled, and it
was a remarkably fine day, the preaching was out of door, the
minifters were covered from the fun; the auditory was too nu-
merous for any houfe in the country ; and all thofe who preached
on that day were flrangers who were come a-great way out of love,
and the good people were very defirous to hear them all ; and the
{ermouns, prayers, and finging, were fhort.

N. B. Thefe obfervations were made by the tranflator of the
Minutes, Rev. Fofbua Thomas. Ep:itas.

MINUTES
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MINUTES*

OF AN

ASSOCIATION or GENERAL BAPTISTS,

Holden at Halifax, Yorkfhire,
On Wednefday and Thurfday, May 2d and 3d, 1792.

PUBLIC worfhip began, Wednefday morning, at half paft

ten o’clock., Brother Wirriam BurcEss prayed, and
Brother Smitu preached from 1 Cor. iil. 11.

Afternoon, Brother D. Tavior preached from Phil.
i. 18.

Thurfday Evening, Brother D). Tavior preached from
1 Pet, 1il. 18, )

Wedne{day evening bufinefs began.

Chairman, Dax Tavvronr.

Moderators, Jowatuan ScortTt, and Joun Taviror,
Scrides, Wire, Burcess, and WirL. Pickering,

Clear increafe in the gz + churches, fince the former
Aflociation, 103 members, including Birmingham the ac-
count of which came too late for infertion in the lift,

As the Rev. Mr, Rippon is engaged in publithing a
work, under the title of the Baptift Annual Regifter ; 1t is
agreed that we tranfmit to him the Minutes of our Annual
Aflociations, for his ufe in the above work.

We apprchend it will be of confiderable ufe to our con-
nexion, if our next annual letter have for it’s obje&t, to
demonftrate the utility of Affociations, and, of courfe, the ne-
ceflity of their being properly countenanced by agreat num-
ber of minifters and reprefentatives from all the churches,
We wifh brother John Deacon to undertake this important
bufinefs ; and that he will have it ready, God willing, the
next Affociation.

It is the opinion of this Aflociation, three neuters ex-
cepted, that a Catechifm, fhewing our reafons for noncon-

ormity, and particularly fuited to our connexion, as Gene-
ral Baptifts, is needful, and will be of ufe. Brother John
Taylor produccd one in manufcript, which, being thought
too large, he was unanimoufly defired to compofe a frefh

* The Minutes are Aere abridged. Eprtox:
+ See page 179 of the Regifter,

one,
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one, on a narrower {cale. Brother D. Taylor is alfo una-
nimouily defired to compofe a Catechifm of the fame na-
ture,

The next Affociation to be holden at Hinkley, in Lei-
celterfhire, on Wednefday and Thurfday in Eafter week,
being the gd and 4th days of April, 1793.

I Perfons who attend, may be accommodated at the Ram
nn,
The perfons appointed to preach, are

J- Tavrox, } In cafe of {] Scorr,

D. Tavyior, failurc W, Tuowmrson,
W. BurgEss. ’ T. P1ckeErING.

LETTER 1o tue CHURCHES.

Rom, xii, 1, 2 verfes. * I befeech you, brethren, by the mer.
cies of God, that ye be not conformed to this world.”

Beloved Brethren,

E affured that we, your paftors and minifters, met in
affociation once more, have your {piritual and eternal
welfare really at heart ; and therefore we take the liberty,
with much affe@ion, of addreflicg you on the important
fubje& of worldly conformity : a {ubjeét worthy of an in-
fpired apofile to mention cxprefsly and ftrongly to militate
againft, in an epifile to a famous Chriftian fociety at Rome.
And, if you are well acquainted with the prefent flate of
the Chriftian church, in general, a fubje& you will think
highly neceffary to be treated of, in a circular letter, toa
number of Chriftian churches.

Tt is, therefore, the primary defign of this Ietter, to fet
before you what we underftand by worldly conformity, and
to diffuade you from it.

By worldly conformity, we underftand fuch an agree-
ment with the men and manners of the world, that we
thereby become, in many refpects, one with them, or a&
in conformity to them, and their maxims and examples,
and fo imitate them and follow their pradices, in thofe
things which are finful, either in their own nature, or in
their cenfequences.

cc 2 ‘When
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When a perfon, under a religious profeflion, affociares
with carnal worldly-minded men, and does this out of
choice ; when he, initead of ¢ coming out from among
them,”---feeks for their company, and talks as they talk,
and adls, in a variety of refpélts, as they do ; this perfon
is moft certainly chargeable with a finful conformity to
the world. And it has been often aflerted, that a man
may generally be known by the company he aflociates
with, or chufes to keep.

Again, when fuch a perfon fpeaks the language of the
men of this world, he conforms to the world. If we
keep them company and imitate their language, and
Join with them in idle unprofifable talk, furely we muft
be fo far conformed to them. For, as by the company
he keeps, fo by the language he fpeaks, a man may be
known :—¢¢ For, out of the abundance of the heart, the
mouth fpeaketh.”

Once more, when we are taken with the fafbions of
the world which prevail around us,—when perfons arg
pliable enough to imitate worldly people, not only in af-
fociating with them, and fpeaking their language,—but
alfo in dreffing as they do, and difcover a fondnefs and
forwardnefs in following every novel fafhion, as it be-
comes modifh, however ridiculous modith fathions are,—
nay, however immodeft, foppifh, and foolith they appear ;
—what numbers, and even among profeflors too, are
ready to conform to follow them!

And this is oft done, to the extravagant wafte of time,
and alfo of money, which ought to be laid out and ex-
pended in a very different manner, and to very different
purpofes. And, fhameful to relate, this is the practice,
not only of the rich and opulent, but of many common
farmers and trades-people,—nay, of too many perfons but
in low circumftances, and even down to common la-
bourers and fervants.

How many drefs very unbecoming their ftation and
chara&ers, their fituation and circumftances! And fome
even run into debt, and involve themfelves and their fa-
milies in very great difficulties, from a fondnefs for drefs,
and vain fhow and parade! fine and fathionable clothes
muit be had, if they are bought upon credit ; and the
mercer, draper and milliner, never receive pay for their
goods.

Tlisisa pra&ice highly cenfurable indeed! for it is
unjuft—pernicicus to trade and civil {fociety—not toh{ay

ow
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ho;v contrary it is to religion, and a profeffion of godli-
nefs.

Let thofe perfons chargeable with fuch prattices re-
collect what the facred feriptures fay againft the foolifl
paflion for fathionable drefs, in adorning the body. Ths
Jewith women were feverely cenfured, and fome awful
threatenings denounced againft them on that atcount Ifa.
iii. 16—26. The infpired apoftles, Paul and Peter
firongly militate againft the praice we with to cenfure
and reform: their advice is, ¢ That women adorn
themfelves in modeft apparel, with fhamefacednefs, and
fobriety : not with broidered hair; or gold, or pearls, or
coftly array ; but (which becometh women profefling god-
linefs) with good works ; whofe adorning let it not be
that outward adorning of plaiting the hair; and of wearing
of gold, or of putting on of apparel : but let it be the hid-
den man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible,
even the ornament of a meek and quiet {pirit, which is in
the fight of God of great price.  For, after this manner,
in the old time, the holy women alfo, who trufted in God,
adorned themfelves.” 1 Tim. ii. 9, 10. 1 Pet. iii.

»45 5.
3 T hscfe apoftolic -folemn charges, to all profeflors of
teligion, in every ftation of life, are fo firong and forcible
in themfelves, that they need not any comment of ours:
Let all profeffors hear the apofiles, and attend clofely
to their facred injunclions, and carefully reduce them
‘to praftice ;—ever bearing in mind, that this is moft
certainly the will of God, in Chrift Jefus concerning
them. » :
 Moreover, we apprehend that many profeflors of
the prefent day are chargeable with worldly conformity;
in their flile and manner of living. They expend a great
deal of money, in many fuperfluitics, not only in drefs, but
in houfe-furniture—in eating and drinking, and keeping
company; and making entertainments for the rich, and
thofe who move in the higher flations of life whom they
vifit, and receive vifits from ; while, we fear; the poor are
too often overlooked and difregarded.—And fo much being
expended in other things, much too little remains to feed
the hungry, clothe thofe who need raiment, or to fupport
the caufe of religion in the world. )
And we alfo conceive, that conformity to the worid
in the above inflances, and-others which might be men-

tioned, oft leads profeffors to form near connexions with
cc3 carnal
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carnal and worldly people, to the difcredit of their holy
religion, and to the very great injury of themfelves, and
their families. How many inftances have we known of
young profeflors who, by affociating with worldly people,
and vifiting among the gay circles of the land; have almoft
infenfibly been led to form clofe, perfonal, and family
connexions with thofe of ne religion, to their great lofs and
afflition through life.

And how common it is for the people of God to con-
tralk complimentary habits of [peaking and afling cven
one towards another, until they lofe fight of their {piritual
relaticn as Chriftians, and forget to ufe the feriptural ap-
pellaticn of Brother and Siter ; addrefling each other as if
no fuch relation fubfiffed. And, inftead of their vifits
being {piritual and improving, they become formal and
trifling ; and all this through a conformity to the world.

Nor is it uncommon, for many profeflors of the prefent
age, to imitate worldly minded people, in being anxious
about ¢ laying up treafures for themfelves on earth,” though
dire@ly contrary to our Saviour’s exprefs prohibition,
Matth. vi. 19, 20, 21. How frequently is it the cafe
when an opportunity offers, for perfons to amafs a great
deal of riches together, without ever apprehending they
at like ¢ the men of this world, who have their portion in
this life I”” Théy never dream of being covetous idolaters
—or of loving this prefent world: their anxiety isonly a
neceffary frugality, they fuppafe ; while thofe who are better
acquainted with them, fear thev come under the apoftie’s
defcription, of fuch ¢¢ who wsll be rich, and fall into
temptation, and a fnare, and into many foolith and hurtful
lufts, which drown men in deftruétion and perdition, and
pierce them through with many forrows.” 1 Tim. vi.
9, 10.

Now, we fuppofe all thofe who aflociate with, and
talk like carnal and worldly-minded people—who imitate
them in drofs—ftile of living—complimentary parade—
and who form perfonal and family connexions with them—
or who amafs wealth, and lay up for themfelves treafures on
earth, and all fuch like, are moft certainly thofe who are
highly cenfurable for worldly conformity, in the feripture
fenfc of the word: and we muft endeavour by every argu-
ment we can ufe, within the compafs of a letter, to diffuade
them from being thus conformed to the world.

This being the fecond end propofed in this letter, we
proceed to mention a few things in orderto cffe@t ourdefign.

Remember
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Remember, brethren, you profefs not to be of the
world, but to be called out from among the wicked and
ungodly.—How unbecoming is it then for you to be con-
formed to, or like the world in affociating with, and
talking as they do, in a loofe carnal manner, and imitating
them in drefs and gay purfuits, and forming connexions
with them!—Is not this in effe@® to declare you prefer
thefe things to Chrift and religion? We with you ferioufly
to think of this.

