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THE

LOVE OF CHRIST, &e.

To the Rev. Mr. HUNTINGTON,
Leicester, May 1st, 1810,

MY DEARLY BELOVED FRIEND,

Acrerazry to your requeft 1 fend you fome
little account of the way in which it hath pleafed
the Lord to lead me, to bring me to know him,
the only true God, and Jefus Chrift whom he
hath fent. This is the true God and eternal
life.

I was about nine or ten years of age when I
received the firft impreflions.in my mind about
futurity., I was convinced that I daily finned
againft God ; and sin I knew would be punifted
in another world. This wrought fo upon me,
that I foreboded nothing but mifery, and was
continually pondering over this my. wretched
ftate. The thoughts of dying filled me with fla-
vith and tormenting fear all the day long, and
my heart could take no reft in the night; fo that
at -times fleep had almoft departed from me.
When [ thought of heaven I could not conceive
what it could be, though I believed it to be a

place of happinefs appointed for thofe who were
B
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good, as I had been taught, and that hell was 4
place of torment, and a receptacle for the wicked;
and I concluded that, whenever I died, this mi-
ferable fiate would moft furely be my portian. I
oftentimes firove hard to put thefe troublefome
thoughts far off, but I could not ; they followed
me up fo clofe, that my life was frequently a bur-
den to me, and my fear and difirefs kept con-
tinually increafing. But I durft not mention
what [ felt to any one, for I thought there was
not fuch another wicked, miferable object as my-
felf upon the face of the earth ; for I was always
thinking about the devil, and wondering in my-
felf what sort of a being he was. I withed much
not to think of thefe things ; but, as I could not
drive them out of my mind, I began to think
how wrong it was; and, being greatly diftrefled
about it, not knowing what to do, I once afked
a perfon if it was good to be always thinking.
about the devil, but durft not explain my mean-
ing;.and the anfwer I received left me.as much
in the dark about it as I was before I put the
question. Sometimes thefe impretlions were con-
fiderably worn off, when I was in hopes they
were quite gone, and for 2 few weeks went on
more eafily and quietly : then again they would
return upon me with more force than ever; in-
fomuch that I was bowed down therewith, and
often went mourning all the day long.

I remember being one day in this fad state
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when my father fent me into the field, I believe
it was to count fome fheep, which werein a clofe
about a quarter of 4 mile from home. As T was
going, in my way I met a very large dog, and a
moft voracious animal he appeared to be. As
foon as he faw me he began to bark, and ran to-
wards me, exceedingly fierce, and looked ex-
tremely vicious. [ ftood trembling before him,
expecting every moment that he would feize me.
Bat T heard a man whiftle, who I fuppofe was
“the owner of the dog. He immediately became
more temperaté, and went off growling at me,
but looked as if he was unwilling that I fhould
efcape feeling the fharpnefls-of his teeth and the
firength of his jaws. As foon as I.counld
I made my efcape from this terrible fpot, from
whence I had not gone far before it'came fud-
denly into my mind that this dog was appointed
of God to meet me, and to worry me on account
of my fin; this filled me with ngéat horror of
mind ; and, although I had efcaped. the violence
of the dog, yet I thought that fome difafter or
other would, fooner or later, overtake me. And
for many months was in continual fear, go where
I would, that fome evil would befall me to take
away my life; but God, who is rich in mercy,
preferved and kept me from all evil. ¢« My
thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your
ways my ways, faith the Lord,” Ifa. lv. 8. I
verily believe that God’s thoughts toward me,
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from all eternity, were ¢ thoughts of peace ang
not of evil,” Jer. xxix. 11. For, fince it hat}
pleafed the Lord to call me by his grace, I have
many times looked back upon my patft life, and
have feen how God's eye was always over me for
good, and how he has preferved me, while in a
ftate of nature, from many dangers which my
own foolifhnefs led me into, as it is written in

Jude, * Preferved in Jefus Chrift, and called:”
twice, in particular, I ran myfelf into very great
danger, but my life was preferved, {o that no
harm happened unto me; ¢ Seeing his days are
determined, the number of his months are with
thee ; thou haft appointed his bounds, fo that
he cannot pafs,” Job xiv. 5, 1 generally arofe
very early in the morning, as my bufinefs was
to fetch up the cows, to affift in milking, and
then to take them into the field again. As foon
as I ‘awoke in the morning I began thinking of
my finful ftate, till [ have been fo miferable that
1 envied the happinefs of every creature I faw,
becaufe every one appeared to be more comfort-
able than myfelf: I wifthed that there was no
hereafier, or that I could fink into non-exiftence ;
but I kept all thefe things to myfelf, and had
therefore no way of being eafed but by weeping,
which I frequently did when alone in the fields
or other places; and, that none might perceive the
trouble I was in, as foon as I got to any water I
wafhed my face, and put on as cheerful a look
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as I could, being afraid to acquaint any one of
this my deplorable ftate of mind. After meeting
the dog, as before ftated, I went in continual fear,
confidering it as abad omen ; and I often fecretly
wifhed that God would thew me fome token for
good, which (blefled be his name) a little time
after he condefcended to do, aswvill be fhewn in
the fequel. _ '

About this time an aunt of mine called at my
father’s, and faid that the had brought four nuts,
that were of a very particular fort, which fhe
wifthed us children to fet, and gave to each of us
one. I immediately began to think that God had
all power; and, although we might fet the nuts,
yet, unlefs it was his will, they could not grow,
as all vegetation was from him. One day, being
all at home together, we agreed to go into the
garden, and each put their own nut in the
ground ; and, that there might be no miftake af-
terwards, we put a ftick at each place, differing
in fize, according to our age. After we had done
I retired to a place by myfelf, and my thoughts
were-as follows;  Now, if it fhould pleafe God
to grant that my nut thould grow, and thc others
thould not, it thall be a fign betwixt me and
God, that I fhall not come to an untimely end in
this world, nor go to that place of mifery I fo
much dread in the world to come; but, if my
nut fthould perith in the earth, and the other
three grow, it fhall be a fure mark againft me,



( 6)
that all which I fear fhall come to pafs, and my
doom be ihe,vitably fixed in this life, and in that
which is to come.” T waited with great anxiety
to fee the refult of this matter, becaufe, according
to my view, the fate of this nut was to decide my
own, I frequently went to fee if there was any
appearance of it above ground, my mind being
often very much agitated about it. After waiting
- for a long time, I one day went, with my fiffer
and two brothers, to look at the nuts again. At
the place:where the firft was fet there was no ap-
peatance of it, ‘nor of the fecond was there any
thing to be'feen: when we came to the third,
which was my own, it had {prung nearly two
inches above the earth; we then looked for the
fourth, of which however there was nothing to be
feen: fo that none of them grew to a tree but
- mine; and, although itis now more than eighteen
years ago, I well remember the feelings I had at
the time; for, though I knew nothing of God,
nor could form any right conceptions of him, yet
my heart was filled with gratitude for his good-
nefs, and I many times wept with joy, and fell
upon my kriées to thank him, and bleffed and
praifed his holy name. I have fince paid many
a vifit to this tre¢, and whilft ftanding by it have
been led to look back to fo memorable a circum-
ftance, and have frequently thought upon it un-
il my fonl has been melted within me, admiring
the condefcenfion and great goodnefs of God to
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his children in fuch matters. I was for fome
time afterwards more fatisfied, my mind being
greatly aileviated by this circamftance; and
whenever I looked at the tree I felt much
quietude, as I confidered it a token for good.:

But it was not long before I got back again
to my old place, and felt as uneafy and miferable
as ever, for my mind was in continual agitation
about what would become of me in another world ;
fo that what I felt within embittered all things
which were withont, and caufed me many times
to figh, and with I had never been born. And,
although at this time 1 did not know that there
was fuch a thing as extempore prayer, yet at
‘times, when I felt forely diftreffed, Ihave kneeled
down and uttered a few expreflions, as defcrip-
tive of my feelings as I could; and I have {fome-
times felt eafier in my mind, though I knew no-
thing about God; for, if ever 1 attempted to
think of him, I was immediately confufed, and
Ioft in wonder; for I could not conceive what a
~ being he was, but I felt that which filled me with
flavifh and tormenting fear; and, when I could
not think of words to exprefs my feelings, which
was frequently the cafe, 1 haye many times wept
bitterly, and thought, if the Lord would but for-
give me, I would firive to do better in future;
but, whenever I formed fuch refolutions, they
were no fooner made than broken; fo that, in-
ftead of getting better, 1 waxed worfe; for what
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can free-will do, when the finner is taken captive
by the devil at his will, and this firong man
armed keeps the palace, till Chrift, who is
fironger than himfelf, comes and cafts him out?
But, as I grew up in life, I was determined, if
poflible, to put away thefe gloomy thoughts, and
to take pleafure in the things of this life, and en-
joy myfelf as other people did, for I thought
that no one was like me ; and in a great meafure
1 accomplithed my purpofe, eagerly purfuing
after every vanity that my mind led me to, and
which came in my way, as far as my capacity
enabled me. Yet, amidft it all, I oftentimes was
very unhappy, for I could not keep. confcience
quiet; and frequently I felt very great remorfe,
though unwilling to come to books, and firiving
hard to put off the evil day. I frequently de-
declared my refolution not to have ‘any thing to
do with religion until I was advanced in years,
faying I would then attend to it; and itis an un-
fpeakable mercy that God did not give me up
to my perverfe will and a reprobate mind, Rom.
1..98; for, as I fet at nought all his counfel, and
would none of his reproof, he might juftly have
laughed at my calamity, and mocked when my
fear came, Prov.1. 25, 26. Iloved darknefs ra-
ther than light, becaufe my deeds were evil, Jobn
iit. 20. Buat God had mercy on me, and fubdued
my perverie will, fhewing forth all long {uffering, |
and compelling me to come in. ¢ Thy people
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thall be willing in the day of thy power,” Pfalm
cx. 3. And he gave me repentance unto life;
“ Son, go work to day in my vineyard. He
anfwered and faid, [ will not ; but afterwards re-
pented and went,” Matt. xxi. 28, 29.

I was never very daring, bold, or openly pro-
fane, nor a loofe, wicked liver, as fome are; but
have always been what the world calls a steady,
moral youth. Yet fome few things I was very fond
of, and much charmed with such as plays, danc-
ing, cards, horfe-races, &c. Thefe were my de-
light, and I purfued them with great eagernefs;
but from many of the groffeft vices I was kept, for
to me there always appeared fomething in them fo
very horrid, tiat I drew back. I had once twoor
three companions who firove hard to draw me
into every impurity, and to harden me in fin;
but confcience fo accufed me at times that I could
not get on, for their evil practices were of -the
bafer fort, and their condué& fo vile, that I could
not join with them; fo I very foon left them al-
together; and it is a’ great mercy I made my
efcape, for, had I continued with them, T have
no doubt but I fhould foon have become hardened
through the deceitfulnefs of {in; for childhood
and youth are vanity, and Paul fays that « Evil
communications corrupt good manners,” 1 Cor.
xv. 33. However, I went on for fome years in
this way, and took as great delight as I could in
the things which I have before mentioned, en-
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deavouring to make myfelf happy in them: i
this however I failed, for a guilly confcience is a
worm that never dies, and I could never get from
that : confcience followed me up clofe, and often-
times, when what I had been engaged in was
over, I began to refle upon what I had been
doing, and then felt very wretched ; and I never
found that fatisfadtion which I anticipated before
hand in any one vanity that I purfued, there
being always fomething deficient. Then I ufed
to look forward to fome expeted entertainment,
which was to take place, and charm myfelf with
the pleafing idea of enjoying that pleafure which
I had not yet attained. But the laft, let it be
whatever it might, like the preceding cne, al-
ways failed: fo that, like all other pleafure takers,
I had nothing but one' continued fucceffion of
difappointments, and could find no reft or peace ;
“ The wicked are like the troubled fea,” and
God is angry with them every day: « There is
no peace, faith the Lord, unto the wicked,” Ifa.
xlviii, 22. But thefe things have been of ufe to me;
for, having pafled through them, by the obferv-
ations I kave.made, I'can now clearly fee that it
15 in this way Satan keeps all his fubje@s alive,
and the world ‘in perpetual motxon to this day;
for it is he that has filled it with vanities of
divers forts, fuitable to the depraved defires and
corrupt affeftions of men of every caft; fo that,
let their vitiated appetites lead them to whatever
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they may, they have an opportunity of gratifying
their finful defires. I have often confidered thefe
things, and turned them over in my mind; and,
by looking both into the profane and profeffing
world, I can fee.the fcriptures explained ; many
are deceiving themfelves in a falfe profeffion, and
others are kept in continual motion by a fuccef-
fion of vanities, which are intended to enfnare
their fouls; ¢ As the fithes that are taken in an
evil net, and as the birds that are caught in the
fnare, fo are the fons of men fnared in an evil
time,” Eccl, ix. 12. 1 bave often thought that, if
they who are living in pleafure were deprived of
thefe things, and had nothing of that fort to look
forward to, they would fink in their minds, and
-go down like a moth; .for by fuch things they
are exhilarated in their f{pirits, their fenfual ap-
petites are gratified, their houfes are far from fear,
and the language of their heart is, “ How doth
God know, and is there knowledge in the mott
high #” Not confidering, that if they fin the Lord
marketh them, and will not acquit them from
their iniquity ; but, “becaufe fentence againft an
cvil work is not executed {peedily, therefore the
heart of the fons of men are fully fet in them to
doevil,” Eccl. viii. 11. Thefleprofper in the world;
but how awful will be their end if grace prevent
not? ¢ A brutifh man knoweth not, neither doth
a fool underftand this; when the wicked fpring
as the grafs, and when all the workers of Iniquity
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do flourifh, it is that they fhall be deftroyed for
ever,” Pfalm xcii 6, 7.

I was brought up to the Church of England,
and a very firict attendant on her fervices I was;
yet for many years I ignorantly worfhipped I
knew not what; and one thing ufed to diftrefs
me exceedingly, which was this, I never could
ftay my mind upon the prayers, fo as to attend
to the fervice long together; and oftentimes my
thoughts were, like the fool’s eyes, wandering to
the ends of the earth, and would be on the moft
trifling, foolifh, vain, obfcene, and wicked things ;
much more fo than ever they were at any other
time : this I eould not account for, but was very
much troubled about it, and firove hard to pre-
vent it. When I was about fourteen years of
age feveral places were fought after, to fix me in
fome trade: but even in this thing I can fee that
the way of man is not in himfelf. Applications
were made to different people; but I could not
accomplith my purpofe. ¢ God hath determined
the times before appointed, and the bounds of our
habitation,” A&ts xvii. 26, The bufinefs I am
fixed in was not fought after, but I came to it in
an unexpeQed manner : “ A man’s héart devileth
his way, but the Lord direéteth his fleps,” Prov.
xvi. 9. I have many times looked back asfaras [
can remember, and in many things can fee the
hand of God towards me for good, and a train of
concurring circumftances in his providence, in
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which the Lord has led me about; and I believe
the intention of the Moft High in them all has
been, that Ifhould be taught and infiruGed
thereby. ¢ Thou fhalt remember all the way that
the Lord thy Gaod hath led thee,” Deut. viii. 9.
After I had left home I fill continued to go to
church, where the preaching far exceeded that
which [ had before been accuftomed to hear. I
paid the minifter very great attention ; and often
refolved, whilft I was hearing the difcourfe, that
I would in future lead a different life. But as
foon as the found of the word was out of my ears
there was an end to my religion. And for fome
years I kept on in this way, refraining from no
one vanity which I could take pleafure in, for I
was determined, if poffible, to caft off all fear;
and at times I firove to be very courageous: but
ftill what I felt within oftentimes overcame all,
and brounght me down very low. My convictions
were very ftrong at times, and 1 felt great remorfe
of confcience for what I had done, which caufed
me to be very gloomy; and I was often much
deje@ed in my fpirits on account of my fin,
Thus I went on for a long time, finning and re-
penting, repenting and finning. But what T felt
within diftrefled me moft; for it appeared to me
“to be much worfe than any outward tranfgreflion
I ever committed, I was fo filled with wicked and
abominable thoughts; and, although I bad never
been addicted to profane {wearing in the worft of
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my days, yet now my mind began to be filled
with oaths and curfes all the day long; though,
b}eﬁ'ed be the Lord, I never was permitted to ut-
ter with my lips what I felt working in my heart,
yet fuch blafpbemous thoughts paffed through
me, that I was frequently a terror to myfelf. Oh,
~ the many miferable days that [ have had of this

fort! when I attempted to pray or read, or to
think of any thing that was good, my mind woia}d
then be more infefied with thefe wicked thoughts
than at other feafons, which forely difirefled me.
But I fhall pafs over this part for the prefent, as
I intend o touch upon it again.

