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THE

MIDLAND LETTER,
ON THE DOCTRINESOFGRACE.

The Elders and Meflengers of the feveral Baptift Churches,
meeting at Bewdley, Bourton ; Cannon-fireet and Bond-
ftreet, Birmingham ; Cirencefler, Cofely, Dudley, Evefbam,
Leominfler, Perfbore, Ryeford, Stourbridge, Tewkefbury,
Upton, Warwick, Weftmancoat, and Worcefler ; being met
in Affociation at TEwKESBURY, in Glowceflerfbire, on
the 25th and 26th of May, 1790,

MAINTAININ G the important doirines of three
equal perfons in the godhead; eternal and perfonal
eleCtion; original fin; particular redemption; free jufti-
fication by the righteoufnefs of Chrift imputed ; efficacious
grace in regeneration ; the final perfeverance of the faints;
the refurrection of the dead; the general judgment at the
laft day, and the life everlafting 3 with the INDEPENDENCE
of the feveral Chriftian focieties they reprefent : To whom
they fend Chriftian falutation.

Dear Brethren!

IN our public preaching, we have fet before you the im-
portance of doétrinal, experimental, and praétical religion;
and have endeavoured to do the fame in our annual epiftles.
‘We would now recommend to your ferious confideration, the
great and important doétrines mentioned at the head of the
circular letter, to which your minifters and meflengers every
year give their aflent.

The doctrine of three equal perfons in the ever-adorable
Trinity, is of very great importance. The Holy Scriptures
inform us, that there are three that bear record in heaven, the
Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghofts andthat thefz three are one.
"The Father is diftinét from the Word and the Holy Ghoft =
All that the Father bath given me fball come unto me. The
Word (or the Son) is diftinét from the Father and the Holy
Ghoft: My Father avorketh bitherto and I work, {ays the
Lord Jefus Chrift. The Holy Ghoft is diftin& from the
Father and the Son: The Comforter, awhich is the Holy Ghof,
whom the Father aill fend in my name, ke fball reprove the world
of finy and guide into all truth.  Each perfon is truly and
properly divine, according to the fcriptures of truth; and

€3 yet
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yet we arc informed, that there is but one God. This,
indeed, is a myftery, and it muft remain {o to us, at leaft
in the prefent ftate.

Eternal and perfonal eleCtion is another doltrine men-
tioned at the head of our annual epiftle. 'This is #of accord-
ing to our works, but according to bis purpofe and grace, awhich
awas given us in Chrift Fefus, before the world began. The objects
of God’s love are chofen, that they fhould be holy and awithout
blame before him in love ; that they fbould be conformed to the
image of his Son ; and were predeftinated to complete and
cverlafting falvation, through our Lord Jefus Chriit.

Original fin is another doérine of our faith : God made
sman upright ; but be bath fought out many inventions. By one
man fin entered into the worldy and death by fin s fo that death
paffed wpon all meny for that all have finned. By the difobedience
of oney many were made finners.  You are therefore ever to
remember, that you brought a corrupt nature into the
world with you; and that all are corrupt, through the fin
of their firft parents. Hence the Plalmift faith, I was
Jhapen in iniquity, and in _fin did my mother conceive me.

Particular redemption is another article of our faith.
Chrift lsved the church, and gave himfelf for it, that he might
Sfanétify and cleanfe it, with the wafhing of aater, by the word ;
that he might prefent it to himfelf a glorious church, not having
Jpot, or wrinkley, or any fuch thing. He hath vifited and re-
deemed bis people.  He gave-bis life a ranfom for many.

Free jullification by the rightcoufnefs of Chrift imputed,
is another article of our creed. As all men, by nature and
practice, are become guiity before God, and are altogether
incapable of working out a righteoufnefs to juftify themfelves
before him ; it became abfolutely neceflary, in order to their
falvation, that there fhculd be a righteoufnefs provided,
fufficient to juftify the finner before a juft and righteous
God. Such a righteoufnefs the Lord Jefus Chrift hath
wrought out, and brought in, for his people. Although,
by the deeds of the laaw, there fhall no flofb be juftified in bis fight ;
yet, by the righteoufnefs of Chrift imputed, all that believe
ave juflified from all things, from awhich they could not be juftified
by the law of Mofes. He bath made bim to be fin for us, wbho
Eneav no fin, that we might be made the righteoufnefs of God in
bim. Bleffed is the man unto whom the Lord imputeth righteouf~
nefs aithout works.

Efficacious grace in regeneration, is another article of the
Chriftian faith. We muff be born again 3 for, without this, we
€an in o cafe enter into the kingdem of beaven. No man ¢an

renew
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renew his own heart, or the heart of his fellow-creature.
It is the eternal God, by his Holy Spirit, who effeCts this
change.  The wind bloweth where it liffethy and thou heareft
the found thereof, but canft not tell whence it comethy and whithsr
it goeth : fois every one that is born of the Spirit.  That which
is born of the flefb, is flefb 5 and that which is born of the Spirit, is
irit,

# The final perfeverance of the faints, is an important
article mentioned at the head of the circular letter.  The
vighteous fhall bold on bis way, and be that hath clean hands,
fball be fironger and fironger. ~ He awho hath begun a good work
in youy aill perform it until the day of Fefus Chriff.

"Thefe, dear friends, we confider as fome of the very impor-
tant articles of our faith. By thefe, as revealed in the facred
{eriptures, you are to examine what you hear from time to
time. To the law and to the teflimony, if men [peak nat accord=
ing to this word, it is becaufe there is no light in them.

Experimental religion is what we fincerely recommend to
you. That change of heart mentioned above, we fincerel§
wifh you to experience. You muft experience a hatred to
fin as fuch, and as committed againft a good and gracious
God; you are to love God with all your heart, foul, mind,
and ftrength; you muft manifeft your love to the Lord, by
loving his word, by loving his people, by loving his fervice,
and by delighting 1n holinefs ; you thould feek to be made
more holy in your thoughts, defires, purpofes, and refolu=
tions ; to grow in grace, and in the knowledge of Jefus
Chrift our Lord.  'We are perfuaded, that where there is
grace, there will be a concern to have it daily increafed.

We allo heartily recommend to you the practice of religion.
When the dotrine according to godlinefs is underftood and
properly received, and where the grace of God is implanted
in the heart, it will, in a greater or lefs degree, manifeft
itfelf in the life and conduct. The grace of God, that bringeth
Salvation, hath appeared to all men ; teacking us, that, denying
all ungodlinefs and worldly lufls, awe flould live foberly, righte
sufly, and godly, in this prefent world. It well becomes you
who profels religion, to come out from the company of the
wicked and ungodly, and to feparate yourfelves from them,
and conftantly to guard againft every thing which hath a ten-
dency to carnalize the heart. Sin is of a very infectious
nature : we are, therefore, notto touch the unclean thing,
l».aﬁ: we fhould be defiled. Sin, once indulged, will be very
likely to increafe in ftrength.

C 4 We
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We exhort you, not only to avoid that which is evil, but
to praétife that whichis good, in every way poilible.  As you
fhould be concerned to know, fo you are ever to be ready to
do the will of the great God. You are to employ the mem-
bers of your bodies, and the powers of your fouls, in his
fervice. Upon all the duties of religion, private, focial,
and public, we are to attend in a very {erious, humble, and
fpiritual manner, that God may be glorified in us and by us.
Sin is a want of conformity unto, or a tranfgreflion of the
holy law of God. The law is a tranfeript of Jehoval’s per-
fe€tions. Man was made to ferve and glorify the great God,
with all the powers of his foul ; but by {in he debafes himfelf,
and all the powers which God hath given him, employing
them in a way direCtly contrary to his revealed will. Sin
accufes God of a want of wifdom and goodnefs; and in
effe&t fays, that real good is not to be found in a courfe of
obedience to his holy will. It is an attempt to dethrone the
Majefty of Heaven, and to fet up poor vile man above the
Divine Being, that he may reign in his ftead. Itisa con-
tempt of God, of his holy law, and of his blefled image ; and
it is expreflive of an approbation of the diabolical fervice of
Satan. It is an horrid affront offered to the Lord Jefus
Chrift, who appeared readily and gracioufly to make atone-
ment for cur fins, by the facrifice of himfelf. Every ncw
a&t of fin, in a fenfe, crucifies the Son of God afrefh, and
puts him to open fhame.

Sin is an infult to the Holy and Bleffed Spirit, whofe
work it is to {ubdue fin, and to implant real holinefs
in the fouls of his people. He is called the Hely Spirit. Sin
is as oppofite to him as light to darknefs, as heaven to hell.

Now, dear friends, if fin be thus odious and deteftable
if it difhonours God, and is cxceedingly injurious to your
precious fouls, you fhould learn to abhor and deteft it. You
1ce the reafons there are to humble yourfelves vefore God,
on account of your paft conduct; wherein you have left
undonc that which you ought to have done, and have done
that which you ought to have left yndone—the need you have
for watchfulnefs and prayer, that you enter not into tempta-
tion——the great importance of laying out yourfelves, through
the whole of your future life, in feeking to glorify God,
and to advance the kingdom of our Lord Jefus Chrift in the
world.  As you are daily to cherifh true repentance for fin,
fo you are to feek after faith in Chrift, and to have it daily
increafed,  Add to your faith virtve, and to virtue knowledge,

and
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and to knowledge temperancey and to temperance patience, and to
patience godlinefs, and to gedline[s brotherly kindnefs, and to
brotherly kindnefs charity. For if thefe things be in you, and
. abound, they make you that ye fball neither be barren nor unfruit-
July in the knowledge of our Lord [efus Chrift.

Be much in reading the word of God; as that, in the
hand of the Divine Spirit, is able to make you wife unto
falvation. Be much in prayer to God, as the God of all
grace ; fee to it that you pray in prayer ; and be ever feek~
ing to the Divine Spirit, for his powerful and gracious in-
fluences upon your hearts. ’

Be always concerned to fet death, judgment, and an eter-
nal world, before you. With thefe important things in
view, you will be concerned to fill up your feveral ftations
creditably and ufefully ; to enjoy frequent difcoveries of the
divine mercy towards you while you continue here, and a
meetnefs for the full enjoyment of God hereafter. Being
thus under the divine influence, you have reafon to hope
for tokens of Jehovah’s favour in this world, and for admil~
fion into his glorious prefence in that which is to come.
Not that our obedience is the caufe of God’s love to us; but
it is the blefled effe& of it, produced by the operations of
the Holy Spirit. Thofe, therefore, who are holy in all man-
ner of converfation and godlinefs, have the greateft evidence
in their own experience, and they give abundant proof to
others that they belong to God, that they are the purchafe
of Chrift’s blood, and that they are heirs of that celeftial ftate,
where no fin or forrow fhall ever enter, but where a fulnefs
of joy will be experienced 5 which, God grant we may be put
into the eternal poflefiion of; for Chriflt’s fake !  Amen.

Commending you, dear friends, to God, and to the word
of his grace, we fubfcribe ourfelves your brethren in the
bonds of the gofpel.

Signed by the Moderator,
JOSHUA THOMAS.
May 26, 1790.

BREVIATES,

THE minifters and meffengers of the ciiurches met on Tuefday
evening.—Brother Thomas was chofen moderator.  Brother
Henry Dawfon prayed. 'The letters were read: the intelligence
was agrecable in general ; and Brother Tift concluded by prayer.

Wednefday morning, met at half paft fix o’clock.—The cir-
cular letter, drawn up by Brother Hiller, was read aud approved.

About



42 THE KENT AND SUSSEX LETTER,

About ten o’clock the public fervice began.  Brother Williams

rayed. Brother Reece preached from Rom. xiv. 17, For the
kingdom of God is not meat and drink, but righteoufne(s, and peace, and
joy in the Holy Ghoff.  Brother Dore prayed, Brother Wilkins
preached from 1 Thefll v. 18.  In ewery thing give thanks ; ﬁbr this
is the will of God in Chrift Fefus concerning you. Brother Butter-
worth concluded with prayer. At fix o’clock in the evening,
Brother Dunicombe prayed.  Brother Pearce preached from
Micah vil. g. 1 «will bear the indignation of the Lord, becaufe I have
fnned againft him. Brother Afton concluded by prayer.

Refolved, That no church be admitted into, or continued in this
conneétion, but fuch who profefs to believe the doéirines men-
tioned in our circular letter.

Refolved, That the monthly meeting of prayer for the revival
of religion, be continued.

In the affociated churches, there were

Baptized - - - - - - go
Received by letter - - - - 5
Baptized at Henly (a branch of dulefler } 8
—103
Dead - - - - - - - 29

Yxcluded - - - - - - 13
Difmifled . - - - - - 5

— 49
Increafe 54

¢ The next Affociation to be held at Rofs, on Tuefday and
Wedne{day in the Whitfun-week. Brother Thomas, of Leo-
minfler, and Brother Hiller, to preach. In cafe of failure, Brother
Dore, of Cirencefler. Put up at the George.

THE

KENT axo SUSSEX LETTER,
ON THE WORK OF THE SPIRIT.

The Elders, Minifters, and Meflengers of the feveral Baptift
Churches, mecting at Afbford, Sandburft, Smarden, Ten-
terdeny and Folkflone, in Kent; Battle, Rye, Wivelsfield,
Lewes, and Brighthelmffone, in Suflex.

AINTAINING the important do&trines of three

equal perfons in the divine eflence; eternal and per-

fonal election to holinefs here, 2and eternal life hereafter ; the
original
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original guilt and depravity of mankind 3 particular redemp-
vion; free juftification by the imputed righteoufnefs of
Chrift alone ; efficacious grace in regeneration: alfo, the
perfeverance of the faints to glory.

Affembled at TENTERDEN, the 2d and 3d days of Funme,
1790.

To the feveral churches they reprefent, fend chriftian
{alutation.

Beloved Brethren in the Lord !

‘WE can better feel than exprefs our happinefs, in having
an opportunity of addrefling you, on fo noble and important
afubjed, as the work of the Holy Spirit of God on the hearts
of God’s people; a fubjelt of infinite weight and worth, the
which when we forget or refufe to preach and maintain,
ichabod may be written on our pulpits. When we confider
the dignity, importance, and myitery of his operation on
our hearts, we are ftruck with a facred awe, and fomething
of a delightful furprife; but when we attempt to defcribe
the fame to othets, we are ready to exclaim, * Who is fuf-
ficient for thefe things ?”

Surely, brethren, there never was a period when this
truth needed more to be explained and infyffed on than the
prefent 3 for there are not wanting thofe who are ready to
call every thing the work of the Spirit of God, which ani-
mates their fancies in reading or hearing religious {fubjeéts.
This is enthufiafm with a witnefs: but let fuch know, that

" the truth of God hath often been brought into contempt and
ridiculed on their account.  Others there are who profefs
the name of the Lord Jefus, but never knew what the {piri-
tual birth is: fuch perfons, not having experienced the grace
of God in their hearts, fpeak {lightingly, if not difrelpect-
fully, of the operations of the “ Holy One of Ifrael 5 but
fuch perfons fhould be informed, that, If any man have not
the Spirit of Chrifl, he is none of his*.

