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THE
NORTHAMPTON LETTER.

HOLY PEAGE,

Defcribed and recommended, in a Circulat Letter, from
the Baptift Minifters, and Meflengers, aflembled at

OarHaM, Funz 14, 15, and 16, 1791.

AINTAINING the important doftrines of three
equal Perfons in the Godhead j eternal and perfonal

eleCtiont, &c. &ec.

To the feveral churches they veprefent, or have received
letters from, meeting at Codnor in Deybyfbire, 8tc. &¢ *

Grace be to you, and peace from God our Father, and from
the Lord Jefus Chrift.

Dear Brethren !

THE goodnefs of God, which endureth continually,
having permitted us once more to enjoy our annual affembly
in peace, we gladly call upon you to unite with us, in
grateful acknowledgments of the fames efpecially as the
fetters from the churches generally contained agreeable in-
telligence, that the work of the Lord is ftill going on, and
that fome of them efpecially have a pleafing profpeét of
future increafe, through the hopeful awakening of fuch as
were lately dead in trefpaffes and fins. "We have alfo reafon
to blefs God, that he has kept our churches ftedfaft in their
attachment to the glorious Doctrines of Grace, and we
earneftly pray that their genuine influence may be more
abundantly felt in your hearts, and be difplayed by the re-
gularity of your lives, and your fruitfulsefs in every good
work. '

Amidft the pleafures of our interview, one afliCtive pros
vidence was deeply felt by us all, (which indeed was noticed
with. fympathetic concern in moft of the letters from the
churches,) the removal of our very dear and highly valued

4 * Their Confeflion, and number of Churches as laft year : See Regifter,
Past 1, 1790, Page the 26th.
Brother



ON HOLY PEACE. 193

Brother Hol/l *, who was fo aive in the firft formation of
this Aflociation, and who has all along b¥én fo grearw blef+
fing and ornament to the whole connéétion. My you con
tinue to pray for the bereaved church at Arnéy, that.Cod
would raife up for them another Paftor after-his own heart;
and pray for us, that theminifters who remuim a while longer
with you, may have a double portion of the Hou¥ SprreT

oured down upoti them, and be enabled more than ever-to
Ec valiant for the trath upon earth, till he, who hath taken
away our dear father from the niidft of us, fhall fay torus
alfo, Come up bither.

In our laft year’s letter we endeavoured to explain and
enforce the Chriftian duty of Patierice. This year we would
call your attention to another of the Fruits of the Spirit,
Whicﬁ is Peace. Gal v. 22.—~The blefling of Peace is
one of the moft invaluable of our prefent enjoyments.
Peace is exceedingly defirable in nations, in neighbourhoods,
in families, and in churches; and in fhort, in every depart-
ment of life. But above all, in our intercourfe with God,
Peace with God is of greater importance than all the reft,
becaufe its confequences remain for ever, ahd it is the orie
gin of every other defcription of Aoly peace.

At the firft creation of mankind, they were formed after
the image of God, and confequently; were the objefts -of
his approbation. As long as this continued, all was'peace
and harmony between heaven and earth. To the pleafares
of a good confcience, and the fweets of an undifturbed
fociety, (with angels it is probable, as well as with edch
other,) were added the endearing fmiles of God.—But this,
alas ! was of fhort continuance. By fin we became-at vari-
ance with God and each other, and we were juftly expofed
to the fiercenefs of the wrath of the Almighty. It istio
wonder, therefore, that anarchy and confufion have pre-
vailed in this world ever fince. Our natures were fo.forms
ed at the firft, that Peace with God fhould have an infepara
able connection with Peace with one aridther, and even with
eurfelves. Hence it came to pafs, that this being once-Joft,
the reft, asa righteous judgment, followed after it of counfe.
God havitig déclared man his eneiny, and pafled fentence of

* Actording to the defire of the affliCted family and church, Brother
Ryland has yuft publithed the fermon he preached at-the funeral of our %ear
fﬁend, and minexed a pretry Jarge account of the firft rife of the church at
Arnfhy, andof its fucceifive paftors, particularly of this liite faithful fetdant.
of oyr blefled Lord. The price is one fhilling, It is foldin Lowdon by
Mathews, Vernor, A, and Button.

condemna-
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condémnation againft' him, Angels, from loyalty to their
offended Sovereign, would naturally withdraw their friendly
intercourfe, a {pirit of difcord would rage among finners
themfelves, and guilt, and fhame, and horror infeft their
own bofoms.—Such a ftate of things mudt nearly approach
to that of the fallen angels ; and had it not been for the free
mercy of God, through our Lord Jefus Chrift, we muft
have had our portion with them, where hope and peace
never come. But adored be his name, his thoughts refpect-
ing us, were thoughts of Peace, and not of evil. 'The remedy
" was provided before the difeafe exifted. That which was
afterwards declared by Angels at the Mefhah’s birth, was
fettled in the Divine Councils, namely, Peace on earth, and
good-will to men. When all other means muft have failed,
Immanuel faid, Le I come. He came in the fulnefs of time,
and fhed his blood, as the price of our pardon. With His
facrifice God was well pleafed; and through Him, has
deigned again to dwell with man upon the earth. - Thus the
divine holinefs, juftice, and faithfulnefs, which muit for
ever have been at war with our welfare, are now engaged iny
behalf of all who believe in Jefus. And being reconciled
unto God by the death of his Son, we alfo have fellowfhip
with Angels: weare come to that innumerably company ; they
acknowledge us as brethren, Rev. xix. 10. and officiate as
miniftering fpirits for our good.—From the thedding of the
blood of Jefus, we derive Peace to our own foulss and in
him find a2 bond of union which cements us to each other,
- whatever have been our diftin&tons or variances in former
periods. Thus all things are gathered together in one, viz.
in CHRr1s'T, both which are in heaven, and which are in earth,
even in Him.

‘What a foundation does all this afford us, brethren, for
abounding in Peace! A ftranger to mankind wouid fuppofe,
an object fo defirable, accompanied with {uch motives, muft
.be univerfally purfued. Yet we fce not only a great part of
the world ftill at war with God, with one another, and with
themfelvess and others whofe enmity is more ‘concealed,
refting in 2 falfe peace ; but even thofe of whom we hope
the beft, actuilly enjoy but little of that to which they are
introduced.—There is reafon to think that were it not
owing to our own fault, we might all enjoy much more than
we do of that fweet tranquillity which the primitive Chrif~
tians felt, in being reconciled unto God; much more har-
mony with one another; and much more of that holy caig
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of mind, which arifes from having this awitne/s in ourfelves
that we have pleafed God. v

To afift you, brethren, in the purfuit of thefe defirable

objects, is the defign of the prefent letter. 'We may pre-
fume on your candid attention, while we lay down a few
‘DirecTions, and offer a few MoTIvEs to this purpofe.

Firpl. Cultivate a [pirit of truft or confidence in God.—
They are kept in continued peace whofe 'minds ave flayed upon
Him. A fixed, habitual, and lively dependence on the Son
of God for the falvation of our fouls would tend to exclude
thofe dark and boding fears which annoy our Peace. Could
we but fay with the Apottle, I know awhon I have trufled,
and that he is able to keep that which I have committed to hirm,
we might look at even death and judgment with compofure.
It is for want of confidence in God that we are toffed about,
as we are, by the affliCtions and troubles of the prefent ftate.
Confidence in the wifdom, power, goodnefs, and veracity,
of God, would turn many a ftorm into a calm. The
thoughts of his being at the helm of the univerfe; of all
that befalls us being by his appointment ; of every poffible
event coming within his knowledfge, forming a part of his
great plan, and working together for good to them that love
him; are enough, if realized, not only to quiet, but to
tranfport us; to make us refoice in tribulation itfclf, and
count it all joy when we fall into divers temptations.

Secondly.  Preferve a confeience woid of offence towards God
and towards man *.~—The peace of God cannot confift with
criminal indulgences. Sin has ever been the great make-bate
in God’s world. It was that which at firft {cparated chief
friends, and wherever it prevails, it ftill continues to pro-
duce the fame effet. Watch againft all fin, but efpecially
againft thofe fins which moft eafily befct you; thofe to
which you are moft expofed from age, circumitances, or
conne&tions.

* ¢t A feafonable, fteady performance of fecret duties in their proper
¢ hours, and a careful improvement of all tirze, filling up every hour
¢ with fome profitable labour, either of head, heart, or hands, are ex-
#¢ ceflent means of fpiritual peace and boldnefs before God.  Chriff indeed
¢ is our peace, and by bim e bave boldnefs of accefi to God ; but a good
¢ comftience, woid of offence, is an excellent preparation for an approach
#¢ into the divine prefence. There is .a difference between felf-confidence
¢ and a felf-righteaus plegfing ourfelves, with our own duties, attain-
¢ ments and fpiritual enjoyments, which godly fouls fometimes are guil-
¢ tyof, and that boly confidesice arifing from the teftimony of a-good con-
¢¢ fcience, which good Hezekiub had, when he fays, Rementber, O Lord,
¢ boaw I have walked before thee in truth, and with a perfel beart.—
¢« Then, fays the holy Plalmitt, fball I not be afpamed, when I hawe rea
¢ fpelt to all thy commandments.  Filling up our time avithand for God,
<¢ 1sthe way to rife up and li¢ down in peace.”  Edawvards's life of Brai-

nard, page 75, 76,
N 2 Thirdly.
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Thirdly. As you are fubje&t every day to fin againft God,
and bring guilt upon your confciences, fake heed that you do 1ist
goon in fuch a way, without venewed repentance, and frefb appli-
cation to Chriff.  We read of fome who had finned and had
not repented of their deeds, It is to be feared this is fhe
cafe with too many in the prefent day, and where it is {o,
folid peace muft needs be a ftranger. Such was the fitua-
tion of David after his fall, and previous to the meflage
fent him by Nathan. While he kept flence, not confelling
his fin, Ais bones waxed old, his prayers, or, as he calls them
his roarings, were not heard, day and night God's band wwas
heavy upon him, till at length his moiffure was turned into the
drought of fuinmer. Pf. xxxiil. 3, 4. The longer any fin lies
upon the confcience unlamented, the more hold it gets of
the foul; and the more danger accompanies its operations.
It is like a cancerous tumour in the flefh, whofe fibres
thoot and fpread deeper and wider, till at’ length, if not
ftopped, it proves fatal, by infefting the whole mafs of
blood. Well might the Son of God, in his addrefs to the
churches, charge them who had finned to repent and do their
Jorft works ! We have an Advocate with the Father, fo that
he who hath finned need not defpair : and as every day is
attended with new guilt, we had need, if we would enjoy
the peace of God, to be often examining, refleéting, and
repatring to the crofs. Thofe who are now clad in white
garments, wafthed their robes aud made them white in the
blood of the Lamb. ‘ _ ’

Fourthly.  Strive for the things that make for peace among
your fellow-men, and fellow-chriffians.  Particularly, fhun
difputes, efpecially what is ufually termed, difputation for
difputation’s fake. A litigious {pirit is the bane of fociety,
whether civil or religious. Perverfe difputings indicate” a
corrupt mindy deflitute of the truth. 1 Tim. vi. 5.—ILay afide
envies. and jealoufies one of another.  Where thele are,
there is confufion, and every evil work. From hence arife
evil furmifings, mifconfltru&tions, {wellings, tumults. Wrath
is cruel, and anger is outrageous, but who can ftand before
envy ? Thofe are generally of but thort continuance, and may
be avoided 3 but #his is a flow fecret, malignant, undermin-
ing principle; it lays a plan for the deftruttion of its ob-
ject, and never refts till it is accomplifhed. A jealous tem-~
per often indicates a dithoneft heart; fuch perfons know
“themfelves to be bad, and think none can beé otherwife.
Perhaps Satan would not have been fo {ufpicious of Job's
fincerity, but that, being confcious he had no difinterefted

love
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love in himfelf, he thought to be fure Job had not. Let us
have a care left we imitate him.—Avoid interfering in the
temporal concerns of others. Unlefs perfons aét immoral-
ly, fo as to bring difgrace upon religion, we have no con-
cern with their affairs. A temper ot mind bufying itfelf in
other men’s matters, has often broken the peace of families
and .churches. Encourage no tale-bearers, thefe often feparaté
chief friends: we cannot always {hut our doors againfl perfons
of that difpofition, but it were well to thut our ears againft
them. Heal differences; it is an honour to be a repairer of
a breach. It is true, it is often difficult work, but we muft
not mind a few hard fayings, that we may obtain the blef~
fing of the peace-makers, and be called the childven of God,
fiorgive infuries 5 he whofe mind harbours refentment after
an acknowledgment, is unlfit for fociety ; and has reafon to
fear, that he is unfit for the kingdom of God: for Chrift
exprefsly teaches, that if we forgive not men their trefpafes,
ncither will God forgive ours. Avaid proveking language,
and bitter inveltive. Some perfons have a provoking manner
of fpeaking on almoft all occafions, efpecially in telling
another of a fault, which tends more than a little to defeat
every good purpofe. Reproofs will do more harm than
good, unlefs they are tempered with love. Watch againft a
toucky difpofition.  Some arc as irritable, and as ready to take
offence, as others are to give it. There are cafes, to be
fure, in which we have a right to be offended, yea, in which
it is our duty; but thefe cafes are not fo frequent as we,
for want of humility and true greatnefs of mind, are ready
to think them. Charity is not foon angry :

¢ For every trifle, fcorn to take offence
¢ Tt always fhews great pride, or lirtle fenfe,

In finey facrifice almoft any thing for the peace and wpigfare of
Societyy except truthy and a good confiience.~—Peace obtaqu at
‘the price of thefe would be too dear, and when obtained
but of little value. The wifdom from above is fir/? pure,
thin peaceable.  But other facrifices may be fafely made, and
very rarely furnith matter for repentance. ‘

We will clofe the prefent addrefs, brethren, by offering a
few MOTIVES to enforce the fubjeét. .

Confider, in the firf? place, That peace is a bleffing of fuch
importance, that you cannot do avithout it.—The want of it
either in your own minds, in your familics, or in the
church, will embitter all your other enjoyments, and render
them but of mall account.

N 3 To
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_ To bear the afflictions and troubles of life with patience,
it is requifite that we have peace within. This affords a
refort to the mind, when furrounded with clamour and con-
fufion from other quarters, Hence, when the difciples
were going forth as fheep among wolves, their Lord be-
queathed them this blefling, My peace I give unto you, my
peace I leave with you, let not your heart be troubled, neither
leth't be afraid.
econdly.  Confider the advantages you enjoy for the obtainin,

of this bleffing.—The di[pmﬁztia;zg u.rf’der {vf)ﬁ{h you live igs
more favourable to peace of mind, and communion with
God, than any that has been heretofore. We are net come
to Mount Sinai, but to Mount Sion. We are taught to
approach God as our Father, which was not common under
the old teftament ; and hence, perhaps, we are faid to have
received not the fpivit of bondage, again to fear, but the [pirit of
ado_ptwn, crying Abba, Father.—~The relt which the churches
enjoy, and have enjoyed for a century paft, from perfecu-
tion, ought alfo to be reckoned amongft the advantages of
our times. It will be greatly to our reproach, if, when the
enemies of religion have left off to {mite us, we fhall begin
to fmite one another; or if the ceffation of alarms from
thofe quarters thould be followed by a f{pirit of flumber, in-
allivity, or fecurity. When the primitive churches bad ref?
from perfecution, they were edified, and walked in the fear ?f
the Lordy and in the comfort of the Holy Ghgff, and were muls
tiplied. A&s ix. 31.

