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The Monumental Infcription *

Safely repofited in a neighbouring {epulchre,
Reft the remains of Marrua TrinDER,
Favoured with a quick and penectrating mind,
A tender conference, and lively affedions ;
Under the control of found 7eafon, and a folid judgment 3
Adtuated by firiét integrity and holy fear;
She was peculiarly fitted for her ftation
As a tutorefs of female youth, »
And for all the relations of focial and Chriftian life,
‘Which fhe adorned with the moft exemplary conduét.
In her Chriftian warfare,
She was often perplexed, though not in defpair 3
But enduredy-as feeing him awho is invifible.
As fhe advanced to the gates of death,
She happily found the lgff enemy deftroyed,
And peaceably entered the land of rEsT,
Jan. 6, 1790, in the g4th year of her age.

This is written for the generations to come, Pfal. cii. 18,

Rev. Mr. RoeerT Parsoxns,
and
Rev. Mr. Wirtriam Horranp.

THE Rev. Mr. RoenrT Parsons, paftor of the Bap-
tift church at Barh, died Feb. the 28th, 17903 his amiable
afliftant, the Rev. Mr. Wrrriam HorL1 aND, departed this
life a few months before him, v7z. on June 23, 1789. But as
no biographical traits of them have been communicated
cither by the church or the faimilies to which they belonged,
the Regifter is under a neceflity of pafling over both thefe
refpe&table characters with the bare mention of their names
and the times of their exit; a circumitance this which will
frequently, and indecd unavoidably, happen, uunlefs the
friends of our deceafed conneltions intereft themfelves in
colle€ing and forwarding, in good time, {uitable materials.

# In the burying-ground belonging to the Rev, Mr. Ryland's
Meeting-houfe, in Cellege-lane, Northampton,
A brief
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A brief Account of the late Dr. Joscru Berramy,
Minifter of the Pcedobaptift Church at Bethlem, in

Connellicut.

Dr. BELLAMY was born at New Chefbire, in the county
of New Haven, of reputable parents, in the year 1719. His
early days were devoted to literature; and at the age of
fixteen years, he was graduated at Yale college, in New Hawven.
The courfe of his academical ftudies being finifhed, he re-
tired from the univerfity. And from his private writings,
which were begun about this time, it appears that it was
not long after his removal from New Haven, before he be-
came the fubjet of thofe ferious impreflions which we
have abundant reafon to believe iflued in a faving conver-
fion. From this period he confecrated his talents and
{tudies to the evangelical miniftry. At about the age of
eighteen, he paffed the ufual examination before the aflocia-
tion of New Haven county, and received their recommen-
dation as a candidate for the Gofpel miniftry. He preached
in feveral congregations to good acceptance, and with hope-
ful {fuccefs: but a diftinguithing blefling attended his mi-
niftry to the people of Bethlem, in the town of Waoodbury.
A large proportion of this infant fociety appeared to be
awakened to a becoming fenfe of religion. The congrega-
tion, though {mall, could by no means be perfuaded to part
with the man by whofe miniftry fo many of them hoped
they had been condulted to a faving knowledge of the
truth. After much deliberation, prayer, and confultation
with his fathers in the miniltry, he determined to accept
their call, and was accordingly ordained to the paftoral of-
fice over the church at Bethlem, in the Spring of 1740, In
this retirement from the world, he devoted himfelf with
uncommon ardour to his ftudies, and the duties of his office
among his people, till the memorable revival of religion in
New England and other parts of Awmerica, as well as Eurcpe,
which began in 1740, and was moft confpicuous in-1742.
From that time he could not be contented to ‘tarry at
home: the pirit of ardent piety, which had marked his
path for {everal years, kindled, on this cccafion, into a flame.
Seeing the fields white unto harveft, he thought he had a
Divine call to more extenfive labours. Taking care that
his own pulpit fhould be vacant as little as poflible, he de-
voted a confiderable portion of his time, for feveral years,
to itineratipg in different parts of Conmeicut and the neighe
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bouring colonies, preaching the Gofpel daily, and often re-
peatedly in a day, multitudes flocking to hear the word,
and crowding to his lodgings for private inftructions. Such
appearances were exceedingly common in that happy fea-
fon of the plentiful effufions of Divine Grace. And the
many faithful labourers who, like the Doctor, were engaged
in that moft delightful fervice, found the work growing on
their hands, and had the moft animating profpect of fuc-
cefs.

During the continuance of this extraordinary attention to
religion in the land, Dr. Bellamy perfevered in unremitted
labours, defirous, as far as poflible, to “ preach the Gofpel
to every creature;” and, as far as man can judge, he was
inftrumental of the faving converfion of many, and of build-
ing them up on their moft holy faith. It is, however, to be
acknowledged with deep humiliation, that the latter part of
that wonder{ul feafon was by no means equal to the et-
pectations of .its pious friends. In the early ftages of the
work, it feemed to be happily free from impure mixtures;
and many pious minifters were veady to believe that the Jat«
ter day glory of the church was dawning: but, towards the
conclufion of thofe religious operations, the profpe&t began
fenfibly to decline. Satan, who had in vain attempted to
put a {top to this good work by open oppofition, at length
transformed himfelf into an angel of light. This produced
a flood of enthufiafm and falfe religion under viarious
names. The religious awakening declined faft, the enemy
triumphed, and the friends of Zion mourned.

The profpeét of any confiderable ufefulnefs from itinc-
rating being now clouded, Mr. Bellamy, as well as others,
returned to a more conftant attention to his own charge.
He now entered upon the important tatk of writing
his piece, intitled, Tiwe Religion delineated. Though but a
youth at this time, he feems to have been peculiarly quali-
fied for a work of this kind, not only from his diftinguifhed
abilities, ardent piety, great diligence in treafuring up theo-
logical knowledge, and an intimate acquaintance with fome
of the moft eminent divines, then in New Lzngland, efpe~
cially the Rev. Fonathan Edwards, whofe praife is ftill in
our churches, but alfo from the uncommon attention
which he had given to the marks of diftinction between
true and falfe religion, in judging of his own fincerity,
from the firft of his religious impreflions, and from his
very extenfive acquaintance with perfons under all kinds of

religious operation, during the remarkable out-pourings of
God’s
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God’s Spirit, referred to above. This book was printed
about the year 1750, was well received, and has lately been
re-printed in Scotland.

From this period, his abilities, as a Divine, became more
confpicuous ; and young gentlemen, who were preparing
for the Gofpel miniftry, applied to him as a tutor. He
cofitinued to be eminently ufeful in this branch of his
work, till the decline of life induced him to relinquifh it.

As his method of inftrution has met the approbationt
of thofe to whom it was known, and may probably be
beneficial to others, the following fummary is inferted :

After fome conference on religious fubjets with thofe
who applied to him for inftruétion, by which he might
learn their abilities and caft of mind, he commonly gave
them a number of queftions on the leading and moft eflen-
tial fubjeCts of religion, both natural and revealed, in the
form of a fyftem. This fyfiem of queftions began with
that which is the foundation of all true religion; the ex-
iftence, unity, natural and moral attributes of God; and
proceeded to the grounds, nature, extent, and perfection
of his providential and moral government of the world ; the
qualities eflentially requifite to conftitute a moral agent, or
accountable creature ; the evidences that man is fuch a be-
ing ; the moral law, or law of nature, with refpect to mans
the reafons of the law, or of man’s duty ;. the primary ftate
of man; the prefent charater and ftate of man; evidences
from reafon, of a future ftate of rewards and punithments;
evidences from reafon, of the perpetuity of that ftate ; whe-
ther, antecedent to fupernatural revelation, there be any
hope of pardon and Divine favour to finful man ; the need
of a fupernatural revelation; grounds to hope for it; evi-
dences that the Old and New Teftaments contain fuch a
revelation 3 the Divine Trinity in unity ; original fin; Di-
vine decree; divinity of Chrift ; his humanity 3 mediatorial
office and work ; nature and defign of his atonement; na-
ture, neceffity, author, and effeCts of regeneration; juftify-
ing faith; juftification by faith, as diftinguifhed from good
works ; the diftinguithing nature and fruits of true repent-
ance, love, and other Chriftian graces, or the feriptural
marks of a faving change; perfeverance of faints; feparate
ftate 5 refurrection ; future judgment; perpetual happi~
nefs of the righteous, and mifery of the wicked; Chrft-
ian churchj particular churches; officers, what, and how
qualified ; f{acraments; nature and ule of church difcia

pline.
K With
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With a fyftem of queftions, fimilar to this before his pu-
pils, he directed their reading to fuch books on thofe lead-
ing topics, as treat them with the greateft perfpicuity and
force of argument; and ufually {pent his evenings in ex-
amining into their improvements, {olving difficulties which
they found, or propofing and folving others, till they had
obtained a good degree of underflanding in a general fyf-
tem ; after which he dire¢ted them to write on each of the
queftions before given them, reviewing thofe parts of the
authors which treated on that fubje&. Thefe differtations
of his pupils were fubmitted to his examination: he point-
ed out where their arguments were infufficient, and fub-
ftituted others more fuitable in their place; {tated fuch ob-
je€tions as are to be found in the writings of the moft able
and learned oppofers of the truth; and when his pupils
were unable to anfwer them, he pointed out the mode of
folution. As they advanced in ability to make proper dif-
tinctions, he led them to read the moft learned and acute
oppofers of the truth on the deiftical, trinitarian, and other
Ieading fubjelts of controverfly, and laid cpen to them the
fallacy of the moft fpecious reafonings in thofe writers.

When his pupils, by reading, converfation, and writing
in the form of differtations, had gone through with a {yftem
of theological queftions, he led them to write on feveral of
the moft important points, fyftematically, in the form of
fermons. Next to this, he led them to perufe the beft ex-
perimental and practical difcourfes, and to compofe fermons
on like fubjedts. This courfe he purfued with them, re-
vifing and correéting their compofitions, and inculcating
the great importance of acquiring the beft methed of
preaching the Gofpel, and of performing all branches of
the minilterial work; and allo the neceflity, for this end,
of a heart truly devsted to the fervice of Chrifty and a life of
watching and prayer, difcourfing *occafionally on the various
duties, trials, comforts, and motives of the evangelical
work 3 - - - that his pupils might be, as far as poflible,
¢¢ fcribes well inflruéted to the kingdom of Cod.” Weadd
nothing farther on this head. The above hints will give the
reader a general view of what was defigned. But thofe
only who have enjoyed his inftrutions, can have juft ap-
prehenfions of his peculiar talents as a theological teacher, or
of the diligence and ardour with which he employed them.

His do¢trinal fentiments on *many of the moft important
principles, may be learned from his printed works. His
principal publications are the following : P

1. Earix
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1. Early Picty recommended—A Sermon from Eccl.
xit. 1.

2. True Religion delineated. Re-printed for Gray, Edin~
burgh, 1788. Sold by Vernon, Birchin-lane, London.

3. Sermons on the Divinity of Chrift, the Millenium, and
the Wifdom of God in the Permiffion of Sin. Twice re-
printed at Northampton, in Old England, 1783, and fince.

4. Dialogues on Theron and Afpafio. By Paulinus.

5. An Effay on the Nature and Glory of the Gofpel
Re-printed in London 1484.

6. The great Evil of Sin—A Sermon.

7. The Law a Schoolmafter—A Sermom.

Befides thefe, he publithed feweral fmall pieces on creeds
and confeflions, on the covenant of grace, and on church
covenanting: alfo fome fmall pieces in anfwer to objec-
tions publifhed againft fome of his other works.

He was a Proteftant and a Calvinift. He taught the
truths contained in the Weltminiler Confeflion of Faith
and Catechifms, and other approved creeds and confeflions;
but called no man Father, and endeavouréd to build all his
opinions on the word of God.

As a paftor, he was diligent in the difcharge of his du-
ty. He taught.his people publicly, and from houfe to houfe.
He was, efpecially, attentive to the rifing generation. He
was a fkilful guide to enquiring fouls; had an excellent
talent at compofing differences; was fingularly ufeful in
councils; fo that his name will long be had in honourable
remembrance, efpecially in the confociation of Litchfield
county, to which he belonged.

His benevolent feelings were not confined to a narrow
circle, but were as extenfive as the globe. Sion lay near
his heart; her ruins he lamented, and her profperity filled
him with exceeding joy. "When he viewed the world lying
in wickednefs, God dithonoured, his law contemned, his
grace defpifed, and mankind involving themfelves in irre-
trievable ruin, his pious foul was overwhelmed, and he had
but one refuge, which was God, whofe providence he be-
lieved to be univerfal, and who is engaged to fecure his own

lory.
£ A); a preacher, he had very few equals ; his voice was mana
ly, his manner engaging. He had a furprifing talent at paint-
ing Divine truth in the moft lively colours, and making
invifible things appear near and real. The paffions of his
auditory were at his command ; and he well knew how to
inftruct the underftanding, and touch the heart.

K2 ‘When
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‘When the Jaar was his theme, Mount Sinai was all in 3
fmoke, the thunder and the lightning iffued from his lips,
and all was folemn as the grave. On the other hand, in the
moft melting firains would he defcribe the fufferings of
Chrift, his marchlefs love to finners, and invite them to be
reconciled to God. With amazing terror he reprefented
the torments of the damned, and in lively pitures painted
the joys of the paradife of God.

