AN

E L E G Y

ON THE DEATH OF

The Rev. CALEB EVANS, D.D.

Who departed this Life, dugu/? 9, 1791, in the Fifty-fourth
Year of his Age.

Smitten Friends
Are Angels fent on errands full of love;
For us they languith, and for us they dic. Youxe.

By the Rev. Benjamin Fraxcis.

HAT founds are thefe that wake the mufe again
From her fhort fleep*, and pierce her breaft with pain!

How falfe her hopes, how tranfient her repofe !
And O, how pungent her fucceeding woes !
’Midft kindred graves {fhe fpends her cloudy days;
The Father’s firft, the Son’s fhe next, furveys:
Down, down fhe gazes on the dear remains,
That {weetly fleep where lafting filence reigns.
Near by their fide, her worthy %\]EWTON lies,
NewTon the meek, the amiable, the wife,
With learned FoskeTT, humble, grave, and kind,
And gifted BEDDOME of a pious mind.
"The Sire and Son the mufe had long enjoy’d
As bofom friends, in friendly deeds employ’d:
Ah, lovely Pair! their virtues ftill arife
In beauteous forms before her penfive eyes:
Ah, why furvive her faithful Friends to mourn
*Midft weepipg crowds around their hallow’d urn!

* Alluding to the Author’s Elegy on the Rev. Hugh Evans, M. A. father of
the doctor, and to his latc Elegy on the Rev. Robert Day.
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Why live to fee her Funior go before,

And, in life’s wane, his mighty fall deplore !
‘What, Evaxs dead! how painful is the {found!

‘What awe, what grief the tidings.{pread around!

A folemn gloom, in friend(hip’s mournful eye,

O’erwhelms the land, and veils the fpacious {ky:

Relations, churches, paftors, pupils, friends,

And the long train of indigents, that bends

Beneath the weight of penury or pain,

Blend their deeps fighs, and join the plaintive ftrain,

While fair Britannia and Hibernia feel

The general wound, an age can {carcely heal,

The weftern world whofe weal he kindly fought,

(His heart embrac’d each tribe, each clime remote, )

Bewail the lofs, extenfive realms fuftain

In his remove, on either fide the main:

So fhone his page in virtue’s caufe abroad,

The caufe of freedom, and the caufe of God !
Nature and art adorn’d his noble mind,

And grace divine his vigorous foul refin’d,

From early youth to fhine with growing rays,

Like the fajnt dawn to the meridian blaze,

In the wide fphere by Heaven for him ordain’d,

Till the bright prefence of his God he gain’d:

Birth, education, learning, native powers,

Connetions, flation, golden focial hours,

Fach gift, each virtue, and devotion’s flame,

Confpir’d to form his charalter and fame.
Timotheus-li%e, He, in a tender age,

Receiv’d the imprefs‘of the facred page :

Celeftial truth {hone through his inmoft {oul,

Ium’d, control’d, reviv’d, and warm’d the whole.

He felt the doltrine of the crofs, and found

Life, peace, and joy through all his pow’rs abound,

The eternal Sun that fhines beyond the fkies,

Arofe and thone on his admiring eyes,

In all his glories, human and divine,

And heal’d his {pirit with his beams benign.

His heart diffolv’d beneath the melting rays

Of heavenly love, in gratitude and praife,

How did he burn with an increafing flame

Of ardent love for his Redeemer’s name,

A flame firft kindled, {till maintain’d, and fann’d,

By an all potent, an all gracious hand!

Noz
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Nor error’s flood, nor diffipation’s tide,

Could damp its force, or its effulgence hide.

Born from above, above his foul would foar,

And the bright realms of endiefs day explore:
Heaven was his country, and his portion God,
And purity the thining path he trode.

‘What Chriftian virtue feen on earthly ground

To ftand and thrive, was not in Evaxs found?
Sincerity fat regent in his breaft,

Controlling all; deceit was ne’er a gueft

‘Within his heart, ah, no! his God was there,
And truth and love his dear companions were.
Philanthropy, diffus’d through all his foul,
Plann’d his fair life, and aggrandiz’d the whole.

In him the hufband, parent, and the friend,
‘Their various charms were ever {een to blend.

His dear abode ‘was the abode of love,

And every grace defcended from above:

There prayer and praife, on faith’s {wift pinions borne?
To Heaven’s high throne afcended night and morn :
There, bounteous friendthip hail’d the ftranger in,
‘Tho’ even a foe the {tranger long had been:
‘There, pining want was {peedily reliev’d,

And various comfort various grief receiv’d.

‘What zeal for God, what charity to man,

Glow’d in his breaft, and through his attions ran?
The {fame bleft motive and benignant end

Reign’d in the Chrifiian, Preacher, Tutor, Friend;
How did his heart in each relation flame

‘With 1,ve to man and zeal for Jefus’ name!

His hand reliev’d the fons of want around,

The fatherlefs in him a father found;

The friendlefs widow and her infant care,

Were fure his aid and fympathy to fhare:

Young indigents * proclaim, in numerous bands,
‘The kind exertion of his heart and hands:

As monuments of his unwearied zeal

For your extenfive and eternal weal,

O grace the temple which he rear’d for God,

Nor quit the road your feet {o long have trode.

# Children taught at the Free Schools, which the Doctor eftablithed and
fuperintended at Briftol, Mangotsfield, and at Downend, four miles from Briftol,
wher: he ereted a new plaee of worfhip,

6 Each
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Each gift, each grace, each facred virtue found
In his fucceeding anceftors * renown’d,
Renown’d for goodnefs, like colletted rays,

In him fhone bright in one extenfive blaze:
Heaven grant the fame unfeigned faith may thine
In his dear offspring, with each grace divine !

In early days, infpir’d by ardent zeal
For Jefus’ name and man’s immortal weal,
With a rich ftore of various {cience fraught,
And by the page of infpiration taught,

He boldly ftood, fir'd like the Hebrew youth,
The firipling champion of infulted truth,

And nobly fought for his redeeming Lord,

The word of life was his vi¢torious fword.

Vice, fuperftition, tyranny, and all

The hofts of errors, that attempt our thrall,
With grey tradition’s veteran troops, he charg’d
With {cripture weapons, and our mind enlarg’d.
Each truth divine he faithfully explain’d,

Each truth divine he zcaloufly maintain’d,

The promife open’d, where our refuge ftands,
Enforc’d the precept as in Jefus” hands.

His eloquence flow’d like a copious ftream,

And his whole foul flam’d in his mighty theme,
A theme unportant, great, and wel% defign’d
To wound the proud and heal the humble mind.
OId Sinai’s thunder feem’d to roar anew,

The audience felt as if the lightning flew,
‘While, as he pointed to the gaping tomb,

He utter’d forth the finner’s awful doom ;

‘What heart fo hard but trembled at the {ound,
And felt itfelf with guilt enchain’d around!

But wrath divine was not his favourite theme,
He dwelt with joy on the melodious Name
Ador’d by all the heavenly hoft above,

"The King of glory and the God of love,

‘Who vanquifh'd fin, deftruétion, death, and hell,
In whom alone life and falvation dwell :

He gaz’d with rapture on the bleeding crofs;
All human worth he view’d as fhining drofs:

# The Doltor’s great grandfather, grandfather, and father, were eminent mini-
fters of the Baptift denomination.”

Jefus,
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Jefus, whofe hands the univerfe control,

He lov'd, he preach’d, he {erv’d—with all his {oul.

His bright example and his do&trine thone
‘With ceafelefs lufire, like th’unwearied fun,
Until he clos’d his radiant courfe below,

And reach’d the realms where endlefs pleafures flow.

How did he labour to extend abroad
The good of man, the honours of his God!
How did he firive for the Redeemer’s caufe,
His grace difplay, and vindicate his laws!?
How did he love the good of every name,
Although his creed and theirs were not the fame!
Tell ye the objets of his {pecial care,
Whofe various aid, alas, no more ye fhare!
‘With what affeStion, faithfulnefs, and zeal,
He cver fought, your univerfal weal:
Tell ye, his friends, who heard him fweetly found
The gofpel trump in diftant parts around,
How great his toil, how wide his labors were,
How Ergc his heart, his friendfhip how fincere:
Tell ye, whofe breafts in youthful days expand
With love divine (a well colleted band, )
Who burn with zeal for great Immanuel’s name,
And to the world his faving grace proclaim,
Ye, who were once, ah, pleafing painful thought,
By his example and tuition taught,
'I};ll how he watch’d, as with a parent’s eye,
Your peace, improvement, and profperity,
How fervently your happinefs he fought
In all he did, in all he {aid and wrote,
How much he ftrove to aid your grand defign,
As faithful preachers of the word divine:
And, while ye mourn your dear Elijah’s flight
From thefe gark regions to the realms of light,
Still may his counfels wife, devout, and kind,
Live in your memory, and diret your mind:
As young Elifha’s, imitate his zeal
For facred truth and Zion’s growing weal.

Great man of God! thy venerable face
No more we {ee to gladden and to grace
Our folemn meetings ! thine inftruétive tongue
No more we hear addrefs the attentive throng;
Thy cheering prefence and thy noble foul
No more dire€t and animate Jxe whole;

251%
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How vaft our lofs! how exquifite our grief!

So Judah mourn’d when fell her pious chief.

Thy real worth was only fully known

To Him who now has plac’d thee near his throne,
How didft thou bear the burden of the day,

‘While bafe ingratitude was all the pay

"Thy generous heart and liberal hand receiv’d
From fome, whom thou hadit varioufly reliev’d!
Thou haft exchang’d, dear faint, all piercing thorns
For the bright crown, that now thy head adorns:
‘Thy numerous labors, cares, and griefs are o’er;
Thy Savior’s fmiles reward thee evermore:

Thy foul how happy, how fupremely bleft

In Jefus’ bofom, where thou Jong’ft to reft !

Yes, and before thou gain’ft thy blifsful home,
How didft thou triumph o’er the threatning tomb !
How ftrong thy faith in thy Redeemer’s name !
His crofs was {hill thy fweet, thy darling theme.
How didit thou boaft his righteoufnefs alone,

And in that Robe appear before the throne'

Dav, Newton, HirLer, Paivirs, Hary, and DoRre,
“With more fair orbs, that fhine below no more,
Thou foon didft join, a conftellation bright!

To fhine with glory in eternal light.

But ah, how dark our wretched tegions grow,
While death and grief ftill mulaply our woe!
Extend thy reign, Thou glorious Prince of peace,
Abolifh death, hid fin and forrow ceafe,

And bring us all to thy bleft realms above,

"The realms of blifs, perfe@ion, praife, and love;
There may we meet our dear departed Friend,
‘Where joy abounds, and pleafures never end,

A CATALOGUE
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A CaTaLocuUE of a few ufeful Books for a young Mi-
nifter—drawn up by the late Dr. Evans in the begin-
ning of 1773, and given to one of his much loved
Pupils then leaving the Academy.

Vanper HoogHT's Hebrew Bible is by far the beft: if
clean, fair, and well bound, it is worth from 36s. to two
guineas.

Symoxnps’s Hebrew Bible fells cheap. I think for about
12s. or 14s.; and it is the beft type next toVander Hooght’s,
only printed on a very ordinary paper.

ékABE’s Septuagint is the beft, but fcarce and dear.

The Vatican copy printed at Amfterdam 1683, a very good
one, and to be had cheap.

Minu’s Greek Teftament, with the various readings, very
valuable, and fold at a moderate price.

LeuspeN’s is the next beft, but Mattaire’s, or almoft
any other copy, is fufficient for common ufe.

%LEAU’S M};niature Greek Teftament, very neat, and often
{clls for a guinea. That printed at Sedan is fimaller, but not
fo good a type—fells commonly at 10s. 6d.

LEX1CONS, &c.

The beft are, Ainfworth for the Latin, and Hedericus for
the Greek. Befides which, Daw/on’s Lexicon for the New
Teftament, and Robertfon’s ColleCtion of Phrafes will be
found highly ufeful: as will alfo Clark’s Common Place Book
for the Scripture.

Tavror’s Hebrew Concordance, 2 vols. folio. Buxtorf,
&ec.

WiLson’s Seripture Dictionary, as well as that never fail-
ing vade mecum of every fermon maker,

Crupen’s Concordance *.

EXPOSITIONS.

The Expofitors have their different excellencies; as, for
inftance,

* The neweft edition {ells at 3. §s.  When Dr. Evans mentioned Cruden, the
laft correct and enlarged edition of Butterworth’s Concordance had not appeared;
it fells at about 8s. and is preferred, by many perfons in England and America, to
any other; and is certainly preferable to Cruden’s, in this refpect at leaft, becaute it
33 not thrown irto {0 many alphabets. EpiToxk.

Dr.
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Dr. GiLL excels in rabbinical learning, and is moreover
the touchftone of orthodoxy, with many.

HEenry and BurkITT excel in fpirituality, and feem pe-
culiarly adapted for family ufe.

DoppRrIDGE is to be valued for {ublimity, perfpicuity,
penetration, and unbounded love. ’

Guysk is much admired by fome, and I believe deferv-
edly, for his ferioufnefs.

PooLE’s Synopfis Criticorum, § vols. folio, to be bought
for 30s. or 40s.~—more valuable to a genuine ftudent than ¢/
he other commentators put together.

Poore’s Englifh Annotations are alfo very good; but the
fecond volume, written by his Continuators, 1s not fo judi-
cious as the firft.

ON REVELATION AND THE DEISTICAL CONTROVERSY.

HavrLyBurTON againit the Deifts, a finall 4to. often fold
for 1s. 6d.; but perhaps the beft piece ever wrote on the
fubject.

BaxTEeR’s Reafons of the Chriftian Religion is a book alfo
much valued, though fold cheap.

LyTTELTON’s Converfion of the Apoftle Paul, a 2s. pam-
phlet, and The Trial of the Witnefles, an eighteen penny
thing, by the late Sherlock, are excellent tracks, and I would
not have you be without them.

JEnwniNGs on the Truth and Divinity of the Holy Scrip-
tures, price 1s.; the prettieft thing for common ufe I ever
met with.

DoppripGE on the Evidences of the Chriftian Religion
is alfo a wery valuable performance, but you will meet with
a better account of the various writers on the deiftical con-
troverfy, in

LEeLanD’s View of the Deiftical Writers, 3 vols. 1gs. or
18s.—A capital work ; and which, I remember, prodigioufly
pleafed me when I read it. I fhould add, on this fubjeét,

Larpner’s Credibility of the Gofpel Hiftory; but that
I take it for granted it is a purchafe too great for a country
minifter. However, fhould it fall to your lot, know it 1s
the moft valuable work of the kind ever publifhed. Tt will
fave the inquifitive fearcher into antiquities immenfe labour.

CuANDLER’s Life of David—a vaft deal of learning dif-
played in it—a inoft mafterly defence of revelation.

Bovie’s Letures on Natural and Revealed Religion,
abridged bv Burnet, 4 vols. 8vo. In thefe you will meet

with feveral excellent performances.
Divinery,

S
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DIVINITY, DOCTRINAL, EXPERIMENTAL AND CRITICAL.

Dr. OwEeN’s works in general, highly valuable for found
learning and genuine devotion.

PresiDENT EpWARDS on the Freedom of the Will—on
Original Sin—on Religious Affe¢tions, and on the Nature
of True Virtue; the moft rational, {criptural divine, and
the livelieft Chriftian, the world was ever blefled with.