Thirdly,  Honour and happinefs are its attendants.~—I am one
of them, faid a good woman, that are peaccable and faithfid in
{frael. 2 Sam. xx. 19. A great honour, indeed, to have
thefe #wo qualities united in our charater. As the former
without the latter would foon become unworthy of its name,
by degenerating into meannefs, fo the /azzer without the
former would foon degenerate into bitternefs ; but, blended
together, they form a character truly honourable, and wufe-
ful in every department of focial life. Such a fpiritis as
comfortable as it is reputable. Itis a fource of abundant
happinefs to ourfelves, and tends to diffufe it on thofe
around us. It will afford peculiar comfort to your minifters
to be with a people of fuch a charater, while the contrary
is invariably obferved to imbitter their lives, and abate their
affe&tion which is fo neceffary for your edification,

Fourthly. The fuccefs of the Gofpel is generally connelled
with it.~When diffention prevailed in the primitive church
at Jerufalem, things were at a ftand ; but when that {ub-
fided, the word of Gud increcfed, and the number of the a’/y’;

ciples
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eiples multiplied. A&s vi. 7. The fame track of thipgs is
obfervable to this day. Where difientions prevail, the Word
of Godis hindered, the hands of minifters are weakened,
young converts arc ftumbled, and the enemies of religion
gratified. Aba, Aba, [ay they, fo would we have it !— Live in
peace, {aid the Apoftle, and the God of lrve and peace fhall be with
you. The Holy Dove loves to dwell with the peaceable, and
the humble, but flies from the abodes of noife and ftrife.
- Fifthly. Tke beavenly flate toawbich you are going, vequires
1t as a preparative~—Thofe who enter there, will enter into
peace.  Sin being no more, all will be harmonious. Inter-
“nal confliéts thall no longer agitate our bofoms; the fleth
lufteth not againft the -fpirit, nor is the fpirit there en-
gaged in luflting againft the fleth. No diftance or referve
of any kind fhall have place between Ged and us; nor fhall
envies, or jealoufies, or any evil tempers, difturb the peace
of that holy fociety. 1f our cyes are ever blefled with a
fight of the heavenly Jerufalem, we fhall {ee it a quiet ha-
bitation. Why then fhould we indulge difpofitions unfuit-
able to the ftate to which we profefs to afpire ? If we live
all our ycars under their influence, we have reafon to dread
a denial at lafts or ¢f we fhould be admitted, why fhould
we cherith thofe things that muft then be left behind us ?
Dear brethren Let us have an intereft in your prayers;
you have an intereft in ours. The defires of our hearts
for every individual amongft you, cannot be more fitly ex~
prefled, than in the words of the priefts of old, when bleffing
Ifrael. “The Lorp blefs thee, and keep thee ; the Lorp
make his face to thine upon thee, and be gracious unto thee;
the Lorp lift up his countenance upon thee, and givg thee
Peace.,” Amen.

BREVIATES
Tuefday Evening. Met foon after 6 o’clock. . Brother Green-
wood was chofen Moderator, and began:in prayer. 'The Letters
drom the Churches were read, and minutes taken as ufual.  Bro-
sher Carey (lately ordained at Leicefter) concluded in prayer.
Wednelday Morning, 6. Met for prayer. The following Brethren
were cngaged : Ayre, Butler, Sharman, Heighton, and Meltcham,
At 104 Brother Craps prayed ; Brother Ryland gave a thort ac-
count of the rature and defign of the Affociation; Brother Bur-
ton preached from Matt. vi. 10, “ Thy kingdom come.” Brother
Fuller prayed ; and Brother Gill preached from Ifaiah xiv. 32.
#¢ ' What thall one then anfwer the meflengers of the nation ? That
the Lord hath foupded Zion, and the poor of his people thall truft
s it.””  DBrether Hopper concluded.
N 4 Evenpng,
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Evening; 6. Brother Mills prayed, and Brother Sutcliff.
preached from 2 Cor. vi. 18. < I will be a father unto you, and
e thall be my Sons and Daughters, faith the Lord Almighty.”
%rother Smith (who was the firll Paftor of the Church at Oak-
ham, and is now Paftor of the Church in Eagle-fireet, London)
concluded in prayer.—After the public meeting, the circular let-
ter, written by Brother Greenwood, was read, and being ap-
roved of, wis ordered to be printed.

Thurl{day Morning, 6. Met again : Brother Ryland prayed,
and the-Minifters of the Aflociation gave abrief account of their
own experiences, during the courle of the latt year; after which
Brother Simmonds of Braunftone prayed. We then attended to
the bufinefs of the aflociation fund, &c. and the Moderator con-
cluded in prayer.

With refpect to the fund, as feveral of the aflociate churches do
not contribute towardsit, we agreed to remind them all, that va-
rious valuable ends might be anfwered by it, if it were more ge-
nerally ericouraged. 'We now voted half-a-guinea a piece to four
of the poorelt of our brethren who came from a diftance ; but
would recommend it to all the churches, that they thould, if poffible,
bear the expence of their own minifter’s journey to the affociation,
that the fund may be better able to give affiftance in other cafes.
It was unanimoufly voted, that five guineas fhould be fent up to
the Treafurer of the Society Tor precuring the abolition of the
Slave Trade, that we might fhew our hearty abhorrence of that
wicked and deteftable merchandize ; the reception of which fum,
has been fince acknowledged in the moft obliging manner, by
Granville Sharp, Efq. Chairman of the Committee ; who affures
us, that the Committee ¢ are now more animated, if poffible,
than ever, againft the iniquitous and difgraceful pradtices of Slave-
dealers and Slave-holders, and are firmly determined (as by anin-
difpenfible duty to God and man) to perfevere in their endeavours,
by all legal means, to effe& the abolition of fuch enormities.””

State of the Churches fince the laff Affaciation.

- Upon 3 profeflion of faith - 101
Added {By letters of recommendation - 5
Reftored after exclufion - - 2
,----108

By death - - 39
Dimintthed {By difmiflion to other Churches 4 14
By exclufion - - 17

v oo

Increafe 38

Y"1 Ten of thefe were: difmiffed from the Church at Nottingham, to form a
mew Church at Botsford.

The next affociatjon to be held at Nottingham, in the Whitfune
Week, on Wednefday May 30, 1792. Brother Carey and Bro-
ther Ryland to preach ; in café of failure, Brother Greenwood and
Brother Weflt. ~ Pug up @ the Flying-Horle,

THE
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THE

MIDLAND LETTER*

UN A4 REVIEW OF PROVIDENCE  AND GRACE,

The Elders and Meflengers of the feveral Baptift Churches,
meeting at Cannon-ftreet, Birmingham 5 Evefbam, Les-
cminfler, Perfbore, Ryeford, Tewkefbury, and Upton.

Having alfo received  Letters: from Bond-ftreet, Birming-
ham'y Bewdley, Cofeley, Hook-Nortony Stourbyidge, War-

avick, and Wercefler.
Being met in Affociation at Ross, Fune 28, 29, 1791+

AINTAINING the important doftrines of Three

equal Perfons in the Godhead ; eternal and perfonal

eleftion; original fins particular redemption; free jufti-

fication by the righteoufnefs of Chrift imputed; efficacious

grace in regeneration ; the final perfeverance of the faints;

the refurretion of the dead; the general judgment at the
Jatt day; and the life everlafting.

With the independence of the feveral Chriftian Societies
they reprefent—o whom they fend Chriffian fulutation.

Dear Brethren?

‘WELL may we adopt the language of infpiration, and
fay, 1t is of the Lord’s mercies e are not confumed, becaufe bis
compaffions fail not. Since our laft annual meeting, many
of our efteemed brethren, who #hen were ufeful in churches,
in affociations, in their families, and in the world, have
been removed by death. We cannot but lament; yet we
do not forrow as thofe without hope—our lofs is their un-
fpeakable gain! May we, their {urvivors, both minifters
and people, *“ awbilft we live, live /”

Various as the {cenes have been thromgh which you have
pafled, you have reafon to fay, Goodnels and mercy have
githerto followed us. . ... Permit us, brethren, in this our
annual addrefs, to recommend your taking a general and par-

* Wherever dots occur thus . , , . in this, or any other letter,
there the paragraph is abridged. EDIToR,
2 ticular
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ticular review of what God hath wrought for you, both in
Providence and Grace.

The children of Ifrael were commanded to oblerve the
month Abib. So eught you (who are profeflionally, the chil-
dren of God) to furvey the Divine conduét towards yoy in
2 way of Grace. Once you were dead in fin 5 but now are
made alive from the dead, having rifen awith Chrifl—you were
darknefs, but now are light in the Lord. 'With the man
who was born blind, but afterwards received his fight,
you can fay, We fee. Your natural ftate was a flate of
enmity to God and goodnefs ; now the enmity is {ubdued,
and reconctiliation has been effeted by the blood of Chrift:
wherefore you are no more . . . . ftrangers, and foreigners,
but fellow-citizens with the {z2ints, and of the houfehold of
God : you are bleft with a good hope through Grace, being
cleanfed from fin by the blood of Jefus, enriched with
the graces of the Holy Spirit, and made children of God by
adoption and regeneration. Behold ! what manner of love
the Father hath beftowed upon you, that-you fhould be cal-
Jed the fons of God 1!

Contemplate the favereignty of bis grace. Had the Lord left
us in our {in, and chofen others of our race to his king-
dom and glory, he had ftill been juft. It is his prerogative
to have mercy on whom he will. Remember, that Al-
mighty power alonc can effeCt a moral change in fallen man.
That change you have expericnced, while others are ftill in
the gall of bitternefs, and bonds of iniquity. It is the
work of a2 Divine hand! All bleffings, paft, prefent, and
to come, of which you have been made recipients, or hepe
to be indulged with, are God’s free donations conferred
upon the unworthy. Thefe confiderations fhould excite
both your humility and gratitude.

Recolle&x alfo, with abundant thankfulnefs, the conftant
care which the Shepherd of Ifracl hath taken of you in
Providence. His beftowments have exceeded not only
your deferts, but moft fanguine expetations. God has
never failed in his promifes refpeCting you. When helplefs
infants, hanging on your mother’s breafts, he was your
powerful guardian, and faithful {riend—a friend ever nigh.
When arrived at riper years, from what follies did he re-
ftrain you, and from what dangers. and evils did he graci-
oufly deliver you! Being fan&ified in Chrift Jefus, he pre-
ferved you, and called you with an holy calling.

Since that happy period, forget not his dealings with you
—XHas he been a barren wildernels to you? Though lGold

cads
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Ieads his people through a wildernefs, yet in himf{elf he is not
a defert, but a paradife of delights. Are not yeu conftrain-
ed to acknowledge ¢ That the Lord is good?” You may have
been led by a rough and intricate way, but the iffue bath
proved it was the right way to the city of habitation. The
path of heavy afiliction—of fpiritual defertion—and firong
temptation, you have found perfeétly confiftent with the
Divine perfeftions and promifes. Truly, no afflition for
the prefent is joyous, but grievous ; and if you, in circum-
ftances of forrow, are only looking at thofe things which are
temporal, you cannot expect relief; but raifing your hearts
to thofe things which are not {een, which are eternal, with
Paul you will be enabled to fay, ¢ Thefe light aflictions
work for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of
lory.”

S'Zn&iﬁed affliCtions are of eminent fervice to God’s be-
lieving people : they purify from fin by embittering it to the
heart, fweeten God’s promifes to the foul, and draw forth
the Chriftian graces into exercife : they brighten our evi-
dences, endear Chrift to us, and excite an earnefl defire to
depart, and to be with him, which is far better. . Thus re-
fle¢ting on the valuable parpofes accomplithed by affliction,
you are conftrained to confefs, that it is good for you to be
afflicted.

The way of fpiritual defertion is very gloomy and un-
defirable ; yet God often leads his people by this way. . ...
Then how frequently do they fear that they fhall never more
fee the goodnefs of the Lord in the land of the living. Our
way (fay they) is hid from the Lord, and our judgment
pafleth over from our God. Having no {enfible communion
with Chrift, no prefent manifeftation of the love of God,
they are intimidated with the terrors of the Lord, and con-
demn themfelves for hypocrites, or temporary believers.
This way, indeed, is alfo rough, but ftill it is the vighe
way, through which their Covenant Father is conduting
them to the Canaan of peace and joy. . ...

Again, the way of temptation 1s diftrefling and danger-
ous: but as our Lord was led into the wildernefs to be
tempted of the Devil, fo his members are open to the af-
faults of the deftroyer. Yet the fame general end thall be
anfwered by them, as by other painful exercifes. Like the
unconquered Canaanites among the ancient Jews ; though
in themfelves difpofing to evil, God fhall make them fub-
ferve purpofes of goodnefs—the oftener the enemy appears,
the more habitually prepared fhould we be-to Oppoggl&m&

ifte
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Afhfted by Heaven we fhall at-laft be.more than conquerors,
for awith every temptation our God will make a way for our
efcape.

I\%ucb of this, brethren, you have realized: In aflition.
you have exclaimed, All thefe things are againft us! yet
your memories teftify that occurrences, in themfelves. af-
flictive, have been the means eventually of diflipating your
fears, firengthening your faith, reviving your hope, and
animating your hearts. All things have worked together
for your good, and for the difplay of the ineffable perfec-
tions of your Saviour.

Dear brethren, ferioufly to recollect the conduét of God.
refpecting us, is both our dwry and interch.

The facred Scriptures enjoin us to remember all the way
through which the Lord our God has led us. The example
of holy men in all ages, calls upon us to engage in thefe
retrofpeftive meditations. ¢ I will remember thee,” faid
Pavid, ¢ from the land of Jordan, &c.” Plalm xlii. 6.
Without confidering our experience, we have no fubject
for praife. If we forget his mercies, we cannot exalt his
name—gratitude muflt ceafe to exift, when obligation is
forgotten. But the more we cherifh attention to the Divine
éonduct, the more exalted will be our gratitude, the more
ardent our praifes. Hence, faith the Plalmiit, * While 1
mufed the fire burned, then fpake I'with my tongue;” and
we fhould remember, that we are not our own, but bought
with a price; in order to excite us to glorify God with
eur bodies and fpirits, which are his.

Nothing more than this will tend to calm and tranquillize
your minds under prefent trying providences. As churches
or individuals, you are taught by experience, that many are
the affli¢tions of the rightcous: on various accounts, each
hath' his diftrefles and perplexities—every heart knoweth its
own bitternefs. Whatever tends to promote fubmiffion to
the Divine difpofals, and acquiefcence in his dealings, is
highly defireable. To obtain this, familiarize yourfelvey
with God’s paft difpenfations refpecting you; confider the
conneétion of feeming evil with real good.  Acquaint now thy
Jelf with kim and be at peace, and thereby good fball come unta
thee. The God who hath delivered you from fimilar dif«
ficulties to which you are now expofed, is an unchanging
God s his Grace 1s as fufficient now as ever, and his
difpofednefls to exercife that Grace is ftill as great. Re-
fleftions, fuch as thefe, will bring divine compofure inta
your hearts: under thefe impreflions you will kifs ﬂ(llc

rod,
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tod, and blefs him who hath appeinted it—you will
fay, It isthe Lord, let him do with us as feemeth good
in his fight! the agitation of your minds will ceafe, the
difcompofure of your paflions be ovet, and every ungo-
vernable power fink into repofe : you will bear the indigna-
tion of the Lord, not only becaufe you have finned -againit
him; but, from a firm perfuafion that the iffue of every triul
will be your eternal advantage. Hereby your faith and con-
fidence will be confirmed, as the Pfalmift’s, in fimilar cir-
cumftances; who, recurring to former experience, faid,
Why art thou caft dowr, O my foul ? and why art thou dif-
quieted within me ? Hope thou in God, for I thall yet praife
him, who is the health of my countenance, and my God.

Confider, brethren, how much the frequent recollection
of your paft experience of divine goodnefs, is connelted
with your happinefs, your intereft, and the glory of your
God; and let the confideration excite your diligent atten-
tion to that duty, which is at the fame time your ineftimable
privilege.

May great grace be upon all the holy brethren, for Chrifl’s
fake ! Amen.

Signed by the Moderator,

Funey 29, 1791, JAMES WILLIAMS.

B REVIATES

The Minifters and Meflengers met on Twe/day Evening at hulf
paft fix. Brother Affon of Perfbore began in prayer; Brother
Williams of Rofs was chofen Moderator. 'The Letters from the
feveral Churches were read, minutes taken,” and the fervice con-
cluded in prayer by Brother Smith of Perfhore. '

Wednefday morning met at half paft six. The Moderator
prayed ; matters relative to the various Churches were difculled,
and the meeting adjourned.