His writings procured him the efteem of the pious and
learned at home and abroad: they have been read, and
feveral of them re-printed in Great Dritain.  As a mark of
this efteem, he, in the year 1768, received his doctorate in
Divinity from the univerfity of Aberdeen.

During the active part of life, he maintained an extenfive
epiftolary correfpondence, by which he was beneficial to
many, and obtained much ufeful knowledge to himfelf. By
means of his correfpondence in Britain, and efpecially by
his worthy and conftant friend the Rev. Dr. Fobn Erfkine
of Edinburgh, he annually reccived regular accounts of
whatever materially affe€ted the ftate of religion, and the
intereft of the churches in-England, Scotland, and other
parts of Europe. It has already been mentioned, that, in
in the early part of his miniftry, he contraéted an acquaint-
ance with the late Prefident Edwards ; this produced an in-
timate friendfhip, which continued till the Prefident’s much
Jamented death, and which muft be abundantly improved
now they are happily re-united. To this early acquaintance
and friendfhip with that eminent Divine, muft be attributed,
in part, the Doctor’s improvement in theological learning,
and his ufefulnefs in the churches.

The reader may, perhaps, with to fee the Do&or in a more
private walk :~—The leading indications of his countenance
were dignity and firmnefs; he was tall, and, when in his
youth, flender, and of a thin habit; in middle life, well pro-
portioned; in old age, his afpe&t and mien were com-
manding and venerable. About the year 1744, he married
Mifs Frences Sherman of New Hawvem, a lady poflefled of
many amiable accomplithments and eminent piety. By her
he had feven children, five of which furvive their parents :
two are no more on earth,

From nature, education, and piety, Mrs. Belamy was
qualified to fill her ftation with uncommon ufefulnefs.
Among other important branches of her charaéter, it is
worthy of remark, that, during the courfe of many years,
and till the decline of life prevented, fhe fuftained almoft

the
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the whole weight of family care with a chearful readinefs,
that her hufband might be interrupted as little as poffible in
lLiis ftudies and other duties of his office. In her domeftic
relatians the was a great blefling : the was the joy of her
hutband and children. She merited and pofleffed the aftec-
tions of the congregation, and the numerous vifitors who
entered her hofpitable door. Faithful to her family, to her
friends, to the poor, to the church of God, and, above all,
faithful to her God—She finifhed the labours of mortality,
Aug. 30, 1783, in the fixty-fecond year of her age.

Dr. Bellamy was one of thofe who did what their *hand
findeth to do with their might.” In his ftudy and pulpit
his exertions were ardent and perfevering 3 it was therefore
to be expefted that he fhould fpend faft, and that, in de-
clining life, the decays of age fhould be rapid. This was
obferved to be the cafe by his friends, with a painful fenfi-
bility in fome of his laft years of allive fervice, and was ac-
celerated by the lofs of the wife of his youth, and joy of his
heart.

However, the year following her death, he contradted a
fecond marriage with Mrs, Storrs, relict of the Rev. Andreav
Storrsy of Water Town, in Conneficut 3 but the profpedt of
a ferene old age was blafted foon after their marriage, by
his being feized with a paralytic thock. This happened 1gth
Nov. 1786. It wholly deprived him of the ufe of his limbs
on the left fide, and greatly impaired his intellectual
powers. Able phyficians were confulted, and their means
applied, but without fuccefs. He continued more than
three years in this ftate of deep calamity, with little varia~
tion of his diforder, excepting that he had fome lucid in-
tervals, in which he appeared to be himfelf for a fhort
fpace. In thefe feafons.he difcourfed to thofe about him on
the great things of the Gofpel, the difpenfations of infinite
wifdom in regard to the church and himfelf, and his joyful
hope of approaching glory, to the great fatisfation of his
Chriftian friends, and as might be expected from his former
life and miniftry. But thefe intervals of realon became
thorter and lefs frequent in the latter ftages of his com-
plaint. About three weeks before his death, he appeared
to be affli¢ted with a cold and oppreflion of the lungs, which
produced an ulceration : and after a painful ftruggle, he re-
ceived his difmiflion from fin and forrow at eight o’clock,
Saturday evening, March 6, 1(:79@, in the feventy-fecond year
of his age, and the fifticth of his miniftry. A funeral fer-

mon was delivered at his interment by the Rev, Noah Bene-
K 3 dict,
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di&t, A. M. paftor of the church at Woodbury, on 2 Tim.
iv. 6. I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my
departure is at hand;” after which his remains were de-
pofited in the houfe of filence, with every mark of folemnity
and refpedct.

Rev. James NewTon, M. A, *

OUR dear and honoured brother was a native of Che-
nies in Buckinghamihire, where he fpent his early years,
and, under the eye of his parents, was trained up in the
nurture and admonition of the Lord. At the age of {even-
teen, if I miftake not, he went to London; and being en-
abled, through Divine Grace, to give the moft fatisfaCtory
proofs of his fincere unfeigned piety, he joined himfelf to
the. Church of Chrift’s meeting in Maze Pond, Southwark,
then under the paftoral care of the reverend and learned
Benjamin Wallin, M. A, As it was obferved by his friends,
that God had given him a remarkably ftudious turn of
mind, and an infatiable thirft for knowledge, he was per-
{fuaded to devote himfelf to the work of the miniftry; for
which work the church te which he was united, and its
worthy paftor, judged him to have very promifing abilities.
‘With this view he received a courfe of liberal educition for
feveral years, principally under the direCtion of that moft
complete fcholar and gentleman, the late Thomas Llewelyn,
L.L.D. At the clofe of his ftudies, he received an in-
vitation from this church 4 to become a colleague in the
miniftry with your prefent worthy paftor {, the duties of
which fituation he continued faithfully to difcharge to the
time of his death. In the year 1770, upon the inftitution
of The Briftol Education Society, formed for the education
of candidates for the miniftry, he was unanimoufly chofen
one of the tutors of that inflitution, in conjunétion with
my late honoured father || and myfelf § which office he
filled with the higheft reputation to himfelf, and advantage

% This account is taken werbatim from the funeral fermon and oration
which his death cccafioned ; to which a #sfe by another perfon is now
added.

4+ The Baptift Church in the Pithay, Briftol,

1 The Rev. Mr. John Tommas

Il The Rev. Hugh Evans, M. A,

§ The Rev, Caleb Evans, D, D,

to
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to his pupils, to the time of his deceafe. And it 15 no in-
confiderable teftimony to the excellence and amiablenefs of
his character, that, during the whole of his conneltion
with your honoured paftor, and with his colleagues in the
academy, the moft perfe&t unbroken amity mutually fub-
fited between them *; and the more we knew him, and
the longer we were united to him, the more we honoured,
efteemed, and loved him. His character as a fcholar, ftood
defervedly high with thole who were beft capable of judging
of it, and well merited every literary diftinétion with which
it was or could be adorned. His many pupils, as well in
the courfe of his private tuition, as in the exercife of his
public office as an academical tutor, fome of whom rank
high in fociety, and are ornaments to it, will chearfully rife
up and do honour to his memory 1, by bearing teﬁimonylto

his

* This honourable account of him is confirmed by the Rev. Mr.
‘Tommas, in his oration at the grave, ¢ Three-and-thirty years, nearly,
1 have had the happinefs of being connected in the miniftry with my
dear and honoured brother, whofe remains we have depofited in this
grave. He is taken, and T am left! It gives me pleafure, as far as I
am capable of fecling pleafure upon fuch a melancholy occafion, to re-
fleét upon the happy union that {ubfifted betwixt us during the whole of
our connection, unmterrupted by fo much as a fingle jar. United in a
firm belief of the fame important truths, and having the fame ends in
view, the glory of God, and the good of fouls, we laboured together for
the faith of the Gofpel, and were cf one heart and one mind. To crown
our paft harmony, O that one heaven may at laft unite us again for ever !
After the long and intimate acquaintance I have had with our dear and
honoured friend, I cannot withhold this juft teftimony concerning him z
That I have found him to be the man of ftriét integrity and upright-
nefs ; the man of found knowledge and underftanding ; the man of wif-
dom and prudence ; the man of affeftion and kindnefs ; of a catholic
{pirit, loving the image of his Divine Mafter wherever he found it.”

+ One who had been his pupil, now a minifter in London, in a fu-
neral fermen preached for him, fays, ¢ Were I to fpeak of Mr. Newton
in the moft fimple terms, in terms barely expreflive of my ideas of his
worth, they who were not acquainted with him might fuppofe I have
chofen a theme for panegyrical declamation. I will not, therefore, fay
how much I eﬁeemefhim, much lefs will T attempt to draw his charac-
ter 5 but—he was a man of a found underftanding, of a tenacious memo-
1y, and of an even, kind, and pacific difpofition, He was fincere, affec-
tlionate, and fteady in his friendly attachments, His good natural abili-
ties were brightened and improved by extenfive literary acquirements,
which eminently qualified him for the office of claffical Tutor in the Dif-
fenting Academy at Briftol. ‘There my acquaintance with this excellent
man commenced ; and I can truly fay of him, thatasa Tutor he was
condefcending, affable, patient, candid, encouraging, and laborious. He
naintained the authority of the tutor, without mfpiring the fear of the
pupils ; for he drew them with the cords of a wan, with bands of love.
As a Chrittian, his piety was frse from the wild reveries of the enthufia

K 4 ttic,
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his great literary merit, concealed as it was from public view,
under the veil of the moft unaffuming modefty and diffidence.
His abilities as a divine and a preacher of the Gofpel, were
highly refpetable : he was a workman that needed not to
be athamed; he rightly divided the word of truth; he fed
you with knowledge and underftanding ; he preached Chrift
and him crucified; and, by an open, clear, faithful mani.
feftation of the truth, commended himfelf to every man’s
conicience in the fight of God. I believe there never was
in the world a more fincere upright man, or a more faithful
difinterefted preacher of the Gofpel. He fought not yours,
but you; and I know had this for his rejoicing, that “in fim-
plicity and godly fincerity, not with flefhly wifdom,” which
he defpifed from his heart, “ but by the grace or God, he had
had his converfation in the world, and more efpecially to
you-wards.” In his late illnefs, which fo foon terminated
in his death, he one day faid to me with great earnefinefs
and affe&tion, I have been thinking of my prefent fitua-
tion, and I find it a comfort to me to refleét, that, accord-
ing to the belt of my ability, I have preached Chrift crucis
fied, and that, my confcience tells me, from the moft dif-
interefted motives.” Nor was he without many feals to his
miniflry, though his fuccefs was not equal to his wifhes,
He always appeared to me to pofiefs every requifite talent
for popularity ; and his not acquiring it to a greater degree,
is principally to be attributed, in my fincere opinion, to that
unconquerable timidity and {elf-diffidence, which in fome
meafure, to adopt the language of one of our poets, * Re-
prefled his noble rage, and froze the genial current of his

ftic, the fervile fpirit of the fuperftitious, and the intemperate zeal of the
perfecating bigot. His benevolence was univerfal; and he could fay
with an expanded heart, Grace be with all them who love our Lord Je-
{us Chrift in fincerity. He felt a brotherly attachiment to the whole race
of man. ~ As a Minifter, his fermons were fenfible, ferious, and evan-
gelical. They had neither the ftiffnefs of laboured difquifitions, nor the
sppearance of mere flim{y unconneéted extemporaneous effufions. They
were free, but ffudied addrefles. Mr. Newton did not affeét popularity,
nor confine his addreffes to the paflions of man; but he treated his hearers
as intelligent beings, with whom he reafoned. He frequently preached
on hiftorical parts of Scripture; and his fermons were highly inftruétiveg
and edifying. ~ They confifted not of fanciful interpretations, of firained
allegories, or of puerile conceits, but of natural firiking importanc ob-
fervations on the narrative before him.  When he firft went to Briftol,
in the year 1757, his intredudtory fermon was on 1 Cor. ii. 2. “ For [
determined not to know any thing among you, fave Jefus Chrift, and
him crucified ;" and his laft was from 1 Cor. 1. 23, 24. * But we preach
Chrift crucified, unto he Jews a ftumbling,” &e.

foul”



THE REV. JAMES NEWTON, M. A. 153

foul.” And yet he was often animated to a confiderable de~
gree, and always inftructive, edifying, convincing, an able
minifter of the New Teftament, not of the letter, but of the
fpirit. In private life there have been but few equally ami-
able. I believe it might, with the ftriCteft truth, be faid of
him, and a higher eulogium can fcarcely be given to ang
human chara&er, He never made an enemy, nor loft a friend.
He was himfelf a friend to many, a wife and prudent, a
fteady and faithful, an entertaining and inftructive friend,
and will be greatly miffed in many focial circles, who will
long mourn to think that they fhall fee his face no more.
Ah, it is painful to think, (I feel it whilt I fpeak it) it is
painful to think that the places which once knew him, in
thofe families which were favoured with his friendly vifits,
and efpecially in the family in which he folong refided, and
to which, in all its branches, he was {o much endeared, the
places which knew him in the Church of God, and in the
world, fhall know him no more! His countenance is
changed, and he is fent away; his lips are for ever clofed
in filence, and he is gone the way of all the earth! What
thall I cry? fays the prophet; Cry, fays the Lord, and is
not this the cry now founded in our ears? All fleth is
grafs; the grafs withereth, and the flower thereof fadeth;
furely the people is grafs! Who would have thought, a
ihort time fince, that many of us now prefent fhould have
furrounded the corpfe of our dear and honoured brother,
not he rather have thus attended ours! A ruddy coun-
tenance, {tri€k temperance, yuncommon regularity, and a fe-
rene tranquil temper, feemed the natural prognoftics of a
long life. But, how often, in fuch an hour as we think not,
the Son of Man cometh !