That there is fuch a perfon as the Holy Ghoft, is manifeft
from fcriptural accounts of him. Different works are afcrib-
ed to him. Me had a fhare in creating the world, and is
{aid to have moved upon the face of the waters* ; and garnifbed
the beavens, and formed the crooked ferpent 3. He formed the
human nature of Jefus Chrift in the womb of the Virgin

3 Rom..viil. g, 2 Gen, 1. 2, 3 Job, xxvi. 13,

Mary :
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Mary : The Holy Ghoft fball come upon thee, and the power of
the Higheft [ball overfbadow thee ; therefore alfo that holy thing
awhich fball be born of thee, fball be called the Sonof God 3. We
are at a lofs to know how words can exprefs the perfonality
and divinity of the Holy Ghoft, if thefe do not. Further,
the Scriptures are called the word of God, and yet we find
that they were written under the infpiration of the Holy
Ghoft * ; which is a farther illuftration of his perfonality and
divinity. But that which puts the matter out of all reafonable
doubt, is his omniprefence; for we learn from Scripture,
that the fame Spirit which raifed up Jefus from the dead,
dwelleth in all the fubjeéts of divine grace . How can
this be explained, but by acknowledging the omnjprefence of
the Holy Ghoft? And who can be omniprefenz, but God ?

At prefent we fhall attend to the neceflity—the parts—
and the fufficiency of the work of the Holy Spirit.

Firft—The neceflity of the effe€tual operations of the Holy
Ghoft, appears from the impoflibility of our perfons or
fervices being accepted without faith. The word of God
informs us, that al/ men have not faith® : none have it, but
thofe who are regenerated, fince the carnal mind is enmity
againfi God. How deplorable doth our cafe appear, if we
have not the Spirit of God! becaufe without him we can
lay no claim to Chrift, as having died for our fins and rifen
for our juftincation, but are enemies to his perfon and
crofs. Have not men in all ages purfued every method, but
God’s, to efcape mifery, and enjoy felicity ? but, alas! how
have their fchemes mifcarried! Ah, brethren! another day
will difcover this, more than it is poffible for us now to
conceive : however, of this we are aflured, that be who believeth
noty fhall be dainned .

Another confideration which adds freth force to this
branch of the fubjedt, is, the impoflibility of obtaining or
yoilefling faith, unlefs the Holy Spirit be given unto us. Doth
a natural man pretend to pray that God would give him
faith? 'What are his ptayers, unlefs he be confcious of his
wretched ftate by nature, and fees the neceflity of a real
acquaintance with Chrift ¢ then (if this fhould be the cafe)
he may take this confolation to himfelf, that if*tbe Lord bad
been pleafed to deflroy bim, be would not have foewn him fuch
things{ As for human efforts, however farthey may con-
duct a man, yet they will never lead him into green paffures,

3 Lukei. 35, 4 2 Pet.i.2r. S Rom.viil, 11, ¢ 2 Thefl, iii, 2.
7 Mark xvi, 16,

noy
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nor caufe him to lie down befide the i/l waters. No, bre-
thren! this is 2 work too noble for depraved man: it muft
be performed by the Holy Ghoft, or it will never be done:
think not that the Holy Spirit is in vain called a Spirit of
wifdom and underflanding, of counfel and might, of knowledge
and of fear 8. )

Secondly, Let us now confider the different parts of his
divine work.

1ft. We fhall begin with Regeneration. The Apoftle
Paul, when fpeaking on this fubject, exprefsly fays in his
epiftle to Titus ®y Not by works of righteoyfnels abhich e
bave doney but according to bis mercy, be faved us by the wafbing
of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghofl. Now, no
finner can perform any works of righreoufnefs acceptable
to Ged, in a ftate of nature, as fallen in Adam, he himfeif
being unrighteous ; for the moral law of God is fuch that it
extends to the muotives as well as to the affions, and unlefs
both are pure, and unite in every work of righteoufnefs, it
is- impoflible we can ever be faved by them : from hence it
appears to be abfolutely neceffary that we be regenerated, or
born again. Now, regeneration is a work of the Holy
Ghoft, infufing or implanting a divine principle in the heart
of a finner ; a reftoring and renewing the image of God in
the foul ; in which operation the foul 15 entirely paflive. In
fome the work is felt more powerfully than in others; but
wherever it takes place in any, it never mifcarries, but
proves effeCtual to their eternal {alvation; for the Holy
Spirit muft be given of God, to effe& fuch a work or
change ; and the volume of divine truth informs us, that ¢ke
gifts and calling of God ave withour repentance *. Here let
it be obferved, that none are the fubjects of this Divine
Grace, but fuch as are chofen of Godin Chrift Jefus before
the world began; for they, and they alone, are bleffed with
all fpiritual bleffings in beavenly places in Chrift Fefus. The
Holy Spirit was one among the numerous gifts which the
Redeemer received at the hands of his Father, wbhen hbe
afcended up on bigh, leading captivity captive.

2ndly. Another part of the work of the Holy Spirit, is
to difcover the hidden myiteries of the Gofpel. We will
fuppole a wefféel of mercy already regenerated, but not enough
acquainted with the method of falvation to obtain any folid
happinefs of foul on a good foundation ; labouring at the
fzme time under diftrefling views of his own depravity, the

¢ Ifa; xi, 2. # Tit.iij, 5. * Rom. xi. 29.
pollution
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poltution of his nature, the difhonour he hath done to God,
and the awful diftance he is at from him; not knowing
wherewithal to come before God, or how to approach the
Moft High ; troubled with fears that God will take vengeance
on him, for having defpifed his authority, and trampled on
his government 3 oppreffed with the power of temptation,
and ready to expire in defpair. In fuch a cafe, what would
the ferious enquirer do? Were it not for the agency of
God the Eternal Spirit, he would wander in endlefs laby-
ripths, darknefs and difficulty : but here the Spirit of God
kindly interpofes, and difcovers to the guilty finner the
blood of Jefus, which he beholds with the eye of faith; and
by this his guilt is removed. He alfo reveals and applies the
righteoufnefs of Chrift, which he wrought,qut for the jufti-
fication of his own people: this at once fatisfies the {cru-
pulous confcience, renders the enquirer happy, and puts
that triumphant challenge into his mouth, Who fball lay any
thing to the charge of God's elect* ?

The Spirit of God proceeds alfo to feal the believer.—
This work is thus exprefled: In whom alfo, after that ye
belicved, ye were fealed aith the Holy Spirit of promife3. This
Jealing of the Holy Spirit, {eems to be the fatisfaltory affur-
ance which he gives the pecple of God of their fafety after
converfion, removing thofe doubts from their minds which
are commonly incident to young converts. Some are fealed
fooner, and others later, as feems good in the fight of
Jenovan, who is a Sovereign in the difpenfationsof his
Grace, both with refpet to meafure and time: this is what
the Apoftle terms, The awitnefls of the Spirit itfelf with our
Jbirity that we are the children of God #: this witnefling he
affords fometimes under the preaching, or in reading the
word of God ; and at other times, when the foul is proftrate
before the throne of Grace, or is contemplating divine fub-
jeCts: this induced the Pfalmift to fay concerning God, My
meditation of him fball be fuweet 5.

Farther, the Spirit of God gives the faints confiderable
afliftance in prayer, (Rom. viii. 26.) He is faid to belp our
infirmitiesy which are very numerous, yet all known to him
who fearcheth the heart, and trieth the reins: {ometimes we
labour under weaknefs of body; fometimes are firaitened
in {pirit; at other times, darknefs covers our minds like a
cloud ; and many things, well known to the children of
God, fometimes combine to impede our approach to himj;

2 Rom. viii, 33. 3 Eph.i. 13. 4 Rom,viii, 16, § P civ. 34.
but
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but even,under thefe circumftances, God is pleafed to
appear for us 3 the Holy Spirit maketh interceffoon for us, 1. e.
ftirs up and invigorates the graces which he hath implanted,
indites our matter, and draws up our plea, giving us accefs
awith boldnefs into the divine prefence.

Before our Lord left this world; he promifed his difciples
that he would fend them the Holy Ghoft, under the endear-
ing characters of the Comforter and Remembrancer °. Heuce
believers have infinite reafon to rejoice ; for they are fome-
times exceeding forrowful and low, mourning that they can-
not love God,, nor enjoy communion with him as they with,
nor experience that deadnefs to the world, nor affection for
Heaven and heavenly things, which it is their duty and
privilege to feel ; yet while the believer laments his want of.
conformity to God, the Holy Spirit defcends 20 bind up tle
broken-bearted, to give the oil of joy for mournings and the
garment of praife for the [pirit of heavinefs 7.

Again, The people of God are frequently reduced and
brought low, and in their unbelieving moments may be
ready to fay to thofe who try to comfort them, A/ men are
Jyars; Then the Holy Spirit 1s pleafed to bring former times
to their remembrance ; and they exclaim, as the Plalmift
did, I remember thee from the land of Fordan, and of the Her-
smonites from the hill Mizar 8,

But while we are in this thorny maze, we are never free
from f{in, and confequently feldom free from forrow ; we are
expofed to many temptations from various quarters; Satan,
that grand adverfary of mankind, continually watches us ; he
knows our weaknels, and what will fuit us; he therefore
prefents to the view of our minds, obje&s adapted to our
depraved appetites, and fometimes moft unhappily prevails.
‘What an inftance of this appears in David, when he mur-
dered Uriah, and took Baththeba to wife ? Therefore, when
a believer falls into fin, the Holy Ghoft fooner or later con-
vinces his confcience, and makes him exprefs himfelf like
the humbled penitent, Hawe mercy wupon me, O God ! accord-
ing to thy loving-kindnefs ; according to the nultitude of thy
tender mercies, blot out my tranfgreffions °.  The Spirit of
God doth not utterly forfake him, but only withdraws his
fenfible and comfortable prefence for a time; yet, though
forrow endure for a night, ‘joy fhall return in the morning ;
for he will reftore unto him the joys of falvation, and uphold
him from defpair and apoftacy.

¢ John xiv. 26, 7 Ia.Ixi.x.3. ® Pl xli. 6. 9 PL i1,

Laftly,
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Laftly, We are told by the great Apoftle of the Gentiles,
that God gives the Holy Spirit to his people, to be an earneff
of the heavenly inheritance *. This aflures us of, and
{fecures our perfeverance through every obftruéltion to, ime
mortal felicity ; and though our inherent ftrength, as faints,
be infufficient, yet the Blefled Spirit will firengthen us in
our inward man. It is impofhble that he can deceive us
therefore, if we are poffeflfed of the Holy Spirit, and if he
be the earneft of the inheritance of the faints in light, we
may with a holy confidence triumph as the Apoitle Paul
did, faying, I am perfuaded that neither death nor life, nor
angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things prefenty nor
things to comey nor heighty. nor depth, nor any other creature,
fhall be able to feparate us from the love of God which isin
Chrift Fefus our Lord *,

Thirdly, We proceed to the fufliciency of the operation
of the Holy Spirit, to accomplifh whatever he takes in hand.

This may be proved from his Omnipotence. That he had
2 fhare in creating the world, hath already been obferved :
and who but the Lord God Omnipotent could move upon
the waters, fix their bounds, and regulate and keep them
there, as he hath done from the beginning ? It may be far-
ther proved from the power he hath over dewils ; for, Chrift,
in the days of his fleth, -caft out devils by the power of the
Holy Ghott; (Matt. xii. 28.), but if be caff out devils by the
Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God is come unto you, We
may alfo confirm it by the power which he hath over wicked
men. Ananias and Sapphira both lied to the Holy Ghoft 3,
who, in the fame chapter, is called Gop ; and to refent this
infult offered to his Sacred Majefty, he fmote them both fo
that they died immediately.

The fufficiency of his operations to anfwer the ends for
which he is given, is manifeflt from the effeCiual and fur-
prifing change which he produces when he takes pofleflion
of thefoul. Where fhall we find a brighter inftance of
this than the Apoftle Paul, who was once Satan’s captive,
under ftrong delufions, under the dominion of fin, and in
total darknefs ;5 thirfling for the blood of the faints; but, in
the height of his mad career, ftopped by the voice of heaven,
and fent home an altered man; and afterwards declared
himfelf, that what things were gain to him before conver-
fion, he now ceunted lofs for Chrift’s fake 4.

The fufliciency of the operatiens of the Holy Ghoft on
the hearts of believers, is further manife{l from that holy

* Eph.i14. * Rom. viii. 38, 39. 3 A&lsv, # Phil.iil. 7. ,
magnanimity
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magnanimity and fortitude, with which fome of the faints
have {uffered tribulation in the caufe of religion, and for the
fake of Chrift 3 fuch as Daniel in the lions den—the three
children in the fiery furnace—the apoftles of the Lord Jefus,
and many fervants of God of a later date, who have chear-
fully embraced the ftake, been furrounded by fery faggots,
and (if we may fo fpeak) whofe heaven-born fouls have
afcended to glory in flamés of fire.

From what hath been faid, we may venture to aflirm,

Firft, that the fan&ification of believers: is the work of
the Holy Ghoft. Our Lord faid, He fBall receive of mine,
and fball fbew it unto you 5. This he fulfilled to the apoftles
on the day of Pentecoft, and to believers in all ages; the
Spirit imparting thofe meafures of Grace in time, which
were given to them of God in Chrift Jefus before the world
began 3 and as it is impoflible for us to obtain a fight of the
Redeemer’s glory, but as the Holy Spirit difcovers the
fame, fo likewife, by every believing view we have of him;
we are transformed into his glorious image 5 to which hea-
venly pattern we muft be conformed, before we can be faid
to be made meet to be partakers of the heavenly inheri-
tance.

Secondly, Strong confolations may be drawn from thefe
truths. - God hath made a provifion for all our miferies, and
the Holy Ghott will apply the fame as neceflity calls for it.
Do we fometimes complain of darknefs and conttaction of
mind ? let us remember, #hat where the Spirit of the Lord is,
there is liberty.  Call then upon him in the day of trouble,
and be will break the gates of brafs, and cut the bavs of iron in
Jfunder ®, and proclaim liberty to the captive mind. He
will not always lead us into temptation and trouble, but will
fometimes condu&t us to the top of the hills, whence we
fhall fee the land that is afar off, and behold the king in bis
beauty 7; then; with what contempt fhall we look down on
this world! But this is our confolation, that 7 is ot our
reft s we ftill thirft after Canaan, thofe fweet fields which
are’ beyond the {welling floods of death, whofe inhabitants
thall not fay, we are fick, and whofe iniquities fhall be for-
given them % Surely there is no pleafure in this world, to
be compared unto communion with God in Jefus Chrift;
it fometimes makes us exclaim with ardour, Make hafle, my
beloved, and be thou like to a roe, or to a young hart on the
mountains of [pices °.

5 John xvi. 14. ¢ Pf, cvii. 16. 7 Ifa. xxxiiio 17, 8 Ifa, xxxiii. 24.
9 Sol. Song, viii. 14.
D Thirdly,
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Thirdly, Let us enquire, are there none among us who
have left their firft love; none, who feem fo indifferent,
carnal, and fluggifh, as to make their minifters and brethren
very much fufpect their religion ; none, who feem to have
hardly religion enough to keep them within the pale of the
church? Surely, there are {fuchto be found. The true
ftate of fuch perfons is doubtful to us; however, we have a
few things to fay to them: If you find yourfelves dull and
inadtive in the ways of God, do not thkink of laying the
blame on the Spirit of God, faying, Ah! he is a fovereign;
but know this, that if you fin againft God, and caufe him to
withhold his kind influence, the blame belongs to you, and
not to God; and until you confefs the fame with brokennefs
of heart, you will not enjoy the tokens of his favour. We
entreat you to take care that you grieve not, nor quench the
Spirit, but pray, faying, Awake, O North Wind! and come,
thou South ! blow upon my garden, that the fpices thereof may flow
out : let my beloved come into bis gardeny and eat his pleafant
Sruits '

Laftly, It is probable that this letter may fall into the
hands of fome who regard not the operations of the Holy
One of Ifrael, nor underftand the fear of the Lord. Of fuch
perfons we have one queftion to alk—Can you lay your
hands upon your breafts, after having read this Ietter, and
folemrily declare, that it is a general defcription of your
fentiments and experience? 1f not, you are in the gall of
bitternefs and bonds of iniquity ; and fhould Ged difpatch
his meflenger, Death, to fummon your fpirits to his awful
bar, your cafe would be defperate beyond defcription and
remedy. Confider how many years God hath fpared you!
With what mercies your lives have been loaded, and how
great your obligations are to love and ferve the Lord! but
your greateft obligation arifes from your living in a gofpel-
land, where the trumpet of the everlafting gofpel founds;
and be aflured, that if you perifh under thefe advantages,
your guilt will be great indeed. But, God forbid that this
etter thould be a means of aggravating the punithment of
any, who through wickednefs and hardnefs of heart rejelk
the counfel of God againft themlelves !