Soon after TEN public fervice began ;- Brother Wilkins of Bour-
ton prayed ; Brother Thomas of. Leominfier preached from Pfal.
cxXil. 7. * Peace be within thy walls, and profperity within
thy palaces.”  After finging ~(Brother Hiller of Tewhke/
bury, laft year appointed for this fervice, being remuved by
death, who hal been, for twenty years, a valuable and honourable
member of this affociation ; and Brother Dore of Cirencefler,: who
was nominated in cale of failure, being detained by indifpofition}
Brother Pearce of Birmingham preached from 2z Pet. iii. 18. ¢ But
grow in grace ;” Brother Butterwarth of Evgfbam. concluded
this fervice in prayer.

After
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After public fervice, the Circular Letter, drawn up by the Mo~
derator, was produced, approved, and ordered to be printed.

At TurEE affembled again ; Brother Thomas Ewans of Carleon
prayed ; Brother Birt of Plymouth Dock preached from A&s xiil.
38. ¢ Be it known unto you, thercfore, men and brethren, that
through this man is preached unto you the forgivenefs of fins.”
Brother Belcher concluded in prayer.

Met again at six; Brother Symmons of Wootton-under-edge
prayed ; Drother Redding of Truro in Cornwall preached from
Abs xi. 2r1. “ And the hand of the Lord was with them ; and
a great number believed, and turned unto the Lord.”” Brother
Dunfeombe of Cheltenham concluded .the fervices of the day in
prayer, and difmifled the people with the ufual benediction.

. Agreed to hold the next affociation at Upton, on Tuelday and
Wednefday in the Whitfun-week ; our Brethren L. Butteravorth
of Ewvcfbam, and Pearce of Birmingham, to preach; and, in cafe
of failure, Brother Reece of Warwick.
Put up at the Talbot.
Inn the affociated Churches the laft year there avere

Baptized - 75
Received by letter and experience 10
Reftored - - - - 2
Omitted in former accounts - 21

- 108
Dead - - . - 19
Difmiffed ~ - - - 8
Excluded - - - - 16

— 43

Increafe this year - - 6

N. B. The Baptift Mecting-houfe being at Ryeford, a fmall
village at {ome diftance from the town of Rofi, application was
made to the Reverend Mr. Rogers, minifter of the Independeyt
Congregation, for liberty to hold the affociation in their place of
worthip. To this requeft the following aufwer was received,
which, for the truly affetionate and liberal fpirit it breathes,
is here prefented to our congregations at large, hoping that the
worthy charaters whofe fignatures it bears, will with readinefs
accept this public expreflion of our gratitude.

To the Reverend the Minifiers, and to-the other Reprefentatives
of the Affociated Churches, nowv affembled at Rofs, Hercford-
Shires—The-Church of Chrift meeting at Rofs aforefaid, fend-
eth Chriffian Salutations, as to Brethren of the fame Houfehold
of Faith, though differing in Seutiment on one drticle.

Rev. Sirs—Brethren !
I'T is the amiable peculiarity of the religion of
Jefus, that it unites its genuine profeflors in one common
bond of affection, even wliere their opinions difagree on-its
5 Iefs



THE MIDLAND LETTER. 207

lefs importarit doérines. The precifion of him ¢ who {pake
fo as never man fpake,” is not for a moment to be queftion~
ed; yet it isa faét, to which paft and prefent times bear un-
willing teftimony, that all his fincere difciples do not clearly
underftand zbe whole of his will. "Whether the wife inten-
tion of this be, either to thew the remaining darknefs of the
human mind, to excite the diligent inveftigations of his faithe
ful followers, or to call for mutual forbearance and candour,
may yet remain a queftion. While it'is the duty of all who
love the Lord Jelus, * to contend earneftly for the faith
once delivered to the faints,” it is equally their duty to re-
ceive, with chriftian affe&tion, all who appear ftedfafl in
their adherence to the peculiar doétrines of the gofpel,
though differing in their ideas of fome lefs important points
of their religious creed; remembering, for their mutual
inftrultion, that in the prefent ftate, even * the watchmen
on Mount Sion do not fee eye to eye.”

Under thefe circumitances, we, as a church of Chriit,
united with yourfelves in allegiance to our common Lord,
are not content to give you, our reverend brethren, an
entrance within our walls;—we embrace the prefeat occa-
fion to wifh you all profperity and peace in the name of the
Lord. We rejoice in your zealous lzbours for the enbarge-
ment of the Redeemer’s kingdom, and the good of fouls;
in your fteadinefs to the diftinguithed do&trines of the gofpel
of Chriit; in your firm oppofition to the innovations of
defigning men 1 matters of religion; in your avowed ac-
knowledgment of Chrift as the only Lord of conicience, and
the fole law-giver in his church ;—nor do we lefs exprefs our
fatisfaltion in thefe your annual affociations, believing, that
the good of the church at large, and of your refpeétive con-
gregations in particular, is the difinterefted principle from
which they proceed. May an unétion from the Holy One,
defcending upon you with copious effufion——in the prefent
folemnity, encreafe their, your, and our joy in the Lord!

Go on, reverend firs, in your fedulous endeavours for
the falvation of immortal fouls. May the blefling of the
Holy Spirit fucceed your zealous aims to turn many to
righteoufnefs! may you long fhine in the gofpei hemifphere,
as lights in the church and world; and, after diftinguifhed
ufefulnéfs inthe caule of Chrift, receive that “ crown of
righteoufnefs which fadeth not away;” a late, and large re-
ward, in the kingdom of cur God and Father.

We hope, that you will not be unmindful of us in your

“devout fupplications at the throne of grace. We have,
great
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great reafon to addrefs you in the words of. the apoftle, “ Bre-
thren pray.for us | that the word of the Lord may. have free
courfe, and be glorified !” We are, truly, a church in the
wildernefs 3 but, we truft, loyal to Chrift, fteady to his caufe,
zealous for his honour, and firm to our own profeflion,
amidft many trying difcouragements. We expect that thefe
will be more or lefs the lot of all the faithful followers of
the Lamb ; and while, through faith we commit ourfelves
to-the {uperintending.care of the great Head of .the church,
we. rejoice. in this evidence of being among that  little
flock, to whom.it is our Father’s good pleafure to give the
kingdom.”

Though diftant from fome of you in place, though un-
known to many of you in perfon, we hope one day to join
your company, and unite with you to adore the Son of God
in the realms of light and glory. We are,

Rev. Sirs—DBrethren,

Your fervants in our common Lord,

Signed at our Church-meeting %J : ROGERS, Minifter.

2t Rofs, June 26, 1791. G. WILKINSON, Deacon.

W. LLOYD.

EX TURACTS

From the American Aflociation Letters, &c. * and from the
perfonal Correfpondence between the Englifh, the Ame-
rican, and other Brethren.

THE Woobstock AssociaTion, confifting of twenty-four
churches, in the ftates of New-Hampfhire and Vermont, was held
in Canaan, on Wednefday and Thurfday, Sept. the 2gth and juth,
1790. Elder Fobn Peckers delivered the introdu&ory fermon
from Pfal Ixxxv. 8. I will hear what God the Lord will fpeak;
for he will {peak peace to his people, and to his faints: but let
them not turn again to folly.””  An account, truly joyful, came
to hand by Elder Stzphen Royce, with a letter and minutes of the
MerepiTH AssoCIATION, confifting of fix churches. Appointed

* Several Englith Affociation Letters are poftponed in this Number, not-
withftanding their excellencies. Some of them aré fourteen pages each. On
account of their length, and the great quantity of matter in band, it will be a
favour done the Regifter to abridge them : this onaiffion pains the  -Esrror.

the
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the next affociation to meet at Weflmoreland, the laft Wednefday in
September 1791." Thurday evening Elder Royce preached from
Jude ver. 21.” « Keep yourfelves in the love of God.” The
letter to the churches (in three pages) explains and recommends
the duty of ¢ the inftru&ion, or early education of children;**
and is concluded thus: “ We have had a very agreeable interview
at this annual meeting, and have heard of a work of the Spirit
of God, to the Eqffaward, in Stratham, the towns adjoining, and
in a large extent of country in our Northern wildernefs, which
looks like the opening of glory. Let us ftand, equipped with
the whole armour on, that we may be ready to follow our dear
brother, Elder Williams, of Grafton, whofe fudden death has de-
prived the Church of Chrift of an ufeful member, and a faithful
dervant of Jefus Chrift the Lord. Amen.”

Increafe, - - - - - - .
Total number of members, - ¢96

The Bowpornuam Assoctatioxn (Maffachulett’s) of fix church-
¢s, metat Harpfwell, on Wednefday and Thurfday, Sep. 2gth and
goth, 1790. On the firft of thefe days, Wednefday, at one
o’clock, P. M. Brother Fames Potter preached the introduétory
fermon from Jude ver 1; and in the evening, Elder ffaac Cafe
delivered a difcourfe from 1 Cor. ix. 4. he next affo¢tution
to be held at Balltown, the Wednefday before the firlt Lord’s day
of O&ober, 1791. The letter (of two pages) on Faith, informs
us, that *“the churches ftand faft inthefaith,” aad have enjoyed
¢ confiderable revivals.”

The Vermont AssociaTion, holden at Wallingford, Ver-
mont, Wednefday and Thurfday October 6th and 7th, 1790,
opened witha fermon by Elder Peter Werden, from Heb. xiii. 2.
¢ Be not forgctful to entertain firangers, for thereby fome have
entertained angels unawares.” Thurfday another was deliver-
ed on Plalm cxxxiii. 1. ¢ Behold how good and how pleafant
it is for brethren to dwell together in unity,”” The affociation to
convene at Orawell the firt Wednefday in O&ober, 1791. The
circular letter, on Pradlical Godlinefs, is compofed in two pages :
It fays, ¢ You muft be fenfible, that a mere belief of, or afl-at
to, the great dofirines of the Bible, will not cleanfe our hearts
from fin, denominate our conduét confiftent, nor prepare us for
that ftate of glory into which the righteous will thortly be "ad-
mitted. We may affent to the moft important and interefting
truths of Chriftianity, and, from a view of their fecoadary beauty,
feel great animal operations, and ecftacies of joy in our {pirits ;
and, at the fame time, for want of a true difcovery of the pri-
mary beauty and excellency of thofe objeds, the heart may be left
defittute of that proper fenfe of their weight and importance,
which alooe is productive of the genuine fruits of religion. On

A thefe
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thefe fhoals have thoufands made tatal fhipwreck in their voyage
to the New-Jerufalem.”

This is a convention of thirteen churches, in which there are
740 mémbers. Increafe g2,

The StoxingToN Associatiow, of fourteen churches, in
Rhode Ifland and Conneéticut, was held at Elder Simeon Browws’s
meeting-houfe, in Stonington, Tuelday and Wednefday, Octcber
1gth and 20th, 1790. Brother Jfaac Backus delivered the introduc-
tory {ermon from 1 Sam. xxii. 1,2. Sermon in the evening by
Brother Fofeph Grafion from 1 Tim. iv.8. The letter is about a
page; recommending a firm and pradtical attachment to the laws
and ordinances of Chrift, as the indifpenfible duty of every
Chriftian.

There are, in thefe fourteen churches, 1160 members, In-
creafe 62.

Boflon, Maffachufett’s, April 7th, 1791. ¢ There isa confider-
able revival ‘of religlon at Reading, twelve miles to the Northward
of Bofton, under the miniftry of Mr. Sanburn, a young Pzdo-
baptift, whom I know not perfonally, but who, as I am informed,
is a faithful minifter of Chrift. Alfo at Braintree, Stoughton,
Bridgewater, and Abingdon, which places are contiguous, extend-
ing eighteen or twenty miles, }Eoth Baptift and Pzdobaptift
minifters are honoured inftruments in this work. I have juft
heard alfo of a Yery extraordinary revival on Long {fland, to the
Xaftward of Bofton, in Penobfcott Bay, butam not able to fur-
nifh you with the particulars of it.”

The Vircinia PorTsmouTH AssociATion, by the Min-
utes of their meeting, dated May 21—-24th, 1791, fay, that,
# Whereas, for good caufes fhewn, the Kehuby Aflociation,
at their laft annual meeting, thought proper to divide ; and as the
place from which that Affociation took its name is in another
boundary, refolved therefore, That this Aflociation be known
hy the name of the Pirginia Portfmouth Affociation. The intro-
duftory fermon was preached on Saturday May 2ift, by Brother
David Barrow, from 1 Cor. xiii. 13. ¢ Now abideth faith, hope,
charity, thefe three ; but the greateft of thefe is charity.” Bre-
thren Hughes, Mercer, Burkitt, and Baker, were appointed to
preach on the Lord’s day, May 22d 5 fervice to begin precifely
at nine o’clock, A, M. Morday, &ec. proceeded to bufinefs.
Adopted both the conftitution, or form of government of the
Kebuky Affociation ¥, held at Whitefield’s meeting-houfe, Pitt
county, North Carolina, O&ober, 1789, as far as it Is con-
filtent with the divifjon of the Affociation which took place at

* See ar_{ketch of the minutes in the Second Part of the Regifter for
375% b 48,

Davis’s
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Davis’s meeting-houle, Oftober, 1705 and alfo their Abfrafl
of Principles, publithed in 178¢.”” Advifed ths churches to en-
courage sinerant preaching. Ordered, That Brother Armiftead
and Brother Barrow attend as our delegates, the next general
committee, of the Baptift denomination, m Virginia, to be holden
at Tomahawk meeting-houfe, Cheiterfield County, the fecond
Saturday in Mav next,  That Brother Edward Mintz prepare a
irenlar letter for the mnext affociation *, the fubject to be Bro-
v Love; and that he preach the affociation fermon next
year; or,in cafe of failure, Brother Meglamre. R efolved, That
our next aflociation be held at Brother Morrals meeting-houfe,
on Meherrin River, in Southampton County, on the Saturday
before the fourth Lord’s day in May next.

There are twenty-one churches in this affociation, confifting of
1355 members.

The Warwrck Assoc1aTion. Agreeable to letter received
from a conference held at Mount Pleafant, propofing a convention
for the purpofe of conftituting an Affeciation. 'he reprefen-
tatives of a number of churches attended at the aforefaid place
on May 3tit and June 1ft, 1791,

An introduétory difcourfe was delivered by Brother Thomas
Montayne, from 2 Tim.iv. 3. “For the time will come when
they will not endure found doétrine.” Letters from the fourteen
churches difpofed to form themfelves into an Aflociation, were
read : the number of members appeared tobe 625. On the fecond
day of meeting, Brother Fobn Dodge preached from Matt. i. 21,
< And thou fhalt call his name Jefus; for he fhall fave his people
from their fins.”” The members of this aflociation declare, that
their fentiments refpecting the apoftacy of mankind, and the
recovery of fuch as fhall be faved, &c. &c. agree with the con-
feflion of the kirk of Scotland, of the reformed Dutch church,
of the congregational church, and with the Saybrook platform,
in Conneticut ; but that they prefer, to all other human compoli-
tions, the confeflion of faith put forth, in England, by upwards
of one hundred churches of the Baptift denomunation in 168g,
aad adopted by the Philadelphia Affociation and others m
America. Voted, That this Aflociation meet alternately on the
Eaft and Weft fides of Hudfon’s River; and that the next Affo-
ciation be held at Warzvick, on the third Tuefday in O&ober,
1791,

The Spartssury Associatiown, from Maflachufett’s and
New-York, convened at Stodkbridge, June 1ft and 2d, 1791.
Yider Fuftus Hall preached the introduétory fermen from 1 T'nmi
ii. 5. Drother Blocd delivered a difcourfe the next day from
1 Cor. iv 20, Their civcular letter is on the difference there is

* There wus none printed with thefe Minutes of 1791,
C2 between
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between the power of churches and that of an aflociation. The
next annual meeting to be at Elder Power’s meeting-houfe, in
Stillwater, on the firt Wednefday in June, 1792. Thisbody is
an union of twenty-fix churches: their numbers fland thus :
408 added, 63 difmiffed, 31 excluded, 15 dead. Total in com-
munion 1777. Intheadditions of this year, two of thefe churches
are remakably diftinguithed. To the church at Bait/#ill 111 are
added, and to the church at Stilfavater 182.