MacrLauriN’s Sermons and Effays contain many original
and 7mportant thoughts; and in fome of his fetmons there is
great energy and brilliancy of language as well as fenti-
ment,

Dxr. WrtHERsPOON’s Works, 3 vols.; and 2 vols. of his
Sermons befides, are alfo quite original and excellent. I do
not know, at leaft in modern times, where fuch another tri~
umvirate is to be met with. A glorious triumvirate indeed!
Than which I am ready to fay,

Nihil majus meliufve terris
Fata donavere, bonique Dvi,

Nec dabunt, quamvis redeant in aurum
Tempora prifcum. Honr.

However, fuch as follow I greatly reverence and efteem.

Gi1L on the Prophecies refpeting the Mefhiah, and his
Caufe of God and Truth.

BRINE on various Subjects.

Lime Street Leftures, 2 vols. A very able defence of Cal-
vinifm.

Berry Street Sermons, fomething of the fame nature, but
more praétical.

Coorer (of Bofton, New England), on Predeftination,
price 1s. 6d. wery calm and very judicious.

JEnNINGS’s Jewifh Antiquities—abound, as you know,
with ufeful Scripture critici{ms.

SnuckrorDd’s Connection of the facred and profane Hif-
tory of the World, from the creation to the diffolution of
the Affyrian empire, 3 vols. 8vo. And,

Pripeaux——his Connetion of the Old and New Tefta-
ment is highly valuable in the fame view.

Brackwarr’s Sacred Claflicks.

PRACTICAL WRITERS.

Thefe {carcely need to be particularized. I will, however,
juft mention fuch as occur to my mind.

Dr. Dopprince’s Rife and Progrefs of Religion.

Dr. Warts on the Love of God—on the Pafions—on
Humility, reprefented in the charaéter of Paul.

Dr. Warrs’s Sermons.

OgrTon’s
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OrTox’s Religious Exercifes recommended.

~————Sermons for Old People.

Dr. S. STENNETT’s Sermons—the 4¢/7, upon the whole,
i my opinion, in the Englith language.

Davis’s (of America, publithed by Dr. Gibbons), fome
of them amazingly fublime. The true {pirit of preaching *

Hirr’s, generally acceptable and ufeful.

LIVES.

Crark’s Lives. The Life of Philip Henry—of Matthew
Henry—of Halyburton—of Doddridge —of Mrs. Bury, &c.
HISTORY.

TurreTINE’s Compendium, which you tranflated.

MosuEemM, tranflated by Maclaine, with Notes, 5 vols.
8vo.

Nearv’s Hiftory of the Puritans.

Crospy’s Hiitory of the Englifh Baptifts.

R arin’s Hiftory of England, for impartiality and Revo-
Jution principles—Kimber for concifenefs—Hume for ftyle,
toryifm -and ficering loquacity—and Mrs. Macauly for the
true {pirit of republicani{m.

Rorrin’s Roman Hiftory; or a fhort one by queftion and
anf{wer—duodecimo, 1777.

Stanvan’s Hiftory of Greece.

Smrtr’s Thucydides.

KEenNET’s Antiquities of Rome, 8vo.  And,

PoTTER’s of Greece, 2 vols. 2vo.

Lorp LyrrELTon’s Hiffory of Henrv the [1. is efteemed
one of the fineft pieces of hiftory in our language.

MISCELLANEOUS,

Preceptor, 2 vols.— Rowning’s Experimenta} Philofophy—
ennings and #Vatts on the Globes.—Derbam’s Altro and
hyfico-Theology, 2 vols.—Spectators —Nature Difplayed—

Mafon on Elocution—Ray’s Wifdom of God in the Crea-
tion—~ZLocke on the Underflanding—/#arts’s Iimprovement of
the Mnd—Cum multis aliis, which, perhaps, [ mav mention
to you when you have read all thefe : for the prefent adieu.

% They are now § volumes.
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THE REV. JOSEPH JAMES.

THE OBITUARY FOR 1791 continued.
The Rev. Mr. JosEpH JamEs:

R. James was paftor of the Baptift Church at Leigh-
ton Buzzard in Bedfordfhire; during a long illnefs,
the ncighbouring minifters and churches of his own denc-
mination, fhewed him and his neccfiitous family great affec-
tion; of which he was properly fenfible. A tribute of gra-
titude is equally duc to our brethren the independents, fome
of whom diftinguifhed themfelves in favour of this good
man, His afflictions terminated in death on Jan. 5, 17971,
when he left behind him a widow and niue children, eight
of whom are under age, and the youngeft only about a year
and an half old. ’

The Rev. Wirrniaum Krvrix,

Rev. William Kilpin, fon of Mr. John Kilpin, a deacon of
the old Meeting at Bedford, was born at Bedford March 28,
1763. Ia his childhood and youth he was remarkably
allive, and very frequently had ftrong convictions of the
importance of eternal things; particularly at eight years
old, under a fermon Mr. Ryland Junior preached at Bedford,
from Ifaiah xiv. 1o. ¢ Art thou become like unto us?” At
about 13 years of age, as he difcovered a good degree of ge-
niusandfolidity, his friends were much preiled with a generous
offer to give him an academical education for the miniftry,
which they refufed to accept. Soon after this, in 1777, he
had the fmall pox and under this aflli¢tion, and {rom this
time, the 14th year of his age, gave good evidence cf a work
of grace wrought in his foul. In May 1782, he joined the
church under the pafteral care of the Rev. Jofhua Symonds,
a remote fucceflfor of John Bunyan at Bedford : at this time
Mr. Kilpin was a Padobaptift, but afterwards faw reafon
to change his fentiments concerning baptitm; and was
baptized by the Rev. Mr. Cole of Maulden.

Auguft 3, 1784, he married the eldeft daughter of the
Rev. John Emery, paftor of the baptiit church ar Staughton 3
and in January 1788, had his difmiffion from the church at
Bedford, to that at Staughton, under the pattoral care of his
father-in-law. Soon after this he began to feel a peculiar

R concern
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concern for the {alvation of his fellow mortals, and an i«
clination to the work of the miniltry; and in December
1783, at a church meeting called for that purpofe, he declared
the exercifes of his mind *; his difcouragements and encou-
ragements refpecting the work of the miniftry: at the fame
time earneftly defiring the church to indulge him with their
advice, afluring them that he would cheerfully fit down by
their determination : the members were much affe¢ted with
the account ; 'twas a general weeping day : he was requefted
to exercife his gifts among them in private, which he did
feveral times much to their fatisfaltion, and they foon after~
wards called him to more public exercife on Lord’s day
mornings. His firft public engagement, it is thought, was

lefled for the converfion of two young perfons, who after-
ward joined the church; in June, 1789, he was unanimoufly
called to the work of the miniftry, and occafionally fupplied
the neighbouring congregations till Auguft, when he received
an invitation from the church at Cotton-end near Bedford,
to preach to'them 3 months, and then for a longer time:
Mr. Emery gave the charge from 1 Tim. iv. 16. and Mr.
Pilly preached to the people from Heb. xiii. 22. former part:
C¢ét. 23, 1990, he was ordained to the pattoral office. Succels
attended his lzbors both in the converfion of f{inners, and the
edification of God’s people ; he was particularly bleiled in
uniting the divided church; the paftor and people were an
example of mutual affeCtion. His defire for the converfion
of {inners became more and more ardent 3 the fummit of his
withes was to {ee Chrift formed in the hearts of his hearers;
and the Lord left him not withouthis divine prefenceand blefi-
ing. From the time he was called by grace, to his death, he
was diftinguifhied by a {piritual favor for divine things, by
fympathy for the psor people of God, and a warm affeltion
for young Chriltians. As a minifter he was very difiident :
when he heard that his miniftry had been particularly blefled
to any of his people, he begged their prayers, nor their applau/e,
his courfe was fhort, he was paftor only 22 wecks 3 the Sab-
bath before his death, March 20, 1791, he appeared as well as

* At the fame time when Mr, K, declared the excrcifes of his mind
to thi church, Mr. John Rootham another brother did the fame, and
has fince been orcained paltor of the church at Willingham, Cambridge-
thire. Mr. K. and Mr. K. were both fent forth into the miniltry on
the iame day ; M. Emery, their pattor, preached 2 fermon on the occa-
fion from Gen. 48. 16. « The angel which redeemed me from all evil
Lleis tie Jads,™

uluud;
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tifual ; on Wednefday morning was taken ill with a pain in
his bowels, which continued, and increafed on Thur{day to
fuch an alarming degree that he could fpeak but very little.
His father-in-law Emery coming into the room on Friday, he
fixed his eyes on himand faid, ¢ The cup which my Father
hath given me, fhall I not drink it ?” he could proceed no
farther, only, being atked how he felt himfelf, anfwered,
¢ Compofed, compofed.,” On Saturday morning it appeared
that an inflammation in his bowels was haftening him on
apace to death : his father Kilpin faid, “ My dear child, you
are dying;” with much calmnefs he faid, “ My work is done,
is done, 1s done.” Being afked “if he was willing to go,” he
faid “Yes, only my dear dear family—and Cotton-End;” he
then added with difficuley,

¢ I've feen the finking Church arife,
¢¢ And leave the world in peace.”

Then with a ferene lock on the diftrefled partner of his life,
and an affetionate tear running down his cheek, he {weetly
fell afleep in Jefus, about 7 o’clock Saturday morning,
March 26, 1791, in the 28th year of his age, leaving behind
him a mourning congregation, and a widow with five {mall
children *, and a great number of ‘relations, by all of whom
he was moft affetionately beloved. ,

He was by his own defire interred in the meeting at Cotton-
End, at the foot of his predeceflor, Rev, Luke Haywood.
Rev. Mr. Piily preached at his interment from Jer. xlix. 11.
Leave thy futherlefs children, I awill preferve them alive, and let
thy widows trufl in me; and the Sabbath after, Mr. Bull, the
congregational minifter of Newport, preached a funeral
fermon at the old meeting, Bedford, from John xiii, 5. Hhat
L do thou knoweft not now, but thou fhalt know heveafter. Mr.
Emery alfo preached another at Staughton, from whence
Mr. Kilpin was fent out, on 2 Chron. xxxv. 24. Aud all

Fudah and Ferufalem mourned for Fofiah.

* The oldeft not fix years of age.
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The Rev. Rogert Day, A.M.*

Tue Rev. Rosert Dav 4, the late Paftor of the Baptift
Church at Wellington, Somerfet, was the only fon of Mr.
Jokn Day a reputable Woollen Manufalturer at Milverton
i Somerfet, a man of remarkable picty; who, about the year
1730, was called by the Baptift friends at Wellington, then
a branch of Taunton church, to exercife his gifts as a
teaching elder, after which he occafionally ferved the churches
at Stogumber, Bicknell (now Hatch), and Wellington ; in
this capacity he was made ufeful; healfo attended his bufi-
nefs till within about one year of hisdeath; in February
1763 he refted from his labours, and went to receive his
crown in the 74th year of hisagei. ¥is fon Mr. Robert
Day was born at Milverton, July the 24, 1720; from his
childhood he appeared to poflefs remarkable {olidity, but he
dated the beginning of a good work of Gracc upon his foul,
from the year 1739, (the nincreenth year of his age,)
through a fermon preached by the Rev. Mr. Terry of Tiver-
ton, at a general mceting of minifters at Bicknell: in
February 1741, he made a public profeflion of religion, being
baptized by Mr. Terry in the river at Row Green, one mile
from Wellington, and was added to the church there, foon
after the charch was firft formed. Wellington fricnds
having been heretofore a branch of the bapuft church at
Taunton, then under the care of the Rev. Mr. Joleph
Jeflries § 3 and, judging it would be much for the honor of
God, and their mutual comfort and edification, did, in Sep-
tember 1739, feparate themfelves from the church at Taunton,
and formed themfelves into a diftinét fociety. Soon after
Mr. Day’s connection with them, they noticed his promifing

* Mr. Day and the Rev, Samuel Wilton, afterwards Doétor Wilton,
of the Weigh Houfe, London ; had the degrec of Multer of Arts confer-
red on them by Rhode Ifland College, at the commencement in 1774.

+ See his elegy by the Rev. My, Benjamin Frencis in the Regilter,
part the firft for 1791, p. 222,

1 He was buried in the churchryard at Milverion; his funeral fermon
was preached by the Rev, Mr. Kingdon of Froome, who writes thus,
¢¢ I had the honar and advuntage of agreat intimacv with him for many
years ; he has told me that his fon Robert, when a Jad, never wafted bis
time bke other boys in play, but improved it in reading, meditation, and
retirement.”  Qur Mr. Robert Day, endeavoured alfo to improve the
diipenfarion, in a fermon on Eccl, vii. 2. ¢ It is better to go to the houle
of meurning, than to go to the houfe of fealting ;" and a very affciting
fermon it was,

§ Father of the late Rev. Dr. Jeffries.

gifts
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gifts for the work of the miniftry; and inthe year 1743 he
was invited by the church to exercife them, which he did to
their {utisfaction. Accordingly, he was called to the facred
work, and immediately fent to Briftol, under the care and
tuition of the Rev. My, Bernard Fofkett, for the improvement
of his mind in ufeful knowledge. Here being remarkably
aflidnous he made a great proficiency, and very foon preached
occafionally to the neighbouring churches, and frequently at
the Broadmead and Pithay, in Briftol. At that time he was
fuppofed to be of a confumptive habit, from which he did
not recover till feveral years had elapfed.

One of his fellow ftudents yet alive, the Rev. Mr. Ryland
fenior, fays, That while Mr. Day was at the Academy, the
fimplicity of his conduct, the integrity of his heart, his
thirft for knowledge, and his diligence to attain it, were very
confpicuous 3 never haughty to his fellow ftudents, never
felf fufficient nor affuming, never ludicrous. Mr. Ryland
adds, that he dont remember ever to have feen him laugh ;
that he drew up his fermons with a great deal of care, and
was from the beginning, of a mind clear and calm, generally
animated in his delivery, but never vociferous.

Before he finithed his ftudies he had two invitations, one
from Abingdon, Berks, a church in refpectable circumftances;
and the other from Wellington, then in a low and unpromif-
ing condition; fome of his moft valuable friends advifed
him to embrace the former, but as he was a member at-
Wellington, and as the two parties zhen in the Church, the
Calvinifts and Arminians, united in defiring him to fettle
among them, he thought it his duty to comply with their
requett.

Accordingly he accepted the invitation of his Wellington
friends, and came to them December 22d, 174%. A ftep
this, which he has {aid he never repented of, as he could ap-
peal to the Searcher of Hearts for the purity of Lis intentions
refpeing it. The very beginning of his miniltry amongft
them was much ownedof God: on February 1, 1747, he was
called by the church to the paftoral office, and was ordained
by the laying on of hands the 8th of April following.
Among the principal minifters that attended the ordination,
were Mr. Hann, Mr. Jones, Mr. Terry, and Mr. Widgery

itfeems Mr, Hann gave the charge from 2 Tim. iv. 1, 2.
andthat Mr. Jones preached to the people from Sol. Soung,
viii. 12. From fome of Mr. Day’s MSS. it appears that he
entered on the paftoral office with very great ferioutnefs and

R 3 deliberg-
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deliberation : The following queftions were found among
his papers, viz.

3, What is my call to this great work ? Is it the call of
God ? I have the univerfal voice of the church, and I think
I find in my own heart fome willingnefs to engage in 1t

2. What are my qualifications for this fervice? HereI am
furely found wanting; I truftI can fay I have a work of
grace begun in my foul; the Lord has fhewn me the way of
falvation by Jefus Chrift, and enabled me to approve of it
for myfelf 5 but I know, that every good man is nor fit for
the minifterial or paftoral work ; therefore, I would afk, what
are my minifteriat abilities ? have I fuflicient knowledge of
divine things ¢ This I wang, alas! I ambut a babe in under-
ftanding ! I know very little of the things of God 3 but, Lord,
I believe thou canit teach me ; I beg that what I am ignorant
of thou wouldft teach me; I know I want much prudence
and difcretion, and much holy boldnefs in the caufe of God
and religion; and I find too little of thofe excellent endow-
ments; but I wouldlook ta Thee, the great fountain, for all
that I need.