But this is our comfort, our lofs is his everlafting gain.
Difmifled from the toils, and pains, and forrows of mortali-
ty, which in its beft ftate is altogether vanity, he is gone to
be with Chrift, whofe fervant he was, which is far better,
He was, indeed, through grace faithful unto death; his
Mafter, I bave no doubt, will at laft himfelf atteft it before
an affembled world; and he 1s gone to receive the crown
of life :~that crown may you, my honoured brethren in the
miniftry; that crown may you, my honoured friends, who
heard the word of life from his lips; that crown may you,
his beloved pupils, for whofe good he fo patiently and wife-
Iy laboured ; that crown may I reccive, that crown may we
all receive, and triumph in his love, to whom we are indebts
ed for it, for ever and ever!

"This
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This truly excellent man died in the Lord, April the 8th,
1790, in the fifty-feventh year of his age. His funeral fer-
mon was preached at his interment, on the Tuefday follow-
ing, by Dr. Evans, from Rev. ii. 10. Be thou faithful unto
death, and I will give thee a crown of life. The oration at
Jhe grave was delivered by the Rev. Mr. John Tommas, in
the Baptift burial ground, Briftol.

A Biographical Sketch of the Life of the late Rev.
Tuowmas Gair, A. M. late of Boflon, New England,
in a letter from the Rev. Dr. Stillman.

THE Rev. Thomas Gair, A. M. was born of honeft wor-
thy parents, though not opulent, Feb. 7, 1755. In Feb.
1771, he was prefent at the baptifm of three young people
at our place of worfhip: the adminiftration of the ordinance
firft ftruck his mind with a fenfe of ferious things; after
which he continued, he fays in his Diary; finning and re-
penting, until he heard a fermon which I delivered from
1 Kings, viii. 38. which brought him to a clear conviftion
that he was undone for ever, without an intereft in Chrift,
He often converfed with me during his exercife of mind,
and finally obtained relief about June or July following,
from thefe words, 1 John, v. 10. He that believeth in the
Son of God, hath the witnefs in himfelf. He was baptized
July 28, and received into the church, Aug. 4, 1771. I fit-
ted him for college ; and having obtained a confiderable de-
gree of ufeful learning, he was, April 1775, called to the
exercife of his gifts; which being acceptable, he continued
to preach as a candidate till Sept. 18, 1776, when he was
ordained to the facred office at Medfield, commonwealth of
Maflachufetts. Your unworthy brother preached on the oc-
cafion, from 2 Tim. ii. 15. He paffed through many trials at
Medfield, and finally was invited to Bofton, the fecond Bap-
tift church being vacant, in Nov. 1787, where he was
much approved, and fuccefsful in his miniftry; and on the
23d of April 1788, he was inftalled into the paftoral office.
It again fell to me to preach, which I did from 1 Tim, iv.
15. The folemnity was attended in the meeting-houfe of
the Rev. Mr. John Eliot, one of the congregational mini~
fters of the town, of amiable charaer, and of a candid and
liberal mind. The fociety offered their houfe in the moft
fricndly manner, Mr. Gair'’s being too fmall for the pur-

pofe.
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pofe. A large concourfe of people attended on the occa-
fion, among the reft fome of the firft characters, and nearly
all the minifters of the town, and {fome from the country.
‘We live, my brother, in great harmony.

Mr. Gair went on in his miniftry, growing rapidly in
knowledge and ufefulnefs: God gave him many feals ta
his labours. DBut about the middle of April 1990, he was
attacked with an uncommon pain in his head, of which he
had often complained, and laid about a fortnight. The
two laft days he was entirely fenfelefs, which deprived
us of converfation with him: before this he was caim and
refigned. He died Tuefday evening between eleven and
twelve o’clock, April 27, to the unfpeakable grief of his
family, his flock, and the town in general. His remains
were interred the Saturday following, May 1. The corpfe
was carried to the meeting-houfe in which he had been
inftalled, and an excellent fermon delivered from Prov. xiv.
32. The righteous bath hope in his death, by the Rev. Jedidiah
Morfe, a very worthy and ufeful congregational minifter
of Charleftown *. Every mark of refpect was fhewn by
the town to the remains of our deceafed brother. From
the meeting-houfe his corpfe was conveyed amidft folemn
and mourning multitudes to a family vault. He has left an
amiable widow and five fmall children, for whom were
colle€ted at the funeral near 200 dollars. The congrega-
tional minifters, who bore the pall, carried the boxes round
the houfe. His death is much lamented. He was tall and
flim, of a pleafant natural temper, good mind, and very
ftudious. In the pulpit he was evangelical, plain, and pa-
thetic, had a good voice, which was under confiderable
government ; but he is gone, and is now, I doubt not,
reaping the reward of a faithful fervant. The behaviour
of the congregational minifters of this town on the occa-
fion, was candid and excellent; and the inhabitants were
friendly and liberal. In hafte, I remain your {riend and
brother, SAMUEL STILLR: AN.

The Rev. Mr. THomas HiLLER.

THE Rev. Mr. THomas HrLLER, late paftor of the Bap-
tift Church at Tewk{bury, was born at Kingftanley in Glou-
cefterthire, of godiy parents, who were Seventh Day Baptifts.

# Chayleftown is near Boftor, united to it by a bridge.

His
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His father was Stephen Hiller, of Malmfbury, Wilts, and
afterwards of London. His mother’s maiden name was
Mary Jones, filter of the excellent and Rev. Mr. Philip
Jones, of Upton in Worcefterfhire. Mr. Samuel Jones,
of Kingftanley, a pious, perfecuted, and imprifoned Non-con-
formift, was his grandfather.

After a plain education, fuch as is given by decent families
to their children, who are not defigned for either of the learn-
ed profelfions, Mr. Hiller was brought up to the linen manu-
faltory at Oxendon, near Tewk{bury. 1Inhis apprenticefhip
his parents moved to London, whither, after his time was
expired, he at length followed them, and fpent fome years at
the famous Mr. Watfon’s, callico printer. 1In this fituation
it feems he began to difcover a ferious concern about the fal-
vation of his foul; and foon after, having found relief him-
felf, he was eprneftly defirous of promoting the felicity of
others. Being now inclined to join a church, and allo to
engage in the work of the miniftry, from a variety of cir-
cumitances it might naturally have been expeted that he
would have united himfelf to the Seventh Day Society at
Cripplegate, efpecially as he was of their {entiments, in
which he continued through life ; but whether he had learned
that this church was not likely to encourage his gifts, or
whether he concluded that his being called to public fervice
by a larger {ociety might be the means of promoting his
after ufefulnefs; this is certain, that he became a member
of the Firft Day Church at Goodman’s Fields, then under the
paftoral care of the amiable Mr.Burford, by whom he wasfent
into the work of the miniftry. He now went to the academy
at Briftol, and after a fhort time was invited to Wantage in
Berkfhire, where it was thought he would have fettled. But
in 1769, being at the aflociation which was held that year
in his uncle’s meeting houfe at Upton, the good man
advifed him not to fettle haftily, being defirous, it is proba-
ble, of his coming into that country for the fake of the
Seventh Day Church at Natton.  This vifit gave his thoughts
a turn, and he went to Tewkibury in September that year, to
affit Mr. Haydon, paftor of the church there, whom he
afterwards fucceeded in office.  September 26, 1771, he was
ordained ; the Rev. Mefl. Hugh Evans and John Tommas
of Briftol, performed the principal fervices of the day. He
was’ acceptable and ufeful in his minifterial work. Befides
his ftated labours on the feventh day at Natton, and on the
firft day at Tewkibury, he frequently preached at the farm-

houfes in the neighbouring villages 3 and if at any time the
houfes
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houfes were not large enough, he would preach in the yard.
He ufed to fay, it was a pity that the Baptifts d’d not ir this
refpe& more imitate the Methodifts. No doubt he faw the
advantage of village preaching, which has been fo frequently
recommended by fome of our aflociations, though after all
but very little practifed.

This good man laboured not in vain; he had the felicity
of feeing additions to his church, every year he was patftor,
except one. The feventh day intereft at Natton alfo, which
his uncle Jones had ferved near 5o years, revived under Mr.
H.’s miniftry. But the converfion of his only fon Jofeph, at
about 19 years of age, an apprentice to a furgeon and apothe-
cary, gave him unfpeakable pleafure. He was baptized
Feb. 28, 1786 : but before he was out of his time, it pleafed
the Lord to affii&t him with a fwelling on one fide of his
neck, which grew worfe and worfe, brought him into 2 de-
cline, and iflued in his death. A brief, but pleafing account
of the fupport which this gracious youth experienced in his
afflition, and of his holy longings for death and glory, was
printed on a half-fheet foon after his funeral. He died April
the 1oth, 1787, aged 21 years and about 2 months. This
was a peculiar trial to each of the parents, who could not
help crying—My fon! My only fon ! In this condition, the
eafy circumftances into which they were brought by the pro-
vidence of God, did not adminifter fufficient relief to them,
nor would affluence itfelf have done it; but a confideration
of the fovereignty of God, and an aflurance of the certain
felicity of their departed child, were followed with an acqui-
efcence in the divine will.

When Mr. H. was laft in town, in free conver{ation with
one of his London friends, he lamented very much the {pread
of error, with an heart which {feemed to tremble for the aik
of God, exprefling at the fame time a warm defire, that all
the real friends of Chrift would bo/dly come forward, and
contend earneftly for the faith once delivered to the faints.  He
preached at the affociation four times, the firft in 1773, the
Iaft in 1986. He was moderator of it twice. He wrote
one circular letter, viz. that of 1790, wherein his religious
fentiments may be clearly feen®,

In April 1790, he was in London, and had a paralyfic
ftroke foon after his return to Tewkibury. He then had a
fecond, which deprived him of the ufe of one fide. This

* Ttis printed in the firft part of the Regifter for 1790, p. 37, &c.

3 was
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was attended with a fever, and a kind of ftupor, which ren
dered him incapable of faying much, and terminated his
Iabour and life the 27th of June 1790, at the age of z3.
His funeral {fermon was preached by the Rev. Mr. Benjamin
Francis, of Horfely, on Phil. 1. 21. For me 10 live is Chrift,
andto die is gain. In 1769, the church at Tewk{bury con-
fifted of 37 members; when Mr. H. died, of 92. He has
left behind him the character, both of a truly upright man,
and of an evangelical, practical, faithful and laborious
minifter of Jefus Chrift.

Mifs Hester Fraxcrs.

Horfely, Glouceflerfbire, Nov. 8, 17g0.
Dear Sir,

AT requeft, Ifend you the following fhort account of my
lately deceafed daughter, named Hefter, -who died Aug. 23,
in the eleventh year of her age, and who was a very re-
markable inftance of early piety. She difcovered from her
infancy, a fenfibility of mind, and a tendernefs of confcience,
feldom found in fo young a fubjet. Her underfianding,
capacity, and memory, were fuch as to excite the admiration
of her intimate acquaintance. She learned by heart a great
number of hymns and of paflages of fcripture, which af-
forded her much fupport and pleafure in her long illnefs.
Fefuesy Ilove thy charming name, &c. was one of her favourite
hymns. She ufed to repeat a confiderable part of the fer-
mons. the heard, and appeared to have entered into the
meaning and [pirit of what fhe related. Tor fome time
before the was taken ill, fhe difcovered a painful dread of
the divine difpleafure ; but during her illnels, which was of
feveral months continuance, the was remarkably calm and
happy in her mind. Love was her predominant paflion.
She greatly revered the Sabbath, and could not endure any
trifling converfation on that holy day. She delighted much
in the public worfthip of God, 1n which fhe would be fome-
times greatly affedted.  She had fuch love to Chriftian
friends, as frequently to fhed abundance of tears ar parting
with them. When carried out for the benefit of the air, the
would make very pertinent remarks on the various works of
creation, on her peculiar advantages and mercies, and on
her great obligations to divine providence. Her mind feemed

to
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to glow with thankfulnefs to God, and with gratitude to her
parents and friends. She would {peak admirably well of
the perfedtions and fovereignty of God, ard of the reafon-
ablenefs of refignation to his holy will.  Her {piritual con~
verfation, her pithy and pious expreflions, her advice to near
relatives, her lamentations over the wicked and the miferable,
her fweetnefs of difpofition, her refignation to the will of God,
and her thankfulnefs to the Lord for his various mercies,
were truly extraordinary. She appeared entirely willing to
live or die; and fignified that the withed to live only becaufe
her parents were {o loth to part with her. Her mind, dur-
ing a painful illnefs, was remarkably patient, even, and
placid, and fometimes overwhelmed with a fenfe of the love
of God. About afortnight before her death, fhe faid to her
mother, her eyes at the fame time fparkling with joy, and
a flood of tears ftreaming down her checks, “ My foulis as
full of joy as it can contain—the Lord is become my falva-
tion—the gates of heaven are open to me, and I fhall {foon be
there.” When I afked her what it was that fupported and
comforted her in the near profpe&t of death? fhe anfwered,
¢ The Gofpel.”. Her laft expreflion to me was, “1I love
you, but I Jove Chrift more.” And, like her pious fifter
Elizabeth, who died about fix months before her, fhe con-
tinued unfhaken in her faith, hope, and patience, till {he
breathed out her foul into the bofom of her beloved Re-
deemer. It is impoflible to convey in words a jult idea of
the fenfe fhe had of religion in her heart, and of the energy
and pleafure with which fhe converfed on divine fubjets.
Thus, whillt I mourn as a parent for a moft amiable and
pious child, I blefs God that I have abundant caufe to re-
joice as a chriffian.
I am, Dear Sir,
Your affe€ionate friend,
Benjamin Fraxcrs.

