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By JOHN RIPPON, D.D.

From Eaft to Weft, from North to South,
Now be his name ador’d!

Eurorg, with all thy millions, fhout
Hofannahs to thy Lord !

Asta and Arrrca, refound
From fhore to thore his fane;

And thou, America, in fongs,
Redeeming love proclaim !

Sorp EY Mr. RIPPON, awp AT u1s VesTry, CaxTer Lawe, Toorey
rREET; BY MR. DILLY, Lowpox; Mgzr. RROWN axp M=
HMES, Bristor; Mr., GRAY, Epinsurcs; Mr. ALLEIN,
DUBLING AND MAY BE HAD o THE BavrTisr MINISTERS AT NEW
York, PHrravELRHIA, BosToN, BarTimory, RicHMOND, BAVANS
yawr, avp CHARLUSTON, &Ci IN ANFRICA,







“THIS INFANT PUELICATION
UNDER THE FOSTERING HAND
OF ITS BENEVOLENT PATRONS
1§ MOST AFFECTIONATELY DEDICATED
TO ALL
THE BAPTIZED MINISTERS AND PEOPLE
IN AMERICA
ENGLAND IRELAND
SCOTLAND WALES
THE UNITED NETHERLANDS
FRANCE SWITZERLAND
POLAND RUSSIA PRUSSIA
AND ELSEWHERE
ESPECIALLY TO THOSE
WIHOSE NAMES ADORN THE FOLLOWING SHEERTS
WITH A DESIRE OF PROMOTING
AN UNIVERSAL INTERCHANGE
OF KIND QFFICES AMONG THEM
AND IN SERIOUS EXPECTATION
‘I‘ﬁAT BEFORE MANY YEARS ELAPSE
(IN IMITATION OF OTHERY WISE MEN)
A DEPUTATION FROM ALL THESE CLIMES
WILL MEET PROBABLY IN LONDON
TO CONSULT
THE ECCLESIASTICAL GOOD OF THE WHOLE
WHICH IS NOW FIRST OF ALL
SUBMITTED TO THEIR SUPERIOR WISDOM
BY THE UNWORTHIEST
OF ALL THEIR BRETHREN

THE AUTHOR






PREFACE.

HIE denomination of good men, called Baptifts, fome of
whofe latier Annals are imperfeily recorded in the follow-
ing pages, have eniformly maintained, That Civil Magiftracy,
acgording. to the plain and obvious fenfe of Scripture, is an
ordinance of God for good. But aflured alfo, That in the im-
portant bufinefs of Religion, man is accountable to God alone,
who has erefted 4 kingdom not of this aworld; their prmcxples
have not allowed them to approve of that boafted alliance “be-
tween Church and State, which is the grand engine ufed by
worldly Politicians, ill difpofed Statefmen, and mercilefs Pre-
lates, to accomplifh their nefarious defigns., Hence the Baptifts
have, in general, either been a neglefted or a perfecuted people.
In tracing their hiftory you find them murdered by Papifts,
martyred by Proteffants, or elfe mifreprefented by the populace
in common,—d i cvery where fpoken againf?, as their Brethren
in apoftolic tiII{CS were. And, for ages, meet them where you
will, you'fee their minifiers prophefying in fackcloth; dnd the
people, like Mary, weeping,

An high opinion of the excellence of their caufe feems to have
given them fatisfaCion at heart, But confident, that the truth
is great and will prevail, it feems they frequently omitted
thofe common attentions to their appropriate affairs, which piety
would have fanétioned, and which prudence demands. The moft
therefore that has been faid of them is in the Publications of
their enemies, from which pofterity have formed a judgment,
And it has increafed the infelicity of our brethren, That they
have not been, at all times, fufficiently acquainted with their
own hiftory—a hiftory which demonftrates them to have been a
body of the worthieft of men, and of the beft of citizens.

It is true, the Rev. Mr. Benjamin Stinton, Dr. Gill’s prede-
ceflor, beégan in the year 1711, to make a colleftion of fcatter-
ed papers; to which Mr. Thomas Crofby, for fome time one ¢f the
Doflor’s Deacons, afterwards made additions, and publithed his

work in four volumes o&avo, entitled, The Hiffory nf the Englifp
Baptift
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Baptits. Itis a refle@ion which affords me pleafure, That I
bave the honor of belonging to the fame Church in which thefe
refpeétable men were officers.  But Mr. Stinton and Mr. Crofby
excepted, who then, in all Europe, withany effe®, had thought
it worth their while To enquire of the frrmer age, and to prepare
themfelves to the fearch of their fathers ? Since their days, indeed,
we have been favoured with the refult of the laborious invefti-
gations of that great man, the late Mr. Robinfon of Cambridge;
and it would be ungrateful not to mention, with due commen-
dation, the numerous colle&ions of Mr. Thompfon, of Clapham;
and the indefatigable purfuits of Mr. Thomas, of Leominfter, a
minifter this, probably not inferior to any of his cotemporaries
in an hiftorical acquaintance with the Englifh Baptifts, and who
is thought to be the beft informed perfon on earth, concerning
the origin and progrefs of the prefent baptized churches in Wales,
from the year 1633, about which time a church was formed
at Olchon, or perhaps more properly Golchon, a valley which
has always been inhabited by the Cymry, or Cambro-Britons.

In America alfo, within a few years piuft, the Rev. Ifaac
Backus, of Middleborough, has publifhed two large volumes of
the Church Hiftory of the Baprifts in New England ; and the
Rev. Morgan Bdwards two finall volumes of the Hifltery of the
Baptifts in Pennfylvania and New Jerfey, Befides which, the
Rev. John Leland, and the Rev. John Williams &c. have been en~
couraged to colle& Materials for an hiftory of.our Societies in
other of the ftates; thefe, in conjunétion with thofe already pub-
lifhed, it may reafonably be expected, will exhibit the pains and
pleafures of oood then, the weaknefs and wickedrafs of bad
men, the tyranny of rulers, and the faithfulnefs of God.

But commendable as thefe efforts of the few have been, for
the recovery of fome of our memoirs, the prefervation of others,
and for the promotion of krowledge and affeCtion among the
denomination at large ; the many have been chargeable with fuch
a negle& of their Church Hiftory as will be for a lamentation
among the wifeft axel beft men in our pofterity, through all their
generations*to the very end of time. O what numerous accounts
of exemplary, holy, happy lives, and triumphant deaths, might
we now have been poflefied of, had the mott intelligent of our an-

ceflors
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ceftors only recorded a few, out of the many, inftances of Je-
hovah’s faithfulnefs, which they faw themfclves, dr had been
aflured of by credible information! But does not our ccndutt
juftify theirs? How indifferent have we been to the trials and
deliverances of God’s people in ages paft, and how inattentive
are we to the flate of religion in our own days! Should not the
glory of God, and the zeal of other profefling chriffians ani-
mate us? The followers of the late Mr. Wefley, the Moravians,
and the people called Quakers, cherifh an univerfal acquaintance
among themfelves; and fome of thefe denominations ftatedly
mect, by their reprefentatives, it is faid, from every quarter of
the globe-—ina part of #feir difcipline we fee what we univerfully
admire, and admiration fhould provoke imitation. But awve fpend
half a century, and know not in Devonfhire a fingle circum-
ftance of the churches in Lancafhire, nor in Somerfet of any
thing that pafles among our connedions in Yorkthire. Yea,
the communicative brethren in Virginia, large and refpectable
as fome of their aflociations are, have confefled, That before
the paft war, our focieties in the New England - States were no
frore in' their minds than thofe in Old England.

Indeed the Churches in England, belonging to the fame Aflc-
ciation, obtain a partial knowledge of each other from their
annyal meetings, which have frequently been crowned with re-
markable tokens of the divine prefence; and from their printed
Zetters. Buat multitudes of our Members, till the Regifter appear-
ed, never fo much as heard of any Aflociation in the world,
but that to which their own or fome neighbouring charch be-
longs ; while more than a few of the Miuiffers themfelves {eldom,
faw a letter from any Aflociation but the one with which they are
united. Confequently, thele annual publications were beneficial
only to a few individuals, inftead of promoting the knowledge,
purity, and joy of the whole denomination, to which fome of
them, I think, are peculiarly adapted.

Little as we knew of God’s Britith Ifrael at home, we were
lefs, much lefs acquainted with the condition of our Brethren
abroad. Formerly, feveral of our fenior Minifters in Englard
were in the habits of correfpondence with the dmerican churches;
but the removal of {ome of thefe benevolent men by death, and

ths
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the unhappy war with the Colonies, fhut up almoft evety friendly
intercourfe bem esn us. However, when peace was reftored, it
was t‘mwht by feveral perfons an objed of confidérable i import-
ance, 10°0pen a new correfpondence with the weftern world,
The American Brethrcn accepted our propofals with every mark
of fraternal affeétion. Tn the beginning of this correfpondence,
letters were received from Dr, Marning, Prefident of our College
ut Providence in Rrope Istawp; from the Rev. Fobn Gano,
then paftor of the church at New York, who is fince removed
o Kentucke; from the Rev. Jfaac Backus of Middleborongh, Au-
thor of the Hiftory of the Baptifls in New England 3 and from Dr.
Samuel Stillman, pattor of the firfk Baptift Church at Boflon. This
intercharge of letters at length produced a pretty general wifh
on both fides the Arlantic, of obtaining a more comprehenfive
krowledge of each others religious circumBances. Extralls from
the dmerican Breviates were not only waited for with great avidi-
ty, but, when they arrived foon enough for infertion, met an hear-
ty welcome in our Engli/h Affociation Letters, e(pocxally in the
Northampton; and a defire was exprefled of having them annually
introduced, unlefs alarger accountcould be obtainzd, which ap-
peared to many perfons very dzfirabie. On the other hand, fome
of the Americcn Brethren, in their affociate capacity, for two or
three years following, applicd to me, earneftly requefling that
they might have tranfmitted to them, through fome fixed and
conftant mediom, a full account of the ftate of Religion among

the Baptifts in Great Britair and Lrcland ; and they more efpe-

ialiy defired “¢ to be acquainted with the Churches in Lowdon,
« and the time and place of their affociate r?xec'tinus*”

Having had a with therefore to gracify the Brethren at home
and abx.oad ; and hopidg, under a Divine blefling, to be the in-
firament of bringing many of the churches fo far acquainted,
That they may have an opportunity of relievirg one anothers
wants, of praying for each other when the ways of Sion mourn,
and of prajSng God in the enjoyment of profperous circumftances
~~1 determined inthe year 1790, God willing, to print a perio-
dical work, which thould be intitled, Tue Barrist Axvuag
RiG1sTER, and inglude, as far as pofiible, the following

ARTICLES:
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ARTICLES:
1. A mafterly Copper-plate Engraving, once a year, of fome fenior
Miniﬂcf; or other eminent Perfon belonging to. the Denomination.

1I. An Account of the Origin and Defign of the Baptift Affociations,
with a brief Hiftory of each Affociation from the Year 1644, placed, if
poflible, according to the Order of Time when they were formed. A
Part of this Hiftory to be given in general with each Number, {o paged
@s to make, when it is all prmted off, an uniform Introduéion to the
whole Regifter.

11I; For the firft Year, and afterwards at the beginning of each vo+
lume, A Lift of all the particular Baptift Churches in England and Wales
according to the lateft correétions.

IV. A Copy of the yearly Aflociation Letters in GrREaT BrITAINy
when our limits permit: or, at leaft, a pretty full Abridgment of fome’
of them.

V. Extraéts from the Irih and the American Affociation Letters, with
the mnofl interefting parts of the perfonal Correfpondence between the Eng-
lifs, the American, and other Brethren.