But probably fome one willbe ready to fay, If I am an
enemy to God, this fevere method of reafoning will not
foften my mind ; it is like the tremendous wind, earthquake,
and fire, which Elijah faw, yet the Lord was not in them.

* Sol. Song, iv. 16.

But
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But know you not, that we are commanded to plow up
the fallow ground, and not to fow among thorns? Did
not the Apoftles, by the terrors of the Lord, perfuade men ?
However, for your encouragement, we are authorifed to tell
you, that any finner who feels an heart and inclination to come
to Jefus Chrift for eternal life, in God’s own appointed way,
is heartily welcome, and may hope that the Spirit of God
hath begun a good work in him, which fball be performed until
the day of Fefus Chriff*. Hear the words of Chrift, Him
that cometh unto me, I will in no wife caft out3. And now,
May the Spirit of Truth follow thele few lines with a
divine blefling.  dmen!

Signed on the behalf of the Affembly, by
JOSEPH MIDDLETON, Moderator.

2 Phil.i. 6. 3 John vi. 37.

BREVIATES.
TENTERDEN, 2d and 3d of June, 1790.

HAVING experienced much of God’s goodnefs through the
palt year, the minifters and meflengers of the affociated churches
met on Wednelday afternoon, about three o’clock, agreeable to
appointment ; and, imprefled with gratitude to God, and brotherly
love to one another, the folemnmity was begun with prayer by
Brother Purdy. The names of the minifters and meflengers
were called over, and Brother Middleton was chofen moderator,
and Brother Scott the {cribe. The moderator then read the
preliminaries of the Affociation ; after which, the letters from
the different churches were called for and read ; the contents of
which, we were happy to find, engaged us more to thankfulnefs
than mourning ; for the churches were (in general) in poffeflion
of much peace and harmony, and aware of the prevailing and
pernicious errors of the day. May God preferve the churches
trom every delufion !

The church at Battle requefted the affiftance of the minifters
of the affociated churches, during the abfence of their paftor.
The church at Battle likewife propofed the following quettion to
confideration, viz.—How far may the temporal concerns of a
church of Chrift be attended to on the Lord’s day? The Rev.
Mr. Stanger, paftor of the church at Beflel’s Green, in Kent,
propofed the church under his care to be a branch of the Affoci-
ation ; and it was refolved, that the faid church be requefted to
fend a letter to the affociated churches, at their next meeting,
declaring explicitly their faith and order ; after which our bres
thren, Smith and Butcher, concluded the meeting with prayer.
Divine worfhip began at feven o’clock, by finging. Brother

Dz Farmery,
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Farmery, from Difs, in Norfolk, who was at this time in Kent,
colle¢ting for his meeting-houfe, prayed. Brother Cromwell
preached from 1 Thefl. v. 12, 13. and Brother Booker concluded
with prayer. i

Refolved, That the advice- of the aflociated minifters and mef-
fengers to the church at Battle, in anfwer to their queftion, is
this, ¢ That the temporal concerns of a thurch ought not to be
attended to on the Lord’s day, except when it be abfolutely
neceffary.”

Thurfday morning met at fix o’clock. Brother Atwood and
Brother Parham prayed. Brother Wake, who had been appointed
to draw up the circular letter, read the fame, which, being ap-
proved, was ordered to be printed.

The brethren, Purdy and Vidler, were defired to draw up plans
for an aflociation-fund, and to lay them before the next meeting.

The cafe at Uckfield in Suffex, and Difs in Norfolk, were
voted to be good cafes, and worthy of recommendation.

On account of the filence of the church at Rotherfield, the
Affociation confiders that church asno longer a branch of their
body. The moderator concluded with prayer.

Divine worthip began at ten o’clock. Brother Wake began
with prayer. Brother Purdy preached from 1 Thefl iii. 7, 8.
Brother Stanger, after fuitable hymns were fung, concluded with

rayer.
P Letterswere read from the Charleftown Aflociation in Americag
and it was agreed that Meflys. Lloyd, Copping, Purdy, Atwood,
Vidler and Middleton, fhould compofe a committee of corre-
fpondence.

Brother Atwood propofed the following queftion to the Aflo-
ciation, viz.—Whether any matter refpe&ing church government,
can be received by this Affociation from any church not belong-
ing toit? Anfwered in the negative.

Refolved, That the next Affociation be held at Rye, on
Wednefday and Thur{day in the Whitfun-week. Brother Lloyd
to introduce the bufinefs of the Affociation, in a fuitable dif-
courfe. DBrother Wake and Brother Copping to preach on
Thurfday ; and in cafe of failure, the brethren Vidler and
Middleton. Brother Lloyd to draw up the circular letter. Put
up at the George.

State of the Affociated Churches.

Baptized - . - - - - 43
Received by letter - - - . 3
Difmifled - - - - - - 2
Excluded - - - - - - 12
Dead - - - - - - - 1

Increafe 2r

THE
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THE
WESTERN LETTER,
ON TRUTH, AND ERROR..

The Elders, Minifters, and Meflengers of the feveral Baptift
Churches, meeting at Falmouth, Chacewater, Plymouth
Docky Plymouth, Kingsbride, Bovey-Tracey, Exon, Trverton,
Lyme, Loughwood, Prefcott, Wellington; Pithay, and Broad-
mead, Briftol, and Thornbury. Having received letters
allo from Portfmeuth, Sarum, Bratton, Melkfbam, Calne,
Bradford, Crockerton, Fromey Paulton, Cheltenbam, Horfley,
Wotton, Grittletsn, Sodbury, Bridgewater, Hatch, Chard,
Horfington, Upottery, Stoke-Gomery Cullurspton, and Bamp-

ton.
Being met in affociation at PLYMou TH, May 25, 26, 17g0.

To the {iveral churches they reprefent fend Chriftian
falutation.

Dear Brethren!

Y3IEING cnce more permitted to meet together, and

LEaving coufidered tic accounts received from the
feveral churches in this connedlion, it is with pleafure we
inform you, that many of them heve had additions, and fome
of them very confiderable.—This, amidft the many trials and
cares we are called to encounter, has given us joy, and
afforded us matter for mucl thankfuiacis: neverthelefs we
cannot but with rea! forrow and the deepeft coacernbehold the
rapid {trides that error is making in this ..vv day of fplendid
profedien s and though, brethren, we are per{uaded better
thiags of you, yet we think it needfui to write unto you, and
to exhort you earneitly to contend for the faith once delivered
to the faints. To this end, we pray you to remember the
hole of the pit from whence ye were digged——to remember
the deplorable condition of the human race in a ftate of
nature,

“¢ Sprung from the man, whofe guilty fall
Corrupts his race, and taints us all.”

This declaration of that pious divine, and fweet finger of
Ifrael, Dr. Watts, mufl be, more or lefs, the experimental

language of every regenerate foul.
D3 There
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There are two benefits which naturally fpring from this
confideration, viz. The knowledge of our own ftate; and a
proper view of the moving, meritorious, and eflicient caufe
of our falvation.

By refleCting properly on the fall, we fhall be led to fee,
that through our firft parents difobedience, man becams,
obnoxious to the juftice of God; for the fcriptures declare,
all have finned in him: But this is not the only evil that
Adam our federal head brought upon us; we have likewife
derived from him a corrupted nature, through the influence
of which we became praltically unrighteous, and confe-
quently a¢tual tranfgreflors before God.  This is the awful
ftate of every fon and daughter of Adam 5 for God himfelf
declares, A/ are gone out of the way; there is none righteous,
no not ome. Hence it appears, that man, by nature, has
neither power nor inclination to deliver himfelf from the
miferable ftate into which his guilt has plunged him ; and
the fcripture declares, that by the deeds of the law there fball
no flefb be juftified in the fight of God. Rom. iii. 20. This
being properly confidered, the foul will be led to look fur-
ther than felf for deliverance; and the favourite cry of the
day, Do and live, will be exploded.—He will exclaim with
Paul, Thanks be to God for bis unfpeakable gift I Bleffed be the
God and Father of our Lord Jefus Chrift, awho bath bleffed us
awith all fpiritual bleffings in beavenly places in Chrif} ; according
as he hath chofen us in kim, before the foundation of the avorld,
that we fhould be holy and without blame before him in love ;
having predeflinated us unto the adeption of children by Fefus
Chrift to bimfelf, according to the good pleafure of his avill.
Eph. i. 3, 4, 5. and will {fay with the fame apoftle in another
place, Wha hath faved usy and called us with an holy calling,
not according to our works, but according to his own purpofe and
graces which was given us in Chrift Fefus before the world
began. 2 Tim. 1. 9.

With thefe views, God will be honoured, and the aflicted
confcience comforted; the foul will catch the flame of hea-
venly love, from the free love of the Father, in chufing, and
in gwing Chriit to fuffer and die for guilty, helplefs finners;
and faith, looking to a crucified Chnft, will produce genu-
ine repentance in the foul, agreeable to the promife made of
old, Zech. xti. 10. They fball look upon me whom they have pierced,
and they fball mourn, {&°c. Thus the foul, fan&tified through
the truth, will experience the happy fulfilment of that
precious promife made by the Redeemer, John viii. 32.
And ye foall know the truth, and the truth fhall make you frt’;.

: IF
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If the fon therefore fball make you free, ye fball be free indeed.
Hence God will have all the praife and glory, both as the
redeemer and fantifier of his people ; and the foul, enjoy-
ing the ineftimable blefling of union with Chrift, will find
faith more or lefs in exercife, going out in the workings of
divine love, leading him to glorify God by a life of evangelical
obedience; he willnot defer hiscoming to Chrift; will nottarry
to blow up the {parks of affe€tion on thie altar of felf-righteouf-
nefs, in order to qualify himfelf for acceptance. All true belie-
vers, who know Chrift, the fountain of life and grace, will
come to him empty, confcious they have nothing to bring, but
weaknefs, guilt, and mifery ; and as he has ordained peace for
them, he will therefore work all their works in them, for it is
God that worketh effe€tually in them both to willand to do of
his good pleafure. Phil. ii. 13. and his providences, word, and
Spirit, diret all their fteps. Pfal. xxxvii. 23. In this view
of evangelical truth, -it is eafy to fee, that an holy walk and
converfation is conne&ed with a true faith in Chrift, as the
fruit and effe€t of union with him ; when the tree is made
good, the fruit will be good alfo. Matt, vil. 17. Believers
are fubjects of fpecial grace: Chrift, through the agency of
the eternal Spirit, is formed in them the hope of glory ; con-
fequently fin cannot have the dominion over {uch chara&ers,
for they are not under the law, but under grace. Rom. vi. 14.
And if weattend to the voice of infpiration, we thall find this
to be the great end propofed by God in chufing to himfelf a
people: hence, hislanguageconcerningthem is, 7 his pegple have
1 formed for myfelf, they flall fhev forth my praife, Ia. xlii. 21.
This fame view the apoftle Peter maintained in his addrefs to
the fcattered Chriftians, 1 Pet. ii. 9. But ye are a chofen genera-
tiony, a royal priefthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that
ye fbould _/ge‘w Jforth the praifes of him awho hath called you out of
darknefs into his marvellous light.  And likewife St. Paul, in
his epiftle to the Ephefians, who having particularly infifted
on the rich mercy of God, and the great love wherewith he
loved them, even when they were dead in fins, chap. ii. 4, §.
tells them, verfe the 1oth, that they were God’s workman-
thip, created in Chrift Jefus unto good works, which God
had before ordained that they fhould walk in them. And
addrefling himfelf to his fon Titus, he exhorts him to fpeak
the things which became found doétrine, and to enforce
different duties on various charalters in their refpetive
ftations; for he faith, chap. ii. 11, &c. The grace of God
that bringeth falvation, reacheth us, that, denying ungodlinefs and
worldly luftsy e fbould live foberly, vighteoufly and godly in this
D4 prefent
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prefent aworld : Jooking for that bleffed hope, and the glorious ap~
pearing of the great God, and our Saviour Fefus Chrifty who gave
bimfelf for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify
unto bimfelf a peculiar people, zealous of good aworks.

‘We would therefore fay, brethren, our hearts defire and
prayer to God for you all is, that you may be enabled, by
your pious conduct and geod converfation, fo to make mani-
feft your union with Chrift, and faith in him, that we,
whom the Lord hath placed in his Church as under {hep-
herds, may with pleafure fay, We are bound to give thanks
always to Gody for youy brethreny beloved of the Lord, becaufe
God hath from the beginning chofen you to falvation, through
[antlification of the Spirity and belief of the trurh. 2 Fhefl. ii. 13.
We are then perfuaded, brethren, you will fee it to be both
your duty and privilege to guard againft two errors in par-
ticular, which in our day prevail among perfons profefling
godlinefs.

The firft is the leaven of Arminianifm, which, by aflerting
and maintaining a power in the creature either to receive or
rejedt the grace of Chrift, and infifting on certain qualifica-
tions, fuch as repentance, love, good frames, and holy
difpofitions prior to juftification, difleminates around the
feeds of Popery, denies the eleting love of the Father, the
finithed work of the Son, and the powerful operations of
the Holy Spirit which the feriptures declare to be irrefiftible;
and by denying the perfeverance of the faints, gives God
himfelf the lie, who declares, that where he has begun the
good work, he will perform it until the day of Jefus Chrift.
Phil. i. 6. and that none fhall pluck his fheep out of his
hands; it makes God unrighteous in permitting thofe to
perith, for whom his juftice has received full fatisfaCtion.
As thefe are but a few of the many evils which flow from
Arminianifm, we exhort you, brethren, to beware of this
pernicious do&trine: ftand faft in the liberty wherewith
Chrift hath made you free, and be not entangled again with
the yoke of bondage.

But a fecond error, of which we have too much caufe to
complain, is the baneful and pernicious poifon: of Antino-
mianifm. "We would not here be underftood to refer to that
dolirine, which maintains juftification to be independent of
the deeds of the law, asa free a&t of God’s divine fovereignty
and love, founded on the perfe&t atonement and obedience
of Chrift, and made manifeflt to us through the effe¢tual
operations of the Eternal Spirit, which through enmity or
ignorance has been branded with this epithet 3 but we would
be underitood to fpeak of that horrid do€rine which makes

God
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God the author of fin, by charging it on his abfolute decrees;
and the minifter of fin, by denying the fanctification of the
Spirit, and {ubflituting the holinefs of Chrift as imputed
for our fan&ification; and which further aflerts, that God
does not punith or chaften his people for fin, though he
exprefsly declares the contrary in his holy word. Thus the
advocates for Antinomiani{m turn the doétrine of the grace
of God into licentioufnefs ; and fo far as they hold the truth,
hold it in unrighteoufnefs, and thercby bring the glorious
Gofpel of Jefus Chrift into difefteem. The pernicious
influence this dorine hath on the mind, too evidently
appears in the lives of its profeffors ; therefore, brethren,
we befeech you to fice from this growing evil. Contend
earneftly for the power of the Gofpel, and for the effe&ts
and evidences of union with Chrift through fan&ification
and holinefs, without which no man fhall {ee the Lord;
for if any man have not the Spirit of Chrift, he isnone of
his.