Befides your Divine Mafter has folemnly declared that
—< His kingdom is not of this world.” Now if you
love the world, and are in eager purfuit after its riches,
honours, and pleafures—or if you are anxious about the
world and its concerns, and are taken up with its gaiety,
grandeur and fathionable formalities; how do you prove
yourfelves fubje@s of that kingdom which is not of this
world ? Nay, don’t you rather give proof—convincing
proof of the contrary?

Again, you profefs to be fubje@s of Chrift’s fpiritual
kingdom, and to enjoy the immunities of that kingdom,
which are faid to be, in general, ¢ righteoufnefs and
peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoft.”---¢¢ Now, we befeech
you, brethren, by the mercies of God," by his great love to
you in Chrift Jefus—by the death of your Divine Saviour
—by pardoning mercy—by juftifying grace—by adopting
love—by all your invaluable privileges in Chrift Jefus—
and by all He has done for you—is to you—and by all you
enjoy through Him, and from Him—that you be not
conformed to this prefent evil world.

Once more, you, as true believers in Chrift Jefus,
have promifes of future glory—and raifed expeations
concerning a better world; a kingdom and a crown
which are infinitely preferable to all the gaudy tinfcled
toys of this poor, fading, tranfitory ftate. Now, in being
conformed to the world, and its foolith fopperies and
fathions, you a& quite bencath the chara&er of thofe who
have in view, ¢ An inheritance incorruptible, undefiled,
and which fadeth not away.” You degrade your high cha-
raCter ; and a& below, far below your privileges and
profpedts.

Moreover, conforming to the world, you give the men
of it a dreadful occafion to reproach you, and that religion
you profefs—¢ That you muft have recourfe to worldly
profits, honours, and gratifications, for fatisfadtion while
you talk of the fuperior pleafures of religion.” Is it not the

cC 4 way
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way to make them believe, that there are no fuch fuperior
pleafures to be found in wifdom’s ways, and that her paths,
are rather paths of pain than peace?” Don’t you take the
direét method to bring an evil report upon both the good
land, and the way which leads thither?

Again, while you are guilty of a finful conformity to
the world, in the above inftances and fuch like, vou
will rob yourfelves of the comforts of religion—bring
upon your minds painful fenfations, and, in proportion
to your compliances with, and conformity to the world,
vou will lofe your tafte for divine things, and becomc
more and more indifferent to the things of God, and
thereby make fad work for repentance, and aw fully prove
the truth and certainty of that faying,—¢¢ Ye cannot ferve
God and Mammon.”

And we befecch you, brethren, alfo to think, and
to think clofely and {erioufly, what you muft feel in your
dying hours, thould you be ﬁnfullv and improperly attach-
ed to the world, and conformed in an undue and cenfura-
ble degree to its maxims and manpers.—O what reluét-
ance to die!l—What mental ftruggles to part with the
world, and leave all its pleafing and gay fcenes behind, for
ever!—And ah! what clouds and darknefs hang upon the
mind at that awful period, in confequence of having been
too much conformed te the world,—and far too little
transformed into the image of the Lord Jefus.—Alas! you
are likely to be much diftrefled in mind and confeience for
want of better evidence of your title to the heavenly world.

Laftly, we only, in addition to the former arguments,
fay—That, if you would be examples to one another,
and all around you—if you would glorify God, honour
your divine mafter, and credit your profeffion; if you
would not aét out of charadter, nor live below your pri-
vileges, either as to comfort or duty ; if you would live
ufctully, and be happy in death, and have the delightful
profpects of the heavenly ftate before you in a dying hour,
we muft, by every thinv facred, intreat and befecch you,
that ye be not conformed to this world ; but that you live
above it, and Jook beyond it, in the llvcly exereife of that
«¢ faith, which is the fubftance of things hoped for, and
the cvidence of things not feen * until faith be
turned into fight, and hope end in full fruition of thofe
pleafures which are to be enjoyed at God’s right hand
for EVERMORE ! Amen!

Signed, in behalf of the Affociation,
W. THOMPSON.
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THE

MIDLAND LETTER,
ON THE SIMPLICITY THAT IS IN CHRIST.

The Elders and Meflengers of the Baptift Churches,
ftatedly affembling at Bond-ftreet and Cannon-ftreet
Birmingham, Cfely, Evefbam, Perfhore, Ryeford, Tewkef-
bury, Uptony, Warwick, WWefimancoat and WWorcefler.

Having rececived Letters from Bewdley, Stourbridge and
Willenball,

Being met in Aflociation at UpTon, qu 29, 30, 1792 %+

Dear Brethren!
FAVOURED as we are, once more to meet in Affocia-

tion, we have read your feveral Letters with a mix-
ture of pleafure and pain. We rejoice in the appearances
of peace and profperity, in any of the churches con-
neted with us, and feel an hearty and undiffembled for-
row for the low eftate and declenfions of any of them.
The death of feveral of our Brethren, with whom we
formerly went to the houfe of God in company, as well
as of other diftinguifhed charaters who held ftations of
importance, reminds us, that the time is thort, lifz is polt-
ing away, and etsrnity is at the door. While, therefore,-
we exprefs our thankfulnefs to God, for the liberty we
enjoy of worfhipping him according to the dictates of
our confciences ; our concern for the glory of his Name,
and for the happinefs of the Members of the refpective
Churches, leads us to fuggeft, that there is no token of
a declenfion in religion more, if any fo melancholy, as
the miftaking for the peace of the Church, or the foul, a
kind of dead calm, a liftlefs, formal tranquility, which
bears a greater affinity to the ftupor of them that are at
eafe in Zion, than to the life and peace of thofe that
are fpiritually minded ; and, in fa&, is a ufing liberty for an
eccafion to the g‘ie/b. God knows how it is with you as
individuals ; but itis our duty, as thofe who know fome-
thing of the deceitful and hardening nature of fin, and as

* The doétrinal articles the fame asin 1791. Sec Regifter, page
201. EDITOR.

watchmen
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watchmen that muft give an account, to call upon you
to enter into your own hearts, We do this, alfo, with
the moft friendly view, that believers who have declined,
may remember whence they have fallen; and that, if any
amongft you retain nothing more than the profeffion of
the gofpel, they may, by the Divine bleffing, be roufed
from their infenfibility, and Chrift may give them life.
Itis not our intention, however, to particularize the many
tokens of lifeleflnefs in the duties of religion; of a want
of proper affe&ion for the brethren ; of too clofe an at-
tachment to prefent things; and of a conformity to the
cuftoms and manners of the age we live in. Let every
man examine himfelf, how far thefe diforders prevail in
him, and what are their deplorable effefts. We with
rather to affift you in this enquiry, by leading you into
an examination, Whether you are in the faith; by call-
ing to your ferious recollection, the manner in which
you, if rea]l Chriftians, muft have fet out in the way of
life; and by propofing to your confideration, that only,
that unfailing remedy for every fpiritual malady, which, if
felt and digefted, will, at once, point cut to you the evils
we mean to warn you of, and what will be their effeftual
cure. This remedy we cannot defcribe better, than in
thofe tender words by which the Apoftle as a father con-
cerned for the health of his children exprefled his folici-
tude for the fpiritual profperity of the Corinthian church,
2 Cor. xi. 3. But I fear, left by any means, as the ferpent
beguiled Ewve through bis [ubtilty, fo your minds fhould be
corrupted [(ram the fimplicity that is in Chriff.—Paul was a
great mafter in the knowledge of human nature, and well
knew how to trace praices to their genuine principles.
He faw many things in the Corinthians which deferved
rcbuke, and he fufpeéted there were more; but he was
confident, that whether more or fewer, a departure from
the fimplicity of the dolrine of Chrift, was the root of
all.  Torecommend and enforce that fimplicity was the
zreat fubje@ of his miniftry; becaufe he was certain, that
every opinion or practice, which funk beneath Chrift,
would be of the earth earthy, would favour of corrup-
tion, would contaminate the mind; and that, therefore,
let it come in by whatever artifice or difguife it might, it
would be a like fort of deceivablenefs of unrighteoufnefs, to
that by which Eve was beguiled to contradi® the com-
mand of her Maker, to eat of the forbidden fruit, and
thereby to poifon her whole frame. Dear Brethren ! As
this earneftncfs of the great Apoftle of the Gentiles

needed
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needed no apology, we hope none is neceffary from us,
while we call your attention alfo to the

SIMPLICITY THAT IS IN CHRIST.

In common, the idea which we have of fimplicity, is that of
being pure and unmixed. So we fpeak of the clear and
limpid ftream, of pure and unadulterated wines, of pure
and undebafed gold. Applied to the religion of Chrift,
we apprehend the word muft intend, his righteoufnefs, as
the only ground of our acceptance, and the chief fource
of our {piritual ; comfort with the genuinenefs of eur love
and obedience to him, as our Lord and Hufband *.

The general declaration at the head of our Letter
ftates a belief of the imputed rigbteouﬁz(z{s of Chrift, asthe
abne ground of cur juftification and acceptance with
God; and we with you to have a right underftanding of
this truth, as all the reft of your religion will take a
tinure from your view of it. Sinners as we are, who
have violated God’s holy law, who have nothing by na-
ture good in us, and wha can never, by any means, make
whole that which we have broken, the Lord Jefus came
to work out an entirely new and perfect righteoufnefs,
by which all the feed of Ifrael (thatis, all who believe)
fhould be juftified, and in the knowledge of which they
fhould glory. This he completely accomplithed by his
holy life and fpotlefs offering ; the fplendour of his God-
head fhining through the whole undertaking. God looks
at nothing but this righteoufnefs, in the acquittal and
juftification of a finner; but this he has teftified his full
approbation of; by raifing up the Lord Jefus from the dead,
and giving him glory, that our faith and hope might be
in God. 1 Pet.1. 21. Itis held out in the word acord-
ingly, as the only efficacious means of relieving us from
fears of condemnation ; of introducing us into the com-
pany of the Moft High, of entertaining our minds, and of
detaching us from this prefent evil world. Itis now, and
and will be to eternity, the wonder and praife of angels
and glorified fpirits above. And what can fo profitably
fill up our meditations, or employ our tongues, as,
glory to God in the higheft, peace on earth, and
good-will towards men—God manifeft in the fleth
—juftice and mercy united, and harmonizing in the

¥ This feétion perhaps is not exactly like the original, but con-
fidering the ftate in which the letter came to hand; it has been
made vut as well as poffible by the Epirtox.

falyation
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falvation of fallen man—tranfgreflion punithed, and yet
pardoned-—everlafting love difplayed, in a way confiftent
with the moft inflexible honours of God’s government—
even the malignity of fin over-ruled to fubferve a greater
good—truth and faithfulnefs to the promifes demonftrated
—and rebels, condemned to die, made heirs of eternal life?
All the glories of the creation fade before the brightnefs of
thefe objecs: and thefe, witha thoufand other delightful
and interefting topics, are comprehended in the fimplicity
that is in Chrift.