I was very fond of the minifter I fat under,
and very attentive to the things I heard, for his
difcourfes were in general very alarming, as he
treated largely upon the miferies of the wicked in
the world to come : I think I may with propriety
call it the minifiry of death and condemnation.
The terrors of the law were perpetually preached,
and he expatiated much upon the torments of
hell; all outward fin was very much exclaimed
againft, and holinefs of life firongly enforced:
this fcripture was frequently repeated, .« Without
holirefs no man fhall fee the Lord,” and a num-
ber of feriptures were brought forth deferiptive
of the miferable fiate of thofe who died in fin.
Thefe difcourfes wrought much upon me ; and at
the age of {eventeen I fet about a reformation and
a thorough amendment of life, hoping thereby te
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pleafe God : much of what I heard had a ten-
dency to fet me to work in my own firength, un-
der which I laboured for a long time: but this
bodily exercife profited nothing; for minifiers
telling poor helplefs finners what they thould do,
inflead of pointing them to Chrift Jefus, from
whom alone kelp is to be had, is fetting them to
labour in vain, which-1 found to my coft.. In-
deed it is fetting a double tatk of bricks to be
made without giving firaw for the work. But
this legal way of preaching agreed with my legal
feelings, and I foon got into'a great profeffion ;
but all my bufinefs lay in making clean the out-
fide, at which I was very diligent, abftaining from
all outward things, and endeavouring to break
off my. fins by righteoufnefs. To work I went, -
and an abundance of dead works were performed.
I fometimes felt a firong inclination after thofe
abominations wherein I had formerly lived; and
the difficulty 1 found in leaving off my old prac-
tices I ignorantly conceived to be the warfare be-
tween fleth and fpirit ; I therefore kept on mor-
tifying the deeds of the body; and a moft valiant
foldicr 1 fattered myfelf I was; for at length I
gained the vidtory fo far, that I followed no out-
ward thing that could be condemned, And
hevein I believe my conduét was unimpeachable;
and in this reformation I refted, being puffed up
with a vain mind; and, having heard the liberty
of the gofpel fometimes fpoken of, but never ex.
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plained, being at eafe in the fleth, I imagined |
ftood in that liberty ; and my vain, prefamptuons
confidence I miftouk for faith, and thought myfelf
to be a chriftian indeed; and I verily believe
that thoufands of profeffors reft here, as I once
did. T attended different prayer meetings, read
the fcriptures, and was very attentive to every
part of religious worlthip as far as I knew; I faid
many prayers, and performed all the good works
Tcould; and, according to my ability, I beftowed
alms, yea, even beyond my power, for I {ome-
times gave all I had away, and fretted that I had
not more to give. I think no poor creature was
ever more puffed up with blind zeal than I was,
and a prouder Pharifee, I verily believe, there
never did exift; like thofe of old, I trufted in
myfelf that I was righteous, and defpifed others.
I was fo full of religion, that 1 could talk about
it at any time, and to any one; and ftrove hard
to drag every one into a profeflion that came in
my way; but, had I gained a thoufand profelytes,
their being converted to {uch a faith as mine then
was would have been of no avail; for, like me,
they would only have been twofold more the
children of hell, Matt. xxiii. 15. For Chrift de-
clares ta the Pharifees, < Verily I fay unto you,
that publicans and harlots go into the kingdom
of God before you,” Matt. xxi. 31. However, I
went on for fome time in this way, being fwept
and garnifhed with this external fhew of religion
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and holinefs ; whereas inwardly I was full of all
uncleannefs, and knew no more about a broken
heart or a contrite {pirit, nor of real forrow on
account of fin, than Satan himfelf; neverlheléfs,
I was not always eafy in my mind :.for at times
I felt fo much evil working within, that I knew
not what to think of myfelf; and this fo pulled
down my vain confidence, that I frequent{, felt
very low, and was oftentimes much dif  ted,
and did not think fo highly of my religion; as,
from what I felt, I very much fufpected that all
was not right with me; and this diffatisfattion
kept increafing upon me, till I thought there was
fomething more in real religion than I was yet
acquainted with. I got more and more reftlefs,
and was exceedingly diftrefled, fearing I was de-
ceived, and that my religion would prove nothing
worth. This I knowis a dreadful flate to be’
in; * For, if a man thinketh himfelf to be fome-
thing when he is nothing, he deceiveth himfelf,”
Galat. vi. 8. One day, being at my work, and
pondering over thefe matters in my mind, I be-
came fo difconfolate and diftreffed, that I knew
not what to do, for I feared that all was wrong.
At thistime I had (ome ftrong impreffions on my
mind to go in prayer to the Lord, and make
known to bim all my difirefs. So Ileft my work,
retired to a fecret place, and put up a few peti-
tions, which, to the beft of my remembrance,
were as follows,—~* O Lord, I have finned againft
c
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thee, but thou art merciful and gracious, flow tg
anger and abundant in goodnefs : thou fearchegt
the heart and trieft the reins, and all things are
naked and open unto thee; thou knoweft the
ftate I am in, and the difirefs which I feel, fear-
ing I am not right before thee : fuffer me not to
‘be deceived, I befeech thee, O Lord ; and, if my
religefn is what thou thyfelf hast taught me, be
pleak to make it known, and comfort me in it;
but, if it is what thou haft not taught me, and
will fail mé when I come to die, reveal this alfo
unto me; and, if it be thy moft bleffed will, let
the firft paflage of feripture I ever fee from this
time be defcriptive of my cafe, that I may thereby
know what is my true flate before thee, Pardon.
and forgive my fin, and make me what thou
wouldft have me to be. I afk all in the name,
and for the fake, of Jefus Chrift. Amen.”—How
long time elapfed before I looked into the Bible
I do not recolleét; but I remember one night,
being very unhappy, and thinking of what I had
prayed for, I took it up to read, and the firft
words I faw were thefe, ¢ Thou haft neither part
nor lot in this matter, for thy heart is not right in
the fight of Gdd,” A&s viii. 21. On reading thefe
words I funk in my foul, and God quickened me.
to feel that I was loft, and fthewed me the
wretched flate [ wasin; and in one moment fuch
horror of mind feized me, that I felt as if I was
going to drop into the bottomlefs pit; my heart
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funk within me; I was quite chilled, and after-
wards broke out into a cold fweat; my firength
of body feemed to be all gone from me ; and, if
I had not fat down, I believe I fhould have
dropped on the floor. I then perceived that reli-
gion was heart-work, to which I had been an
utter firanger, and had been deceiving myfelf in
a falfe profeflion ; and I felt the wretched, fallen,
loft ftate I was in by nature, and that ¢ Original
fin is the fault and corruption of the nature of
every man that is engendered of the offspring of
Adam, whereby man is very far gone from ori+
ginal righteoufnefs, and is of his own nature in~
clined to evil, fo that the fleth lufteth contrary't'o
the {pirit, and therefore in every perfon born into
this world it deferveth God’s wrath and damna-.
tion.” Article the 9th. I now experienced the
difference. between legal convi@ions and thofe
which are produced under the powerful quicken-
ing operations of God’s fpirit; *youn hath he
guickened who were dead in trefpafles and fins.”
I believed his threatenings denounced againft me
as a finner, and trembled at his word, which
fays, ° the foul that fins fhall die,” and is quick
and powerful, and fharper than any two-edged
fword, Heb. iv. 12. < All things that are re-
proved are made manifeft by the light, for whatfo-
cver doth make manifeft is light,” Eph. v. 13. I
had been alivé without the law; but when the
conimandment came {in revived, and I died, I
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now faw the fpirituality of God’s law, which difx
covered to me my loft and fallen flate, and what
an infinite diftance there was betwixt me and g
holy God, and how far fhort I fell of the law’s
démands ; < The law is fpiritual, but I am carnal,
fold under fin;” and ¢ Curfed is every one that
continueth not in all things that are written in
the law to do them.” Formerly I had no other
knowledge of fin than by actual tranfgreffions;
but now I found that thefe corrupt fruits fprung
from a corrupt fountain, an evil and depraved
nature, which originated in the fall; * By the
offence of one judgment camé upon all men to
condemnation;” therefore this condemnation was
entailed upon me in man’s fall; for, * by one
man fin entered into the world, and death by
fin, and fo death paffed upon all men, for that
all have finned;,” Rom. v. 12. Theé rebukes of
God in my confcience, and his wrath revealed
againft my fin, pulled down my felf-righteous
fpirit. ¢ When thou, Lord, with rebukes doft
corre@ man for iniquity; thou makest his beauty
to confume away like a moth,” Pfa, xxxix. 11,

¢ By the law is the knowledge of fin;” this
difcovered to me my corruption and the conecu-
pifcence of my beart. ¢ But fin, taking occafion
by the commandment, wrought in me all manner
of concupifcence ; for without the law fin was
dead,” Rom. vii. 8. And I believe all that the
law can de is to difcover fin, and condemn the
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finner; as the Apofile fays, ¢“Was then that
which is good made death unto me ? God forbid.
But fin, that it might appear fin, working death
in me by that which is good; that fin by the
commandment might become exceeding finful,”
Rom, vii. 13. It condemns the finner, and is
called the miniftration of death and condemna-
tion, 2 Cor. iii. 7, 9. It thews the aboundings of
our tranigreflions ; ‘ Moreover, the law entered,
that the offence might abound,” Rom. v. %0.
And «it was added becaufe of tranfgreffions,”
Gal. iii. 19. The diftrefs and anguifh I felt on
account of my fin, are, I believe, what, Paul calls
the terrors of the Lord ; for, death and judgment
were uppermoft in my thoughts, and  the yoke
of my tranigreflions was bound by his hand,”
Lam. i. 14. So that my heart continually medi-
tated terror; and for fome years I had no reft
becaufe of my fin, as David fays, ¢ For mine ini-
quities are gone over my head; as an heavy bur-
den, they are too heavy for me,” Pfa. xxxviii. 4.
But God, who difcovered to me my fin, did not
fuffer me to hate nor to thun the light, but to
come to it, and expofe my confcience to the force
of truth. <« He that doeth truth cometh to the
light, that his deeds may be made manifeft that
they are wrought in God,” Prov. iii. 21. I kept
up a very firi¢t attendance at church, and often
heard a great deal faid about open and profane
fin. But my wound lay within, and forcly dif-



( 22 )
treffed I was; which made me liften very atten.
tively to the minifter, hoping to hear my feel.
ings brought forth; but in this I was generally
difappointed, for my cafe was not touched upon ;
{o far from it, that I frequently returned with an
increafed burden, for he fet before me an impof-
fible tafk, holding forth the law as the only rale
of life, and fetting me ta work in my own
firength ; at which I laboured very hard, and I
may f{ay fared hard too, for all fulnefs of grace is
in Chrift, not in the law; and God miniftereth
not his fpirit by the works of the law, but by the
hearing of faith ; therefore fetting poor helplefs
finners to work for life inftead of pointing them
to Chrift, who is * the end of the law for righ-
tecufnefs to every one that believeth,” Rom. x,
4, is binding heavy burdens upon men’s fhoul~
ders which are grievous to be borne, Mat. xxiii. 4.
Such preaching keeps troubled fouls back, rather
than helping them forwards. Chrift fays, ¢ Ye
enter not.in yourfelves, and them that were en-
tering in ye hindered,” Luke xi. 5. ¢ The law
warketh wrath, for where no law is there is no
tranfgreffion,” Rom. 1v. 15: it “gendereth to
bondage,” Gal. iv. 24. The preaching of the
law -contrads, inftead of enlarging the heart,
which was the effeét it always had upon me;
and, though the miniftry which I fat under was
called the golpel, yet there was little elfe brought
forth but the works of the law; and Paul calls
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the gofpel the miniftry of the fpirit. Thefe dif-
courfes upon the law communicated nothing but
wrath and bondage to fear, and have often fent
me away in great anguifh and bitternefs of foul,
with a difireffed and difconfolate mind. * While
I fuffer thy terrors,” fays David, ¢¢1 am difira&-
ed,” Pfalm Ixxxviii. 15. Ilaboured hard to keep
the law, and work out a righteoufnefs of my
own, but all in vain; “1,” faith the Lord, ¢ will
declare thy righteoufnefs and thy works, for they
thall not profit thee,” Ifa. lvii. 12, They are but
as filthy rags at beft, and God fays, “Their webs
fhall not become garments, neither fhall they co-
ver themfelves with their works,” Ifa. lix. 6. And
this I found, that by the deeds of the law fhall
‘no fleth living be juftified;” whilft in Chrift all
that believe are frecly juftified from all things :
“ By his knowledge,” fays God, * fhall my righ-
teous fervant juftify many, for he thall bear their
iniquities;” and *In the Lord fhall all the feed
of Ifrael be juftified, and fhall glory;” asit is alfo
written, ¢ Surely, thall one fay, in the Lord have I
righteoufnefs and frength.” Ifa. xlv. 24. 1 heard
much about vows, promiles, and refolations ; and
I made many; and at this fruitlefs toil laboured
for fome years, firiving againft fin in my own
firength, whereby I was kept in continual bondage
and agitation of mind, for the law was fet before
me as my rule, holines of life enforced, and a
progreflive fandtification infified upon; in all
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which I found myfelf very deficient, and never
could come up to the rule I heard laid down, for
1 was daily offending in thought, word, and deed,
and he that offends but in one point is guilty of
all, Jam. ii. 10. So far was I from having that
‘holinefs of temper which I heard of (for the
queftion was often afked, « What are your tem-
pers,” &c. ?) and thofe good frames and feelings,
that in myfelf I daily found that which was quite
the reverfe of all this, being full of fury and fret-
fulnefs, bitter in {pirit, filled with rebellion, en-
mity, malice, wrath, peevithnefs, difcontent, and
envy, with every other evil working within : and
fo far was I from feeling myfelf more and more
fan&ified, fo as to be free from thefe things, that
I appeared to get mmore vile, and my corrupt na-
ture fhewed itfelf in every fhape; which leads
me to think that fuch preachers are phyficians of
no value, who fet men to look for {uch attain-
ments in themfelves, inftead of leading them to
Jetus Chrift, in whom they are all to be found ;
“ Who of God is made unto us wifdom, and
righteoufnefs, and fan&ification, and rcderhp-
tion,” 1 Cor. i. 30. Thofe who teach fuch
things keep poor fouls in bondage, and  the la-
bour of the foolifh wearieth every one of them,
becaufe he knoweth not how to go to the city,”
Eccl. x. 15. I have often returned home from
hearing a fermon bowed down with diftrefs and
grief, lamenting my fhort-comings ; then I ufed
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to refolve to be more circum{pe&, watchful, and
obfervant, and that I would guard againft every
tranfgreflion and every evil with which I had be-
fore been overcome ; vow and promife that I ne-
ver would commit the like again, but in future
would be more diligent: but, alas! fin was {oo
ftrong for me, and I was foon overcome. Chrift
declares, “ Without me ye can do nothing,”
John xv. 5. I broke through all my promifes, and
then funk into the deepeft difirefs ; and have fet
to vowing again in the fame way, til} I have been
ready to bind myfelf down with oaths; but, as
Job fays, « IfI wath myfelf with fnow water, and
make my hands ever fo clean, yet fhalt thou
plunge me in the ditch, and mine own clothes
fthall abhor me,” Job ix. 30, 31; and fo I found
it, till this bitter and woful experience made me
completely fick of this wretched way of going on:
and now, if ever I heara man fetting people to
make vows, my foul hates what they advance,
knowing that they who are at fuch a work will
have no better fuccefs than I had; and whoever
fets them at it are turning the blind and the lame
“out of the way; and that which is lame is not to
be turned out of the way, but rather to be healed.
Chrift is the repairer of the breach, and tbe re-
ftorer of paths to dwell in, and in him is peace
and truth; asfaith the prophet, ¢ Behold, I will
bring it health and cure, and I will cure them,
and will reveal unto them the abundance of
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peace and truth,” Jer. xxxiii. 6. All fulnefs is jp
the Saviour, Ifever I madea vow, as foon as [
had done it Satan fet upon me again with the fame
temptation I had been proteft'ng againft, and
never left me till I had broken through all my
promifes; fo that I never kept one vow that I
‘had made, but as foon as I had broken them I
was truly wretched and milerable. I verily be-
lieve that the whole of it is Satan’s own work;
he firft fets us to make a vow, and then tempts us
to break it, and afterwards turns accufer, on.ac-
count of both.