But there is yet another error, againft which we think it
our duty to guard you, which in its confequences, if received,
will prove as pernicious as either of the former, we mean a
denying the Divinity of Jefus Chrift; for if Chrift be not a
divine perfon, poflefling all fulnefs of deity, then his death,
refurreCtion and afcenfion, are rendered of none effe@, the
Gofpel is a mere jumble of inconfiftencies, a heap of flat
corntradictions, and the whole race of Adam are yet in their
fins 5 for, with the atonement of Chrift, which could only
be rendered efficacious by his divinity, our prefent and
future happinefs ftands connelted and fecured ; therefore
Paul’s language to the Corinthians was, [ am determined to
knoaw nothing among you, fave Fefus Chrifly and bim crucified.
He couldnot intend by this expreflion, that Clirift fuffered
as a'martyr, and died only to feal the truth of his do&rine
awith his blood 3 but undoubtedly meant what ke athrms in
other places of his in{pired Epiftles, that Chrift died a facri-
fice for us, died for our fins, and rofe again for our juflification :
awas made fin_for wus, who knew no fin; that ave ight be made
the vighteoufnefs of God in him, 2 Cor. v. 21. And that by
making his foul an offering for fin, he became the end of
the law for righteoufnefs to cvery one that belicveth.—
This do€trine of the atonement of Chrift, which cannot be
fupported without his divinity, is conneed with, and
deeply concerned in all our graces, dutics, and privileges.

If we fpeak of faith, repentance, love, hope, prayer,
praife, or obedience to the commands of God and Chrift,

thele
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thefe all fall to the ground ; they are of no confequence to
us, unlefs founded on the divinity and atonement of Chrift.
OQur faith cannot avail us, if it does not reft here. Hence
Paul fays, God bath fet forth bis Son to be a propitiation for fin,
through faith in bis blood.  Our hatred to fin, and repentance
for it, is built on this doCtrine; and the Apoitles have
ufed this as the chief argument for that purpofe in all their
writings. Does not our love, as flowing from faith in the
blood of Chrift, centre here? Yea, does not alfo our hope
depend on the death and refurreCtion of Chrift 2— Surely
it does.

Hence the Apoftle fays, Rom. v. 5. Hope miaketh us not
afbamed, becaufe the love of God is fbed abroad in our bhearts by
the Holy Ghofl, which is given unte us. Ior awhen awe were
yet without firength, in due time Chriff died for the ungodly.
And our accels to God, by prayer and praife, is only through
this medium, Heb. x. vg. Having therefore, brethrens boldnefs
to enter into the bolieft by the blood of Fefusy, &c. let ws draw
near with a true bearty in full affurance of faith, baving our
bearts [prinkled from an evil confcience, &c. This the Apoftle
calls fprinkling of the blosd of Fefus. Our obedience, to his
ordinances reft on this do@rine of Chrift’s atonement; we
arc commanded to break the bread, and take the cup at the
Lord’s table in remembrance of it. And the ordinance of
Baptifin has the fame bafis; this it was meant to fhadew
forth, and was therefore ordered to be adminiftered in the
name of the Son, as well as the Father and Spirit.  More-
over, all the promifes made to men reflpelting pardon of
fin, juftification, acceptance with God, fan&tification, peace
of confcience, joy in the Holy Ghoft, anfwers to prayer, and
all prefent enjoyments, as well as future glory, flow freely
through this channel—the divinity and atonement of
Chyift,

Suffer then, brethren, the word of exhortation: examine
youricives, fearch the Scriptures, for in them you have the
mind and will of God relative both to your faith and prac-
tice. We affcCionately fympathize with you in your
afiftions, and mourn for the late breaches made in churches
and families by Lercaving providences; but who can fay to
the Almighty, What doefi thou ? He taketh away, and who
can hinder ? Yet remember, beloved, though friends and
minifters die, and earthly comforts fail, your Redeemer
liveth, he is King in Zion, the government is upon his
{houlders, he is a very prefent help in trouble ; whatever
he is pleafed to deprive you of, he affures you, that he will

never
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never take away his loving kindnefs from you, nor fuffer his
faithfulnefs to fails for be bath faid, I will never leave thee,
2ov forfake thee. Heb. xiil. g.

And now, brethren, we commend you to God, and to the
word of his grace: may you be found with your lamps
trimmed, and oil in your vefels, looking for and expelting
the coming of the Lord Jefus Chrift; for unto them that
look for him, fhall he appear the fecond time, without fin,
unto falvation. In the mean time, that God may help you
to adorn the dotrine of your Saviour in all things, walking
as children of the light, to the praife and glory of him, who
hath faved you and called you with an holy calling, is the
prayer of

Your affetionate brethren
in the faith and hope of the gofpel,
PHILIP GIBBS.

Signed alfo, on behalf of the Affembly, by

the Moderator,
C. EVANS.
Plymouth, May 26, 1790.

BREVIATE S
TUESDAY afternoon, May 25, met at fix.—Brother Redding

began in prayer; the preliminaries were read ; brother Evans, of
Briftol, was chofen moderator; the letters from the churches
were read, minutes taken, and the fervice concluded in prayer by
our brother Dunn, at nine.

Wednelday morning, May 26, met- at feven.—Our brethren
Thomas of Prefcot, Hugh Giles, Jofeph Dawfon, and Norman,

rayed.

P Kt half paft ten met again.—Our brother Sprague prayed.
The moderator preached from 2 Cor. iv. 5. We preach not our-
Selves, but Chriff Fefus the Lord.  Brother Penn concluded in
prayer.

Met agazin at four in the afternoon.—Brother Hugh Giles
prayed. Our brother Tommas, of Briftol, preached from Ezek.
xliit. 12, This is the law of the houfe ; upon the top of the mountain,
the whole limit thereof round about fhail te moft holy : behold this is the
law of the boufe.  Brother Tommas prayed, the circular letter
prepared by our brother Gibbs was read, and the public affembly
difmniffed with the ufual beredi@ion at fix.

The minifters and meffengers then fettled the bufinefs of the
ifociation fund, and other matters that came before them ; and
at feven the Moderator clofed the whole with prayer.

It
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Tt was earneltly recommended by one of the churches, that a
caution fhould be inferted in the general letter againft haftily ad-
mitting minifters to preach in the churches, whole charaéters are
dubious, or but little known, as the peace of many churches has
been thereby deftroyed, and many evil confequences arifen. The
very mention of fuch a needful. and falutary piece of advice is
judged fufficient, as it carries with it, to every confiderate mind,
its own recommendation.

The following letter, reccived laft year from Granville Sharp,
Efq; was read, and a third benefaction of five guineas was voted
to the treafurer of the truly honourable committee for the abo-
lition of the Slave Trade, as a further teftimony of our high
approbation of their zealous efforts to obtain the removal of fo
great an evil.

Rev. Sir, Leadenhall-fireet, London, Fuly 13, 1789.

Having communicated the relolution of the Weftern Baptift
Affociation at Horfley, dated the 3d and 4th ult. to the com-
mittee of the {ociety for effecting the abolition of the Slave Trade,
I recetved their direftions to requeft that you will be pleafed to
gequaint that affociation, that their approbation of the endea-
vours of this committee, and their fo hearty concurrence with us
in the purpofes of our inititution, affords very great fatisfadtion
to the committee, and encouragement to their fteady perfeverance :
and they alfo defire me to acknowledge the receipt of the {econd
fub{eription from the affociation, of five guineas, which has been
received by the treafurer of this committee.

I am, with great refpe&,
Rev. Sir,
Your moft obedient, humble {ervant,
GRANVILLE SHARP,
Rew. Mr. Horfey, Chairman.
Mederator of the Weflern Baptiffi Affociation,
at Horfley, Gloucefler foire.

Agreed, To recommend to the churches a2 monthly meeting of
prayer, the firlt Monday evening in every month, for the pouring
out of the Holy Spirit, and the promifed bleflings of the latter day ;
and Mr. Jonathan Edwards’s Sermons on that {ubje&, reprinted
lately, and fold by M. Button, Newington-Caufeway, London,
price nine-pence only; in which fuch a meeting is ftrongly en-
forced, and which has already been adopted, not only by two of
our own affociations, but by many other minifters and churehes of
different denominations.  The fervent effectual prayers of the
righteous avail much.

Agreed, To hold the next affociation at Wotton-Under-edge,
Gloucctterfhire, Tuefday and Wednefday in the Whitfun-week,
to begin at three precifely on Tuefday. = Our brethren, Birt of
Plymouth Dock, and Day of Wellington, to preach the fermons;
or, in cafe of failure, our brother Kingdon. QCur brother
Sprague to prepare the circular letter. I

n
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In the ASSOCIATED CHURCHES, the laft year, there were

Baptized, - - - 166 Dead, - - - - 46
Received by letter, - 10 Difmiffed, - - - 4
Reftored, - - - 3 Excluded, - - - 10
179 6o

Increafe, - - - 11Q.

AN ACCOUNT oF THE
ASSOCIATION 1x NORFOLK axp SUFFOLK,
To the Rev. JOHN RIPPON.

Rev. Sir, Ringshall.

RECEIVED your’s, and, as far as I am able to form a
judgment of your intended Regifter by the propofals
you fent me, I do approve of it, and wifh to promote it to
the uttermoft of my power. And, Sir, according to your
requeft, I fhall give you the beft information I can of the
feveral churches of our denomination in NorroLk and
SurrorLk. Thefe churches in affociation, are fix: viz.
Woifiead in Norfolk : this church is now, and has been
for many years under the paftoral care of the worthy, Iabo-
rious, ufeful, and aged fervant of God, Mr. Edward Trivett;
this is the largeft and the moft ancient of the whole, and is
in a flourifhing condition. The next to this, is fituate at
Claxton in Norfolk, and is at prefent under the care of
Mr. Henry Utting, a very aged and infirm difciple of Jefus:
this church is but fmall in number, though very refpetable.
The next of thefe churches meets for the worlhip of
God, at
Skelfhanger, but formerly at Rufball in Norfolk, and is
under the paftoral care of Mr. Thomas Smith : this is but
fmall, and by reafon of fome trials which they have met
with, is apparently upon the decline. The Iaft of thefe
Norfolk churches in affociation, is fituate at
Great Yarmouth, under the paftoral care of Mr. Jabez
Browne, a very judicious and humble fervant of Jefus Chrift :
this church is not large, but, through a divine blefling upon
the labours of their prefent minifter, appears to be in a
fiourifhing and increafing condition.
There
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There are but two churches of our denomination in the
county of Suffalk ; the firft is fituate at

Ipfwich, tormerly at Woolverflone, a parifh about four
miles diftant from Ipfwich, at this time under the paftoral
care of Mr. George Hall, and is very refpectable. This peo-
ple were formerly a branch of Colchefler, under the paftoral
care of Mr. John Rootfey; but after his death, they embodied
together as a feparate church, as faras T can recollet, about
thirty-five years ago, and chofe for their paftor, Mr. Samuel
Sowden, who laboured amongft them in his Mafter’s work
about fixteen years, and was then removed by death, I
doubt not, to the Church Triumphant ;—much refpelled
and lamented by all the churches with which he was con-
neéted. The laft of thefe affociated churches is that at

Wattishamn, in the county of Suffolk, and is under the
paftoral care of him who is leaft of Saints, and chief
of finners, John Hitchcock. This church, from a very fmall
beginning, was feparately embodied in the year 1763: in
the fame year, the church chofe and ordained the above-
named John Hitchcock to be their under fhepherd, who has

ontinued according to his poor abilities to this day, not,

ie hopes, without the divine blefling, and fome fuccefs in
{preading the Redeemer’s kingdom and intereft. A prayer-
meeting of three perfons was followed with the baptifm of
twenty-eight, who formed themfelves into a church, and
have fince greatly increafed. Not unto me, but unto the
Lord’s name, be the glory!

The firft affociation of thefe churches was in the year 17693
our laft meeting was held at #orfead in 1790. But, Sir, 1
would inform you, though there are but two Baptift churches
in Suffolk, yet there are feveral befide thofe in affociation
with us, in the county of Norfolk, as Noravich, Lyn, Elden,
and one not long fince planted at Difs, where M}I)' Charles
Farmery is lately fettled. This, Sir, is only a fhort and
imperfet account of things: I have not fuch materials at
prefent®, as would have enabled me to have given a more
full and perfe one. Pleale to fend me thirty copies of
the Regifter, and I will remit you the money direitly.

1 remain your Servant and Brother,
In the bonds of the Gofpel,
JOHN HITCHCOCK.

* Since the above was written, Mr. Hitchcock has been fo good as
to intimate a defign of favouring the Regilter with a more copious ac-
eount of the churches in this conneion.

THE
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THE
NORTHERN ASSOCIATION.

HE Brethren belonging to this ancient aflociation now
T and then have printed their letters ; but no one has yet
appeared for the year 17go.  This union confifts of feven
churches, which, from their fituation, are called The Eaflern
and Weftern Diffrict.

THE EASTERN DISTRICT.

HAMSTERLEY Durbam  Charles Whitefield, paft.

RowLEY Ditto John Rofs, ditto
NeEwcasTLE upon
Tyne Northumberland

THE WESTERN DISTRICT.

BrROUGHTON Cumberland  Jacob Hutton, paftor
WHITEHAVEN Ditto William Graham, ditto
HawxksHEADHILL Lancafbire

'TOTTLEBANK Ditto Thomas Harbottle, ditto

It is propofed, that thefe churches fhall have an annual
affociation in the month of June in each diftrick alternately ;
the churches in whofe diftri&t it is not, to meet a month
before by their Minifters and Meflengers, and to depute
one Minifter at leaft, to carry their letters, and reprefent
them all in the general aflociation for that year: diftance
of fituation is mentioned as the principal reafon of this
plan, and it is prefumed that the communion of thefe
churches may be thus maintained, and the advantages of an
affociation enjoyed. An accurate account of this affocia-
tion from the year 1699, is come to hand, drawn up for
the Regifter by Brother Charles Whitefield, of Hamflerley,
confifting of above feventy clofe pages in quarto.

THE
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THE

WELSH LETTER?
ON CHURCH DISCIPLINE.

The Minifters and Meffengers of the faveral Charches of
Jefus Chrift, in South and North Wales, owning the
only true God, viz. the Scripture Trinity, the Father,
Son and Spirit, in union infeparable, yet diftinguifhable ;
holding likewife faith before baptifm ; the major part
pra&ifing the laying on of hands on the baptized; all
holding that the Brpre is our perfect rule; and our
belief refpefling its truths is to be feen, partly in the
Confeffion of Faith ufually mentioned, and alfo in our
fermons and religious practices : Met in aflociation at
Dolau, in the county of Radnor, on the 8th, gth, and 1otk
of June 1790,

To the feveral Churches we reprefent, Greeting.

Dear Brethren!