Of courfe we conclude, that where that fimplicity is
a&ually known and believed in, it will be the chief com-
fort and delight of that Soul. And from a regard for your
fpiritual profperity, to this point we would dire& your en-
quiries. Do you hope and profefs that you are believers,
and partakers of the benefits proceeding from Chrift? Is
vour chief confolation then in Chrift, or in the world; in
Chrift or in yourfelves ? Who has your hearts and choiceft
affeGions ? Was the Lord Jefus clad with zeal as with a
cloak } Did he, on the wings of love, fly toour help? For
the joy that was fet before him, did he endure the crofs and
defpife the fhame ? And now he is on the right-hand of the
Majefty on high, does he behold us indifferent about him ?
O1! Are not our very fouls abafed before him, for eve
fymptom of fo ungrateful a return? But the fimplicity of
Chrift is a remedy for this alfo; and we are perfuaded, that
notonly is the diflike the unconverted bear to Chrift owing
to ignorance of his excellency, but that the coolnefs, the
wanderings and declenfions of even believers, proceed
frequently from mifapprehenfions of the truth, asit is in
him: and here give us leave to explain ourfelves.—When
an effeGually-called finner is firft brought under the ope-
rations of the blefled Spirit of God, the Lord convinces
him of nothing refpe@ting himfelf, but thatheis a finner;
Ioft—undone—nhelplefs and perithing. That man cannot
take comfort from any thing within himfelf— not even from
his convitions; for they only fhew him that he is unholy
and unhappy. The fimple encouragement that he has to
hope for mercy, is a difcovery made to him by the fame
Spirit, through the word of the righteoufnefs of God in
his Son, and that, as he fees he wants it, fo it is free for
him, though a finner. To that bleffed hope, therefore,
he flies for refuge, and in the fimplicity of Chrift finds
fafety and reft for hisfoul. Does confcience or Satan ac-
cufe him of fin? The blood of Jefus Chrift, the Son of
God, deanfeth from all fin. Is he fatisfied that God is his

Father
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Father? Heisa child of God, by faith in Chrift Jefus. Is
he in affi&ed and diftrefled circumftances ! In Chriit he
fees all things to be well ; for all things are of God, who
hath reconciled him to himfelf by Jefus Chrift. Is he fick
and in pain? Chrift is the ftrength of his heart. Does he
took forward to eternity with pleafure ? Chriit is his life,
and by his love quickens him, to rejoice in hope of the
%lory of God. Inone word, has he any fellowihip with

od, or delight in him in any {enfe whatever ? Chrift in-
troduces te it by unveiling the knowledge of himfelf to the
foul, as the exprefs image (or charaéter, as the Greek word
is Heb. 1. 2.) of the Father’s perfon. The more fimply
Chrift is eyed, the purer and more refrefhing the comfort,
Has this been your experience? As then ye received Chrift
Jefus the Lord, fo, in the fame manner, walk in him;
daily falling under the fenfe of your unworthinefs, and daily
(in all your failings, infirmities, and even fins, as in many
things we offend all) ftiil looking to, and living upon, the
invariable all-fufficiency, freenefs, and faithfulnefs of Jefus.
Thus, by faith, we fhall ftand and become eftablithed in
the grace of God. But, when we lofe fight of this cur
firft experience and conftant application to the Saviour of
finners, we lofe our main fupport, and fall from our fted-
faftnefs; the pleafing luftre of Jelus is withdrawn from
our fight ; our fpirits grow flatand formal; the empty zlare
of the world infinuates itfelf into our hearts, capiivates
our minds, and waftes our ftrength; and what, if in the
hour of adverfity we lament, that we have followed afcer
lying vanities, and forfaken our own mercies? Have we
already found any of thefe effzéts, in this day of {mall
things ! Come, let us return to the Lord.  We have d=-

royed ourfelves, butin him is our help.  Jefus Chrift is
the fame to-day as yefterday. The fimplicity of his gofpel
is the fovereign balm. His Spirit is the phyfician thatap-
plies it. His word and crdinasces are the meafis, in which
we may expeft that application, and to recover. What-
ever are our complaints, we muft come to jefus, that by
his ftripes we mav be healed.  Other methods, however
fpecious, will prove phyficians of no value.—Are your
frames low, and your prayers dull and diftratted? One
fight of the fulnefs, the glory and love of Chriit, will
warm and revive your fouls, and you {hall find it good to
wait upon God. ~Are your minds dark and d-jected, fo
that you are dubious whether you ever knew the Lord?
Yet go, as finners mercly, to Jefus. The fountain of iw—
ing waters is as open as ever; and let your cafe in ume

i p d paft
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paft have been how it may, you thall know the Lord, and
tafte of his love. Are your fouls barren as the defart, that
you have no relith for guty, but the world gets the afcen-
dancy over you; you carry it with you into the clof=t, and
to the houfe of God; and you drag on heavily, as if reli-
gion were a burden? Yet Chrift’s love can turn the barren
wildernefs into a fruitful field, recruit your former vigour,
make his yoke eafy, and his burden light. Let no ?enfe,
therefore, of paft mifconduct, or prefent mifcarriages, let
no fins, temptations, or corruptions, deter you from mak-
ing ufe of this efficacious remedy, Confefs your fins;
but do not think that humility implies a ftate of defpon-
dency, of diffidence, or hefitation, whether Chrift ftill be
free for you, ‘This is unbelief, that departs from the liv-
ing Godj and it will deprefs and harden your heart. Daily
contemplate the fimplicity that is in Chrift, and pray for
an uaderftanding, that you may know him that is true;
and under the Divine teachings you will quickly perceive,
that you have no reafon to go to Ekron to enquire after
health 2 Kings 1. 6. or to the world, to feek after hap-
pinefs; but your own experience will witnefs to you
that there is a God in Ifrael, and that his loving kindnefs
is better than life,

This happinefs alfo, wherever poflefled, will prove its
genuinenefs,. by the fimplicity of your regard for Chrift,
and obedience to him: for, out of the abundance of the
heart the mouth fpeaketh, The Lord Jefus is the Head
and Hufband of his Church.Whom then thould fhe hold but
her head, or obey but her hutband? Who fays, Forget thine
own peopley and thy father’s houfe.  So fhall the King greatly
defire thy beauty; for he is thy Lord, and worfbip thou him.
Pfal. xlv. 10, 11.—As it is not the property of Divine
refrefhment to lie dormant in the mind, but to excite to
vigour and ativity ; fo he that is won over to the obedi-
ence of faith, defires to have no will but that of Chrift, to
follow no leader but Jefus, He does not pay implicit re-
fpe&t to any man or fetof men ; but takes the book of God
into his hands, and from thence, as led by the fpirit of
truth, enquires what the Lord will have him to do. O
that my ways were directed to keep thy flatutes, Pfal. cxix.
5. Chrift’s word he reads, and the way which Chrift has
has pointed out, he purfues ; fo teftifying that he is Chrift’s
difciple, that he does whatfoever he commands him. Such
1s his efteem for the Lord Jefus, that he is jealous of the
leaft deviation from his Lord’s rule, becaufe, however
mall, its effets will lead to depreciate the Saviour; and

hence
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hence, the manner of his worthip is imple, without ex-
‘terior ornament, or ceremonious pageantry : for, as Chrift
is all his hope, he goes diretly to him for comfort, and
honours him in all ; whereas; 2 multitude of rites and
ceremonies feem to infinuate, as if Chrift were not enouzh,
but it were neceflary to mix with his worthinefs, certain
tedious formalities (after the methods of modern compli-
ment) in order to fet off Chrift; to paint the diamond, that
it may feem the more beautiful, or to become ourfelves
entitled to communion with him.

We add, that where the fimplicity that is in Chrift takes
place in the mind, it will have a general influence upon the
life and behaviour., If there be found any confolation in
Chrift, it will humble the man before him ; it-will ftamp
the image of Chrift upon the warmed and foftenzd heart ;
and fo affimilate the foul to Chrift, that the fame mind will
be in it that was in Jcfus. He thatlives by the faith of the
Son of God will not be conformed to this world; but tranf-
formed by the renewing of his mind ; and will, by the art-
lefs fimplicity of his manners, ftudy to copy the fublime ex-
ample of hun who was holy, harmlefs, undefiled, and {e-
parate from finners ; being fpiritual and yet chearful, meek
and lowly, forbearing and forgiving ; alting without dif-
guife, and ftriétly doing that to another, which he would
that the other fhould do to him, David argues it parti-
cularly, to be the effe& of the pardon of fin, felt in the
confcience, that in that fpirit thereis no guile, Pfal. xxviii.
2. When alfo he fpoke, Pfal. lii. 4. of a man wholoved de-
vouring words, and was deceitful; he further deferibed him,
ver. 7. Lo/ this is the man that made not God bis firength ; fory
if he had, it muft have been through the fimplicity of Je-
fus; and he who lives upon him has that confidence in his
management of whatever concerns him, befides that delight
in the truth itfelf, that he fcorns duplicity, and will not bend
to pra&tices which are difhoneft or difhonourable. While,
therefore, the animofities, and other diforders of the Corin-
thians, rendered their chafte adherence to Chrilt very fui=
picious, the holy Apoftle exulted thus concerning himfelf
and his fellow-laboureis ; Our rejoicing is thisy the teflimsny
of our confeience, that in fimplicity and godly fincerity,
nat witliﬁe/bly wifdom, with trick and cunning, as the
world alts, but as taught by the love and grace of God our
Saviour, we bave bad our converfation in the world: ard,
the {ume principle, imbibed in the heart, will, we doubt
not, be produétive of the fame fruits of righteoufnefs, which
arc by Chrift Jefus, to the praife and glory of God. Too
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often, alas! has the mifbehaviour of profeffors expofed the
good ways of the Lord to the derifion of men, who know
not how to diftinguifh between truth and error, and who,
from the faults of a few, take occafion to reproach all who
feparate from the multitude, and appear to let confcience
have any place in their religion. But, beloved, we hope
better things of you, and things which accompany falva-
tion, though we thus fpeak, and have taken the liberty to
warn you, from an affetionate defire, that you may be
grounded in the truth; that Chrift may dwell in your
hearts by faith ; that your love to him, and to one another
for his fike, may abound ; and that your converfation may
be as becometh his gofpel. Grace be with all them that
love our Lord Jefus Chrift in fincerity. Amen.

Signed by order of the Affociation,
By the Moderator,

L. BUTTERWORTH,

BREVIATES.

THE Elders and Meflengers of the Churches met on Tue/~
day Evening at fix o’clock. Brother Davis, Jun. introduced
the fervice in prayer; Brother L. Butterworth was chofen
Moderator, and then read over the Account of the Rife, Na-
tare, and Defign of the Affociation : the Letters from the
Churches were read, and Brother Edmonds concluded the
Evening fervice in prayer.