V1. As many valuable Pieces of late Years have been written by {ome
ef our Minifters, comparatively in vain, having fcarcely ever been heard
of, except in the Neighbourhaods where they were penned or printed 3
the Regifter is to give a Eift of the Books and Pamphlets printed by our
Brethren in the Year, with their Prices and Places of Sale, if proper
Information be duly received from the Authors. Under this Head,
however, Liberty will be referved of amitting angry Difputations, if
ever-any. fuch are printed,

VIL An Account of thofe Minifters, and other eminent Perfons
belonging to the Denomination, who are removed by Death from the
Time of one Affociation to another, if proper Materials come to Hand
in Time, and appear to be faithfully drawn up. :

VIII. Hiftorical Sketches of the oldeft and moft remarkable Baptift
Churclies in Exrope, Americay &¢. with Memoirs of fuch of our Minifters
and People in the laft Century, and the Beginning of this, of whom
but very little is generally Known. An early Article under this Head*
will be, what has not yet been printed, The Hiftory of the firft Bap-
tift Church planted in 4merica, viz. the Church, at Providence in Ruope
IsLanp, from the Time of its Formation in 1639, with a good Engraving
of the South Weft Elevation of their prefent Meeting-Houfe; and the
Steeple, which is r96 Feet high, faid to be one of tlie beft Pieces of
Workmanthip on the Continent.

IX. Mifcellanies, viz, Extraéts from fcarce Books, Pamphlets, and
expenfive Publications, which relate to the Baptift Intereft—Accounts
of the Sﬁread of the Gofpel among different denominations of good men
at Home and Abroad, with any other Subjects that may appear to the

Brethrenin common to be of gexeral Utility,
X. This
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X. This Periodical Work is to confift of not more tham sws Parts in
% Year, unlefs in extraordinary Cafes. The fi7# Part for the Year
1790 to be 1s. 6d. and the following Numbers from Time to Time, as far
as can be judged of at prefent, not to exceed 1s. each.

Laftly, It thould be obferved, That the Articles which are likely to
compofe the Regifter, will not always follow one another precifely ace
cording to the above arrangement -And

THAT THE PLAN IS OPEN TO PERPETUAL {MPROVEMENT,

As the work is called the BarrisT Regifter, it may be ne-
ceflary to obferve, That it is by no means a prodution or
publication of the people at large denominated Baptifts. Great
numbers of them, indeed, have repeatedly exprefled a firong
defire to fee_fomething of this kind ; and thoufands have given
the beft encouragement to fill -up zbefe outlines. But I have
ventured fo to charatterize it, as the publication principally re-
Iates to this people, and becaufe #o other Title appeared jfuitable
to it. The produftion, however, boafts of no patronage fo
high, as that of the whole body of Baptifts ; but it would be
improper not to fay, It afpires tewards that honour, #or avifbes
a greater.

'The Title of the Regifter, {rom the beginning, alfo an-
nounced the defign of giving Sketches of the ftate of Religion
among different denominations of coop men. Though I feel
it an honour to rank with the Calvinifts, whofe fyftem, com-
monly called orthodox, is peculiarly dear to me; yet conceiv-
ing That all who hate fin, and love our Lord Jefus Chrift in
fincerity, are good men, if they do not think of Baptifm as I do,
nor embrace half my Creed, I delight in fuch as my brethren,
and embrace them, by thoufands, in the bofom of a warm affec-
tion—and, with my views, it would be criminal not to do fo,
though no one can be farther than I am, from the opinions of
fome of thefe amiable perfons.

Concerning the Exgcusion of my Plan, it will gratify me, if
I may be allowed to fay, That to open a correfpondence, in
different parts of the world, with. perfons of various opinions,
and of feveral languages, fome of whom have been ufed to
avoid an intercourfe with their brethren, only becaufe they did
not know.them ; and few of whofe Archives were redundant

with papers and parchments of information—To write fifty let-
tors
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¢ers a week, which was frequently done in the year 1790,
paying a due attention to returns—and to realize the plan, fo
far as to fhew that it is capable, at leat when improved, of
being carried into cffe.—I fay, That for ose perfon to do
this, and he an Individual whofe avocations were rumerous,
will be acknowledged a bufinefs of fome magnitude—And ta
fuy the truth, Had the difficulties and expences of the undertak-
ing been all forefeen, it is probable they would never have
been encountered.

But thefe obftacles in part furmounted—the correfpondence
open—and acceptable materials pouring in from all quarters; a
flattering expefation is now entertained, That, for the future,
little more than moderate Application, and wife Selection, will
be neceflary.

Three years are elapfed fince this defign was fubmitied to the
pubhc‘eye,———at‘ld one volume of the work is, at length, finithed:
of courfe there has been opportunity to judge of the defeéts of
the plan. At prefent, the Author himfelf perceives no material
alterations that would be likely to better it, nor any very con-
fiderable additions that need be made to ir; but he withes that
the execution had been more worthy of the defign.—Having,
however, learned by experience, That the materials for the Re-
gifter will fometimes be of uncertain limits, he is pleafed with
havmg, by accident, faid in his firft propofals, That the Regifter
is not to confiff of more t/mn tawo parts in a year, UNLESS IN
EXTRAORDINARY cASEs. Such cafes he now finds may hap-
pen.  And they will probably occur in the year when a volume
begins, on account of the Preface, the neww lift of Baptift churches,
&c. and in the year when any volume exds, on account of the

Addenda, Corrigenda, and Index,

. The principal inftruétions which my brethren have had the
goodnefs to fend me, concerning the future publication of the
work, are thefe, < Abridge fome of the Affociation Letters”—
¢ entirely drop others”—<¢ when extra@s of them are printed,
a {maller type may be ufed”—*¢ this will give room for a brief
analyfis of many of the books which are printed by our de-

nomination,
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nomination, as well as of fome others”—s¢ and if your zews.
carrent articles come out early, and the o/Z ones are good,
the more the better, eyen if the Regifter fhould now and then
extend to three or four Numbers a year’—<¢ yet the prefent is
a very unfavourable time for religious publications, as multis
tudes of the members of our churches are, on account of the
war, out of all employ, and fome of their families in a flarving
condition.”

Of thefe directions, and all others in future, that may be dif~
tinguifhed by the fame good fenfe, I fhall, no deubt, moft cheer-
fully avail myfelf: and I take this opportunity of returning my
fincereft thanks,

TO ALL THE BRETHREN, AT HOME AND ABROAD, WHOSE
BENEVOLENT ASSISTANCE HAS FACILITATED THE PLANT=
ING A TREE WHICH JUST BEGINS TO BUD, AND PROMISES
%O BLOSSOM AND BEAR FRUIT, ONLY IN PROPORTION AS
IT SHALL BE MANURED, AND PRUNED, AND PROPPED, BY
THEIR FOSTERING HAND ; AND FAVOURED WITH THE SUNw
SHINE AND SHOWERS OF THEIR APPROBATION,

But fhould this fervice, in which I am engaged, be crowned
with the bleffing of our Lord and Mafter himfelf, fo that it may,
in fome meafure, induce our churches To admire and adore
the Grace and Faithfulnefs of God to his people in paft days—
To leflen each others {orrows by fympathy, and To increafe one
anothers joys by a mutual participation of them, at prefent—or
if, in future, when I have been « long to the duft gone down,”
this work may be affiting to {fome faithful hiftorian of a peopls
whofe fentiments it is expe&ted will in the ages to come, cover
she awbole earth: or fhould it tend in any degree to illuftrate the
charatter of God, to difplay the glory of the Redeemer, to ad-
vanc: the holinefs of his people, and ta promote peace, goods
will, and felicity, among the who]e brotherhood of man, my fas
tisfaftion will be vnBouxpED. I remain, in everlafting bonds,
the willing Servant of all the churches,

Wo. 11, Grange Road,
December, 1793. Joun Rirrox.
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THIS Lift was firft colle®ed about two years ago, by our
much efteemed brother, James Smith, Efq. Since then
it has been altered in about an hundred and fifty places,
and the Welfh Lift {ubjoined to it. If, after the incre-
dible pains taken to render it correct,there are any material
errors in it, upon being pointed out, they may be noticed
among the Errata in the following part of this work,



A LIST OF THE

PARTICULAR BAPTIST CHURCHES
In ENGLAND.

F .
-

BEDFORDSHIRE.

CHURCHES.,

BEDFORD - -
Bigglefwade - -
Blunham - -~ =

NAMES OF PASTORS, *

James Bowers
Martin Mayle

Carlton - =~ - - John Weft
Carrington Cotton Ead  William Kilpin
Cayfo - - - - - William Dickens
Cranfield - - - - [Ebenezer Keach
Dunftable - - - -——— Hughes
Leighton Buzzard -
Little Storton - - - John Emery
Luton - - - - ThomasPilly
Maulden - - - - William Coles
Ridgmount ~ - - - William Pike
Sharnbrook =~ « - Richard Grindon
Southil - - - - John Gamby
Steventon - - -
Thorn - - - = Robert Faulkner
BERKSHIRE.

Abingdon - - -~

Farringdon - - -~
Newbury - - -

Oakingham -
Reading
Wantage - - -

" Daniel Turner and
John Evans

James Bicheno

Thomas Davis

# Many of the churches in this lifk are delitute of paflors, but moft
of them are fupplied with mipiflers.

BUCKING-
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BUCKINGHAMSHIRE.

CHURCHES.

NAMES OF PASTORS:

Cheneys - - - - Nathan Sharman
Chefham - - - - James Sleap
Colnbrook - - -~ William Walker
High Wycombe - - William Scott
Newport Pagnell - - John Muddiman
Olney - - = - - JohnSutchiff
Princes Rifborough -  Jofeph Crook
Stony Stratford - - John Goodrich
Woodrow - - - Richard Morris.
CAMBRIDGESHIRE,

Cambridge - - -
Cottenham
Gamlingay - -
Needingworth -

- -

P’

Thomas Baron

Thomas Ladfon
Thomas Lee

"Soham - - - Francis Bland
Sutton - ~ =

Wifbeach - -

Over = =~ « =

§ 1 i 1 3 & t

CHESHIRE.

Chefter - -
Brafey-Green - - - -

- -

Warford - - - - ThomasHolt
CORNWALL.

Chacewater - - - - Robert Redding

Falmouth - - - - -
CUMBERLAND.

Broughton - - - - Jacob Hutton

‘Whitehaven - - - - William Graham
DERBYSHIRE.,

Codnor - ~ - = - CharlesBriggs

Lofcoe - - - - - - 'William Fletcher

DEVON-
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DEVONSHIRE.
CHURCHYS. NAMES OF PASTORS.
Bampton - - - -
Bovey Tracey - - -
Cullumpton - =~ - Nich. Gillard
Dartmouth - - - -
Exeter -« « « - «
Kingfbridge - ~ - - Humphrey Penn
Plymouth - ~ - - Philip Gibbs
'W. Winterbotham, affift.

PlymouthDock - - - Ifaiah Birt
Prefcott - - - - - Benjamin Thomas
Tiverton - - < - Daniel Sprague
Upottery - - - - John Rippon, fen.

DORSETSHIRE.
Loughwood - - - Samuel Burford

Samuel Norman, affiftant
Lyme - - - - . Jofeph Dawfon
Winbourn - - - - Jofhua Braker

DURHAM.
Cold-Rowley - - - John Rofs
Hamfterly - - - - Charles Whitefield

ESSEX.

Braintree - - John Hornblow
Caftle Hedingham -
Colchefter - -
‘Earls-Colne -
Harlow - . -
Langham - -

- Thomas Stevensg
- Major G. Pudney
-~ IHaac Gould

- Zenas Trivett

Potter Street James Brown

Ridgewell - Humph. Larwill
Saffron Walden Matt. Walker
Waltham Abbey John Davis
GLOUCESTERSHIRE.
Bourton - - . . Benjamin Beddome

William Wilkins, afliftant
Campden - - - - Elitha Smith
Chalford - - - - David Hughes
Cheltenham - - - Samuel Dunfcombe ‘
iz Cirencefler
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GLOUCESTERSHIRE.