S it is the laft time you are to be faluted in this
manner, we wifh affeCtionately to animate you to
hold faft the faithful word, and to keep the unity of the
Spirit in the bond of peace: with a view to this end, we
judged it meet to put into your hands, this year, the follow-
ing direCtions, with a defire that you may retain them in
your hearts. They are
Some articles relating to Church Difcipline, briefly dif-
cufled, and defigned to aflift the difciples of Chrift to know
their duty and privilege; and that all the Baptift churches
in Wales may underftand how to walk by the fame rule,
and mind the fame things concerning difcipline, fo far as
they fee thefe particulars to agree with the wholefome
words of our Lord Jefus Chrift, and the dofrine which is
according to godlinefs.
1. Let us confider what a church is according to the
Scripture.

* Contrary to the original defign, this letter is fomewhat abridged,
and in two or three places a little altered fince it was tranflated ; but the
Breviates of the Affociation are given at length,

Firf,
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Firft, It denotes all God’s elet, Heb. xii. 23.—all that
are redeemed by Chrift, Jews and Gentiles, Matt. xvi. 18.
¥ph. v. 25, 26, 24. 32.—beloved of God, and called to be
Saints, Rom. i. 7. In this fenfe we call it the invifible
church, not known unto the world. 1 John iii. 1.

Secondly, A congregation of profefling people, as a na-
tion; fo Ifrael, according to the flefh, were accounted a
church, Acts vii. 38.

Thirdly, A congregation of perfons under the New Tefta-
ment, Jews and Gentiles, profefling faith in Chrift, and
repentance towards God; as the church at Jerufalem, at
Corinth, and the feven churches of Afia. In this fenfe,
good and bad conftitute the church, Mat. xiii. 47, 48. and
xxii. 10. Some foolifh virgins are among the wife; and
fome unprofitable fervants, without the wedding garment.
But the profefled order, by which they came into the church,
is this; they firft gave their ownfelves unto the Lord, then
to his church, 2 Cor. viii. 5. In this view we call it, 2
vifible church.

2. It has been, and ftill is, neceflary to have officers in every
church, A&s xiv. 23. (1) Elders or minifters, to preach
the word, and adminifter ordinances. (2) It is convenient
alfo to have other elders, as helps, to preferve due order,
1 Cor. xii. 28. (3) Deacons are likewife neceffary in the
church, 1 Tim. iii. 8. &c. to ferve tables, Ats vi. 2, 3. to
{ee that the ox which treadeth out the corn be not muzzled,
1 Cor. ix. 9, 1o. and that the poor are not negle¢ted. The
qualifications of the officers fhould be according to the
Scripture, 1 Tim. iii. 1. &c. and their humber according to
the number and extent of the church.

3. Itis proper that the members of a church fhould bind
themfelves to the Lord, and to each other, by covenant. We
often find that the people of Ifrael entered into covenant,
and bound themfelves by vows, Deut. v. 27. and xxix.
10—12. Neh. x, 28. &c. And we have reafon to conclude,
that under the New Teftament, fome engaged by covenant ;
for they are mentioned as fruce-breakers, under the form of
godlinefs, 2 Tim. i, 3. 5. Reafon and experience fhew,
that no fociety can be fupported orderly, comfortably, and
peaceably, without it. This covenant at leaft implies thefe
things; (1) that the perfons bind themfelves to ftrive againft
fin, and for the faith; or in other words, to lay afide the
fervice of Sin and Satan, and cleave to the Lord, his wor-
thip and fervice; and adhere to the people of God, the
excellont of the earth, efpecially to thofe of the fame fellow-

B thip,
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fhip, remembring the old commandment and the new i3y
Love one anather ; (2) that they are to watch over one another
in love, to exhort each otherj and if it be needful, to
reprove and rebuke one another, but in the fpirit of the
Gofpel, and according to the rule of God’s word; (3) that
he who is overtaken in any fault fhould receive reproof,
rebuke, or advice, in humility, confefling bis fault; and
forfaking it; (4) that none fhould behave as bufy bodies
and tale-bearers, mentioning the bufinefs of the church to
the people of the world; (5) that all fhould endeavour to
keep their place in the church, net forfaking the affembling
of themfelves together, as the manner of fome is; (6) that
they fhould be willing and ready to contribute what may be
neceflary and meet for the {upport of the caufe of Chrif}, and
that according to what they have, and not to what they
have not.

4. Should any one of the church, through hardnefs of
heart, undervalue and forget God; and defpife his word,
his church, and the above covenant, and return to his for-
mer finful pratices, or become weorfe than before; with
fuch we are direCted not to keep company, no not to eat.
"The place of fuch is to be without the camp; and thould it
appear ‘that the plague is in his forchead, he fhould be
driven out in hafte, although he were a king, 2 Chron.
xxvi. 20. But if any member has fallen through a fudden
and fiery temptation, as Peter, and manifefts godly repent-
ance for fin as he did, fuch a perfon is an object of pity and
compaflion. Reflore hbim in the [pirit of mecknefs, confidering
thyfelf left thou alfo be tempted, Gal. vi. 1.

5. Itis proper that meetings thould be fupported in the
church every Lord’s day, for prayer, reading, finging praife,
and preaching the word; on which the minifter, the offi-
cers, and every other member, fhould carefully attend.
There are alfo more private occafional meetings to be kept
on other days, as prayer mectings, preparative meetings for
the Lord’s Supper; and befides thofe, it may be proper
and ufeful to keep meetings, to declare and hear what God
hath done for our fouls.

6. When members are not prevented by any lawful impe-
diment, arifing from ficknefs, reftraint of fuperiors, diftance
or badnefs of roads, and yet neglet filling up their place in
the church, while they can travel otherways for pleafure or
bufinefs, it is right to reprove them for their neglet of
affembling themielves together, that thus they may be
brought back into the bond of the covenant.

7. Should
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#. Should any member neglect his communion, it is right
to call him to an account, orto inform oneor more of the
officers, that they may enquire why he doth not walk in the
commandments and ordinances of the Lord, blamelefs.

8. Should a perfon wilfully continue to neglet his
place, after frequent warning; fuch an one virtually fepa-
rates himfelf, and therefore thould be excluded.

9. Church members fhould have great love for, and
maintain fellow-feeling with each other, as belonging to the
fame body ; then there would not be too much hafte in the
one to exclude the other.

10. Church members fhould be without refpect of per-
fons, and be very felf-denying ; then the rights of the poor
and the rich would be mutually regarded, and it would be
as eafly to bear as to do wrong, to forgive as to expect for=
givenefs.

11. As fome things may happen, which may not
appear fo plainly (to the weak in underftanding) to be
included in the above covenant; that is, fhould any matter
of importance arife, which it is difficult to adjuft, {fo as beft
to promote the honour of God, and benefit the perfon con-
cerned, without giving offence to others; in fuch a cafe,
the judgment and advice of the church fhould be afked, and
given according to the word of God:if the advice be
according to the Scriptures, and rejeted, fuch reje& the
word of the Lord, and what wifdom is in them ?

12. Let us obferve, that no perfon fhould be received into
church covenant or communion, without being baptized
after the example of the primitive church, Acks ii. 41, 42.

13. It is proper for young preachers to be kept within
the limits of the church, to be tried, 1 Cor. xiv. 29. until
the church in general judge them to be qualified, with
refpect to their underftanding, prudence, gifts, and con-
du&, for more public and extenfive fervice. And then let
the church they belong to certify it by a letter, that all
things may be done decently and in order, 1 Cor. xiv. 4o.
And let other churches, which they may vifit, require fuch
young preachers to produce their letter of recommendation,
and fee likewife that it be not of very old date, left the
be;{rers thould have forfeited their character fince it was
written.

14. When two churches meet near each other, it is right
not to receive one member from the other, till the two
churches firft confult together, and take time to confider

E2 the
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the matter well, efpecially if the two churches hold the
fame principles, that there may be no occafion of offenee
given to the church of God.

13. It is not proper to receive perfons from a diftant
place into occafional communion, without good evidence
that they are orderly members of the church to which they
belong 3 and no teftimonial fhould be {atisfattory, but what
is recently given. )

16. When a member is likely to fettle at 2 diftance, it
is proper for him to have a letter of difmiflion, in order to
enjoy the privileges of a regular church, that may be more
conveniently fituated for him. Philem. ver. 19.

BREVIATES

Several of us met on Tuefday in the afternoon; the fervies
was introduced in prayer by our brethren R. Edward and Zacha-
rias Thomas ; and after finging, the letters from the churches
were read, wherein we had pleafing information, though fome
things were mournful. The churches this year are moftly ia
union and peace among themfelves, and great additions are made
to {everal of them ; there are but few without fome increafe.
Brother Morris Jones is fettled Minifter of Llandyfaen church,
and brother David Powel of Nottage. Some camplain that they
are yet without Minifters. Llanwenarth church laments that
their beloved Minifter, Morgan Harris, is taken away by death.
Though there is a revival, reformation, and increafe in moft of
the churches, yet where people are like trees cumbering the
ground, they caufe much grief and lamentation. The letters
being read, the opportunity was clofed i prayer by David Evans
of Maes-y-berllan,

Wedne{day morning the public meeting was introduced in
prayer by our brethren David Evans of Cilfowyr, and Timothy
Thomas. Brother Edmund Watkins preached in Welfh from
Luke xiv. 22, 23. then brother Benjamin Francis preached in
Englifh from Phil. fii. 16. he repeated in Welfh, and concluded
that opportunity by prayer. After a little refrefhment, brother
Thomas Morris praved; brother John Evans of Roe preached
in Welth from 2 Cor. iv. 7. then brothey David Jones preached
in the fame language from Ifa. Ix. 7. Laftly, Brother J. Tho-
mas, of Leomintter, preached in Englifh from Jof. xxi. 45. and
conclided the public folemnity by prayer. Thefe laft fermons
were fthort, and there was ﬁnging at proper intervals through
the whole work of the day. Thur{day morning the meflengers
met : our brethren D. P. and J. Hier prayed 5 then the following
articles were agreed upon:

1. The
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1. The members of each quarterly meeting belonging to
this affociation, were defired to confult among themfe%ves re-
{pectively, concerning the Baptift Confeflion of Faith, whether it
be right to reprint it as it is, revifing the tranflation, or whe-
ther any thing fhould be added or abridged ; and to fend their
thoughts to brother J. Thomas, of Leominfter, who is to cor-
rectit,

2. To receive the new church at Neath a member of the affo-
ciation.

3. That the Northern churches meeting at Glyn, Ceiriog,
Cefn near Newbridge, Salem, Beaumaris, Ebenezer, Llan-
fachreth, Nevin, Horeb, and Ramoth, are from henceforth to be
an affociation by themfelves.

4. That the churches meeting at Neath, Pen-y-fai, Nottage,
Yhrad-dafodog, Peterfton, Hengoed, Twyn-gwyn, Bethelda,
Caerleon, Ulk, Pen-y-garn, Trofnant, Blaenau, Llanwenarth,
Chapel-y-ffeen, Maes-y-berllan, Builth, New Pentre and Dolau,
are to be another affociation. ,

5. That the churches meeting at Aberyltwith, Aberduar,
Pant-tég, Graig, Cilfowyr, Ebenezer, Llangloffan, Rhydwil-
im, Molefton, Salem, Porth-tywyll, Priory Street, (thele two
in Carmarthen) Llanelli, the old meeting-houfe in Swanfea,
the new meeting-houfe there, the Engine, Bryn Salem, and
Llandyfaen, form the third affociation.

6. That, as we agreed lat year to divide the aflociation into
three, as above, and our defign hath taken place this year, we
certify, that the above divifion is not the effect of any difagree-
ment in doétrine or difcipline, but with a view to the fpread of
the Gofpel, and the conveniency of the churches.

7. That, fhould it hereafter happen in the courfe of provi-
dence, and circumftances call for it, all the churches fhall meet
together by their Meflengers, in affociation, to endeavour, advife,
and order meafures for the proper fettling of any thing that may
caufe fuch an occafional extraordinary affociation, as well as to
brighten the golden chain of fellowfhip.

8. That our Minifters or church members who may go to either
of the above affociations, though they be not proper members
of that aflociation, fhall for that time partake of all the privileges
thereof.

9. That fhould any one of thefe churches, in fellowihip, here-
after ftand in need of charitable affiftance, fuch church is to have
Tibertyto go to the churches of the other affociations with a letter;
firft figned in the affociation to which that church belongs, by
the Moderator; but no more than one cafe in the year is to go out
of either of the aflociations. i

- 10, That each affociation fhall be at liberty to chufe what Mi-
nifters they pleafe to preach at their annual meeting, even
though fuch minifters thould belong to another affociation.

11. That the firft affociation be at Hengoed, on the firft
Wednefday and Thurfday ip June pext, brother David Evams,f

E3 o
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of Dolay, to preach; or, in cafe of failure, brother Morgan
FEvans : the letters to be read Tuefday afternoon,

12. The fecond affociation to be at Swanfea, on the fecond Wed-
nefday and Thur{day in June, brother W, Williams, of Cardigan,
to preach; or, in cafe of failure, brother J. Rees. The letters
to be read Tuefday afternoon.

13. The third affociation to be at Salem in Denbighthire, the
firlt Wednefday and Thurfday in July, brother Z. Thomas
named to preach; or, in cafe of failure, brother Morris Jones.
‘T'he letters to be read Tuefday afternoon.

14. That the chwch, in Priory Street, has leave to fend to
the churches to receive theif voluntary contribution towards de-
fraying the expences of building their meeting-houfe.

15. That the brethren in Merthyr Tydfl likewife be permit-
ted to fend to the churches, for help to defray the charges of
erelting their place of wordhip.

16. That a meeting of humiliation and thankf{giving, occafioned
by the circumftances of the ftate.and the churches, be kept on
the Wednefday month after the aflociation.

EDMUND WATKINS, Moderator,

Baptized in the feveral churches - - 544
Reftored - - - - - - 42
Received by letters from abroad* - - i
Dead - - - - 84 3
Excluded - - - - 101
Difmiffed . - - - I
—186
Increafe - - 407‘ ‘

* 'The Wellh charches do not include in their minutes, members received
or difmifled among themfelves, but: thofe from or to England, or any othey
diftant place, ;
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BAPTIST ASSOCYATIONS

O~ A W

9
10

11
12
13
14

15
16

X7
18

19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

l

Affeciations.

States in which they meet.

1 l Bowdoinham.
2| New-Hampthire.

‘Woodftock.
Vermont.
‘Warren.
Rhode-Iland.
Groton.
Stonington.
Danbury.
Shaft{bury.
Philadelphia.
Redftone.
Salifbury.
* Ketockton.
*Chappawamfick.
* Orange diftri&t.
*Dover do.
* Lower do. and Kehu-
key.
*Middle do.
*Upper do.
*Roanoak do.
*S. Kentucky.
N. Kentucky.
Ohio.
Holfton.
Sandy Creek.
Yadkin.
Charlefton.
Bethel.
Georgia.

The nine affociations in
this mark (*), meet in a General Committee, by their repre-
fentatives, at Rickmond, in the month of May annually.