Wednefday Morning, at fix o’clock, they met again. Bre-
thren Dawfon and Davis, fen, prayed: Agreed to receive
into the Aflociation, the Church at Willenball, in the Coun-
ty of Stafford, confifting of thirteen Members difmiffed from
the Chureh at Cofely. Alfo to print the Account of the Affo-
ciation * produced by the Moderator, for the infpection of
tk¢ Churches, and to receive any further improvements which
may be thought neceflary, that it may become a ftanding rule
to dire& the Affociation in all its future operations. And to
requeft that the Churches would fend, in their Letters to the
Affociation, an account of the number of Circular Letters
they withto receive. Brother Jenkins then produced and

* This account of the Aflociation contains fix pages, and is omit=
ted inthe Regifter for want of room. Evrrox.

read
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read the Circular Letter which was approved, and figned
by the: Moderator, who concluded the Morning Meeting in
prayer.

At ten o'clock, the public fervice began; Brother Afton
payed ; Brother Pearce preached from Heb. viii. 6. ¢ Bat
< now hath he obtained a more excellent miniftry, by how
« much alfo he is the Mediator of a better covenant, which
¢ was eftablithed upon better promifes.”’—Brother Edmonds
prayed. Brother L. Butterworth preached from Eph. i. 7.
«¢ In whom we have redemption through h's blood, the for-
« givenefs of fins, according to the riches of his grace.”’—
And Brother Jenkins concluded in prayer.

Half-paft five in the Evening, met again: Brother Reece
prayed ; Brother Benjamin Francis preached from Phil. i. 6.
“¢ Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath be-
¢« gun a good work in you, will perform it until the day
«¢ of Chrift.” And Brother Biggs clofed the fervice in
prayer.

Agreed to hold the next Aflociation at Bond- ftreet, Birming-
bam, on Tuefday and Wednefday in the Whitfun-week ; our
Brethren Jenkins and L. Butterworth to preach, in cafe of
failure, Brother Afton.

Put up at the Union Tavern, Cherry-fireet.

In the affociated churches laft year, there were
Baptized . . . . . . 75
Received by letter 1z
Chuarch at Willenhall 13

100
Dead . . ... . . 15
Difmiffed . . . . . 22
Excluded .., . . 18
—55

S eem————

Total increafe this year 45

N. B. The Letter from the church at Leominfler, did not
come to the hands of the Moderator time enough to have
its contents inferted. Brother Thomas intended being at the
Affociation, but was prevented by the weather.
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MINUTES
OF THE
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE ASSOCIATION
Afiembled at Nostingham, May 29, 30, and 31, 1792.

Tuelday evening fix o’clock. The minifters and meflengers
being aflembled, Brother Hopper, the miniiter of the place,
began in prayer. Bro:her Ryland jun: was chofen Moderator.
The letters from tne churches were read: Brother Burton of
Foxton concluded in prayer.

Wednefday Morning fix o’clock. Met for prayer, with
finging at intervals : when the following Brethren engaged ;
Fletchzr of Codnor, Lingford of Botsford, Blundell of
Arniby, Mills of Sheepsiead, Cox a Deacon of the Church at
Nottingham, and Jores of Lincoin.

At ten o'clock, Brother Morris prayed, Brother Sutcliff in-
troduced the work of the day and prayed, Brother Carey
preached fromIfa. liv. 2, 3. < Enlarge the place of thy tent,
< and let them ftretch forth the curtains of thine habitations ;
<< {pare not, lengthen thy cords, and firengthen thy flakes:
*« for thou fhalt break forth on the right hand, and on the
*¢ left ; and thy feed fhall inherit the Gentiles, and make the
«¢ defolate cities to be inhabited.” Brother Weft concluded in
prayer.

Afternoon, half paft two. Brother J. Edmonds prayed and
Brother Ryland jun. preached from Zech. iv. 6. « Not hy
** might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, faith the Lord of
s« Hofts.” Brother T. Edmonds concluded,

Evening fixo’clock. Brother Craps prayed, Brother Green-
wood preached from Pfalm xlviil. 12, 13, 14. ¢ Walk about
¢« Zion, and go round about her: teil the towers thereof.
¢ Mark ye well her bulwarks, &c.” Brother Fuller clofed.

The Circular Letter drawn up by Brother Ryland, jun. was
read, partly after the afternoon meeting, and the reft in the
evening, to the minifters and meflengers, who ordered it
to be printed.

Thurfday Morning fix o’clock. After prayer, by one of
the Deacons of tie church, the minifters related their expe-
riences as ufual, and Brother Briggs of Burton-upon-Trent
concluded the public meeting. The miniiters and meflengers
then attended to the bufinejs of the fund. Voted five guineas
to be tranfinitted by the Moderator to the Chairman of the
Committee for procuring the Abolition of the inhuman and un-
godly Trade in the pertons of Mew.  Alid two guineas to en-

courage
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courage the preaching of the gofpel at Derby, where a nam-
ber of Baptifts, members of the Church at Nottingham refide.
One guinea to encourage preaching the word at Braybrook.
And half a guinea a-piece to four Brethren from diftant and
poorer churches to defray the expences of attending the Affo-
ciation.

Refolved, that a plan be prepared againft the next Minifters’
meeting at Kettering, for forming a Baptift Society for pro-
pagating the Gofpel among the Heathen.  Brother Carey
generouily engaged to devote all the profits that may arile
from his late publication on this interefting fubje&, to the ufe
of fuch fociety. 'The Moderator clofed the Affociation with
prayer.

. Decreaf‘;lncreaf. o
' =52
l =. BT 22=E
Churches , Paftors * S 2z EINIES
3Egle RIEEE
DR o' —
’ alRa i Al o
1 Codnor ) t\Villiam Fletcher -1 2 -[-1 62
2 Sutton Afhfield e
3 Nottingham :Richard Hopper - z[ - =113 1,2
4 Sheepfhead {Robert Mills 2(wf= -1 2{ 108
5 Leicefter iWilliam Carey al- <19 63
6 Sutton in the Elms -Thomas Edmonds lal=l-0-1-1 41
7 Arnfby \Thomas Bhendell 1} 2= 1f-|-] 83
8 Clipftone ljohn Webiter Morris | 11-]-]1-1-] 4] 68
9 Guiltborough ijohin Edmonds t-13it-11 3 48
10 Foxton {_]oshua Burton -l-q -] 3] 2| 24
1 Oakham Abraham Greenwood |- |-{-{i-{-]1-| s0
12 Gretton William B‘utler S E R TR Bl I T
13 Kettering Andrew Fuller 3-1-1-] Y12} 111
14 Walgrave Alcxan'er Payne - 2ll=l-1-1 43
15 Moulton Faward Skarman H-l-f=1{=1{-1 23
16 Northampton John Ryland s| 2l ali- -] sl 183
17 Road ' Williara Heighton [N S S | R O 3 IS B
18 Olney John Sutchiff g-t-1-1-1 1 39
19 Carlton John Weit 2f-iafi- |-y 1 7
20 Thorn Robert Fawkner aleteli-1-16 50
21 St. Alban’s John Gill 2i-1-1-1-1-1 25
23 Spalding Richaid Crapps 2] -1~ - {12] 142
23 Soham Francis Bland 2f-1-d-1-1-1 32
24 Braunftone Johu Siramons -t e
Increafe 31. 33{ 4{13[} 3 6 721558

* Thofe perfons whofe names are in Italics, are not yet Paftors.

The next Affociation to be held at Northampton in Whit.
fun-week, May 21, 22, 23, 1793. Brother Morris and Bro-
ther Fawkner to preach, in cafe of failure Brother Weft and
Brother Simmonds, Put up at the Angel,
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THE NORTHAMPTON LETTER,
ON GODLY ZEAL.

Dearly beloved Brethren,

WE have reafon once more to acknowledge the divins
goodnefs in granting us a very pleafing, and, we
hope, z profitable interview with each other. 'The intel-
ligence received from moft of the churches was of an
agreeable and encouraging nature.  'The truths of the
Gofpel appear to be held faft, and their fweet and holy
influznce felt among our brethren. Several of your let-
ters and meflengers attefted the happy effects of engaging
in extraordinary prayer with more vigour and earneftnels
than before ; and we hope thefe promifing appearances of
a revival will encourage thofe churches to go on, and
engage others to adopt the fame method. We recom-
mend it efpecially to thofe focieties that complain moft of
barrennsfs and declenfion, as a very feafonable and ferip-
tural duty, « Turn ye even to me, faith the Lord, with
« all your heart, and with faffing, and with weeping, and
« with mourning. And rend your heart, and not your
« garments, and turn unto the Lord your God; for he is
« gracious and merciful, flow to anger, and of great
« kindnefs, and repeateth him of the evil. Who knowcth
« if he will return and repent, and leave a bleffing behind
« him, and no more make you a reproach among the
« heathen? ” Surely the ftate both of the world, and of
the church, calls loudy upon us all to perfift in wreftling
inftandly with God, for greater effufions of his Holy
Spirit, and that we may be found prepared for our Lord’s
appearance whether in a way of judgment or mercy.

Many circumftances induce us to hope, that the giorious
prophecies of enlargement to the church of God fhall
foon receive a more ample accomplifhment. And though
it is not for us to know the times and the feafons which
the Father hath referved in his own power, it is certainly
our duty to be found, not only waiting and praying for
the accomplithment of his bleffed promifes, but vigilant
and ftrenuous in our exertions for his facred caufe; con-
fidering it as our higheft honour to be fubfervient to its
advancement.

The fubjet allotted for confideration in cur annual
letter at this time, is that of GODLY ZEAL, and we
hope you will cordially receive the few obfervations and

exhortations,
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exhortations, we may have room to offer you, upon that in-
terefting fubject.

Zeal is afervid, vehement emotion of the mind, enflamed
with love to fome peculiar objet, whereby it is excited to
exert itlelf with earneftnefs and vigour in its behalf, and
warmly to oppof= every thing that threatens its injury.

The oppofite to zeal in general, is lukewarmnefs or indif-
ference. But astheobjects df ardent affeftion may differ widely,
it may be either virtuous or vicious to an extreme. Accord-
ingly the fame word is ufed in fcripture, in a good fenfe in
fome places, and in 2 bad one in others.—Nothing can be
more oppofite than true zeal and falfe. The one is a hea-
venly flame, the. other is infernal fire.~— Fervent difinterefled
agéﬁitm is holy zeal.  Selfifb interefled affection s its oppofite,
the immediate fource of envy, fpite and malice.—Gudly zeal
expands the heart, and unites with the whole empire of God,
purfuing a good of which all its members may partake with-
out envious competition.  Selfifbnefs contrals the heart, and
would facrifice the good of any, or of all mankind, yea and
the divine glory itflf, to the intereft of the individual.