Salem, Auguft 24th, r791. I have very lately received a let-
ter from Mr. Merril, a young candidate now preaching at Sedg-
wick, who writes thus: ¢ Itis now harveft time with us; there
has been a thaking among the dry bones for more than three
months patt. Looking round in the valley and prophecying has
made my fatigues great, and engroffed my time. There is alfo
confiderable attention to religion in feveral of the adjacent towns:
I often preach in one or another of them. Thisday I preached at
Penobfcott. Sucha folemn and ferious attention to divine things
I never faw before.  From thirty to forty, we believe, have been
brought into the liberty of the fons of God, and the numbers of
the faithful, I have reafon to think, increafe almoft daily. Coms
fort our friends with this good news.”

On June 1, 1791. The ConvEnTION OF MINISTERS OF THE
Stare or New Hampsuirg, met according to adjourn-
ment, at Concord.

THE Rev. Mr. Macclintock preached a fermon from Haggai
xi. 7. After divine fervice, the following votes were paffed :

1. Voted that the thanks of the Convention be given to the
Rhev. Mr. Macclintock,. for his excellent fermon, preached before
them,

2. That the Rev. Mr, Farrar be appointed to preach the next
convention fermon.__

3. That the Rev."Mr. Church be appointed to preach, during
four weeks, to the inhabitants of fome of the new fettled towns
in this State, who are deftitute of preaching,

4. That the Minifters of the SEVERAL DENOMINATIONS in
this State, who are judged by their own orders and focieties to be
men of virtue, and in regular ftanding, be invited to join this
Convention at their next meeting, to form ONE UNITED CLERI-
CAL BODY,

5. That a Committee be raifed to draft an -Addrefs to the
vacant focieties in this State, requefting and exhorting them to
take great care that they do not employ wicious men as preachers :
nor any men unlefs they have good recommendations from a number
of minifters of known reputation and virtue,

From
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From Major GororTH *, Wafbington, Kentucky,
September 3, 1791,

« ONE of the Indian captives lately died at this place—his
Excellency Governor St. Clair gave liberty to the reft to bury
the corpfe accotding to the cuftom of their nation : the mode is,
that the body be wrapped in a fhroud, over which they put a
blanket, a pair of moggalins on the feet, and {even day’s rations
by the fide of the head, with other neceflaries. The march,
from Fort-Wathington was very folemn ; on their arrival at the
grave, the corple was let down, and the relatives immediately re-
tired—an aged matron then defcended into the grave, and placed
the blanket according to rule, and fixed the provifion in fuch
manner as fhe thought would be moft handy and convenient to
her departed friend ; cafling her eyes about to fee if all was right,
the found the deceafed was barefoot, and enquired why they had
omitted the moggafins ? The white perfon who {uperintended the
whole bufinefs, informed her, that there were no good moggafins
in the ftore, but that by way of amends they had put a fuffici-
ency of leather in the knapfack to make two pair—at the fame
time fhewing her the leather, With this fhe appeared fatisfied,
faying, that her friend was well acquainted with making them,
¢ A few particulars refpeting this country may not be un-
interefting to you.

“ VVaﬁlington is the county town for the county of Mafon,
and is the fecond, in poiat ofypopulation, in Kentucky.

« The county of Hamilton lies between the two Miami Ri-
vers. Juft below the mouth of the Little Miami is a garrifon
called Yort Miami. At a fmall diftance below this garrifon is the
town of Columbia. About fix miles from Columbia, is the
town of Cincinnati, which is the county town of the county of
Hanmilton ; and here is ere@ed Fort-Wafbington, the head quarters
of the Federal Army. This fort is pleafantly fituated on the
banks of the Ohio, oppofite the mouth of Licking River. Seven
miles helow this is a f{ettlement of eighteeen or twenty families,
called South Bend—about feven miles from this, alioc on the
Ohio, is the city of Miami, founded by the Hon. John Cleves
Symmes—r12 miles up the Great Miami is the fettlement called
Dunlap’s Station—and 12 miles up the Little Miami is a fettle-
ment called Cavault’s Station. The numbers of militia in thefe
places, according to the beft aeccounts T have received, are, at
Columbia, 200—Cincinnati, tso—South Bend, 20-—city of
Miami, So—Dunlap’s, 15---and at Cavault’s, 20.”

% Of the Baptift Saciety.

03 THE
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THE
COMMENCEMENT

AT THE

BAPTIST COLLEGE,

PROVIDENCE, RHODE-ISLAND.
1791,

ON Wednefday September the 5th, was celebrated the An-
aiverfary Commencement of Rhode-Ifland College.

The proceffion, at half paft 10 o’clock, A M. moved in the
ufual order (preceded by the Independent Artillery Company,
commanded by Col. Tillinghaft, in uniform}, from the College-
Hall to the Baptift Meeting-Houfe, where the following exercifes
were performed, after an introdu@ory prayer by the Rev. D
Stillman :

Salutatory oration—The hiftory of eloquence—DBy William
Hunter.

A differtation.—Comparifon of ancient and modern literature.
~—By Samuel White Baylics.

An Englifh oration on the caules of the difference of the
moral faculty—By George Rawfon Burnl.

A differtation on civil Liberty-—By James Ellis.

A difputation on the following quettion. ¢'Is fathion, every
thing confidered, béneficial to mankind ?’—By Elifha Fairbanks
and John Morfe.

An oration on Villany confidered as the fource of empire---
By James Brown Mafon.

A Greek oration—A comparifon of Demofthenes and Cicero—
By Chiron Penniman.

An oration on the influence of the fine arts on fociecty—DBy
Samuel King.

This concluded the exercifes of the forenoon.

The proceflion then returned to the Chancellor’s houfe.

At three o’clock, P. M. they returhed to the Meeting-houfe.

In the afternoon were the following exhibitions by the candi-
dates for the Malter’s degree.

An oration on the difference between law and conflitution,
by James Burril.

An oration on the death of the Rev. Prefident Manning,
by Simeon Dogget.

An oration—paft, prefent, and future profpe@s of America,
by Jabez Bowen.

An
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Ai oration on the rights of brutes, by Herman Dogget.

An oration on the difference in the fpirit of heroifm in the
different periods of fociety, by Jofias Lyndon Arnold.

The degree of Bachelor in the Arts was then conferred on thd
following young gentlémen, wviz.

Jonathan Abbot, Samuel White Baylies, Barnabas Billing,
Gcorge Rawfon Burril, James Ellis, Elifha Fairbanks, Willlam
Hart, Jofeph Searls Hunt, Willam Hunter, John Jones, Samuel
King, James Brown Mafon, John Morfe, Chiron Penniman,
Obadiah Penniman, and Jonathan Ruffell. _

And the degree of Mafter in the Arts on the following young
gentleman, wviz. _

Mr. Tutor Doggett, Amos Maine Atwell, William Bartou,
Jabez Bowen, James Burril, Samuel Eddy, George Jackfon,
Harding Harris, Eli King, Benjamin Adams, Stephen Tilling<
haft, Benjamin Whitman, and Jofias Reed.

Jofias Liyndon Arnold, alumnus of Dartmouth college, was
admitted to the degree of Mafter of Arts; alfo Apolles Leonard,
of Taunton, Efg. and Jofeph Holbrook.

The degree of Mafter of Arts was alfo conferred on the Sieur
Jofeph de la Tomb, Conful of France, refident in Bofton,

The Prefident then gave a charge to the Bachelors of Ants.

Then followed the valediftory oration, by Jonathan Rauflell

A prayer by the Rev, Dr, Stillman concluded.

The exercifes of .the day were enlivened and enriched by {ome
excellent pieces of mufic, performed by the Bofton band, which
the young gentlemen who graduated had procured for this ocs
cafion.

The Hon. David Howell, Efq. was appointed Prefident for
the day, and did himfelf honour by the judicious manner in which
he executed that important truft *,

The young gentlemen performed their feveral parts to the
univerfal applaufe of crouded audicnces, in both parts of the day.
And although it was wet, and rather difagreeable weather, it
did not prevent a brilliant affemblage from enlivening, by their
prefence, the exercifes of the day. The order and decorum, ou
this occaflon, were remarkable.

At the late meeting of the corporation of Rhode Ifland col-
lege, Mr. Nicholas Brown was elected a truftee in the place of
Nicholas Brown, Efq. decealed; Mr. John Fraucis was elefred’
a truftee, In the place of John Jenckes, Efq. deceated 5 and Mr.
John Mafon was eleéted a truftee in the place of Colonel Sylvefter
Child, refigned. ‘

The Rev. Jonathan Maxcy was elected Profeffor of Divinity
in the College.

Mr. Afa Meffer, of Haverhill, a graduate of the college, was
eletted a tutor.

* His clegant and animated charge to the graduates follows.
Epiron.

04 CHARGE
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CHARGE*

Delivered by the Hon. DAVID HOWELL, Efq,
to the Graduates of Providence College on Com-
mencement day, Sept. 7th, 1791.

YOUNG GENTLEMEN,

THE occafion which has devolved on me the duty of ad-
dreffing you, cannot fail to imprefs your minds with
an uncommon degree of ferioufnefs.

Your beloved Prefident, from whofe lips you have been
accuftomed to receive leflons of wifdom, is net here to
give you his laft benediction; he is gone to the world of
fpirits; and, as we hope and truft, to receive the rewards
of his labours of love and of virtue.

The patrons of the College could not, however, permit
you to bid adieu to this inftitution witheut authorifing one
of their number to addrefs you.

Although I have not a perfonal acquaintance with all
of you, and cannot, therefore, be fuppofed to entertain fuch
an affe¢tionate folicitude for your welfare as your imme-
diate inftrutors; yet the part I have taken, as an overfeer
of your progrefs in learning, and the former relation I fuf-
tained to this College, for many years, as a teacher,
awaken in me, on this folemn occafion, the moft tender
and fincere concern for your futurc welfare in life.

The pittance of time allotted to a collegiate education,
can fuffice only to lay the foundation of learning: the
fuperftructure muft be reared by the affiduous attention of
after-years.

This day enlarges you into the world. Extenfive fields
open to your view. You have to explore the fcenes, and
to make an eletion of the charalter that beft pleafes you
on the great Theatre of Life,

¢ Scekef} thou great things for thyfelf?  Seek them not,” faid
the ancient prophet to Baruck his {cholar and feribe.  An
overweening fondnefs for our own abilities, leads us, in the
ardour of youth, to pourtray in our imagination future
greatnefs. Time and experience only can corret the

* Copied from the Gazzwts oF Taz UsiITED STATES, publilhed by
John Feano, Philadelphia.

€rToT,
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error, and reduce us to think of ourfelves foberly, and as
we ought. Human life is full of difappointments.

A readinefs to liften to eounfel is the fureft mark of
wifdom in youth. ¢ In the multitude of counfellors there is
Jafety””  When, therefore, you are about to take any impor-
tant ftep in life, omit not to confult your friends ; and let
your decifion be the refult of deep refle€tion, and the moft
careful circumf{peclion.

If you wifth for profperity in your worldly affairs, rife
early 1n the morning, and attend to your own bufinefs with
diligence, punétuality, and order; pay a facred regard to
truth and juftice; live temperately, and moderate your
paflions by liftening to the voice of reafon. Take not the
lead in fafhions, nor fuffer yourfelves to be noted for fingu-
larity. Difcover your knowledge on proper occafions, but
avoid an affe¢ted and pedantic difplay of it.

Let the rights of man ever be held facred. A moment’s
refleCtion will convince you, that others’ rights are as in-
violable as your own; and a fmall degree of virtue will
lead you to refpect them. He that ferves mankind moft
fuccefsfully, and with the beft principles, ferves his Creator
moft acceptably. Be cautious of bandying into parties;
they regard neither the abilities mor virtues of men, buag
only their fubfervency to prefent purpofes; they are a {nare
to virtue and a mifchief to fociety. With this caution on
your mind, you will never revile or fpeak evil of whole
feéls, clafles, or focieties of men.

In the choice of friends and companions, rather afpire
to thofe above you in life, than fink to thofe below; the
former line of conduét will mark a gencrous ambition, the
latter indicates bafenefs and exility of thought: from the
former you are to expelt advantages, and from the latter
an incumbrance. To obtain this objett, will require the
extenfion of your abilities and the growth of your virtues.

Never aim to rife in life by deprelling others ; it is more
manly to rely on the ftrength of ones own abilities and
merit. Avoid publithing, or even liftening to fcandal.
To mention, with pleafure, the virtues even of a rival, de-
notes a great mind,

Triflle not with yourfelves, nor fuffer yourfelves to be
trified with by others. If you rightly eftimate your own
merit, the world will not long differ from you. Avoid
contradictions, or foften them. Aim to inftrué and enter-
tain your company, rather than to divert them with the
affeQtation of wit, and fcurrifity of a droll. .

Render
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Render to your fuperiors due refpect.  Order 1s Heaven’s
firlt law. Nature teaches fubordination ; fociety demands
it. The beft foldiers make the beft officers; and the beft
citizens the beft rulers. Yet carefully diftinguith the ho-
nours paid to rank and office, from thofe paid to perfonal
merit; and let the latter be the principal obje&t of your
ambition.

Forget not this precious motto: “ Nibil humanum a me
puto alientem.” Confider every one in human fhape as your
brother 5 and € /et charity in golden links of love conneld you
oith the brotherbeod of man.”  Let your benevolence ‘be broad
us the ocean; your candour brilliant as the {un, and your
compaffion and humanity extenfive as the human race.

The brevity and uncertainty of life, thould admonith wus
never to procraftinate the duties of the prefent time. Of
all things, our falvation is of the greateft moment. Man is
fallen into a wretched ftate of fin and depravity, and needs
a yenovation of nature—the implantation and cultivation
of the fublime virtues of Chriftianity to reftore him to his
true dignity—to qualify him for happinefs. The very
natures of God and his creatures give birth to fixed and
immutable relations between them. Thefe are the founda-
tions of virtue, and as folid as thofe of the everlafting moun-
tains. It is not poflible for man to become happy other-
wife than by conforming to the laws of his nature; by be-
coming really and truly fuch as man ought to be, in thought,
word, and deed.

The facred Scriptures are to be the ftudy of your lives;
nor let it be thought an employment beneath a gentleman;
Newron, Locke, and the moft eminent philofophers ftudied
and wrote commentaries on them, It is amark of vanity
to fpeak lightly of revelation. Not to admire thofe ancient
and {ublime books fhews a want of tafte in fine writing,
as well of real judgment in difcerning the truth. And
here let me caution you never to ridicule whatever may be
beld facred by any devout ard judicious man. If you can-
net join with him, at leaft do net difturb him by your
frreverence.

Young gentlemen, it is your good fortune ¢o enter on
fife in a country peculiarly favoured by the bounteous
hond of Natare, and bleffed with the beft government in
the world. Your education diftinguifhes you among your
feflows; the eyes of many are fixed on you. Your parents
and friends have, no doubt, the moft flattering hopes of
®our future emisence: Do not difappoint them. 'The

2 patrons
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patrons of this college alfo feel a peculiar intevelt in your
profperity ; let me entreat you, therefore, as you efteern
your friends, as you refpet the place of your edmcation,
refolve to a& your parts in life well, and may Heaven
ftrengthen you with grace foto do.

The day is at hand when all of us, whether young or
old now, muft appear, and give an account of eur con-
dué&t, before the Creator and Governor of the World.
« That is the dayof days 5 the important day,” as the Poet fays,
“ for which all other days were made”” Time with all its
concerns and enjoyments, will then vanifh from our eager
gralp—Eternity ‘will then commence, and a folemn Cou=+
MiNCEMENT will thet be. Your warthy Prefident has
gone bcfore you. If you loved him, or if you even love
yourfelves, let me, inthe mofl earneft and folemn manner,
callon youto recolle&t, and imprint on your memory, his
pious care over you, his faithful admonitiens, and his ami-
able example ; and to prepare to follow him.

In behalf of the Corporation,
Young Gentlemen,

I bid you FAREWEL.