I procured feveral books, in which were many
forms of prayer adapted to different cafes; but
I met with none that were altogether fuitable to
my flate ; for frequently, when I began to repeat
them, I durft not go on, knowing that what I
was uttering with my mouth, and what I fxlt in
my heart, were widely difierent, fo that I could
get no fatisfa@ion from thefe, though I faid many
every day. Befides, I feldom failed repeating the
morning and evening ferviee, from the common
prayer bock, cvery day as I wasat my work; in-
deed I had learnt prayers to repeat upon every
occafion all the day long, for I attended at differ-
ent prayer meetings, where I have heard men
pray with fuch eloquence, that I would have
given a world to have expreffed 1ayfelf like
them: but I was far enough from being ahle fa
to do; I could only look on and wonder at
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others, and concluded that none were fo ignorant
as myfelf. One day, as I was reading, I came to
this fcripture, “and 1 will pour upon the houfe
of David, and upon the izhabitants of Jerufalem,
the fpirit of grace and of fupplications,” Zech.
xii. 105 which dwelt fo much upon my mind,
that I began to leave off my forms of prayer, and
endeavoured to call upon God as wellas I could ;
but I was often in fuch confufion and trouble,
that I could only utter a few broken unconne&ed
-expreflions, and fometimes was not able to fpeak
a word, on which account I was greatly diftrefied,
but found much relief from thefe two fcriptures,
s¢ Teach us what we fhall fay unto him, for we
cannot order our fpeech by reafon of darknefs,”
Job xxxvii. 19; from which it appears there could
be little or nothing faid. And Paul fays, the
fpirit helps our infirmities with groanings that
cannot be uttered. The Lord ‘knqws the way
that we take, and all our defire is before him.
And, although many times [ could, not exprefs
my feelings, yet I have groaned, being bur-
dened, fighed and wept; and he that fearcheth
the heart knoweth what is the mind of the fpirit,
for the fpirit maketh interceflion for the faints
according to the will of God. Finding I could not
meet with any forms of prayer fuitable to my feel-
ings, T left them all off, and have not made ufe of
them from that day to this; but have called upon
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the name of the Lord, in extempore prayer, as he
hath enabled me.

I laboured under a fore and moft diftreffing
temptation for many years, which was, blafphe-
mous thoughts againft the Moft High; and none
that I have ever pafled through fince has given
me fo much diftrefs, it being of ail others the
moft-horrid. - Oh the days and menths of mifery
{ have experienced, being bowed down with
grief on account of it! I would not go through
it again for all the world, and I hope in the Lord
I never fhall ; for I have many times fuffered fo
much, as to be almoft worn out with trouble,
having no reft either by day or by night, .fo that
people about me have atked what was the mat-
ter ; my difirefs being fo great, that I could reft
in no place; and fo dejetted, thatI was the pic-
ture of mifery, for my mind was almoft dif-
tracted. Indeed I have many times feared I
fhould lofe my fenfes, and be left to fpeak out
'what I felt within, I cannot exprefs a thoufandth
part of the troubles I have gone through of this
fort, which I never dur{t mention to any creature
living for many years, thinking that no one be-
fides me either was, or ever had been, tempted to
blafpheme in this way. And I was the more in-
clined to keep this matter to myfelf from an idea
that, if it was known how wicked I was, every
one would look upod-me with difdain, and I
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fhould wander about as a vagabond upon the
earth; that no one would have any conmneftion
with me; nay, fo far from it, that they would
fhun me, as being unfit for any fociety but the
devils themfelves. This temptation to blafpheme
haunted me, go where I would; and oftentimes,
when I took up the feriptures to read, to medi-
tate, or attempted to pray, er was in company or
converfation with thofe that feared the Lord, my
mind would be more infefled than ever, info-
much that I knew not what to do, for I think, if
poffible, thoufands of thefe fiery darts have
paffed through my mind in a few minutes. At
length I got fo bad, that I began to fear I thould,
in my buarry and great agitation of mind, be left,
fometime or other, to utter involuntarily what I
felt within. To avoid this, every time it came
upeon me 1 began to repeat, as faft as I could,
« Blefled be the Lord, blefled be the: Lord.”
Even while I kept fpeaking thus numberlefs
oaths and curfes would dart through my mind,
till I have been like one defperate ; and have
fometimes gone on in this way all the day long,
dreading the approach of night, for when I went
to bed I was worfe off than ever. Various are the
means which I have made ufe of to put thefe
wicked thoughts out of my mind; and many
times, when in great anguifth and bitternefs on
account of them, I pulled my hair till the tears
have ran down my cheeks with pain, and I have
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been toffing to and fro, longing for the moming
light. But I frequently rofe in this difirefs, ang
pafled through a difmal day, retiring again, with
an increafe of burden, to pafs through another
wearifome night; “So was I made to poffefs
months of vanity ; and wearifome nights:were
appointed for me,” Job vii. 3. Frequently, when
I have attempted to pray againft them, as foon as
I have kneeled down, in one moment my mind
would be filled with fuch horrid blafphemy, that
I have jumped up in the greateft horror, being a
terror to mylelf, and have ftood and wept bitterly,
not daring to open my mouth to call upon the
name of the Lord, left I thould be forced to fpeak
what T felt paffing within, Such days as thefe
are the bittereft that I ever paffed through, and I
have had many of them. Thefe two paflages, in
the fixteenth chapter of the Revelation, were
continually upon my mind, and I greatly feared
left they fhould be fulfilled by me; ¢ And men
were fcorched with great heat, and blafphemed
the name of God,” verfe 9; *“and blafphemed
the God of heaven, becaufe of their pains and
their fores, and repented not of their deeds,”
verfe 11. I thought my days would foon be at’
an énd; and, when I got to that place of
torment, that Satan would compel me to blaf-
pheme; concluding, from what I felt, that it
was one part of their employment whe are
confined in thofe difmal regions; and thefe
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words ufed to cut me to the heart, « They fhall
fret themfelves, and curfe their King and their
God, and look upward,” Ifa. viii. 21. O the mi-
fery which I have had, and the tears that I have
fthed, on account of this Lorrid temptation, which
I conceive to be the maflerpiece of Satan! and
furely he never inje@ed into the mind of any man
worfe than 1 have felt. Nothing ever bowed
me down and diftrefled me. like thefe < fiery
darts of the wicked,” Eph. vi, 16, 1 had never
heard any one hint at fich things, nor had I ever-
read of any thing of the fort, until one Sunday
evening, after returning from church, a friend- of
mine took me witlf him to call upon an acquaint-
ance of his, who, before we left the houfe, put a
book of yours into his hand, which he lent me to
read. 1 took it home, and never met with any.
book before that fuited me fo well, though there
was a good deal in it I did not underftand; yet
fome parts were very fuitable to me, as it pointed
out that which none had ever done before ; I read
it over and over again; and, when I returned it,
borrowed another, which was, <The Kingdom
of Heaven laken by Prayer.” This proved a trea--
fure indeed, being abundantly blefled to me;
and I blefled the author of it a- thoufand times
over before 1 ever faw him. It was the ficft
book I ever read- that pointed qut my cafe, and
from it 1 received the firft help I ever got in my
difirefs, One Sunday morning 1 retired into a
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garden fo perufe it; and, when I came to the
106th, and follewing pages, where you mentiop
that horrid temptation that came upon you, I
was much amazed to find the very things related
which I had fo long laboured under, and which
were fo heavy a burden to me. My diftrefling
cafe was exaétly pointed out, and my heart began
to glow with gratitude to God that I had met
~ with a book fo defcriptive of my feelings : it was
joyful news indeed to me to read the account,
as 1 bad never read the like before, nor had I
heard any thing of the kind fpoken of; fo that
I had concluded no one had ever felt thefe things
but myfelf. I keptreadingon till my heart was fo
full that I burft into tears, and wept for. joy. 1
walked up and down in the garden, praifing the
Lord with my whole heart, and many times cried
out, ¢ Blefs the author of this book I” 1 cannot
exprefs the relief which I found; my burden
feemed to be quite gone, and my heart and affec-
tions went up in gratitude to God, while tears of
thankfulnefs flowed -very copioufly, and I kept
on blefling and praifing the name of the Lord for
his goodnefs, that I had found one who had
experienced the fame things which I had felt.
«“The author of this book,” faid I, “ whoever he
be, has laboured under the fame fore and dif-
trefling temptation that I bave, and he has ob-
tained mercy; and, as the Lord hath fhewed
mercy to him, it may be that he will exercife the
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fame towards me.” 1 felt encouragemeht to
hope, and thanked God with all my heart.

It was now church time, and, as my mafter
called me to go, I was obliged to obey. But be-
fore I returned home again I had loft all thofe
fieet feelings which I had had in the morning;
for what I heard at the church was as aoppofite to
the matter contained in the book as the Eaft is
from the Weft. In the courfe of the week this
dreadful temptation returned upon me again as
violently; and, to add to my diftrefs, it was in a
moment darted into my mind that ths was the
unpardonable fin; whereupon I funk in my feel-
ings lower than ever; what Lfelt I cannot ex-
prefs; I however concluded that all was over
with me, and I was inevitably lot. The unpar-
donable fin was dlways uppermoft in my mind;
and fometimes it lay fo heavy upon me, that I
was fcarcely able to go about my bufinefs; then
again the weight of it would in a meafure wear
off for a time ; but the firft effeCtual relief I got
was when hearing you preach from thefe words,
« Surely he thall deliver thee from the fnare of
the fowler, and from the noifome pefiilence,”
Plalm. xci. 3. Whilft you were Vi:peal'{ing
from thefe words my burden was guite removed,
and I faw clearly that I had not committed the
unpardonable fin, In the courfe of the fermon
you mentioned this blafphemous temptation, ob-
ferving that there were but very few of the Lord’s

2]
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people, who were fharply tried, but weré exer.
cifed with it; and that the next thing which
Satan fuggefted to the mind was, that this was
the unpardonable fin; and then you fhewed
plainly what the unpardonable fin was, and that
this temptation was not it. O what comfort did
I receive whilft hearing this difcourfe ! My hope
was ftrengthened, and I returned from Providence
Chapel rejoicing in my heart, being relieved from
the heavieft burden that can come upon the mind
of man. Still, however, the temptation .to blaf-
pheme was not completely removed, for often-
times afterwards 1 was forely harafled with it,
though I prayed againft it night and day, till at
length I began to defpair of ever getting rid of
it, and thought it was of no ufe at all praying
agaihﬁ it, and that I muft give it up: but one
day, when I was walking alone, and was very
penfive, pondering it over in my mind, thefe
words firuck me very forcibly, * This kind goeth
not out but by prayer and fafting,” Matt. xvil.
21. I looked in the bible for thefe words, to fee
upon what occafion théy were fpoken; and when
I found them I took encouragement, and kept
on praying againft this blafpheming devil; and
blefled, for ever blefled, be the Lord, he was
pleafed, in hisown time, condefcendingly to hear
my poor petitions, and anfwer my prayers, and
delivered ‘me from this fnare of the fowler.
¢ Chrift fpake a parable, that men ought-always
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to pray and not to faint.”—*¢ If we afk any thing
according to his will he _heéreth us ;"—*and
fhall not God avenge his own elect, which cry
day and night unto him, though he bear long
with them ? I tell you that he will avenge them
{peedily,” Luke xviii. 7. 8; and, blefled be his
name, I have not for fome years paft been much
exercifed in this way; and whenever I am it does
not difirefs me now as it ufed to do. But nothing
that I ever heard or read alleviated my mind. fo
much as a letter of yours in the Liging Teftimo-
nies, page 316 ; by which I perceived that thefe
fiery darts came from Satan ; and it was fo blelfed
to me, that fince I firft read it I have never been
fo caft down and diftreffed about it as I was be-
fore, being perfuaded, as you therein'obferve,\{hat
it was the devil’s own fin; and my foul “ efcaped
as a bird out of the fnare of the fowler, the {nare
was broken and I efcaped,”. Pfalm cxxiv. 7.
Bleffed be the Lord, who hath not given me a
prey to his teeth.