¢ 3. What are the principles from which Ia& ? do I en-
gage 1n this work from a principle of love to God, and obedi-
ence to his will # This I truft I can fay I defive to do; and
another principle from which I defire to a&t, is the love
I have to precious fouls; O that I could love them
more!

4. What are the ends I propefe to myfelf ! Lord, make
me what [ ought to be. I'truft Idefire to aim at the glory of
God as my great end ; and O help me always to keep thisin
my view: in order to thig, I would aim in all my mini-
fterial work at the good of fouls, for I am perfuaded thefe
are connered together.

“ 5, What do I now refolve on refpedting this work? I truft
1 refolve to be diligent and faithful in it, contending earneftly
for the faith once delivered to the Saints; I would give my-
felf wholly to it, and be 1nftant in feafon and out of feafon,
laying hold of every opportunity to do good to fouls; and all
this I would do, humbly depending on the aid of Divine
Grace 5 without which I know 1 can do nothing.”

M. Day did not aim at mere popularity; yet the abilities
and grace beftowed upon him, which were confpicuous to
all but himfelf, could not but render him popular ; and at
the fame time fecure the veneration of the truly judicious
and pious, in his own church and in furrounding congrega-

tions.
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tions *. His other various excellencies were adorned with a
meek and humble fpirit. A favor of divine things was very
manifeft in his life and converfation 3 out of the abundance
of his heart his tongue was ready to {peak of God.

In the year 1752, the church in Prefcot Street, Goodman’s
Fields, London, being in a widowed condition, had their
eyes upon him. Mr. Aaron Ward, Bookfeller, and Mr.
Frederick Bull, afterwards Lord Mayor of London, vifited
him on this bufinefs, and ufed numerous intreaties + with
him to remove, but allin vain, The Lord of the Harveft had
ordained, that the people who had enjoyed the firft of his
labors fhould be favoured with them to the laft; and they
were crowned with abundant fuccefs. It pleafed God to
try Mr. Day almoft through the whole courfe of his life
with very fore affi&tions, either perfonal or relative, fo that,
Mrs. Day’s conftant illnefs included, he could truly fay, that
himfelf and family together, had {carcely enjoyed one day’s
health for more than thirty years. He was very fubjeét to an
inflammation of the lungs, and had feveral times a2 nervous
fever: The moft alarming illnefs he ever had, {eized him on
November 14, 17613 the phyfician faid it was occafioned by
his abundant preaching The diforder was complicated;
an inflamation of the lungs—a nervous fever—and a univer-
fal convulfion, witha total lofs of his reafon, for twenty-

* The churches at Exon, Prefcott, Bampton, and Tiverton, not to
mention others, wil] long remember, with gratitude, his advice and afli{-
tance. When neccffary, he presched, and adminiftered both of the or-
dinances to them., He appeared among them, to ufe one of his own ex-
preflions, ¢¢ with a facr d thinre upon his countenance ;> we faw his
face as an angel of God. While the church at Tiverton was deftitute
of apaftor he adminifired the ordinance of Baptifin to me, and feven
other young perfons; as well as the Lord’s fupper on the following
Lord’s dav, and frequently afrerwards. EpITor,

+ Part of their converfation was with Mr, Day in his garden, near
a melthoufe, where one Jofeph Chorley overheard them faying that his
removal was a piece of ‘juftice which he owed to bis fumily; that he
could be much better provided for, &c. Joe liftened till his patience
was tired, and, at 1aft, greatly agitated, ran'out to procure fome of the
friends to godireétly, and remonftrate with thefe frapgers ; but before he
could get any body, he faw that their horfes were led out, and that they
were ready to mount 3 #ew er neTer was his motto, and in the pieni-
tude of his zeat, Joe laid hold of the horfes, one in one hand, and the
other in the other, and told the gentlemen that they were alting very
much out of charaéter to come and tempt their minii'}er; that the fouls
of the poor were of as much value as thofe of the rich, and THAT THE
ROBBERS OF CHURCHES WERE THE WORST OF RGBBERS!

R 4 ine
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nine or thirty days. He now lay fpeechlels and motionlefs
for many hours, and had the appearance of a dead cerpfe;
neither did his family know but he was quite gone 5 however
in the mount of ftraights, the Lord appeared, and anfwered
the fervent prayers which his own church, and which the
Weltern churches in general without ceafing put ap for the
reftoration of his valuable life; fucceeding in almolt a mira-
culous manner the fkilful endeavours of his medical friends.
He was confined by this illnefs ten wecks, but in the foilow-
ing April he was fo well recovered as to be able to baptize
five perfons, one of whom was the Reverend Mr. Stradiing.

But though he had his trials, they were confiderably allevi-
ated by the dutiful attentions of his daughter-in-law, IMifs
Elizabeth Lippincott, the converfion of moft of his chil-
dren, and the fuccels of his labours.

The greatcft additions to his church were 25 perfons in the
firftycarof his being with the church, and 25 in the year 1774,
He had the happinefs of fending five perfons * into the minife
try; two of them furvivetheir paftor ; four of the five were
ftudents at Briftol, and allofthem, throughdivine grace, are
an honour to his memory.

To Mr. Day’s other excellencies as a minifter, it may be

#* 1, Mr. THomas PyNe; he was originally one of the peoplebe-
Jonging 1o the Reverend Mr. Darracott, an excellent puniiter of the
Prefbyterian denomination at Wellington; but hearing Mr. Darvacott
preach afermon on Inrant Bap:il’r'n, ke and three others were convinced of
the propriety of the oppofite practice. Mr. P. was aman of a very {weet
temper, and exemplary in his‘whole deportment.  The Church book
does not fav when he was culled to the miniftry.  He preached oceafi-
onally at Stogumber, Milverton, Uffculm, &ec. died at Wellington in
the year 1769, and was buried in the meeting-houfe yzrd. Mr. Day
preached his funersl {ermon from 1 Pet. ii. 7. He lefi behind him a
numerous family; his widow yet furvives ; her chief fupport confiits of
eight guineasa year, a doration from the widows’ fund in London,

2. Mr. joun Kixgoon, now paftor of one of the Bapuilt Churches
at Froome, csijed to the wurk of the miniftry about Augult 1758,

3. MR. James PYNE, a fonof the above named Mr. Thomss Pyne,
fent into the miniftry in Cctober 1760, was paltor of the church at
Lyme fome years ; then of the churchat the Devizes, where he dicd in
1770.

4- Mg, Isaac STRADLING was called to the facred work in
Ofober 1767.  He is now paftor of the church at Lymington.

5. MR. JouN NorMAN was called to thework inFebruary 1777 ; he
was for fome time afliftantto the Reverend Mr. Tuwrner of Abirgdon,
and afterwards to the Reverend Mr. Gibbs of Plymouth; here he dizd,
and was buried in the fpring of the year 1782, Mr. Gibbs preached
his funeral fermon.

The lai four of thele five minilters were ftudents at Briftol,

' propex



THE REV. ROBERT DAY, A. M. 26¢

proper to add, his great felicity in fuiting his fubjects to part
ticular feafons 3 he duly noticed the occurrences in natuve,
providence, and grace : being fearful of leading his people
into a dull formality by famenefs, he diligently ftudied varicty.
The Lord crowned his labours with fo much fuccefs, that in
the year 1765 it was found neceflary to enlarge the niecting-
houtfe s in the mean time the congregation met for divine
fervice in a malt houfe near Mr. Day’s dwelling; the frfl
text he preached from, in this place, was Mal. i. 115 and on
quitting it, his laft text was Exodus xxxiii. 15. The Lord’s day
after his fon William, and daughter Anna (now Mrs. Horley
of Wellington) were baptized, he preached on Exod. xiv. 1:a
On his return from a long journey of fix weeks in tle
year 1782 (the longeft time he was ever ablent from his pee-
ple in the whole courfe of his miniftry), he preached from
Rom. i. 1t. and.on January 2d 1791, the very day 45 vears
he came to fettle in Wellington, his text was Adts xxvi. 22.

He was very regular in his ftudies, und always cndeavour-
ed to have one or more of his texts for the coming Lord’s
day by Wednefday morning.

He ufed frequently in his fermons to fay to his hearers,
% Be much with God in fecret; They that would live much to
God, muft live much upon, God ; Never go to the edge of
a temptation; The fervants of God are his children, and chil-
dren are the beit of fervants. Mal iii. 17, The duty of watch-
fulnels is never out of {eafon 3 Backfliding begins at the clofet
door; Never do evil that good may come.” At the clofe of his
fermon he would often fay, “ My great aim i3 to bring the
fubject home to your hearts.,” And when {peaking of his fer-
vices, he generally called them his ¢ poor labours.” Six weeks
before his death he attended the funeral of the Reverend and
aged Mr. Adams, at Hatch, wholefta requeft that Mr. Dav
would preach his funeral fermon from Piolm xxvi. 8, being
D Evans’s text at the opening the new mecting heufeins '84
The neighbouring minifters attended, and feme ef them par-
ticularly noticed the very great folemnity of My, Day’s adarels
in his fermon = they fay ““he preached as though he knew he
was nevermore to meet themoneareh.”Mr. Day was eminently
a clofz walker with God, and for many of his laft vears enc
joyed uninterrupted affurance and contidence in the God of
his Salvation. As he grew in years he increafed in that excel-
lent grace Humility ; one cvidence of which, amengtt many,
appears from what he faid he fhopld like in his epitaph,ifthere
were any one to his memory : “ In memory of Robert Dav, a
poor finner, but who through theriches of DrscrimiNative
Grace hopcd he was 2 real Chriftian, and aimed at being

2 a faithful
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4 faithful minifter of Jefus Chrift.” He often faid, that if
he were permitted to with for any thing in particular, it
thould be this, ““that he might not outlive his ufefuinefsy” and
his with was gratified. He was remarkably lively the laft
Lord’s day of his life, and preached with amazing vigour
from Ephellans 1. 14, “In whom ye alfo trufted after
that ye heard the word of truth, the gofpel of your falva=
tion.”  He wonderfully held forth the Lord Jefus Chrift as
the object of trufl, and particularly exhorted his people to
rrudft in him for ftrength to dear as well as do the will of God.
On Monday, March 26th, he was as well as ufual, till the
evering when, on a fudden, he was feized in the ftreet with
2 pain at his heart, which the phyfician faid was the firoke of
death.  In one night he was reduced to 2 flate of helplefs-
ncfs 3 but through the few days of his illnefs he exprefled a
remarkable ferenity of foul, and fleady fixednefson God
he mentioned the words of the Pfalmift, Pfalm xcvii. 1.
“ The Lord reigneth,” as having often been, and now being,
the fupport and comfort of his {cul, and faid “ That all was
bright and clear within.” In this frame of mind, with in-
creafing weaknefs of body, he continued languifhing till Fri-
day evening, April the 1ft, 1791, when he fweetly fell
a-{leep in the arms of Jefus. He had entered on the 71t
year of hisage, and was the firft paftor of the church over
which he prefided. His office he pioufly, faithfully, and
fuccefsfully difcharged near 45 years, all which time he was
honoured, though a prophet, in his own country; and his
memory will be for ever dear to all that knew him.

On Saturday April the 9th, his body was interred near the
veftry door in the burying ground belonging to his meeting-
houfe ; the Reverend William Clarke, M. A. formerly of
Unicorn Yard, Loudon, now Daﬂzor of the church at Exon,
addreffed an amazing concourfe of people at the grave, and
the next day preached the funeral fermon on Gen. v. 24.
¥ And Enoch walked with God, and he was not, for God
rook him.” The very paffage, though at that time unknown
to the preacher, on which Mr. Day delivered his firft dif-
couric to the people at Wellington, after he became a
ftudent at Briftol.

He attended the Baptilt Weftern Affociation annually
for forty or forty-one years, being abfent but once in that
time: He preached at thirteen of thefc meetings, in the
principal fervices, and five times either before or after them
ﬁ“oot “enough that his pulpit exercifes were greatly efteemed
in all the churches df this connedtion.

Air. Day never printed any thing {Aflociation letters ex-

1 cepted)



THE REV, ROBERT DAY, A. M. 267

eepted) but one fermon, preached before the Briftol Educa-
tion Society in the year 1779, on 2 Tim. ii. 6.

He was rather above a middling ftature, thin, with fome-
what of a bloom on his chesks, his countenance commanding
refpeét.  One who knew him well, fays, “ His natural
temper was remarkably {weet and obliging, and, 1 think
he has left but very few, if any, equals behind him for
piety, kindnefs, and humility *.”

The following account of him appeared in the Sher-
born paper of April 11, 1791, faid to be drawn up by the
Reverend Mr. N , an evangelical minifter of the Ef«
tablifhed Church at Wellington.

¢ Friday fe'nnight died in an advanced age, generally
lamented by all his friends, the Reverend Robert Day,
many years minifter of a Baptift Congregation at Wel-
lington—a man whofe genteel manners and amiable dif-
polition could only be exceeded by his uniform and unaffe&ted
piety. Hc was equally revered by every Chriftian denomina-
tion; and all who knecw him were proud of his acquaintance:
Hewasa man whom Envy’s keeneft thaft could never wound.”

There is no tomb ereted over Mr. Day’s grave, but
the following infcription is engraved on a marble ereCted
in the meeting-houfe, near the middle of that wall which
is next to the ftreet, about thirty-five feet from the vef-
try. The marble is a {quare black ground, with a white
eyal {fwell in the middle,

In
Memory of
The Rev. RoBerT Dav,
Who eminently fhone as an
Humble Chriftian
And faithful Minifter of
JESUS CHRIST :
‘Which he afcribed to
DiscrRIMINATING GRACE.
He was the firft paftor of this
CHURCH:
Which office he pioufly difcharged
Upwards of forty-four years.
He died the 1ft day of April,
1791,
Aged 7o.
* Mr. Kingdon alfo adds, ¢ He was acceptable and ufeful beyond moft
of his cotemporaries, as his frequent calls to preach on public “occafions
prove. Some of his occafional fermons in my place, have been wonder-

fully owned of God, and I have myfelf great reafon to blefs the Lord for
my long and intimate connetion with him,”

Nicuaovras
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NicroLas Broww, LEsq,
Of Providence, RHoDE IsLAXD,

ON Lord’s Day, May 29, 1791, about noon, departed this
life, Nicholas Brovrn, Efq. in the 62d year of his age.

Of late years he had laboured under many infirmitics,
but without being confined to his chamber till the laft
winter. Tie had fo far recovered his firength as to take the
air in pxca«mt we arhu, and had been out three or four miles
that morning, after which the hand of death, by a fudden
and gentle ftroke, relieved him from the cares of this mortal
life.

From his carly youth he had been exercifed in mercantile
bu ’iz‘.efs, anil thereby acquired a very ample fortune ; but his

fuccels in trade was not more remarkabie than his diligence,
rrula*m’ and punétuality.

His gulxuo was too copious and enterprizing to be engref-
fed by one object. The interefts of government, Ie'lrnmvr
nn\.xehgwn, efpeciaaly the latter lay near his heart. He
Ioved his country, he rejoiced in her freedom, he exulted in
the cftablithment of her government.—The public buildings
in the town of Providence, {acred to religion and fcience, are
monuments of his liberality. His purfe was open at every
call of virtue and learning, without regard to {ect or party.