On Wed. Sept. 28, 1791, was celebrated the Anvuar Con-
MENCEMENT of PrinceToN CoLreGE, NEw JErsev. Thees-
ercifes of the day being concluded, the degree of Bachelor of
Arts was conferred on the following young gentlemen.~Jofeph
Caldwell, Joha Noble, Jefle Taylor, Maltby Geliton, Rickard
Harwood, Stephen Wayne, John R. Bleecker, Dawd Barclay,
Francis Markoe, Samuel Sharp Dickinfon, Ebeuczer Rhes,
James C. Roofevelt, Allen B. Ducket John M¢Crady, Sxevens
J. Lewis, Ebenezer Peirfon, Jacob Burnet, Elias Vanartfdalen,
Peter Wikoff; and on Mr. I'rederick Stone, Robert H. Gale,
Henry Holiday, all of Maryland ; and alfo Meffenrs Jarses Camp-
bell, Henry and Robert I. Callaway, of Virginia ; members of
thisclafs who were abfent. Mz, David Bogart of Columbia Col-
lege, Batchelor of Arts, was admitted ad evndem. Mr. Lo
Law, of Yale College, Batchelor of Arts was-admiteed adeusdom.
The degtree of Mafter of Arts was conferred on Mr. James Thom-.
fon, James Imlay, Nathaniel Howel, Tredwell Smith, John M-
ray, Ralph Hunt. a/umni of this College. Andon

The Rev. Gerardus Arneft Kreyflers, one of the minifters of
the Low Dutch Church, New York. 74e degree afIDotror 1y pi-
VINITY was conferred on the Re-z:.M?’abn Newton, of St. Mary Wool-
nath, London ; the Rev. Mofes Mather, of Middifex, Cannadlicnt ;

and
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and an the Rev. Fobn I:"}'amig/?m, of Forfar, in Scotland. The dea
gree of DocTor oF Liaws was conferred on the Hon. Thomas
Fefferfon, Elq. Secrerary of State, and an the Hon. Alexander
Hamilton, Efq. Secretary of the Treafury *

Philadelphia,

¢ Tt is {aid that Mr. Robert Carter, of Nominy, Virginia,”
the gentleman who is fo refpectfully mentionéd in a former part
of the Regifter 1, ¢“ has emancipated 442 flaves.—This is a facnifice
an the altar of humanity of perhaps an bundred thoufand dollars.”
If this be true, vote him a #rrumph, crown him with laurels, and let

the million liften while he fings

¢ T would not have a flave to till my ground,

To carry me, to fan me while I fleep,

And tremble when I wake, for all the wealth
‘That finews bought and fold have ever earn’d.
No : dear as freedom is, and in my heart’s

Juft eltimation priz’d above all price,

I had much rather be myseLF the flave,

And wear the bonds, than faften them on wim.””

Extra& of Letters from Bofon and Philade/phia dated O&. s,
&c. 1791

THERE has been a very pleafing revival of religion at Bz?on
for eighteen months paft. The Lord has evidently been at werk in
that city. Dr. Stillman, Paflor of the firft Baptift Church there,
had for fome time felt a greater defire than ufual for the conver-
fion of finners, which naturally led him to more than common ex-
ertions. Thefe circumflances gave encouragement to hope, that
the Lord was on his wdy to vifit his peaple.  An uncommon fe-
rioufnefs and attention were cbferved in the public affemblies ; the
people feemed to ftand on tip-toe to hear the word, at length
fome perfons became anxious and inquifitive 2bout their {alvation.
About Auguft 1790, feveral young perfons went a fmall diftance
into the country to vifit a fenfible pious fiiend. His godly con-
verfation was the means of awakening one or two of them; who,
when they got among their young acquaintance, in a faltory
where they all wrought together, were the means of awakening
feveral others; and, at length, a coafideraile nuinber of them
were evidently under great concern of mind, Some of them
vifited the Rev. Mr. Baldwin, paftor of the fecond Baptift
church at Bofton ; thirteen or fourteen of them at a time, have

# Had the full account of this commencement arrived it ftheuld have been
mtroduced.
Eprror.
+ Part the Second, for1790; page 107..
bcen
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been'in Dr. Stillman’s ftudy, enquiring what they fhould do to
be faved. At this time Mr. Baldwin, or Dr. Stillman, preached
or expournded almoft every night in the week ; and feveral even-
ing focieties were fet up, which bave been generally thronged
ever fince. 'Thofe perfons who, in a judgment of charity, were
brought to the knowledge of the truth, made a public profeffion ;
others were deeply convinced of fin, by feeing their compapions
leaving them, and, as they thought, going to heaven. Thus
the work, which was chiefly among the young people. went on
gradually, and what is a very plealing circumftance, rasionally,
without'much noife or fhow. It was remarkable, how clearly
they appeared to be convinced of their guilt, and loft condition,
and of the juftice of God in their condemnation, as well as of
the method of falvation by Chrift. Thirty-eight have been al-
ready added to Dr. Stillman’s church, of the number is one of
his own daughters, a moft amiable natural temper, lately married,
and ten more candidates for baptifm were in the fame fociety,
befides others hopefully brought to believe in Jefus. Thirty-
three have been joined to Mr. Baldwin’s church in the courfe of
the year, and at the above date they had a number waiting for
the holy ordinance of baptifm. Several perfons alfo have been
taken into the Rev. Mr. Thacher’s, and the Rev. Mr. Eckley’s
church (two refpedtable Pedobaptift minifters @ Bofton) but we
have not the pleafure of being able to fay how many. One of
the letters, from which the above is extralted, exprefles a fear
that the work is almoft over; another fays, we hope that God
will continue to work glorioufly; all the glory fhall be his for
ever. Dr. Stillman’s meeting-houfe, has juft been enlarged at one
end twenty-two feet, it is now feventy-eight by fifty-fix feet.

One of the correfpondents adds, “ I hope at fome future
period, I fhall be able to give you an accurate account of a glo-
rious work of God’s Spirit in New Hampthire, which began a
year ago, laft {pring, and has extended through feveral towns.
The Rev. Samuel Shephard has baptized more than an hundred
and fifty, and the work ftill goes on. There have been alfo very
confiderable revivals* jn many churches of other denominations
in this land.”

Extra® of a Letter from an Evangelical Epifcopalian Clergy-

man in WaLrEs, dated November, 1791,

YOU enquire about the ftate of the churches in Wales. [
have nothing but what is favourable to communicate. We had
Jately a very comfortable Affociation at Pwllhelly, fome thou-
fands attended, more than ever were feen there before, And
here, in our town of Bala, we have had a very great, powerful,

* Accurate accounts of tham from any perfon, would be highly ac-
ceptable, Eptror.
and
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aud glorious ent-pouring of the Spixit of our God on the people
in geaeral, t?@cl@lfy on ¢hikdven, and the young people. The
ftate of the foul is become the geaeral consers of the country,
Scotes of the wildeRl and moft inconfiderate of ewr ysung peo-

e of both fexes have been awakened, Their conviQioas have

een very clear and powerfud, and, in fome mftances, fo deep as
fo bring them to the brink of defpair. Their confolations alfo
bave been equally firong. Ifthe Lord is gragioufly pleated to
continue the work, as it.has prevailed for jome weeks paft, the
Devil’s kingdom will he in rwiss in this neighbourhood. Ride
on! ride on! thou king of glory, is the fervéns cfy of my foul
day and night. I verily believe the Lord means foon to give the
kingdom of darknels a dreadful fhake, for he takes off the pil
lars of it. Thole who were foremoft in the fervice of Satan, and
rebellion againft God, are now among the foremoft in feeking
falvation in the blood of the Lamb. It isan ealy work to preach
the Gofpel of the kingdom here at this time. Divine truths have
their own infinite weight and imporiance on the minds of the
Peoplc; heamsiof divine light, together with divine irrefiftible
energy accompany every truth delivered. It is glorious to fee
how the ftoateft bearts are bowed. and the hardeft melted down.
T would not have beern without feeing what I have lately feen;
xo, wot for the world. Thefe are the blefled things I have to
relate to you, my dear Brother, refpefting poor Wales. The
charity {chools here are abundantly blefled.  Children that were
aforetime like jewels buried in rubbith, now appear with divine
lufive, and tran{cendent beauty. Little children {vom fix to twelve
years, arve affected, and aftonithed, and averpowered ; their young
minds, day and night, are filled with nothing but foul concern.
All I fay 1s matter of fa&t; T hawve not exaggerated in the leaft
degree, nor related but a fmall past of the whole : the Lord hath
done great things for us: And to him be all the praife.

AN ELEGY

©N THE DEATH OF THER

Rev. ROBERT DAY, A. M.
Who departed this life April 1ft, 1791.

By the Rev. BENJAMIN FRANCIS.

\'& HAT, DAY no more! the holy prophet dead !
What pungent grief the doleful tidings {pread !
Fair Zion weeps and trembles at the found ;
The ftroke how heavy, and how deep the wound i
Infatiate death! how haft thou forc’d away,
From our embrace, our dear, our honour’d DAY'!
How halt thou {ndtch’d the fhepberd from the flock;
Thy fteps how filent ! ah, how great the fhock!

While
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While filent grief fits peafive on each eye,
And friendthip heaves the fympathetic figh,
‘The plaintive mufe would bear her tendex part,
And fing the feelings of 3 moufnful beart 3
A heart whofe fibres long had twin’d around
The lovely faint, on earth no lenger found;

A heart that bleeds for herdeparted DAY,
And longs, like him, to drop her cumb’rous clay.
Calm and refign’d his checquer’d life be clos’d,
On Jefu’s breaft his weary head repos’d 3

Lay undifmay’d *midft favage death’s alarms,

And fell afleep within his Saviour’s arms:

But fell afleep to wake in endlefs light,

A thining {aint enrob’d in fpotlefs white,

T'o join with angels in their bleft employ,

And take his fill of everlalting joy.

Come ye, his dear relations, clad in grief,

(The fmiles of Heaven afford you full relief!)
Come ye, the people of his joy and care,

‘Whofe fruits of love, alas, no more ye fhare!
Fruits fweet and pleafant, wholefome and mature,
To feed the hungry, the difeas’d to cure——
Come ye, his brethren in the Lord of Love,
Whofe fouls, like his, would bear us all above,~—
Come ye, his friends in parts remote, whofe eyes
No more behold him underneath the ftkies:
Come ye, who faw the chriftian and divine,

For half an age, in him fo brightly fhine,—
Come, join the mufe around the prophet’s tomb,
Where dwells a long, but not an endlefs gloom ;
With mingled tears bedew the dear remains,
Where lodg’d a foul that now in glory reigns;
The ambient air with lamentations load,

And fend your fighs thro all the land abroad :
Then ceafe to weep, and raife your glitt’ring eyes
‘T'o the bright manfions in the blifsful {kies :
There, there, behold, fill liftening to his feng,
The fhining faint among th’ angelic throng ;
Nor ceafe to gaze, till ye, like DAY afcend,

And, round the throne, with him your praifes blend.

No more, alas! we fee the lovely face,
And placid,mien, that thone with every grace,
That gladdcn’d all within his dear abode,

"The friendly circle, and the houfe of God!

No more, alas, we hear his charming tongue,
With hallow’d fire, addrefs th’ attentive throng,
And found abroad the great Redeemer’s name,
His peerlefs glories and his deathlefs fame !

223
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No more the widow and the orphan find
Yn him a friend benevolent and kind !
Death’s dark abode:conceals him from our eves ;
But oh, what worth in death’s dark manfion lies!
In easly youth how fingularly meei !
How rarely virtuous! how inclin’d to feck
Celeftial wifdom for his conftant guide !
And how devoid of arregance and pride !
How he devoted to his Saviour’s praife
"The flrength and beauty of his ydtnger days,
With cheeriul feet his fhining footfteps trod,
And burn’d with love to his redeeming God!
How was ke blefs’d with every grace divine,
"That made his {pirit and deportment fhine!
What lowlinefs, what re&itude of mind,
What mecknefs, zeal, and fanctity, combin’d
With chriftian prudence, fortitude {erenc,
And foft addrels, adorn’d His humble mien !
Flumility, with all her beautecns train,
Ran thro’ his condudt, like a gelden chain g
And could his virtues be deferibed at large,
A ftranger might with fulfome flattery charge
T'h’ impartial mufe, while friends who knew him beft
Would own that half his worth was not exprefs’d.
A friend to concord, and a foc to ftrife,
He walk’d with God thro’ every ftage of life,
"The facred page, devotion, prayer, and praife,
Were dear companions of his toilfome days.
In prayer how fervent! how devout! how fweet!
And oh, how humble at Jehovah’s feet!
His mind how placid *midft tempeituous grief!
In eaeh diftrefs he found divine relief,
How did he hold communion with his God,
While the vain world beneath his feet he trode.
How did his foul alcend the realms above,
On the ftrong pinons of feraphic love!
And how, at length, fhe took her joyful flight
To thofe fair regions of fupreme delight !
In him the chriftian, hufband, parent, friend,
And paftor, fhone refplendent to the end’;
Nor can the Mufe determine, (fuch his light 1)
In which he fhin’d {uperlatively bright.
Fird with a facred evangelic zeal,
For Jefus’ name, and man’s immortal weal,
By Heaven commiffion’d for the grand defign,
And fraught with knowledge, human and divine,
He fpread the tidings of falvation round,
¥lis trampet gave a {weet and certain found.
From Sinai’s top wrapt iu the thundering cloud,
The finaers doom firit he propounc’d aloud,
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With awe deferibing his tremendous ftate,
To roufe the wretch afleep at hell’s dark gate;
Next, from the fummit of fair Zion’s hill,
Where flowers abound, and copious dews diftil,
He pour’d a flood of gofpel lighit along
From a warm heart and a2 melodious tongue.
Chrift and his crofs was his delightful theme,
The fountain whence immortal bleflings fiream.
How he defcrib’d the wonders of his love,
Or bleeding here, or triumphing above!
How he proclaim’d his free ftupendous grace,
Shewn to the vileft of our guilty race!
How clear, important, and harmonious were
‘The various truths with which he charm’d our ear!
And what an unétion from ahove perfum’d
His miniftrations, and his mind illum’d!
Th’ attentive finner trembled at the found,
The contrite heart fweet confolation found ¢
Each heavenly grace beneath his dottrine grew,
His do&trine fell as the refrefhing dew,
And the plantation favor’d with his care
Bore ample fruit, delicious, kind, and fairs
Siill, like the cedar, may it fpread its root,
Still, like the vine, produce abundant fruit.

Wife as the ferpent, harmlefs as the dove,
He thone with prudence, while he flam’d with love.
No frothy wit, that damps devotion’s flame,
Defil’d his lips, to gain a vulgar fame:
His folemn, meek, engaging manner thew’d,
His mitd was with each heavenly grace endu’d,
No furious zeal, no fpeculations wild,
Poffefs’d his foul devout, ferene, and mild :
A facred ardor, fed with love divine,
Glow'd at his heart, and made the preacher thine,
No filthy lucre, and no vain applaufe,
Inflamed his breaft; he ferv'd the noble caufe
Of pure religion with the pureft mind :
Celeftial fire had all his foul refin’d,

But ah, bright IDay nolonger fhines below!
No longer cheers us in a world of woe!
The radiant Orb no longer gilds the weft !
Ah, Wellington! how fad thy throbbing breaft!
The.radiant Orb is fet, but fet to rife
‘With greater luftre, and in brighter fkies;
He now reflets the Savior’s praife above,
And beams with glory in the realms of love.
Adieu, bieft Saint! till we thy face bebold
Where Jefus dwells, where all his charms unfold,
And with thee there join ali the ranfom’d throng,
To praife the Lamb in one immertal fong.

P Nor
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Nor Day alone, more Lights that us'd to move
And fhine along, like brilliant ftars above,
Have lately fet, or rapidly defcend,
And {oon; alas, their radiant courfe will end.
What fadnefs {preads o’er Zion’s face around !
What awfu] gloom o’erwhelms her hallowed ground !
How long ihall death, the king of terrors, reign,
And hold his captives in his dark domain ? —
For ever? Yo! the Prince of life, erc long,
Shall, with his arm omnipotently {trong,
Dethrone the tyrant, laft of Zion’s foes,
Of all het mental and corporeal woes ;
Shall with his voice burft open all the cells
In death’s dread prifon, where confufion dwells,
And with the brightnefs of his face illume
The deep recefles of the difmal tomb.
Yo! endlefs life and heavenly beauty {pread
Thro' all the regions of the pious dead :
Behold the faints in fhining crowds arife
To meet the Lord in the empyreal fkies!
There, there [ fee my honored Day afcend !
Now, ceale my grief, my plaintive numbers end.