Maffachufetts.
New-Hampthire.
New-Hampthire and Vermont,
Vermont.
Maffachufetts.
Rhodelfland and Maffachufetts.
Conne&icut.
Rhode-Ifland and Conneéticut.
Conneéticut.
Maflachufetts and New-York.
Pennfylvania.

do.
Maryland and Virginia.
Virginia.

do

do:
do.

do.

do.
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.
North Carolina.
do.
do.
South Carolina.
do.
Georgia.

and North Carolina.

and North Carolina.

the above lift, diftinguithed by
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Times of meeting. ‘Miniﬁ.{Chur.;‘l\/Iembcrs.'?
September. 8, 8| jo0
2d Wednefday in June. 71 81 3500
4th Wednefday in Sept. 14 124] 950
1ft Wednefday in O&. 6|11 gco
"Tuefday after 1t Wedn. in Sept. 25 | 41| 3400
3d Friday in Sept. 15 [ 12) 50O
3d Friday in June. 8|11 rgoo
3d Tuefday 1n O&. 10 | 13} 1000
4th Wednefday in Sept. 14 |15 870
1ft Wednefday in June. To | 22| 1500
1{t Tuefday in O&. 49 | 56| 4100
3d Saturday in O¢t. 9 |11} 600
3d Saturday in Aug. and O¢. 6 114! 1400
3d Friday in Aug. 10 | 12{ 650
2d Wednefday in Sept. 7 l14] 8s0
2d Friday in Oét. 22 | 32 4600
1ft Friday in May and O&. 36 |26 g100
4th Saturday in May and 2d in Odt. 45 | 51| 5500
1t Saturday in May and Oé&. 24 | 25| 2000
4th Saturday in May and 1t in O&. 11 | 18| 1200
2d Saturday in June and 4th in O&. 18 } 18| 2200
4th Friday in May and O¢t. 15 ) 14| 1200
May and O&. 10 {12} rioo
— ) 4| 5| 300
1ft Saturday in June and 2d in O&. 10 | 17| 1200
4th Saturday in O&. Io | 13| 1200
4th Saturday in April and Sept. 11 | 14| 8oo
4th Saturday in O&. 16 | 19 | 1850
2d Saturday in Aug. 9| 16| 1200
2d Saturday in May and O&. .22 | 31| 2700

452153350970

Churches not belonging to Afociations, 100]150| 8eco

552|733|58970
Seventh Day Baptifts, 12] 15] 2000

Sum total, 564]748/60970

From the beft accounts in 1789, there were within the limits of the
United States, three million eighty-three thoufand and fix hundred fouls,
‘This number, which is rapidly increafing, both by emigrations from
Europe, and by natural population, is compofed of people of almoft
all nations, languages, charaters, and religions. The greater part,

however, are defcended from the Englifh ; and, for the fakeof diftinétion,
ae called Anglo-Americans.
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MINUTES

OF THE
PHILADELPHIA BAPTIST ASSOCIATION,
Held at New-York, O&. sth, 6th, and 7th, 1790.

Tuefday, Ott. 5, 14090.
T three o’clock, P. M. Dr. Samuel Jones delivered the
introdu&ory fermon from John vii. 17. If any man
avill do bis will, ke fball know of the doirine, awhether it be of
God.
After worthip, proceeded to bufinefs. Dr. James Manning
was chofen moderator, and Brother William Van Horne,
clerk.
Letters from the churches wcere read, when it appeared,
that in this Affociation, the laft year, there were

Upon a profeffion of faith - - 264
Added {By letters of recommendation - - 56
Reftored after exclufion - - -- - 3

—323
By death - - - - 42
Diminithed  Difmiffion to other churches - . 117
Exclufion - - - - - 28

—1 87

——

Increafe 136

Letters from correfponding aflociations at Charlefton,
‘Warren, Keto&on, Shaftfbury, and Vermont, were read.
Alfo a letter from an aflociation lately formed at Danbury
in the State of Conne&icut, defiring union and correfpond-
ence with us. After the ufual enquiries refpecting their
do@rine and practice, their requeft was agreed to, and their
Meflenger, Elder Adam Hamilton, received. ~Adjourned
to nine o’clock to-morrow morning.

Wednefday, Oé. 6. met purfuant to adjournment.—
Anfwered a query from the church at the Scotch Plains, and
refolved, That in anfwer to requefts from the churches at
Cape May and Pitts Grove, Brethren Samuel Jones, Samuel
Morgan, William Van Horne, and Ezekiel Robins, be a
committee to prepare a letter to them on the fubject of their
difficulties, Adjourned to three o’clock, P. M.

Met
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Met purfuant to adjournment.—Voted, that Brother
S. Jones, Brother Hart, and Brother Allifon, be, and they
are hereby appointed, a committee to revife the materials for
A History or THE BarrTisT CHURCHES IN THE
Stare oF NEw JErsey, colleCted by Brother Morgan
Edwards.

Letters to the correfponding affociations ordered to be
prepared by to-morrow afternoon.  Adjourned to nine
o’clock to-morrow morning.

Sermion this evening by Elder Adam Hamilton, from
Heb. xii. 1, 2. Wherefore feeing awe alfe are compaffed about
awith fo great a cloud of witneffes; &ec. &c.

Thur{day, O&. 7. Met purfuant to adjournment.—A

letter written by Dr. Jones, oppofed to Univerfal Salvation,
being read, and efteemed very feafonable at this junéture,
it was adopted as the circular letter for the prefent year,
inftead of that prepared by Brother Fofter, agreeably to
appointment, which was alfo tead, and agreed to be
printed *.
" Refolved, that it be a ftanding rule of this Affociation,
that the circular letter be produced early in the feffions;
and being read, a committee thall be appointed to examine,
and, if neceflary, correlt it.

According to the recommendation of laft Affociation, in
which it was agrecd to raife a FunND for the education of
pious and promifing young men for the miniftry, the fol-
lowing churches paid in the monies raifed :

Lower Dublin, Pifcataway, Cohanfey, Hopewell, Brandy-
wine, Haights Town, Philadelphia, Scotch Plains, New-
York, Baltimore.

Adjourned to three o’clock, P. M.

Met purfuant to adjournment—Fixed on fupplies for
deftitute churches.

Letters to the correfponding affociations, according to
order of yefterday, weré brought in, read, &c. and approved.
Meflengers were appointed to feveral affociations.

This Affociation fincerely regret the failure of an appoint-
ment, the laft year, to addrefs the Prefident of the United
States ; but deem it at prefent out of feafon.

The Aflociation to be held, firft Tuefday in O&ober
next, in Philadelphia.

Brother William Van Horne is appointed to write the
circular letter for next year.

* Itis very well written, and muft appear in the Regifter.

Brother
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Brother Oliver Hart is appointed to preach the affociation
fermon next year ; and in cafe of failure, Brother William
Van Horne is requefted to be prepared.

Sermon this evening by Brother Thomas Fleefon, from
Rev. iii. 4. Thou haft a few names even in Sardis, which have
not defiked their garments ; and they fhall walk avith me in
white, for they are worthy.

CIRCULAR LETTER.

The Elders and Meflengers of the feveral churches
met in Affociation, in the City of New-York,
O&ober g, 1790—

To the feveral Churches in this Affociation, fend, Greeting-

Dearly Beloved !

E are happy, at the clofe of our annual meeting,
that we can fay it was agreeable and comfortable
through the whole. 'We had refrefhing news from feveral
churches in our connedtion, as well as from the affociations
that correfpond with us. It is a matter of joy, and calls for
our grateful acknowledgements, that peace and good order
fo generally prevail, and that the work of the Lord is carried
on with power in many places. We have, however, to
lamert, that there are fome appearances intwo or three of
our churches, of the leprofy of Univerfal Salvation. It
behoves us, then, humbly to implore the Divine mercy, and
to do our endeavour to prevent the {preading of {o dangerous
a plague. To this end, we have concluded to addrefs you
at this time on the fubject.

The notion of Univerfal Salvation, as now propagated,
is explained two ways. Some declare, that there is no hell 5
or if there be, that not any of the human race fhall
be fent there, but thatall, goodand bad, fhall be taken to
Hecaven together. Others {ay, that though there be a place
of future punithment, and though fome of the human race
are fent thither for a time, yet that they fhall all finally be
reieafed, and brought fafe to Heaven.

‘We doubt not, dear brethren, but it will feem firange to
fuch of you as may not have heard thefe things before, that
any who pretend to be the minifters of Chrift, fhould
advance fuch dangerous notions. Yet fo it is. He who in
the beginning gave divine revelation the lye, when he faid
to the woman, Xe fball not furely die ! has ever fince been going

about
I
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about like a roaring lion, feeking whom he may devour;
endcavouring, by various means, to deceive and lull nien
afleep 5 and his principal aim has been to evade the force
of divine trath.

As to the firft of thefe notions, namely, ¢ That not any
of the human race are ever fent to a place of future punifh-
ment, but that all, good and bad, are taken to Heaven,” we
fhall fay but little, becaufe we deem it unneceffary. The
Scriptures, on the one hand, are fo exprefs, particular and
pofitive; and on the other, the methods taken to evade
them are f{o difingenuous, that it is difficult for any one to
believe, that the patrons of this {cheme, ferioufly and in
carneft, believe it themfelves. The Scriptures pofitively,
and without equivocation, fay, that the wicked fball be turned
into Hell, and all the nations that forget Gody, Pf.ix. 17. The
awhole body fhould be caff into Hell, Matt. v.29. Caft ints
Hell-fire, Matt. xviii. 9. How can ye efcape the damnation of
Hell? Matt. xxiil. 33. Caff into Hell, Mark ix. 45. 47.
And in Hell be lift up bis eyes, being in torments, Luke xvi. 23.
Not to mention numerous other Scriptures, any more than
the diffolute manners which might be expected to attend,
and which actually have been the confequences of this licen-
tious tenet.

The other way of ftating this notion, namely, thas
“ though fome of the human race are fent to a place of future
punithment for atime, yet that they fhall all finally be
relealed, and brought fafe to Heaven,” merits more atten-
tion, becaufe it is more plaufible, though not more true.

Here we fhall attend to three or four confiderations :

1. That the Scripture is exprefsly againtt it.

2. That there are no Scriptures for it.

3. That there can be none, fince it would be Jikely to do
much hurt, but could do no good.

4. And laftly, that if the notion were in fome degree
probable, yet that it would be fafeft to rejeét it.

The Seripture exprefsly fays, that future punifhment wiil

For ever, 2 Pet. ii. 1. Jude 13.

For ever and ever, Rev. xx. 10. xiv. 11. xix. 3.
And we read of

Eternal damnation, Mark iii: 20.

Eternal judgement, Hebrews vi. 2.

Eternal fire, Jude 7.

Everlafting fire, Matthew xxv. 41. xviii. 8.

Everlafting punithment, Matthew xxv. 26.

And
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And of one fin, that iz fhall nt be forgiven, neither in this
avorld, neither in the world to come, Matt. xil. 32.—~In this
abfolute manner, the endlefs duration of the wrath of God
is exprefled : and to cut off every poflible evafion, there
are three things remarkable:

1. That the eternal duration of the punifhment of the
wicked, is exprefled in the very fame words as eternal
duration in general, Dan. ii. 20.

2. In the very fame words alfo whereby the eternal dura-
tion of the happinefs of the righteous is expreffed, Dan. xii.
2. Rev, xxii. §. John iii. 16. Matt. xxv. 26.

3. Nay, in the very fame words whereby the eternal dura-
tion of God himfelf is expreffed, Gen. xxi. 33. Pf. xc. 2.
Dan. vii. 27. Lam.v. 19. Deut. zxxil. 40.

Since the awful fubject before us is {o clearly revealed in
the word of God, it may feem trifling to undertake to thew
that there is no feripture in favour of a releafe from future
punithmemnt. Neverthelefs, it may be of ufe to mention the
principal {criptures that are pretended to hold forth a redemp-~
tion from hell, in order to thew, (faying nothing of the argu~
ments above) that there are generally reafons futhcient, rifing
out of the texts themfelves, and contexts, to {hew that they
mean no fuch thing as they arcbrought to prove. Thus, for
inftance, the a// men in 1t Tim. ii. 4, can never mean every
individual of the human race ; for there are fome who were
before ordained unto condemnation, and are veflels of wrath
fitted for deftruction, Jud. 4. Rom. ix. 22. but rather al
forts of men, as ver. 1. kings and peafants, rich and poor,
bond and free, male and female, young and old 5 and who
are therefore to be prayed for : nor can 2 Pet. iii. ¢. admit
of fuch an interpretation ; for this means, not any of the
us mentioned before, or the leloved in the 1t ver. nor 1 John
il. 2. which means that the benefits of Chrift were not to be
confined to the Jews only, but to be extended to the Gentiles
alfo : nor Rom. v. 18. for here the firft and fecond Adam,
and their refpective offspring, are put in oppofition, thewing,
that as the offspring of the one was loftby his fin, the offspring
of the other fhall be faved by his grace ; the one condemned
for one offence, the other faved from many offences: nor
Col. i. 20. for a/l, here, muft be underftood in a limited
fenfe; it canriot include angels in heaven, who could not be
reconciled to God, fince they never had been in z ftate of
irreconciliation 3 all the eleét of God, then, are meant, who
are {poken of as reconciled by the blood of the Crofs: nor
Eph. 1. 10. which only fays, that all 7z Chrift fhall be

4 broughe
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brought together, but not thofe who never were in him,
and die in their fins : nor 1 Cor. xv. 22. for this fpeaks of
the refurrection of the body from natural death, not of a
refurreGion from fpiritual death: nor Rom. xi. 32. which
fpeaks of having mercy on all, that is, on all that believe,
as in the parallel place, Gal. iii. 22.: nor Zech. ix. 11. for
thefe are the words of Chrift to the Jewith church, comfort-
ing them in the profpect of the favour that fhould be fhewn
them by Cyrus, and comparing their diftrefled fituation in
the Babylonifh captivity, to the fituation of one ina pit
wherein was no water 3 and it is {aid, this deliverance fhould
be wrought in virtue of the covenant made in their behalf,
which is therefore called #heir covenant: nor Rev. xx. 172.
for this {peaks of gathering zlem from all quarters to the
general judgment, who in the next verfe are faid to be caft
intd the lake of fire: nor Heb. xii, 23. for here all the
faved are faid to be the fir/f-born, to denote their excellency,
high privileges, right of priefthood, and large inheritance :
nor James i. 18. for the fir/. fruifs here mean all the faved,
as in Heb. xii. 23. who are feparated and diftinguithed by
grace from others, as the firft fruit was wont to be from the
crop, and confecrated to God as that was: nor 1 Cor. xv.
25. 28. and Phil. ii. ro. Rev. v. 13. for thele are only
expreflive of the univerfal dominion of Chrift, and of
homage and adoration paid to him on that account: nor
Ezck. xvi. 53.¢5. for firft, if Sodom were literally to e
returned, it muit be, as the paflage fays, 20 its foriner flate,
which was a very bad one. Secondly, if the refforation,
thould be underftood in an improper fenfe, then, by Sodom
may be underfteod the Gentile nations, who were like unto
Sodom in practice, Deut. xxxii. 32. If. 1. 10. Jer. xxiii. 14,
Rev. xi. 8. and Iiracl may be intended by Samaria whe
fhall be reftored when all the Jews, with the fulnefs of the
Gentiles, fhall be brought in, at the time of the latter day
glory. Or thirdly, that when Sodom and Samaria thould
return to their former flate, then the Jews fheuld to theirs ;
as much as to fay, they never thould, as they never have,
For though many of them returned from the Babvionith
captivity, yet they were never reftored to their former ftate
and glory. And befides, it is exprefsly faid, with refpe& to
Sodom and Gomorrha, and the cities about them, that they
are fet forth for an example, fuffering the vengeance of

eternal fire, Jude 7.
Thus, brethren, we have cited the principal paflages
brought in fupport of this wild notion of Univerfal Salva-
tion,
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tion, and you fee how little they are to the purpofe ; but
people in a ftrait will catch at any thing.