After reading the Kingdom of Heaven, &c.
I had a great defire to purchafe fome of your
books; but how it was to be brought about I
knew not ; for, being an apprentice, I had no
means of getting money ; however, I came to this
determination, that the next time I faw my fa-
ther I would afk-him to give me a guinea; and,
if he refufed, I would then atk for the loan of
one till [ was out of my time, when I would re-
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pay him: accordingly, when he came to fee me, ¥
afked of him this favour, and, after interrogating
me upon the fubjed, being informed that the au-
- thor of the books was not a methodift, he gave
me the guinea, and I parchafed books with it as
far as it wonld go; and by reading thefe I foon
began to difrelith all my former ones: fo that
¢ The whole Duty of Man,” ‘Allen’s Alarm,’
¢ Ruffel’s Sermons,” and feveral others which I
had of the fame linfey-woolfey fort, "grew out of
favour and out of fathion with me; and I have
. never looked at them fince, nor do I ever intend
fo to do. One Sunday morning I rofe very early,
" and read a part of ¢ The Moral Law not injured,’
&c. Here I found my mind greatly inftruéted,
and was much comforted; at feven o'clock I
fet off to a prayer meeting, which I had for fome
time attended. On my return home I walked
with an elderly man, who had been to the fame
place, and was called a father in Ifracl. In the
fimplicity of my heart, I afked him whether he
had ever beard a Mr. Huntington preach, or had
read any of his works. He faid he had beth
heard you, and had fecn fome of your. books,
which were very dangerous. On learing this
I was very much furprifed ; but he went on,
¢« He is 2 man of a véry bad {pirit, and the books
have a dangerous tendency.” This ftopped all fur-
ther converfation, except my obferving tbat I bad
read fome of them, and liked them better than
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any books I ever faw. After this 1 lent the
Kingdom of Heaven, &c. to an acquaintance of
mine, who was older than myfelf, and had been
much longer in a profeflion, hoping it might be
of ufe to him, as he always feemed bowed down
to the earth with trouble. But, on returning it,
he merely remarked that he thought it was too
full of levity. By which I perceived that the
book had not found favour in his eyes, though [
efteemmed it as one of my greateft treafures. But
when I faw what a cool receptioh it met with it
rather damped me, though I held my peace, and
poridered the matter over in my heart; for in
times paft [ ufed ta wonder how fuch things
could be, as I could not underfiand them.. But
I now perceive that there is no union betwixt the
bond family and the fons of the free woman;
they are two feparate people, ‘and never can be
brought together: what one delights in the other
hates; one ferves God in the newnefs of the fpi-
rit, the other in the oldnefs of the letter; and
whenever the beft robe is brought forth, to adorn
the prodigal, thefe elder fons are always angry ;
s The children of the flefh, thefe are not the
children of God ; but the children of the promife
are counted for the feed,”, Rom. ix. 8. The bond
woman and her fon is to be caft out, for he fhall
not be heir with the fon of the free woman.
Soon after this affair I read the Juftification
of a Sinner, which was much bleffed to me ; in-
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deed I was behefitted, more or lefs, in the peru.
fal of every book I had, what I experienced being
therein defcribed. And 1 daily fearched the
feriptures, to fee if thefe things were fo; and I
found, as far as I had gone in experience, and
aécording to what little light and judgment God
had given me into his word, that they were writ-
ten agreeably to it, and that the author of them
was a partaker of the fame fpirit as thofe holy
- men of old, who fpake as they were moved by
the Holy Ghoft; and as the Bible, the.books,
and what I felt within, coincided with each
other, I moved on agreeably to what1 felt; and
by reading the feriptures and thefe books I got
that knowledge and fatisfaction, and thofe helps,
in the troubled fiate I then was in, that [ never
got from any preacher, go where I would; for I
was finking under a fenfe of God’s wrath and
fore difpleafure ; therefore they, who had never
‘felt thefe things, were of no ufe to me, for he that
knows nothing of a wounded f{pirit can never
fpeak to the feelings'of one that Ged hath quick-
ened. But your books deferibed my cafe ; there-
fore we were well agreed; and I believe that
thofe who read and then reje@t them know little
or nothing about the matter. However, herein
I am of David's mind, ¢ Let them curfe, but blefs
thou,” Pfalm cix. 28; and I have caufe to blefs
the Almighty that I ever faw them. ¥ feldom
went to any other place of worfhip than the esta-
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blithment; and, whenever I did, I got no more
fatisfaction in hearing the diffenters than the mi-
nifter I attended in the church, for in both places
there was a famine, for want of the bread of life.
My diftrefs was great, feeling the loft and perith-
ing condition I was in; and what I wanted to
hear was, how fuch an one as I could be faved ;
but Chrift was not fet forth as the Saviour of the
loft, fo that what I heard oftener increafed my
burden than lightened it, for fuch legal preach-
ing only makes the heart of the rightéo’us fad, by
putting darknefs for light, and light for darknefs.
There was no cafting up, nor preparing the way,
nor removing the ftumbling-blocks, as God
hath commanded, Ifa. lvii. 14. I was like the
woman with the iffue of blood, who had fuffered
many things of many phyficians, and had fpent
all that the had, and was nothing bettered, but
rather grew worfe, Mark v, 26. When I heard
a text read I frequently thought there was fome-
thing contained in the words fuitable to me yand,
if it was expreflive of diftrefs and trouble, then
my expectations were raifed very high, hoping to
hear fomething to do me good; as 1 was waiting
to ftep in if the waters were troubled, Jer. v. 7;
but, alas! alas! my expectations were cut off,
and I was left finking in my troubles far enough’
below any thing that I heard touched upon,
Sometimes I returned home quarrelling with the
minifter, being vexed in my fpirit; at other times
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1 came away diftrefled beyond meafure, writin

bitter things againft myfelf, and thought furely
the fault was altogether in me; and I was fink-
ing under a burden almoft too heavy for me to
bear, for truly it was grievous, a long firing of
duties being pointed  out, but no leading of the
mind to Chriff, upon whom help is laid, and
where alone firength is to be found. Thefe things
bowed down my foul ; for all that was faid in
general feemed to make againft me, and nothing
was brought forth that I could take hold of, or
that gave me any help in the way. ¢ Can that
which is unfavoury be eaten without falt?”” Job
vi. 6; ¢ Or doth the wild afs bray when he hath
grafs; or lowcth the ox over his fodder?” Job
vi. 5. No; the gofpel trumpet is to be blown, and
the pramife is, that they fhall come who are
ready to perifh. It is the outcafts which are to
be gathered in; and none are capable of inviting
thefe guefts but they who are appointed to it by
God himfelf. 1t is a faithful witnefs that delivers
fouls, and * the teftimiony of Jefus is the {pirit of
prophecy;” therefore he that is deftitute of thefe
things is not made infiramental in bringing fouls
to Chrift. There is no life, therefore no power;
it is the {pirit that quickeneth; « To the law and
to the teftimony: if they fpeak not according to
this word, it is becaufe there is no light in them,”
Ifa. viii. 20; Ilong fpent money for that which
was not bread, and my labour for that which fa-
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tisfieth not, Ifa. Iv. 2; but this has been, and
ftill is, of great ufe to me; for by it God fhewed
me the infufficiency of a form of godlinefs with-
out the power, and he threw down all my fandy
foundations upon which I was wont to build;
and himfelf led me in a right way, that he might
bring me to a city of habitation. And, as foon
as it pleafed ‘God to bring me to hear the truth,
I forfaok them altogether, having bad enough
of it. The wife man ftells us, “to forfake the
foolith and live, and go in the way of under-
ftanding,” Prov. ix. 6. And Chrift fays, “ My
fheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they
follow me; but a ftranger will they not follow,
but will flee fromi him, for they know not the
voice of firangers,” Jer. x. 15. And fo I have
found it many times, when I have gone to hear
different minifters, for the gofpel which I had re-
ceived was not like what they taught ; therefore
what T have gone through has been of great ufe
to me in this refpe&, that I can now fee the
foundation upon which numbers build, and
where they ﬂand ; and I know that they are
refting fhort of the promife; for what God has
taught me has been to bring me off from fuch a
religion as they are in poffeffion of. And it has
grieved me much, when I have gone at times to
hear what is called the gofpel, to fee whole con-
gregations fet down fhort of the kingdom; and L.
have thought of the Saviour’s words, *“ Wo unto
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you, for ye are as graves that appear not, and the
men that walk over them are not aware of them,”
Luke xi. 44. And I know that they are not
aware of the deception, for I have feen many ele-
vated with a difcourfe which has grieved me to
the heart. But I have always found that, if a
word be fpoken againft {fuch preaching, the peo-
ple are angry, and fuch refufe to come in ; ¢ The
prophets prophefy faifely, and the priefts bear
rule by their means, and my people love to have
it fo; and what will ye do in the end thereof ?
Jer. v. 31. Why our Lord fays, * If the'blind
lead the blind, both fhall fall into the ditch,”
Matt. xv. 14. God is a fovereign; and the
feriptures inform us that with him is firength
and wifdom ; * the deceived and the deceiver are
his,” Job xir. 16.

A few months before I was out of my time F
was one day ftanding at my work, very difconfo-
late and much caft down, being -in great diftrefs
about my eternal flate, and thinking that I fhould:
foon be removed from the fituation I was then
in, but to what part of the world I fhould be
tofled I knew not; but I pictured things out to
myfelf as dreadful as my imagination could paint
them : and, whilft I flood pondering over this
gloomy fubje@, this fcripture came upon my
mind as powerfully as though a voice had fpoken
it to me, ¢ And, behold, I am with thee, and
will keep thee in all places whither thou goeft,



(43 )
and will bring thee again into this land, for I
will not leave thee until I kave done that which
I have fpoken to thee of,” Gen xxviii. 15, I
‘found fuch a change in my feelings, and fuch an
heavy burden was taken from me, that I knew
not what to think of it; I was like the child
Samuel. It is faid of him, * Now Samuel did
not yet know the Lord, neither was the word of
the Lord yet revealed unto him,” -1 Sam. iii. 7;
1 felt the power, though, like Peter, I ¢ wift not
that it was true which was done by tHe angel,”
Acts xii. 9. But I felt very comfortable, and
was much relieved from my diftrefs ; and this
kind promife has been fulfilled to me, as will
be thewn asI proceed with the narrative. When
I was out of my apprenticefhip I wifhed much to
go to London, having a great defire to hear you:
but I bad no profpet of being able to accomplith
this. Afterwards I engaged myfelf to a gentle-
man in the country, who did not immediately
want me ; fo that a door feemed. now open in
providence for me to go to town, where I ftayed
for two months. ¢ The defire of the righteous
fhall be granted,” Prov. x. 24; and the Lord was
with me as he had promifed. I came to Provi-
dence Chapel on the Sunday morning, and you
preached from thefe words, «If ye were Abra-
ham’s children, ye would do the works of Abra-.
ham,” Jer. viil. 390. The works you {poke of
were fuch as I bad never heard from any pulpit,
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yet I knew they were the things I had long:
wanted to hear: and, though fome things made
againft me, yet there were others that were fuit.
able; and I felt my heart move in affeion to-
wards you in fuch a way as I never had done be-
fore to any preacher living. I was quite amazed,
and marvelled greatly, to hear you bring forth my
feelings as you did; [ was like Manoah and his
wife when the angel appeared to them; * and
the angel did wonderously, and' Manoah and his
wife looked on,” Jodges xiii.. 19. 1 éttended»
every time you preached, both at Providence and
Monkwell Strect meeting, and often heard things
which I did not underfiand, as the experience you
brought forth was far beyond any thing which I
had attained to. But, when you fpake of trouble
and diftrefs, I underftood that part, and many
times got a help by the way; fo that, as Paul
fays to the Corinthians, 1 acknowledged you in
part, 2 Cor. 1. 14; and [ believe [ fhall acknow-
ledge you even to the end. For fome weeks after
I firft heard you 1 was forely difirefled, for you
fiript me of a good deal of my religion, as [ had
plenty about me of what the prophet calls un-
tempered morter; and your preaching difcovered’
to me the worthlefTnefs of the greateft part of my
profeffion. I had been daubed over with untem-
pered morter, and the Lord made ufe of your
miniftry to throw down this work. Qnpe night,
as I-was hearing you preach at Monkwell Street,
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God tent this wall, as himfelf hath (aid, « 1 will
rerid it with a ftormy wind in my fary,” Ezek.
xiii. 18; anddown I went, and from the Tuefday
evening until the Sunday following was diftreffed
indeed. ¢ So will I break down the wall that
ye have daubed with untempered morter,
and bring it down to the ground, {fo that the
foundation thereof fhall be difcovered, and it
fhall fall,” Ezek. xiil. 14: and fo itvwas with me;
-and the Lord fulfilled his own word; which fays,
« Thus will I accomplith my wrath upor; the
wall, and upon them that have daubed it with
untempered morter, and will fay unto you, the
wall is no more, néither they that daubed it,”
‘Ezek. xiii. 15. Andf{o it came to pafs; for on
the Sunday morning I came to Chapel, bowed
down with an expefation that I fhould moft
furely be cut off: but oh no! this florm was not
intended to deftroy, but to ftrip me, of that which
was better Joft than found. You preached that
morning from thefe words, ¢ And, though the
Lord give you the bread of adverfity, and the
water of affliftion, yet fhall not thy teachers be
removed into a corner any more, but thine'eyes
fhall fee thy teachers, and thine ears fhall hear a
word behind thee, faying, this is the way, walk
ye in it, when ye turn to the right hand, and
when ye turn to the left,” Ifa. xxx. 20, 21. On
bearing the words my heart revived ; and as you
went on [peaking from them it was much bleffed
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to me, for I underflood what you faid upon the
bread, of adverfity and water of affliion, ang
God opened my eyes to fee my teacher, and my
ears to hear his word, according to the promife,
« Thy-teachers fhall not be removed into a corner
any more:” and, blefled be his name, they have
not; for mine eyes have {feen my teachers from
that day to this. After hearing you I went no
more among profeffors <f any defcription ; but,
as God has enabled me, I have abode faft by the
trath, and gone according to that light and judg-
ment which he has given me to this day, It was
-about two or three Sundays after this that I heard
you preach from Pfalm xci.. 8; when I re-
ceived that comfort I have before mentioned, res
fpetting my not having committed the unpardon-
able fin. During my ftay in town I heard you
preach {everal other difcourfes, from which I re-
ceived a good deal of encouragement. ¢« My

word,” faith the Lord, ¢ fhall not return void.”
My time being expired, I was obliged to re-
turn to my fituation in the country, though very
reluantly. During my ftay at that place I {fpent
my fabbath’s alone, for the. profeffors were of that
fort with whom I felt no union; therefore I
wifhed for no confederacy, but ftood aloof from
all, waiting upon God, and reading the fcripéures
and fome part of your books; and I found the pre-
fence of the Lord with me.. After ] had been at this
place about eight months I was obliged to leave
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it, the perfon in whofe employment I was having
no further occafion for me. This man pretended
a great deal of friendfhip towards me; ¢ His
words were {fmoother than butter, but war was in
his heart,” Pfalm lv. 21; for fecretly he did me
all the injury he could; and I think I may fay of
him what Jofeph faid to his brethren, « Bat, as
for you, ye thought evil againft me, but God
meant it unto good,” Gen. 1. 20; and fo it
proved. I very foon obtained - another fituation,
and at the time appointed went to it; the morn-
ing I fet off I had twenty-five miles to walk, and
in my way was greatly fatigued in body, much
caft down in mind, and was in gyeat bitterne(s of
foul ; for the adverfary fet before me all things in
as gloomy a light as poflible, and provoked me
fore and made me to fret, 1 Sam. i. 6. In this
dilemma I turned afide into a field, and fat down
under a hedge, and prayed unto the Lord, and
wept fore, 1'Sam. i. 10. Whilft I fat down I
took fome refrethment, bleffed the Lord for what
I had, and thanked him that he had helped me
thus far. Whilft I fat in this place I felt a melt-
ing, foftening frame come over me, and was very
much relieved from my diftrefs: 1 think I may
fay of this field as Jacob did when he was going
to Padan-aram, and lighted upon a certain place,
where he tarried all night, and God appeared to
him in a dream, and when he awoke he faid,
¢ Surely the Lord is in this place, and I knew it



( 48 )
not,” Gen. xxviii, 16. I rofe up from my place;
thanked God for his mercies, and then Journeyed
forward : but the fituation in which I was now
plach was by no means agreeable to me in this
my diftreflfed ftate of mind, therefore I foon re-
turned to Leicefter, where I had a great defire to
flop, if it was the will of God; and I was the
more anxious; becaufe a few people met together
for prayer, the reading of the fcriptures and your
works, with whom I felt union of Heart; and
the thoughts of being feparated from them grieved
me much. After waiting for fome time, however;
and ho way opening for me to refide there, at
length I engaged myfelf to go more than thirty
miles diftant: this I did with very great relu&ance;
as the thoughts of being removed troubled me rot
a little. Being one morning in great diftrefs
about it, I went in prayer to the Lord, and
poured out my complaint before him, fhewing
him all my trouble, Pfalm cxlii. 2; and making
all my requeft known; and I humbly entreated
of him this favour,—that, if it was his moft bleffed
will, I might not be removed from hence, but
that he would be pleafed to provide for me in
the way that feemed good unto him’; as he knew
my heart, and that the only reafon why I defired
to ftay was, that I might have an opportunity of
meeting with thofe who feared his name, (which
1 had long been deprived of) and hew much I
had (uffered in other places on that account. The
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good Lord condefcended to hear my petition,
and on that very day a fituation was provided
for me, my former engagement broken off, and
God fixed me in the place where I folicited, and
where he has kept me to this day; and the pro-
mife he gave me before my firft removal was ful-
filled; the Lord was: with me, and kept me in all
places whither I went: he was with me in Lon.
don; he was with me when I waited upon him,
and fpent my fabbaths alone’; he was with me
and blefled me under the hedge; and he has ne-
ver ‘left me, but brought me again into this
land! « O how great is .thy goodnefs, which
thou haft laid up for them that fear thee!”
Pfalm xxxi. 19. «If we alk any.thing accord-
ing to his will, he heareth us; and, if we know
that he hear us, whatfoever we atk, we know that
we have the petitions that we defired of him,”
1 Jobn v. 14, 15. And how {weet and acceptable
is every thing that is much wanted, and comesin
an{wer to earneft prayer! ¢ Before they call I
will anfwer, and while they are yet fpeaking I
will hear,” Ifa. lxv. 24. This endears the Lord
to us; ¢ Whofo is wife and will obferve thefe
things, even he fhall underftand the lovingkind-
nefs of the Lord,” Pfalm cvil. 43.