GODLY ZEAL, therefore, is the Fervor of true Bene-
wolence, or of HOLY LOVE, exciting the fubject of that facred
affe&tion to vigorous exertion for the good of its beloved
obje&t, and to ftrenuous oppofition of whatever tends to its
injury. '

The Law of God, which is the original ftandard of all true
Virtue, or real Holinefs, is fummed up in one word, LovE.
The objei? of true bencvolence, or of that wve whica the di~
vine law requires, is UNIVERSAL BEING, including God, and
all intelligent creatures.  For the fir/? and greateft command
of the law enjoins fupreme love to the uncreated Being,
who is infinitely greater and more excellent than all created
beings united: and the fecond branch of the law requires an
univerfal and difinterefted regard to our neighbour’s welfare,
even loving him as ourfelves,—Zeal is fervent, active bene-
volence, or the celeftial fire of love kindled into flame; and
breaking-forth in ardent defires and earneft efforts to promete
the beft interetts of every individual, fo far as the happinefs
of the individual is found confiftent with the greateft good of
the whole. The chief good is comprized in the glory of Gop,
and the perfeCion and happinefs of his kingdom.

Inftead of glowing with heavenly zealy the heats of apo-
ftate men are wholly deftitute of difinterefted benevolerce.
They are fallen, as one exprefied ity into @ gulph of foriful Seif-
ifpnefs. Yor that Self- Love which is abfolutely predominan:
in every carnal heart, is the root, orrather the effence of fall—

Ee W
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fin. Itis the greateft practical lie in the univerfe; by which
an animated atom would import, ¢ Jam, and there is none
_befides me.” It would, if it had power equal to its tendency,
turn the univerfe upfide down, and try to make an immenfe
pyramid reft on its inverted point. Or, operating equally
in a number of created beings, it would detach them from
their only proper centre; dilunite them from each other,
crumble the moral world into difcordant particles, and fill
the univerfe with everlafting war and confufion.---This in-
terefted felfith affection, by which a perfon regards a private
intereft of his own, difconneéted from the divine glory and
the good of others, is direct enmity againft God and his
law, and the immediate fpring of envy and enmity among
mankind.  Yet felf reigns in one form or other, in every
unrenewed foul ; and, if grace prevent not, it muft reign
unto death: for it entirely deadens the foul to God, and to
the good of others; every thing being difregarded but what
may fubferve fome felfith end; and therefore God’s glory and
the general good require that fuch dead fouls thould be buried
1 hell.

But in regeneration a right fpiritis created in a finner. Holy
affetion begins to warm and animate his breaft. He is quick~
ened from above, and lives no longer for himfelf, but fer
God. The ever-glorious God is loved fupremely, and be-
comes his exceeding joy. Nor can the firff part of God’s
law be infcribed on the heart without the fecond. The true
convert feels a new kind of affe&tion for his fellow-creatures.
Placing his own happinefs in an object which can be enjoyed
by unnumbered millions at once, he delights to unite with
others in the purfuit of the fame infinite good.

The chriftian, beholding the glory of God, difcerns the
equity of his requirements, and cordially acknowledges all
his commandments to be right : and, confcious that he has al-
ready violated them, he is aware that punifhment is due to
his tranfgreflions. Nor can he pretend to plead that death
itfelf is too fevere a fentence. An horeft heart muft lead
finner to juftify God, and condemn himfelf. Though he
1till feels that averfion to his own mifery which is common
to all intelligent beings, and the idea of eternal feparation
from God is far more painful to him than ever; yet, were
he: o expet this awful doom, he could not but acknowledge
that God and his throne were guiltlefs ; for he had really
deferved to be for ever banithed from the fociety of God and
all holy beings: and however defirable his own felicity may
appear, the real convert could not be happy in the thought,
that God had brought everlafting reproach on his own go-

vernment,
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yernment, by fufpending the due execution of his law in
favour of fo vile a criminal~—By this fenfe of the equity of
the law, he was prepared to embrace the gofpel with the moft
cordial affetion. With tranfportinng joy and gratitude he
receives the blefled information of a great and glorious Sa-
viour, who hath glorified God in the higheft, while he hath
made peace by the blood of his crofs. He readily admits
falvation is all of grace, and rejoices that God can at the
fame time be juf, and yet the juffifier of the ungodly, who
believeth in Jefus. He welcomes thefe heavenly tidirigs, as
worthy of all acceptation; and he longs to impart them to
others, confcious that nothing can fo glorify all the divine
perfections, nothing can fo fecure the happinefs of his fel-
low-finners as the gofpel of the blefled Redeemer.

The primary objeffs that demand our zeal, are, the glry
of God, and the good of mankind—The infinitely glorious
Gonb is the fir/? object of benevolence to every virtuous mind :
and though we cannot increafe his ¢ffential glory and blifs,
we may be inftrumental in the advancement of his declara-
tive glory, and fubferve his gracious purpofe of communi-
cating his fulnefs to his needy creatures—He that truly
regards the glory of the Creator, will be alfo a2 zealous
friend to the interefts of his fellow-creatures. Could a true
faint have information of God’s being glorified and enjoyed
in diftant worlds, it would give him heart-felt joy. But his
fphere of afion is confined. He has at prefent no opportu-
nity to glorify God but among his own fpecies. ‘This is
the world where God has chofen to magnify his grace in the
falvation of finners: and here only are we called to fubferve
his glorious defigns.—The glory of God, and the welfare of
his kingdom among men, are moft intimately and infepara-
bly connefted; indeed they involve each other. For you
cannot manifeft any mealous regard for the glory of your
Lord, but as you endeavour to bring others to know, love
and enjoy him, and devote themfelves wholly to his fer-
vice, Nor can you difcover true zeal for the higheft interefts
of your fellrw-men, without endeavouring to bring them to
the knowledge, love, enjoyment and refemblance of God.

The Anowledge of the TRUTH, and the pradice of HoLI-
NESss, are the principal means of advancing the kingdom of
God among men ; and confequently, are neceflary objelts of
chriftian zeal,

Zeal for the DIFFUSION OF TRUTH, is efentially requifite
to the promotion of the divine glory, and the manifeltation
of our good will to men.—For God cannot be glrified, ac-
tively and intentionally, unlefs he is énown in his true moral

Re2 character.
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chara®er. Itfhould, therefore, be our inceflant concern to
form juft ideas of his glorious perfc&tions, and to make known
his glory and excellency to others.—God cannot be enjoyed
without being /ved, and he cannot be lrwed without being
knswn ; if, therefore, we wifh to promote the happinefs of
our fellow-men, we muft endeavour to teach them #he good
knowledge of the Lord—Wrong ideas of the divine perfec~
tions lic at the bottom of all capital miftakes in religion.
Chriftian zeal will excite you to labour after an increafing
acquaintance with divine truth. Knowing that God has
magnified his word above all his name, you will be zealous
for the honour of the facred feriptures. You will ftudy
their harmonious contents, and be charmed with the blefled
difcoveries they contain.  You will defire impartially to re-
gard every truth, and wifh to enter deeper and deeper into
the treafures of divine wifdom. Meanwhile you will be
concerned to feel anfwerable affe&ions attending your own
knowledge of facred truth; fenfible that fpiritual knowledge
is ever attended with holy affections, and that merely fpecu-
lative notions, without fincere and cordial love to the truth,
would only prove aggravations of guilt, You will therefore
attend to the fanctifying influence of the truth on your hearts
and lives, and be concerned that others may, inlike manner,
manifeft that they receive the truth in the love of it.

The propagation of the truth, and the practice of holinefs,
have a moft intimate connettion and reciprocal influence
on each other, and are therefore the united object of chriffian
zeal. The beft w?gf of recommending true principles to
others, is to demonftrate, both by argument, and efpecially
by their vifible influence on our own lives, their holy ten-
dency~Unlefs we thus enter into the real fpirit of the gofpel,
there will be the moft juft ground to fufpe& that we never
thoroughly underftood it eurfelves.—No doubt many wretch-
edly deceive themfelves in this refpe&t. They adopt certain
phrafes, without entering into their genuine meaning ; and
while they profefs uncommon zeal for evangelical truth, if
they were aware of the full import of the doétrines of grace,
they would reject them with the moft bitter hatred. But, alas!
their-embracing them, as they bold them, and defending them
in the manner they defend themydoes them ten times more injury
than -any oppofition they could make to them. For, erther
they ftate them {o unguardedly as to make one part of re-
vealed truth clafh with another, pouring contempt on the law
under pretence of honouring the gofpel :—or, they difgrace
their evangelical talk by their ungodly walk and converfations
irdulging themlelves in intemperance, or minding earthly

things,
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things, as if their eves and their heart were only for their
covetoufnefs - or finally, while they abftain from fle/bly lufts,
they are wholly under the dominion of fpiritual pride, ran-
corous bitternefs, party fpirit, and notorious felf-righteouf-
nefs, though they fuppofe themfelves fo far from that evil.

The true believer is peculiarly zealous for the Practice of
Holinefs, even univerfal holinefs, or holineG in all manner of
converfation, for he hath refpect unto all God’s commandments.
His ardent defire is to experience himfelf more of the power
of godlinefs, and to fubferve its promotion in others. For
the grace of God, that bringeth falvation, teacheth him to
deny ungodlinefs and worldlylufts, and t live foberly, righ-~
teoufly and godly in this prefent world.—He is zealous for
Jfobriety, for temperance, chaftity, felf-demal, humility, and
fclf-government; fincerely defiring, through the Spirit, to
mortify the lufts of the flefb, and the lufts of the mind; that
his bodily appetites, and his mental pafliens, may be brou;_r}ht
into {ubjeftion to the divine will—He is zealous for
righteoufnefs in all his dealings with men; careful of his ac-
tions, that they are not injurious to others, but that he may
evidently do unto others as he could reafonably defire they
might do unto him; he is concerned to owe ne man any
thing but love, and that love which he continues to owe, he
is zealous conftantly to pay: he is careful of his words, not
to offend the law of truth, the law of kindnefs, or the law
of purity and edification; he is careful of his very thoughts,
left he thould injure others by unjuft fufpicions and evil fur-
mifes, or even left he thould wnfit himfelf for a readinefs to
do them good, by needlefsly dwelling upon their real faults,
He is zealous for godlinefs; for the worthip of God, public
and private, for the ordinances of his houfe, for gofpel in-
ftitutions, in their original fimplicity and purity, as far as
he has light into the will of God concerning them: but
efpecially for internal religion, for repentance towards God,
and faith towards our Lord Jefus Chnft, for fupreme love to
God, fubmiffion and refignation to his will, and real con-
formity to his moral perfections.---Thefe are the great ef-
fentials of religion, which he afpires after an increaling en-
joyment of himfelf, and burns with zeal againft the oppofite
evils in his own breaft. And this is the religion he is zealous
to promote among mankind: it is not a name, 2 form, or a
party, which he longs to fee prevail, but real powerful god-
linefs, ruling in the heart, and regulating the whole tenor

of the life,
He is zealous for the converfion of finners. 'What an ho-
Ee3 nour
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nour would he account it to be inftrumental in bringing
others to the knowledge and love of God, that are now
ftrangers and enemies to him ! Itis true, the judicious chri-
ftian is led, by the divine word, by a refleCtion on his own
experience, and by obfervation of the ftate of mankind, to
entertain fuch a conviction of the total depravity of the hu-
man heart, and the infuperable obftinacy of the rebellious
will of man, that he would defpair of the converfion of any
finner in the world, without the regenerating influences of
the Holy Spirit. Hence one principal effe&t of godly zeal
will be, his abounding in fervent prayer for divine power to
attend the ordinances of God’s houfe. But though regenera-
tion, firiétly fpeaking, be allowed to be the immediate effet
of divine agency, beyond and above the ufe of means, yet
God is accuftomed to employ them in bringing finners un-
der thofe awakenings and convictions that ufually preccde
regeneration; and it islikewife in the ufe of means, that the
fecret influence of renewing grace, is manifefted by afive
¢conerfion, There is therefore nothing in the dotrine of
Efficacious Grace, when rightly explained, that tends to
difcourage us from expreffing our zeal for the converfion of
fouls, by the moft diligent ufe of every means that is
fuited to inftru&, alarm, or allure the mind.