Further, it is not only manifeft that there is no text to
fupport fuch a notion, but that there cannot be fuch a text.
It cannot be, that the Divine Being has publifhed any thing
contrary to thofe plain texts that fpeak pofitively of the
ciernal duration of future punifbment. Indeed, if the
wicked were ever to be releafed from Hell, time enough to
let them know it, after they get there, and not before, to
encourage them in fin. To give them fo much as 2 hint
of it in this life, would be exactly the fame as if the Divine
Being, when he prohibited the ufe of the forbidden tree,
had told Adam, that if he fhould eat of that tree, he would
contrive a way for his efcape, of which we know that not
the leaft item was given before the fall, and indeed than
which nothing could be more unworthy the Divine Being.
So that if there were any paflage in the Bible that gave
information of a releafe from Hell, we might be fure that
it was apocryphal : fuch a text could never be the word of
God.

We only add, that if the notion of reftoration from Helt
was in fome degree probable, which it is not, yet it would
be much fafeft to rejet it altogether. For if thofe who
place dependence on it, fhould at laft find themfelves mif-
taken, awful will be the difappointment. On the other
hand, thofe who place no dependence on it, but feek in
God's way to avoid future punifhment, if thefe fhould be
miftaken, they will neverthelefs fhare equal benefit with
others.

Let us therefore carefully avoid a notion fo unfcriptural,
fo ufelefs, and at the fame time fo dangerous. Beloved,
of you we hope better things, though we thus fpeak. We
do not apprehend much danger, but judged it feafonable,
and that it might be of ufe to give a word of caution.

Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and
to prefent you faultlels before the prefence of his glory with
exceeding joy, to the only wife God our Saviour, be glory,
and majefly, dominion and power, both now and ever.
Amen.

N. B. Z%e¢Clerk of the Aflociation takes the liberty of in-
forming thofe who avifh to fee the fubject difeuffed more at large,
that they avill find their attention amply rewarded, by reading
Dr, Edwards agein/? Chauncey.

MINUTES
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MINUTES

OF THE

WARREN ASSOCIATION,

Held at the Baptift Meeting-houfe in Harvard, 1790.

Tuefday, Sept. 7.

T two o'clock, P. M. Brother Clark, according to
appointment, preached the introductory {ermon,
from A&s. v. 32. And we are his witneffes of thefe things ;
and fo alfo is the Holy Ghoft, whom God hath given to them that
ebey him.
After public worfhip, chofe Dr. Stillman moderator, and
Brother Jofeph Grafton clerk.
Read the letters from the feveral churches, and took the
following account of the members who have been added,
difmiffed, excluded, or who have died the year paft, &c.

Added - - - - - - 181

Difmiffed - - - - - - 21

Excluded - - - - - - 3

Dead - - . . - - - 27 79
Increafe 102

Received and read the letters and minutes from our fifter
aflociations.

Mefirs. Brother Backus, Brother Thomas Green, and
Brother Maxy, were appointed to draw a letter to the cor-
refponding aflociations.—Adjourned till eight o’clock to-
Mmorrow morning.

Sermon in the evening by Dr. Stillman.

Wednefday, September 8. Met according to adjourn-
ment.—Dr. Stillman communicated a letter to the Affoci~
ation, which he had received from the * Committee of the
Congregational Minifters of Maflachufetts, informing him,
that they had prefented a petition to Congrefs, requefting
their ¢ attention to the {everal impreflions of the Bible now

* Rev. Dr. Willard, Dr. Howard, Rev, Meflrs, Phillips Payfon,
Peter Thacher, and Jedidiah Morfe.
making,
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making, reprefenting the importance of accuracy in thefe
impreflions 5 and earneftly praying that they would take
fuch meafures as the Conftitution may permit, that no
edition of the Bible, or its tranflation, be publifhed in
America, without its being carefully infpeted, and certified
to be free from error ; and requefting the concurrence of the
Baptift intereft, throughout the United States, in this mat-
ter, which is of the higheft importance to all degominarions
of ‘Chriftians, as they all appeal to the Holy Bible as the
ftandard of truth.” Upon due confideration of this matter,

Voted; That we the Members of this Aflfociation feel
ourfelves under very great obligations to our reverend bre-
thren, for their early attention to the prefervation of the
purity of the Holy Scriptures.

Voted, That Dr. Stillman, Mr. Backus, Mr. Smith, Mr.
Baldwin, and Mr. Green, be appointed a committee, in
behalf of this Affociation, to prepare and tranfmit a petition
to Congrefs on this important fubject.

Voted, That the fame committee tranfmit an anfwer to
the letter now before us, affuring thofe gentlemen, that we
heartily - concur in the meafure propofed, and are equally
defirousrof cultivating a friendly and Chriftian intercourfe
with them, and the whole body of Chriftians; ¢ believing
that fuch an intercourfe between good men of different
denominations and fentiments, efpecially the minifters of
the Gofpel, will have a happy tendency to harmonize
them, remove unreafonable prejudices, to promote a Ipirit of
love and candor, and thus eflentially ferve the interefts of
our holy religion; and that it alfo might have a beneficial
influence on the civil affairs of our country.

Voted, That this matter be recommended to the atten-
tion of the feveral Baptift Aflociations throughout the
United States, earneftly requefting them to unite with us,
and the feveral denominations of Chriftians, in a meafure
truly interefting.

Read and approved the circular letter prepared by Mr.
Grafton.

Read and approved the letter to the correfponding aflfocia-
tions, prepared by Meflrs. Backus, Green, and Maxy.

Chofe Dr. Manning our meflenger to the Philadelphia
Affociation, to meet in the city of New-York, the firft
Tuefday in O&ober.

Meflrs. Brethren Smith, Green and Crofman, to the
New-Iampthire Aflociation, to convene at Brentwood, the
fecond Wednefday in June, 1491.

Brethren
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Brethren Thomas Baldwin and Nathan Dana, to the
Woodftock Aflociation, to meet at Canzan, the laft Wednefs

day in September.
Brother Obed Warren and Brother Nathan Dana, to the

Shaftfbury Affociation.

Brother Lewis and Brother Grafton, to the Stonington
Aflociation, to meet at Stonington, on the third Tuefday in
O&ober.

Brother Sylvanus Haynes to convey our letter to the
\}flermont Aflociation, and open a correfpondence with
them.

Brother Smith was appointed to write the circular letter
to the churches the next year.

‘The next Affociation to be held at New-Rowley, the
Tuefday after the firft Wednefday in September, 1791, at
2 o’clock, P. M. Dr. Stillman to preach the introductory
fermon; and in cafe of failure, Brother Green, of Cam-
bridge.

Brother Backus concluded by prayer.

Sermon in the afterncon by Brother Baldwin; and one

in the evening by Brother Backus.

CIRCULAR LETTER.

Beloved Brethren!

DIVINE Providence hath indulged us with another
anniverfary interview, by which we not only obtain
knowledge of the circumftances of the churches that com-
pofe this Convention, but acquire information of the Re~
deemer’s kingdom through this extenfive Continent.

It muft give peculiar pleafure to every pious foul, to hear
of the effufion of divine grace which is made in many places 3
and that our afcended Lord is making a willing people in
the day of his power.

Several churches in this Affociation have occafion to
praife God, for the gracious influence of his Spirit granted
them ; and the churches in general, for that degree of har-
mony which they enjoy. Yet we have caufe to mourn,
and, in the deepeft humiliation before God, to acknowledge
our ingratitude and unfruitfulnefs, under thefe fpecial
favours.

Certain it is, the church of Chrift, in no preceding age,
was indulged with greater privileges, civil and religious,
than in this; yet how far inferior in faith and love are we

2 to
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to thofe faints who have lived before us! Blufh, and be
athamed, Oh profefor, at this!

"T'o profefs religion is one thing, but to be truly piousis
another. It is to be feared, there are many who place the
whole of religion in certain feelings, and have their good-
nefs by fits and ftarts, who are inattentive to the fruits of
the Spirit. The Chriftian is reprefented in God’s word,
as bne who evidences his faith by his works, which not only
intends his conformity to the ordinances of the Gofpel, and
now and then an a&k of kindnefs to his {uffering brother,
but involves in it the temper and {pirit of Jefus Chrift. Let
this mind be in you, which was alfo in Chrift Fefus.

By poflefling thefe things, we obtain evidence to our-
felves, that we are the children of light; we have the enjoy-
ment of that religion we profefs ; we maintain the fellow-
fhip and confidence of our brethren, and convince thofe
who are around us, that religion is not mere imagination,
or an empty name. But ke who lacketh thefe things is blind,
and cannot Jee far off, and hath forgotten that he was purged
Jrom bis old fins.

It fhould be the ftudy of the Chriftian, to be ufeful in
the church of Chrift, and to promote the welfare and hap-
pinefs of fociety; by which he will glorify God, honour
and recommend religion.

Candour and catholicifm are tempers much to be culti-
vated in all our conduct and intercourfe with Chriftians of
different fentiments from us. A cenforious, a bigotted
temper, we abhor; yet we cannot difpenfe with what we
believe to be truth and duty, to gratify their feelings, or to
accommodate ourfelves to their opinions.

Much, very much depends upon a uniformity of conduét
in thofe who profefs religion. The glory of God, the
honour of Chrift, the intereft and excellence of religion,
and our prefent happinefs, are conne&ted, clofely connected,
with the conduct of thofe who profefs to be the friends of
Jefus Chrift.

We might produce many important arguments to enforce
the preceding remarks, but the limits of a circular letter
forbid us. Suflice it to fay, the purity of the Divine Being,
his everlafting love to his people, the holy nature of his law,
the grace and example of our Lord Jefus Chrift, the examples
of faints, as recorded in the holy Scriptures, are arguments,
convincing arguments, to excite us to walk worthy the holy
wocation whereawith we are called.

Finally,
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Finally, brethren, what{oever things are true, honeft, juft,
pure, lovely, of good report, if there be any virtue, if there
be any praife, think on thefe things.

We cannot but notice the frown of Divine Providence
upon this Affociation, fince our laft meeting, in the death
of our worthy, much lamented, and very ufeful brother,
Thomas Gair, whofe gifts and exertions have been of ingu-
lar advantage to this Aflociation. It is worthy our grateful
obfervation, that this Affociation has been incorporated
twenty-three years, and Brother Gair is only the fecond
minifter who has died belonging to it, fince it was formed *
May this inftance be a monitor to his furviving brethren in
the miniftry, to be faithful unto death, that they may receive
a crown of life |

Brethren, the Grace of our Lord Fefus Chrift be with your
Spirits.  Amen.

Signed in behalf of the Aflociation,
SAMUEL STILLMAN, Moderator.
JOSEPH GRAFTON, Clerk.
¥ The other was Brother John Davis, A. M. who was ‘paftor of the

ad ﬁaptiﬁ Church in Bofton, and died December 13th, 1773, at the
Ohio, whileon a vifit for his health.

EXTRACTS

From the American Affociation Letters, and from the
Perfonal Correfpondence between the Lnglih and the
American Brethren,

From the Correfponding Committee * of the Charlefton
Affociationy 8. Cardina, Feb. 2, 178g,

To the Rev. Mr.

.. WE take the liberty again to inform you,
that it is the defire of this Affociation to cultivate a
more general acquaintance with their Brethren in Eurgpe,

* Charlefton Affociation, O&. 27, 1788.—Rev. Richard Furman,
Col. Thomas Screven, and Captain John Hart, are 2ppointed a com-
mittee to take proper meafures for opening a correfpondence with other
affgciations in Englapd, &c. &c.

F 3 hoping
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hoping that mutual advantages may arife from it. From your
fituation in the metropolis, we apprehend your knowledge of
the ftate of religion in the kingdom muft be extenfive, nor do
we doubt your willingnefs to forward the interefts of the
Chriftian Church.  'We therefore requeft you will be kind
enough to favour us with an account of the ftate of the Bap-
tift churches in England—and we more efpecially defire an
acquaintance with the churches in London, and the time
and place of their aflociate meetings. We are happy to
think that in various nations, divided, not only by lofty
mountains, vafl defarts, and extenfive oceans, but by differ-
ent manners, languages, and political regulations, the influ-
ences of the Divine Spirit, and the bleffings of grace, are
diffufed ;—that our glorious Redeemer is gathering and
fecuring a people to himfelf, who are ripening for the
glory and bleflednels of the eternal world; and who, when
the {cheme of Providence and Grace is completed, will be
brought into the moft intimate acquaintance, and indiffo~
luble, happy union with each other.

Charlstte County, Virginia,

LONG have Ibeen defirous a door of correfpondence
might be opened between the minifters and charches of
Chuift of the Baptiff denomination in Europe, efpecially in

our kingdom, and thofe of North America, &c. For not-
withftanding we are at the diftance of 3000 miles, yet we
are born of the fame Spirit, and purfuing the fame glorious
object. The convulfions and fluctuations of the times,
with other circumflances, have hitherto prevented my
making an attempt; but confidering the defirablenefs and
excellency of Chriftian acquaintance, the unity of the
Spirit, and the fellowfhip of the Churches, I have ventured
to draw a bsiv, and leave the event to Divine Providence,
Though I am not an old man, I have feen Firginia as dark
as midnight touching fpiritual things, except in a féw in-
ftances; but, glory be to God, awe that fat in darknefs, bave
Jeen a great light ! ‘The Sun of Righteoufnefs, with divinely
illuminating and cheering rays, {ecems to be rifing to his
meridian fplendor in our hemilphere ; Jefus is going forth
with abow and a crown, conquering and to conquer; and
we, the defpifed Baptifts, have become a numerous, and,
bleffed be God, a united people. Could you be wafted
acrofs the Atlantic upon the wings of an angel, and fit down
among us, your foul would triumph, and you would ftretch
forth your hands to enable your little fifter in the wildernefs
1]
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to make advances. If God fhould blefs the defign, and a
door of correfpondence fhould be opened and maintained,
if I am fpared, I fhall in future give you a more circumftan-
tial account of our churches, &c. At prefent fuffice it to
fay, we became fo numerous and fo extenfively fituated,
that we could not with propriety aflociate at one place and
time ; therefore divided into various convenient diftriés, 6,
7 &ec. each diftrict to fend delegates annually to meet in ge-
neral committee 5 by which the general union and harmony
is maintained. There were from our beginning, bars of
diftin&ion kept up, and we lived under the titles of
Regulars ahd Separates ; but the Lord, in his wonder~
working goodnefs, has caufed this unhappinefs to be re-
moved, and we have become an united people, and are now
diftinguithed by the title of The United Baptiff Churches
in Virginia ; the blefled and happy effects of which it is
out of my power minutely to defcribe. We had before,
but- particularly at the time of the union’s taking place,
adopted in a foft, general manner, what is called with us,
¢ The. Philadelphia Confeflion of Faith,” and which is
better known with you, by the title of ¢ A Confeflion of
Faith fet forth by upwards of a hundred Congregations in
England and Wales in the year 1685.” I mention this, to
give you an idea of our principles in the general. Before
the American Revolution took place, the Baptifts upon this
Continent, at leaft as far as related to us, had a very fuper-
ficial knowledge of each other out of their own colonies,
(now ftates) only where they were neighbours; but fince
then, an univerfal acquaintance and harmony feems to be
taking place, much to the glory of God, and the advance-
ment of the Redesmer’s intereft. New England was as
much, or more out of our idea, than O/d England ; but
now, blefled be God, not only an epiftolary acquaintance
and correfpondence is kept up, but perfonal vifits have
actually taken place, at leaft from them to us; the falutary
effects of which we are daily experiencing. Thefe things
prompt me to be more determined, I hope with an eye to
the glory of God, to extend the correfpondence to our
'?rethren and fathers in the kingdom of Great Britain. Much
in favour to us may be expeted to refult therefrom *.