A few months after this affair, in the year
1800, a way was opened for me, and I got fettled
in bufinefs ; and for a long time every thing I
engaged in went on as profperoufly as could be

E
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defired. Neverthelefs, my ruined and loft fiate wag
my meditation day and night, which brought me
down very low, and my diftrels kept increafing
upon me; my natural firength was much abated,
and extreme weaknefs of body fucceeded; for
the arrows-of God ftuck faft in me, and his hand
prefled me fore, therefore I was feeble and fore
broken, Pfalm xxxviii. 2 and 8. In the month
of November yon came down to Leicefter, and I
heard you preach from thele words, ¢ Thou,
which haft thewed me great and fore troubles,
fhalt quicken me again,. and fhalt bring me up
again from the depths of the earth ; thou fhalt in-
creafe my gféatncfs, and comfort me on every
fide, Pfalm Ixxi. 20, 21. Never was any thing more
fuitable to any one than this difcourfe to me in
my then difirefled ftate of mind; the things jou
brought forth were what I had felt, and [ was a
good deal relieved from the burden I had long
laboured under, and felt encouragement to hope
that he which had begun his good work in me
would carry it on; for, although I was in fuch a
ftate of confufion that I could make nothing of
myfelf, yet, as you went on with your difcourfe,
I could fee that it was God’s good work, and I was
greatly helped, and for fome time not fo much
bowed down' as heretofore ; -but after a while I
not only got back to my old place of darknefs,
confufion and mifery, but funk lower than ever;
till, like Job, my foul was weary of my life, and
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I went mourning by reafon of the difquietnefs of
my heart, This increafed my weaknefs fo faft,
that I foon was in fuch a debilitated ftate as to
be apprehenfive it might terminate in my diffolu-
tion; and I was much cat down, through the
fear of death and judgment to come. My fins
were fet in order before me, and God appeared as
a fwift witnefs againt me. < The fortows of
death compaffed me, and the pains of hell got
hold upon me ; I found frouble and forrow, then
-called I upon the name of the Lord; O Lord, 1
befeech thee, deliver my foul,” Pfalm cxvi. 3, 4.
I had no reft in my bones becaufe of my fin,
Pfalm xxxviii. 3. The caul of my heart was
rent, and I went in heavinefs, meditating terror,
« for the arrows of the Almighty were within me,
the poifon whereof drank up my fpirits,” Job
vi. 4. God made inquifition for blood, and I
knew that I was out of the city of refuge, Numb.
xxxv. 6: And the avenger of blood was behind
me; fhould death cut me off, asthe tree fallsfoit
lies: I was fenfible that where death left me
judgment would fird me; and, if I died in the
ftate I was then in, all would be loft for ever,
and I fhould be ¢ punifhed with everlafting de-
ftruétion from.the prefence of the Lord, and from
the glory of his power,” 2 Theff. i. 9. Thele
things were fo weighty, that I felt myfelf incapa-
ble of tranfating bufinefs, my mind being wholly
engaged about them; and in that difconfolate
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ftate I could pay but little attention to fublunary
things; “ For what is a man advantaged if he
gain the whole ‘world, and lofe himfelf, or be caft
away " Luke ix. 25. Many pafiages of fcrip-
ture, which feemed to make againft me, laid with
very great weight upon my mind ; and, amongft
many others, I often thought of the fruitlefs cries
of Efau, and frequently wept when thinking I
fhould be like him: the words alfo of our Lord
were very cutting to me, “ Every plant that my
heavenly father hath not planted fhall be rooted
up,” Matt. xv. 13. Thus my way was hedged
up, and fear was on every fide; for, look which
way I would, there was no reft for the fole of my
foot ; my life hung in doubt; and I was filled
with flavith and tormenting fear night and day,
fo that in the morring the language of my héart
was, ¢ Would God it were even,’ arid at even I
faid, * Would God it were mor nmg, for my fin~
was ever before me ; and I found, as Paul fays,
that deftru@ion and mifery are in all the finners
ways, and the way of peace have they not known,
Rom. iii. 16, 17. I was bowed down under the
guilt of fin, and a fenfe of God’s wrath. The
heavens revealed my iniquity, and I remem-
bered God and was troubled ; I complained and
my {pirit Was overwhelmed,” Pfalm Ixxvii. 3.
So, that, as Jab fays, my words were fwallowed
up, Job. vi. 3; and I had forrow in my heart
daily ; for God, confcience, the fcripture, law,
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and gofpel, all appeared to be againft me, for day
and night his hand was heavy upon me ; and fo
diftrefled was I, that my days were forrow, my
travail grief, and my heart took not reft in the
night, Eccl. ii. 23. I funk in the deep mire,
where there was no ftanding ; and, being in this
perilous condition, I haftened my efcape from the
fiormy wind and tempeft, Pfalm Iv. 8. ¢ The
captive exile hafteneth that he may be loofed,
and that he fhould not die in the pit, nor that his
bread fhould fail,” Ifa. li. 14. . My life was quite
a burden to me, for [ had no fatisfalion in any
thing beneath the fun; and the comforter, which
thould relieve my foul, was far from mey Lam. i.
16.. And fo difirefled was I, that for fome time
fleep almoft departed from me; ¢ Thou holdeft
mine eyes waking,” faith the Plalmifi, Pfalm
Ixxvii. 4. I ufed to think of, and long for, the
experience of thefe words, every night when I
vetired to bed, ¢ Thou thalt lie down, and none
thall make thee afraid,” Job xi, 19.  But, fo far,
was I from this, that 1 was full of fear; my fore
ran in the night, and ceafed not ; for, as Job fays,
¢«« When I confider I am afraid of him,” Job
xxiil, 15. This my diftrefled flate of mind
brought me down fo low, that I was almoft worn
out with trouble; ¢ The {pirit of a-.man will fof-
tain his infirmity, but a wounded fpirit who can
bear ? Prov. xviii. 14; and in fuch a weak and
feeble ftate of body, that [ was under the necef-



( 54 )

fity of baving medical affiftance. But the phy-
ficians knew: no more of my difeafe than I under-
flood-of their medicine ; fin was the malady, and
I felt its dreadful effedls; this fretting leprofy was
broke out in every part; fo that, as the prophet
fays, from the fole of the foot even to the ‘head
there is no foundnefs in it, but wounds, bruifes,
and putrifying fores; the whole head is fick,
and the. whole heart faint; and none but the
good Samaritan, which is Chrift Jefus, can bind
up thefe wounds: he is anointed * to preach the
gofpel to the poor, to heal the broken hearted,
to preach deliverance to the captives, and reco-
vering of fight to the blind, to fet at liberty them
that are bruifed,” Luke iv. 18. He alone can
heal a wounded fpirit, as it is written, “ Come,
and let us return unto the Lord, for he hath torn
and he will heal us, he hath fmitten and he will
bind us up; after two days will he revive us, and
the third day he will raife us up, and we fhall
live in his fight,” Hofea vi. 1, 2. But, as Chrift
fays, ¢ No mancan come to me except the father
which hath fent me draw him;” and fo I found
it for faith in him, as my. Saviour and redeemer,
was not then come; I could no more believe
than I could create a world; but was < kept
under the law; fhut.up unto the faith which
thould afterwards be revealed,” Gal. iii. 23;
being bound in the prifon houfe of unbelicf,
hardnefs of heart, and blindnefs of mind ; and it is
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the Lord alone that can fay to fuch prifoners,
« Go forth; and to them that are in darknefs,
fhew yourfelves.,” Faith in him fets us at liberty
from this prifon; and it is his own power that
effe@s this work of faith; ¢ This is the work of
God, that ye believe on him whom he hath fent,”
John vi. 29. It is the Holy Spirit that. muft
firft melt the heart, foften the affe&ions, work
confidence in the mind, and draw the. foul to
him, before we can come in faith and affeétion.

I was fo gloomy and dejected, that my foul was
weary of life, and my chief concern was to know
how I could be faved. I was weary and heavy
laden; weary of wotking for life, and heavy
laden with fin; and whether God would thew
mercy to one fo vile as myfelf I could not tell.
¢ Lord, if thou. wilt, thou canft make me clean.”
But I had no power in mylelf to come to him.
¢“ No man can come unto me,” faith the Saviour,
¢* except it were givén unto him of my Father,”
John vi. 65. T began to think that all was over
with me, and that 1 could not obtain mercy;
and, feeing that all was Joft, I thought it was but
of little ufe labouring for the body, as I had no
aiher profpedt before me but an eternity of
mifery ; therefore I left my bufinefs, and retired
to my room,.to fret and mourn over my wretched
fate. In this melancholy flate of mind I fat me
down in a chair, with as heavy a Joad as ever any
poor mortal laboured under. [ pitied mylelf, en-



( 56 )

vied every body, and heartily withed I had never
been born: and whilft I fat in this miferable
fiate thefe words came wpon my mind, « The
whole need not the phyfician, but they that are
fick.” Then, thought I, if this is the cafe, furely
I am one that is fick ; for I am fick of felf, fick
of the fervice of Satan, fick of fin, and fick of the
world and all that isin it: I feel my need of the
Saviour; and O that he would fhew mercy to
me ! This fcripture came alfo into my mind, ¢ 1
came not to call the righteous, but finners to re-
pentance.” Then, faid I, I am a finner indeed,
and have deftroyed myfelf; and, as Chrift came
to feek and fave the loft, I will call upon his name
once more, and confefs my faults before -him,
While doing this thefe words came fweetly into
my mind, “ Let not your heart be troubled, ye be-
lievein God, believe alfo in me,” John xiv. 1. I
felt a little relief, rofe off my knees, and fat down
to meditate upon the words. ¢ Believe alfo in
me,” kept rolling over my mind, and I was led
out to look to Chrift, as the mediator and faviour
of the loft ; I felt that hardnefs of heart and def-
perate rebellion, under -which I had laboured fo
long, in a meafnre to give way, and a hope rife
up in my foul that the Lord would, fooner or
later, have mercy upon me. I fenfibly found a
burden taken off me; and, inflead of giving all
up for loft, I felt encouragement to keep on feck-
ing him, from whom I bad deeply revolted,
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Some time after this, being ordered to the
fea, T purpofed, in my way to Brighton, to ftop
in town to hear you; but, upon my arrival, find-
ing you was gone to Lewes, I journeyed for-
ward, and thé next day arrived there, and that
very night heard you preach-from thele words,
¢ And the Lord was with Judab, and he drave
out the inhabitants of the mountains, but could
not drive out the inhabitants of the valley; be-
caufe they had chariots of iron,” Judges i. 19.
This difcourfe was much blefled to me, and did
me more good than all the medicine I had taken.
It is hope being deferred that makes the heart
fick ; but, when the defire cometh, it is a tree of
life. I was {weetly refrethed, my hope being
firengthened and my faith increafed. I had in-
deed been brought low, but the¢ Lord helped me;
and I received that hope and fatisfa&tion which I
never entirely loft fight of again; “ Whatfoever
God doeth it fhall be for.ever,” Eccl. iii. 14. I
heard you again the Sunday following-at Lewes,
and one evening in the Barn at Ringmer from thefe
words, ‘He that goeth forth and weepeth, bear-
ing precious feed, fhall doubtlefs come again with
rejoicing, bringing his theaves witkr him,” Pfalm
cxxvi. 6.  And here I got another help in the
way, and a light was thrown upon my path.
The Lord will give firength to his people;
“ They go from ftrength to firength, every one
of them in Zion appearcth before God,” Pfalm
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Ixxxiv. 7o Inmy way home I heard you feveraj
times 1n London, from which I reaped great
benefit, and returned from this journey in every
fenfe much better. The loins of my mind were
girt up, and my health was much recovered,
¢ Thou haft turned for me my mourningintodanc-
ing,” faith David, “thou baft put off my fack-
cloth, and girded me with gladnefs,” Pfalm xxx."
11." And, although I many times after this fonk
very low, and was much caft down, yet I had a
hope at the bottoin which I would not part with
for all the world; though it was feveral ‘years,
from my firft being quickened to feel my loft
ftate, before I was brought to know my intereft
in the dear redeemer. Neverthelefs, as faith the-
prophet, I was holpen with a little help, and the
everlafting arms were underneath me ; and the
Lord kept me earneftly feeking his falvation, un-
til he was pleafed to caufe me to return to my
firong hold as a prifoner of hope, and my eyes
beheld the King in his beauty. ¢ Being con-
fident of this very thing,” fays Paul, ¢ that he,
which hath begun a good work in you, will
perform it until the day of Jefus Chrift,” Philip.
1. 6.

I have frequently been fweetly refrefhed in
our meeting for prayer, and reading the (criptures
and your works; being comforted, firengthened,
and encouraged ; ¢ They that wait upon the
Lord fhall renew their firength.” And, although
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this way. of meeting together has beem, and fill
is, defpifed by many, yet I have reafon to rejoice,
having therein received much good, and at times
found him whom my foul loveth; ‘ Where two.
or three are gathered together in my name, there
am I in the midft of them,” Matt. xviil. 20. The
Lord hath condefcended to meet with us; he has
owned, honoured, and. bleffled.us with his pre-
fence, and in the midft of all oppofition has ena-
bled us to ftand faft, and to contend earneftly for
the faith. And this work and this counfel, which
I believe to be of God, all our opponents have
never been able to overthrow ; therefore they had
better defift from fuch an unholy war, ¢ left:
haply they be found even to fight againft God,”
Aéls v. 39. I embraced every opportunity:which
offered in coming to town to hearyou ; and when
you have been down in the North I have generally
attended at every place where you preached. But
to enter into particulars, by giving you an account
of each time and place where God has blefled
your miniftry to me, of ‘the many helps by the
way, and the encouragement and firength I have
received in hearing you at different times, might
appear tedious ; fuffice it therefore to fay, that T
never came up to London to hear you, nor attended

you in the country, without receiving fome good,
more of lefs; and have many times rejoiced in
hope of the glory of God. The Lord's word
does not return void, but accomplifh that. which
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is pleafing to him, and profpers in the thing
wheréto he fends it ; < He confirmeth the word
of his fervants, and performeth the counfel of his
meflengers.” Three or four times, when I came
up to London to hear you, I have been much per.
plexed, forely diftrefled, and under heavy affiic-
tions; but I never came in vain. Once, during the
time I was a married man, when no one I think
was under heavier trials than I was, which my
countenance fully proclaimed, I had a great
defire to fpeak to you, and for that purpofe went
to the veftry at Monkwell ftreet; but when I faw
you I faid nothing about my trials and affli&tions,
though you atked me what was the matter, and
the caufe of my looking foill. The truth is, they
were of fo complicated a nature, and from- fuch
an unexpe&ed quarter, that I was unwilling to
enter into the fubje&. I have often found that,
when under the heavieft trials, I have been afraid
to fpeak of them, not knowing how the matter
would end. Perceiving that I was much bowed
down, you fpake very kindly to me, though [ came
out of the veftry with a heavy heart, ready to break
with trouble. I walked about, and wept much,
having great forrow in my heart; afterwards [
went into the chapel, and you preached from
thefe ‘words, * Cut of the mouth of babes and
fucklings baft thou ordained firength, becaufe of
thine enemies, that thou mighteft ftill the enemy
aind the avenger,” Pfalm viii. 2, What I heard
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that night comforted me not a little, as you de~
fcribed the very feelings of my foul, and I was
much relieved from my burden; “ A giftin fecret
pacifieth anger, and a reward in the bofom
ftrong wrath,” Prov. xxi. 14. And, though I
was troubled on every fide, yet I could fee that I
was not forfaken of God, but my hope was
firengthened in him, that he would be with me
and {upport me; and I found him, as he hath
promifed,” a prefent help in trouble. Unto Ged
1 committed my caufe, and waited upon him,
watching his hand ; the Lord fuftained me; and,
though the trial was fharp, yet under God it
worked for my good, and has been of great ufe to
me fince. My affli®ions were ‘many, but the
Lord in his own time delivered me out of them;
it is God that avengeth me, and gitdeth me with
firength ; « therefore blefs thou the Lord, O\my
foul, and forget not all his benefits.”