Ie was an early, perfevering and zealous patron of the
College, and a2 moft exemplary member of the deuft Soci-
ety. The language of his condudl was, like that of the
P triarch of old y—As for mey and my houfe, we will ferve the

Lord i—His religious zeal was the effe@ of a rational con-
vidkion of the great truths of the Chriftian revelation
truths which had been his ftudy for many years, and in
which his knowledge was decp and extenfive. Ilis aweful
reverence for the Deity imprefled every one who heard him
fpeak, or faw him write, the facred name of the Great Crea-

tor and Gevernor of mP World. It washis cuftom, and he
often delived others, to write it in capitals.

IHe \ms, from fentiment, a lover of all mankind—efpe~
cizliy of good men. He was nct athamed of the gofpel of

“Lrift; but deemed it an honour to be reckcncd aniong, or
to {hew hofma ity to, the Doorcft of His difciples.

His manners were plain and fincere.  Ile was a faithful
friend, and a good co“p wnion.  His general k .1owlcdge of
world, of beoks and of rmen, as wcll as of bufinels, and

s of his n.\'e'n.(m, furnifhied him on all occa~
fions with inexiauliible funds of entertaining converfation.

He
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He cftimated worldly objelts too wifely to be fond of
office, popularity, or the pageantry of riches: He ufed,
however, to take no lefs pains to advance good men to pub-
lic offices, than to avoid them himfelf—and always threw the
weight of his influence into the fcale of juftice and huma-
nity ; and asin his life he was univerfally clteemed, fo at his
death he was univerf{ally Iamented.

In him the public have loft a good cizizen, and a defender
of the rights of men—the Coilege, a Mecenas—the religious
Society to which he belonged, an ornamental and main pil-
lar—the circle of his acquaintance, a faithful counfellor and
friend: —His family have loft ; bur their
lofs is not to be exprefled—Uhis difconfolate widow and weep-
ing children—his aged mother—his brothers, and his lonely
fifter, beft know the virtues of his private life—virtues that
will endear his memory to them, while the power of me-
mory lafts,

On Tuefday his remains, after having been carried to the
Baptift meeting-houfe (where a fermon was preached by the
Reverend Dr, Stillman, of Bofton) were decently interred in
the north burying-place Providence town, attended by a nu-
merous train of weeping relatives and friends, affembled to
give him the Jaft proof of their affc&tionate attachment.

Since the commencement of the year 1783, nine perfons
have been buried out of this family: Mr. BRowx has now
followed a former wife, fix children, and a fervant to the
grave. DMoses BRowx, one of the fix, aged 16, who died
the 28th of February laft, had juft finithed his education ar
College, and gave every mark of an uncommon genius.
His friends were flattercd, and his prefpects pleafing : but
death has nipped this beauteous flower in the bud.

To this melancholy catalogue muft be zdded Joskrn
Broww, Efg. Profeffor of Experimental Philofophy in
Rhode Hand College, the amiable and pious brother of the
Iately departed Nicuoras Browx, LEig. Josern died De-
cember 1783, to the unfpeakable grief of his family and ac-
quaintauce. *“ Not loft, but gone before,” is a fentiment full
of confolation to mourncrs, as it refpedts believers.

The Rev. Mr. WirriaMm Dore.

Mr. Wirrram Dore, late paftor of the Baptift Church
at Cirencefter, and brother of the Reverend Mr. Jamgs
DoRreg, paftor of the church in the Maze Pond, Southwark,
departed this life July the 3d, 1791, and lies interred in the
meeting houfc under the pulpit.

THE



( 270 )
THE

YORK ano LANCASHIRE LETTER ¥,

ON CHRISTIAN BENEVOLENCE.

HE Diffenting Minifters of the Baptift Denomination,

being met in Aflociation, at SALENDINE-NOOK, June
15 and 16, 1791, fend their Chriftian Salutation to the feve-
ral Churches with which they are connected,

Meeting at Ackrington, Bacupy, Barnoldfwick, Blackburn,
Clough-Fold, Coln, Cowling-Hill, Gilderfome, Halifax, Hebden-
Bridge, The Old Chapel, Leeds; Manchefler, Prefion, Rawden,
Rochdaley Salendine- Nock, Sutton, and Wainfgate.

Dear Brethren,

THE candour and affection with which you have hitherto
received our annual epiftles, have given us great pleafure; and
encouraged us to hope that our attempts to promote your
edification and comfort, have not been altogether in vain.
‘We fhall beg leave, this year, to fet before you the nature and
importance of that ardent benevolence to our-fellow-creatures
that univerfal charity and good will to men, which our divine
Mafter fo firongly inculcates on his difciples, and which it is
the grand defign of the gofpel to promote.

If we obferve the focial propenfities of mankind, and the
various relations and dependencies which {ubfift among
them; if we examine the nature of the conftitution which
God has given us, and the circumftances of the fituation in
which he has placed us, we muft confefs that mutual benevo-
lence is one of the laws of our nature.—And that love to ouy
brethren is ftrongty recommended in the Chriftian feriptures,
none who have the flightelt acquaintance with the New
‘Teftament will deny.  Jelus Chrift has taught his difciples
to confider #Ais as the badge of their profeflion, the teft of
their dilciplethip.  “ This, faith he, 1s my commandment,
that ye love one another.”  And again, * By this thall alf

# This letter 13 abridged by its author.
men
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men know that ye are my difciples, if ye have love one to
another.” One of his apoftles has aflured us, that, ¢ Love
is of God, and that every one that loveth his brethren, is born
of God:” and on the other hand, that if a man fay, I love
God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar.” And another
apoftle has told us, that charity is the end of the command-
ment, the bondof perfe@ion, the fulfilling of the law; and
that, deftitute of charity, not the eloquence of an angel, nor
the knowledge of an infpired prophet, nor the faith of an
apoftle, nor even the zeal of a martyr could profit us any
thing. Such, brethren, are the terms in which Chrift and
his apoftles {peak of love to our fellow-creatures. Such are
the encomiums on charity which we meet with in the New
Teftament. And, as you profefs to embrace the gofpel of
Jefus Chrift as a divine revelation, we nced not muake any
apology for calling your attention to what that gofpel repre-
fents as an eflential branch of the Chriftian temper, as ¢
Sfudfilling of the law of Chriff.—We cannot pretend to do juf-
tice to {fo extenfive and important a fubject, in the compafs
of a fingle letter.  We can only jufl mention fome of the
principal chara&ters of Chriftian benevolence, and remind
you of the obligations you are under to cultivate it.

The benevolence which the gofpel inculcates, is an affection
that embraces all mankind. The enemies of Chriftianity have
indeed charged it with encouraging a partial, contradted af-
fc&ion ; but no charge can be more glaringly unjuft. It is
true, Chriftians are exhorted to exercife a peculiar benevo-
lence to the Houfehold of Faith. Bur are they not taught, in
the very fame verle, 7o do good to all men ? That we ought to
feel the ftrongeft affeCtion for thofe to whom we are moft
nearly related, is one of the plaineft dictates of reafon. But
is that diftinguifhing attachment we feel to our relations, our
neighbours, and our friends, unfavourable to a principle of
univerfal benevolence ? Quite the reverfe.  'We never ima-
gine that a perfon who is infenfible to the obligations of con-~
fanguinity and friendfhip, can feel much concern for the ge-
neral happinefls of mankind. It is in the affetionate rela-
tive, the kind neighbour, the faithful friend, the generous
patriot, that we expect to find the noble pringiplss of an uni-
verfal philanthropy. The man who is moft diligent in prac-
tifing the more private charities of focial life, is generally the
moft zealons in promoting the public good. The cale is juit
the fame with refpedt to the Chriltian religion. It recom-
mends, and is calculated to infpire a peculiarly affeCtionate
aitachment to thole who are our brethren in Chrift. It teaches

18
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its (‘ucxp:es that they are all {ervants of the fame commont
Mafter, children of the fame family, and even members oi:e
of d’mt‘wv_. And, indeed, if we examine the nature of Chriis
tianity, we fhall fisd thar it is impollible for a perfonto be a
fincere Chriftian himfelf, and not feel a peculiar attachmens
1o his fellow Chriftians. Can aperfon firmly believe the
gafpel to be a divine inftitut'cm, and not love thofe who cor-
dially embrace it, and make it the rule of their condudt ?
Can we revere the charater of the Divine Bemg, and not
¢iteem thofe who imirate his perfections, and bear his image?
Can a man bove our Lovd Jefus Chrift in fincerity, and not feel
a diftinguithing regard for thofe who are the friends of Chrift,
who follow hh c.\ample, and have imbibed his {pirit ¢ No,
it is impotiibie. If we love God, we fhall love the children
of God, and efteem them the excellent of the earth. If Chrift
be precious to us, as he is to them that believe, his difciples
and friends will be dear to us alfo. ‘That peculiar regard,
however,which the Chrittian feels for his fellow Chriftians, is
perfeltly confiftent with the moft general and comprehenfive
love to cur fellow creatures. The goﬂpcl 1s fo far from teach-
ing us to confine our benevolence to our fellow Chriflians,
that it requires us to confider all mankind as our brethren ;
and, as we have opportunity, to be ever ready to do them
‘ood It teackes us to love our very enemies; and to imi-
¢ thebenevelence of the Sup‘u*u Being, who is good unto

‘.H, even to the unthankful and the evil; and cauﬁ.th his
rain to defeend, and his fun to fhine on the juflt and the
unjuit. THefe to whom we ftand in the neareft relation
have undoubtedly the firit and ftrongeft claim to our bene-
volence. But we are not to confine our charities within the
contracted cirele of our own particular relatives and frieads.
We are taught to love the whole race of mankind, and to
‘:nbmcL cvery oppor vnity of doing geod to all who come
-ithin our {phere of adtion. Like the fun, which, though
/ communicatcs the grhatcf’c degree of light and
bomw that are.near it, {ends forth its beams in
everv g lxu‘.lon, nd exteuds its influence to the remoteft part

of ti;c {yftem. The Chriftian who has imbibed the fpirit,
and is geverned by the pri m:xglc% of his religion, feels an af-
ﬁ:;l' m.kc regard for his fellow men, of every complexion

~clime. He believes that Ged bas made ofo/leb/c“d
all naticns u/ rien s and in man, even in the ignerant Gentoo,
or the {able African, he can recogniz a brother.
An d here, we cannot but lament that any who call them-
cs Chriftians, thould fo far forget the principles of their
religion,
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religion, as to ftand forth the defenders and patrons of the
raoft horrid and diabolical pratice that ever difgraced the
condnét of mankind. We need not tell you that we mean
the SLAVE TRADE. Goed God! muft a pra&ice fo ab-
horrent to all the principles of humanity and juftice, ftill be
fupported by the laws of a Chriffian country? 1Is it poflible,
in this enlightened age, to find a large majority in a Britith
Houfe of Commons, who can difgrace themfelves and their
country by voting againft the abolition of this inhuman traf«
fic, and pleading for its continuance ¢ ¢ Tell it not in Gath,
publifh it not in the ftreets of Afkelon, left the enemies of
our country, and our religion fhould triumph I Let us hope,
however, that the period 1s not far diftant, when the SLave
TraADE {hall no longer dithonour the Britith name. Blefled
be God, there are.in this kingdom, many noble fouls, both in
and out of parliament, who feel for the miferies of the poor
degraded Negroes, and have generoufly pledged themfelves
never to defert their caufe. Ye friends of humanity, Heaven
will reward your difintcrefted benevolence, and future ages
will admire and applaud your conduct. May your humane
and generous efforts in favour of the moft wretched of our
fellow creatures, foon be erowned with fuccefs.~DBut to
return,—

Chriftian benevolence will lead us to fympathize with our
fellow-creatures, both in their {ufferings, and their enjoy-
ments; to compaffionate their miferies, and to rejojce in their
happinefs. It will give us the notion of a common intereft,
and teach us to “ rejoice with them that do rejoice, and
weep with them that weep.” While the uncharitable man
fits contracted within himfelf, and is incapable of feeling
the diftrefles, or enjoying the happinefs of others, a benevo-
Ient man will, as it were, fubftitute his fellow-creatures for
himfelf, and confider their joys, and their forrows as his own.
He will vifit the fatherlefs, and the widows in their afflic-
tion, mingle his tears with thofe of the wretched, and,
by an affectionate fympathy, alleviate the fuiferings he can-
not remove.

And, if we {incerely pity our afllilted brethren, we fhall
be ready to do every thing in cur power to relieve, or miti-
gate their fufferings. That love to mankind which the gofx
pel requires, will not fail to difcover itfelf by acts of benefi-
cence and compaifion. Indeed, no part of our duty is more
ftrongly recommended in the New Teftament, than liberality
and kindnels to the poor. Jefus Chrift commands his dif-
ciples to give a/ms of fuch things as they havey and the

s apoflle
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apoftle exhorts us not to forget to do good, and to comnunicate,
and affures us that with fuch facrifices God is well pleafed.
And we have divine authority for afferting, that a man who
hath this world’s goods, and feeth his brother have need, and
fhutteth up his bowels of compaffion, cannot be a ducxplc of
the benevolent Jefus. It is poflible indeed for a perfon whe
is deftitute of the genuine {pirit of Chriflian charity, to af-
fume airs of generofity, and make a glittering thew of pity
and kindnefs to the poor; but a man who is infenfible to
the complaints of the wretched, and can behold their fuffer-
ings without endeavouring to remove them, muff be a total
ﬁranger to this divine virtue. Chriltian denevolence will al-
ways be productive of uctuxl bt’)}r’f{t?lc‘e 3 and the man that
ts under its influence, will rejoice to have it in his power to
ftretch forth the hand of mercy to diftrefs, to deal out bread
to the hungry, to cover the naked with a garment, to be a
father to the fatherlefs, and, by {upplymv her wants, to caule
the indigent widow’s heart to fing for joy.

Candour is another important branch of Chriftian charity.
The apoftle tells us that ¢ Charity thinketh no evil, but be-
lieveth all things, and hopeth all things.” It forms the molit
candid opinion of the characters, and puts the moft favoura-
ble conftru&ion on the altions of men, that circumitances
will allow; and when it cannotapprove of their condudt, it
will not prefume to judge thofe fecret principles of their
altions, which can be fully known to none but God. Its
cenfures will be tempered with candour, and its reptoofs with
tendernefs.  Inftead of wifhing to expofe the imperfections
of a brother, it endcavours to conceal them, and, in this
fenfe, ¢ covereth a mauititude of fins.”

There is nothing, brethren, which is more inconfiftent with
this celeftial virtue, and wemay add, nothing more injurious
to the Chriftian intereft, than Re/igias Bigerry. And we
are in the greater danger from this enemy of all goodnefs,
becaufe it {o frequendy appears under the difguife of a zea/
jor the truzh. Tt not only hardens the heart, but it perverts
the confcience s and, {trange as it may appear, it has fre-
quently raade even prof uﬂ‘mg Chriftians think they have been
doing JLcepmb'e fervice to God, when they have been per-
fecucmg and deltroying their ﬂl}ow -creatures, and perpetrat-
ing ats of er ueltv, thc very mention of which would make
hurm‘mv fiudder.  Alas! what incredible milchief have
bigotry and a furious paxx} —7eal done in the Church of
Chrift T What dreadful difgrace have they brought upon that
worthy Name by whick we are called P And what a pity is it

that
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that {o much of a narrow, bigotted fpirit thould ftill difcover
itfelf among the profeffors of Chriftianity ! That Chriftians
fhould differ in their fentiments refpecting fome of the fpe-
culative do&trines of theology, and fome of the external
modes of religious worfhip, is not at all to be wondered at 3
but that they thould be fo ready to cenfure and condemn one
another on this account, is truly aftonifhing. There is fuch
a difference in the capacities, the educations, the circum-
ftances, and conme&ions of men, that it would be unrecafon-
able to expedt, that their religious opinions fhould be exactly
alike. And it is evident, that when the apoftle exhorts us to
be ¢ of the fame mind, and the fame judgment,” he does
not fo much intend an unity of opinion, as an unity of affetion,
A candid Chriftian will, indeed, endeavour to think, and
judge for himfelf 5 nor will he be athamed to profefs, and,
in a {pirit of love and mecknefs, contend earneftly for what
he believes to be the truth ; bat he will not rafhly pour out
his anathemas again{t thofe whofe fentiments do not exactly
correfpond with his own, nor charge them with thofe confe-
quences of their opinions which they difown and condemn.
He will not confine his affections within the narrow limits
of aparty. Religion has made him feel a generous expan-
fion of {foul, given a liberality to his fentiments, and taught
him to believe, that *“in every nation,” and in every commu-
nity, ¢ he that feareth God, and worketh righteoufnefs, is ac-
cepted of him.”  He feels an affe€tionate regard for ali good
men, by whatever denomination they may be diftinguifhed ;
and can fay with Paul, ¢ Grace be with all them that love
our Lord Jefus Chrift in fincerity.” If, brethen, you would
not bring a difhonour on the Chriftian profeflion; if you
with to promote the intereft of our divine Mafter, and the
peace and comfort of your own minds; if you would ap-
prove yourfelves the genuine difciples of Jefus Chrift, we

xhort, we conjure you to cultivate a charitable, candid dif-
pofition.