Were it needful to prevent fome other of our principles
from being mifunderftood by thofe who embrace them, or
mifreprefented by thofe who oppofe them, we might briefly
thew that the doltrines of future punifiment, of God’s fpecial
eletting love, or of the divine decrees in general, form no objection
to your feeking the falvation of all around you, and wiil be
no excufe for the want of zeal in this cafe.---It appears from
£a&, as teftified in the divine word, that the wifeft and moft
benevolent of beings did not think it would tend to produce
the greateft quantity of happinefs, to enfure the final felicity
of every individual. Sin and mifery have taken place,
though we cannot rationally doubt his ability to have pre-
vented their exiftence. We are fure he had good reafons
for his conduét in not hindering the introduction of evil, and
fear not but the final iffue of events will fully juftify his de-
termination, and prove the plan he has atually adopted to
be the wifeft and beft of all poffible fchemes. Though we
expet the apoftate angels, and a confiderable number of
our own fpecies, will be miferable for ever, we are perfuaded
that when all the faved are made perfe&t in benevolence,
they will applaud the conduct of the Great Supreme, and
all heaven will refound with hallelujahs, though the fmoke of
their torment, who perfifted in impenitence, fhall afcend for

ever
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ever and ever.---But God’s decrees are unknown to us
till their accomplithment. We know not one individual
that he hath determined to abandon to his own lufts. It is
our part to exert ourfelves, in the prefent flate, with the
warmeft zeal, warning every man, and teaching every man,
with an ardent defire to prefent every man perfest in Chrifp
Fefus. Who would excufe 2 watchman, who, perceiving
fire breaking out in 2 houfe, fhould negleft any attempt to
alarm the family, and, after they were burnt to death, thould
plead that God had decreed they thould be confumed? The
fulfilment of God’s fecret will in their death, would not prove
it contrary to his revealed will that be fhould be put to death
for his negle&. Or, where is the predeftinarian who loves
money, who would infer, becaufe he never fhall get more
than God has determined, that therefore he neced not ufe
means to oblige his cuftomers, or to engage them to come
to his thop, &c. Alas! if fome, who fcandalize our prin-
ciples, did but love God’s glory, and the fouls of men, as
well as they love the mammon ot unrighteoufnefs, they would
eafily underftand the confiftency of the dorine of the de-
crees, with their laying out themfelves continually, to im-
prove every talent, and to ufe every opportunity, to fecure
thefe blefled obje@s. Inftead of being excufed from a&ivity
inthe caufe of God, by the do&rine of frvereign, efficacious
grace, that truth is highly neceflary to fupport the truly be-
nevolent mind, under the difcouragements which would
arife from a view of human depravity, as not only attefted
in feripture, but confirmed by evident fa&t. A man tho-
roughly engaged in the promotion of truth and holinefs
might well fink into defpair, upon perceiving that the carnas
mind is enmity againft God, cannot brook {ubjeétion to his
law, nor be induced fincerely to comply with the gofpel, by
the wifeft and beft of means ; if it were not for the comfort-
able affurance that God can turn the heart, and take away
the very difpofition to refift, by the energy of his Spirit ; and
were he not alfo affured that he has promifed and predeter~
mined to effe¢t this happy change on an innumerable mul-
titude of the children of men.

But the zealous friend of the Redeemer 1is not only con-
cerned to fce multitudes efpoufe his caufe ; he ardently de-
fires that all the profefled followers of Chrift may evidence’
the fincerity of their attachment to him by their growth in
grace, or their progrefs in the ways of Holinefs. He is zealous
for perfonal religion. “He feels his own imperfections, and
is humbled on their account. He finds his heart is perpe-
tually prone to wander from God; and the more he knows

Ec4 it,
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it, the more he diftrufts it. Zeal for God ‘makes him jca-
lous of himfelf, left he fhould ever deal treacheroufly with
his beft friend. When moft active in his fervice, he con=-
fiders his exertions as miferably Junguid, compared with the
obligations he feels himfelf under. But to think of openly
difgracing the caufe of Chrift, or only fecretly backfliding
from his God, would be enough to break his heart, with a
{enfe of the bafenefs and ingratitude of fuch conduét. How
fervently does he pray, Never let them that feek thee be afbamed
for my fake, O God! Yea, no degrees of grace will fatisfy
him., Perfetion is the mark he aims at. And he cannot
be fatisfied till he fully apprehends zhat for which he was
appreherided of Chrift. Mean-while he longs to fee his
brethren partake the fame bleflednefs which he pants after
himfelf. Though more ready to-fufpect himfelf than others,
becaufe he knows moft of himfelf, yet he is aware alfo that
the beft of his fellow-chriftians are far from what they fhould
be; he watches over them with a godly jealoufy, and entreats
that they would do the fame by him. Love to God and
love to the brethren unite in exciting him to guard them
againft temptations, efpecially fuch that he himfelf has fuffer-
ed by, He watches not for their halting, but would gladly
prevent it. He mcurns for the mifcarriages of profefiors,
and longs te fee all that name the name of our Lord Jefus
united in the clofeft bonds of love to each other, and moit
thoroughly conformed to his blefled image.  Surely then the
zealous chriftian may always find enough to do for God,
both at home and abroad, and there is infinite reafon that he
fhould not be {lothful, but always abound in the work of
the Lord. He that bath wrought us for the [elf-fame thing is
Gody, who hath given us the earneff of bis Spirit : this may
well encourge us to afpire after the full enjoyment of the
hope fet before us; and though not warranted to conclude
we fhall fully attain our with in this life, yet we are confi-
dent God hath not fet us fuch narrow limits, as that any of
us need flacken our pace, on the fuppofition that we are got
as near to the mark as we can be in this world ; nor need
we leave off combating with our {piritual enemies, upon the
fuppefition that no farther viCtory can be obtained over them
while in this militant ftate.

Dear brethren, -we have hitherto treated this fubje chief-
ly in a deferiptive way, We have given you adefinition of

HRISTIAN ZEAL,—we have reprefented its general nature
—and pointed out its principal objects :—If you begin to feci
the importance of the fubje&, perhaps you are by this time
withing for fome mors particular DIRECTIONS, how you

fhould
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fhould manifeft your Zzeal for God, how you fhould difcover
your regard for his glory, and for his kingdom among men 2
You are ready to afk, what can we do more to promote the
{alvation of fouls, and the profperity of the church, than
we have done already? Dear brethren, if you are fufficiently
in earn=ft in thefe enquiries, you may eafily obtain an anfwer
to them. It istrue, you are not all in the fame ftations, you
have not all the fame talents and opportunities; but each in
his refpective fituation may deubtlels find employment in
fubferving the dear and glorious caufe. Had we a greater
meafure of zeal, a2 variety of means would appear at hand,
which have hitherto been ftrangely overlooked and ne-
glected.

Brethren, let us ufe the ftile of exbortation as moft fuited
to the interefting nature of the fubjet,— Let your zeal begin
at home. Walk clofely with God. Let your fouls follow
hard after him. Shew that you are ftrangers and pilgrims
upon the earth, whofe converfation is in heaven. Let your
fpirits make diligent fearch into your real ftate Godward.
Let zeal againft fin appear in detecting and oppofing the evils
of your own hearts. Be more fevere and rigorous in regard to
your own tempers and practices ; in condemning, bewailing
and oppofing whatever is contrary to the life of a chriftian,
than you can be concerning others. Beware of {piritual
pride and oftentation. Indulge not vain felf-complacency
in prefent attainments, but ardently prefs toward the mark.
Let it appear that your hatred of fin is univerfal; that you
hate every fulfe way. Be holy in all manner of converfa~
tion and godlinefs. Let every thing you engage in be made
fubfervient to religion. Do all to the glory of God. If re-~
ligion is thus evidently treated as your main and only con-
cern, what weight will this give to your own teftimony, and
that of your minifters in its favour! Nothing can tend more
to the convi&tion of finners, the animation of your brethren,
and the confufion of all who perfift in their oppofition to
God’s truth and ways.

Were all your hearts, brethren, enflamed with more holy
zeal, how many ways are there in which, not only minifters,
but private chriftians, might hope to be inftrumental to the
converfion-of fouls! Would it not excite you to greater
diligence in inftru&ing your own families, your dear children,

sour fervants, all thofe that God in his providence has more
immediately committed to your care ?—W ould it not engage
you to forward the inftruction of others by every means in
your power ? Many might do more fervice than they
have yet done, by religious converfation with their

neighbours,
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neighbours, efpecially in times “of fickne(s: vifiting the
poor particularly, and relieving their ncceflities, and at
the fame time giving them feafonable advice, and offering
to pray with them. If you have but fmall gifts for inftruét-
ing them yourfelves, might you not take a book with you
and read to them ; and either lend it, or give it them as you
can afford? Scott on Repentance, Hallyburton’s (Great Con-
cern, Guthrie’s Trial of a Saving Intereft in Chrift, &c.
would be very proper for fuch purpofes. ‘How much geod
might richer chriftians do, by giving away thefe, and other
books, among their neighbours | How many ways might they
find of gratifying a benevolent {pirit, if they had more ar-
dent zeal for God! Much good might be donc to the
rifing generation by encouraging Sunday Schools, and
other charity fchools, efpecially if the fubfcribers would
infpect them, and affit in them occafionally them-
fclves,  If all our church-members, and the conftant
hearers of the gofpel, had more zeal, they would open their
houfes for the preaching of God’s word in many dark willages,
and encourage it by their own attendance; and by fetting up
meetings of prayers and reading fermons to their neighbours,
would labour to diffufe divine knowledge. Unfpeakable
weight would be added to all your inftructions, and to thc
occafional difcourfes of your minifters, if your neighboursin
every village were conftrained to allow that all your deport-
ment was confiftent and exemplary; if religious fervants
were more diligent, faithful, fober and peaceable than any
others : tradefien, hufbandmen, and others, more punétual,
equitable, beneficent, &c. always difpofed to do good, even
to enemies and perfecutors ; ready to deny themfe%ves for the
fake of ferving their neighbours, and never fo happy as when
opportunities offer of honouring God, and exprefling kind-
nefs to their fellow-men. Can you doubt of it, brethren,
that if every one was unweariedly employed in feeking
the honour and fuccefs of the gofpel, accompanying thefe ef-
forts with ftrong cries and prayers to God for his blefling,
this labour of love would not be in vain in the Lord ?—It
would efpecially be an hopeful fymptom of an approaching
revival, if chnftian churches were induced more generally
to unite in the frequent obfervance of days of FASTING and
PRAYER, a practice which has too much funk into difufe
among proteftant diffenters, in the prefent century; but of
which fome of our brethren have attefted the happy effects
within the laft year, and profefs that the more frequently and
fervently they have engaged in this folemn duty, the more
fatisfaction and enjoyment they have found therein, Certainly
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it tends to increafe our engagednefs of heart in the fervice of
the Lord, and if you are but excited to.perfift in thus wreft-
ling with God, in the ftrength of Chrift, you muft and will
be fuccefsful.