The Rev. Mr. Rosert Harr.

Mr. RoserT HALL was born in 1728, April 15, old
ftyle, at a village called Black- Heddon, in the parith of Stan-
nintsn, about twelve miles north-weft of Newcaffle-upon-
Zyne, v Northumberland. His father, Mr. Chriftopher Hall,
was a reputable farmer, as were_his anceftors; his grand-
father, it is fuid, lived on the fame farm, and was bern in
the fame houte, with his great-grandfon Rofere.  His father
was a2 worthy honeft man, of the epifcopal perfuafion, but his
mother was a prefbyterian.  He hoped they were both pof-
fefled of true religion. His father died when he was between
eleven and twelve years old, atter which Robert was brought
up with an uncle, at Kirkley, three miles eaft of Black-Hed-
don 5 where he attended the prefbyecrian mecting; but with
little advantage, the minifter being the moft grofs Arminian
he ever met with,

However, the firft year after he went there, being only
twelve years old, he was brought under deep eoucern of foul.
Hearing, another youth, who was himfcif very profligate,

Tepeat



PR Varn D‘)‘;‘tv]‘m.r[: I Trotter. scudpt
THE REFVEM KEOBERT " HALL,
lerte {7/'4"7/‘}//()‘/3]',

Leleestershire.

Publurhd ar the dec duecet Aur"t592






THE REV. MR. ROBERT HALL. 227

repeat fome awful things refpeéting the Torments of hell,
which he had heard ¢ the parfon fay at church’ a few days
before, he was immediately, on this relation, feized with an
overwhelming fenfe of guilt, and the mifery of eternal ba-
nithment from God. [rom that day, {elf-abhorrence at-
tended with black defpair occupied his mind continually;
often accompanied with horrid temptations and blafphemies
which ought not to be uttered. He could fee no way of
efcape from everlafting ruin, nor was any fatisfactory me-
thod of falvation pointed out to him by the minifter he then
fat under, Thus he lived for months and years, as on the
brink of hell, without a gleam of hope; and fo opprefled
with this conftanit burden, that he could fcarcely think of
any thing elfe, and hence often thought of himfelf that he
bad not common fenfe.—Near the beginning of this time,
he met with a painful accident, by which he broke his arm
and three ribs; aiid before he was cured, being {ent out into
the harveft-field, on a young horfe, with his arm in a fling,
and riding near a place where they were felling fome trees,
the found of the ax affrighted his horfe, which ran away
with him, and threw him among the fallen branches. By
this fall his arrn was broken again, with his other arm and
collar bene, and his fhoulder put out. But he has repeatedly
declared, that all the pain of thefe broken bones did by no
means equal the anguifh of his mind. The doleful found of
¢ damnation, damnation,” feemed continually in his ears.
He apprehended that his fins were unpardonable, and that
God cowld not fave him 2/ he would. He really thought
God mauft be reproached as an unboly Being, if he {hewed
favour to fuch a finner; and therefore he concluded it was a
S for him to defire falvation. During this long feafon of
diftrefs he had fome paroxyfms of anguifh flill more violent
than what he felt in general, with now and then a little oc-
cafional relief. And one time having imbibed a notion,
fome how or other, that it was impoffible for him to obtain
acceptance with Ged, and to be finally faved, exeept he ar-
rived at a ftate of finlefs perfection, he ftrove very hard for
it. In order to bind himfelf more effeftually to duty, be
entered into a written covenant with God; this he dyid, it
1s thought, moie than once. However, he always broke
n upon his engagements, and was convinced that he had
finned again.  He was much concerned about this, and the
notion fhll continuing that he muft either arrive at finlefs
pertection or perith, he concluded, as the laft expedient of
which he could think, that he would enter into a covenant
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with God written with bis own blood: and he aGually tied =
ligature round his finger, pricked it, procured blood for that
purpofe, and gave himfelf up to God to be ruined to eter-
nity if he ever finned again. The form of the covenant is
not known, but the tenor of it was never to fin again while
he lived. For two or three days he thought he kept it, but
after that he was convinced he had finned again. Then he
thought it was all over with him, and he concluded that he
muft be damned. But he had very hard thoughts of God
for making the conditions of falvation {o hard; and as he
expedted that he mufl certainly perifh, he thought with
himfelf whether it would not be a negative benefit to him
were he to put an end to his life immediately. He knew
that fuicide was a great crime, but he concluded that if he
lived a few years, the number of fins he (hould commit, in
that time, would more than equal the guilt of felf-murdet:
he therefore refolved, as the beft thing he could do upon
the whole, to deftroy himfelf. One day, when he was at
home at his father’s houfe, he made preparation to execute
the horrid deﬁgn; but before he did it, he refolved that he
would take his laft leave of the bible; for, as he has {aid
feveral times to his brethren in the miniftry when he has
related this ftory, Nothing grieved him {o much when he
thought of putting an end to his life as this, I fhall never
fee the bible any more. He accordingly took his bible,
not having his mind any more upon one paffage than an-
other; he opened it, and the firft words that met his obfer-
vation were thefe, Come now, and let us reafon together, [aith
the Lord tbaug/ﬁ your fins be as ﬁ‘ar/tt, tbe_j’ Jhall be as white
as fnowe s though they be red like crimfon, they fhall be as widl,
I{-i. 18. 'This paffage afforded him a gleam of hope, and
he defifted from the thocking purpofe, though the habitual
gloom of his mind foon returned again in a great degree,
and he obtained no abiding relief, nor clear difcovery ot the
gofpel-method of falvation. But a confiderable time after
this, he took up the bible, and read in Exed. xxxiv. how
JenovaH proclaimed his name before Mofes, ¢ Z4¢ Lorp,
the LorD Gop, merciful and gracious, &c. FORGIVING INI-
QUITY, TRANSGRESSION, and SIN, and that WILL BY XNo
MEANS CLEAR THE GUILTY,” &c. But inftead of finding
any relief from this encouraging paffage, he was tempted to
throw away his bible as containing irreconcileable incon-
fiftencies, in declaring that God would forgive iniquity, tran/-
greffion, and fin, while yet it afferts that He will by no means
clear the guilty.—But at length, after continuing in this ﬂ:atef
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of diftrefs and defpondency full feven years, he obtained re-
lief by a believing view of the Gofpel Method of Salvation.
This he had never heard ftated by another, but one day,
refolving to look once more into the bible, if poflibly it
might difcover to him any door of hope, he caft his eye on
Gal. iv. 4, §. God fent forth his SoN, made of a woman,
MADE UNDER THE LAW, f0 REDEEM THEM that WERE
UNDER THE LAW, &c. Immediately a2 new train of thought
ftruck his mind, ¢ Chriff was MADE under the law,—then ke
was nst under it originally ;——for what end was he made un-
der the law '—t0 redeem them that WERE wunder the law :—
were under the law |—then they are nst under the law now,
but redeemed.—There 1s, therefore, a way of redemption for
finners from the curfe of the law, by which it is poffible
even I may be faved ’—Being thus enlightened to {ee that
God conld {ave him, if he pleafed, without debafing his own
perfetions, the bare poflibility of falvation, in a way con-
fiftent with the divine glory, made his heart glad indeed.
He now began to fearch the feriptures for further difcoveries
of this glorious gofpel: and having once got hold of the
right clue, he read them as it were with new eves, The
difficulty was now folved, which had once tempted him to
burn the bible; he underftood how God could forgive fin,
and yet not ciear the guilty.  Soon after this, his own falva-
tion began to appear not only poflible, but probable, and at
length certain.  This was in May 1748. He now was
convinced and rejoiced that falvation was of GRACE indred,
and abhorred the A4 mirian fentiments, which had fo long
held him in dreadful bondage. He remarked long after to
a friend, *¢ perhaps, 1 fhould never have detefted that {yftem
as I do, had I not once drank into it, and felt its effe@s.”
On this account he left the minifter upon whom he formerly
attended, and travelled five miles to another prefbyrerian
meeting, where the gofpel was preached, and joined in com-
munion with that people. The minifter at this place was a
Mr. Dryden, who had a few young men under his care de-
figned for the miniftry. Mr. Hall contraéted a peculiar
intimacy with two of thefe ftudents, Mr. Fames Rutherford
and Mr. illiam Peden.

About this time there began to be a great noife in thofe
parts, refpecting the Anabaptifis, as they were fliled, who
had licenfed a houfe for preaching, about twelve miles off,
Mr. Hall’s mother having married again, her eldeft fon
Chriflopher left her, and went to refide in the county of
Durbam.  And now Robert heard that his brother Chrifle-
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pher had joined thefe Anabaptifis at Hamflerley; he abhorred
the very name, and did not like to hear his brother men-
tioned, becaufe he was one of them, and had married a fifter
of the man at whofe houfe they had fet up przaching, five
miles from Hexbam. At laft, however, he agreed with his
two friends, Rutherford and Peder, to go and difpute with
the Anabaptiff minifter, that, if poffible, they might put a
ftop to his farther progrefs in that neighbourhood.  Accord-
ingly under colour of Mr. Robert Hall’s vifiting his new
relation, they went together to the place, called Funiper-
dye-heufe, on a Saturday evening, when they knew that
the minifter, Mr. David Fernie, would be there, ready to
preach on the moyrow. They were all three kindly enter-
tained, and, according to their eager wifh, foon got into
a clofe difpute upon Baptifm. They were three to one;
neverthelefs, in about two hours, the young men were all
entangled and athamed. They then went out, laid their heads
together to mufter up freth arguments, and returned to the
company and renewed the debate; but to their great morti-
fication, were again quite filenced, though not convinced.
It had been their defign to have {topped and heard Mr. Fer-
nie on the morrow, but the two {tudents were fo chagrined
that they would not flay, but fet off homeward. After
this repulfe, they all three met frequently, to fortify them-
felves for a future attack, being refolved not to give up
the point, but to go again when prepared. But they were
difappointed in their purpofe of going together, for Mr.
Dryden foon after gave up his academy, and that fcattered
them. However, Mr. 'R, Ha/l determined he would go
once more, and try what he could do by himfelf. Accord-
ingly, he got what books he could againft the Baptiffs, in-
tending to confront Mr. Fernie withi-arguments from them.
But upon thinking what Mr. F. might poflibly urge in
teply to thefe arguments, ke found none of them would
ftand : fo that by fearching the fcriptures upon the fubjelt,
and reading Ailfon’s Scripture Manual, which fell into his
hands, he was convinced of Believer’s Baptifin, without any
more difpute. The next time that he faw Mr. F. he was
baptized by him, Jan. 5, 1752, at Funiper-dye-houfe afore-
mentioned, and received into the little church at Hexham -
it was then a branch of a larger church, whofe principal
meeting-place was in the county of Durbam, where the
minifter then refided, but vitited this place once a month;
another branch of his church met at Marten, in Yorkthire,
a few miles fouth of Stockton-upon-Tees.

Ths



THE REV. MR. ROBERT HALL. 237

The church conceiving that Mr. Hall was poffefled of
rainifterial talents, urged him immediately to attempt ex-
pounding the fcriptures; and by their perfuafion he made a
trial privately, before the members of the church, and
founded his difcourfe on the fame text that he left for his
funeral, ¢« It is finifbed.”” He has often faid, he began
where he fhould have left off, and that if he knew which
thould be his laft fermon, he would preach it from thofe
words. After five or fix months trial by the church,
Mr. Hall was folemnly called out, by them, to public
wfork, about June, 1752. He was then twenty-four years
of age.

Itgis here needful to remark, that a ferious good man
from Lutterworth, who had been at Carlifle, in the Duke of
Cumberland’s army, had there contratted an acquaintance
with Mr. Hall’s eldeft brother Chriflopher, who had been
fome time in the miniftry, and was then affiftant to an
aged minifter at Broughton, in Cumberiand. After the
rebellion was fupprefled, and this good man had returned
home, he was the inftrument of Mr. C. Hall’s being known
to the people at Arnfby. Mr. C. Hall was applied to, and
he fpent two Sabbaths with them, in the latter part of the
fummer, 1752. And the people perfuaded him to engage,
that if no particular hinderance arofe, he would vifit them
again in the {pring. He had fixed to {pend the enfuing
winter at #hitchaven, where he had kept an occafional
feture: and by the fpring a people weve gathered there,
who entered into a church ftate, over whom Mr. C. Hall
was ordained paftor in A4pril. Therefore early in the {pring
Mr, C. Hall {fent information to Arafby, that he could not
leave his new-raifed fociety, but that he had a younger
brother, newly called out to the miniftry, who was- at
liberty. They repeatedly defired him to fend his brother,
Mr. Robert Hall had then in view a place in York/hire. But,
by his brother’s advice, he went firft to Arnfly.  When he
came there, he {oon found his heart cleaving to the people,
and was favoured with more liberty in preaching than had
been common with him before. They were a poor, plain
people, but Mr. Hall’s low opinion of himfelf, made him
really think himfelf ¢ unfit 1o preach to any other but
fuch.”  ‘They prefled him much to abide with them, and
his mind being greatly fixed on God’s promife to Asfes,
My prefence fhall go with thee, he was encouraged to ven-
ture, and complied with their requeft, in Fune, 1753.
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When Mr. Hall came to Arnfby firft, the churchand con-
gregation being fmall and very poor, never raifed him fo
much as 15l. a year: ‘¢ nor indeed,” faid Mr. Hall, « for
feveral years after, and my family increafed faft, having had
14 children in all. But [ found my heart {o united to the
geople, that I never durft leave them, though [ often thought
[ muit. 1 truft the Lord was with us of a truth, and the
fifth chapter of the firft epiftle of Peter was habitually im-~
prefled o my mind. It appearing pretty clear to myfelf
and my wife, that we were where God would have us to he;
this fenfe of Duty, and a willingnefs to live honeftly, made
us refolve in the ftrength of the Lord, that we would nst run
mto debt, let us live as hardly as we might: which refolution
he enabled us to keep. But many and unknown difhculties
we grappled with: However I am thankful I have been
enabled to continue with the people to this day, of whom I
ean {ay with truth, I love them in the Lord *.”

Mr. Hall's firft wife was Fane Catchafide, the daughter of
very creditable parents, Robert and Mary Catchafide; born at
Proud-Hall, April 15, 1729, and married July 18, 17571,
who died Dec, 21, 1776. She was a great encourager of
her hufband, under the trials they encountered, when they
firft came to Arnfby, being natuyally of a chearful, active
difpofition, and favoured with great fpiritual enjoyments and
confolations.  For above rawenty years fhe lived generally in
an aflured perfuafion of the love of God; but for four years
befare her death, fhe underwent fuch fore afflictions of body
and mind, as have {eldom been equalled; yet died at /a/f in
a molt triumphant manner. A brief account of the Occa-
fion, Continuance, and joyfu] Conclufion of thefe fore con-
fli¢ks, was publithed foon after her death, under the title of
Mercy manifefled; in a letter from Mr. Hal/l to a friend;
which went through two editions m 1777, Under this af-

* Soon after his fettlement at Arnfby, the doubts of his call and qualifcations

befet him; and on a Monday, he defired his wife to go to the people and 1] y
would provide a fupply for the next Sabbath, as he ¢co:ld nor preach.  She refufed,
and faid, Try what the Lord will do for you. On the Saturday, he repeated the
requeft to her; and the deuied, faying, Stay till to-moirow, and if they muft be
told fo, go and tell them yourfelf, for I cannot. He went; and after telling his
difmal ditty to the people, an old father faid, Sir, go up into the pulpit and pray;
and if you find your mind fet at liberty, proceed in preaching; if otherwife, come
down and we'll {pend the time in prayer: for I truft you are with a fympathizing
people.  He went to prayer, and foon found his foul at perfedt iberty, by the lec-
ting in of thote words, Come, for all things are now ready.  Almoit everv mem-
ber prefent expreffed the greatett farisfaction, and the preacher fuid, he tfourd fo
great a fulnes in the words, thit he theught he faw matter cnough in them to ferve
him to preach fiom as-loag as he ljved, )
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fli&ion his fupports and confolations were fuch, and his faith
and patience fo exemplary, as to fill all his friends with afto~
nifhment.