We muft beg leave to add, that Chriftian benevolence will
lead us to forgive our enemies. "Tis true, the gofpel does
not require us to be infenfible to the injuries we receive ; nor
docs it forbid our difcovering a becoming refentment when
we are infulted or injured. It teaches us, however, that the
perfon who can harbour ill-will, and meditate revenge againft
his bittereft enemy, and who is not willing to forgive thofe
who have done him the greateft injuries, can have no claim
to the character of a Chriftian. Our blefled Savioyr com~
mands us to ‘¢ love our gnemies, to blels them that curfe us,

$ 2 {7



276 THE YORK AND LANCASHIRE LETTER, 1791,

to do good to them that hate us, and to pray for them that de-
fpxteluhv ufe and perfecute us;” and has repeatedly affured
us, in the moft folemn mmner, that our Heavenly Iather
will not forgive our fins, if we do not cordnlly forgive our
brethren thexr trefpafles. It is remarkable that in the excel-
lent model of prayer which our Lord gave his Difciples, he
has taught us to pray that God w ould forglve us our fins,
AS we forgive them that trefpafs againft us: {o that a perfon
of a malevolent, revengeful temper, cannot ufe this petition
without converting it mnto a moit dreadful imprecation. A
forgiving difpofition, brethren, is an effential branch of that
generous, God-like temper, which we are endeavouring to
deferibe.  And if we have really been made to drink mto
the benevolent {pirit of the gofpel, we thall ¢ put away from
us all bitternefs, and wrath, aud anger, and clamour, and

evil fpeaking, with all malice; and be kind one to another,
tender-hearted, forgiving one another, ¢ven as God for
Chrift’s fake hath forgiven us”  Fph. iv.—31, 32.

‘We flatter ourfelves that the few hints we have fuggefted
will be fufficient to give you fome idea of the natuic of
Chriftian benevolence; and we thall now mention a few ob-
fervations, which, if duly confidered, will not fail to con-
vince you of the obligations you are under to cultivate this
illuftrious virtue.

Let us obferve then, in the fi:7 place, that by cultivating
principles, and difcharging the duties of Chriftian benevo-
lence, you will promote your own happinefs. The Supreme
Being has given us a {iriking difplay of the wifdom and
haolinefs of his government, in the connection he has efta-
blithed between virtue and happinefs ; and perhaps there is
no part of our duty with which happinefs is more clofely
connected than the pratice of benevolence. The benevo-
lert Author of our exiftence has {o ordered the conflitution
of our frame, that we naturally feel o peculiar fatisfaltion
and comnplacency of mind, when we are doing good to our
feiiow crcatures. There is a kind of calm and gcntlu plea-
{ure connected even with the exercife of pity and compailion
bur in relieving diftrefs, and conferring favours, we feel the
fublimait farisfaction, and learn bv e\pprlence,  that it is
more bieffed ro give th.m to receive.”

Scoon (iiv, By a benevolent temper and condudt, you will
procure the refpect of mankind, and 1ecom'nend the holy
religion you nrufefa to all arcund vou. A benevolent man
s re"i' a bleffing to the place in which he lives, :md t 12 foci-
ety to which he bel longs. Happioefs naturally {prings up

1 Uld



ON CHRISTIAN BENEVOLENCE, 277

under his influence. He will be endeavouring to encreafe
the enJoymcnts, and leffen the miferies of thofe with whem
he is conneéted.  And can fuch a man pafs through life
without being efteemed and loved 7 Noj there is a beauty,
an excellence in {uch a character, which canrot be contem-
plated, even by the worft of men, without admiration and
reverence. And were all the profeflors of Chriftianity to
endeavour to fupport {uch a character, by acting under the
influence of that univerfal charity and good»wd] to msn
which we have attempted to deicrwc, they would adorr: the
do&trine of God our Saviour in all things. Their eonduct

would be a ¢ Light {hining before men, inviting them to
glorify our Heavenly Father; > and we might hope, thac the
knowledge of the Lrrd would foon ¢ £li the earth as th
waters cover the {ea.”

Thirdly, Benevolence is that part of a Chriftian’s charac-
ter, in Whmh he bears the maft firiking refembiance to &f‘e
Divine Bewg Goodnefs and compailion are the melt love'y

e

and engaging of all the attributss of Ged s ana they are
attributes of which he has given us L..g brighreft dxipm}.
The works of nature, the difpenfations of provideace, and,
above all, the aftoniibing »iun of our redemptior, toudly

proclaim the divine benevoience, and afiuve us that .Y 15

LOVE. Now, when our tempers and '1;'\tiuns are inilooced
a s

by the principles, and reguiated by the laws of C".;mzm

benevolence, they are not only plc’xﬁ'w to the Supreme
Being, but a fant copy of his goodnefs.  Benevolence,
Chriftians, is the faire ‘feature of Laat image of God after
which we are created. It mpkes us refenble the Beft of
Beings, in the brighteft, and moft amiable of bis atwibutes,
Yes, when we are performing the offices of Chriltian ¢ 1\(1 ity,

we are both obeying the commands, and imitating the frani-

cendent virtues of that Being, whefe charaller is fupn,mtfy
excellent, and whofe npprobanon gives the flamp of excel-
lence to ours.

Fourthly, Benevolence is ftrongly recommended to us by
the example of Jefus Chrift. One izrpcrt:mt end of cur
Savicur’s miflion, was to furnith us with a porfedt example
of univerfal geodnefs 3 and if we take a view of his char acter,
we fhall find, that though it was adorned w ith every virtue,
his benevolence fhone br: ghter than the reft. Inlis ffemi: ng
our nature, in order that he might cxpiare cuv puilt by his
fufferings and death, we have an initﬂrc of benevolence
which angels muft contemplate with dzvout 7&01\)11‘14}~,7t.
While he was here on carth, ¢ he went abeut deing goed 37

$3 and,
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and, when he had finifhed the work which he came into the
world to do, he voluntarily fuffered the death of the crofs,
as an atoning f{acrifice for cur fins. Contemplate, Chriftian,
the character of thy divine Mafter. Behold the ineflable
grace and compalflion that appeared in all the a&ions he per-
formed, and in all the fufferings he endured. Meditate on
the unfearchable riches of his goodnefs, and the depths of his
redeeming love, Hear him, amidit all the agonies of cruci-
fixion, praying for his very murderers, and making the only
apology for their unparalleled wickednefs, which the mott
unbounded charity could fuggeft. ¢ Father,” faid he, ¢ for-
give them, for they know not what they do,”—Such is the
evample of benevolence which Jefus Chrift has left us. And
let us remember that we cannot be his difciples, unlefs the
fame mind that was in him be al{o in us, and we endeavour
to walk as ne alfo walked.

‘M aw ord A benevolent temper is effential to true reli-

%c are aflured by the Apoftle John, that piety to
nce in the heart to which benevo-
. Indeed, benevolence is fo efien-
araCter, that the Scriptures call it
3 Law, as though the whole of
=d 101t Without tAis, the moft
t faith, and the moft ardent
if we are ftrangers to that love
hickh will ech&utlly prompt us,
n 3 to ized the hungry, to cloath the
n’i ed, £5 vift the ﬁan, we can have no realon to hope that
Jetus Chirift will acknowledge us as his difciples in the great
day of accounts. A benevolent temper is an eflential pare of
our preparation for the celeftial world 3 an important branch
of that holinefs without which no man can fee the Lord.
An uncharitable man is totally unqualified for the exercifes
and enjoyments of the heav cnlv ftate. Unlefs the habits of
Chriftian benevolence arc formed in our minds in the prefent
life, we can never enjoy the fociety of the blefled in God’s
future world.

If then benevolence be fo Important in its nature, and fo
ftrongly recommended by the precepts and example of Jefus
Chrift, let us carefully avoid whatever may tend to fufpend
or obftruct its influence, and diligently ufe all the proper
means to raife it to a greater ftrength and purity.  Brethren,
the time is thort. 'The period is haftening on, when we
muft all appear before the judgment feat of Chrift.  And in
that folemn day, cvery act of compallion and charicy, which

2 the
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the Chriftian has performed in fecret, and even the inten-
tions and wifhes to relieve the diftrefles of his brethren,
which he has never had it in his power to carry into effect,
will be noticed with approbation, by the Gieat Judge of
quick and dead, in the prefence of an afiembled world.
Then, Chriftians, our faith will be fwallowed up in vifion,
znd our hope will terminate in enjoyment.  But charity will
accompany us to Heaven. In Heaven we thall feel the
moft generous and ardent {fympathies of friendihip and of
love. There the exercife of benevolence will afford us the
moft pure and exalted pleafures. There we fhall meet with
no follies to be overlooked, no miferies to be pitied, no
wants to- be relieved, no objects of diftrefs to draw forth the
tear of compailion.  We fhall rejoice with them that rejoice,
and weep no more for ever.

BREVIATES.

Wednelday, June 15, met at two o'Clock. Mr. Oddy began
the fervice with prayer. Mr. Hartley preached from 1 Thet.
i. 4. Mr. Afhworth prayed, and preached from Rom. viil. ‘30,
and concluded the mecting with prayer.

At fix, met again. Mr. Wood was cholen Moderator. M.
Langdon prayed. 'The letters fram the Churches, and the gene-
ral letter, drawn up by Mr. Langdon, were read 3 and the Ev%odc-
rator concluded the meeting with prayer.

Thurfday morning, met at ten. Mr. Langdon opened the
meeting with prayer. Mr. Fawcett preached from Adts iii. 26,
Mr. Hirft preached from Eph. iv. 1, and concluded the publc
fervice with prayer.

Agreed, to hold the next Affociation at Cowling-Hill, on Wed.
nefday and Thurfday in Whitfun week 3 the fervice to begin ez
the Wednefday, precifely at two. Meffrs. Hirt, Luttlewood,
and Afhworth to preach; and in cafv of failure, Meilrs. Wade,
Fawcett, and Wood. Mr. Woad to prepare the circular letter,
—— Appointed the firt Thur{day in September, as a day of
humiliation, and prayer to God for the Revival of Religion.

In the affociated churches the luft year there were,

Baptized - - - - - - 47
Dead - - - - - - - 13
Excluded - - - - - - 23

Increafe this year 11
5 4 THE



T H E
WESTERN LETTELER,
ON DUTY AND MOTIVE.

The Elders, Minilters, and Meffengers of the feveral Baptift
Churches *,

DMet in Affociation, at WorTon-Uxdrr-EDGE, GLOCES~
TERSHIRE, Juwne 14, 15, 17G1.

To the feveral Churches they reprefent fend Chriftian
falutation.

Dear Brethren,

EING called upon once more to addrefs you, permit us
B to do it in the moft ferious and affetionate manner
we are capable of, not knowing but it may be the laft rime
you may hear from us, or we write to you. Several of our
dear brethren (and fome of us may fav fathers in the mini-
ftry) have been removed from us in the courfe of the laft
year, and one particularly who for upwards of forty, yea,
near fifty years attended our affembly, and united with usin
praying with you and for you, addrefling frequently both us
and you, and fending molt affetionate and folemn advice
and counfel to you. Butalas! He, with many others fince
our laft annual meeting, have been removed, and we fhall nei-
ther {ec their faces, nor hear their veices any more; they
reft from their labors, and their works follow them.—DBut 18
there nost a voice in thefe difpen{ations to us?  Does not the
Almighty hereby fpeak loudly tous?  What is his language
both to Minifters and People but, ¢ prepare to meet vour
% God. Bec ve alfo ready fur in fuch an hour as you think
¢ not the Son of Man cometh.” Shall we be inattenuve
to fuch providences ?  Shall we fiill go on as if we thoughe
we were always to remain here 2 God ferbid I On the con-
trary, let us awake out of fleep; let us arife and trim aur
Jamps, for ere we are aware the cry may be made, ¢ Behoid
the Bridegroom cometh go ye out to meet him.”  Remen:-
ber they and only they who were ready were admitted to go
with Lim into the marriage fupper; but the reft were fhut
out and for cver exciuded; for though they afterwards came,
and with joicitnde defired admittance, yet they were abiolutely

# Scea lit of thele churches in o 287, The letter is abridged.
’ refuled,
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refufed, and bidden to depart as workers of iniquity, with 2
pofitive declaration, that be never knew them, i. e. approv-
ed of them as his difciples and followers, although they had
profefled themfelves fuch. O dear brethren ! a deception,
a difappointment at this pericd will be dreadful, and irrevo-
cable, Would vou avoid it? Then folemnly, frequently,
and impartially examine into your itate; put yourfelves into
the balance of the {fan&tuary and be weighed ; remember no-
thing will be counted genuine at that day by the great Judge
but what comes up to the ftandard of HIs woRrRp; thisis
the teft by which all will be tried.  According as our {pirit
and temper, lives and converfations, principles and practices,
accord or difagres with this rule, they will be approved or dif-
approved ; every thing that comes up to this ftandard will
be efleemed pure gold 3 but whatever is deficienty drof nnd
dung. 'To this we fhould now appezl, and by this weigh
ourfelves that we may not be found wanting at laft.—How
neceffary and requifite then is it that we fhould be well ac-
quainted with the law and gofpel by which we {ball all at
laftbe tried?  Search the Scriptures, {ays our Lord, for in them
ye think ye have eterral life.  Read them daily, and endeavor
to find out the genuine meaning of them; and ufe thofe
heips which God in the méthods of his providence has af-
forded you, carefully diftinguifhing at the {ame tinie, what
comes {rom God, and what from man. Pray alio for his
Holy-Spirit, who alone can effectually lead you into all truth,
and guard you againft error.  None teacheth like him, and
he never teacheth contrary to the revealed word.  De care-
ful, therefore, 1o hold this werd high, value it much, always
bearing in your mind that it is from thence all your well-
grounded hopes and expedlations of pardon, peace, and
erernal life can arife.