The next heavy trial was the divifion that took
place in the church. After we had met together
for forne years herefy crept in amongft us. Onefi-
mus came with his airy vifions, and beguiled
many unftable fouls; this enemy fowed his tares
amongft us, and then went his 'way; but after his
departure the leaven which was communicated
continued to ferment, and it was not long before
it’s dreadful effe@s were (een, as many amongft
us gave heed to this feducing fpirit, and foon
fhewed that they were (ubverted thereby ; fo that
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we found ‘it to be as Paul fays, “ Alfo of your
own felves thall men arife, {peaking perverfe
things, to draw away difciples after them,” A@&s
xX. 30. Some withdrew, and fet up for teachers,
while others followed ‘after them. “ They went out
from us, but they were not of us, for, if théy had
been of us, they would no doubt have continued
with us; but they went out, that'they might be
made manifeft that they were not all of us,”
1 John ii. 19. Howbeit, though many were taken
with his wild and extravagant notions, yet not
all; for fome ftood faft in the truth which they
had received, and withftood him, though he
prated againft our manner of worfhip with mali-
cious words. John fays that he had no greater
joy ‘than to. hear that his children walked in
truth; and Paul faith, « Now we live if ye ftand
faft in the Lord,” 1 Theff. ii. 8. And fome were
enabled fo to do; for, by what we had already
experienced, we well knew that our way of
~ affembling together was approved of God, and
that what this deceiver brought forth was not ac-
cording to the gofpel we had teceived. -The
Lord had met with us and blefled us, therefore
we knew that we had not followed cunning de-
vifed fables. An outery was raifed againft reading
other men’s works, and preaching in general,
without making any diftinQion between right and
wrong; in fhort, every thing was found fault
with, but nothing eftablithed ; much confufion
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wrought, and the greater part knew not for what
they were come together ; for it was.utterly im-
poflible to know what was aimed at, as nothing
but wind and confufion was brought forth. But
fome, who were like the Athenians of old, always
fond of either telling or hearing fome new thing,
A&s xvil, 21, were much charimed, and were ail
alive ;. and it was amazing to fee how this firange
fire {pread itfelf amongft many ; it ferved as a fan,
by which the floor was purged : when the chaff
is'blewn away the wheat becomes more confoli-
dated together; ¢ There muft be alfo - herefies
amorg you, that they which are approved may
be made manifeft,” 1 Cor. xi. 19. There are
fome, Paul fays, which received not the love of
the truth, that they might be faved; ¢ And for
this caufe God fhall fend them firong delufions,
that they fhould believe a lie,” 2 Thefl. ii. I1.
They that cannot endure found dolrine; after
their own lufts heap to themfelves teachers;
having itching ears; ¢ And they fhall turn away
-their ears from the trutl:, and fhall be turned unto
fables,” ¢ Tim. iv. 4. Some there are, who are
ever learning and never able to come to the
knowledge of the truth; and many there be who,
when they hear, receive the word withjoy; “and
thefe have no root, which for a while believe, and
in the time of temptation fall away,” Luke viii,
13.  When men are puffed up, and become vain
in their imagination, their foolifh hearts are
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foon darkened; and, when once they get wife
above what is written, God foon makes them
fools in religion; « They have reje&ed the word
of the Lord, and what wifdom is in them?” Jer.
viii. 9. Thefe lack moifture, and therefore
wither; < Evil men and feducers fhall wax
worfe and worfe, deceiving and being deceived,”
2 Tim. 1ii. 13.  Paul fays, «“ As ye have.there-
fore received Christ Jefus the Lord, fo walk yein
him,” Colofs. ii. 6. And he exhorts us, where-
unto we have attained, to walk by the fame rule
* and mind the fame thing. When this wonder of
wonders firft appeared I begun to try his fpirit,
whether it was of God; for which purpofe [
brought what he advanced-to the teft of fcripture
and my own experience ; and 1. perceived that
what he brought forth was not agreeable either to
the fcriptures, or what God had taught me, ‘and
I believed he was an utter firanger to that power
in which the kingdom of God flands. Paul fays,
“ If any man preach any other gofpel unto you
than that ye have received, let him be accurfed,”
Gal. 1. 9; and exhorts us rot tc give heed to fe-
ducing fpirits, for by them the minds of many are
corrupted from the fimplicity that is in Chrift, in
the fame way as the ferpent beguiled Eve through
his fubtlety.  God is the author of peace, but not
of fuch confufion as this man brought forth ; he
erred, not knowing the power of God; Who-
foever tranfgreffeth, and’ abideth not in the doc-
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irine of Chrift, hath not God.” ¢ If there come
any unto you, and bring not this doétrine, re-
ceive him not into your houfe, neither bid him
God fpeed.” God has promifed his holy Spirit to
guide his children into all truth; “The anainting
which ye have received of him abideth in you, and
ye need not that any man teach you; but as the
fame. anointing teacheth you of all things, and is
truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught
you, ye thall abide in him,” 1 John ii. 27. < The
foundation of God ftandeth fure, having this feal,
the Lord knoweth them that are his.” Paul laid
the foundation as a -wife mafter builder, and
warns every man to take heed how he buildeth
thereupon; < Now, if any man build upon this
foundation, gold, filver, precious ftones, wood,
hay, ftubble.” Here are two forts of builders,
and the materials are very different : one fort the
fire will not-burn, but refine; the other will be
confumed by it. Sharp trials difcover many that
are not found in the faith, It is one thing to re-
ceive the knowledge of the truth into the natura
underftanding, in the letter of it; and it is ano-
ther to receive the love of the truth in the heart;
and, when the fiery trial comes, by which every
man’s work is to be revealed, many fall away, the
work is burnt up, and then it is made manifeft
of what fort it is, Many feem to run well for a
time, and then draw back, and become fo dege-
nerate, that there is not a fhadow of truth about
F
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them; they go from a tolerably found judgment
into Arminianifm, and fink into the worft of er.
rors ; and it is often feen that fuch are greater
enemies to the vital power of godlinefs than they
who have never made a profefion ; the fcribes
and pharifces were the worft ¢nemies to Chrift,
The preaching of the gofpel'is compared to a net
caft into the fea, which gathered of every kind ;
the fervants did as they were commanded, and
gathered together as many as they found, both
good and bad, and-the houfe was furnifhed with
guefis; but, when the king came, he difcovered
the man which had not on a wedding garment ;
while the good feed is fown by the fervants of
Chrift, the enemy fows tares, Paul fays, “ But
in a great houfe there are not only veflels of gold
and of filver, but alfo of wood and of earth; and
fome to honour, and fome to difhonour: if a
man therefore purge himfelf from thefe he fhall
be a veflel unto honour, fané&ified and meet for
the mafter’s ufe, and prepared unto every good
work,” 2 Tim. ii. 21.

It was fome time after Onefimus came and
;introduced his wild ferment before the divifion
took place ; during which time we had to con-
tend earnefily for the faith, and the contention
was extremely fharp. Before they feparated them-
felves from us I had two fingular dreams,  which
made a great impreflion upon my mind ; and,
thinking them very fignificant, 1 wrote them
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down, waiting and watching the end.—They
were as foilows: I dreamed that I was tra-
velling in fome very rugged roads, fall of bhills,
that were of an amazing height ; by the fide of the
hills there were great numbers of people, fitting
upon feats, who feemed very attentive, as if
liftening to fome one fpeaking: at a little dif-
tance off were a number of people with a great
variety of:értigles to fell, which were all wearing
apparel of different kinds; fome looked like
woollen cloth, and other pieces had the appear-
ance of linen; many of them, as I paffed on,
atked me to buy: but I found fault with their
articles; for, on examining a namber of pieces,
I could difcern a thread of woollen mixed in
them all, on which account I refufed them. All
the pieces that I Jooked at were woollen, or
mixed with it, except one, which was a piece of
fine wove filk : T examined it very minutely, and
could difcern no woollen in it ; I therefore bought
this picce, and yet paid nothing for it. I then
went on over the hills, through the midit.of a
great number of people; and, as the roads were
very bad, and many large ftones laid in the way,
it was with great difficulty 1 got along: and 1
had not gone far before I met a woman who
much admired my piece of filk, and afked me to
let her have a part of it; but I refufed, telling
her I thould want it all” for myfelf, and would
therefore part with none. She faid to me, ¢ It s
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a nice piece.” Itold her it was, and that amongg
them all there was not one like it.  She then left
me, and ! journeyed forward till I got into fome
very rough and indifferent ‘roads again, and at
laft came into a very large building, where there
was a great number of people, fome looking fat
and healthy, while others appeared thin and very
ill. AsI fiood in this place 2 man came up to
me, and faid I was wanted in a room up ftairs; in
my way there, it came into my mind that they
wanted me to contribute to fome one’s relief; fo
I put my hand into my pocket, and took out
three pieces of gold; but thought I would part
with none till I knew to whom and what for. I
then opened the door, and was greatly amazed ;
for in the middle of the room was a very large
couch, full of men that lay in a very diforderly
manner; fome were dead, and others looked very
ill, apparently at the point of death, with their
moutlis wide open, galping for breath ; and the
vifages of all were frightful to behold.  As foon
as 1 entered the room it came into my mind that
thefe men were-all profeflors of religion, who
had fwerved from their profeflion, and brought
difgrace on the truth, on which account they
were {o afiliGted, and vifited with the judgments
of God. I faw no one that fpake, but heard a
voice which talked with me. I inquired how it
was that thefe men all came together ; and was
anfwered, that they came to fee each ather, and
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that the difeafe was fuch, that, as foon as they
entered the room, it feized them immediately, {o
that they could not get out again. I felt no fear
of catching the difeafe, nor of death, nor had.I
any {ymptoms of it come upon me; but afked
what I was fent for. The fame voice anfwered
me, that I was to join with another in prayer, that
this difeafe might not fpread itfelf farther, which
appeared to be as defiructive to mankind as the
plague. I felt a good deal agitated in my mind,
and a little afterwards-kneeled down by the fide
of the couch : earneftly looking-at them.all, I
perceived that fome were quite dead; others,
whofe vifages were very long and countenance
pale, appearéd fo ghaftly, that they were
horrid to look upon; and a third fort appeared
very fickly, though the infection was not fo ftrong
upon them. Whilft I was looking at the whole T
perceived that there were fome amongft them
whom I knew ; and I difcovered feveral that at-
tended our chapel, which fo diftrefled me that [
-awoke out of my fleep.

A few nights after I had another dream, in
which I came to a very large piece of water, the
half of which was as clear as cryftal, and the other
half very thick and muddy. Thefe waters were
not at all mixed, but {eparated down the middle
as ftraight as if by line ; while I ftood looking at
the water I perceived that there were 2 number
of men in it. | then drew nearér; and in the
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part which was clean I faw feveral men fwimming,
very healthful and firong, and fome whofe bodies
were partly in the clear water and partly in the
muddy; thefe looked very fickly. Others again
were in the water that was thick and muddy; thefe
had been choaked with it, and were quite dead.
Theinference I drew from the dream was this: the
clearwater Ithought to bethe pure doétrines of the
gofpel ; the men which were healthful and ftrong I
judged to be fuch as would (and faft in the truth
received ; thofe which were partly in the clear
water and partly in the thick I concluded would
be tainted with the errors of this man, on which
account they would be fickly for a time; and
thofe dead in the muddy water I thought indi-
cated that fome would be {o caught in thefe er-
rors,. that they would quite depart, and’ prove
themfelves to be dead while they had a name to
live, Rev. iii. 1; being “men of corrupt minds,
reprobate concerning the faith,” 2 Tim. iii. 8.
I told this dream to one who met with ‘us (of
whom I had a fufpicion) and what I thought it
fignified ; that there were certainly two forts of
people in the chapel, betwixt whom there was
no union; that there were two fpirits; and that
it woold end in a divifion. To which he an-
fwered ¢ God forbid,” and feemed to be quite
fhocked. I have often thought fince of what
Elifha f{aid to Hazael when he told him of the
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evil he would do to the children of Ifrael, &c;
and of Hazael’s anfwer, “ But what, is thy fer-
vant a dog, that he fhould do this great thing ?”
2 Kings viii. 12, 13,  Yet afterwards he perpe-
trated the deed ; and this man foon after feparated
himfelf, than whom not one amongft all that went
out from us, has thewn more enmity ; nor has
any one funk deeper into error, nor {werved far-
ther from truth, than he has, When Judas had
received the fop, he went out immediately.
¢« Therefore, when he was gone out, Jefus faid,
Now isthe Son of man glorified, and God is glo-
rified in him,” John xiii. 31; and then he talked
to the difciples. I am fenfible that fince the di-
vifion we have had tenfold more of the power and
prefence of God with us than ever we had be-
fore; therefore all has worked together for good :
the hand of the Lord fhall be made known to-
wards his fervants. Mofes afked the Lord,
« Wherein fhall it be known here that I and thy
people have found grace in thy fight ? Is it not
in that thou goeft with us ? So fhall we be fepa-
rated, I and thy people, from all the people that
are upon the face of the earth,” Exod. xxxiii. 16.
It is the prefence and power of God being with
his people which makes them to differ from all
others. The goodnefs of the Lord is great to
thofe that fear him, and he knows them that put
their traft in him; he hides them in the fecret
of his prefence, and keéps them fafely in a2
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pavilion from the firife of tongues, Plalm. xxx;.
20. The {cripture {ays, the man that wandereth
out of the way of underftanding fhall remain in
the congregation of the dead, Prov. xxi. 16; this
is to the prefent verified in all that went out from
us; for, although they have changed their opi-
nions more than once, yet I know -of no one
among them that is not far enough off from
truth; ¢ They hold faft deceit, they refufe to re-
turn,” Jer. viii. 5. And how awful is the flate
of every man who departs from the faith ? « He
feedeth on athes, a deceived heart hath turned
him afide, that he cannot deliver his foul, nor fay,
is there not a lie in my right hand ?” Ifa. xliv. 20.

After a few years of profperity, it pleafed
God that I fhould be exercifed with a long and
fore day of adverfity, during which time I have
had many things to confider of, and my affliGions
have been many; neverthelefs, the Lord has faf-
tained me in every time of trouble ; and, although
I bave been much caft down, yet not defiroyed;
though, like Hezekiah, I many times have faid,
% I fhall not fee the Lord, even the Lord in the
land of the living ;” and, like him, «I reckoned
till morning, that, as a lion, fo will he break all
my bones, from day even to night wilt thou
make an end of me,” Ifa. xxxviii. 13, - When
this fiery trial firft began I was like a bullock
unaccuftomed to the yoke, and Satan was per-
mitted to fiir up 3ll that was within, which is the
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worft of all; and very obftinate, froward, per-
verfe, and rebellious I was ; but I found it as the
wife man faith, * He that hath a froward heart
findeth no good,” Prov. xvii. 20. And, as long
as the fool’s lips enter into contention, firoke
upon firoke muft come, for unto the froward
God will thew himfelf froward. It is by hard
labour that the heart is brought down; and,
when the heart is humbled, and the punifhment
of our fins is accepted, then the Lord appears
propitious to us 1 his covenant. It appears that
Hezekiah was lifted up, and then « God left him
to try him, that he might know all that was in
his heart,” 2 Chron. xxxii. 1. Aund, had I never
been tried in the way I bave, I never thould have
been acquainted with the evil of the heart as [
now am. When it pleafed God to try Job
feverely, by taking away all his fubftance, he re-
ceived this with great fubmiffion; ¢ the Lord
gave, and the Lord hath taken away, blefied be
the name of the Lord.” But it is faid that after
this ]ob opened his mouth, and curfed his day;
when Satan ftirred up what was within, Job then
fhewed what was in the heart; I have long la-
boured under a train of heavy trials; and thofe
that I have had outwardly have oftentimes pro-
duced great fear within, as all things feemed to
make againft me, and I was troubled on every
fide; look which way T would, the profpect was
gleomy. And I have many times been brought
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into fuch 4 firait, that it appeared impoffible |
could efcape; and, like Jehothaphat, I have been
at my wit’s end. But the Lord never left me in
a trying hour; for, when every other refuge
failed; he always appeared in my behalf, and
wrought deliverance in fuch a way and manneras
Inever could expe&®. I have been brought low,
but the Lord has helped me; underneath have
been the everlafting arms, and firength has been
given equal to my day: the Lord is wonderful in
counfel, and excellent in working ; he bath never
left nor forfaken me; and, though often faint,
be has always kept me purfuing: I have fre-
-quently been ready to give all up; which I cer-
tainly thould, and have turned back in the day of.
battle, had not the Lord firengthened me, and
kept me by his almighty power. <« Being con-
fident of this very thing, that he which hath be-
gun a-goad work in you will perform it until the
day of Jefus Chrift,” Phil. i. 6.