Mr. Hall was juftly and highly prized by his brethren in
the miniftry, efpecially thofe who belonged to the Bapnfg
Affociation (confifting principally of churchesin Leicefler/hrve
and Northamptonfhire), which he was greatly infirumental
in forming. And feveral of their annual letters, on the moft
important articles, were written by this cxcellent man.
None of them have been more defervedly efteemed than that,
which he wrote in the midft of his moft heavy affliction,
viz. in the year 1776, upon the DocTRINE oF THE TRI-
~Ni1TY, The letter being much approved by many of differ-
ent denominations, a fecond edition was called for, and
printed on a larger type, to which, by the defire of Mr.
Ryland, jun. he annexed, Some Thoughts on the caufes of
Salvation and Damnatien, in anfwer to Mr. Fletcher, of
Madely.

In the year 1999, at the Affociation at Northampton, Mr.
Hall delivered a difcourfe from Jfa. lvit. 14. Cafl ye up, caff
ye up, prepare the way, take up the flumbling-block cut of the
sway of my pesple.  This fermon he was earneftly defired to
print, with fuch circum{tantial alterations or enlargements
as he might judge proper. It was publithed by fub{%ription
in 1781, under the title of HELP To Zion’s TRAVELLERS:
being An Artempt to vemove vayious Stumbling Blocks out of the
way, relating to dolirinal, experimental and practical Religion.
—-This little volume, which principally contains a vindica-
tion of the genuine dotrines of grace, from the objections
of Socinians, Sabellians, Arminians, and Antinomians, has met
with confiderable approbation, from godly, judicious, and
learned men of various denominations.

Mr. Hall was married to a fecond wife on June 21, 1780,
ziz. Mrs. Elizabeth Swan, the reliét of Mr. Swan of North-
ampton. Her maiden name was /foodcock, and- fhe was a
native of Hinckley. Mr. H. ever exprefled great thankfulnefs
for this canne&ion; the proved a tender and ufeful nurfe,
as well as a fympathizing friend, in all his latter affli¢tions.

In December, 1783, he had a very narrow efcape from
being {mothered in the fnow; of which he gave a very af-
fecting account, irr a letter dated Fanuary 15, 1784, and
then clofed it with thefe {weet lines: ¢ Since I faw
you, I have had more pleafure in my work, than has been
common with me. Indeed (but I beg you not to mention
a word of it to.any one), I have had the moit blefled half
year in my foul, that I remember ever to have enjoyed.
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The approach of Sabbaths has been pleafurable to me; my
work a {weet reward; and the worihip of God in general
attended with meltings of heart, and folemn joy. have
thought, though a poor ereature as ever crawled, yet Iwould
not, on the whole, if I could, exchange my relative con-
nection with Chrift, and confequential ftate, with an Ange/.
Yet I tremble while T thus fpeak. T would not vaunt, and
¥ dread defertion: but I make free with you, and intreat you
to regard the prohibition above. T am, dear brother, yours
in love and affection, fincere and fervent, Rob. Hall.”

In the beginning of 1788, his, valuable life feemed twice
expofed to imminent danger, from very trivial accidents.
Firft, by a flight prick in his finger brought on a mortifica-
tion, which was ftopped with difficulty, and the lofs of its
firft joint. A few months afterwards he feemed in equal
danger from a {light friction in another part, which for
feveral weeks canfed an alarming inflimmation on the right
{ide of his head, about the temples, and behind the ear. Nor
was he fufhciently recovered by the Afficiazion, May 24, to
be able to attend it, though held fo near as Kettering: but
he fent the Circular Letter which he had been defired to draw
up, and which was approved and ordered for the prefs.
"This letter principally treated on the evi/ of /in, and the dig-
mty of Chrifl; and was meant to fortify the churches againit
every temptation ta defert the do€trines of Curist’s inhnite
Dignity and nvaluable Atgnement. ‘Thefe principles occu-
pied a firft place in his heart; they were his daily bread; it
was under their influence that he ripened fo much as he did
in humility, heavenly-mindednefs, and joy in God, Zhe deax
and adorable Redeemer, as he ufed to exprefs himfelf, was hig
life in this world, and his hope for that to come.

When this letter was printed, his abfence and illnefs was
notified to the churches, and their prayers defired for his va-
luable life: and Gop granted that which they requefted for
near three years longer.—The Affociation at Spalding, in
1789, was too diftant for him to attend, but his letter on
Communion with God, was that year printed, which proved
the laft of his remains from the prefs. But in 1790 he at.
tended the Afficiatisn at Olney, where he preached from A&t
XX. 24, But none of thefe things move me, neither count I my
[ife dear unto myfelf, fo that I might finifl: my courfe with joy,
and the minifiry which I have recerved of the Lord Fefus to tef-
fy the golpel of the grace of God. 'This was the laft time he
was emploved on a pudlic occafion in his swn conneétion.

Meanwhile his {pafins, or fits of the cramp, returned fre-
3 qucmly!

of
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quendy, and often with great violence. In his laft let-
ter to his fon-in-law, Mr. lfaac Fames, of Briffsl, dated
Feb. 4, 1791, he thus writes. “ In point of health,
when my fits are off, I am as well almoft as I could with;
and as to my ftate generally, rather happy in my mind.
The gofpel bears my [pirits up, A faithful and unchanging
GOD, Lays the foundation of my hope, In oaths, and pro-
mifes, and blood. This verfe often is, and long has been,
precious to me. 1 have you all more in remembrance than
ever. May the Lord fay to each, Thou fbalt not be forgotten
of me.”
fFe[z. 17, 1791, he wrote to his old and intimate friend
Mr. Evans, of Northampton. The following remarkable
paflages, I have extracted from that letter.—¢ As to my-
felf, as I write to a dear friend, I may ufe a little freedom.
You know I have had many things to cruth my natural
fpirits, and often think, perhaps it was well for me they
were broken down in early life. [ have long groaned,
being burdened, till a low, timorous, penfive frame of mind,
became habitual : what you fay of your ufefulnefs, affeéts
me to tears. I hope the Lord has made me ufeful, (and fo
he has you) but that never was to me a fufficient proof of
his approbation, He will ca//, comfort, and mouri/h his
own, though the inftrument be only a Nurfe for a time,
yea, worle, a black unclean Raven. Many and many a
day and year have I fpent habitually bemoaning myfelf,
Jurely I am MoRE brutyfb than any man, &c. I have often
dreaded and hung back from the Lord’s work perhaps to
the difhonour of his name and the difcouragement of my
friends, particularly young minifters; which I lament now,
as fuch opportunities are over with me.  Yet the Lord has
been ever kind to timorous, diftrufiful, ungrateful M. I
have always dreaded long life, having a fhattered memory
at beft, and apprehending that under natural decays, I
thould be ufelefs indeed ; nay, worfe, a cuamberer of the
ground. But, dear brother, 1 mention it for your encou-
ragement, though I dread faying too much, or that you
thould think 1 am more favoured than I really am; yet, I
fiy, I may ventare to mention to you, that hitherto my
fears have not been verified. 1 truft the Lord is with me
rather more than heretofore; and the word feems bleft to
Jfome, if not to many. We are well attended, in bad wea-
ther excepted ; and at evening meetings {till more and more.
But fometimes [ preach with much ditheulty, and Lord’s
day was fortnight did not at all, having a fiton me from
morning
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motning to night. [ have many that are foon got off, but
feveral have bafHled all means of late; at leaft for a long time.
The few laft have been very different from what they ufed
to be. My head has not been affeCted, nor breaft in much
pain: but [ have been very fick, and inclined to fwoonings.
I have been generally very happy in my mind. Laft Lord’s
day night had a very fevere fit, though but of four hours
continuance. They called mv fon John out of bed. I was
happy beyond expreflion in my mind. It was a night of
forrow deluged with joy. What my dear wife and fon,
&c. feared, that T in a meafure longed for, 1 fay in a
meafure, becaufe, though greatly affliCted, yet my comforts
were fo much fupernior, that 1 thought, and faid, I cared
not how long I lived, though I had fits every day, if the
Lord continued me his heart-melting, heart-ftrengthening
prefence. I had general pain all over, but I could not for-
bear {aying, Pain was pleafant, and ficknefs fweet, when
the Lord 1s near. I thought of you, brother Rylund, &c.
with great delight; and that if the Lord fpared e, I would
write a few lines on God’s behalf, v:z. to requeft you not
to dread any thing but fin. T amn fure the Lord can make
you moft happy, when afflictions are moft beavy. He has
really done {o to me, poor me; and if fo, can you diftruft?
One time (a while ago) thofe words, Fear not, worm Ja-
cob, &c. were fo much to me, that I told the Lord it was
enough, I withed, I wanted no more. But laft Lord’s day
night my cup ran over. O take care, dear brother, and
never dithonour God, as I have done, by flavifhly dread-
ing old age, fore difeafes, devils, or death. But here it
becomes me to ftop; I am yet in the body, having an evil
keart; I know not how 1 may be yet, 1 therefore almoft
repent I have written what | have. However, I muft and
will fay, truly the Lord is gocd, and 7/ uE be with me, I
will fear none evil, &c.

¢« After all, I know not the day of my death. The
Lord may fpare me to drag on for years. But none of thefe
things move me, fo that I may, be when it will, finifh my
courfe with joy.”

Mr. Hall had been going through the Epiftle to the He-
brews in an expofitory lefture on the Lord’s day evening ;
the laft lecture was upon Heb. vi. 12, That ye be not florh-
Sul, but followers of them, who through fauh and paticnce in-
berit the promufes.

On the Lord’s day wherein he was taken to reft, he ap«
peared very well in the morning, and went into the meet-

mng
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ing @ the ufual time, and preached from John iv. 10. If
thou kneweft the gift of God, and <who it 15 that [aith unto thes,
Gioe me to drimk 5 thou wouldeft have afked of him, and be
would have gruen thee LIVING WATER. It was a pleafing
circumftance to fome, that this fubject led him to mention,
what they had never been told before, the fr# text he
preached from at Arn/ly, which wasin Prov. xxv. 25. A5
cold waters to a thirfly foul, fo is good news from a far country.
Many thought that he {poke with uncommon vigour,
beyond what they remembered for many years. He gave
out at the clofe, 168th Hymn of Rippon’s Selection ¥. The
Sountain of CHRIST, LoRD belp us to fing, &c. He after-
wards ate his dinner as ufual, and then lay down for a
while, and flept foundly. About five he arofe, as well, or
rather better than ufual. About fix o’clock he retired into
the little parlour, and ftaid about half an hour; when he
came out again, Mrs, Ha/l firft perceived him to be indif-
pofed. He afked for fome camomile tea, being very fick,
and complained of a violent pain in his breaft, though his
ficknefs rather abated. A friend coming in to fee how he
did, he feemed at firft not difpofed to fay much, but withed
him good night, when he was going away; and prefently,
as if he fuddenly recolle€ted himfelf, he called him back,
and {aid, ¢ Friend Looms, fear nothing: do not be afraid
of trouble, trials, nor even death: if the Lord is but
with you, you will do.” 'This he faid, ina very animated
manner, and with a chearful tone of voice, and then
withed him good night again.  To two others of his people
he fignifed that he was not much inclined to try freth me-
dicines, ¢ But,” added he, ¢ I have not lived {o long in
the world as to be weary of it, nor am I afraid to die. 1
don’t care whether I live or die.””—About eight o’clock he
withed to go into the little parlour. Mrs. Hall took the
candle to go before and light him, and his friends Palmer
and Vice took hold of him as he got up, to lead him along
more fafely ; when he faid, «“ 7 /ball fwoor;” and funk down
to the ground, and expired without a groan or {truggle.
On the Zhurfday afterncon following, his remains were
committed to the grave; at which an oration was made by
Mr. Fuller; the funeral fermoen was preached by Mr. Ry-

* This Sele@ion of Hymns, intended to he an Agpendix to Dr. Watts’s Hymns
and Pfalms, was very early indebted to Mr. Hall’s patrouage.—Several verbal ai-
terations {uggefted by his critical acumen have been adopied in the 4th edition, by
the EDITOR.

land.
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land, junior, in the yard, which adjoins both to the meet-
g and dwelling-houfe, (the concourfe of people being too
great to be contained in the place of worthip,) from the text
mentioned before, ¢ It is finithed.”

A letter from a friend, who had been intimately ac-
quainted with Mr. Hall for many years, containing a juft
delineation of his charaéter, is inferted more for the imita~
tion of the living, than for the honouring of the dead; thofe
who were moft intimately acquainted with him, will avouch
it to contain the words of fruth and fobernefs.

¢ The diftinguifhed talents of our dear deceafed friend,
will long live in the remembrance of all who knew him.
His advantages of education were extremely fimall, but pof-
fefing from his infancy a contemplative caft of mind, and
an_ habit of patient thinking, he laid in a large flock of ufe-
ful knowledge. In the charalter of a minifter of the gofpel,
there have been but few more getferally eftcemed.  Atten-
tive only to the improyement of his hearers, he forgot him-
felf, and appeared entirely abforbed in his fubjet. Though
he was unacquainted with the graces of oratory, and the em-
bellithments of language, {carce any man fpoke with a more
ftriking and vifible effet.  From nature he derived a large
thare of fenfibility, and as he excelled at the fame time in
taking a profound and comprehenfive view of a fubjed, the
underftanding and atfeltions of his hearers were equally in-
rerefted in his difcourfes, which geerally flowed in a ftream
ot argument and pathos. Irom a natural difiidence of tem-
per, heightened by a confcioufnefs of his want of education,
e often afcended the pulpit with tremor; but as {oon as
this fubfided, he generally led his hearers, ftep by ftep, into
a large field of ferious and manly thinking, kindled as he
advanced, and expatiated with increafing energy and con-
viction till the fubject was exhaufted. His eminent piety
lent a peculiar unction to the fentiments he delivered, led
him to feize the moft interefting views of every fubject, and
turned topics, which in the hands of others would have fur-
nifhed barren {peculation on/y, into materials for devotion
and prayer. He appeared to the greateft advantage upon
fubjeéts where the faculties of moft men fail them, for the
natural clement of his mind was greatnefs. At times he
{eemed to labour with conceptions too big tor his utterance,
and if any obfcurity ever pervaded his difcourfes it muft be
traced to this fourte, the difproportion of his lagguage to
the vaftnefs of his conceptions. He had great force without

ornament, and grandeur without correctnefs. His miniftry
in
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in the hands of Gop was effe&ual to.the converfion of great
pumbers; and in this particular he was diftinguifhed in a
manner not very common, for the laft years of his life were
the moft fuccefsful. But it was not only in the pulpit that
he thone, in his private fphere of action as a Chriftian, his
virtues were not lefs diftinguithed than his talents as a mi-
nifter. Deep devotion and unatfeted humility entered far
into this part of his chara&er. Few men have pafled through
greater viciffitudes of life than the deceafed, and perhaps in
cach of them no man preferved with a more inviolable con-
fiftency the charaéter of a Chriftian. He was very early
introduced into the {chool of affliction, and the greater part
of his fubfequent life was diftinguithed by an uncommon
{ucceflion of trials and diftrefles. On his firt entrance on
the miniftry his fortitude was exercifed in a {cene of perfe~
cutions and reproaches, which lafted for many years; his
worldly profpets at the fame time were gloomy and preca-
rious in a high degree, he had a very numerous-family, and
an income extremely limited.—He united great fufceptibi-
lity of heart with firmnefs of mind, and endowed with thefs
difpofitions, he met reproaches with gentlenefs, fuftained
adverfity with fortitude, and pains and forrows of various
kinds with exemplary patience. In the habitual frame of
his fpirit he walked with God. The confolations that fup-
ported him through life awaited him at death, for {o tran-
quil were his laft moments, fo completely was he reconciled
to the profpect of both worlds, that he declared a little tinie
before he expired, he would not give a flraw to live or die.
From his firft acquaintance with religion to the clofe of his
life he was never known to exprefs the leaft hefitation re~
{pecting his ftate, but enjoyed an uninterrupted affurance of
a happy immortality. His converfation breathed fo much
of heaven, was fo inctured with the very {pirit of religion,
that none could enjoy it without an oppertunity of being
made better. It was evident to all that knew him, that his
religion was not a tranfient imprefhion, but a permanent
principle, that it blended itfelf with all his feelings and his
attions, and that it raifed his thoughts, his views, and his
paflions towards heaven.