CHURCHES.

Cirencefter - -
Coldford =« - -
Fairford - - -
Hilfley - . -
Horfley - - -
Kingftanley -

Natton - - - -
Sodbury - « -
Tetbury - - -
Tewkibury - -

Thornbury - - -
Weftmancote - -
Wotton-under-edge

LI I R N N DU DU DN BN SR B B |

NAMES OF PASTORS,

‘William Dore
William Hitchman
Benjamin Francis
7th day Brethren
Thomas Ferribee
Jofeph Burchell
Thomas Biffeck

Thomas Symmons

HAMPSHIRE.

Broughton - - - -
Lockerly - - = =
Lymington -

Portfmouth, 1ft Church

John Stekes

Haac Stradling

Jofeph Horfey

Daniel Miall, afliftant

— , d:d Church  Peter Edwards
umfey an .
Southampton } John Nike
Whitchurch - - = Charles Cole
HEREFORDSHIRE.
Leominfler - - - Jofhua Thomas
Ryeford - - - - James Williams
HERTFORDSHIRE.
Codicote - - - =« Alexander Thompfon
Hempftead - - - - Jehn-Liddon
Hertford - -~ - +« Robert Bafkerville
Hitchin - - - - JohnGeard
Hoddefdon - - -
Moarket Street - - -
St. Albans - - - - JohnGill
Tring -« - -« « - John Clement
Watford - = . -

HUN-
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HUNTINGDONSHIRE.

CHURCHES.
Great Gedding =

" Great Granfdon - -
Spaldwick - - - -

NAMES OF PASTORS.

John Howfon

KENT.

Afhford - - -
Beflel’'s Green - -
Canterbury -
Chatham
Cranbrook - -
Eythorn - - - -
Folkftone, 1ft Church
, 2d Church
Greenwich - - =
Margate and Shallows
Sandhurt -~ - - -
Sevenoaks - - - -
Smarden - - - -
Tenterden - - - -
‘Woolwich, 1ft Church
ey 2d Church

Thomas Cromwell
John Stanger

John Knott, jun.
George Stonchoufe
Thomas Ranger
William Atwood
Francis Read
Richard Hutchings
Jonathan Purchis
William Copping
Michael Bligh
Thomas Wake
John Lioyd

Robert M’Gregor
Adam Freeman

LANCASHIRE.

Accrington -
Bacup - - -
Blackburn - -
Cloughfold - -
Coln - - - =
Goodfhaw Chapel -
Hag Gate - - -
Hawkfheadhill -
Liverpool - -
Manchefter -

Ogden - - -
Prefton - - -
Rochdale - -
Tottlebank -

Warrington -

' '
L N I I I

William Wade,
John Hirft
James Miller
Robert Hyde
John Stutterd
John Nuttall
William Smith

Samuel Medley
John Sharp
Thomas Littlewood
Thomas Harbottle

LEICESTER-
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LEICESTERSHIRE.
CHURCHES. NAMES OF PASTORS.,
Arnfby - - - = - Robert Hall
Bottesford - - - -
Foxton - - - =~ =~ Jofhua Burton
Leicefter - - - - William Carey
Lutterworth - - -
Sheepthead - - - Robert Mills
Sutton in the Elms - - Thomas Edmonds
LINCOLNSHIRE.
Bofton - - - - -
Horncaftle - - - -
Lincoln - - - - =~ Jofhua Jones
Spalding - -~ - - James Craps
MIDDLESEX.

Bow - - -~ - - JohnKnott, fen.

Hammerfmith - -

Staiies - - - -

LONDON.
Chapple Street - -
CrierLEGATET - - John Reynolds
Ditto, yth day . - - Robert Burnfide
DEvonNsHIRESQUARE  Timothy Thomas
Eagle Street - - ~ William Smith
GoopM4AN’s FIELDS - Abraham Booth
GRAFTONSTREET - John Martin

Great Ayliffe Street -
Lincoln’s Inn Fields
Mitchell Street = - - Thomas Powell.

Piccadilly - - - - Jofeph Gwennap

+ The minifters and meffengers of the churches in ZLondoz and
Southaark, who are in this. lift ditinguithed from the reft by fmal
capitals, conftitute the Particular Baptift Furd, which was inftitute
for the relief of poor minifters and churches in England, Wales,
&c. &c. To promote the defign, a colleftion is annually made in thefe
¥en congregations. It amounted, in the diftribution of 1790, to the
fum of 6371. 16s. 3d. Befide thefe ¢ollettions; the whole intereft of the
fund capital is every year given away.

T This Society colleSts for the fund, and alfo reccives affiffance

from it. )
Red-



BAPTIST CHURCHES IN ENGLAND,

LONDON.

CHURCHES.

Redcrofs Street  « -
Spitalfields - - -
WiILD STREET ~ -

Windmill Hill, Moor-
fields - - -

NAMES OF PASTORS.

Dr. Stennet
Jofeph Stennett, affiftant

SOUTHWARK *

Blacksfields - - -
CarRTER LANE -
Dean STREET -
Ewer Street - -

Michael Brown
John Rippon, jun.
William Button

Greenwalk - - James Upton
Maze Ponp James Dore
Snowsfields - -~ -
UnicorN Yarp - - Daniel Williams
NORFOLK.
Claxton - - - - Henry Utting
Dereham - - - - Robert Denham
Difs - - - - - Charles Farmery
Great Ellingham - - John Ewing
Ingham - - - - John Hooke
Lynn - - - - - William Richards
Norwich, 1ft church - Jofeph Kinghorn
————y, 2d church - Mark Wilks
Shellfanger - - - Thomas Smith
Worftead - - - - Edward Trivett
Yarmouth - - - - Jabez Browne

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE.

Braunftone -
Clipftone - -
Gretton - - -
Guilfborough -
Hackleton -~ -
Irthlingborough -
Kettering, 1t church
oo, 24 church -

S

Jobn Simmons
William Morris
William Butler
John Edmonds
John Luck
William Hall
Andrew Fuller
John Satchell

* Properly in the county of Surrey.

Longbugby
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NORTHAMPTONSHIRE.
C€MURCHES. NAMES OF PASTORS.

Longbugby - - - William Cole
Middleton Cheney - Thomas Green
Moulton - - - - Edward Sharman
Northampton - - - John Ryland, jum
Ringftead - - - - Robert Tweltree
Rhode - - - - - William Heighton
Rufhden - - - - William Knowles
Thrapftone - - -
Towcefter - - - - Thomas Skinner
Walgrave - - - - Alexander Payne
Wefton by Weedon - JohnLaw

NORTHUMBERLAND.
Hexham - - - -
Newcaftle -« - - -

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE.
Collingham -~ - - William Shaw

Nottingham - - « Richard Hopper
Sutton Afhfield - -

OXFORDSHIRE.
Chipping-norton - Thomas Purdy
Coat -« ~ =~ = Thomas Dunfcombe

Hook-norton - =~
Oxford - - =~
Witney - - -

Benjamin Whitmore
James Hinton

RUTLANDSHIRE.
Qakham - - -~ - Abraham Greenwood
SHROPSHIRE.
Bridgenorth - - - HenryButterworth
Brofeley - - - - William Crowther
Shefnall - - - -

Shrewfbury - -

3 SOMERSET-



BAPTIST CHURCHES IN ENGLAND, 1 §

SOMERSETSHIRE.
CHUREHES. NAMES OF PASTORS,

Bath - - - -

Beckington =~ - - John Alford
Bridgewater - - -
BrisToL, Broadmead - Caleb Evans
Pithay - - John Tommas
Chard - - - - - Samuel Rowles
Crofcomb - - - - Samuel Evans
Frome - - - - - JechnKingdon
Hatch - - « - James Adams
Horfington - - - John Cox
Paulton - - =~ - IfaacSotteridge
Road - - =~ ~ - Matthews
Stogumber - - - - Aaguftus Crifp
Wellington - - - Robert Day
Yeovill - - - =~ John Gillaxd
STAFFORDSHIRE.
Cofeley - - - =~ Jofeph Biflell
Thomas Smith
Hanley-green John Hindle
SUFFOLK.

Ipfwich - - - - George Hall
Wattiham - - - John Hitchcock

SURREY .
Guildford - - - - John Chamberlain
Kingfton - - - =«

SUSSEX.
Battle - - - - WilliamVidler
Brighthelmftone - -
Lewes - - - - Jofeph Middleton
Rotherfield - - - William Coe

ye - - =~ =~ - ThomasPurdy

Slougham - - - -~ Thomas Humphry
Uckfield - - - - Richard Butcher
Wivelsfield - - - Henry Booker

4+ Sec Southwark, after London,
WARWICK-
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WARWICKSHIRE.

b ¥

CHURCHES.

Aulcefter - - =~
Birmingham, 1ftchurch
— =, 2d church
Coventry - - -
Henly-in-Arden - -
Ryton - - - -

Warwick - - =~ -

NAMES OF PASTORS.

William Pendered
Samuel Pearce
Edward Edmonds
John Butterworth
John Tift

Peter Reece

WILTSHIRE.

Bradford - -

Bratton - - < - John Cooper

Calne - - - - - Iaac Taylor

Crockerton - - - John Clark

Devizes - - - -

Downton - - - -

Grittleton - - - Richard Mofely

Malmfbury - - -

Melkfham - - -

North Bradley - -

Salifbury - - - - JohnSaffery

Trowbridge - - - Nathaniel Rawlins

Weftbury Leigh - - Robert Mar{hman
WORCESTERSHIRE.

Bewdley - - - - Richard Baylis

Bromfgrove - - - James Butterworth

Dudley - - - - - T, Williams

Fvefham - - =~ - Laurence Butterworth

Perthore - - - - John Afton

Shipftone on Stour* -

Stourbridge - - - Benjamin Mafon

Upton - - - - -

Worcefter - - - - John Poynting

YORKSHIRE.

Barnold{fwick - - - Nathan Smith

Bingley - - - - - William Hartley

Bifhop Burton - - - David Kinghorn

* Mr. Elitha Smith fupplies this Church as we]l as Campden in

Gloucefterfhire.

4 Bradford



BAPTIST CHURCHES IN ENGLAND,

YORKSHIRE.

CHURCHES.

Bradford - -
Bridlington -
Bramley - -
Cornfhaw - -
Cowlinghill -
Drifheld - - -
Yarfley - - -
Gilderfome - -
Gifborn Foreft -
Halifax - -
Haworth - - -
Hebden Bridge -
Hul - - - - -
Keldwick - -

Leeds, 1ft Church -
seeamory 2d Church -
Rawden - - -
Sallendinenook -
Scarborough -
Sh-fheld - -
Shipley - - -

[ I S S B B 1

Steeplane -
Swtton -~ -
Slaughwaite - -
Wainfgate - - -

(R T N T T S TR B

[ N R S T TS TR T S NN N NS SN BN B |

NAMES OF PASTORS.
‘William Crabtree
Jofeph Gawkrodger
Joleph Afkwith
Bryan Gowgill

James Shuttleworth
William J. Wrightfon
Wiiliam Roe

James Afhworth

John Cherry

Miles Oddy

John Fawecett and Son
John Beatfon

James Shuttleworth
Thomas Langdon
William Price

John Oulton

Jothua Wood
William Hague

John Bowfer
John Draycup
John Walton

John Parker.