P. 5. My dear Sir, Vanity is not my motive in {ending
this account to you, but a defire that it may be ufeful ro the
¢hildren and young people into whofe hands it may fall.

An Account of the late Rev. Mr. Joux RogEurs, paftor
of the Independent Church, which meets in Collies’s
Rents, Southwark.

Mr. RocEers’s . anceftors on his mother’s fide, were per-
fons eminent for piety. The place of his nativity was
Poole,
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Poole, in Dorfethhire, O&. 11, 1716. His father was mafter
of a coafting veflel. His mother was a truly pious woman,
who endeavoured to imprefs him in his moft early years
with a fenfe of the importance of religion. The blefling
of God attended her inftru&ion. He difcovered in his
childhood a love to divine things, and a ffYong propenfity to
inculcate them on others. He ufed, when a child, on his
return from {chool, frequently to call his young play-fellows
together, {peak to them on the worth of their {ouls, on their
need of a Saviour, read fome chapter of the Bible, and, ac-
cording to his ability, pray with them. From thefe begin-
nings it is no wonder that he difcovered an early inclination
to the miniftry. His father, who had not that ferious fenfe
of religion which the fon poflefled, was greatly averfe to it,
and bound him apprentice to a Mr. Norman, in the town,
a Quaker. His connetion with that family, and with their
acquaintance, eafily accounts for that peculiarity of expref-
fion in common converfe, and that mode of thinking on the
fubjet of drefs, which diftinguifhed his later years.  When
the term of this fervice expired, and he became his own
mafter, he indulged thas inclination for the facred miniftry,
which he had difcovered in his earlieft years. By the recom-
mendation of the Rev. Mr. Madgwick, of Poole, of whofe
church he was a2 member, and of whom he always fpoke
with the greateflt refpet, he was admitted ftudent in the
academy, then at Deptford, under the care of Dr. Taylor,
and became a member of the church in Moorfields, at that
time under the care of the Rev. Mr. Hall, now of the
Rev. Mr. Bennett,

Now he had many difficulties to firnggle with. His father’s
averfion to the miniftry ftill continued. 'The death of his
pious mother, and his father’s fecond marriage, did not con-
tribute to alleviate that averfion. But God raifed him up
friends, through whofe afliftance he profecuted and finifhed
his ftudies with reputation. He did not lofe fight of the great
end of his miniftry, while preparing for it. The Rev, Mr.
Hubbard, his divinity tutor, being paftor of a large church
at Stepney, and incapable of paying all his people fuch fre-
quent vifits as paltoral duty feenred to require, confiftent
with his ovher relation as tutor to the academy, often
deputed Mr. R. to vifit in his ftead, hear their various
fpiritual cafes, and pray with them. This circumftance,
under the divine blefling, greatly contributed to increale his
acquaintance with practical and experimental religion, and
ferved alfo to commence a friendly connedlion with that

church
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church, (now Rev. Mr. Brewer’s), which fubfifted, not only
during the lives of thofe particular members, but with their
children and relatives, to his death. At the ufual period he
was difmiffed from the academy, and regularly fent forth,
with the prayers of the church *, into the miniftry. His firft
invitation was to the church at Collier’s Rents, Southwark.
Here every circumftance was difcouraging. The congrega-
tion was fmall, the income very low, about 40l. per ann.
However,afterfecking divine direction, he ventured intotheir
fervice, encouraged by two Icriptures, which were remark-
ably imprefled on his mind, I will leave in the midft of thee an
affliéied and poor people, and they fball truft in the name of the
Lord, Zeph. iii. 123 and, Go ye alfo into the vineyard, and
whatfoever is vight, that fball ye recerve, Matt. xx. 7. Hetook
the paftoral charge over them in the beginning of the year
1744+, and continued in that relation to his death.

As the miniftry was the object of his choice, and under--
taken with the pureft views, he did not fuffer himfelf to be
difheartened with the low eftate of the congregation. He
applied himfelf with great diligence to the duties of his
funtion, both in his ftudy and in the pulpit; and being
fenfible how neceflary is the divine blefling to minifterial
fuccefs, he inftituted alternate weekly meetings for prayer,
at the place of worthip, and in his own houfe. The face
of God was not fought in vain by minifter or people. The
frequent exercife of praying gifts contributed to their in-

* ‘The Rev. Mr. Hall’s church, Moorfields,

+ It may be pledfing to fome of the friends of this valuable minifter, te
fee how his fettlement over the church was condu&ed. The following
extract, which I have been permitted to make from his church-book, will
give a general view of it.

¢ Jan. 30, 1744. A church-meeting being appointed, the difmiffion
of John Rogers from Mr. Hall’s church to us, was read, and the faid
John Rogers was received into the church as a member, and the church
then agrecd to call him from among themfelves to be their paftor ; which
call he then accepted, and upon a declaration of his faith in the glorious
doétrines of Grace, was fet apart to the work and office of paftor, by the
church, with fafting and prayer.

“ Item. Agreed to invite the following minifters and meflengers of
churches, to affift and behold our faith and order in the gofpel, in the
more public ratification of this day’s work.

¢¢ The minifters who are to carry on the work of the day are, Dr. Guife
to open the work and hear the confeffion, Dy. Marriot to preach the
fermon, Mr. Hall to give the charge ; Mr. Richardfon, Mr. Hill, and
Mr. Andrews, to pray.

<¢ The Meffengers of the churches who are tobe invited as witnefles, are,
two from Stepney church, two from Mr. Godwin’s, and two ffom Mr.
King’s.” EpiTor,

L creafe
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creale in the church, and the blefling of Heaven accom-
panied that exercife to the congregation.  Souls were gradu-
ally added to the church, as anfwers to prayer, and many
of them the feals of his own miniftry; fo that .he had the
pleafing fatisfaétion, for feveral years before his death, of
viewing the congregation when they became refpectable in
number, moft of whom *, under God, were the fruit of his
own minifterial labours.

In the difcharge of minifterial duty he was faithful, acting
tinder the habitual remembrance of the folemn account which
he was to give. The confciences of his hearers, as well as
his own, will witnefs for him, that he was pure from their
blood. In every thing that concerned the worfhip and ordi-
nances of the houfe of God, he was truly confcientious. In
the admiffion of church members, he was unfeignedly folici-
tous that they fhould be fuch as gave fufficient reafon to
believe they were the {ubjeéts of divine grace. In the ad-
miniftration of baptifm, he was unufually careful that one
parent at leaft thould poflefs the evidence of being truly
ferious ; and where the evidence was dubious, he in many
Anftances refufed to do it, alledging, as the reafon of the
refufal,  His confcience would not fuffer him,” The fup-
port and adorning of the Chriftian charatter, as it is mani-
fefted by a feparation from the world, he frequently incul-
cated on profeflors of religion.  The conformity which fome
of them difcovered, in language, drefs, and behaviour,
awakened his zeal ;5 and that 2cal oft times expofed him to
the cenfure of fingularity, and unneceflary precifenefs. But
even here, the honefty and integrity of his heart fhone on
every occafion, and a principle of religious conformity
to the word of God, in the moft minute inftances,
di&tated the whole. He pofleffed an affetionate concern
for the fpiritual and civil profperity of that church of which
he was paftor. Their fpiritual intereft lay near his heart,
His fervent prayers and zealous labours in the church, his
feafonable exhortations, his timely cautions, his affetionate
wifhes in more private converfe, befpoke an heart warm for
God, and intimately concerned for hispeople. Nor was he lefs
attentive to their civil profperity. When pecuniary afliftance

* One muft be excepted, Mrs. Mary Haddot, who died, 1784. She
was the only furviving perfon for fome years, who was a member of the
church when he was ordained.  Shelaid the firft ftone of ‘the old meeting-
houfe, and alfo of the prefent building, which is moftly ere@ted on the
fame fpot, only it feems is fomewhat larger,
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was called for on any occafion, none more ready to open his
purfe, and that with a liberality, that, in fome inftances,
bordered on imprudence. His many weary fteps in €ollect~
ing the gencrofity of numerous friends in his own and other
congregations, for the ereftion of the meeting-houfe in the
year 1766, and in the after purchafe of the adjacent burying
ground, and his own fubicription on both occafions, are
witnefles of his affetion to them.

In his moral charalter and deportment before the world,
he was confcientioufly, even fcrupulouily, honeft and juft, as
well as exemplary, generous, and humane. His feelings
for the diftrefles of his fellow-creatures, and even of the
brate creation, were very tender.  He abhorred frife and
difcord, and, as he ufed to fay, *“ he would facrifice any
thing, but truth, for peace.” One man took advantage of his
peaceable temper, and actually divefted him of part of his
lawful pofleflion, well knowing that he would never attemps
to recover even his juft right by law.

In his religious charater before God, he gave every evis
dence that he was upright and fincere. He had a deep fenfe
of the importance of perfonal religion, as it is maintained
between God and the foul in fecret exercifes. So far as thofe
fecret exercifes could be known, it appeared that he himfelf
peculiarly made confcience of clofet devotion, while he ina
culcated the duty on his family. He kept four days of
folemn fafting and prayer in the year; one, his birth-day 3
another, the anniverfary of his ordination ; the two others
occafional. An account of one day of this kind has been
found among his papers fince his death ; part of it, a folemn
covenant with God ; the other parts, a view of the frame of
his mind after it, for fome weeks following. The firft part
is in long hand, figned with his name and feal; the other in
charalters. 'The date is 1742.

In charity to the poor, and in promoting the intereft of
feveral relizious focieties, his generofity was exemplary, He
allowed annually to five or more poor minifters in the
country, all of them not of his own denomination, one
guinea each, befides fubfcriptions to feveral religious infti=
tutions in London and the country. He gave to feveral of
the poor of his church a fettled fum weekly ; for others he
paid their rent; and when any of them died, he chearfully
contributed his afliftance to bury them. His papers contain
fome accounts of his charities, not written by way of often~
tation, but of memorandum ; for, being in fhort-hand, none
but himf{elf could read all the particulars of the account, ex«
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cept the name and fum. In thefe donations of a guinea or
more at a time, he had expended in the four laft years of
his life upwards of 63l. befides fmaller fums of which
he kept no account, and which none but himfelf and
the parties receiving knew. Three months before his death,
he gave 10l. to bind a poor boy apprentice. But a few days
before his death, he gave 20l. to one who had fuffered an heavy
lofs. In this view he has left few behind him his equals. The
poor, at his funeral, teftified by their tears, their fenfe of the
affeting lofs they had fuftained. One of his reverend bre-
thren hinted, fince his death, that from fome expreflions in
life, he believed him to have afted on the principle of the
Levitical law, ¢ devoting one tenth of his income to God.”
Had he devoted no larger a portion than this to alts of
charity, his private fortune would have been far more than
Le left it at his death.

He appeared, for fome months before his diffolution, not
to be long for this world. It was obferved, that he grew
more affeCtionate, more lively in converfation, more fe-
rious, more retired, and feemed to preach with greater
vigour, fpirituality, and earneftnefs than ufual. Hisloveto
the more interefting truths of Revelation, his facred regard
to the perfon and work of the great Redeemer increafed, fo
that he could not {peak or write concerning fome late at-
tacks on thofe peculiar doftrines of Holy Writ, without in-
dignation and horror.

He was favoured by Divine Providence with a remarkably
healthful conftitution of body, infomuch that he fcarcely
knew what ficknefs or indifpofition meant; and was never
once, or, at mofl, but once, confined by ficknefs from the
pulpit, during a miniftry of forty-fix years.

Early in the morning of the Saturday preceding his
death, he was taken ill, and, as the event proved, ftruck
with death. He fent for one of the deacons ef the church,
defiring him to provide a minifter for the next day (the
Lord’s), and faid to one of his dear friends, I have been
the Lord’s working fervant, now I am his waiting fervant.”
But he feemed not to have an apprehenfion that the pre-
fent ficknefs would iffue in death; for being afked the day
before he died, ¢ Whether his {fon ¥ fhould not be written
to ?” he {trictly forbade it, faying, ¢ By no means; I fhall
be well fhortly.” 5o, indeed, the phyfician aflured him not
twenty-four hours before he died.