O that we were indeed infpired with greater zeal for the di-
vine glory, for the honour of religion; for a clofer union among
all true chriftians ; for purity ot dotrine; for the fupport of
in our difcipline churches, for the practice of pure and undefl-
ed religion !—The limits of our letter prohibit enlargement 5
we muft only add a few neceflary cauTIONS, and fhali then
clofe with fome animating MOTIVES.

Unite zeal for principle and for pradice.  All evangelical
truth is of a holy tendency, and is either mifunderftood, or
you do not enter into the {pirit of it, if it does not regu-
late your tempers and influence your lives. On the other
ham?,, nothing can fo happily promotc beneficence, integrity,
and equity towards men, and piety towards God, as evan-
gelical truth. Indeed there can be no genuine piety with~
out faith in Chrift Jefus, And our regard to our fellow men
will prove effentizily defective, and will be found to flow
merely from worldly policy, or fome modification of felf-love,
if it has not vital faith for its fource.

Let your zeal be confiftent and univerfal. Confider the
connection between the feveral branches of religious truth
efpecially between the law and the gofpel— They who deny
the infinite glory and atoning facrifice of the Redeemer, can-
not have any very exalted views of the moral government
of God. They muft deny the infinite evil of fin, the unalter-
able equity of the law, and confequently the infinite love-~
linefs of the Deity, and the infinite importance of f{upport-
ing its authority, Thus, by detralting from the dignity of
the Saviour, they equally degrade the dignity of the Law-
giver and moral Governor of the world.—No man can un~
derftand the lawv of God, without feeing his need of the
gofpel ; as no one can underftand the gofpe/, without feeing
therein God’s zeal for the honour of his law : nor can he
approve of Chrift, unlefs he approves of his mediation, in
this view, as fecuring the honour of God as a righteous
law-giver.—~Many of old were zealous for the Jaw of Mofes,
who did not underftand the fpirituality of the msral law, nor
the meaning of the ceremonial, nor the nobleft defign of the
whole Moafiac difpenfation, and fo went about to eftablifa
their own righteoufnefs, in oppofition to the effential righte-
oufnefs of the'divine nature, as well as to God’s eftablithed
wmethod'of juftifying finners. Many in the prefent day tread
in their fleps, and rejeét the atonement as unneceffary.—

Qthers
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Otkers profefs a great zeal for free grace and the gofpel, whe
never faw themfelves to be fairly condemned, and confe~
quently never could fee their real need of grace; for it
1s a certain axiom, that there can be no more of GRACE in our
Jalvation, than there would be of JUSTICE in our condemna-
tion. Such perfons are often virulent and bitter in their zeal,
and as full of Pharifaic pride and felf-righteoulnefs as any
profefled advocates for human merit; though they hide it
from themfelves by a few free-grace phrafes. There js much
room to fear the whole religion of fuch perfons is founded
merely in SELF-LOVE, and a previous confidence that they
are God’s peculiar favourites ; they can bear to hear nothing
preached up but their fuppofed privileges ; and all inftruction,
cantion, admonition, and exhortation, excites their contempt
and indignation. May your zeal, dear brethren, be evidently
of a different kind ; leading you at once to fupport the glory
of God’s righteous govermment, and the honour of his fove-
reign grace, as the alone fource of your falvation.

Manifeft that you are zealous not merely far the letter but
Jor the [pirit of the gofpel: that your zeal is not merely for
the phrafes of a party, but for thofe happy effects which
evangelical truth, juftly ftated, and cordially believed, di-
re(tly tends to produce. It is by the sruth as it is in Jefus,
that the Holy Spirit humbles, encourages, and faniifies the
foul, and hence the zealous concern of the believer for its
fupport and propagation.

Liet your zeal for particular truths or duties be in proportion
ta their comparative importance. 'Though no part of religi~
ous truth is trivial or ufelefs, all the doftrines of God’s
word are not equal in their importance. It indicates a dif-
tempered zeal when perfons are violent in their defence of
Icffer points, on which it is evident that true faints have
had different apprehenfions in the prefent imperfet flate of
the church, and at the fame time languid in their fupport of
the more cffential do&rines of chriftianity, in which there
is a much greater agreement among all humble and holy
fouls. If our zeal 1s well proportioned it will not fuffer
a little difference to difunite us, more than our agree-
ment on many more important articles can endear us to
each other, Nor fhall we, as the cafe has {fometimes been,
oppofe thafe the moft warmly, who come the neareft to our
fentiments, without agreeing in every punétitio.—Thus alfo,
as to practice, negle€t no duty, but fhew the greateft zeal for
the weightier matters of the law; and let oppofition to fin
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be againft cvery falfe way. A counterfeit zeal is only againft
fome particular {in; like Jehu’s againft the worfhip of Baal,
but not againit the worfhip of the Golden Calves. « Thus
« fome will feem to be very zealous againft profanenefs, and
< pride in apparel, &c. who themfelves are notorious for
¢ covetoufnefs, clofenefs, and it may be backbiting; envy,
¢ turbulency of fpirit, and rooted ill-will to thofe who have
¢ offended them.”

Watch and pray that your zeal may be attended with the
exercife of humility, felf-denial, mecknefs, patience, and real
prudence ; otherwife you may greatly injure the caufe you
mean to promote, and give your enemies opportunity to
reproach the ways of God. Never was any mere man more
zealous than Paul, yet he united much caution and cir-
cumfpeltion with his zeal, 1 Cor. x. 32, 33. and exhorted
others to the fame practice, Rom. xv. 1, 2. xii. 15. xiv. 16,
19. Eph. iv. 5.—It is fpiritual pride that leads us to difregard
all confequences, and to defpife the idea of guarding our
temper and condu&, left, when we have been warm in a good
caule, our zecal fhould degenerate into mere party-fpirit, or
become mixed with fome corrupt principle.

True zeal will altuate you to gppofe error and fin, and you
muft not be flack in that oppofition, but never forget two
cautions concerning it. (1.) Let the oppofition your zeal
makes to evil be firflly and chiefy direfted againft the evils
of your own hearts and lives; and, (2.) let the oppofition
your zeal excites you to make againit error and iniquity in
others, be evidently the oppofition of lwe. Shew that it is
love to God and man, which inkindles your refentment
againft {entiments or practices that would dithonour him, or
injure them. Manifeft that love even to the fouls of thofe
perfons whofe opinions and pra@ices you oppofe, conftrains
you to that oppofition, and induces you to conduét your-
felves in that manner which you hope will be beft {uited to
reclaim them from the evil of their way., And be fure ufe
no unhallowed weapons in defence of the caufe you efpoufe,
but only fuch as are authorifed by truth and real benevo-
lence.

Beware, dearly beloved, in every exercife of zeal, left fo/f~
dpve burn in your bofoms, inftead of difinterefted benewolence.
Nothing can be more oppofed to the fervor of true bene-
volence, than the fervor of feifithnefs. Yet, as we have al-
ready fuggefted, this moft hateful tzmper may fometimes put
on the garb of religion, and even of evangelical religion. A
man having been terrified by the power of God’s angber:

ut
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but who never faw the juffice of his difpleafure againft fin,
may afterwards prefume that Chrift is his faviour, though he
never was well pleafed with him for his righteoufuefs fake, ox
becanfe be harh magnified the law and made it honsurable 5 yet
the perfuafion of his own fafcty and exaltation, may infpire
him with plenty of zeal for what he calls the gofpel; and
fuppofing he is not bound to trouble himfelf about moral
duties, he has the more time to fpend in defence of his muti-
lated {yftem of religion; while he is deftitute of love to
God, and full of hatred to men, except thofe of his own
party. He regards what he calls Gop, merely as the image
of hunfelf, and as having the fame partial regard for him,
which he has for himfelf: caring nothing for the divine
charaéter, or for the genegral good, he is not anxious to
prove the confiftency of the method of falvation with the
divine perfeCtions and government, but accounts it all loft
Iabour if others engage in that attempt : And if he fhould
lofe his confidence, and but fufpect that God will deal with
bim, as he expects he will with the major part of mankind, his
love would be immediatcly turned into bare-faced enmity,
and he would be ready to blafpheme the ruler of the fkies.—
There needed no regeneration to produce fuch religion as
this. Do not even finners, faid our Lord, love thefe that love
them ? It was not founded in a fpiritual fenfe of the divine
glory, but all originated in a fuppofed immediate witnefs to
his perfonal fafety. The more of this religion men have,
the more they are inflated with pride, and inflamed with ran-
cour, again{{ all who fubmit not implicitly to their dogma-
tical affertions, and arrogant claims of infallibility. This
fire cometh from beneath, and it burns like the devouring
flames of hell. 'We exhort you, brethren, not only to be-
ware of the predominance of fuch a counterfeit zeal, but of
every corrupt mixture of the kind, and of whatever would
tend to nourifh fo hateful a difpofition.

But it is time to clofe with fome MoTIVES fuited to ex-
cite you, beloved, to greater degrees of genuine zeal for
God and his blefled caufe.

The firft motive we fhall urge is, the extent and magnitude
of the objelt of true bensvelence. Its objelt, we obferved, is
univerfal Being, including Godand his intelligent creatures ;
feeking the welfare of every individual, as far as it confifts
with the greareft good of the whole fyftem; which is com-
prifed in the glory of God, and the perfe€tion and happinefs
of his kingdom.— God’s effential giory, or his intrinfic excel-
lence and infinite felicity, cannot be increafed or diminifhed.
But this confideration is no a.more reafon why any individual

ihould
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fhould negle& his fervice, or difregard his declarative glory,
than it would be for a/ created beings to do fo. Rather the
fupreme excellence of Jehovah, from whence his fupreme
happinefs neceflarily refults, is the primary ground upon
which all his creatures are required to live to Him, and not
to themfelves. And though his ¢ffential glory is ever the
fame, his manifeflative or declarative glory admits of increafe,
and we may be the honoured inftruments of advancing it;
for this coniifts in the difcovery and communication of his
fulnefs to his creatures——In proportion as God is known
and loved by rational creatures, their prefent happinefs is
promoted, and their future felicity afcertained. Hence bve to
God, and love to man, unite in urging you inceffantly to aim
at the advancement of your Creator’s glory, and at the good
of your fellow-men.—Confider the caufe you efpoufe is that
of GOD, the Greateft and Beft of Beings. And the in-
tereft of his kingdom comprehends the whole of intelligent
exiftences, except only thofe final impenitents, who perfift
in oppofing their Maker, who are lefs than nothingin com-
parifon with Him, againft whom they have revolted without
caufe. And as to created beings, how many more are there
for us, than all that are againft us? The glorious angels
participate the happy confequences of redemption, though
in a more indire&t manner than the ranfomed children of
men. Though they never tranfgrefled the divine law, and
therefore never needed falvation, they feel the moft raptur-
ous joy at the repentance of every fuved foul, and contem-
plate with unfpeakable profit the harmonious manifeftation
of the divine perfettions in the crofs of Chrift.—We have
room to believe, that at length all the friends of God in all
parts of the univerfe, even though refiding in diftants worlds,
thall be known to one another, and the happinefs of every
individual fhall make fome addition to the happinefs of each
other.—In other cafzs, we expe&, that if people are zeal-
ous at all, their zeal will bear fome proportion to the great-
nefs of the enterprize in which they are engaged. Let it
be {o here. Every thing elfe, in which the affeftions and
paffions of mankind can be engaged, is lefs than nothing
and vanity when compared with the caufe and kingdom of
God.