13
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A LIST

oF THE

PARTICULAR BAPTIST CHURCHES

In W AL ES
2790,
R
CHUREHES, COUNTIES. MINISTERS.,
Aberduar- Carmarthen Zachary Thomas, paft.
David Saunders, ditto
David Davis, ditto
Timothy Thomas, ditto
Aberyftwyth Cardigan
Beaumaris Anglefea Richard Michael, ditto
Bethefda Monmouth  John Hier, ditto
Blaenau Ditto Edmund Watkins, do.
Evan Henry, ditto
'Thomas Mofes, ditto
Bontnewydd Denbigh Jenkin Davis, ditto
Bryn-Salem Glamorgan
Builth Brecknock  William Jones, ditto
Caerleon Monmouth  Thomas Evans, ditto
Capel-y-fim Brecknock  Jofhua Andrews, ditto
George Watkins, ditto
Carmarthen, Carmarthen David Evan, ditto
in Dark-gate Owen Rees, affiftant
Carmarthen, Ditto Stephen Davis; paft.
in Priory-fireet Nath. Williams, affift.
Daniel Davis, ditto
Cil-fowyr Pembroke  David Evan, paftor
David Rees, ditto
Jobn Rees, ditto
Craig, in Newcaftle Carmarthen David Jones, ditto
John Richards, ditto
Dolau* Radnor James Griffith
Ebenezer Pembroke = W.Williams,Efq. paft.
Thomas Harry, ditto.
Lewis Evan, a helper
Ebenezes Anglefea
Engine Glamorgan

* Dawid Evan, the paftor of the church at Dolax, 2 moft faithful
laborious minifter, is lately dead, B. FrRaKCIs.

Glyn
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CHURCHES.
Glyn-
Hengoed

Horeb

Llanbedr-ar-y-fro

Lilanelli
Llandyfaen
Llanfachreth
Llangloffan

Llanwenarth
Maes-y-berllan

Merthyr Fydfil
Molefton

Neath
Nevin

Nottage
Pant-teg
Pentref

Pen-y-fai
Pontypool
Ramoth
Rhydwilim
Salem
Salem
Swanfea

Swanfea, Back-lane

Trafnant
Twyn-Gwyn
Uik

Wrexham
Y firad-dafodog

COUNTIES.

Denbigh
Glamorgan

Carnarvon
Glamorgan
Carmarthen
Ditto
Anglefea
Pembroke

Monmouth
Brecknock

Glamorgan
Pembroke

Glamorgan
Carnarvon

Glamorgan
Carmarthen
Radnor

Glamorgan
Monmouth
Merioneth
Carmarthen
Ditto
Denbigh
Glamorgan
Ditto
Monmouth
Ditto
Ditto
Denbigh
Glamorgan

MINISTERS.
Edward Jones, helper
Lewis James, paftor
Watkin Edwards, do-
William Harry, ditto

Morgan Rees, ditte
Morris Jones, ditto

John Williams, ditto
David Lewis, ditto
Henry Davis, ditto
Thomas Lewis, ditto
Caleb Harris, ditto
Dayid Evans, diito
Charles Morgan
Edward Evan, paftor
Benjamin Davis, do.
Stephen Arley
Daniel Davis

Chriftmas Evans
Hugh Evans

David Powell, ditte
John David

John Evans, ditto
Morgan Evans, ditto
Jonathan Francis, do.
Morgan Rees, ditto
John Jones

George Rees, ditto
Benjamin Philips, do.
John Evans, ditto
Benjamin Morgan, do.

Miles Edwards, ditte

Edmond Watkins
Jofeph Jenkins, ditto

_There is one General Baptif church in Wales, and but one,
viz. Craig-fargod, Glamorgan. This church is of about 40
years ftanding : it went off from Hengoed. Mr. Jacob Ifaac
was the paftor of it; but he is removed to Morton-Hamp-

ftead, Devon.

The



16 BAPTIST CHURCHES IN WALES; 1790,

The namber of paftors and minifters which fome of the
Welch churches have, will appear very extraordinary to an
Englith reader, till he is informed, that fome of them confit
of feveral branches, which meet at the fame time, but in
different places of worthip : thus, Aberduar church has four
paftors, and four meeting houfes, where preaching and the
ordinances are adminiftered regularly. In moft of the old
churches that appear in the Welth lift, there are zwo, three,
fours and five meeting houfes in the connection as branches,
and where public fervice is catried on as regularly as at the
mother-church. o

The two churches in the town of Carmarthen, have fix
meeting-houfes belonging to them. Pant-zeg hath a branch
of it at Llandyfyl, in the fame county, with a good meeting-
houfe. Graig has another, at a place called Llwyndavid, in
Cardiganthire. Cilfowyr hath three meeting-houfes befides
the mother-church, and a moiety in a good houfe built at
Newport in Pembrokethire.  Ebenezer have a much larger
and more commodious houfe at Cardigan, with regular
fervice. Llangloffan have two other houfes, and a moiety in
the one at Newport, Rhbydwilim is alfo poffefled of two other
very good houfes. Moleflon church has lately erefted an
excellent houfe at Haverford-Weft 5 and there 1s a profpet
of extending the intereft in that neighbourhood. The fame
obfervations may be made.of other ehurches; and this ac-
counts for the neceflity of having a mumber of minifiers in
the fame, church.



THE ASSOCIATION:
A POEM,
MOST RESPECTFULLY ADDRESSED

MEMBERS OF EACH BAPTIST ASSOCIATION.

sy BENJAMIN FRANCIS, A. M:

NOT the vain tribe; affembled at the bally ,
Or glittering late, like glow-worms, at Vaux-hally
Or.ftaring’ wild around the frantic ftage;
At mimic forms of mimic love and rage;
Eagerly feeding on infeéted wind,
And madly ftarving the immortal mind,—
Nor the grave fynod, grave in garb I mean,
‘Where lords of conicience, and her rights convene,
Where fuperftition fanctifies old creeds,
And prieftcraft triumphs in oppreflive deeds j—
Nor the grand fenate of the Britifh realm,
That aids the hand ordain’d to guide the helm,
Where eloquence difplays her pow’rful charms
To theathe the fword, or roufe the world to arms,~=
Nor courts; nor camps,—attra& my peaceful eyess
Far dearer fights the fober mufe defcries,
Men view’d by angels with exulting joy,
As form’d to fhare their pleafures and employ;
Lights of the world, illum’d by grace divine,
In virtue firft, in glory next, to thine.
- Thee, blefs’d aflembly ! emblem of the throng

‘That praife the Lamb in one harmonious fong
On Zion’s hill, where joys celeftial flow,
The countlefs throng redeem’d from fin and woe
Thee, blefs’d affembly, have I oft furvey’d,
With fweet complacénce, charmingly array’d
In robes of truth, of fanélity and love,
Refembling faints and feraphim above.

No worldly motive, and no bafe defign,
But love of truth and purity divine, '
With pious zeal for the Redeemer’s caufe,
That firft conven’d thee and ordain’d thy laws,

‘ While



A POEM ON ASSOCIATIONS.

‘While Chriftian friendfhip join’d her aid apace,
To give thee ftrength, ftability, and grace,

As ’midft injurious thorns, uninjur’d grows
The {potlefs lily, or the fragrant rofe ;
So haft thou ftood, and rear’d thy beauteous head,
Where noxious errors their thick branches fpread,
Where fuperftition ftrikes her baneful root,
And vice produces her pernicious fruit :
Nor error, vice, nor fuperttition dare
‘With thee affemble, or thy counfels fhare ;
The facred page thy only rule and guide,
¢« Thus faith the Lord,” fhall thy debates decide ;
While charity wide fpreads her balmy wings
O’er different notions, in indifferent things,
And graceful order, walking hand in hand
With cheerful freedom, leads her willing band,
Thy bond of union, truth, and love divine ;
Immortal honors, wealth, and pleafures, thine:
One common intereft, intereft of the foul,
‘The good of ally in thee direéts the whole.

Art thou a hoft ! Yes; and thy leader He
‘Who vanquifh’d death on bloody Calvary,
‘Who crufh’d beneath his flaming chariot-wheel,
Th’ infernal ferpent that had bruis’d his heel,
‘Then rode triumphant in his fhining car,
Into the realms of deathlefs glory far,
‘Where he beftows, with ever-bounteous hands,
Immeortal crowns on his vi€torious bands,
And thence fupplies his valiant troops below
‘With heavenly arms to foil each hellith foe.
‘The war thou wageft is a war within,
A war with Satan, herefy, and fin:
Thine the red banner of the bleeding crofs,
Excelling gold, as gold excels the drofs:
The mighty weapons of thy warfare thow
A heaven-wrought temper, that defies the foe,
Arms to demolifh the {trong holds of hell,
And from the heart each tyrant vice expel;
No bloody fword, no human force or fkill,
Employ’d to plunder, captivate, and kill:
Sword of the Spirit arms thee for the field,
"Thy breaft-plate truth, undaunted faith thy fhield,
Thy helmet hope, falvation thine attire,
Love of thy Lor(i’ thy courage and thy fire ;
Fair righteoufnefs girds and adorns thee round,
And peace the trumpet thy {wift heralds found;

Thefe
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Thefe are the arms with which thy bands expel
The troops of Satan, and the force of hell,
Grim fuperftition, prieftcraft, error, fin,
And o’er the world a fpreading vitory win.
As the glad tribes through Judah’s happy land
In Zion met, at the Divine command,
With facred joy, on ftated folemn days,
To pay Jehovah their united praife ;
So, yearly, meet, from parts remote, in Thee,
When fummer fmiles on every herb and tree,
T’ aflociate brethren, paftors, deacons, friends,
And the full crowd that in thy train attends :
What pleafure fprings in each fraternal breaft,
Glowing with love, careffing, and careft !
How blefs’d the throng, how beautiful the fight,
Where each infpires, and each receives delight!
Where grace and nature fhed their blended rays,
T'o warm devotion, and enliven praife !
Wett of Sabrina *, oft mine eyes have feen
"Thy fons aflembled on the fpacious green,
*Midft folemn hills that echo back the fong,
And feem to liften to the preacher’s tongue.
AMERICA, where native freedom reigns,
Views thee conven’d through her extenfive plains,
Diffufing light, and peace, and joy around
“The various States that know the Gofpel found.
In thee, benignant fupplication leads
The facred fervice, and with ardor pleads
Before the throne, whence grace and glory flow,
For the wide world involv’d in guilt and woe.
In thee, thankfgiving, from a thoufand tongues,
To heaven afcends in evangelic fongs,
While love and joy in every bofom glow,
And form a tranfient paradife below.
In thee, are read epiftles richly fraught
With truths fublime, in facred Scripture taught,
And various tidings of the churches’ ftate,
That prompt our grief, or pious joy create ;
One letter mourns the faithful paftor dead,—
Or names difown’d—or love and concord fled ;
Another, in a thankful ftrain, declares
How Ifiael’s Shepherd for his Ifrael cares,
How Jefus’ fheep ftill multiply and thrive,
And how the ftray’d fafe in the fold arrive.