* The Rev. John Rogers, minifter of the Independent Church at Rofs,

in Hereforddvire,
v
His
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His charity to the poor fhone even in death. Not long
before he died, he recolleted that the Sabbath following
was facramental Sabbath. He defired that the church might
be called together, and the ufual colle&ion made, *in
order,” he {aid, ¢ that the poor might not fuffer through
his illnefs;” and at the fame time {ent his own contribu~
tion. He retained his faculties to thé laft; and at noon,
Thurfday, Sept. 2, 1790, he quietly breathed out his foul
to God, and is now, no doubt, among “ the {pirits of the
juft made perfedt in glory.” He was 1 the feventy-fourth
year of his age.

¢ Juftiffimus unus
¢ Qui fuit in terris, et {ervantiffimus ®qui.” Vira.

He was interred in his own vault, Friday fe’nnight
following, attended by a numerous and refpeftable con-
courfe; the tears of many of whom teftified this truth, that
¢ The memory of the juft is blefled I” The Rev. Thomas
Towle, B. D. delivered the addrefs at the interment; and
the Rev. Samuel Brewer, B. D. preached the funeral fermon
en the following Lord’s Day.

The Rev, Mr. SamueL Havr.
THE Rev. Mr. Samuer Havr, paftor of the Baptift
Church at Gifburn Foreft, a few miles from Gifburn, York,
departed this life, Nov. 8, 1790 *, aged feventy years.

* Our refpeftable friends, who have beesn removed by death fines
#7990, will be mentioned in the Regifter for 1791,
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A SKETCH of the State of Religion among differens-

denoninations of good men at home and abroad *.

PRUSSIA.

TPTHPY an edi&k of the prefent king of Pruflia, dated July o,
1788, that monarch confirms former ediéts for the fe-
curity of Calvinifts; Lutherans, Roman Catholics, Jews,
Mennonites, Hernhutters, and thofe of other denomina-
tions whofe principles are confiftent with the good of civil
focicty. DBut whereas it is rumoured, that difguifed Jefuits
are fecretly infinuating themfelves into Proteftant countries
to make profelytes, he enjoins all endeavours to difcover
{uch emiflaries, and report them to the Spiritual Depart~
ments, He prohibits all change of what is cffential in.the
Creeds and Confeffions, and even in the Canons and Litur-
gies of the Reformed and Lutheran Chaurches: though he
allows abolifhing ufages not effential, and altering expref~
fions now in difuetude, This he deemed the more necef-
fary, as he obferved with regret, long before his mounting
the throue, many proteftant clergymen depreciating the au-
thority of Scripture, corrupting the Sacred Records, or ex-
plaining them away, and reprefenting faith in our Lord’s
atonement, and other effential doCirines, as ill-founded or {u-
perfluous, He therefore prohibits all Proteftant clergymen
and teachers in his dominions, under the pain of being de-
rived of their offices, from openly or fecretly {preading
errors, and fubftituting their own fancies inftead of
the effential articles contained in the eftablifhed confeflions,
They were admitted to their offices on condition of ad-
hering to thefe articles, and therefore cannot retain them
if they teach otherwife, He infringes not, however, their
right of private judgment, and joining another feét, which
if they openly do, they are allcwed the exercife of their
liberty. But thofe who, in fermons or books, oppofe the
dorines contained in the old confeffions, muit leave the
gftablithed church, whofe principles they undermine, and
give up a charge for which change of fentiment has un-
fitted them. The King enjoins care to be taken that offices

* This article, fo very defeftive in the prefent flate of the Regifter,
ferves rather to fhew the kind of materials which are defired to fill 1t up,
than what are already come to hand; but a plan has been laid, and is
now carrying into effe@t, by which a general view of the flate of religion
in Europe and America, and efpecially of the moft important Miffions,
will be given; of which it is expetied the Regifter for 1791 will bea
fair I'Pecimen. EDIToR, .
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in churches, fchools, and univerfitics, be fupplied with men
whofe conviltion of the truths they are employed to teach
is not doubted. While he thus provides for his fubjects,
teachers of pure Chriftianity, he leaves it to every ome’s
confciénce what improvement he fhall or thall not make of
that advantage. This is an amazing change, as the late
king of Pruflia was a great encourager of a Socinian clergy,
fome of whom, indeed, bordered very nearly on Deifm. In
a book intitled, Freymuthige Betrachtungen, i. ¢. Free Thoughts,
The Divinity and Atonement of Chnift, Original Sin, Eter-
nity of Hell Torments, The Infpiration of Scripture, &c.
were attacked. His late Majefly prefixed to the book, an’
inhibition to the Univerfity of Hall to cenfure it ;5 Dr. Teller,
one of his chaplains, having approved it. Thefe regula-
tions are intended to check the progrefs of Socinianifm in-
Pruflia, where it had been fpreading rapidly, as well as in
other parts of Germany. Holland was in danger of the
like infection, by Dutch tranilations of fome of the moft
dangerous German and Englith books. Of her own growth,
however, and without importation, fhe has {upplied excel-
lent antidotes, partly by able argumentative treatifes, partly
by expofing to ridicule the inconfiftency and difhonefty of
the pretended new reformers, and the unchriftian and im-
mortal tendency of their {chemes. A focicty erected at the
Hague for defending pure Chriftianity, has propofed prizes
for .the beft defences of feveral important doétrines, and
anlwers to their modern oppofers. Two or three years
ago, our King, as Elector of Hanover, propofed a prize for
the beft difcourfe on the Divinity of Chrift; the Univer»
fity of Gottingen being judges *.

. FRANCE, &c

THE aftonifhing Revolution in FRANCE, and the in-
creafing thirft among the nations after civi/ and religious
liberty, fhould greatly encourage us to pray, that they may
alfo enjoy fpiritual evangelical liberty, called in fcripture, the
glovious hiberty of the children of God! The Pore’s own fub-
jects in Avignon, where thofe Antichriftian Pontiffs ence
refided for 7o years, viz. from 1307 to 1377, affords fome
additional encouragement to hope for the approaching down-
fall of myftical Babylon. May the ravenous beaft, Defpotifin,
which has {o long fupported the harlot, Falfe Religion, be
thortly {lain by the well-tempered, great, and ftrong fwdrd of
Jehovah!

* A concife Aaccount of this tranfaftion weuld meet an hearty wel-
come in the Regifter, EDIToR. ‘

L4 AMERICA,
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AMERICA.

The ADDRESS of the Committee of the united Bapti/t
Churches in Virginia, affembled in the City of Rich-
mond, Aug. 8, 1789.

To the PresipexT of the United States of America.
SIR,

AMONG the many fhouts of congratulation that you
receive from cities, focieties, ftates, and the whole world,
we with to take an adtive part in the univerfal chorus, by
exprefling our great fatisfaCtion in your appointment to
the firft office in the nation. When America, on a former
occafion, was reduced to the neceflity of appealing to arms
to defend her natural and civil rights, a WASHINGTON
was found fully adequate to the exigencies of the dangerous
attempt; who, by the philanthropy of his heart, and pru-
dence of his head, led forth her untutored troops into the
field of battle, and, by the fkilfulnefs of his hands, baffled
the projects of the infulting foe, and pointed out the road
to independence, even at a time when the energy of the
cabinet was not {ufficient to bring into action the natural
aid of the confederation from its refpetive fources.

The grand obje&t being obtained, the independence of
the ftates acknowledged, free from ambition, and devoid of
a thirft for blood, our HERO returned with thofe he com-
manded, and laid down his fword at the feet of thofe who
gave it him: ¢ Such an example to the world is new. Like
other nations we experience, that it requires as great va-
lour and ‘wifdom to make an advantage of 2 conqueft, as to
gain one.

The want of efficacy in the confederation, the redundan-
cy of laws, and their partial adminiftration in the ftates,
called aloud for a new arrangement of our {yftem. The
wifdom of the ftates for that purpofe was collected in a
grand convention, over which you, Sir, had the honour to
prefide. A national government, in all its parts, was re-
commended as the only prefervative of the union; which
plan of government is now attually in operation.

‘When the conftitation firft made its appearance in Vir-
giniay we, as a fociety, had unufual ftrugglings of mind,
fearing that the liberty of confcience (dearer to us than
property and life) was not fufficiently fecured; perhaps
our jealoufies were heightened on account of the ufage we

received
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received in Virginia under the Britifh government; when
mobs, bonds, fines, and prifons were our frequent repaft.

Convinced on the one hand, that without an effeétive
national government the ftates would fall into difunicn
and all the confequent evils; on the other hand, it was
feared we might be acceffary to fome religious oppreffion,
thould any one fociety in the union preponderate all the
reft. But amidft all the inquietudes of mind, our confo-
lation arofe from this confideration, the plan muft be good,
for it bears the fignature of a tried trufly friend; and if re-
ligious liberty is rather infecure in the conftitution, “ the
adminiftration will certainly prevent all oppreffion, for a
WASHINGTON will prefide.” According to our wifhes,
the unanimous voice of the union has called you, Sir, from
your beloved retreat, to launch forth again into the faithlefs
feas of human affairs, to guide the helm of the ftates. May
that Divine munificence which covered your head in Lattle,
make you vet a greater blefling to your admiring country
in time of peace. Should the horrid evils that have been
fo peftiferous in Afia and Europe, faction, ambition, war,
perfidy, fraud, and perfecution for conicience fake, ever
approach the borders of our happy nation ; may the name
and adminiftration of our beloved prefident, like the radiant
fource of day, fcatter all thofe dark clouds from the Ameri-
can hemifphere.

And while we {peak freely the language of our own
hearts, we are fatisfied that we exprefs the fentiments of
our brethren whom we reprefent. The very name of
'WASHINGTON is mufic in our ears; and aithough the
great evil in the ftates is the want of mutual confidence
between rulers and the people, yet we all have the utmoft
confidence in the prefident of the ftates; and it is our fer-
vent prayer to Almighty God, that the federal government,
and the government of the refpective ftates, without rival-
thip, may fo co-operate together, as to make the numerous
people, over whom you prefide, the happieft nation on
earth, and you, Sir, the happieft man, in feeing the people
whom, by the {miles of Providence, you faved from vaffalage
by your martial valour, and made wife by your maxims,
fitting fecurely under their vines and fig-trees, enjoying the
perfection of human felicity. May God long preferve your
tife and health for a blefling to the world in general, and
the united flates in particular; and when, like the {un, you
have finithed your courfe of great and unparaiicled fervices,
and you go the way of ali the earth, may the Divine Being,
who will reward every man according to his works, grant

4 unto
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unto you 2 glorious admiffion into his everlafting kingdom,
through Jefus Chrift! 'This, great Sir, is the prayer of your
happy admirers,
By order of the Committee,
SAMUEL HARRIS, Chairman.
REUBEN FORD, Clerk.

To the General Commiitee veprefenting the United Baptift

Clurches in Virginia.

GENTLEMEN,

I REQUEST that you will accept my beft acknowledg-
ments for your congratulation on my appointment to the
firlt ofhice in the nation. The kind manner in which you
mention my paft conduét equally claims the expreflion of
my gratitude. After we had, by the {miles of Divine Pro-
vidence on our exertions, obtained the object for which
we contended ; I retired, at the conclufion of the war, with
an idea that my country could have no farther occafion for
my fervices, and with the intention of never entering again
into public life. But when the exigencies of my country
feemed to require me once more to engage in public af-
fairs, an honcft convidtion of duty fuperfeded my former
refolution, and became my apology for deviating from the
happy plan which 1 had adopted.

If T could have entertained the flightelt apprehenfion
that the conftitution framed in the convention where I had
the honour to prefide, might poilibly endanger the religious
rights of any ecclefiaftical fociety, certainly I would never
have placed my fignature to it; and if I could now con-
ceive that the general government might ever be fo ad-
miniftered as to render the liberty of confcience infecure,,
1 beg you will be perfuaded, that no one would be more zea-
dous than myfelf to eflablifb effeclual barviers againft the barrors
of fpiritual tyranny, and every [pecies of religious perfecution.

For, yau doubtlefls remember, 1 have often exprefled my
{entiments, that every man, condudting himfelf as a good
citizen, and being accountable to God alone for his reli-
gious opinions, ought to be protected in worthipping the
Deity according to the dictates of his own confcience,

While I recollect with fatisfaction, that the religious fo-
ciety of which you are members, have been throughout
America, uniformly, and almoft unanimoufly, the firm friends
to civil liberty, and the perfevering promoters of our glo~
rious revolution, I cannot hefitate to believe, that they wki)ll
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be faithful fupporters of a free, yet efficient, general govern-
ment. Under this pleafing expecation, I rejoice to affure
them, that they may rely upon my beft wifhes and endeavours
to advance their profperity.

In the mean time, be aflured, gentlemen, that I entertain
a proper fenfe of your fervent fupplications to God for my
temporal and eternal happinefs.

I am, gentlemen, your moft obedient fervant,

GEORGE WASHINGTON.

IND1ANS in North America.

THE laft accounts, printed in 1790, inform us, that
the work of God among the Indian natives of America, {till
goes forward under Mr. Kirkland; and that there is an-
other miflionary among them, Mr. Serjeant, (whofe father
preceded Mr. Edwards in the miflion at Stockbridge), who
has lately had confiderable fuccefs.