In the firft years of his miniftry, he encountered, as hath
already been remarked, much perfecution and reproach; but
at length his exemplary conduct diffipated thefe prejudices,
and gained him fo completely the efteem of all claffes of
mankind, that it may be doubted whether he had an enemy
in the warld, for certain he had none but thofe whom his

piety



240 THE OBITUARY, I7QI.

piety might make fuch. He was diftinguithed as a fover of
peace, and as anxious to heal breaches as he was cautious to
avold them. With fome, his extreme {olicitude for the
propagation of evangelical fentiments might feem like bigot-
ry; but they who knew him beft were well convinced that
this was no part of his charalter, and that he regarded fenti-
ments in no other light, nor cherifhed them in any higher
degree, than as he conceived them favourable to the interefts
of holinefs and virtue.

His brethren in the miniftry will long and deeply lament
him; for to them his talents and difpofitions pecaliarly en-
deared him. How many private circles hath he cheared and
enlivened by his prefence! In how many public {olemnities
hath he lifted up an enfign to the people, invited them to
the ftandard of the crofs, and warthed and exalted their af-
feftions, whillt ¢¢ his do&irine dropped as the rain, and his
{peech diftilled as the dew.”” Great abilities are often allied
to pride, but the charalter of the decealed was an illuftrious
exception to this rule. His talents and virtues were in fome
meafure concealed from the world, and almoft entirely from
himfelf, by a veil of the moft unaffected modefty. " He was
never fo happy as when he was permitted to fit in the fhade,
though the high opinion entertained of his abilities feldom
allowed him that indulgence. It would be difficult to con-
ceive a human mind more completely purged from the leaven
of pride or of envy, than was that of our deceafed friend. In
this particular his magnanimity was fo great, that he feemed,
on all occafions, defirous of finking the recollection of him-
felf in the reputation and applaufe of his cotemporaries. To
cultivate the feeds of reflection and improvement in the minds
of his inferiors, to behold the'growing talents and virtues of
his brethren, to draw merit from its obfcurity and give con-
fidence to timid worth, formed fome of the higheft {atisfac-
tions of his life.

His temper was grave and contemplative, yet few men
took greater delight in Chriftian fociety, and on thefe
occafions he feldom failed to mix with ferious converfe
a vein of pleafantry and humour in which he greatly ex-
celled.  From his integrity and knowledge it may be
inferred he was eminently fkilled for imparting advice,
yet fo carefully did he fhun every inclination to dicate,
that he fcarce ever gave it unfolicited. His fentiments,
when required, he imparted with tendernefs and free-
dom, but he never made advice a difguife for arrogance,
or an engine of rule, nor ever prefumed to think himfelf

affronted
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affronted if his counfels were not followed. In his whole
deportment, prudence and humility were confpicuous; a
prudence, however, that was candid and manly, as far re-
moved from art, as his humility was from meannefs. He
had failings, no doubt, (for who is free?) But they were
fcarcely ever fuffered to influence his conduct, or to throw
even z tranfient fhade over the fplendour of his charaéter.
Upont the whole, if a ftrong and penetrating genius, fim-
plicity of manners, Integrity of heart, fidelity in friendthip,
and all thefe virtues confecrated by a piety the moft: ardent
and fincere on the high altar of devotion, have any claim to
refpet, the memory of the deceafed will long be cherithed
with tears of admiration and regret by thofe who knew him.”
He died on March 13, 1791, in the 63d year of his age.

The Rev. James Mawnwing, D. D.

Providence, Auguft 6, 1791.

ON Friday morning the 29th ult. at four o’clock, de~
parted this life, at his houfe in this town, the Rev. JaMEes
ManninG, D. D. Prefident of Rhode Ifland College, in
the g3d year of his age.

He was born in New Jerfey, and educated at Naffau
Hall. Scort after he left College, he was <alled to the
work of the miniftry, by the Baptift church at the Scotch
Plains, near Elizabeth Town.

After making tours to each extreme of the United States
(then colonies) and preaching to different deftitute churches
in fundry places, he removed with his family to Warren in
this ftate, preached to the church there, and opened a Latin
fchool. In the year 1763, he obtained a charter of incorpo-
ration for Rhode Ifland College, of which he was chofen
prefident. In the year 1770, the College was removed
here, and he came with it of courfe, where he has fince
prefided, and till of late years preached ftatedly to the Bap-
tift church in this town.

In his youth he was remarkable for his dexterity in athle-
tic exercifes, for the fymmetry of his body, and gracefulnefs
of his perfon. His countenance was ftately and majeftic,
full of dignity, goodnefs, and gravity; and the temper of
his mind was a counterpart of it. He was formed for enter-

U prize,
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prize, his addrefs was pleafing, his manners enchanting, his
voice harmonious, and his eloquence irrefiftible.

Having deeply imbibed the fpirit of truth himfelf, as a
preacher of the gofpel, he was faithful in declaring the
whole counfel of God. He ftudied plainnefs of fpeech,
and to be ufeful more than to be celebrated. The good
order, learning, and refpediability, of the Baptift churches
in the eaftern flates, are much owing to his afliduous atten-
tion to their welfare, The credit of his name, and his per-
fonal influence among them, perhaps have never been ex-
ceeded by any other charalter.

Of the College he muft be confidered as the founder.
He prefided with the fingular advantage of a fuperior per-
fonal appearance, added to all his thining talents for govern-
ing and inftructing youth. From the firft beginning of
his Latin fchool at Warren, through many difcourage-
ments, he has by conftant care and labour raifed this {eat
of learning to notice, to credit, and to refpetability in the
United States. Perhaps the hiftory of no other College
will difclofe a more rapid progrefs, or greater maturity in
the courfe of about 25 years.

Although he feemed to be configned to a fedentary life,
yet he was capable of more adtive fcenes. He had paid
much attention to the government of his country, and had
been honoured by this ftate with a feat in the old Congrefs.
In ftate affairs he difcovered an uncommon degree of faga-
city, and might have made a higure as a politician.

%n claffical learning he was fully competent to the bufi-
nefs of his ftation. He devoted lefs time than {ome others,
to the ftudy of the more abftrufe fciences, but nature
feemed to have furnifhed him fo completely, that little re-
mained for art to accomplith. | The refources of his genius
were great. In converfation he was at all times pleafant and
entertaining. He had as many friends as acquaintance, and
took no lefs pains to ferve his friends than acquire them.

His death is a Jofs not to the College or Church only,
but to the worLp. He is lamented by the youth under his
care, by the churches, by his fellow-citizens, and, where-
ever his name has been heard, in whatever quarter of the
civilized earth, the friends of fcience, of virtue and huma-
nity, will drop-a tender tear on the news of his death.

is amiable lady, the wife of his youth, and the boaft

of her fex, with all her fortitude of mind, which is great,
muft have funk under the diftrefing lofs, were fhe not fui-
tained by Divine Grace. May heaven continue to fupﬁorz
er,
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her, for earth muft have loft its charms. Few perfons ever
enjoyed a more excellent conftitution, or better health for-
merly, than the dotor; but increafing corpulence gave
him fome complaints of 11l health, of late years.

At the laft annual meeting of the corporation of the Col-
lege, he requefted them to look out for a fucceflor in his
place. On the laft Sabbath in April, he preached his fare-
well Sermon to the Baptift church in Providence; and on
Lord’s day morning, July the 24th, as he was at prayer in his
family, he was feized with a fit of the apoplexy, 1n which
he remained moftly infenfible, till Friday the 29th, about
four o’clock in the morning, when he died.

On Saturday his remains were carried into the College
Hall, where his funeral was attended, and a prayer by the
Rev. Dr. Hitchcock, and afterwards depofited in the north
burial place in this town.

Order of the Proceffion.
STUDENTS.
STEWARD.
GRADUATES, OR SONS OF THE COLLEGE.
TUTORS.

PROFESSORS FORBEsS AND WESsT,
THE CORPSE.
_MOURNERS IN A COACH.
CHANCELLOR OF THE COLLEGE.
MEMBERS OF THE CORPORATION.
CLERGY.

PHYSICIANS.

MEMBERS OF THE BAPTIST CHURCH.
CITIZENS IN GENERAL.

The funeral is thought to have been the moft numerous
anfl refpeCtable ever attended in the town of Providence.

The next day (Lord’s day, July 31) the Rev. Jonathan
Maxcy, A. M. now one of the profeflors in the college,
delivered a fermon on the mournful occafion, from
1 Cor. xv. 26. ¢ The laft enemy that fhall be deftroyed, is
death.” The difcourfe clofes in the following pathetic
manner :

¢« ' Will not this confideration afford us confolation for the
lofs of our worthy friend, whofe death we this day lament?
Him the laft week lodged in the houfe of death. But
though he is dead, yet fhall he live. For his enemy, his
laft enemy f{hall be deftroyed.

To the mourning widow, the lofs of Dr. Manning muft
be deeply affecting. The kind, the indulgent hufband,

Q2 fnatched
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fnatched unexpedtedly from the midft of life, and health,
and ufefulnefs; torn from her bofom ;—he, her other half,
the partner of her jovs, the reliever of her forrows, is now
wrapped in the cold ground. Farewell, my friend: But
muft thou go?—O, my Ged, to thee, to thee, I yield!
¢ O that my head were waters, and mine eves a fountain
of tears, that I might weep day and night.—The laft enemy
fhall be deftroyed.” Ceafe to weep. ¢¢ Behold the up-
right, for his end is peace.”

The abfent relatives will fenfibly feel the lofs of their
friend and brother. In both thefe capacities, he fuftained
an amiable character. As a brother, he was loving and
affeCtionate ; as a friend, he was conftant and fincere. But
his kind offices will no more be experienced. Cold, filent,
he lodges in duft. His enemy is now victorious.—But,
¢ thanks be to God who will give man the victory.”

The death of our friend has intimately affe&ted the in-
terefts of the College in this place. It has drawn the veil
of forrow over her windows, and hung her walls with {able-
weeds. A melancholy filence reigns through all her man-
fions, fave when the plaintive voiee of woe Is heard at mid-
night ; when the pale moon, obfcured with clouds, faddens
the fky, and fcatters her faint beams on the leaflefs ouk of
the mountain.—THAT SEAT OF LEARNING WAS THE
CHILD OF OUR DEPARTED FRIEND. IT LAY NEAR
#Is HEART. His friends, the corporation, moft fincerely
lament their lofs. God has of late called to you; once and
again—and again *. Thrice has the pale foot of death
ftepped down among your number; thrice has his voice pe-
netrated your ears: ‘“ Be ye alfo ready.” Though you
fuffer lofs, yet afcribe thanks to him, ¢ that was dead, and
is alive, and lives for ever.”

The mnmediate officers of inftruction difburden their
grief, and drop the friendly tear. Their fuithful affiftant in
the labours of fcience is no more  But though he is a pri-
foner of the tomb, vet he fhall be brought inte the ¢ liberty
of the children of God. For the laft enemy fhal be
defiroyed.”

The ftudents perhaps at prefent {uffer the heavieft lofs.
To you death has come near in his late appraach. He has
taken away your literary guide and parent.. 'Will not the
love you bere him ftamp his memory on your hearts? Will
not the recollection of his friendthip gufh the tear of affec-

* Referring to the death of John Jenckes, .and Nicholas Brown, Efguires,
which preceded Dr. Manning’s.

fionate
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tionate forrow, and fprinkle it on his tomb? Call to mind
his anxious {olicitude for your welfare; call to mind his
readinefs to accelerate your progrefs in the paths of {cience.
Treafure up his wife ftructions.  As he was once voung
like yourfelves, as he had trod the paths before you, he was
qualitied to give the beft advice. Experience had taught
him the difficultics you have to encounter, and the dangers
to which you are expofed. Often did he, with ail the
affeftion of a parent, recommend an unwearied application
to your literary purfuits. Often did he diffuade you from
vice. How eameftly did he beg you to fly from it, as from
a moft deadly enemy? How often did he urge you to main-
tain a fair moral chara&er? How frequently did his fervent
foul, for your profperity, rifc vn the wings of prayer to the
throne of mercy? If you will do juftice to yourfelves, if
you will do’ juftice to the kind endeavours of your parents,
you will regard the advice of your worthy prefident.  Let it
fink deep into your hearts, let it regulate your future con-
du@. The prefent, with vou, is an important period.
Your charatters are now forming for future life. You
know that vice and indolence will make you miferable;
that virtue and induftry will make you happy. Your ufe-
fulnefs and refpeétability in future life depend very much on
your perfonal exertions. Lofe not one of your golden mo-
ments.  But amidft all your acquifitions ¢ get underftand-
ing. Seek firft the kingdom of God, and his righte-
oufnefs, and all other things fhall be added. Reimember
now your Creator in the days of your youth.” Religion
and virtue will add the luftre to all your literary acquire-
ments. ¢ Seek the Lord while he may be feund, call
upon him while he is near;”” while he comes near to you
by the folemn voice of death, Improve this mournful {cene

of mortality to your own advantage. Be wile, be happy.
The attentive gravity of this church and congregation,
evinces that they (énﬁhiy feel the ftroke of that enemy that
has laid their friend in duft. He has been a ¢ light to
your feet;”” he has been a ¢ lamp to your path.” To
vou he has been a guide to the road of lite. Otten did he
come to you * in the fulnefs of the blefling of the gofpel
of Chrift.” Oft did his tongue announce to you “ glad
tidings of great joy.”” But, alas! it is now filent for ever,
Thofe of you who have been hrought to the knowledge of
the truth, under his miniftry, muft, on the prefent mourn-
ful occafion, be deeply affe@ed. You have loft a father
indeed. In his laft affetionate addrefs to you from this
3 place,
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place, when he bade you farewell, when he expreffed the
improbability of his ever preaching to you again, you could
not reftrain your tears. Sorrow, indeed, muft now All
your hearts, becaufe his face will no more be feen in the
land of the living. Remember that God gave, and that
God took away. Hear his voice—¢ Be ftill, and know
that [ am GOD.”

The lofs of this worthy man will be felt by the commu-
nity at large. He moved in an extenfive fphere. He was
equally known in the religious, the political, and literary
world. As his connexions were extenflive and important,
his lofs muft be proportionably great. As a man, he was
kind, humane, and benevolent. As he was f{octable, as
he was communicative, he fcemed rather defigned for the
theatre of action than for the fhades of retirement. Na-
ture had given him diftinguithed abilities. His life was a
{cene of anxious labour for the benefit of others. His piety
and fervent zeal in preaching the gofpel of Chrift, evinced
his love to his God and to his fellow men. His eloquence
was forcible and fpontaneous. To every one who heard
him, under the peculiar circamftances in which he ap-
peared in this place, it was evident that the refources of his
mind were exceedingly great. The amiablenefs of his dif-
pofition was recommended by a dignified and majeftic ap-
pearance. His addrefs was manly, familiar, and engaging.
His manners were ealy without negligence, and polite
without affeCtation. In the College over which he pre-
fided, his government was mild and peaceful; conducted
by that perfuafive authority, which fecures obedience while
it conciliates efteem. As he lived much beloved, he died
much lamented. Well may we fay that ¢ a great man is
fallen.” O how is the amiable, the worthy, the benevo-
lent, fallen! Though fallen, yet fhall he rife; for his
¢ laft enemy fhall be deftroyed. The Lord himfelf fhall
defcend from Heaven with a fhout, and with the voice of
the archangel, and with the trump of God, and the dead
in Chrift fhall rife.”” Then fhall the man be delivered
from the ¢ bondage of corruption,” to *¢ fhine like the
fun in the firmament.”” Ceafe then to mourn, dry up
your tears; fubmit to Him ¢ which is, and which was,
and which is-to come, the Almighty ;77 {fubmit to Him who
is ¢ the frft begotten of the dead, the Prince of the
kings of the earth, who loved us, and wafhed us from our
fins in his own blood;”” to him let us afcribe ¢¢ glory and
dominion for ever and ever.”” AMEN.

AN
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