¥ The river Severn which divides England and Wales,

In
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In thee, the heralds of falvation found
The trump of grace, diffufing joy around :
Celeftial fire flames on the preacher’s tonguey
Hlumes and warms the wide attentive throng :
‘The frozen heart diffolves in pious grief,
The contrite mind receives divine relief.
In thee, the guardians of the churches’ weal,
Whofe bofoms glow with unabating zeal,
With balmy counfel their diforders heal,
And truth and love and purity promote
Among the fheep, Immanuel’s blood has bought.
In thee, impartial difcipline maintains
Harmonious order, but aloud difclaims
All human force to rule the human mind,
Impofe opinions, and the confcience bind.
In thee, endearing fellowfhip imparts
Her facred pleafures to congenial hearts ;
A fellowthip refembling that above,
Where all is joy, perfection, praife, and love.
From thee, as once from hallowed Zion flow’d,
In cryftal fireams, celeftial light abroad,
Proceed colle¢ted rays of truths divine,
Which in the page of infpiration fhine,
To guide our feet, and cheer our drooping minds,
*Midft ills of mental and corporeal kinds.
May thine epiftles, like their facred fource,
Bid deferts fmile, thro’ their extenfive courfe,
Bid virtue flourith where profanenefs grows,
And fair religion bloffom like the rofé.
O bleft aflembly ! form’d to deal around
The balm of truth, to heal the mortal wound;
Conven’d to fan the flame of zeal divine,
And the foft bands of facred love intwine :
Long haft thou ftrove, nor haft thou ftrove in vain,
"To ftrengthen Zion, and her peace maintain;
Thy watchful eye has oft defcried the foe,
"Thy valiant arm has oft repell’d the blow :
Heaven crown thy labour, aid thy wiHin% hand,
And bid thee fhine the glory of the land !
Where-¢’er thou meeteit to the end of time,
In fair Britannia, or fome foreign clime,
Scill may’ft thou meet, blefs’d with abundant grace,
Beneath the fmiles of thy Redeemer’s face,
And join, at length, the ranfom’d hoft above,
In the full vifion of the God of Love!



THE

YORK axp LANCASHIRE LETTER,

ON CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE.

HE Minifters of the Denomination of Particular
Baptifts, met in Affociation at MANCHESTER, in
Lancathire, 24th and 25th of May, 1790,

To the feveral Churches they reprefent ;

Meeting at Leeds, Gilderfome, Rawden, Halifax, Salen-
dinenook, Hebden-Bridge, Wainfgate, Rochdale, Bacup, Clough-
Jold, Ackvington, Blackburn, Preflon, Colne, Barnoldfawick,
Cowling-Hill, and Sutton, fend Chriftian Salutation.

Dearly beloved Brethren !

THE fubje&t of our laft annual letter was the nature and
order of a Gofpel Church, and we are now requefted to
treat of Chriftian Experience. You need not be informed
that converfation and writing have fometimes been rendered
dark and confufed, for want of due care in fixing the fenfe
of the terms made ufe of to exprefs the principal fubje& of
difcourfe. We cannot help thinking this has frequently
been the cafe, when Chriftian Experience has been the topic
under confideration. There are fome who ufe the term in
fo loofe and indiftin&k a manner, as to render it, to us at
leaft, fcarcely intelligible; and others who affix to it fuch
ideas as in our apprehenfion are undeferving the name.
To juftify this remark, it needs only be obferved, that
perfons of warm paffions, and of an enthufiaftic turn of
mind, fometimes fancy themfelves to be experienced
Chriftians, becaufe they imagine they have heard ancome
mon voices, feen extraordinary vifions, or felt fome {uper-
natural impulfes ; or perhaps becaufe their animal {pirits
have been unufually moved by the pathetic addrefs of a
preacher, or by the time and manner in which fome

feripture has occurred to their memories.
13 Some



58 THE YORK AND LANCASHIRE LETTER,

Some pious men, by the incautious manner in which they
have expreflfed themfelves on this head, have given the ene-
mies of religion a fair opportunity for ridicule, and have
expoled its profeffors in general to the contemptuous {neers
of the profligate. To account for this, we may perhaps
venture to affirm, that though this fubje&t may be apparently
eafy of comprehenfion, vet, to attain a difliné}t idea of it, is
attended with eonfiderable difficulty. If our prefent attempt
fhould tend, in any meafure, to remove this difficulty, and
you thereby become wifer and better, we fhall think our-
felves amply compenfated, and, we hope, fhall moft chear-
fully give to God the glory. Our defign is to point out to
you the snature of Chriftian Experience; the means of im-
proving in it; and the advantages refulting from it; that
feeing its excellency, you may be induced to feek after the
attainment of it. But as all human efforts are in themfelves
ineffetual, it is hoped, brethren, that you will fincerely
unite with us in befeeching him, on whom all fuccefs
depends, to add his blefling, not only to this, but to every
other attempt to extend his fpiritual kingdom among men.

Experience, in its general acceptation, means knowledge
obtained by praltical proof; and it may be various as the
kinds of knowledge capable of being obtained by experi-
ment,

Chriftian Experience is that religious knowledge * which
a Chriftian acquires by any exercifes, enjoyments, or {uffer+
ings, cither of body or mind.

Knowledge confifting in a train of thoughts formed
folely by the'efforts of reafon, is called {peculation: fo far
as this is corrected and confirmed by experiment or practical
proof, it is experience.

The defign of religion is not fimply to furnifh the under-
ftandings of men with a regular {fyftem of truth; but alfo
thereby to affect the heart, and guide the life: hence the
obje&ts which it exhibits, are {furprifingly grand and import-
ant. Its great Author has manifefted to us his being,
perfettions, and works of creation, providence and grace.
The original, prefent and future eftate of man, is alfo clearly

* It may be thought that Chriftian. Experience confifts in difeerning
or feeling the influence of various objefts upon the mind; but perhaps
upon clofer enquiry, it will be found to confift rather in the imoavledge
we obtain by thofe fenfations. At leat Experience can be no way
ferviceable to us; but as it confifts in knowledge.—it is the knowledge of
what-we have {uffered, that induces us to avoid like occafions of fuflering
in future.

and
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and fully revealed; and nothing but the moft wilful inat-
tention can prevent us from peiceiving the neceffity, the
nature, the author, the means, and the end of falvation.

To preferve us from being heedlefsly entangled in the
deftrutive fnares of fin and Satan, they are carcfully and
explicitly pointed out to us. And left the objects of this
world, by being perpetually before our eyes, and courting
our fenfes, fhould gain too great an influence over our
hearts, we are fufficiently warned of their vanity, of the
approach of death, and of the awful folemnities, and dread«
ful or pleafing confequences of judgment to come.

The Sovereign Difpofer of all things, not only exhibits
before men a vaft variety of wonderful and affeCting. objects,
but, by his Spirit, he fecretly, yet certainly and powerfully
opens for them a way of accefs to the hearts of his people;;
fo that they feel their influence, and are thereby deeply and
laftingly affected. Hence they become the {ubjects of
repentance, love, joy, peace, long-fuffering, gentlenefs,
goodnefs, faith, meeknefs and temperance, with whatever
clle tends to diftinguith and ornament the Chriftian on
earth, or prepare him for glory in Heaven. Quickened by
the Spirit, they think upon their ways, and turn their feet
to the teftimonies of God. They turn from the deftructive
road of fin and death, and dependently, but firmly and
refolutely, fet their faces Zionwards. The frowns, the
fueers, and the {miles of the world, combined with the
allurements and buffetings of fin and Satan, are incapable
finally to divert their heaven-direCted feet from the paths
of virtue and glory.

The Chriftian, though through grace fixed and fteady in
his purpofe, meets for the prefent with a vaft variety of
things which give to hope and to fear an alternate dominion
over him ; and nothing, perhaps, occafions fuch a fluGtuation
in his joy and grief, as the various difpenfations of Providence
towards him. God, for wife purpofes, fometimes hides
himfelf, and makes darknefs his pavilion round about him.
The Chriftian’s providential day is fometimes clear and
fometimes cloudy ; now he is made to poffefs moments of
joy, and now months of vanity: at one time his counte~
nance is brightened by hope, at another dejected by fear.

In all this variety of erjoyment, fufféring and exercife,
both of body and mind, the judicious Chriftian colleéts a
ftock of very ufeful and important knowledge; and zbis is
it which we call Chriftian Experience.—In fpeculation a
man difcerns, but in experience he feels the truth ; in {pecu-

B 2 lation
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lation he becomes acquainted with the word of righteoufnefs,
but in experience he feels its power, he fees with his eyes,
he looks upon, and his hands handle the word of life; in
fpeculation he prefumes, but in experience he zaffes that the
Lord is gracious,

If our ideas of Experience be intelligible and juft, you
will fee a propriety in liftening to the means, by which fo
invaluable a treafure may be obtained or improved. Thefe
we are now defigning to fet before you; and though we
believe that the agency of the Spirit is abfolutely neceflary
to form the experienced Chriftian, yet we venture to recom-
mend to you the following things, as means properly adapted
to the attainment of this end.

1. Engage yourfelves {eriouly in the fervice of God. Do
not content yourfelves with a partial or trifling fervice 3 but
be concerned to underftand, efteem, and pra&ifs whatfoever
God hath commanded you. Reckon that the time paft of
your lives may even more than fuffice you to have either
openly oppofed or partially ferved him. Aim, like the
blefled apoftle, at cafting down imaginations and every high
thing that exalteth itfelf againft the knowledge of God, and
bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of
Chrift.  You cannot reafonably hope to acquire Chriftian
Experience, till you begin to be Chriftians.

The philofopher, the politician, the foldier, and the
Chriftian, begin to acquire experience when they begin to
practife the duties pertaining to their refpeétive profeffions.
So long, therefore, as you refufe or hefitate to engage your-
{elves 1in the Chriftian warfare, {o long you will unavoidably
remain deftitute of Chriftian Experience.

On the contrary, when you begin to think and to aét like
Chriftians ; that is, when you become fruitful in ever
fpecies of Chriftian praltice, you may reafonably hope to
become rich in Chriftian Experience. When you engage
yourfelves to live godly in Chrift Jefus, you will unavoidably
expofe yourfelves to perfecution, and become fubject to
tribulation : tribulation will work patience, and patience
experience, which is the object we fuppofe you folicitous
to obtain.

2. You muft not only be affive, but attentive, if you are
defirous to become Expericnced Chriftians. Experience is
the fruit of thought and patient obfervation: whoeyer
therefore would attain it, muft have his eyes open, his
attention awake. A foldier may have feen and taken part
in much adtual fervice ; he may have fhared with others in

danger
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danger and deliverance ; but becaufe he has not carefully
obferved the fteps in which he was led on and expofed to
peril, nor duly attended to the means of his deliverance, he
ftill remains deftitate of experience 3 and fo incapable, not-
withftanding his practice, cither to advife others, or conduct
himfelf when fimilar circumftances may in future occar.
A foldier determined to acquire fkill in his profeffion,
carefully notices, not only the events which occur, but alfo
the caufes which produced, and the effe¢ts which follow
them.

He marks the road by which he has been conducted to
defeat, or to viory, with fuch precifion, that he cannot
afterwards eafily miftake it.—From thefe obfervations it
follows, that the oldeft in the fervice is not always the moft
experienced foldier; and by a fimilar train of reafoning, it
would not be difficult to fthew, that the oldeft Chriftian is
not always, or neceffarily, the moft rich in experience. We
therefore recommend it to you, brethren, as promotive of
Chriftian Experience, to obferve carefully every thing that
paffes in your minds—notice your thoughts, your defires,
your confli¢ks, your elevations and depreflions, your hopes,
fears and joys, and every other affection and propenfion of
the mind : But then you muft not mark what paffes in the
mind, like an unconcerned {pectator 3 rather, like an allive
magiftrate, yon muft carefully enquire into the reafon of
every thing you fee there. Are you elevated or deprefled to
an unufual degree? Be folicitous to know the veafon of
it; and if on fome occafions you find that none can be
afligned, either of the one or the other, this will, at leaft,
afford you a fair opportunity to correct your levity, or difli-
pate your melancholy. In a dreary moment you will adopt
the Plalmift’s language, and fay to your foul, becaufe of its
unreafonable difquictude, “ Why art thou caft down, O
my foul ! and why art thou difquicted in me? Hope thou
in God, for I fhall yet praife him for the help of his counte-
pance.”