You was once in the country when I was
under very trying circumftances, and I heard you
feveral times; many things which you then
brought forth were very fuitable to me, partica-
larly a difcourfe you preached from Prov. viii.
20; “Ilead in the way of righteoufnefs, in the
midf of the paths of judgment, that I may caufe
thofe that love me to inherit fubflance; and I
will fill their treafure.” The word was attended
with power, and much bleffed to me; for I re-
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ceived encouragement, ftrength, infirudtion,
counfel, and comfort. My hope was revived,
and my way caft up; for in treating of the way
of righteoufnefs, and the paths of judgment, you
exadlly defcribed the feelings of my heart, and I
found myfelf a good deal relieved from that
anxiety and diftrefs which then lay heavy upon
me. The hand of God feemed to be gone
out againft me, as it went out againft Naomi;
and I laboured under great bondage, darknefs,
and fear; my foul being bowed down with
affliGion, fo that I was ¢ far off from peace; I
forgat profperity,” Lam, 1ii. 17. My grief was
great, and my life bitter, and I faid, with Jere-
miah, ¢ Surely againft me is he turned; he
turneth his hand againft me all the day,” Lam. iii.
3. And I was in fuoch confufion that I could not
make what I experienced accord with the fcrip-
ture, as many things feemed to clath, and Provi-
“dénce run counter to the promife; but I have
fince perceived that the Lord hath led me in a
right way, and that ¢ all the words of his mouth
are in righteoufnefs; thers is nothing froward or
perverfe in them ; they are all plain to him that
underftandeth, and right to them that find know-
ledge,” Prov. viii. 8, 9. The firff time Mr.
‘Brook was down in this part of the country, I
remember hearing him from Deut. xxxii. 10, 11,
12.—¢ He found him in a defert land, and in the
wafte-howling wildernefs; he led him about, he
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infiru@ed him, he kept him as the apple of hig
eye. As an eagle ftirreth up her neft, fluttereth
over her young, f{preadeth abroad her wings,
taketh them, beareth them on her wings, fo the
Lord alone did lead him, and there was no ftrange.
God with him.” His difcourfe I heard with
great fatisfaction, and what he brought forth from
the {eripture was fuitable and profitable to me;
for as he went on I could fee the way ‘in which
the Lord had been leading me to humble me,
and to prove me ; and I hoped that God would
fooner or later appear, and make darknefs light
before me, rough places plain, and crooked things
firaight. I felt my heart a little moved in gra-
titude to God that he had helped me thus far,
and had hitherto fupported me under all my
troubles, and had kept me as the apple of his
eye; < All his faints are in his bund, there is the
hiding of his power.” The Lord waters his vine-
yard every moment, and keeps it night and.day.
Euf to return; I had one continued {ucceflion of
trials, troubles, and difappointments; io that I
was frequently much cut up, and my foul dif-
couraged becaufe of ¢he way, fearing that in this
time of temptation I fhould wither for lack of
moifture, and fo fall away. But, blefled be the
Lord, it was not fo; he kept me by his power,
and enabled me to feel after him, and with pur-
pofe of heart to cleave unto the Lord; ¢ But ye
that did cleave unto the Lord your God are alive,
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every one of you, this day,” Deut. iv. 4. All
fulpe(s is in the Saviour: he is our life; and the
feed of Jacob never fought his face in vain. He
communicates grace and firength equal to the
day ; “ He giveth more grace,” and has promifed
to him that hath more fhall be given; he
ftrengthens the things that remain, which, ac-
cording to our apprehenfion, are ready to die,
and fupplies, as we go on, all our wants out of
the riches of his grace. “ I am come,” faith the
Savieur, “that they might have life, and that
they might have it more abundantly,” John x. 10.
« Without me,” fays he, * ye can do nothing;”
and counfels us to abide in him, promifing,  [f
ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye
thall atk what ye will, and it thall be done unto
you,%. John xv. 17. And1 blefs his name for
ever that he hath fuftained me under every trial,
and enabled me to wrefile with him in prayer,
and prevail too, not fuffering me to give him any
veft till his righteoufnefs went forth as brightnefs,
and his falvation as a lamp that burneth : there-
fore I may fay, with David, « 1 fought the Lord,
and he heard me, and delivered me out of all my
fears,” Pfalm xxxiv. 4.

When I came to Grantham to hear you in
the year 1807, I was bowed down with trouble,
till my {pirit funk within me, and, as Paul fays,
I feemed prefled out of meafure, above firength;
and my countenance proclaimed to all who faw
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me the difconfolate and diftrefled fiate of my
mind ; what I fuffered I can never exprefs; I
felt as if the time was juft at band when all would
be over with me, and that fomething would take
place; to make manifeft to all the awful ftate I
was in. I thought that no one feemed to care
for me, which added abundantly to my grief;”
« I looked on my right hand and beheld, but
there was no one that would know me; refuge
failed me; no man cared for my foul,” Pfalm
cxlii. 4. In this flate I went to the chapel on
Sunday morning, and you preached from Habak-
kak iii. 2. ¢ O Lord, I have heard thy {peech,
and was afraid; O Lord, revive thy work in the
midft of the years; in the midft of the years
make known ; in wrzth remember mercy.” While
you were fpeaking I found a very great change in
my feelings, and was very comfortablc; the
Lord’s prefence -7as with me, and I had fome
little brokennefs of heart before him; but this
was only the begiuning of that which was after-
wards to follow, for there were yet greater things
in fiore for me. ¢ Afk, ard ye fhall receive,”
faith the Saviour, “that your joy may be full,”
Johnxvi. 44. Before I!+f: Grantbam, on relating
to you a fuw of the trials | had gene thiough, I
remember that what you faid to me was very en-
couraging, and your laft words were, ¢ When
fubmiffion to the will of Ged takes place, I have
no doubt he will appear for you,” When I left
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you to return home my heart was ready to break
with a mixture of grief and joy. I had no ex-
peftations of hearing you again the following
week ; but God’s thoughts are not as ours, nei-
ther are his ways our ways ; wherever he intends
to do his people good, fomething muft occur to
bring them there, as nothing can hinder his pur-
pofe; « Ged will work, and who fhall let it?”
Ifa. xlii. 13. A way was opened for me to
go to Newark, which I gladly embraced; and on
the following Sunday morning I found my mind.
more ferene, calm, and quiet, than it had been
for fome time; and in prayer I found nearnefs
of accefs to the Lord, and a little enlargement: I
was led out in great earnefinefs that the Lord
would be with me to blefs and comfort me; and
I felt a confidence {pring up in my mind, and a
perfuafion in my heart, that God had heard, and
would anfwer the petition that I kad put up to
him, to blefs your minifiry to me that day.
¢« Now faith is the fubftance of things hoped for,
and the evidence of things not feen,” Heb. xi. 1.
And blefled, for ever bleffed, be the Lord, he
condefcended to fulfil all my petitions, and at-
tended his word with power to my heart, while
you was fpeaking from Ifai, xxxv. 8, 4—
¢ Strengthen ye the weak hands, and confirm
the feeble knees; fay to'them that are of a fear-
ful heart, Be firong, fear not; behold, your God
will come with vengeance, even God with a re-
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compence, he will come and fave you.” I may
fay with the Pfalmift, « Now know I that the
Lord faveth his anointed ; he will hear him from
his holy heaven, with the faving firength. of his
right hand,” Pfalm xx. 6. He firengthened me
out of Zion ; but what I felt I fhall never be able
fully to exprefs; the God of hope filled me with
all joy and peace in believing, that I might
¢ abound in hope, through the power of the Holy
Ghoft,” Rom. xv. 13. While your do&rine
dropped as the rain, and your {peech diftilled as
the dew upon my foul; my beloved was come,
and his reward was with him, and his work be-
fore him ; the holy Spirit teftified of him, and
took of the things which were Chrift’s, and
thewed them plainly unto me. And I felt in my
foul fuch quietnefs, compofure, tranquillity, and
fubmiffion to the will of God, and fuch broken-
nefs of heart and contrition of fpirit, together
with fuch unétion, power, reft, and peace, as I
am not able to fpeak of; but I found that
¢ Godly forrow that worketh repentance to falva-
tion, not to be repented of,” 2 Cor. vii. 10. All
my bondage, darknefs, and fear, were gone; and
I rejoiced in God, as the portion of my foul,
who had reconciled me to himfelf by Jefus
Chrift; ¢ For your fhame ye fhall have double,
and for confufion they fhall rejoice in their por-
tion, Hai. Ixi. 7. All that I had fuffered before
was not worthy to be compared with that glory
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which was now revealed; ¢¢ Arife, fhine, for thy
light is come, and the glory of the Lord is rifen
upon thee,” Ifa. Ix. 1. The Lord was the health
of my countenance, he anointed my head with
oil, and my cup ran over; my foul delighted it-
felf in the Lord; and, as I faid then, fo fay I
now again, I would not take all the world for
what I then enjoyed, and what T have many times
experienced fince; it is that which makes all
things in this life fink into nothing. The price
of wifdom is far above rubies, and in Chrift we
have all things richly to enjoy ; ¢ The meek fhall
inherit the earth, and delight themfelves in the
abundance of peace,” Pfalm xxxvii, 11; as it is
written, ¢ The work of righteoufnefs fhall be
peace, and the effe@ of righteoufnefs quietnefs
and affurance for ever,” lfa. xxxii. 17. I fat
down under his thadow with great delight, and
his fruit was fweet to my tafie.” <My fruit,”
faith he, ¢ is better than gold, yea than fine
gold, and my revenue than choice filver,” Prov.
viii. 19. It is by the blood of the covenant God
fends forth his prifoners out of the pit, wherein
is no water, caufing them to return to their firong
hold, Jefus Chrift, as prifoners of hope. ‘The
atonement being applied {peaks pardoen, peace,
and reconciliation with God; whereby the con-
fcience is purged from fin and dead works, truth
makes us free, and the Spirit bears witnefs to
eur adoption, 'works faith in the heart, proclaimps
G
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our emlargement, and cries, Abba, Father. ¢ Be,
caufe ye are fons, God hath fent forth the Spiri’t
of ‘his Son into your hearts, crying . bba, Father,”
Gal, iv. 6. - Qur confcience beareth us witnefs in
the Holy Ghoft; and, * being juftified by faith,
we have peace with God,” Rom. v. 1. The foul
feels the blefled effet of this union ; I inthem,
and thou in me; that they may be made perfe&t
inone, and that the world mayknow that thou hatt
fent me, and haft loved them as thou haft loved
me,” John xvii. 23; and, being made an heir
of God and joint-heirwith Chrift, I was enabled
to approach him without wrath or doubting, per-
fc& love having caft out fear and torment. This
makes his fervice perfect freedom, and enables us
to. worfhip God in newnefs of the fpirit, and to
walk-in newnefs of life. ¢ At that day 'ye fhall
know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and
Y in you,” John xiv. 20. Well might Paul call it
a peace which pafleth all anderftanding, and an
everlafting confolation; for, while the foul feels
this blefled earneft of its future inheritance, we
are loft in wonder, looking forward to that feli-
eity which will be enjoyed beyond this life, when