PENNSYLVANIA.

The Convention of the Commonwealth of Pennfylvania, for
the purpofe of reviewing, and, if they faw occafion, alter=
ing and amending the Conftitution of that State, com-
menced at Philadelphia, the 24th of Nov. 1789, and rofe
Sept. 2, 1790, fine die.  The following is an Extract from
their BiLr or RicHTs;

Section 1. THAT all men are born equally free and in-
dependent, and have certain inherent and indefeafible rights,
among which are thofe of enjoying and defending life and
liberty, of acquiring, poflefling and protecting property
and reputation, and of purfuing their own happinefs.

Section 2. That all power is inherent in the peoplé, and
all free governments are founded on their authority, and
inftituted for their peace, fafety, and happinefs. For the
advancement of thofe ends, they have, at all times, an un-
alienable and indefeafible right to alter, reform, or abolifh
their government, in fuch manner as they may think proper.

Section 3. That all men have a natural and indefeafible
right to worfhip Almighty God according to the ditates of
their own confciences 3 that no man can, of right, be com-
pelled to attend, ered, or fupport any place of worthip, or
to maintain any miniftry againft his confent; that no hu-
man authority can, in any cafe whatever, control or inter-
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fere with the rights of confcience, and that no preference thall
ever be given by law to any religious eftablifhments or modes
of worthip.

Se&ion 4. That no perfon who acknowledges the being
of a God, and a future ftate of rewards and punifhments,
1hall, on account of his religious fentiments, be difqualified
to hold any office or place of truft or profit* under this
commonwealth.

THE NEW ASSOCIATION.

THE General Baptift churches are not all properly united
in one clofe body, any more than the Particulars. In the
year 1770, the Rev. Dan Taylor, (now paftor of the Gene-
ral Baptift Church in Whitechapel, London), with one or
two more, and the churches to which they belonged, fepa-
rated from fome others, who denied the depravity of human
nature, the divinity and atonement of Chrift, &c. %c. though
ieveral who maintained thefe doétrines ftill remaived in
conneltion with thofe who denied them, or at leafl, as it
was thought, explained them away. Hence feveral churches
in Leicefterfhire, united with Mr. Thompfon of Bofton,
:Mr. Brittain of London, Mr. Dan ‘Taylor and a few others,
in forming another affociation; which, for diftinttion’s fake,
has been fince, and is now called ¢« The New Aflociation;”
and in the books of the General Affembly,  The Leicefter-
shire Affociation,” The churches in this union keep up a
friendly acquaintance, in fome outward things, with thofe
from whom they feparated ; but, in fome effential matters, dif~
claim any connetion with them, particularly as to changing
minifters and admiffion of Members. There is a threefold
diftin&tion of afiociation among the General Baptifts. The
Kentifh Aﬁ"oaatlon, the Lincolnfhire Aﬂ'ocwtwn, in what is
cilled the O/d conneflion; and the Leicefler/bire or New
Aflociation, with which a number of churches profefs to
agree in all eflential gofpel truths, yet are not in this nor in
any other aflociate connection. The laft of the three annu-
ally print a letter, of which the following is an extract:

* One of the fundamental difpofitions guamnteed by the new confti-
tution of France is thus exprefled: That all citizens are admiffible to
places and employments, without any diftinction, but that of ability and
virtue.

“ MINUTES
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¢« MINUTES of an Aflociation of GENERAL BapTiIsTs,
held at Cafle-Doningten, Leiceflerfbire, the 5th and
6th days of May 1790.

“ WEDNESDAY Morning, Brother Joun Taviozr
preached from John v. zo. Brother ScorT in the afternocn, from
2 Cor. iv. 7. In the evening began bufinels,

Chairman, Dax TaxyrLor.

Moderators, Wirriam THomesox, and Joun Tavror.
Scribes, Tuomas Pickering, and Joun Gopparo.

“ On Thurfday evening, Brother Dan Tavror preached
from Phil. ii. 16.”

A fketch of the ftate of each church is given in the aflociation
letter, all the focieties being placed alphabetically.—As this prac-
tice is peculiar to the New Aflociation, and feems adapted to form
a hiftory of the whole connetion, it may not be unacceptable to
fome of our readers, were we juft to give a fpecimen of it.

¢ Asnrorp. We have reafon to lament that religion is too low
amongft us; and earneftly with to fee more true, pradtical, and
powerful godlinefs among ourfclves and others. Well attended
with hearers at Bradwell; and moderately at Wardlow and Afh-
ford. Have had our fhare of troubles laft year, but are very har-
monious, and truft the caufe of Chrift will flourifh,” &c.

< BartoN. Many poor with refpe& to this world, and labour
under other difcouragements ; which make it hard, but neceflary,
to exercife faith and patience: We learn by esperience, as well
as from divine teftimony, that firait is the gate and narrow is the
way.”

« Birminguam. Preaching three times on the Lord’s day; a
prayer-meeting on Monday evening, and a le&ture on Wednelday
evening. Preaching at Little Sutton on Lord’s day: Hearers
increafe ; are pretty well united among ourfelves; fome members
lively and aétive, others too much the reverfe: Hope, on the
whole, religion is upon the advance, &c. &c. &c.”

The fubje& of the Letter is Faminy Worssie; in which
the Affociation, I. inform us what they mean by family worlhip ;
IT1. endeavour to prove that it is an incumbent and indifpenﬁblc
duty ; and, 1Il. enforce a pra&ical regard toit. The letter is
figned in behalf of the Affociation, by

JOHN TAYLOR.

The following Affociation was appointed to be held at
Vilbeach, in Cambridgethice, the Wednefday and Thur{day ia
Yafter week, 1791, The perfons appointed to preach, weve

S. Deacon, A. Auttin.
B. Pollard,} iz cafe of failure {] Tarratt.
D. Taylor, T, Pickering.

LIST
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THE
COMMENCEMENT

AT THE

BAPTIST COLLEGE,

PROVIDENCE, RHODE-ISLAND.
1790,

ON Wednefday, September the 1ft, was celebrated the An-
niverfary Commencement of Rhode-Ifland College.

The proceflion, ‘at half paft 10 o’clock, A. M. moved in the
ufual order from the College-Hall to the Baptift Meeting Houfe,
where the following exercifes were performed, after an introduc-
tory prayer by the Prefident :—

A piece of mufic.

Salutatory addreffes, with an oration, congratulating the State
of Rhode-Ifland upon their acceflion to the federal government,
and the completion of the union of the States—By Peter Hawes.

An Englifh oration on the bad effefts of party in a ftate—By
William Allen,

A Greek oration on the Slave Trade—By Jacob Convers.

A forenfic: difpute on the queftion, Would mankind. have
been more happy than they now are, had the earth {pontaneoufly
yielded her fruits neceflary for the fupport of man ?——Between
Job Nelfon and Afa Mefler.

A piece of mulic performed on the ftage by the candidates.

An oration in the French language, m praife of eloguence—
By Benjamin Hunt Hall.

The fecond intermediate oration—Refletions on happine{s—
By John Fitch.

The firft intermediate oration—On the hiftory of commerce and
navigation—By Mofes Brown.

A piece of mufic concluded the forenoon exercifes.

The proceflion then returned to the Chancellor’s houfe.

At three o’clock, P. M. they returned t6 the Meeting-houfe.

After a piece of mufic, an Englifh oration was pronounced on
the progrefs of man from an uncivilized to a civilized ftate, com-
paring his happinefs i thofe different ftates—By Nathaniel Drink-
water.

A forenfic difpute on the queflion——Is that generally received
-ax im, * Honelty is. the beft policy,” .foundeg in truth >—Be-
ween Nehemiah Shumway and Thomas Cobb.

™ A peicg



112 THE COMMENCEMENT, &C,

A piece of mufic performed on the flage by feveral ofithe cane
didates.

An Englifh oration, on the benefit of men of genius to the
world, exemplified particularly in the life of Dy Franklin, with
a panegyric upon that truly great man— By John Waldo.

An Englifh oration on the expediency of eftablithing a federal
Univerfity in America—By Oliver Leonard, candidate for the
degree of Mafter in the Arts,

An Englifh oration on the importance of fubjeéting the paffions
to the controul of reafon, with the influence of education in pro-
ducing this effe—DBy Abraham Crouch, candidate for Mafter’s
Degree.

']gﬁ‘he Degree of Bachelor in the Arts was then conferred on the
following young gentlemen, viz.

William Allen, Jafper Bentley, Mofes Brown, Thomas Cobb,.
Jacob Conwers, Jofeph Delano, Aaron Draper, Nathaniel Drink-
wader, John Fitch, Andrew Grabam, Benjamin Hunt Hall,
Peter Hawes, Elias Hawes, Benjamin Heaton, Afa Mefler, Job
Nelfon, Martim Paris, I'reeman Perry, Nehemiah Shumway,
Jobn Waldo, Phineas Walker, Abijah Whiting.

And the degree of Malterin the Arts, on: Ebenezer Dutch,
Edmund Freeman, Jarius Hall, Abner Alden, Abraham Crouch,
Oliver Hawes, Nathaniel Lambert, Oliver Leogard, and Jona-
than Maxcy, all Alumni of the Cellege.

The Rev. Jonathan Homer, of Newtown-—Rev. James Free-
man, of Bofton—Rev. Jofiah Dana, of Barre—and Samuel
Fales, of Taunton, Efq. Mafters of Arts in Cambridge Univerfivy,
were admitted ad eundem in this College.

The honorary degree of Mafter of Arts was conferred on
Samuel Whelpley, jun. of Stockbridge—on the Rev, Thonms
Andros, of Berkley—and on Mr. Henry Stuber, of Philadel-

hia.

¥ The degree of Doltor in Divinity was conferred on the Rev.
Samuel Hopkins, of Newport, and on the Rev. Samuel Dean,
of Portland.

The Hon. David Cobb, of Taunton, Efg. Mafter of Arts in
Cambridge Univerfity, was admitted ad eundem in this College:

And the degree of Doctor of Laws was conferred on GEorGE
WasnineTon *, Prefident of the United States of America.

* In a converfatien between. feveral friendly Gentlemen, fome time
fince, which turned-chiefly on the confinement of LEw1s the little, who,
like an abiolute fovereign, had faid to five and twenty million of people,
Y—auill be cheyed 5 contraftedwith the popularity of WasHINGToN
the GREAT.—it was mentioned, that the Baptift College in Rhode-
¥land had conferred the degree of Doftor of Eaws, on the Prefident of”
the United States : while it feemed to be the generalmind, thatthis-dif-
tinguifhed claraer in the hiftory of man, would prefer the lavrels of
% College to a crown of defpotifm, ene of the company, it is faid,

quita
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f."I‘hen followed a fhort charge by the Prefident to the Bachelors
of Arts,

This was fucceeded by an oration on the pleafures of the fine
arts, and importance of making them abranch of ftudy, with the
valedi@ions of the clafs—By Abijah Whiting

A prayer by the Prefident concluded the exercifes of the day.

The young Gentlemeh performed their {everal parts much to
the honour of themfelves, and thofe who have had the care of
their education, and to the general admiration of crouded and
brilliant audiences in both parts of the day.—The concourfe éf
Ladies and Gentlemen from other towns far exceeded any thing
of the kind ever feen here ; and their polite attention on the oc-
cafion did honour to themfelves as well as to this rifing feminary.

The Corporation of the College eleGed the Rev. WiLriam
Parren, of Newport, and Col. Samuer Warp, of the town,
to the place of Truflees, and they took their feats accordingly.—
Davio Howkry, Eiq. was eleéted Profefor of Law in the Col-
lege.

quite impromptu, gave vent to the feelings of his heart, in the follow-
ing effufion ¢

When kings are mere * fovereigns, or tyrants, or tools,
No wonder the people fhould treat them as fools ;

But WASHINGTON therefore prefides with applaule,
Becaufe he awell merits the DoCTOR oF LAWS.

I'll ne’er be a ruler till I'm L.L.D.

Nor England, nor Scotland, fhall fend it to me,

Y’ll have my diploma from PrRoviDpENCE HALL,

For WasriNGToN had——or I'll have nene at all.

* He faid mere fovercigns.

MINUTES*
OF A
GENERAL BAPTIST ASSOCIATION,
Held at Wifbeach, Cambridgefhire, 1791,
The. 27th, and 28th, of April.

' WEDNESDAY Morning, Brother Benjamin Por-
LarD preached from Col. i. 2y, 28. Brother Dax
T ay ror in the afternoon, from A&s xxvi. 18.
<t On Thurfday evening, Brother Joux Tarvror preached from
Jeb xvil. Q.
« Wednefday evening, began bufinefs.

® The Minutes are abridged, the Letter is entire,

M2 Chairmaz -
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Chairman, Dan Tavror.

Moderators, Joux Tavvror, and Joun Dracox,
Seribes, Tuo. Ewen, and Joun CrLars.”

The Lit of churches is the fame as that given in the Reg{ﬁcx’,
PP- 174> 175. except Harbury, in Warwickfhire, which is
omitted this year. The 31 churches, confift of 2748 members,

¢ The nest Affociation to be held at Halifax, in Yorkfhire,
on the firt Wednelday and Thurfday in May 17g2.