-TD know the origin of the different affeCtions of our
minds, and to mark the degree to which they are carried,
I8 an attainment peculiarly defirable, becaufe thereby we are
enabled to form a juft eftimate of our charaéter, and fo
become poffeffed of what ought to be the purfuit of all—an
experimental acquaintance with ourfelves.

If you are folicitous to become rich in experience, it will
be neceflary to mark the workings of your hearts in every
¥arjous fituation in which Providence may place you. A

B3 change
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change in our worldly circumflances, occupation, courfe ¢f
reading, company, and treatment from men, has a powerful
influence upon the mind, and feldom fails, if duly attended
to, to furnifh us with a deep infight into our own hearts.

This world is full of changes, fome pleafing, and many
affli¢tive, but all highly ufeful to the obfervant Chriftian
for while he is carefully noticing their different influences
upon his own mind, he is largely adding to his flock of
Chriftian Experience.

Confiderable advantages may be derived from comparing
your own cafes with thofe of others, and efpecially fuch as
ate recorded in the word of God. By fo doing, you may
be corrected or confirmed, and your talent for obfervation
confiderably improved.

3. Your experimental acquifitions muft be retained in
your memeories.

Let a man colle& wealth in ever fo great abundance;
vet, if he inftantly fquander it about him, if he have not a
notion of faving as well as of getting, we may reft affured
he will never become rich.

Whatever knowledge you may acquire, if you are mot
careful to keep it in memory, you will after all remain igno-
yant. To what purpofe is it that you once fee the truth,
if you inftantly forget it, juft as a man beholdeth his natural
face in a glafs, and goeth away, and forgetteth what manner
of man he was ?

You will become experienced Chriftians, brethren, when
you remember all the way which the Lord your God hath
jed you thefe many years in the wildernefs, to humble you
and to prove you, to know what was in your hearts, whether

ou would keep his commandments or no ; when you faith-
fully record the mercies of the Lord your God; when you
remember him from the land of Jordan, and of the Hermo-
nites from the hill Mizar, places where God has blefled and
comforted you.

"T'o aid your recolleCtion, brethren, frequently tell over
your intellectual treafure; by which you will render it
familiar, and fix it in your memeries.

If you would do it with prudence, guarding againft
enthufiafm and pride, we would recommend it to you, to
call round abcut you thofe that fear God ; and for mutual
edification, teil them what great things he has done for yous
but if you caft your pearls before fwine, they will turn
again, and rend you.

Laftly,
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Laftly, Improve your Experiences. A man who aims at
becoming rich, is not only affiduous to collect and to keep,
but alfo to augment his treafure. He does not wrap it up
in 2 napkin, but puts it out to ufury; by which means his
wealth is daily increafing.

Follow this example in regard to your experiences: {uffer
them not to lie ufelefs, but employ them in correéting
yourfelves, or in communicating wholefome advice to others.
By what you know of the paft, you will anticipate the future,
and fo be prepared for doing or fuffering the will of your
Maker.

It will be all in vain, that you endeavour to keep in
memory the things that you have feen and heard and learned,
if your knowledge be not applied to fome practical purpofe.
WUie your experience, therefore, to put you upon your guard
in an hour of temptation ; to guide you in a time of difh-
culty, and to fortify your minds under the preflure of afflic-
tion: like David, recolle&t the time and place where God
has bleffed you, that you may be induced to repofe a chearful
confidence in him for the future. As far as in you lies, let
your attainments be employed for the advantage of others;
for in fo doing you will find yourfelves amply rewarded,
you will receive your own again with ufury.

To alleviate your toil, and excite your diligence, we now
beg leave to call your attention to the fruit of your labour.
Here, brethren, you will not fpend your ftrength for naught,
and your money for that which 1s not bread; for,

1. It will tend to improve your felf-kngwledge, and qua-
lify you for felf-government. By experience you will become
acquainted with your own frailties, your eafily-befetting
fins, and will anticipate the difficulties you have to meet in
any fituarion in which you may be hereafter providentially
Placed, and confequently vou will be enabled to make fuitable
provifion againft them. You will be hereby preferved from
that inadvertence and temerity fo common to inexperienced
minds; you will think more deliberately, and a& more
o?utlou!]y; and of courfe you will be fubjet to fewer
difappointments than they. By experience you will be
taught to preferve a happy evenncfs of temper, fo that trifles
will be mc'apable of moving you from your ftedfaftnefs.

YO_B. will bear adverfity with patient refignation and
prevailing fortitude ; and you will enjoy profperity, not
\Yxth unmanly exultation, but with humility and modera-
tion. In adverfity you will not fuddenly fay, © God hath

B 4 forgotten
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forgotten me;” nor in profperity, My mountain ftands
ftrong, I fhall never be moved.”

2. Experience will teach you the true worth of religion.
By this you will not only fee its glory, but feel its powerful
conftraining influences. Experience will convince you,
that the religion of Jefus is no engine of ftate; that the
gofpel is no cuhningly devifed fable, but a fyftem of truth
able to make you wife to falvation—a merciful difpenfation
of God to your fouls, by which your eyes have been opened,
your errors corrected, your graces formed and firengthened,
your fears diffipated, and your comforts greatly enlarged.
This will increafe your affetion to it, and render you more
and more defirous to live under its influences.

3. Experience will qualify you for fingular ufefulnefs in
the Church. You will know how to comfort the defpond-
ing, check the prefuming, and moderate the rafhnefs of the
inconfiderare,

It will teach you to fympathize with the affliCted, to
guide the doubtful, and to foften and appeafe the {pirits of
the refentful. Your words will be forcible, becaufe they
will be right ; and good, becaufe they will be fpoken in {feafon.
Your lips will feed many, and your words be like apples of
gold in piftures of filver.

Laftly, Experience will afford you an unequivocal proof
of your intereft in the blefings of redemption. Your
faith and love, tried in fuch a variety of ways, and for a
length of time, will no longer remain doubtful. Your
relationthip to Chrift will be inconteftibly verified, and your
hope and joy abundant. Thus, the trial of your faith will
be more precious than gold, though it be tried in the fire s
and in the final iffue, be found unto praife, and honour, and
glory, at the appearing of Jefus Chrift. To be rich in
experience, is to have your evidences bright, your hopes
firm, and your end certainly glorious.

Collet thefe ideas. Experience teaches you to know and
govern yourfelves; to difcern and tafte the worth of real
religion 3 to become ufeful to your brethren; and to afcer-
tain your own intereft in the bleflings of redemption and
falvation.

We fincerely defire that the force of thefe arguments
may be difcerned, and their influence fclt fo much as to
make you more folicitous to add to yaur experimental
treafurc; that you, being filled with the knowledge of your
Mafter’s will in all wifdom and fpiritual undexftanding,

may
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may walk worthy of the Lord unto 2l pleafing, being
fruitful in every good work, and increafing in the knowledge
of God; ftrengthened with all might according to his glo-
rious power, unto all patience and long-fuffering with joy-
fulnefs.

Confcious, however, of the infufficiency of all means,
however good in themiclves, without the all-vivifying word
of the Almighty, we heartily pray, that the God of Peace,
that brought again from the dead our Lord Jefus, that great
Shepherd of the theep, through the blood of the everlafting
covenant, may make you pertect in every good work to do
his will, working in you that which is well pleafing in his
fight, through Jefus Chrift, to whom be glory for ever and
ever. Amen.

BREVIATES.

Monday z4th May, met at two—DBrother Littlewood began
the meeting by prayer, and preached from Ecclef. i. 2. Brother
Fawcett, from Luke x. 42. and concluded by prayer.

Tuefday morning met again at fix—Brother Wade began in
prayer. Brother Afhworth was chofen moderator. The letters
from the churches were read, and afterwards the general letter, by
Brother Littlewood. Brother Afhworth clofed the fervice in
prayer.

At Ten met again—DBrother Langdon prayed, and preached
from Gal vi. 3. Brother Hirft, from 2d Cor. xiii. 5. Rev. Mr.
Bradbeyry concluded by prayer.

We rejoice in being able to fay, that many have teftified that
the feafon was both pleafant and profitabie to them.

The minifters and other reprefentatives of the churches after-
wards met again ; when it was agreed, that Brother Langdon be
defired to draw up the circular letter for next year.

‘That the minifters appointed to preach at the annual affociations
be left to chufe their own fubjes.

. That the churches which may hereafter requeft for the affocia-
tion to be holden with them, be defired to nominate in thelr
ehurch letter what minifters they with to preach ; and alfo in cafe
of their faillure, whom they with to fupply their places.

That every church be requefted to {pecify in their annual letters
the number of circular letters they with to have.

That the next aflociation be holden at Salendine Nook, on the
Wednefday and Thurfday in Whitfun week, as ufual.

N. B. All the affociate churches are requefted to fend letters,
and alfo to mention their numbers, their increaie and decreafe, at
the bottom of their letters,

THR
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NORTHAMPTON LETTER.

CHRISTIAN PATIENCE,

Defcribed and recommended, in a Circular Letter from the
Baptift Minifters and Meffengers affembled at OLNEY,

Fune 1, 2, 3, 1790,

AINTAINING the important doCtrines of three equal

perfons in the godhead ; eternal and perfonal elec-
tion ; original fin; particular redemption; free juftifica-
tion by the imputed righteoufnefs of Chrift; efhicacious
grace in regeneration; the final perfeverance of real believers;
the refurre@ion of the dead; the future judgment; the
atgrnal happinefs of the righteous ; and everlafting mifery
of “the impenitent; with the congregational order of the
churches, inviolably ;

To the feveral churches they reprefent, or have received
letters from, meeting at Codnor, in Derbyfbire ; Sutton-
Afhfield and Nottingham, in Nottinghamfbire; Sheeps-
head, Leicefter, Sutton-in-the-Elms, and Arniby, in
Leicefler fbire ; Oakham, in Rutland ; Braunftone, Guil{-
borough, Clipftone, Gretton, Kettering, Walgrave,
Moulton, Northampton, and Road, in Northampton-
JShire ; Olney, in Buckinghamfbire ; Carlton and Thorn,
in Bedfordfbire ; St. Albans, in Hertfordfbire 5 Spalding,
i Lincolnfbire ; and Soham, in Cambridgefbire.

Grace be to you, and peace from God our Father, and
from the Lord Jefus Chrift.

Beloved Brethren !

HAVING once more enjoyed an happy interview with
each other, we would return thanks unto our gracious God
and Father for the fame; and for the pleafing intelligence
we received from moft of the churches, that they enjoy peace
among themlelves, and continue firmly attached to the
truth, which we truft they are alfo concerned to adorn by a
uniform and exemplary conduct. May the Lord caufe your
faith to grow exceedingly, and your love to abound towards
cach other, and towards all faints; and grant that the beauty

of
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of vital holinefs may thine forth among you, and that ye
may be filled with the fruits of righteoufnefs which are
by Chrift Jefus to the glory qf God. ) )

We chearfully embrace t.hls returning opportunity of ex-
prefling by our annual epiftle, the Chriftian gffe&xon we
bear towards you, and our hearty defire to be m'fh:umental
‘in promoting your {piritual welfare. We rejoice, dear
brethren, for the grace of which you are made partakers,
confidering you as already members of the general aflembly
and church of the firft-born, which are written in heaven;
united together inone head, Chrift Jefus; blefled with all
fpiritual bleflings in him ; redeemed by his precious blood ;
made partakers of a high, a heavenly, and a.holy calling 5
being begotten again unto a lively hope, toa rich, a glorious
inheritance, incorruptible and undefiled, and that fadeth
not away, referved in heaven for you ; and all flowing freely
from the fovereign, undeferved, diftinguithing, eternal and
unchangeable love of Jehovah, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
How great then is your felicity, how exalted your dignity !
This honour have all his faints.—But, brethren, when we
confider that you are not yet entered into your Father’s king-
dom above, but are travelling through the wildernefs of this
world, in which you are liable to meet with many tempta-
tions and affli¢tions, with much darknefs and many difcou-
ragements and dangers, and to feel much weaknefs and many
diftrefling and perplexing fears; we conclude that you have
need of much inftrution, exhortation, caution, directjon,
and encouragement. We fincerely profefs, that we do not
with to exercife any dominion over your faith; but we would
fain be helpers of your joy, by imparting to you fome {piri-
tual gift, that you may be edified and eomforted.