Excufe us, dear brethren, if we fuggelt our fears concern-
ing fome of you, that you are too much inclined to prefer
other books to the Book of God; and are too often reading
and fludying books, whoie tendency is to carry away
your thoughts and affections from the word of God, rather
than fix them upon ity and lead your fouls to love and de-
light in it. Many, we believe, have been njured greatly
by fuch conduét; we wifh, therefore, to guard vou againtt ir,
and would intreat and befeech you, as you love the peacs and
profperity of your fouls, 1 47 from ir.—Endeavour to get
yourfelves thoroughly eftablitbed in the fivm belicf of the
divine authority, utility, and importance of the Scripruvea. Be
ready always to give an anfwer to any who may atk you,

‘ wiy
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why you bclieve them to be the word of God, and the un-
erring rule of faith and obedience; in order to which make
yourfelves matters of thofe arguments which recommend
them to the attention of men and demand the aflfent of
every unprejudiced mind to the truth of them ; but think it
not {ufficient to affent to the truth of the Scriptures as being
the word of God ; for this we may do, and yet derive little
or no advantage from them; but our concern chiefly thould
be to feel and experience their mighty power in our fouls: The
great truths contained in them fhould be cordially received,
and held faft amidft all oppofition which is made to them 3
the fpirit which they recommend fhould be deeply imbibed;
and the ordinances thercof be complied with by us; it is
by our temper, life, and conduét, that we are to evidence and
denonflrate that we are Chu(hans in deed and in truth,—the
faithful and genuine followers of our Lord and i‘vhﬁer Jefus
Chrilt : He has faid, “If ye love me keep my command-
ments;’——ye are my friends, if ve do whatlfoever I command
you. Yea it is exprefsly declared, that if any man have not
the {pirit of Chrift he is none of his. Not every one that
farh unto me Lord, Lord, fhall enter into the kingdom of
Heaven ; bot he th‘.t deth the will of my Father wlnch 18 in
Heaven.—We with, dear brethren, that you may not be re-
gardlefs of mv one doctrine or precept of the Dable, but we
with you to lay the greateft ftrefs where God has laid it;
and to confider thofe thmgs as of the greateft moment which
Ged has declared to be fo. The doltrines of the gofpel we
confider of great importaice and confequcnce 3 and that
fummary of them put forth by our brethren in the laft cene
tury, we {till think 1s 2 good one, and therefore fuch as we
ou'vht not to be athamed of ; but this we would carneﬂly ine
cuh.ate upon ourfelves and you, That doétrines however im-
portant in themfelves, if our belief of them has not a pro-
?er influence upon our tempers and conduét, will prove of
ry little ufe to us; yea in the end will aggravate and in-
creafe our condemnation. We are fully perfuaded that the
wretched tempers, and cenforious fpirits of {fome, and the
irreligious lives, and improper condué of others, who pro-
{efs tl)cv zealous attachment to the diftinguithing and glo-
rious truths of the gofpel, have tended nrewtly to prejudice
the minds of multitudes againft them. We are commanded
to let our light fo fhine bufore men, that they feeing our
good works may glorify our Father which isin heaven. Now
thefe are not capable of penetrating our hearts, and difce-
vering what we believe or difhelieve ; but they are capable
of obferving our lives and conduct, and will form their Jud -
wnt



©N DUTY AND MOTIVE. 233

ment of us, and the religion we profefs accordingly. Let
us then conftantly bear in our remembrance, that as we pro-
fefs ourfelves to be difciples of the bleffed Jefus; it behoves
us to be like him 3 for we arc ave Chriffians jufl fo far, but
no further. He has exprefsly told us, that his kingdom is not
of 'this world; but he has chofen his people out of the
world ; and bid them come out from it and be feparate. It
is alfo declared, ¢ That if any man love the world, the love
of the Father is not in him.” When therefore we perceive
thofe who profefs themfelves the followers of Chrift, purfuing
this aworld as their chicf good, employing all their time and
talents in order to acquire and poflefs as much of it as poili-
ble, and making ufe of means that re far from being pro-
per and expedient, and which are {carcely lawful ; what can
we think of them ?  Surely there is reafon to conclude,
either that the defcription we read of them in the word of
God is not juft, or that thefe are not, cannot be, his difciples
and followers.

Dear Brethren, let us not deceive ourfelves, nor impofe
upon one another 3 remember, we cannot deceive the ever
blefled God, or inany refpect impofe upon him. He fearches
the hearts and tries the reins of the children of men
and he has moft emphatically declared, That whatfoever a
man foweth, that fhall he alfo reap; he that foweth to the
fleth, fhall of the flefh reap corruption ; but he that foweth
to the {pirit, {hall of the fpirit reap life everlafting. If we
are Chriftians in reality, let it appear by our living above the
world, .and by our living to God; living {o as to honor and
glorify him. He has done great things for us. We are un-
der infinite obligations to him. For what are we that he
fhould fix his love upon ug, and take {fuch methods to ren-
der us eternally happy and blefied ?

O THE SURPRIZING AND ASTONISIIING LOVE OF THE
FaTuEeR, that he thould make choice of us in his Son, and
blefs us in him, with all fpiritusl and divine favors! Yea,
that he fhould fo love us, as to give his only begotten and
dearly beloved Son to us, and for us!  He fpared him not,
fays the Apoftle, butdelivered him up for us ali; how then
fhall he not with him alfo freely give us ail things ?

Tur LovE oF THE SOXN 1S EQUALLY SURPRIZING
AND ASTONISHING ; that he who was Lord of all and eter-
nally happy in the bofom of his Tather; fhould for your
fakes, empty himfelf, and appear as the infant of days; con-
delcend to be born in a ftabie and lie in a manger; yea was
fo poor and mean as to declare that while ¢ the foxes had

holes,
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holes, and the birds of the air nefts, the Son of Man had not
where to lay his head.” That he ﬂm 1id confent to bear the
reproackes of men, the affaults of hell, and the wrath of
God which vou had }h‘le merited bv your fins and tranf-
zﬁxchmnc ¢ that lie thowld endure the horrors of Gethfe emane,
and all the the torrures of Cav a]ry 3 infomuch that with the
ftrictelt propricty he could fpe.k 1n the words of the prophet
and fay, Fn hold, and fee if there be any forrow like unto
my f{orrow ¢ I\one has fuffered what I huve for you, and
with a view to render you happy and blefled.—This we fay
is truly furprizing, well therefore might the apoftle cry out
when contemplating this fubjedt, “ Ye know the grace of
our Lord Jefus Chrift, that though he wasrich, yer for your
{akes he became pcor, that ye through his poverty might be

» He was wou-ded for our tra infgreflions, he was

rich.”.
bruifed for our iniguities, the Lh'n"tlfefncm of our peace was
upon him, and with his firipes we are healed.  All we like
fheep have gone aitray, we have turned every one to his own
way, and the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.
He was made fin for us who knew no fin, that we might be
made the righteoufnefs of God in him, This love is truly
wonderful and uﬁomﬂung, and muft be thought incredible,
had it not becn /o properly authenticated, and divinely wvitneffed

but there are fuch evidences of it as we dare not doubt. O i
that we may all be conftrained by it henceforth to live, net
to curfelves, but to him who has ‘died for us and rofe again !
This, remember, was the happy effect his love had upon
Chriftians of old, and is the influence it thould have upon us
now. O, read and contemplate this amazing, this aftonifbing
love, C}vrlfzanf, tll you feel its cu/j raining power, captivating
and tranfperting all your fouls into love, joy, and holy trinmph.

David, while muﬁng, experienced the fire of divine love kin-
dled in his breaflt.  May you therefore mufe till you are all
on fire, and experience the flame burn {o intenfely, that no-
thing fhall ever be able to quench it.

BUT THE LOVE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT IS NOT LESS
WwONDERFUL AND astoNisHing. That he who is {o pure
in his nature, fo divine and holy in his operations, /ould con-
cejcend to drsed] in our corrunt znd mortal bodics, and make
them #F¢ te mples of Ais ,e, donce 1s love s yoa grace that can never
be furp: Jfed. Be carcful thevefore C hriitians that you do not
grieve him, and provoke him to withdraw from vou; but
attend to his divine ft-s,gd’uons, and readily and chieerfully
comply with his gracious inlluences, always remembering,
that he never docs, or can influence to any thing but what is

holy
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Loly and comformable to the world he has dictated. DMake
therefore the word of God your rule, and his glory your end;
and go on in the path he has marked out fos you, dxﬁuﬁng
light md joy to 111 around you, till you arrive at perfect day.
Remember vour ftay here cannot be long; every year, every
day, every hour, God s fctchmg3 fonie or other of his chil-
dren home, and putting them into that glorious ftate of reft
and peace which awaits them. There they arc out of the
reach of all their enemies, and fhall never more be infnared
by the world, tempted by Satan, or drawn afide by their own
corrupt deceitful hearts ; 3 there they fhall enjoy God, and ad-
mire and adore what the Father, Son, and Spirit hxve done
for them in nature, providence, and grace.——Well, Chriftians,
if we are what we profefs to be, if we are rc‘ﬂly thc children
of God by faith in Chrift Jefus; if we truly and fincerely
love God and his Son, and manifelt it by the Spirit we
breathe, the image we bear, and the life we lead, we f{hall
foon be called to aflociate with our departed friends, and en-
gage in the fame delightful and noble employ with them;
a few days, or a few years at moft will iand us on the fhores of
blifs. Let us live in daily ex p@&auon of ity and be prepar-
ing for it, not knowing what a day, or an hcur may bring
forth Behold 1 ccrre guickly, faith the moit V'mthv Judge
eternal, and iy rewvard is quith me to give to every man as bis
aork fhall be.  DBleded is that fervant whom his Lord, when
he cometh fhall find in a prepared {tate, and longing frame.
In order to this, give diligence to make your calling and
eleCtion fure; grow in grace, and in the knowledge of your
Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrifty add one Chriftian virtue to
another; frequently think upon, and realize the coming of
the Lord, both by death and judgment. Often put thefe
queftions to yourfe ves: Am I ready, were the Lord imme-
diately to come ? Were I now to fee him appearing in the
clouds, would it afford me pain or pleafure? Is there any
thing I have done that would diftrefs me? Is there any
fin which I have committed, «that I have not fincevely and
truly repented of 7 Any duty that T live in the neglect of ?
Am I careful to difcharge the duties of the clofet, and the
family ? Am I really concerned for, and fincerely fecking
after, not only my own falvation, but the falvation of :ul
others committed to my care ¢ Do I love the Houfe of God,
and the place where his honor dwelleth > Do I regularly and
conftantly attend there, and influence all I can to attend’ with
me? Dol love the ordinances thereof, and blefs God for
appointing
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appointing fabbaths, and inftituted ordinances; Are they
the delight of my foul? Do 1 fee and enjoy the Lord in
them 7 And am I in the ufc of them conflantiy learning the
evil and demnerit of fin, the beaury of holinefs, the wanity of the
qworld, the precicufnefs o the Savioury and the defirablencls of
Heaven and Glory ?° It fo, you may humbly hope, and {ately
conclude, that whenever you are called hence, you will be
admitted into the kingdom and glory of your Lord and ours,
which is the carneft dcfire and fervent prayer of

Your affe€tionate bretl}ren
In the bonds of the gofpel,
DANIEL SPRAGUEL,

SIGNED ALSO BY THE MoDERATOR, ISATAH BIRT.

BREVIATES.

WorTox-Unper-EpcEe, Fune 14, 15, 1791,

TUESDAY met at three, Mr. S. Dunjeombe prayed, Mr. Birt
was chofen Moderator, the letters were read, Mr. Cogper concluded
in prayer.

In the evening Mr. Sqffery prayed, Mr. Tommas preached from
Ifaiah xliii. 12, YE ARE MY WITNESES, &c.

Wednefday morning, met at fix. Cur Brethren Allrecl,
B. Thomas, Belfber, Sottericge, and Ferraber, engaged in prayer.

Public Meeting at ten,»Mr. Redding, and Mr. Taylor prayed.
Mr. Birt preached from Titus il 13.  LookiNG FOr THAT
BLESSED HOPE, &c.—Mr. Horfey concluded in praver.

Met again at three, Mr. B. Francis, prayed, Nr. Kingdon
preached from Matthew xi. 28.—Come uxTo ME, &c. Mr,
Tommas concluded.

At feven in the evening met again, Mr. Mofely prayed, Mr.
Redding preached from John 1. verfe 45.—~WE navy rFouxnp
Him or wHom Mosks aND THE PROPHETS DID WRITE,—and
concluded in prayer. -

The Collcétions for the Affociation Fund this year amounted
to 39/, 17s. 7d. which was diftributed for various ufeful and im-
portant purpofes.

Voted particularly a fourth benefaftion of five guineas to the
Committee for the Abolition of the Slave Trade.

Agreed to hold the next Aflociation at Lyme, Dorfet, on the
Wednefday and Thurfday in the Whitfun-week, Mr. Horfey of
Port{mouth, and Mr. B. Frarcis to preach ; or in cafe of failure,
Mr. Taylor of Calne: To begin precifely at three in the afternoouw
on Wednefday. Mr, Cosper to draw up the general letter.

Churches.



BREVIATES.
Churches. Minifters and Bap- WbRél!y.j Re:4
e Water Mefiengers, tized. by c.(‘ito 4
O My} Reoomo 7
2 Plymouth Dock - - 20 ‘ I
3 Plymouth Town - - 9 ' 3
4 Kingfbridge - - 101 1!
§ Bovey Tracey - . | 1
6 Exon - - I
7 Tiverton - - 8 1
8 Cullumpton - - 1
9 Bampton - DBriffow 1 2
10 Prefcot - Tuomas 2 3
11 Wellington -S HOL/}Z"“:({ 5 2
12 Loughwood - - ¢ I
13 Upottery - - 3 | 1
14 Lyme - - ! I
15 Chard - Rawvres 62 1
16 Hatch - - Lo 2
17 Stokegomer - :
18 Dridgwater - -
19 Horfington - -
20 Crockerton - - 3
21 Frome - Kivgoon 10 5
22 Beckington - - 5 I
23 Portfmouth - Horssy 18 I{9
24 Salifbury - SAFFERY 1ol 21
25 Calune - Tavror 9 1|3
26 Melk{ham - Phillips 4 1
Ccorer and
27 Bratton Whiiaker } 3
28 Paulton - - SOTTRIDGE i
29 DBradford - - - - 6 1
30 Pithay -« Tommas | 2
31 Broadmead - Norton &e. D143 3
32 Grittleton MoseLy ; : i
33 Thornbury - ] ;
34 Sodbury ié};zmand ! i 2
35 Kingftanley - Cole ' I 1
36 Cheltenham - 8. DuxscomzEe | P 2
37 Horfley - - Fraxcs b1zl 6
38 Wotton -~ SimMmoONs {9 ‘ 1
176 10 4 58

Increafe

113

287

Wead.! DiT | Ex-

mitd) clude

w

—_— —— v e aman

N. B. The minifters namcs are in {mall capitals, the meffengers in Italica
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EXTRACTS

From the American Aflociation Letters, &c, and from the
perfonal Correfpondence between the Englih, and the
American Brethren.

THE Miopre DistricT AssoctarioN (Virginia and North
Carolina) South James-River, -met at Cedar-Creek meeting-
houfe, the firlt Saturday in May, 1791, Rev. Thomas Read
preached the introduory fermon from Mal. iv. 2. After divine
fervice, proceeded to read the letters. Members with letters were
prefent from twenty churches, but the minutes of the affociation
do not mention the numbers in thefe focietics, nor their addition
or decreafe.’

- Chofe Eleazar Clay moderator, and Simeon Walton clerk of
the affociation,

Ten minifters were appointed to vifit vacant churches, and
to {ir them up to their duty, ufing their influence in getting
little conititutivns, where they appear to be unable to fupport
themfelve ioin the neareft neighbouring churches.

Agreed, That the next affociation be Leld at Skin-Quarter,
in Chefterficld county, the 2d Saturday in O&ober next.

The Circular Letter, confitting of two pages, on declenfions,
and revivals ; mentions liberal contributions to the fund, which had

afforded pleafure, &c. &e.