¢ Perfons who attend may be accommoadated at the Talbot Inn.
¢ The perfons appointed to preach are,

R. SmriTn, J. FreESTON.
D. Tavror, in cafe of failure W. TrHompsoN.
B. PoLrazrp, T. Prckerivg.

LETTER 1o TRE CHURCHES.

HE Paftors, Minifters, and other Reprefentatives, to
thofe Churches on whofe account we affemble, and
for whofe eternal welfare we labour and pray.

Dearly beloved Brethren !

WE are permitted, in the courfe of Divine Providence,
once more to meet together in your behalf ;5 we, therefore,
as another token of our regard for you, addrefs you on the
important concerns of that high and neble calling where-
with you are called of God.

From the regard we have for your welfare, we earneflly
entreat, that at all times, and in every fituation of life, you
remember that you. are fet as lights in the world. Let your
light [o fbine before men, that they may fee your works, and glori-
1y your Eather which is in heaven.

Should you ‘enquire how this may be done; one rule
which we venture to recomend is, as much as lieth in you live
peaceably awith all men.

With the people of the world: among whom you live,
let your meeknefs, prudence, juftice, and love, be fuch as
may obtain and preferve in you, that important charalter
of awalking homourably toward them that are without, that you
may have a good confcience ; fo that, if fome thall, throug}l
ignorance or prejudice, fpeak evil of you as evil doers, they
may (when your uprightnefs is manifefted), be athamed,
having falfely accufed your good converfation in Chrift. Let

your love to your carnal neighbours be feen by a readinefs
to
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to do them all the good in your power, but efpecially in thofe
things which may have a tendency, directly or indireily, to
bring their fouls to God through Chrift : but, do not, on
any account whatever, carry your love {o far as to fin againft
God to pleafe them; this can never do any good to their
fouls. And, be upon your guard againft every imprudent
compliance with the conduct and converfation of the world;
which, if it be not ftri¢tly finful, yet, is difhonourable to
the Chriftian, and may lead to {in and death in the end.

Labour to live peaceably with Chriftians of other de-
nominations. Shun that narrow, bigoted principle, which
prevents fome from either thinking, {peaking, or hoping well
of thofe, who do not believe and practife, juft according to
their views of what is right and feriptural, in matters of re-
ligion. Dare we fay that we are right in every thing ? That
we underftand, and obey every Scripture, exactly according
to the defign of its divine Author ? Such confidence would
not become us. Shall we then prefume to fay, that pro-
feffors of other denominations are right in nothing? God
forbid. Let us rather exercife more of that charity which
hopeth all things, .

Farther. Allowing that we are right, and others are
wrong ; confider whether the matter in which we differ be,
what Scriprure has made, eflential to falvation. And, while
we with you in love, to contend earneffly for the faith once de~
divered to the faints 5 we befeech you to ftudy to proportion
your zeal, according to the importance of that for which
you contend ; as it has often been the cafe, that very hurt-
ful difputes on religious fubjects have been raifed about
matters of comparatively fmall moment.

Again. Admittin% our Chriftian neighbours to be in
errors 3 are railing, bitternefs, and evil {peaking, adapted
to convince and reftore them? Certainly not. But, they
are certainly adapted to hurt your own charalters, your own
{ouls, and the caufe of your God. It is-not to be exprefled,
or conceived, what mifchief has been done to religion, by
that railing and bitternefs which have been manifefted to-
wards one another; and, fometimes, only through a dif-
ference of judgment about a mere fentiment, or opinion.
But love, candour, and kindnefs, can do no harm. Thefe
are good in themfelves: every one muft commend them.
With this fpirit, you may converfe with thofe who differ
from you in judgment. This fpirit can hardly fail to be
ufeful; and, efforts made under the influence of fuch a
frame of mind, (if they do not alter the judgment,) wli)ll

M 3 c
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be moft likely to beget mutual love, which is a good evi-
dence of genuine Chriftianity. Here, brethren, your zeal,
your knowledge, and your ufefulnefs, will appear; you,
and Chriftians of other denominations, will be advantaged ;
God and his caufe will be honoured § and the enemy of {ouls
difappointed. In a word, we befeech you to manifeft by
your behaviour, that you with grace and peace to all them that
love our Lord Jefus Chrift in fincerity.

If a want of love to Chriftians of other denominations be
wrong 3 if want of love to your carnal neighbours be wrongs
how bad it muft be to be defective in love among yourfelves !
What ! Chriftians of the fame church; go in and out to-

ether ; meet at the table of the Lord ; and, if it fhould ever

¢ feen among yourfelves; and efpeciaily if it fhould ever
be difcovered by the world, that you do not love as brethren :
how hurtful will this be! Oh, brethren! Watch and pray
againft every thing that may have a tendency to cool your
Iove towards one another.

Be careful not to do any thing that may have a tendency
to hurt the mind of any other Chriftian. Though it may
be a thing indifferent to you, and what you have a right to
do if you pleafe; yet, if you know that this would hurt the
mind of any of your brethren, it is not confiftent with
Chriftian charity to perfift in that indifferent thing, in {uch
a cafe. On the other hand, take care, brethren, that you
be not offended at every little thing that may not juft fuit

our own inclinations, If the thing be finful, treat it as
fuch. If 3 thing of an indifferent nature, learn to be fo in-
different about it as not to be offended with it : becaufe, this
would prove you more guilty than the perfon ¢f whom you
complain ; and would give him more caufe to be offended
with you, than you had with him, And thus, by little
things, little minds are greatly hurt, love is diminithed,
animofity enkindled, and contention takes place, which the
fower of difcord among brethren will endeavou:.to perpe~
tuate : and, where it will end, and what the extent of its
mifchief may be, God only knows !

To conclude. We prefs it upon you to cultivate fervent
charity among yourfelves 5 for charity fball cover the multitude
of fins.  Put on charity, which is the bond of perfefinefls. And
the very God of peace fanitify you wholly; and we pray God
your whole fpirit, and foul, and body, be preferved 'blamdg[&
unto the coming of our Lord Fefus Chrifi. )

In behalf of the Aflociation,

B. POLLARD.
MINUTES
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MINUTES, EXTRACTS, &c. or T CIRCULAR LETTERS
oF

THE THREE
PARTICULAR BAPTIST ASSOCIATIONS,
In the Princiraraty of WALES,

Lo the year 1791,

' INUTES of the fonth-caff Affociation, held at Hengoed in
Sourn WaLEes, on May the 31ft, and the two following
days; 1701.

Tuefday, met in the afternoon. BrotherMorgan Rees introduced
the folemnity by reading a portion of the Word of God.  Brother
Geo. Watkins prayed. Thenthe letters fromthe churcheswere read,
whereby it appeared, that thofe in the conneltion, in the generd,
enjoyed peace and union among themiclves; though there were
fome forrowful tidings intermingled with many comfortable ones—
fome perfons back{liding, and others too negligent, notwithitand-
ing all the exertions of their Minifters.— Pen-y-garn church com-
%{ained that their Minifter was about te feave them.—Brother

homas Morris is fettled at Tawyngwwyn, where they never had a
{fettled Paftor before, thoughthechurch is of near ten years ftanding.
~—The church at Dofan much lament the lofs of their Minifter by
«death, our much refpected brother, David Evans, chofen and ap-

ointed to preach at this Affociation.—DBrother Bavid Oliver is
det apart for the work of the miniftry in the church at Yftrad-
dafodog, where they never had a {ettled Minifter before.—Agree~
able aceounts were, that the miniftry was fuccefsful ; that many
are added to the churches, who are diligent to keep their places on
Lord’s days and week-days. 'This thould reprove and reform the
carelefs and pegligent.— A fter finging praife, }g*dtherjohn Richards
peeached from Rev. xiv. 6. and Brother John Jones, from Caat.
vifi. 5. and concluded the whole by prayer. There was reafon to
believe that the Lord was prefent in the quickening influences of his
Spirit. Adjourned to nir: next morning.

Wednefday, met according to adjournment. The Brethren,
David Powell, William Jones, and David Oliver prayed. Brother
Morgan Evans preached from 2 Tim. iv. 2. and Brother Thomas
Thomas, of London, in Englith, from 2 Thefl. i. 10, He allo
prayed, and Brother R. H. concluded the fervice by prayer.————
Adjourned for about two hours. —m——

Met according to appointment. Brother Jofiah Evans prayed ;
then Brother James Lewis preached from Zeph. ii. 17. and

M4 Brother
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Brother "Timothy Thomas from Luke x. z0.  Brother William
Jerkins prayed and difmiffed the mubtitude, The affembly ap-
peared to be eminently under the Divine blefing.———Adjourned
to ten next morning.

Thur{day, met according to appointment. The Brethren,
Charles Jenkins, Miles F,dwards, and Morris Jones, prayed ; the
circular letter was read, approved, and ordered to be printed.——
Theén agreed, ’

To receive the church at Merthyr-tydfil into the canneétion.

To advife and encourage the churches to fet up a fund amongft
themfelves, for the purpofe of building meeting-houfes, &c. to
which every member fhould confeientioufly contribute as God bath
profpered bim.

That the churches fhould keep a meeting of humiliation and
thankfgiving on account of church and ftate, on Wednéfday
month after the Affociation.

To hiold the next Aflociation at Bethefida, Monmouththire, the
firt Wednefday and Thuarfday in June, next year. Brother
Eimothy Thomas ta preach ; ar, in cafe of failure, Brother David
Evans of Maes-y-berllan.  The letters to be read Wednefday after-
poan. Signed by the Moderator,

MORGAN EVANS,

Since the laft Affociation.

Baptized . - - 159
Reftored - - - 7

Received by letter - - 1
—167

Dead - - . 24

Excluded - . " 17
Increafe - - 126

OBSERVATIONS,

THIS convention confifts of 20 churches, Merthyr-tydfl
included.

The circular letter contains an affeétionate exhortation,
relative to doétrine, condud, and difcipline ; to integrity,
holinefs of life, genuine repentance, and a refolute choice of
God and his ways, through all difpenfations of Providence;
taking lieed to the things pertaining to his glory, atting
from the heart for Chrift and his caufe, in the church and
in the world ; depending upon divine promifes, through the
Redeemer, without fears or doubts; with animating direc-
tions to adorn the Gofpel through life. .

Mr,
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" Mr. David Evans, the Paftor at Dolou, in Radnerlhire,:
was orilginally -a member of Cilfowyr church; in which he
was called to exercife his gifts -about 1763 His talents:
appeared promifing for the miniftry. Dolaw churchbeing
deftitute in 1768, invited feveral fupplics, and among them
fome young men at liberty, one of whom was Mr. D, E.
The church then was of about 120 years ﬁ:mding, or more,
yet it does not appear, that ever they were obliged before:
this time, to look out of their own church for a Minifter;
their teachers had been happily raifed up among themfelves..
In 1571, they chofe Mr. D. E. and invited him to undertake:
the minifterial care of them; which he accepted, and was
regularly and comfortably fettled at Dolax that year,

- For fome time before his fettlement the church had been
very uncomfortable. In 1772 no perfon was added, and but
one next year, though he was zealous and indefatigable in
-the miniftry. But it does not appear in the minutes of the’
Aflociations that he was any one year after, during his life,
without fome additions. The increafe was greater about
1783, than before,- The additions to the church in the four
laft years of his life, ftand thus, 11—19~—~16~—16. His
great ambition was to fpend and be fpent in the fervice of
Chrift and immortal fouls. He had a very large field of
operation in his own church; a number of places to preach
at on Lord's days and week days; and generally a throng of
hearers.

Dr. Thomas Llewelyn wrote Mr, Thomas, of Leaminfter,

a letter, dated 3oth March, 1776, informing him, that he
wifhed to encourage a kind of a miffion into North Wales,
and {aid he had written to Mr. Williams of Cardigan, and
fome others, on the fubject. Mr. Thomas; being mtimate
with Mr. David Evans, wrote to him, withing him to make
fome attempts northward, being confident of his varicus
good: qualifications for the work ; whilft his fitudtion being
nearer to the northward than moft of the fouthern minifters,
réndered it the more defirable to engage him. In May
enfuing he made a fhort tour, and brought his report to the
Welh Aflociation in June, His account was encouraging ;
and he exprefled bis readinefs for one, to bear his part in the
miflioni; to this he was encouraged by Dr. Llewelyn. In
Augutft he took Mr. Morgan Evans with him, and they made
a long tour through the counties of Merioneth, Carnarvon,
Anglefea, and Denbigh, proceeding as far as Holyhead. In
the interim,; Mr. Williams was providing others to follow.
‘The two firft were able to give many directions to the next,

and
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and thefe again to fuch as followed. Mr. Williamns very
cordially encouraged the plan, and was, iu feversl refpedts,
a principal in the execution of it. By one meahs and
another, a confiderable number of minifters of different
talents, went that way in rotation, for about three years;
and their labour was not in vain in the Lord. Mr. D. E,
kept his turn among them: but there were none baptized in
that country till April, 1779. Mr. D. E. baptized the two
firft, in a river in the ifle of Anglefea, before a multitude of
fpe&ators. Having then a proper opportunity of {peaking
on the ordipance of baptifm, a ftrange topick in thofe parts
hefore, he gratified his wifh by preaching on the proper fub-
jets and mode of this inftitution, according to the New
Teftament, The conlequence was, that ten more were bap-
tized in June, by another miflionary, in the fame river ; and
on the 20th of the fame month, three more; and that day
thefe fifteen were formed into a church, and had the Lord’s
Supper adminiftered te them. Two ordained Minifters
were adminiftrators heve, Mr. David Jones, then of Pen-y-
garn, Monmouthfhire, and Mr. S. Davis of Carmarthen.
Mr. D. E. continued, during life, to doall in his power every
way, to afhft in the north, and met with good acceptance
and fuccefs. Ina word, he fo travelled at home and abroad,
through all weathers, in rain and fuow, by night and day,
in rough and dangerous roads, to publith the Word, that he
wore out his conftitution and ftrength ; and by feveral fits of
illnefs was brought nigh unto death, His great and prevail-
ing aim was, to preach the Gofpel in dark places, among the
ignorant, where the peeple had no oppostunity to hear the
word, or were not inclined to it. His expreflion was,
« I am for breaking up new ground {til.” At the Affocia-
tion at Dolau in 1590, he was very feeble, not quite recover-
ed of a late illnefs. He was then appointed to preach at the
new-formed Affociation at Hengoed in 1791. But his work
was nearly finithed, and the time of his departure was at
hand 3 his great and good Matfter called him to reft from all
his labours; and no doubt he met with a Well done thou
iOOd and faithful fervant, enter thon into the joy of thy
ord.