In our laft annual letter, we laid before you fome thoughts
concerning coMMUNION with Gob, and the manner in
which it fhould be maintained and carried on; and now,
brethren, we would defire your attention to a few things
relative to Chriffian PATTENCE. Patience is a heavenly
grace; it cometh from above, from the Fatherof Lights. He
18, therefore, called the God of Patience . Itis increafed and
promoted by the word of Chritt, which he calls the #ord of
his Patience® ; and by the afflictions with which the people
Of. God are exercifed. Tribulation, or the trying of your
faith, worketh paticnce 3. It is an effential part of real god-
linefs, withoutwhich a perfon cannot bea compicte Chriftian.

¥ Comp, Rom. xv. 5. with James i. 17. 2 Rom. ili, x0.
3 Rom. v, 3.---James i. 3.
Hence
3
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Hence, that exhortation in the 1ft of James, ¢ Let patience
have her perfe®t work, that ye may be perfeét and entire,
wanting nothing 4.” It is connected with faith, hope, love,
meeknefs, obedience, and comfortS. From wherice it ap-~
pears to be of great utility and importance in the Chriftian
life.

Patience confifts in bearing affliCtion without murmuring
—enduring injuries without revenge—and in waiting for
fufpended favours till God fees meet to beftow them. ‘Fribu-
lations difturb the calm of life, and trouble its waters ; but
Patience will ftill the mind, reftore its tranquility, and pre-
ferve it in order, even in the midft of the moft diftrefling
circumftances. It is the oppofite of paflion. It is that by
which we hold the reias of our fpirits, or as our Lord ex-
preftes it, poffefs our foul S,

‘We muft expeét, beloved, in the prefent world, to endure
afflictions from the hand of God. At fuch times pathon would
murmur and rebel, like Fehoram, who, in the time of
famine, flew in the face of God himfelf, faying, This evil is
of the Lord; awhy fbould I wait for the Lord any longer 7?2 But
Patience, in like circumftances, would enable us to fay, with
the Church in adverfity, I will bear the indignation of the Lord,
becaufe I bave finned againft him 8.—Paflion excited a better
man than Jehoram to rebellion, and upon a much lefs trying
occafion.  Fonab, in this temper of mind, fretted and fainted
at the lofs of a gourd; whereas David, in the exercife of
Patience, quietly fubmitted, if God fhould fo order it, to
the lofs of a kingdom: If be fay, Ibave no delight in thee:
bebsld, here am I, faid the good old king, /et him do to me as
feemeth good wnto Fim °.

We muft lay our accounts not only to fuffer affliCtion
from the hand of God, but to receive injurious treatment
from the hands of men. None are exempted from this, if
they live long in the world'; and Chriftians may expe&t an
additional thare of it, on account of their attachment to that
which condemns the conduét of the world.  In thefe cafes
paffion would feek immediate revenge, like Peter when he
drew his {fword and cut off the ear of Malchus : but the
language of Patience is, Put up thy fword inio its place. Re-
compence to ng man evil for evil.  Avenge not yourfelves, but
give place unto wrath : for it s written, Vengeance is miney, I

awill repay, faith the Lord°,

4 James 1. 4. S See 1 Th.i. 3.---1 Tim. vi. 11.---2 Pet.i. 5, 6.--=
Luke viii, 15.--Rom, ii. 7. vili. 25. %v. 4. © Lukexxi. 19. 72 Kin.
vi. 33, ® Mic.vii, g. 9 2 Sam. xv, 26. © Rom. xii. 17, 19,

Once



ON CHRISTIAN PATIENCE, 1790, 29

Once more—We mufl expedt to wail for a time, ere awe
enjoy thofe good things on which our hopes and defires termi-
nate. It is good that a man fbould both bope and quietly await for
the falvation of Febovah. God exercifed the patience of his
people of old in this way. He brought them out of Egypt
with a promife of reft in Canaan.; but he led th?m about
for forty years ere it was accomplifhed. He gave his Church
the promife of his Son the Meffiah; but one generation
muft pafs away after another for four thoufand years ere he
comes, and all this to exercife their faith and patience.—
God ftill tries our Patience in a fimilar way. We have
often to wait long in the path of duty, for an anfwer of
prayer, forfuccefs in our labours for God, and for comfort
under our trouble.

Many, like the ftony-ground hearers, have experienced
fome kind of religious change ; they have received the word
with joy, and expeted a fueceflion of pleafures to attend
them through life, and then to be taken to heaven: but
finding, as they have gone forward, temptations and perfe-
cutions in their way, they have been offended, and fo have
turned their backs upon God and religion. The oppofite of
this, brethren, charaterizes the true Chriftian. His life
is to bring forth fruit with patience * ;—to hold out to the
end ;—with patient continuance in well-doing, to feek for
glory, honour, and immortality ;—not to faint under prefent
troubles, but to wait patiently for the coming of our Lord
and Saviour Jefus Chrift, who will reward them that love
his appearing, with a crown of glory that fadeth not away.

Ye bave now, brethren, as well as formerly, need of
Patience, that after ye have done the will of Gody ye may receive
the promife. < Men, for the moft part, defire fuch a ftate
wherein they may have as little need and ufe of this grace as
poflible .” But moft who went to glory from this world,
were fuch as came out of great tribulations; and we have
no warrant to conclude, that all hardthips and difficulties are
now taken out of the king’s high road to Zion. Allow us,
therefore, to offer a few things to your confideration, which
may baVe a tendency, in fuch exercifes, to direét and excite
¥ou in patience to poflefs your fouls.

Firfly then, Do not forget to losk up to God for the gracious
and powerful influences of his Spirit, to fubdue your im-
patience, to ftrengthen the grace of patience in your hearts,
and help you to live in the conftant exercife of it.  Remem-

ELukeviii. 13, 25, % Owen on Heb. x. 36,

ber
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ber that he is the fountain of all life, grace, and comfort;
who is able to make all grace to abound towards you and in
you, and to do exceedingly abundantly above all that you
can afk or think, according to the power that worketh in
you: and he hath promifed to give his Holy Spirit to them
that afk for it 3.

Secondly, We would have you, brethren, to remember and
well confider.the lovelinofs of Patience. It is a lovely grace,
highly approved of, and greatly commended in the Word of
God. Solomon fays, The patient in fpirit is better than the
proud in fpirit*. 'The apoftle Paul commended the Theffa-
lonians for their faith and patience, which occafioned him to
glory concerning them in the churches of God®. And our
Lord himfelf expreffed his approbation of this grace, in the
epiftles to the churches atEphefus andPhiladelphia, whichhe
commiflioned John te {fend in his name ¢. Hereunto all faints
are called s ¢his is acceptable avith God, as a main branch of
our conformity to his will, and which tends greatly to his
honour and glory”. Now, whatever is lovely and of good
report, thould be obferved, fhould be thought on, fo as tobe
pradtifed®. But there is nothing commendable or praife-
worthy in a fretful, uneafy, impatient, murmuring, envious,
revengeful difpofition, which 1s the dire&t oppofite of true
Chriftian Patience; and is an exceeding great evil, which
God, as an infinitely Holy Being, cannotbut difapprove of,
and be much difpleafed with, and therefore it fhould not be
indulged by us.—Do not, brethren, miftake mere political
prudence for real patience.  After Saul had been proclaimed
king, the children of Belial defpifed him, and brought him
no prefents ; but he held his peace °.  He thought it prudent
{o to do: but the hiftory of his life proves, that he had no
experimental acquaintance with the grace of evangelical
patience.—Much lefs is foical apathy or ftupid infenbbility
to be accounted Chriftian Patience. 'True Patience is con-
fiftent with real fenfibility and the fineft feelings, being a
concomitant of that charity or love defcribed by the apoftle %
which fuffereth long, is kind; envieth not; vaunteth not
itfelf, is not puffed up, doth not behave itfelf unfeendly,
fecketh not her own, is not eafily provoked, thinketh no
evil, rejoiceth not in iniguity, but rejoiceth in the iruths
bearcth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things,
endureth all things,

3 Eph. iii, 20.---Luke xi. 13. 4 Eccl.vii. 8. 51 Th.i. 3. and

2 Th.oi. 4. O Rev.ii. 3. iil. 1o. 7 x Pet. i, 20,21, 8 Phoiv. 8.
9 1 Sam. x.27. ©1x Cor. xiii, 4---7.

Thirdly,
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Thirdly, Remember, brethren, that you are to be followers
(imitators) of God, as dear children. As be awho hath called
you is holy, fo are ye vequired to be holy in all manner of con-
verfations; and to be perfelt, as your Father awbhich is in. Heaven
isperfeit ', But God 1is the God of Patience, the exemplar
as well as the giver of it.  You cannot, therefore, be com-
plete and entire followers of God without patience. Con-
fider what patience, forbearance, and long-{ufferinghe hath
exercifed towards you. He has waited, that he might be
gracious unto you : becaufe his compaffions fail not, there-
fore you are not confumed. How has he borne with your
provocations, healed your backilidings, and reftored peace
and comfort to your fouls, notwithftanding your manifold
tranfgreffions againft him! Surely this fhould engage you to
be patient in tribulation, and patient towards all men.

Fourthly, Confider the incarnate Redeemer as a pattern of
Puatience. . When he affumed our nature, and pafled through
the fame wildernefs in which you are now travelling, he
had every poffible trial of patience. In the days of his
humiliation, Patience had her perfe& work. And herein
he hath Jft you an example that you fbould follow his fleps?.
His fufferings and affliCtions were unparalleled ; but his
Patience was invincible under all manner of provocations
and temptations. He bore the moft acute fenfations of
forrow, with the greateft humility, meeknefs, patience, and
calm refignation to his heavenly Father, without once mur-
muring or repining. He met the vileft reproaches and the
moft cruel injuries from men, without any appearance of.
an angry, revengeful difpofition againft his enemies. In his
greateft {ufferings he prayed for them, faying, Father forgive
them, for they know not what they do. Dear Brethren, /et this
mind be in you which awas in Chriff Fefus 3. He invites you
to learz of him 3 and afligns this reafon for it, [ am meek and
lowly in beart; declaring for your encouragement, that you
Shall find reff unto your fouls 4,

Euifthbly, Remember, brethren, you are not to be flothful,
but followers of them awho through faith and patience inberit the
promifes 5. < TFaith and patient long-fuffering are the only
way whereby profeffors of the Gofpel may attain reft with
God in the accomplifhment of the promife.” Cenfider well
the affliCtions, temptations and trials of the moft eminent
Saints of God upon record in the holy Scriptures, and with
what faith and paticnce they endured them. Look over the

' Eph. v, 1.---1 Pet. i, 15, 16.---Matt. v, 48, 2 1 Pet.v. 21,
3 Phil, 2. 5. 4 Mat, xi. 29. 5 Heb. vi.-12.