* The latter part of this letter contains a plan which, when realized,
will probably be of confiderable fervice to the interefts of religion, It
was forwarded by way of Prowidence, accompanied with a polite epiftle
from Prefident Manming, exprefiive of his approbation of the general

defign---a defign, which by this time may be more matured, and, I
think, needs only to be known, in order to be executed,

F 4 Rbods
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Rhode Ifland, March 13, 1489.

IN Virginia the Lord reigns .glorioufly. Thoufands are
converted there, in a judgment of charity, year after year,
and the Baptift churches are multiplied and greatly increafed,
as appears by every account I receive from thence. Their
number in that ftate is upwards of an hundred. They are
about to publifb their Hiffory. The venerable Ifaac Backus,
of Middleborough, is gone there on a vifit, by whom, on
his return, I expeét to receive particular information from
that quarter. Georgia too has been gracioufly vifited for
fome time paft, and the work continues. This has been,
and ftill is the cafe, in many of the interior parts of New-
York, in the weftern parts of Maffachufetts, and in fome
parts of New Hampfbire. This work appears much more
genuine and free from enthufiafm than in fome former
reformations. About the middle of laft winter a revival
began in Swanfea, and fpreads faft. A confiderable number
have there and in the neighbourhood been added to our
churches, Providence alfo has fome degree of this gra-
cious vifitation, efpecially of late among the black people,
feveral of whom appear under deep concern, while others,
it i1s hoped, have found Chrift. Oh! for more of this
work. I entertain a hope that America is about to fee a
brighter day than for fome years paft.

From a Senior Pzdobaptift Minifter at — — in
Maffachufetts, May 15, 1789.

Rev. and Deay Sir!

I RECEIVED and read with much pleafure the ——
Baptift, &c. "I cannot but rejoice to fee, what appear to
me to be, the important and fundamental doétrines of the
Gofpel, fo clgarly and fully afferted in it. Thefe truths
have been gradually gaining ground in this country, ever
fince the writings of the late excellent Prefident Edwards
have fpread amongft us; and the knowledge and belief of
them 1s ftill making progrels, efpecially in New England,
notwithftanding the oppofition they meet with from the
hearts of men and the indefatigable labours of their enemies.
‘Wherever there appears to.be a genuine work of the Spirit
of God upon the minds and hearts of men, thefe doétrines
are received and relithed. And many parts of our land
hive of late years been gracioully vifited, and wonderfully
blefled with revivals of religion, and the outpourirés ;f

04§
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God’s holy Spirit, and numbers, we hope, brought into the
kingdom of Chrift. Even at the prefent time, we arenot
left deftitute of tokens for good, and blefled teftimonies of
the power and grace of Chrift. There are feveral towns
in Berkfbire, and in the adjoining county, Hampfbire, in
which a glorious work of God’s Spirit, as we truft, is
begun, and carrying on. And even in this place, very
lately, God feems gracioufly to have begun to work. Within
feventeen years paft, we have been graciouily vifited with
two awakenings, which were confiderably general; and
numbers, we hope, at thofe periods, as well as fome at
other times, have been favingly converted. The hopes of
God’s children amongft us now revive, and their expectations
are in fome meafure animated by the profpeét of another
gracious vifit from on high. How do I need the prayers of
God’s people at fuch a time as this! Thofe words of Chrift
to Paul, My grace is fufficient for thee, for my fhrength is made
perfet in aweaknefs, are very fupporting.

As the fame bleffed Spirit who di¢tated the truths of the
word of God, operates upon the minds, and dwells in the
hearts of all his children, we cannot but fuppofe that they
are all brought tc relith and embrace the fame dodtrines in
general, in fome proportion to their opportunitics and
advantages of acquaintance with them. Truth is uniform;
the operations of the Holy Spirit uniform; and, the exter-
nal evidence of every revealed truth one and the fame. So
that were our minds entirely candid and unprejudiced, there
would be #o unhappy differences, #o dividing fentiments
amongft the friends and followers of Chrift. But, alas! we
are none of us free from prepofleflion and prejudice in a
greater or lefler degree. Perfec? union, both in fentiment
and in heart, is not therefore to be expected, till the church
arrives at the world of light, where all fin and darknefs will
be done away.

The Roancak Diftrict Aflociation, Virginia, convened
at Grafly Creeck Meeting-houfe, Saturday 16th of
May, and days following, 1789.

BROTHER James Hunt preached an agreeable dif-

courfe from Sol. Song, ii. 11, 12.
Brother Samuel Harris was chofen moderator, and Brother
John Williams clerk, Letters from twenty churches were
read.
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read.—We hope, in future, the churches will put it in the
power of their editors to publifh a particular ftate of each,
their number, &c. the authenticity of which is circumftan-
tially proved from feveral hints in the New Teftament, but
in particular A&s 1. 15 ; though it is not to be done in the
fame f{pirit that influenced David to number Ifrael, for
which the fcourge of God was feverely felt.

Meflrs. Samuel Harris, John Williams, and William
Dobfon, appointed to preach to the congregation that may
attend at this place to-morrow, it being the Lord’s Day.

Unanimoufly agreed, That the Sacrament of the Lord’s
Supper be duly adminiftered at every of our aflociations upon
the Lord’s day.

Clofe attendance upon other things prevented a circular
letter, and letter to our general committee; therefore
agreed to lodge the truft thereof in the hands of our clerk,
brother John Williams, who is acquainted with the fenfe of
this aflociation in both particulars. Voted, That our next
affociation be held at Cataubo meeting-houfe, Halifax county,
and that it begin the fourth Saturday in October next.

EXTRACT

OF THE

CIRCULAR LETTER.

Dear Brethren in the Lord !

THE major part of the churches belonging to our dif-
tri¢t met by their minifters and meflengers, agreeable to
appointment; and confidering our unfettled circumftance in
aflociating, (this being our fecond meeting fince the confti-
tution of our diftri¢t), upon the whole we had a comfortable
interview, and many things put in train, which, with God’s
blefling, will render it more and more fo in future. Ex-
cepting 2 few inftances, we had agreeable accounts from the
churches, touching the advancement of Emmanuel’s intereft ;
and from fome parts very much fo. May the divine effufion
become general | may the blefled Jefus go forth conquering
and to conquer, until his name and praife be one in all
the earth!—The principal defign of our aflociating is
inftrumentally to promote the fpiritual welfare of Zion,
give afliftance and advice in difficult cafes, and to the utmoft
of our power, eftablith permanent harmony and concord in
{piritual Ifrael.  Several matters of fome note came under

2 our
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our obfervation, which, with our decifions, are in the
minutes; but we fuppofe, from their great utility, that
there are two of them which deferve to be particularly
mentioned.

Firft, It is thought very expedient to form or compile a
hiftory of the baptized churches in Virginia ; their rife, pro-
grefs, hinderances, remarkable events, and occurrences,
chief inflruments, prefent condition, &c. Cur general
committee have taken up the matter, and appointed minifters
in the various diftriéts to colle¢t materials, who find it very
neceflary to claim the exertions and afliftance of the {everal
churches, minifters, and other individuals. We defire every
circumftance to be handed forth in as clear and confpicuous
2 point of view as poffible, perfeltly confiltent with candor
and truth, capable of bearing the moft critical remarks.

Secondly, 'That of raifing and fupporting feminaries of
learning. 'Two at prefent are propoled in our flate, one on
each fide of James river. We have fufficient encouragement
from our learned brethren in the North, that we fhall not
want for able, fkilful teachers. This will alfo require very
diligent exertions, and liberal contributors. And if we, in
this, as we ought in every thing, do it with a fingle eye to
the glory of God, and the advancement of the Redecemer’s
intereft, then fhall we have fufficient grounds to hope we
fhall meet with the approbation of Heaven.

Dear brethren! fuffera word of exhortation. We live in
an extraordinary day, under the benign influence of the
Gofpel Sun, that feems to be rifing to his meridian height ;
no nation or people, fince government was firft introduced
into the world, ever enjoyed equal privileges with us. We
boaft not merely a toleration from the civil laws, but a uni-
verfaly free exercife of the laws and government of; Chriff, with-
out any kind of check or control from the hand of oppreflion :
How ought every one to praife the Lord for bis goodnefs and
wonderful aworks to the children of men! How ought we to
wreftle with God in prayer for grace equal to the day ! that we
may not, like Jefhurun, grow wanton, and abufe the glorious
privileges!  Notwithftanding all that Jehovah is doing for
our American lands, yet look round and behold, what crouds
of thoughtlefs, ungrateful men and women! the major part
of our neighbours and families perhaps carelefs in fin, or
revelling in vice and luxury. The ineftimable worth of
fouls, the caufe of God in general, and our numercus civil
privileges, combine to call upon us in the moft ferious and
pointed terms, #o fland foft in the liberty wherevith Cbrj/lﬁ;:

made
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made us free. Every circumftance points out to us the im-
portance and neceflity of holy living——pious deportment—
a well educated offspring—and proper family government.
Mafters and miftrefles of families may do much, yea, very
much is required and expected from fuch. Of what avail
will be the beft laws and well ordered civil governments, the
moft virtuous rulers, and warm pathetic addrefles from the
pulpit, if religious domeftic government is not fupported ?
‘What very great difcouragement muft the faithful minifters
of the gofpel be under when profeffors do not aid them by
their pious exertions: therefore, dear brethren, be exhorted
to firengthen their hands, by walking, and fteadily perfe-
vering in every pratical part of Chriftianity. In fine, let
us all, to the utmoft of our power, fland up firm for the
caufe of virtue and religion ; let us bear open and pratical
teftimony againft the diffipations, luxuries, and extrava-
gancies which too much prevail in many parts, and which,
in their very nature, awfully threaten the intereft of liberty,
learning, morality, and religion.

Wafhington County, Pennfylvania, Fune 2, 1789.

T HEARTILY thank you for your acquiefcing in a cor-
refpondence. There is no {ubje& more delightful to good
men than Chrift and the fpread of his kingdom. His ftately
goings have been clearly feen in the weftern world, fo that
many fouls have been made to rejoice in the falvation of a
bleeding Saviour ; efpecially at Kentuckey, a country fettled
about fifteen years fince, down the Obio river, about §oo
miles from us, where many of our friends are gone, and
who are indeed the prevailing denomination there. In my
next fhall fend you a particular account of the number of
minifters of every denomination, both here and at Ken-
tuckey t,

THE Shaftfbury Affociation at their Convention in
Hillfdale, June 3d and 4th, 1789.

Wednefday, June 3, 1789.—At two o’clock, P. M. elder
Peter Werden preached the introductory fermon, from
2 Tim. ii. 15.—~Chofe brother Samuel Waldo moderator,

+ Such an account would be peculiarly acceptable, but it has not yet

been received,
and
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and brother Juftus Hull c/erk.—Letters from 17 churches
were read, and the following account taken :

Added - - - - 174
Difmifled - - 16
Excluded - - 16
Dead - - - 5 37
Increafed - - - - 137

Adjourned till half after eight to-morrow morning.

Thurf{day, June 4th..—Met purfuant to adjournment.—
Elder Blood delivered a difcourfe from Heb. v. 13, 14.—
Letters to the fifter affociations were read and approved,
and meflengers appointed to feveral aflociations.

As the churches of Stillwater and Hillfdale have fignified
in their letters, &c. that their refpective elders, Lemuel
Powers and Stephen Gano, are difpofed to travel confide-
rable part of their time, and preach the gofpel; and the
churches acquiefcing therein, have requefted us to fend
fupplies to, and provide for them while their elders may be
abfent : We heartily rejoice to find the churches’ elders en-
gaged in the {pread of truth, and do appoint them fupplies.

Our next aflociation will be held in elder Werden’s meet-
ing-houfe, Adams, on the firlt Wednefday of June next.—
Introductory fermon to be preached by elder Samuel Waldo,
and in cafe of failure by elder Lemuel Powers.

From three Letters of the Rev. Mr. Ifaac Backus,
dated Middleborough, July 6.—O&. g, 1789.

LAST September our Aflociation received an earneft
requeft from our brethren in Virginia, for fome of our
labourers to come over and help them.

I was nominated and appointed by the Aflociation ; and
though I did not think at firft it would do for me to go, being
fixty-five years of age the 20th of laft January, yet I was at
length convinced of duty. I failed from Rkode Ifland, Jan. 2.
and landed in North Carolina the roth, betwixt which and
May the 24th I travelled and preached in fix counties in
that ftate, and twenty-three counties in 7 irginia, and
preached in the whole one hundred and feventeen fermons
to very attentive audiences. I was at one affociation in
C/’f/i"’ﬁ"ld county, May gth, and at another in the Iffe of
Wight county, May 16th, each of which held three days;
and four fermons were preached on the 1oth and 17th, per-
haps to two thoufand people each day. Confidering the
former darknefs they were in under epifcopal minifters,

moft
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moft of whom were drunkards, card-players, and {wearers,
it is wonderful to fee to what light and love they have
attained. Three Baptift minifters went from Neaw England
to North Carolina about thirty-four years ago: from
their labotirs a glorious reformation hath fpread quite
through to Georgia, where it is now going on powerfully.
About 1758 there were fome beginnings in Virginia; but
though before 1768 there were but four Baptift churches in
the ftate, there are now not lefs than an hundred, many of
which have from one to fix hundred members, many of
whom are Negroes, who are owned as brethren by many of
their white maflers and miftreffes, who hope ere long to
fee them releafed from fervitude. My pen cannot give you
an adequate idea of what God hath done in thele parts.
Near an hundred Baptift Minifters, or perhaps more, have
been of late years raifed up in Virginia, and others m Nortl:
Carolina, many of whom I faw and heard, who appear to
have clear ideas of doctrinal and experimental religion, and
to bein earneft to maintain Gofpel difciplineintheir churches.

The Epifcopalians in Virginia had all the power of office,
civil and religious, in their own hands, from their firf
plantation in 1607 to 1775, even {o as to imprifon Baptift
minifters for preaching, which was done fo late as 17745
yet now their power is fo gone, that epifcopal worfhippers
are but a {mall fe& in that ftate, and have no power to
demand a farthing from any man for the maintenance of
their minifters ; nor has any tax been gathered by force to
fupport any denomination of Chriftians for three years
paft.  Egual Liberty of Confcience is eftablithed, as fully as
words can exprefls it. Ol when fhall it be fo in New
England ? However, God is working wonders here. In
Hampfbire and Berkfbire in our ftate, where they were
killing each other three years ago, a glorious work of grace
is now going on, and large additions are made to old Baptift
churches, and new ones are gathered in divers places; alfo
in our churches at Swanfea, Warren, Dighton, and fome
more remote places, they have a happy time.

One likely young brother came over with me to our
college at Providence, where we arrived June 16, and found
the beginning of a revival of religion there,

A few years ago you afked me, Whether T could not
obtain accounts, fo as to publifh a hiftory of the Baptifts to
the Southward. I had no idea of it then; but feveral
of our minifters in Virginia are colleéting hiftorical mate-
rials, with a propofal of having aflifftance hereafter for

publifhing them.
THE
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