5, {0

assoc1ATION, held at the Bapiiit church on
i s Uraek, Tyger River, Spartanburgh count™, Scuth Caro-
ting, began on Saturday, Augutt 13th, 1791,

Two firft days were {pent in public devotion.

Monday, Aug. 15th.  Rev. Henry Holcombe delivered an in-
trodutory difcourfe from Johniil 17.

Letters from eighteen churches were read.

Rev. Jofeph Camp was chofen moderator, and Mr, William
Yord, clerk.

Six churches applied for admiflion into this affociation; and
fatisfactory information being given by their delegates, of their
faith and order, they were received.

Auguft 16th and 17th, attended to various bufinefs; and
appointed the Rev. James Fowler to prepare the Circular
Lietter.

Refolved, That adayof thank{giving be appointed for the blef-
fings of peace, harmony, and concord, enjoyed among our churches,
ani for the union and goed cerreipondence {ubhiting between
them
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them and the Charlefton affociation : It was voted that the firft
day of January next be obferved for this important purpofe.

Asucd to hold the next afiociation at the place of the pr efent
meeting ; to begin the Saturday before the fecond burday of
Augult next.

here are now in this convention 28 churches, whofle -mem-

bers amountto 1360. Increale fince laft -year 222.

This 1s the hxit year of tneir printing an Affociation Letter:
It exprefles gratitude to God, and recommends duty. Not quite
two pages quarto,

KENTUCKEY,

The ELXHORN ASSOCIATION, as it is fometimes calied, is one of
the affocietions in Kentuckey, confifting of Particular Baptifis.
As they do not print their minutes, and are but little knows,
even ameng their brethren in Americe, a fketch of their laft

vnc°tmg may be acceptable.
The affociation met at Cowper’s Run, Kentuckey, Aug. 26—69,

1791,

Brother John Gano preached the introduétory eron from

1 Cor.i. 10, Now [ befeech you, brethren, &c. He was alfo chofen
moderator ; and letters from thirteen churches were read.

INCREASED.| DECREASED,
CHURCHES. ‘ MINISTERS. u)/a:d‘l ailer tovd om0 N
— | ——

Tate'’s Creck  [David Thompfon| 28| 11| 4 [1 | ¢o
South Elkhorn {Lewis Craig 5ot 113 |2 41 200
Clear Creek John Taylor 10! Iz {414 277
Bryant’s Station {Ambrofe Dudley| 21! 26! 314 233
Town Fork John Gano 8 6 “ I 35
Cowpers Run [Auguftine Eaftin| 14] 22 5 30 95
Boon's Creck 20, 5 2 74
Wathington William Wood 8 12 i3 89
Dhck's River Villiam Marihall! 17! 1y 12 65
Marble Creek  |John Price 23 g 09
¥lkhorn WilllamHickman, 8 3 ‘! L g8
Buck Run James Dupee 5i9 “ | L
Indian Creek i i ! ; 7
162,122, 5 (22 6 | 1294

Six new conftituted churclies were received in

this year ; but as our co1refgondult could not precifely afcer
their numbers, he omitted their names.
as May 21, 1792, fays, ¢ The churches inour uni
mony, and uniformly maintain the truth and goed difcipline.”

T 2

His 1ot

to the affuciation
ain
[SS dlt»i o late
an oare i
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Rev. Mr. John Gano, a few weeks fince, loft his wife, but the
aged father in Ifrael bears the vifitation well.”’

The Warrex Assocratioy (Maffachufett’s) was held at the
Baptift meeting-houfe, in New Rowley, Tuefday and Wednef-
day, Sep. 13th and 14th, 1791.

On Tuefday, attwo o’clock, P. M. Dr. Stillman, according
to appoiptment, preached the introductory fermon, from Rev.
xiv. 6. And I fuzw another angel fly in the midft of heaven, having
the everlafling gofpel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth.

After *public worihip, chofe Brother Hezekiah Smith modera-
tor, and Brother Thomas Baldwin clerk.

Read the letters from the feveral churches.

Sermon in the evening by Brother Baldwin, from 1 Cor. 1. 18.

Wednefday. Met according to adjournment.

Received letters and minutes from feveral affociations,

Tue Baprist AxyvuaL REcisTER, by the Rev Mr. John
Rippon, of London, was prefented by Dr. Stillman, and highly
recommended to the members of the affociation. To whom all
who wifth to become {fubfcribers for it are defiredto {end their names,
who will import as many as are f{ubfcribed for. Price of the
Firft Part 15 25. 3d; of the Second and fucceeding numbers
about 1. 6d. currency. The expences of importation are included
in the above *,

It is defired that the earlieft and moft accurate intelligence,
relative to revivals of religion, the conftitution of churches, and
bufinefs of affociations, might be tranfmitted to Di. Stillman, or
Brother Baldwin of Bofton, for the benefit of the Baprif Annual
Regifer.

A plan for efteblithing a charitable runp for the purpofe of
affilting fuch young men of the Baptift denomination as may ap-
pear to be fuitably qualified for the minifiry, with a collegiate
education, in the college at Providence, was received by Dr.
Stillman from a friend, and preflented to the aflociation ; which,
after a fecond reading, was unanimoufly adopted. And it is
warmly recommended to the churches to colleét what mouics
they can, in their own way, and fend 1t to the next affuciation,
by whom fuch meafures will be taken as are neceflary to carry the
plan into execution +.

Voted, That thenext affociation be held at the Baptift mect-
ing houfe in Harvard, the Tue{day after the firlt Wednelday

1n

* The T'irlt Part of the Regifter for 1790, is charged 15, 64, feriizg ; the
g:cond and fellowing Parts are 15. cach.
Epitor,

+ It is not for me to conjefture who was the author of the above plan for
eftabiithing a fund: but I prefume to make this fingle obfervation on it:—
If the dear doparted Dr, Masxine had been prefent when this benevolent

pro-
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in September, 1792, at 2 o’clock, P. M. Brother Green to preach
the introduétory fermon; in cafe of failure, Brother Maxey.
Concluded with prayer. Sermon in the afternoon by DBrother
Leland, and in the evening by Brother Grafton.

The annual epiftle, drawn up by Brother Hezekiah Smitli,
containing two pages octavo, on the doéirine of the atoncment,
finithes thus:

« Should we clofe this letter without taking notice of the pro-
vidence of God in the removal of two of our minifters by death,
the year paft, we fhould betray a criminal inattention. —The one
is Brother NaTnanisL GREEN, of Charlton, who hath long fuf-
tained a good charaéter in our churches ; the other was our much-
efteemed brother Jases Manning, D. D. Prefident of Rhode-
Ifland college, whole abilities and ulefulnels were well known to
us all ; and whofe attention to the interefts of learning and reli-
gion juitly claims our efteem. O that the great Head of the
Church, in whom are all gifts and grace, would favour us with
other perfons of cqual accomplifhments; that thereby the breaches
in the walls of our Zion may be built up ! We have had a comfort-
able meeting at this time ; received good news from feveral of
our churches, and alfo from various other parts of our land. The
prophecy concerning Chyitt is accomplithing, Of the increafe of Lis
government and peace there fhall be no end.  Now unto the King
eternal, immortal, Inviiible, the only wife God, be honour and
glory for ever.”

The members in this affociation, of forty-five churches, are
3695, Ipcreale this year 122.

The RepsToNE AssocIATION, (Virginia,&e.) met at Enon,
on the Monongahela River, Sep. 24, 1791. The fervice was
opened by Brother David Loofborough, in a fermon from Luke
XX, 10. For the Son of Man is come to feek and fo facve that which
awas loff.  Brother John Corbly was chofen moderator, and Bro-
ther William Jenkins clerk. ‘This affociation confifts of fixteen
churches, including thofe lately received.  They do not, as yet,
print their annual letter, which wasat this {efion drvawn vp by
Brother Corbly; when it was refelved to hold a yearly meeting at
Union-town meeting-houfe, beginning the Saturday before the
firft Lord’s day i June ; and that the Affociation next year be

propofition was brought forward at Necv Reanl, the probability is exceedingly
great that he would have given it his utmoft fupport; for in his very laft letrcr
10 me, dated Wew-Yark, May 26,1791, writing treely concerning our fuciczicson
both fides the water, he fays, ¢ Itis, and hus long been, my opiniun, that
money for the benefic of the American Bar-iit churches could in no way be o
well Iaid out, as by educating young men for the miniftry, nearly on the plan
of the Baptift academy at Brittol. But “we fhall probably exchange {fome far-
ther thoughts on that fubjedt.” No, No; we thall neveron earth exchange
athought aguin on this or any other fubjedt!

EPITOR.

held

-~
wa



204 EXTRACTS FROM

held at Mount Tabor, alias Indi'm Creck, to begin the Saturday
Lefore the laft Lord’s-day in Septembery Brother Corbly to
preach the aflociation {ermon, or, in cafe offaxluxe, onthcr Loof-
borough. ¢ There hus bcen a comfortable time in one of thefe
chuuhc » viz. Enon; it was conftituted in March, 1791, of
eighteen members, and now incrcafed to fixty-three. There are,
of ate alfo, pleafing appearances in other churches.” In the
beginning of November, Mr. Corbly received feventeen perfons
into his church at Gothen, and writes, that there isa revival
among the Prefbyterians in his neighbourhocd, “particularly under
the miniftry of the Rev. Mr. Robert Finley, a Son of Thunder;
a bold and faithful man, of a catbolic fpirit; he has done much
cood.”  Tde adds, concerning Mr. Wefley’s Methodifts, that
“ they have now taken to immerfe in baptifm when any of their
friends are likely to go amorg the Baptits.”

The Warwicxk Assocmrxow, (New-York) fermed in June,
1761, was held in Warwick, Oct. 18 and 19 following.

Tuefday, 1 o'clock, P. M. C&. 18th.  Broether Lhenezer
Ferris p\cdched from (r:al V. 13 Fory brethreny ve bave been calicd
unio Liberty, only ufe not liberty for an occafion to 1/)fﬁf/l‘, but by loze
Jerve one anorher.  Brother fohn Dodge, moderator; Brother
Thomas Montanye, clerk.  Letters from fAfteen churches were |
read, Drookfield, Peck’s-kill, and Chemung churches were re-
ceived tuto fellowthip thls year, fo that this union now confifts of
feventeen churches, in which there are 568 members.  Sermon
e nvm by Brother Enoch Yerris, from Lukel. 53.
ay metat ¢ o'clock, A. M. The Circular Letter on
the Dodrine of the Atomement (thvee pages quarto) prepared
by Brothier John Doder was read and approved. Supplies for def-
titute churches were h ced: next affociaton to be at Peek’s-kill,
l"ﬂ. Tuefday in Mav, 172, Sermon in the afternoon by Lnothu
Ebenezer Cole, from Heb. v. g, aud in the cvening by Brother
john Dodge, from Pfal. cxxvi 6.

Le Dansery Assecratioy, {Connedlicat,) held at Stratficld,
Wedneld ays Septenber 21, 1751 7,

At 1 o’clock, P. M. Lider Adam Hamilton delivered the
ductory fcm’C'I from 2 Cor. Iv. 5. e preach not owi-
s bei Chrid Fefus she Lord s and avr/chvm your fervents for
T jeke quLA Adam Hunllion,mu ferator’s Samuel Hc.ut,
clerk.  Letters from the churches and from con L(po*\dmb affoci-
ations were rcad, viz. Philadelphia, Shaftibury and Stonington.
are 16 churches in this union, conf (tmg of 8c1 members,
ciation letter in three pages quarto, is written on the doc-
(f grace.

Y 3

day, Sermon by Elder Calvin Hulbert, from Amos, iv. 12,

The Danbury Minutes of 179¢, are lu page 209, &c.

(latter
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(latter claufe) ¢« Prepare to meet thy God, O Ifrael.” Letters
to the correfponding affociations were read, and approved of.

Brother Samuel Whelpley’s circular letter for the prefent year,
was read, approved of, and ordered to be printed.

Elder Hulbert appointed to prepare the circular letter for next
year. Supplies for deftitute churches were fixed. Elder Seth
Higby appointed to preach the next affociation fermen ; in cafe
of failure Elder Roots. Elders Hamilton, Higby, and Finch,
appointed a committee to treat with the New-York convention in
the behalf of thisaflociation ; and, if they judge it eligible, unite
with them in one affociation, if approved of by the convention.
This affociation to be held the 3d Wednefday in September next,
at 1 o’clock, P. M. in New-Hartford.

The PuiraperLpr1AN BarTisT AssociaTioN, held at Phila-
delphia, O&ober 4, 5, 6, 1791.  Tuefday, O&ober 4, 1791, at
3 o’clock, P. M. Rev. Oliver Hart delivered the introductory fer-
mon from z Chronicles, xxix. 35. So ke fervice of the houfe of the
Lord was fet in order.

After worlhip, proceeded to bufinefs, Rev. Dr, Samuel Jones
was chofen moderator, and Rev. John Stancliff, clerk.

Letters from thirty-three churches were read. It appeared
that in the courfe of the laft year, there were in this affociation,

Baptized - - - - - 224
Received by Letter =« - - 41
Reftored - - - - - 6—271
Difmiffed by Letter - - - 55
Excluded - - - - - 22
Decealed - - - - - 60—137

Increafe 134

On Wednelday, October 5, tranfacted the vartous bufinefs of the
affociation.

Letters from the correfponding affociations of Stonington,
Shaft{bury and Danbury, were received and read. A’ copy of a
neat quarto bible, of Mr. Collins’s impreffiont, was laid before the
aflociation, by Dr. Rogers, which was highly approved of, and it
was recommended to the feveral churches and individuals of the
body, to patronize o laudable an undertaking.

Do&or Rogers read a paragraph of a letter from the Rev. Mr,
Abraham Booth, of London, direfted to himfelf, in which was
intimated the expediency of our reconfidering the decifion of this
aflociation in 1788, refpefting the invalidity of Baptifm when
adminiftered by an unbaptized perfon. Agreed to refer it until
the next meeting of the affociation.

The churches at Scotch Plains, Canoe-Brook, Pifcatawa and
Morris-Town, requefted liberty to join in an affociation at New-

T4 Yark,
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York, thould they think proper : Their requeft was granted, and
they will be confidered as difmiffed from this affociation, when re-
ceived by that.

Refolved, that the Rev. Dr. Samuel Jones, the Rev. Morgan
Edwards, Samuel Miles, Efq. Thomas Shields, Efg. Rev. Dr.
William Rogers, Rev. Burgifs Allifon, and Rev. Thomas Ulftick,
be a committee to effeCtuate the incorporation of the affociation
by charter.

The circular letter, compofed by Brother Van Horne, having
been revifed was approved ¥

Rev. Reune Runyon preached in the evening, from Rom.1ii. 24.

Thurfday, O<tober 6, procecded to the buifinefs of the day.

The letters to the Stonington, Shaftibury and Danbury aflo-
ciations were read and approved.

Reported, that during the paft year two of our brethren in
the miniftry were removed by death, viz. Rev. Joun Tromas,
of Hilltown, Buck’s county, aged 79, years, and Rev. ABNER
SvrroxN, of Mount Bethel, New-Jerfey, aged 46 years. Dr.
Jones was requefted to prepare an abftraét from the proceedings
of this affociation of thofe particulars which are moft material and
important, againft next meeting of aflociation. The aflociation
to be held next year at Philadelphia, thefirft Tuefday in Oétober.
Rev. William Van Horne Isappoiuted to preach the introductory
fermon, and in cafe of failure, Rev. Dr. William Rogers. Rev.
Jothua Jones to write the Circular Letter. Sermon 1n the even-
ingby Rev. John Boggs, from Matt. xxit. 29,

The Unitep BarTist Associartion, formerly called the
Kebukee Affociation, holden .at Davis’s Meeting-houfe, Halifax
County, North-Carolina.