account
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account given of many inthe 11th of Hebrews. Mofes was
exercifed with many and great difficulties, burdened with
many grievous trials; yet he endured them with meeknefs
and patience, as feeing bim that is invifible, for e had refpect
unto the recompence of rewardS. Holy Fob met with great
lofles and accumulated -affli¢tions ; in the midft of which he
could fay, Noked came I out of my mother's womb, and naked
Sfoall I veturn thither 5 the Lord gave, andthe Lord hath taken
away ; bleffed be the name of the Lord". Dawid, the man after
God’s own heart, compares his afli¢tions and diftrefles to
being in an horrible pit, andin miry clay; in which fituation
he neverthelefs awaited patiently for Febovah, who heard and
delivered him, fez his feet on a rock, eflablifbed his goings, and
put a new fong into his mouth, even praife unto his God 8. Fere-
miah, who had feen affli¢tion by the rod of ‘God’s wrathy
could yet atteft, that it is good that a man _fhould both hope and
quietly wait for the falvar'on of the Lord®. The prophet
Micab, reprefenting the church under great affliCtion and
difcouragement, fays, Therefore avill I look unto the Lord ; I
will wait for the God of my Salvation'. The prophet
Hubakkuk exprefles great faith and patience under peculiarly
diftrefling circumftances, Although the fig-tree [ball not bloffom,
neither thall fruit be in the viney the labour of the olive fball fuil,
and the field fhall yield no meat, the flocks fhall be cut off from the
fold, and there thall be no berd in the flalls ; yet awill 1 rejoice
in Fehovab, I will joy in the God of my Salvation®. The
Apottles of our Lord Jefus Clrift, and other primitive
Chriftians, endured a great fight of afflictions, and took joy-
Jully the [poiling of their goods, knowing in themfelves that they
Fad in Heaven a better and an enduring fubflance.—W herefore,
brethren, feeing we have fo many blefled examples before
us, Let us lay afide every aweight, and the fin wbhich doth fo
eafily befet us, and run with PATIENCE the race that is fer
before us, looking unts Yefus the author and finifber of faith ;
awha for the joy that avas fot before himy endured the crofs, defpifing
the fbame, and is fet dowa at the right hand of the throne of
God .

Sixthly, To encourage you in the exercife of this grace of
Patience, let us remind you of the end and defign of God in
all the afflictions e fuffers to befal his children, Confider that
be doth not afflick awillingly, nor grieve the children of men ; but
be doth it for our profit, that we might be partakers of his
bolinefs. Now, indeed, no chaflening for the prefent feemath to be

6 Heb. xi. 26, 27. 7 Jobi. 21, 8 Pf xl. 1--3. 9 Lam. iil. 26.
5 Mic. vil, 7. 2 Hab. i 17,18, 3 Heb, xii. 1. 2. .
Joyouss
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Jovousy but grievous :  neverthelefs, afterward, it yicldeth the
peaceable fruit of righteoufnefs unto them awhich are cxercifed
thereby . Hence one, whofe fufferings, as well as labours,
were more abundant than thofe of his brethren, (though
they all had a plentiful fhare of affliCtions and trials), could
confidently declare, We know that all things work together
for geody 1o them that lwve Gody to them awbho are the called
according to his purpofe 5. Fob, amidft all his diftrefles,
exprefled his faith in this comfortable truth, when he faid,
He knoweth the way that I take ; and when be hath tried me, I
Jhall come forth as gold 5. Remember then, beloved, when
you are un heavinefs through manifold temptations, there is a
needs-be for it 5 and that the trial of your faith, being muck more
precious than of gold that perifbeth, thall be fourd unto praife,
and bonoury and glory, at the appearing of Fefus Chriff 7, Is
not this, then, a reafont why you fhould patiently endure the
crofs that may be laid upon you, and ftand full and wait
for the falvation of God? Carefully guard againft a
peevith, fretful, murmuring, impatient, angry, revengeful
difpofition, which is fo contrary to the nature and tendency
of the Gofpel, offenfive to God, and deftrultive to your
own peace and happinefs. Confider how neceffary is the
exercife of Patience, in order to your enjoying the comfort
of the Scriptures, and your bringing forth fruit unto God,
as fuch who are waiting and hoping for the promifed blifs
and glory. Remember, your crofles, trials and affliCtions
are but for a feafon; and how fhort a feafon, when com-
pared with an eternity of happinefs! Why then fhould fuch
tranfitory troubles difcompofe your fouls, and carry them
out of your power? Patience will enable you to maintain a
fedate felf-pofleflion, and to anticipate the promifed reft.
Though affliCtions may be many, yet out of them all the
righteous fhall be delivered. God has promifed it, who is
able and faithful to perform it. Soon, thall the ranfomed of
the Lord returny, and come to Zion above with fongs, and cver-
lafling joy upon their heads ; they fball obtain joy and gladnefs,
ond forvow and fighing fball flee away. There they fhall hunger
no morey neither thirjt cny more, neither fhall the fun light on
them, nor any beat ; for the Lamb who 15 in the midf of the
throne, fhall feed them, and fhall lead them unto living fountains
of avaters, and God fhall awipe away all tears from their eyes 8.
Confider, brethren, how great will be the reward of the
inheritance! What inconceivable blifs and glory is prepared

* Lam. iii. 33.---Heb. xii. 10, 11. 5 Rom. viii. 28, ¢ Job, xxiii. 10.
1 Pet, j. 7. % If.xx3v.11.---Rev. vil, 16, 17.
€ for
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for you in Heaven! Surely it is worth waiting and fuffering
for ! All your crofles, temptations and afflitions muft vanith
away, andbeas it were annihilated, when compared with
the unfading glory and everlafting joys of the heavenly
world. Hence, fays the triumphant Apoftle, I reckon that
the fufferings of this prefent life are not worthy to be compared
awith the glory which fball be revealed in us °.  Yea, more than
this, he affures us, that our /ight afffiftien, which is but for a
snoment, worketh for us a fur more exceeding and eternal weight
of glory'.

Let it therefore, dearly beloved, be your conftant endea-
vout, by the grace of God, to be patient in your tribulations ;
bnowing that tribulation worketh paticnce ; and patience, expe-
vience ; and experiencey, hope ; and hope maketh not afbamed,
becaufe the love of God is [bed abroad in our hearts, by the Holy
Spirit awhich is given to us*. Ever remember, that the

racious influences of the Spirit of God are abfolutely nece{-
%ary for the health and profperity of your fouls, and for
your perfeverance and growth in grace. Take heed, bre-
thren, that you do not grieve him by any finful indulgence,
and thus caufe him to withdraw from you. Flee from every
fin. Be concerned, through the Spirit, to mortify every
corrupt difpofition,—to curb and fubdue every inordinate
affetion, and bitter paflion.  Abkor that wbhich is evil ; cleave
to that which is good 3. Do jufily, love mercy, awalk humbly
awith God. With full purpofe of beart, cleave untothe Lord, He
eontent awith fuch things as ye bave ; for he bath faid, I avill
never leave thee, nor forfuke thee . Watch unto prayer with
all perfeverance 5.  Converle much with the word of God.
Regularly attend on his worfhip, in private and public,
Forfake not the affembling of yourfelves together. Let your
whole converfation be as becomerh the Gofpel of Chriff. Hild
faf} what you bave, that no man take your crown s,

Brethren, we wifh thefe hints may be received by you in
Jove. Let them abide with you. Do not content yourfelves
with barely reading them once or twice and then laying
them out of fight ; but frequently turn to them, and pray
that they may be ufeful to you. And we befeech you,
forget not to pray for us. We are yet in the wildernefs as
well as you. DBeing men of like paflions with yourfelves,
and equally expofed to afflitions and croffes, temptations
and trials, we need the fame grace with you, and ftand in

o Rom, viii, 18. 7 2 Cor.vi. 17, ? Rom. v, 3---5. 3 Rom. xii, g.

4 Heb. xiii. 5. 5 Eph, vir38.  ® Heb. x. a5 --~Phil, i, 27.--.
Reve ot 11
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like need of exhortations, inftructions, direétions, cautions,
and encouragements. Pray, therefore, that we may be
comforted in all our tribulation ; hat we may be able to com-
fort others who are in any trouble, by the comjort avherewith
awe ourfelves are comforted of God. O that we may be found
in patience, and thus be enfamples to the people of God!
Now, may the Lord direé all our hearts into the love of God,
and into the patient waiting for Chriff ! Thus we conclude,
commending you to God, and to the word cf his Grace, which is
able to build you up, and to give you an inberitance among ail
them abich are fantlified. Amen.

Signed on behalf of the brethren,
JOHN GILL, Moderator.

BREVIATES.

Tuefday Evening, VI.---We affembled, and Brother Gill was
chofen Moderator. Brother Burton, of Sutton Afhfield, prayed.
Read the letters from the churches, and minuted their contents.
Brother Heighton, of Road, concluded.

Wednefday Morning, VI.---Met again. Brethren Simmonds,
Goodrich, Craps, Ayre, Green, Carey, T. Edmonds, and Payne,
engaged in prayer.

At X. 30, began public worfhip, having a moveable pulpit
placed near the window, out of which the lights had been taken,
that feveral hundreds, who could not get into the meeting-houfe,
might hear in an adjacent yard, which was filled with convenient
feats. After finging, (which was repeated at fuitable 1atervals)
Brother Greenwood, of Oakham, prayed, and Brother Fuller
preached from 2 John, 8. ¢ Look to yourfelves, that we lofe not
“ thofe things which we have wrought, but that we receive a full
¢ reward.” Brother Morris, of Clipftone, prayed. Brother
Hall, fen. preached from A&s xx.z24. “ But none of thele
 things move me; neither count I my life dear unto myfelf, fo
¢ that I might finilh my courfe with joy, and the miniftry which
¢ T have receiutd of the Lord Jefus, to teftify the gofpel of the
¢ grace of God.”” Brother Hopper, of Nottingham, concluded
the opportunity in prayer.

Evening, VI.---Met again. Brother Vidler, from Battle in
Suffex, prayed. Brother Francis, late of Exeter, preached from
2 Tim. iv. 6. “ The time of my departure is at hand.”
Brother Fawkner, of Thorn, concluded the public worthip in
prayer ; after which the circular letter, drawn up by Brother
Gill, was read to the minifters and meflengers ; by whom it was
approved, agd ordered to be printed.

€z Thur{day
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Thurfday Morning, VIII..--Brother Weft, of Carlton, began
in prayer. We then related the dealings of God with us as
Minifters, and a few of the peculiar exercifes of our minds in the
year paft, which hath frequently been acknowledged, both by
foinifters and people, to be very profitable. Brother Ryland,
jun. prayed. Settled the accompt of the Affociation Fund.
Agreed to allow two guineas for the encouragement of the le&ure
at Burton-upon-Trent, where a door is of late providentially
opened for preaching the Gofpel, with a pleafing profpe&t of
ufefulnefs ; and three guineas more for other charitable ufes. We
wifh the churches would more generally and liberally fubfcribe to
the fund, that we might extend its ufefulnefs to a greater variety
of pious purpofes.

Agreed to receive the church at Braunftone into this affociate
conneltion. The Moderator concluded in prayer.

State of the Churches fince the laff Affociation.

Upon a profeflion of faith - - - - 75
Added { By letters of reepmmendation - - 7

Reftored after exclufion - - -« - 3

—_—8 5
By death - - - - 2%
Diminithed { Difmiffion to other churches - 2
Exclufion - - - - - 7

—34

Increafe 51

The next Affociation to be at Oakham, on the Wednefday in
Whitfun-week, June 15, 1791. Brother Burton and Gill to
preach; in cafe of failure, Brother Weft and Sutcliff. Put up
at the Crown.

N. B. The fketch of the Northamptonfhire Affociation,
given this year at the end of their Letter, will be introduced
in its proper place, under The Hiffory of the Affociations ; and
their account of Pruffia will be found under the article
which relates to the fpread of the Gofpel among differext
denominations AT HOME AND ABROAD.

THR
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