We befecch you, holy brethren, partakers of the beavenly
calling, confider the Apefils and High Prieft of our Profeffion,
Chrift Fefus. Let the excellency of his caufe, the ardor
which he himfelf hath fhewn in 1t, the perfonal obligations
Zou are under to him, and bleffings derived from him to 2all

is people, excite your z¢s/ to the uttermoft,—Reflect <}>;1
the
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the original dignity which he eternally poflefled, and confi-
der the depth of humiliation to which he condefcended for
your fakes. He took upon him the form of a fervant, and
how did he exert himfelf then in the glorious caufe. He
was unwearied in feeking his Father’s glory; he made it
his meat and drink to do his will. He céuld truly fay, the
zeal of thine boufe hath eaten me up.  He was perpetually em-
ployed in doing good to the bodies and fouls of men, though
he fuffered fo inceffantly the contradiction of finners againit
himfelf. He put on righteoufnefs as a breaft-plate; and the
helmet of [alvation was on his head : and be put on the garments
of wvengeance for his choathing 5 and he clad himfelf with zeal as
with a mantle. He fet his face like a flint againft all oppofi~
tion ; and glorioufly finithed the work which his Father had
given him to do,.though it was the moft arduous tafk thas
ever was atchieved, even the reconciliation of tranfgreflors
unto God. The difficulties in his way were fuch as none
could have furmounted but himfelf, and it coft him his life
to effeét his wonderful defign. He willingly facrificed him-
felf to fecure the happinefs of his people, 1n perfeét ¢onfift-
ency with the divine glory. The kingdom of God among
men, the kingdom of righteoufnefs and yet of peace, was
founded in Immanuel’s blood. He knew it could not be
erefted at lefs expence; but it had been foretold that he
fhould not fail, nor be difcouraged, until he had fet judg~
ment on the earth, and that the ifles thould wait for his law.
And now the moft difficult part of his work is finithed ; he
accomplithed the purchafe of redemption by himfelf alone,
But having applied that falvation to your hearts, he conde-
fecends to employ you under him in the further advance-
ment of his caufe. And can you be languid and lukewarm
in the fervice of fuch a friend ! Let his love, his dying love,
conftrain you to imitate his example, and exert yourfelves
in his intereft, Had he never died for you, it would have
been robbery of your Maker to have employed your powers
not for him, but for another. But you are now the Lord’s
by a newand more endearing tie. He has not only brought
you out of a ftate of non-exiftence, but bought you off from
that punifhment which would have delervedly rendered your
exiftence infinitely more dreadful than non-exiftence; and
now he has called you to glory and virtue. Certainly he
needs not your aid, but he honours you by employing you
in his fervice.  And though we muft confefs that without
him we can do nothing, we ought to confider ourfelves as
much bound to activity in behalt of his blefled kingdom, as
if its profperity depended on our exertions, L
set



ON GODLY ZEAL. 437

Let the greatnefs of the oppofttion that is mads to the reign
#f God on earth ftir you up to the more ardent zeal.—Are not
the hofts ofhell in league againft you, and your glorious Lord?
Are not the major part of mankind flill engaged on the fide
of fin? And were not you yourfelves once attive enemies to
the bleffed Saviour ? Let refle&tion upon your former fervi-
tude roufe you to affert that glorious liberty where with
Chrift has made you free.  Be at leaft as altive for the beft
of Mafters, as you were once for the worft of tyrants.
Think how much difhonour has been unjuftly caft upon God
by yourfelves, and by your fellow-finners. Refleét how
greatly God may be glorified after all in your pardon
and recovery. Let thefe thoughts flimulate you to altivity
in glorifying him.—Remember the power and policy of hell
are engaged againft you, and yet they fhall never prevail;
for the captain of your falvation has proved himfelf more
than a match for the powers of darknefs. He has triumphed
glorioufly, and his promife enfures your vicory; but it will
not be obtained without an earneft confli®.  You muft en-
gage with principalities and powers, and combat with ene«
mies who once lorded it over you. But Omnipotence is
on your fide. Through your God you may do valiantly,
for he fhall tread down your enemies for you.—Be not con-
tented with ftanding merely on the defenfive. Carry on the
war in the name of Jefus into the empire of your adverfary.
Through the Spirit you fhall mortify the deeds of the body,
and obtain farther conquefts over your in-bred foes. And
you are warranted to labour and hope to be inftruments of
refcuing others from the prince of darknefs that are now led
captives by him at his will.

Confider the miferable flate of mankind. O that you had
al of you a conception of the extent of Satan’s empire
over the children of men. We recommend to your ferious
attention, the {ketch which brother CAREY has lately given
of the /iawemyf the heathen world, and the fermons publifhed
by brother SuTcLIFF and brother FULLER on Fealufy for
the Lord of Hofls and the pernicious influence of delay. In
thefe you will find many particulars, which we have not
room to lay before you in this letter, that will tend, if you
have any feelings in your fouls, to excite your compafiionate
concern for your brethren of the human race, who fit in
darknefs and the fhadow of death. How great are their
prefent miferies! And what ruin is before them! O the
poor miferable Heathens | Mahometans! Papifts ! Eaftern
Chriftians ! Nominal Proteﬁan;s! What a ftate are thc¥

rt R,
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in! Read books of hiftory and geography with tears of coms
pafion. Let every newfpaper excite your pity. Open
your eyes, and look round ycur towns; your villages, yea
round our congregations, and fee what multitudes are_finfully
dead to God ; thenfay, how dwelleth the love of God in us,
if we feel not for thefe wretched fouls ! Yet may thefe dry
bones live, though they are very many and very dry. God
can as eafily convert any one of them as he could you.
And it is his will that you fhould enquire of him concerning
thefe things, and feek to him for the effufion of his Holy
Spirit upon them.

Had we more zeal for God, how much happier fhould we be!
A&tivity is the beft proof of life. Exercife is conducive to
health, The exercife of grace is the health of qur fouls,
Brethren, the dreaming lives too many of us live, have bug
little pleafure in them, and nowonder. Henceforth, while we
hive, let us live! May we live more abundantly te Geod.
May we prefs forward in his ways. The way of the Lord is
Slrength to the wpright., They that run therein thall not be
weary; but if we only walk, the moft that can be faid’is, we
JBall not utterly faint,  The moft a&ive chriflian will be or-
dinarily the moft happy, the moft honourable, the moft ufe-
ful.—But how does our Lord hate lukewzrmnefs, and how
fhould we hate it. Rcad his meflage to Laodicea, and
tremble. Rev, iii. 16, Regard his animating charge, Be
2ealons, and repenty v. 19.  Repent of paft lukewarmnefs,
and watch againit it in future.  But unlefs zeal is continually
in exercife, how fenfibly will its cdious oppofite extend its
baneful influence over us. How will it ¢l our hearts and
enervate our hands. How will it render {uch that {fhould
be as the falt of the earthy as falt that hath loft its favour,
which is fit only to be thrown out and trodden under foot of
men. Think of the many inftances in which you have
feen the love of others wax cold, and dread left the epidemic
infeCtion fhould fvize yourfclves. Sce the acwmmty of your
Lord’s enemies, and let their fervor in a bad caufe provoke
you to jealoufy. Shall they be altive who are engaged in
the fame war with Devils ! and will you be indolent wheo are
engaged on the fame {ide with Angels?

Certain viflory awaits the zealous followers of the Lamb.—
Not only fhall each obtain the victory individually, and in-
herit a crown of glory; but a glorious period is haftening,
when the kingdoms of this world fthall become the kingdoms of
our Lorp and of his CHrIsT. God has promifed to do

great thing: befors the end of time, and we know not how
fecir the hLappy period will commence.  ‘The prefent age
feems
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feems pregnant with great events, The nations of Europe
appear in commotion, and whatever may be the views of
contending parties, God our Saviour has a E_ood and bene-
volent end to to anfwer, to which even the efforts of his ene-
mies fhall be fubfervient; but how great the honour of be-
ing numbered with his fincere and zealous friends. If the
days we hope for are at hand, the queftion concerning the
prefent race of profeflors is this, Shall we be among thofe
who will be employed in bringing forward the glorious period,
or among thofe that muft-be removed out of the world before
the happy times can begin? The whole creation groaneth and
travaileth in pain until now, and certainly, if we bave the firft
Jruits of the Spirit,we alfo fhall long and labour for the redemp-
tion of the whole myftical body of Chrift. Hitherto we have
been ready to complain, ¢ have nat wrought any deliverance
in the earth, neither have the inbabitants of the werld fallen.
But let us not ceafe crying mightily unto the Lord, wntil
the SPIRIT be poured upon us Lfram on high; then the wilder-
nefs thall become as a fruitful field, and the defert like the
garden of God.—Yes, beloved, the fcriptures cannot be
broken. JEsus muft reign univerfally. All nations fhall
owa him. All people fhall ferve m., His kingdom fhall
be extended, 7ot by human might, or power, but by the
effufion of his Holy Spirit. He will be exalted in his own
Sirength,  Whatever dark fcenes we may fee firft, bis bright-
nefs is as the light. He cannot err. His whole plan is alear
before him;. and he hath power abfolutely infinite to execute
it. His ftrength is fo far from being exhaufted, that it hath
not yet been all exerted. All the difplays of his power
hitherto have been rather the hiding of his power, than the
full manifeftation of it. He iatends to accomplifh far
greater events before the end of time, than have yet taken
place; and as he loves to make his ffrength perfei in weak-
nefs, our own infufficiency and imbecillity is no objection to
his ufing us in the advancement of his blefied caufe. The
weaker we are in ourfelves, the more will the excellence of
the power appear to be of God. Wherefore, beloved, be ye
zealous, ﬂejfz_zﬂ and unmoveable, atways abounding in the wark
of the Lord, forafmuch as your labour is not in vain in the
Lord.
Signed by order of the Affociation,

JOHN RYLAND. jun,
Moderator,
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