Satwrday Oétober ¢, 1790t. The introduétory fermon was
preached by our refpectable Brother David Barrow}, from Luke
xii. 15.  Take heed and beware of covetoufnzfs.

Brother Elitha Battle was chofen moderator, and Brother Le-
muel Burkitt, clerk. Brother Samuel Harrell, afliltant-clerk.

Letters from fifty-four churches were read, aund the names of
the delegates enrolled.

Refolved, that a committee be appointed to devife ways and
means for the encouragement of itinerant preaching. In confe-
quence of which, three laymen and two minifters were appointed.
Adjourned.

# 1t is an agreeable letter on perfeverance in Grace, near fous pages in gto,
but the narrow limits of the Regifter-will not allow us the pleafure of intro-
ducing it,any more than the letter of the former year, which we hoped to
infert. Eptroxr.

+ The former minutcs of 1789, may be feen in p. 98.

{ This gentleman is diftinguithed in the letter by £/guire, and fo I perceive
are fome of the meflengers. Eprresr.

Monday
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Monday morning, C&. 11. The aflociation was opened by
prayer; a church on Flatty-Creek, in Pafquotank connty; a church
near Wiccacon, in Bertie and Hertford counties, under the care of
Robert Henry ;5 a church on Sawver’s creck, in Camden cou
under the care of Thomas Etlieridge 5 a church ea Trent, unde
the care of John Dillahunty; likewife a church on Hadnot™s-creck,
Carteret county; laftly, a church in Dobbs county, under the care
of Abraham Baker, petitioned for admiffion into this aflociation:
finding them poflefled of the requifite qualifications, they were re-
ceived.

Colone! Bryan, from the committee appointed to devife ways
and means for the encouragement of itinerant preaching, reported,
that it appeared from a varicty of circumilances, that itinerant
preaching is neceflary, and likely to be followed with a bleffing,
and accordingly fubmitted a plan to the churches, of which they
were defired to give their opinion in their leiters to the next af-
fociation,

The circular letter on Sandification, after it had been revifed,
was approved of ; it makes twe quarto pages,

Refolved, that the bufinefs of dividing the aflociation be taken
into confideration. Aftera long deliberation upon tie {ubjed, it
was refolved, that this aociation be divided into two diftinét affc-
ciations*, and that the ftate line between Virginia and North-Ca-
roling, be the dividing line betweén the affociations.  That each
aflociation hall be vifited conftantly, by the other, by two dele-
gates with a letter of correfpondence, and that Brother Burkitt and
Brother Read be appointed delegutes to attend the allociation at
Portfmouth, in May next.

That the next North-Carolina affociation be holden at Flat-
Swamp, in Pitt county, at Brother Page’s meeting-houfe. on the
Saturday before the fecond Sunday in Oéober, 1791, That Bro-
ther Rofs be appointed to write the circular letter, and that Bro-
ther Burkitt be appointed to preach the introdutory fermor.

The minutes of this affociation enrcll fixty-one churches, ia
which there are §or7 members.

The fame aflociation met at Flat-Swamp meeting-houfe, Pitt
eounty, North-Carolina, Saturday, O&ober 8, 1791. the intro-
dutory fermon was preached by Brother Lemuel Burkitt, from
Rev. xil. 3, 4. And there appeared ancther avonder in_beaven, and
bebold, a great red dragon, having feven Leads, and ten herns, and fo-
ven crowns upon bis head.  And hiz tail dresv the third part ef the
Sars of beaven ; and did caf} them to the earth.

* One is ftyled the United Bapuift Affociation, formerly called the Kehulee
Alflaciation, and the now one is numed the Virginia Portmouth Aflgcistion,
. LoiToRr,

Colonel
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Colorel Nathan Mayo was chofen moderator, and Brother Lies
muel Durkitt, clerk; Brother Jacob Battle, Efg. aflitant-clerk.

1 etters trom the churches were read, and the aames of the de-
legates enrolled.

A letter of correfpondence from the Portfmouth affociation was
read, and Brother Barvow and Drother Browne, meflergers from
thas afibciation, were received.

Gna motion, refolved, that Brother Burkits, Brother Darrow,
and Brother Read, be a committee to revife the circular letter.

On motion made by Brother Barrow, feconded by Brother Rofs,
refolved, that the faid committee, with the addition of Col. Brvan
and Brother Baler, be appointed to confider Rev. Mr. Rippon's
plan, for printing the Baptit Annual Regifter, and make
report.

The affociation adjourned till Monday morning, 8 o'clock.

Mounday Morniug, Oétober 1o, 1791. Brother Silus Mercer,
from Georgia, being prefent, was invited to a feat in this aflo-
ciation,

A newly conftituted church on Morattock creek, in Tyrrel
county; a church at Mattamulkeet; another on Little-Contentney ;
lally, a church on Bear Marfh, petitioned for admiffion into this
alfociation, and, on examination, they were received,

« Brother Burkitt, from the comniittee appointed to confider
the propufuls for publithing the Daptil Aunnual Regifter, by Rev.
John Rippon, of London, reported, that having examined the
plen, we give it s our opinion, that fuch a laudable work ought
to be encouraged ; and we recommend it to the affociation to ap-
point a certain perfon or perfons to coliect the requifite materi-
als 3 and that the affociation do agree to take fifty copies of the
faid Regifter. The affociation concurred with the report.”’—

2cfolved, that Drother Burkitt be appointed to collect the ma-
terials, and tranfinit them to Brother Richards, at Baltimore.

“he conititution of the aflociation, which was made at White-
field's meeting-houle, October, 178¢*, before the divifion took
place, was adopted by the affociation, with fuch alterations ax
were neesifury, confiftent with the divificn.

The churches were advifed to fall on jome meafure to encourage
itinerant preaching.

Relclved, that Brother Read be appointed to write the circular
lotier for the next aflociation, and that she fubjeét be, The dudirine
sf original fin. That Brother Rofs beappointed to preach the in-
teedudtory fermon ; and that diving {ervice begiv on Saturday, at
11 o'clock, A. M.

:d, that the next affociation be holden at Brother Baker’s
g-houie, in Dobbs ceunty, on Bear-creek, the Szturday
the fecond Sunday in October, 17y2.

before
* See page 98tk of the Regifter.

There
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There are now in this union ol forty-three churches, 3:22 mem-
bers.  The affociztion lotter, of about tws quarto pages, is on the
fubjeét of the maimtenance of miniders by their pecyple.

New-York, April 12, 17¢1.  Agreeably to a letter received
from the firtt Baptift- ~chureh it the city of New-York, propaling
a conference on the fubjet of srming a new aflocixiion of the
churches adjacent to {aid city upfm the plan and principles of
the aflociation of Philadiip. .= the renrefentatives of feven of
the adjacent churches affemblec, A fermon was preached by
Brother Reune Runyon, on Ifuiah xl. 1.

Brother Fofter then cpened the confercree by prayer.  Dro-
ther Ru"yon was chof=n moderatoer, and Brother W, \ an Horne,
clerk. A commitice were appointol i oy of a
plaun for the propoicd aily uﬁ.!ul, and report tomorrow GLIC
oclock : Adinurned.  Sermen in the evening by B, Van Heorng,
on I jf) In <. ig.

. The committee appeinted <o bring in a plan for an
o, reprrted with other things  that the propofed wfoci-
ation be Ll:,‘lcd the diciation iy Norf~L vk,

And that they approve TheBapt|st confeifion of faith, adopted
and held by che afinciazjon of Philidelzhi fay as }npp ily exprefling
the {entiments ¢ontalnedin the hol .,uApturer of divine tr.‘th,
which are the only certain rule of falth end practice.

The plan was adOpteds and it wagagreed to meet apain in New-
York, the 3d  wednesday in O& >1m next; at 2 o’ciock. P. M.
in order to p‘mgc.d furtherin formny an affociation, 1f it they
fhould be thought expediont, Appointed Brother Benjamin
Folter to open the next conference meeting by a feroien. The
brethrea enjoyed avervy agrecnble Interview, ard were very unani
mous in their deliberations.

New-York, O&ober
Oé&ober 1y, 17g1. Arnr
of Chuxc.m by their melle
r2th of Apnl Taft, again 10
Wednefday of Gétuber enf
fhould theu be thougl
an afluetation, meileng gm“duf; in the vi-
cinity aflembled. : ed, and Brother
Foler preached on the secafion, § Yai c . But thon, U
Darm/ Rt g 1/( svords, and feal 1 o time of e
end : .Lk[[”t“,'/' il i to mﬁ_p oy anidd bn ;w/ il adgeed,

Brother Holmes was choien moderator, aud Brother Follor
clerk,  Some acw“m: was g‘rvm of matters conacSied with the
proceedings of the hi. comanmm.

Brother Holme
Becauje of the hoy

c, and 21, 1791 '\\'cﬂx‘e"d""
to an appoint 'mmof'l conventic
s, 111 thc ity of New-York, on Lhc
et in the faid ¢ city, on the ti;"d
yat z o doc P. M. in oxc_.. tir

1

Pivim exxil o

/ Iff‘:' -‘,’.'v.'," G

.qu,’
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Met on Thur{day morning, Oé&tober zo. Letters from the
churches were read.

After this the plan of a new Aflociation, which already had
been {ubmitted to the churches for their examination, was read
and confidered.

One meflenger from each church was chofen, to confider what
amendmeaots to the propofed plan might be expedient ; and alflo
to attend to a proper mode of proceedure in conftituting the
churches, reprefented for that purpofe, a body united in affo-
ciation. In the afternoon the committee appeared, and made
their report.  The plan as now amended was read, paragraph by
paragraph, aad then figned by the meflengers of the churches.

The churches, by their reprefentatives, prefenting themfelves be-
fore the moderator, were pronounced by him to be an aflociated
body. The moderator then prayed, and after prayer gave to the
meflengers the right-hand of fellowfhip, which was followed with
mutual congratulations.

Brother Winchel preached in the evening, from Ezek. xxxvil. 4.
O ye diry bones, boar the word of the Lord.

Met on Friday morning, Gétober 21. in anfwer to a letter and
miaute of the Darbury affociation, propofing a coalition of the
two in one affociation; confidering the local fituation of the
churches, and the tendency fuch an ualon might have to render
the proceedings of the body too complex, conclude it would be
inexpedient ; but that every brotherly attention and correfpond-
eace between the two affociations fhould be promoted.

The next aflociation 1s to be held in the city of New-York, the
la% Wednefday in the enfuing October. The introductory fermon
1s to be preached by Brother William Van Horne, and in cafe of
failure by Brother Elkanah Holmes.  The circular letter is to be
picpared by Brother Samuel Dodge.

The minutes of this affociation do not include their numbers; the
circular lctter is about twenty lines,

he CuartEsTon AssociaTion, held at the Welch Neck,
Podee, Navember 5th—oth, 17¢1.

Employed Saturday and the Lord's-Day in un attendance on the
crdinances of public werfhip,

On Monday the 5th Inffant, the introdudtory fermon was deli-
vered by Rev, Henry Holcombe, trom ifamah Wil 1. #Who bath
belicved o report #

Letters from the chiarches were read, aod the names of the mef-
fengers enrolled. Reve Evan Pugh was chofen moderator, and
Rev. Richard Furman, clerk.

T.etters and minutes were recerved and read, from the followiny
correfponding affociutions ; the Phiindelphia, Warren, and Bethel,
ou the continent ; and the Kent and Suliex affociation 1n Great-
Britaia ; alfoa letterand minutes from the general committee of

united
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united Baptift churches in Virginia, and a letter from the Rev. Le-
muel Burkitt, enclofing minutes of the Kehukey aflociation, and
another packet with minutes of the middle Difiri¢t affociation,
fouth of James River.

The clerk prefented the alfociation with fifty copies of a fermon,
publifhed by him at their requeft, for which he received the thauks
of the aflociation, prefented by the moderator.  Appointed
brethren to write to the corre/ponding aflociations,

A church on Decp-creek, confifting of 5o members, which was
conftituted about twelve years ago, made application by letter and
two mellengers, for admiffion into this aflociation ; and on fatis-
fadtion being obtained, refpetting their faith and order, were
received. :
uery, from the church in the lower fork of Lynch’s creek.
Can any method be fallen upon, to regulate the ordination of mi-
nifters, fo as to prevent the too hafty laying on of hands on candi-
dates for that office ?  Anfwer, let the churches be careful in the
firlt Inftance, to introduce no perfons into this flation, but {uch
who afford good evidence, that they are truly pious and of pro-
mifing gifts: Let them ufe every rational and proper means for
their improvement, and in bringing them to ordination, we advife
they call in the affiftance of ar leaft two, but rather three, of the
minifters in union, who are moft generally efteemed in the churches
for piety and abilities.

Mr. Furman, as chairman to the committee of the churches for
condudting thebufinefs of a fund*®,agreeable to a refolve of laft year,
reported, That the committee had a fyftem of rules under confi-
deration, which were not yet matured; that they had agreed,
when the rules were compleated, to apply to the legiflature for in-
corporaticn 3 and that they conceived it might be proper for the
churches to invell the committec with power to recover and take
into their poflcfiion all glebes or other property belonging to
churches of this connection, which either are, or may begome, ex-
tin&, when liable to revert to the public, or become private pro-
perty ; and apply the fame to the interefts of the union ; in which
they defired the concurrence of the affociation. Alfo, that the
colletions from the churches prefented at this meeting, amounted
to 7L 165, 11d. “The aflociaticn tock up this fubject, and after
debate, agreed unanimoully, that the propofal has the approbation
of this body, both with refpeét to the fubject of incorporation, ard
enlarging the defign of the commiitee. Agreedfarther, that due care
ought to be taken to have the bufinefs of the committee and
their powers fully defined, and that they do not interfere with the
referved rights and privileges of the churches, as independent bo-
dies, cither in things {piritual or temporal.

* A fund for aflhfting pious young mien in their ftudies, &c. it is mentioned
in pages 10T aud 113 of te Regifier,

Mr.



502 EXTRACTS FROM AMERICAN LETTERS, 1797.

Mr. Matthew M¢Cullers was Introduced by Mr., Holcombe, as
a proper objedk for the churches bounty ;5 who, after examination,
was approved. Mr. Furman is defired to contraét for his educa-
tion,and {uperintend the fame. On motion of Mr. Furman,
agreed, that fthould it be found neceffary, a part of the money
calle@ed for this year, thall be applied toward the education of
the fon of the late Rev. Jofeph Cook, who is hereafter to be ex-
amined whether he comes within the defeription of perfons de-
figned to be benefited by this inititution.

The church at Cathaway having removed their {eat of wor-
fhip, their delegates requefted that they may be in future known
by the name of the churchat Mount Plealant ; which was agreed
to.

Mr. Moderator, at the requeft of feveral members, propofed,
That this affociation do teftify their approbation of the fermon
delivered by Mr. Holcombe at the opening of bufinefs, and re-
quefta copy forthe prefs, which was unanimoufly agreed to, and
the requelt accordingly prefented. Appointed Mr., Furman to
write the circular letter for the enfuing year, and that the {ubjed
be an anfwer tothe following queftion. ¢ In what relation do the
children of church members ftand to the church : And whai me-
thod is meit advifeable to be purfued with refpeét to them, both
for their own fpiritual benefit and the gencral interefts of reli-
gion " Agreed, that the next fefficn of aflociation be at Coofa-
whatchie, the Saturday beiore the firlt Ilord’s day in November
next; Rev. Edmund Botsford to preach the fermon, or, in cafe of
failure, Rev. Alexander Scott.

A CATALOGUE
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