This truly ufeful man was buried by the Dolau Meet-
ing Houfe. The infcription on his tomb fays, that ¢ he
departed this life O&tober the 14th, 1790, in the jgoth
vear of his age,” having been * laborious ard fuccefsful
in the miniftry,” at Dolau, * for near 19 years.

MINUTES
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MINUTES of the fouth-as# Adlociation held at Swanfes,
Back-lane, onthe 7th of June, and the two following days,
1791,

Tuefday afternoon met. The Brethren J. Jomes and David
Eyvans, introduced the folemnity by prayer. The letters from the
churches were vead ; which ftated, that they were moftly in har-
mony and peace among themfelves ; their fouls fed, the Lord being
among them ; minifterial gifts increafing, and numbers added ; but
yet two of the churches had not enjoyed any addition. They
alfo expreffed {ome complaints of lukewarmnels, negligence, and
unbecoming conduct, which naturally follow each other. Two
Minifters ordained at Cilfowyr, to affift the aged Paftor im
that extenfive church. Some churches were as facep without
Shepherds. Net only the bereaved church at Dark-gate, Carman-
then, but the Affociation in general, and great numbers be-
Aides, lament the Jeath of the highly.refpedted Brother David
Morris,—DBrother D. Davis prayed.——Adjourned for a thort
fpace.

Met again, Brother Gabriel Rees prayed, and Brother H,
David preached from 1 Pet. i. 9. and concluded the public exer-
cife of the day in prayer.—Adjourned to ten next morning.

Wednefday, met according to adjournment. The Bretarea
James Lewis and Morgan Evans prayed : Brother W. Williams
preached, in Wel/, from Luke xvi. 31.  Then Brother Thomas
Thomas of London, in Engli/b, from Rom. v. 5. and concluded
the morning exercife. Adjourned for about two hours,

Met agam; the Brethren W. Thomas of Molefton, and Mor-
gan Rees of Pen-y-zarn, prayed, and Brother Benjamin Davis,
preached, in Engl/h, from Aéls xvii. 31.  And after him Bro-
ther J. Reynolds, Is Wel/b, from Aésv. 42. Then Brother
Timothy Thomas concluded the public work of the day, by re-
turning thanks for the Divine prefence, and requefling a bleffing
to crown the whole fervice,~—~-—Adjourned to nine next morning.

Thurfday met accordingly. The Brethren Jofiah Evans and
Z. Thomas, prayed. The circular letter, drawn up by Brother
J. Morris, wasread, approved, and ordered tobe printed.—Agreed,

That the church at Swanfea, Back-lane, be permitted to folicit
the churches, and receive their kind afliftance towards defraying
the expences of ereCting their Meeting-houfe,

That the churches obferve Wednelday month, or as near to
it as may {uit, for humiliation and thank{giving.

The next Affociation to be held at Molefton, the fecond Wed-
nefday and Thurfday in June, Brother Morgan Rees to preach,
ot, in cafe of failure, Brother J. Reynolds. Tt is defired thag
the letters from the churches may be in Englifb.—The whole
felemnity was concluded in prayer by Brother G, Rees,

Signed by the Moderator,

W. WILLIAMS.
Baptized
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Baptized . . 5%

Reftored - - 20
~— 185

Dead - - 48

Excluded - - 66
—114
Increafe - - i

OBSERVATIONS.

"The churches in the South-weft Aflociation are 17. The
Engine church, which has been but a few yeary in this
connection, chofe to withdraw,

The circular letter is an affeftionate addrefs to the
churches, advifing them to recollect their wretched ftate by
nature; the amazing love of Chrift in redeeming them;
his care of them through all dangers; and yet, that God,
by his conftant care, defigned not his people to be indolent;
but that their works fhould thine before men, &c. This is
a {pecimen—* Remember your covenant, to keep your
¢ places in the houfe of God; you have vowed, perform
% vour vows; he fhines on his family; they partake of the
“ fatted calf : none of the many you fee lean and ill-fa-
* voured, are fb, on account of any fcarcity of provifion
% in his church, but becaufe of their fulnefs of carnal plea~
*¢ fures; a name to live contents them ; they have a lamp,
¢ but no oil ; the form of godlinefs, but deny the power
¢ of it.—There is reafon to fear, that thofe who thrive
 not, came not in by the door, but another way.—Be very
¢ zealous for the holinefs of our Father’s houfe. Be flow
 to wrath, and let him that is foon angry learn, from his
% own feelings, to beware of offending another. Envy
¢ not; if ye entertain envy, you indulge that which may
¢ harm your brethren, but may be death to yourfelves.”—
It is a good letter upon privilege and duty, promife and
precept, lofs and gain.

Mr, David Morris was originally a member of the church
at Cilfowyr, and by that people called to the work of the
piniftry. He went to the North in 1784, and laboured
for {fome time in that large and populous track of land, from
the border of Merioneththire, along the fea-thore, near, or
quite to the point of the South-weft promontory of Car-
narvonfhire. His miniftry there was uncommonly fuccefs-
ful. In his time, there were three Meeting-houfes built, at

2 a proper

-
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a proper diftance from each other, and he was exceedingly
active and fuccefsful, in getting the country to afiift; fome
with their cattle to bring materials, others to work, as well
as in colleting money, to defray unavoidable expences, of
thofe who were im affluent circumftances. He was {0 af-
fable and winning, fo meek, and yet fo zealous in his
Mafter's work every way, that he was amazingly beloved.
But, by fome means or other, he was perfuaded to quit the
place where he had been owned for good to fo many—to
the inexpreflible forrow of great numbers in that country,
who wifthed him to fettle with them. He removed to Car
marthen church, where he was ordained to aflift their aged
paftor. His delight was to form plans of ufefulnefs; byt
he {uddenly finifled his courfe a few days before the above
Aflociation. He had defigned to pay a friendly vifit to the
North foon ; but the churches are to fee his face no more.
He departed in the prime of life, health, &c.

MINUTES of the Affociation, held at Saem in Denbigh
thire, Norxte WaLEs, sth July, and the two following
days, 1791.

Tuefday, met about four in the afternoon. ~ Brother J. Jones
introduced the folemnity by prayer; and Brother T. Morris
preached from John xiv. 15.  Then the letters to the Aflociation
were read, in which the churches appeared to have a mixture of
joy and forrow.—Hope of minifterial gifts in fome places.—Three
churches were without fettled minifters, withed help from the fouth
as formerly. Brother Jchn Williams is fettled Paftor at Horeb.
The work of the day was concluded in prayer by Brother
O. Hughes. Adjourned to nine next morning.

Wednefday, met accordingly. The Brethren J. Jones and Dan.
Davis prayed ; then Brother Z. Thomas preached from Gal. i. ro.
in. Welfb ; and Brother Jenkins Davis in Englifb and Wejfh, from
A@s xiii. 4. and prayed.~~—Adjourned for about two hours.

Met again. Brother H. Rees prayed, and Brother Chriftmas
Evans preached from Pf li. 1r. and Brother D. Jones from
Jer. iit. 1g. thefe two in #elb ; and Brother Jofhua Thomas of
Leominfter in Englifhb and ¥ elfb, from Jer. iii. 15. and concleded
the work of the day in prayer. Adjourned to nextmorning,

Thurfday, met between nine and ten. Brother R. Michael

rayed, and the circular letter, drawn up by Brother Jothna
%homas, was read, approved, and ordered to be printed.

Some neceffary articles were confidered and debated, but only the
following inferted m the letter.

The church at Ebenezer, Anglefea, is permitted to fend a mef-

fenger
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fengerto the churches, to requeft and reccive affiftance, towards
defraying the expences of a meetingvhoufe at Amlwch.

That Wednefday month be obferved as a day of prayer and
thank{giving.

"The next Affociation to be at Nevin, Carnarvonthire, the laft
Wednefday and Thur{day in June. Brother Timothy Thomas
to preach, or, in cafe of failure, Brother John Reynolds. The
Jetters to be read T'uefday afternoon = Brother Nicholas Lewis
clofed the whole {olemnity by prayer.

Signed by the Moderator,
ZACHARIAS THOMAS,

Baptized - - 357
Reftored - -

—61
Dead - - - 1c
Excluded - . 28

Increafe - 23

OBSERVATIONS.

In this convention there are ¢ churches, of which 7 are
the fruit of the miffion, mentioned in page 186, above, and
Aberyftwith, which makes eight: this church joined the
Jouth-aveff connetion, as being more conveniently fituated.

The defign of this circular letter is, to remind the young
churches ofg the ftate of things in the country fifteen years
back, and the happy confequences of what was then only
thought of, and wifhed for. It contains the following
paifage.

¢ 'We readily acknowledge that many Minifters both of
¢ the Eftablifhment and among the Diflenters, have exerted
¢ themfelves to preach the Gofpel in North Wales, for nigh
* forty years before 1776, more than in former times, and
 fuccefs attended their good defigns : yet there was then,
“ and there is ftill, a large harveft in the country, and great
“ need of faithfullabourers to {pread and publith the Gofpel
% of Chrift, with a view to the falvation of precious fouls. It
“ would be very happy for the minifters of the word, of every
 name, to ftrive together for the faith of the Gofpel through
“ all this country ; the inhabitants in many places being very
¢ thoughtlefs about their {alvation, and the inheritance in re-
“ferve for the children of God. It would be well for
“ the refident minifters, and others who may come in the
* courfe of Divine Providence, to double their diligence
“ in preaching the werd of life ; to be iuftant in feafon and

5 ¢ qut
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¢ out of feafon, waiting for the bleffing from heaven on their
¢ labour of love, to exalt Chrift and fave fouls.”

The young churches are exhorted, directed, encouraged,
warned, and addreffed with motives to wait on the Lord in
the way of duty, fo as to adorn the profeflion they have made.

GENERAL REMARKS
vrox tHE MINUTES or tue Turee ASSOCIATIONS
Increafe in the South Eaft Affociation 126 .

In the South Weft ditto 71
in the Northern  ditto 23
Fotal increafle 220

At each of the three Affociations they fang praifes often, at
proper intervals.

Ixt) is an ancient invariable rule in the Principality, that the
minifter who preaches firft on Wednefday thall be the Moderator, ¢

The Affociations have never yet chofen a clerk. Since the
letters have been printed, the perfon who corre&s the prefs,
generally writes the minutes.  Brother Timothy Thomas had that
care upon him till he died ; and afterwards it fell chiefly upon
his Brother Z. Thomas. Itis common for individuals te write
minutes for their own ufe.

It is VERY RARE for a chuych in Wales to omst fending a letter and
meffenger to the dffociation.

Formetly the letter was figned by the Moderator, and not the
breviates, It continued moftly fo till :1780. Then, for fome
reafons, it was judged neceflary for him to fign the breviates alfo.
Thus it continues.

The numbers are caft up and compared out of the minutes by
the perfon who prints the fetter. This is a kind of addition to
the real letter.

There was a motion made laft year for re-printing in Welfh the
Confeflion of Faith, recommended by the London Aflembly 1689.
This year the Meflengers at each Aflociation, gave in the numbers
they were willing to take, which fland thus.—Aflociation at
Hengoed, 528; at Swanlea, 240; at Salem, 364.

As the fouth-eaft and fonth-weft Affociations happened to be
near,. regarding place and time, many of the fame Minifters and
people attended both. But next year the diftance will be very
confiderable. = Some of the fouthern Minifters alfo attended in the
north, wbhich it is to be hoped avill be the cafe annually.

In the Principality they cannot meet before breakfaft, they lodge
fo wide about in country places, even when they happen to mect
in a town, which is but very rarely.

N. B. The above minutes and extraéts are not all.literal tranfla-
tions.—The abfervations and remarks are moftly additions to the
letters. In framing them, care has been-taken to preferve fadtsy by

JOSHUA THOMAS.
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