we Thall be filled with all the fulnefs of God.
John, feehng the love which God hath to us,
feems to want language to exprefs it, and there-
fore fays, Behold, what manner of love the Fa-
ther hath beftowed upon us, that we fhould be
called . the fons of God; therefore the world
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knoweth us not, becaufe it knew him not. “ Be-
loved, now are we the fons of God ; and it doth
not yet appear what we fhall be; but we know
that when he fhall appear, we fhall be like him,
for we fhall fee him as he is,” 1 John iii. 1, 8.
The Lord Jefus Chrift made to me a feaft of fat
‘things, and of wines on the lees; and I drank
and forgot my poverty, and remembered my
mifery no mare, It wasa ddy of releafe; and I,
-who had long been bowed down, labouring un-
der heavy afflitions and fore trials, and had
feared every day becaufe of the fury of the op-
preflor, was bidden to go free; and I could then
in my heart blefs the Almighty for all the trials I
had endured. It was one of the days of the Son
of man ; and how delightful it 1s ta fit at his feet
and receive fuch blefled pertions as thefe ! My
heart, like David's, was fixed,. trufting in God,
while his lovingkindnefs and tender mercy, made
known to me in a dear Redeemer, melted my foul
in gratitude and thankfulnefs before him. Nay,
{o abundant was the revelation, that I well re-
member that at times, whilft I fat, I hardly knew
where I was. I have frequently thought of
Paul’s words, © whether in the body or’out of
the body I cannot tell, God knowetb; of fuch
an one will T glory, though of myfelf I will not
glory, but in mine infirmities ;” this experience
is a bleffed reality, which no bond fervant ever
knew. ‘< The fervant knoweth not what his
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Lord doeth;” “The world feeth me no more,
but ye fee me; betaufe I live, ye thall live alfo,”
John xiv. 19. This fecret is with the righteoﬁs,
and it is thofe that lbve him whom he caufes to
inherit fubffance; who with the heart believe
unto. righteoufnefs, and with the mouth make
confeflion unto falvation. ¢ Drop down, ye
heavens, from above, and let the fkies pour down
righteoufnefs; Iet the esrth open, and let them
bring forth falvation, and let righteoufnefs {pring
up together; I the Lord, have created it,” Ifa.
xlv. 8, The kingdom flands in power, and
not in word; it is in righteoufnefs, joy, and
peace. < He that believeth on the Son of God
hath the witnefs in bimfelf,” 1 John v, 13. “ And
we know that the Son of God is come, and hath
given u$ an underflanding, that we may know
him that is true; and we are in him that is troe,
even in his Son Jefus Chrift: this is the true
God and eternal life,” 1 John v. 20. Paul fays
that « No man knoweth the things of God but
the Spirit of God ;" and the Saviour promifes that
he fhall teach us all things; ‘It is the Spirit that
fearcheth all things, yea the deep things of God,”
« He fhall glorify me,” fays Chrift, * for he fhall
receive of mine, and fhall fhew it unto you;”
and this he does by revealing unto us his fulnefs
and all-fufficiency, and his fuitablenefs as the
Saviour of the loft, by leading our fouls to l)im;
and revealing and making him known to us in
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all his covenant characters, and in all his under.
takings in our behalf; ¢ who of God is made
unto us wifdom, righteoufnefs, fan&ification,
and redemption,” that Chrift fhould be all in
all; he teftifies of him, applies the benefits of
his death, and gives us to feel our intereft in hig
blood and righteoufnefs. His blood cleanfeth
from all fin, and in his righteoufnefs we ftand
complete before God. Thefe I believe are fome
of the things which accompany falvation, and
‘God has faid that ¢ the path of the juft is as the-
thining Jight, which fhineth more and more unto
perfe& day,” Prov. iv. 18. And I blefs the Lord
“that I find, as I go on, an increafe of thefe things;
freth grace, light, and life, are communicated out
of Chrift’s fulnefs; and ther€ is a growing up
into him in all things; as it is written, * Grow
in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and
Saviour Jefus Chrift.” Paul knew in whom he
had believed, and John fays, ¢ That which we
have {een and heard declare we unto you, that
ye alfo may have fellowfhip with us; and truly
our fellowfhip is with the Father, and with his
Son Jefus Chrift,” 1 Johni. 3. And in what I
have now written I may fay with David, ] have
{poken of the things which 1 have made touching
the King ;” I am fiill exercifed with many trials,
and experience much tribulation; bat this, faith
our Lord, ye fhall have. Neverthelefs, in him [
have peace;. and, though my trials are as heavy
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as ever they were, I find this differenee—they do
not caft me down as they did in times paft; - and
thongh at times much perplexed, T am not in
defpair, for hope is' as “ an anchor of the foul,
both fure and ftedfaft, which entereth into that
which 1s within the veil, whither the forerunner
is for us entered, even Jefus,” Heb. vi. 20. And
1 find throughout, that, after having foffered
awhile, God is pleafed to ftrengthen, eftablifh,
and fettle me, more and mote;” “ Wifdom and
knowledge fhall be the Rability of thy times, and
‘ftrength of falvation; the fear of the Lord is
his treafure,” Ifa. xxxiil. 6. ‘A daily crofs coun-
terbalances the {pirit of this world; ¢ Every
branch that beareth fruit he purgeth it, that it
may- bring forth more fruit,”” John xv. 2. “The
Lord's fire is in Zion, and his furnace in Jeru-
falem,” Ifa. xxxi. 9. Much furnace work caufes
felf-examination, and a fearching of things to the
bottom ; ¢ He fhall fit as a refiner and purifier
of filver, and he fhall purify the fons of Levi, and
purge them as gold and filver, that they may
offer unto the Lord an offering in righteou(nefs,”
Mala. iii. 3. Paul fays, < the fire thall try every
man’s work, of what fort it is;” 1 Cor. 1. 13.
And I find as T go on, that, although po chaften-
ing for the prefent is joyous, but grievous, yet it
has been profitable unto me, and afterwards has
yielded the peaceable fruit of righteoufnefs; and,
though-I have had fharp work of it at times, and
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have felt much fear in time of trial, not knowing
how the matter would end, yet ¢ having thete
fore obtained help of God, I continue to this
day,” A&s xxv. 22 ; and am kept by his power ;
though fometimes I am .in great heavinefs,
through manifold temptations, ftill all works to-
gether for good; “ O Lord, by thefe things men
live, and in all thefe things is thé life of my fpi-
rit; fo wilt thou recover me, and caufe me to
live,” Ifa. xxxviii. 16. .
I have lately had a:good deal of furnace
work, being fharply tried with many fevere
afftictions, which I think the Lord fhewed to me
beforehand, in a dream I had fometime ago,
which I fhould not have inferted here, but that
whilft writing it has occurred frefh to my remem-
brance, and immediately thefe two feriptures
came upon my mind, “ He that hath a dream.
let him tell a dream,” Jer. xxiii. 28. < For God
{peaketh once, yea twice, yet man perceiveth it
not; in a dream, in a vifion of the night, when
deep fleep falleth upon men, in flumbering upon-
the bed, then he openeth the ears of men, and
fealeth their inftru®ion,” Jaob xxxiii. 14, 15, 16.
In the night of June the 10th, 1809. Idreamed
that I was in the greateft trouble, perplexity, and
diftre(s, weighed down with grief, and my burden
appeared more than I could bear; .I was fo
opprefled that I laid myfelf down, and fo-weary
that I was unable to get on; (what I laid upoen
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feemed like a large couch.) While I was in this
ftaté 2 man came to me, and withed me to fing
a hymn; I told him I was fo diftreffed that I
could not fing; but he prefled me fo much, that
locking at him, [ faid, if 1 fing a hymn, it muft
be thig—

¢« Much we talk of Jesu's blood,
But how little’s understood !
Of his suffering so intense
Angels have no perfect sense.
Who can rightly comprehend
Fheir beginnirg or their end ?
*Tis to God, and God alone,
That their weight is fully known.”

I could fing no more than this verf¢, my mind
was fo led out in contemplating the {ufferings of
Chrift in the garden; and I felt fuch a fympathy
with him in his fufferings for mre, that I wept,
and was quite overcome. After this I walked
along fome very beautiful fields, in fweet con-
verfation with fome one, though I know not whoj
but I was very happy. Soon after this I met
with a particular friend, and began to tell him
what T had pafled through. Admiring the beauti-
ful fituation we were in, we talked very freely to
each other. On looking forward I faw, at a dif-
tance from me, a large building, in a low valley,
having the appearance of an old abbey. While
dire@ing my friend where to look for it, I calt
my eyes ftill farther, and faw a man walking
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along, on which I remarked, that that perfon looks
like one who formerly attended at our chapel.
He feemed to be very happy, quite full of com-
fott, and much elevated in his fpirits; his coun-
tenance was rather pale, and his eyes looked ex-
tremely fierce; I therefore kept my eye fixed
ftedfaftly upon him, watching his geftures and
Jooks. As he approached the building a woman
came and ficod in the door place, and entreated
him to go in, faying the had prepared a repaft:
He went in, and we faw him no more. She then
looked at us, but we both turned away. After
this there was brought to me a young girl drefled
<ih long white robes, and the perfon who brought
Her began to extol her much, and feemed greatly
to admire the finery fhe had about her, withing
me to notice it; but I was quite difgufled at her
appearance, and fpoke moft vehemently againft
her clothing. I then went on, and came to a
place which had the appearance of a barn floor,
and by the fide of it was a wall built, white-
wathed over with lime. A man flood at the end
of the wall, recommending the-wall and floor to
my notice : I looked at them for a confiderable
time, and then told him that the floor was laid
very fmooth, but 1t was of no ufe, nor wounld the
workmanfhip do. Seeing a man walking down
the middle of it, I faid to him, ¢ you had better
not venture there; for, though the floor looks
found, there is dapger: and, if you fall through,
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underneath I fee a deep pit, which if you get in,
it will be a wonder if ever you come out again ;
you never can unlefs fome one help you; for yod
cannot get your{elf out.” I then faid to the man
by the wall, ¢your wall is not upright, and
reached a plummet that lay by me to meafure it..
Putting the line to it fhewed that the wall was
not upright; wherefore I faid to the man,  your
work will not do;’ on which he turned pale, and.
went from me in a rage; when the wall fell down;
and immediately another man appeared before
me with a piece of machinery upon the floor,
and a finile on his countenance, entreating me to
loek at that (the man I had -warned upon the
floor ftood by;) I looked at it, and faid to the
man, ¢ I am no mechanic, therefore it will never
do for me to argue about machinery; but this
will not anfwer the end for which it is defigned.’
I then faw in the infide a pair of grindftones,
which lay very much afide, on which account I
told him it could net be properly worked, and
what was put in 1t would not be ,fuﬁ'iciently-
ground; it muft therefore be ufelefs. While bear-
ing my tefiimony againft this work, there came a
man up to me, who told me that I muft leave
them, and go and do bufinefs at a large furnace,
which was a little difflance from me. Giving me
fomething he had in his hand to carry into the.
middle of it, I fet off; but, there being much: fire.
in the road, 1 turned back to go another way,.
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left I thould be burnt; and here I was worfe off
ftill, as liquid fire ran in every dire&ion, which
made me ftand ftill, to fee which way I could
get. Onb looking a little to my right hand, I faw
here and there a place free from fire, though but
juft room enough for me to pafs. I then fet off,
and got to the place where I was direéted without
being burnt. When 1 came out of the furnace I
feemed to have fomething to difpofe of; and, as
{ome very poor-looking people ftood at a diftance,
I went and offered what I had. to them: but
moft of them turned away, and rejeted what [
faid ; at which I was furprifed, and told them
that what I had to offer was much cheaper and
better than the man’s who had the machine.
Paffing on, I came to fome rifing ground, where
I faw a few more people, very ragged and poor.
To them I likewife offered what I had, and after
a‘time they took fome of me; for which however
I received nothing, but walked about till I came
upon a very high eminence, and was much
diffatisfied that fo many rejected what I offered
them. From this fpot I looked down, and per-
ceived that the fea was by the fide of the rock,
and in the fea I faw fomething with a pair of
wheels, and behind it a fmall boat, in which was
a man; the wheels turned round with the great-
eft velocity, and it went through the fea as fwift
as the wind, and prefently came to the place
where I ftood, and then rofe up out of the water,
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In 2 inoment I was forced into it, and down jt
went again ; at firft I was feized with great fear,
thinking I was fure to be drowned ; but before [
got to the water I faw a place for me to hold by,
on which I laid faft hold, and my fears abated.
As foon as I reached the water it went off as faft
as I faw it before, and through the fea I went,
hoping to get out on the oppofite fide: but no!
it turned with me back again; and, when I had
gone an immenfe way in the water, I came to the
largeft wheat ftack 1 ever fa\v;_ which ftood upon
pillars. _I begged fo earneflly to flay by this
ftack of corn, and not to go any farther, that it
waked me out of my fleep in great agitation, and
in a few minutes after this feripture came upon
my mind, ¢ When thou paffeft through the
waters I will be with thee, and through the rivers,
they fhall not overflow thee; when thou walkeft
through the fire, thou fhalt not be burned, nei-
ther fhall the flame kindle upon thee,” Ifa. xliii. 2,
Which kind promife has hitherto been fulfilled,
for God hath been with -me and fupported me
through all my affli¢tions, and he hath faid, * I
will ‘never leave thee, nor forfake thee,” Heb.
xiil. 5. So that we may boldly fay the Lord is
our helper; ¢ Blefled is the man that endureth
temptation, when he is tried he fhall receive the
crown of life,” Jam.i. 12. Grace and firength
have hitherto been equal to my day, and all has
worked together for my good ; ¢ The Lord is the
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portion of mine inheritance, and of my cup;
thou maintaineft my lot,” Pfalm xvi. 5. After
Abraham had patiently endured he obtained the
promife, Heb. vi. 15, The Lord will not forfake
his peaple, nor does he willingly grieve nor affi&
his children ; but, as every man’s work isto be re-
vealed by fire, faith (iike gold) muf be tried; and
Peter informs us what this furnace is intended
for, ¢ That the trial of your faith, being much
more precious than of gold that peritheth, though.
it be tried with fire, might be found unto praife,
and honour, and glory, at the appearing of Jefus
Chrift,” 1 Peter 1. 7. The Lord watcheth over
bis people for good, and he is righ unto all that
fear him; he keeps them night and day: and
may the Lord enable me to fiand faft, to fight
the good fight of faith, and to finith my courfe
with joy; he is able to keep that we commit
unto him againft that day, and has promifed to
bring all his ranfomed people to Zion; * Happy
gre the people that are in-fuch a cafe, yea blefled
are the people whele God is the Lord.”

Before I began to write this narrative I was
quite at a lofs to know how to proceed, and as if
I knew not where to begin, nor what to fay;
when this fcripture came upon my mind, ¢ But
the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghoft, whom.
the Father will fend in my name, he fhall teach
you all things, and bring all things to your re-.
membrance whatfoever I have faid unto you,”
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John xiv. 6. And as I went on things came
freh to my mind; which when I bad time T
wrote down, and the promife was fulfilled, ¢ He
fhall bring all things to your remembrance what-
foever I have faid unto you.” Formerly when I
was under heavy and grievous trials, I uled to
ook at them as c’oming in anger and in a vin-
di@ive way, which funk me very low : but now,
blefled be God, I am enabléd to yiew them differ-
ently; “Thou fhalt alfo confider in thine heart
that, as a man chafteneth his fon, o the Lord thy
God chafteneth thee,” Dent. viii. 5. = And I be-
lieve the intention of the Moft High, in all the
fufferings that I have had to this day, has been
to humble me, to prove me, and to do me good
in my latter -end; “all that I love,” faith the
Lord, I rebuke and chaflen.” God will vifit fin
with the rod; but he hath- promifed, faying,
* My lovingkindnefs will I not utterly take from
him, nor fuffer my faithfulnefs to fail; my cove-
nant will 1 not break, nor alter the thing that is
gone out of my lips,” Plalm Ixxxix. 33, 34.

I blefs the Lord, and rejoice in my heart to
hear of your fuccefs in bringing fouls to.Chrift
Jefus, the only friend of loft, belplefs finners.
« He that is our God is the God of falvation.”
God Almighty be with and blefs my dear friend,
more and more, whom he hath been pleafed to
make the infirument of bringing to ‘my heart
the glad tidings of his moft blefled falvation. .
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Many 1 know have confulted to caft him down
from bis excellency ; but in this they have failed,
and bronght ruin upon their own heads: none
ever fought againﬂ God and profpered. < He
that receiveth whomfoever I fend,” faith the
Saviour, * receiveth me.”” The Lord’s hand is
made known towards his fervants, and his indig-
pation towards his enemies: the counfel of the
wicked he bringeth to nought. ¢ So let all thine
enemies perith, O Lord; but let-them that love
him be as the fun when he goeth forth in his
might,” Judges v. 31.

Moft affectionately yours,
JOSEPH CHAMBERLAIN;,
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To Mrs. BERRY, Greek Street, Soho.

DEAR FRIEND,

By particular defire T take up my pen, though
in a very unfit flate, being weak in body, and
dark, barren, and lifelefs i in foul, but hope it-will
not be fo long; for we are told. that ¢ weeping
may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the
morning.” I have been till within this laft
month kept nearer to the Lord, and have had
greater liberty with him in prayer, than I ever
had before, which makes me more fenfibly feel
my deadnefs ; but believe I fhall foon be deli-
vered from it. Hope, ere this, the Doctor is re-
covered of the illnefs you mentioned in your
laft ; not only for the good of God’s church and
people, but to expofe thofe heretics that write or
preach againft fo faithful and valuable a fervant of
the Lord as he is, of which we have had a recent
witnefs in our own family, It is by the defire
of my fifter Gardner, of Bodicott, that I now
write to inform you of the dealings of God with
her foul, thinking you might fometime or other
communicate the fame to Mr. Huntington. Had
it been in her power, the would have imme-
diately fent him thg whole account herfelf; but
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fhe fays, that words cannot exprefs the unutter-
able love fhe feels towards him. She has for many
years been a fincere fecker of the Lord Jefus
Ghrift, and almoft as long an admirer of Mr. H.
and a conftant reader of his works; and very
great eftablithment fhe has derived from them,
which the has often told me, and declared, that,
if that dear man of God (meaning Mr. H.) was
right, fo was the.

I was at Bodicott about a month before
Chriftmas, when fhe appeared in great diftrefs of
foul, and complained that her temptations were
very great, and of a different kind to any that the
had ever experienced before ; € for,” continued the,
¢I always from a child had .very high and ex-
alted thoughts of the Saviour; but now they are
fo mean, fo bafe, and {o blafphemous, as to make
my blood rankle in my veins And fhe wept
like a child; it grieved me to the very foul to:
fee her in fuch a flate.

At Chrifimas I faw her again, when fhe ap-
peared more compofed, as the temptation, though
not removed, was much weakened, from the
effe@s of a letter Mr. H. had fent to a Mr. Cort
of Leicefter, in the Second Part of ¢ The Love of
Chrift,) where he is fpeaking of the agreement
or bargain of the finner, under his firk con-
vi@tion, with the Lord, and how Chrift makes
and takes them at their word, She derived
much comfort from it, and it was the conftant

H
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language of her heart, for a long time, that this
was true ; and fhe feemed very impatient to fee
a book entitled ¢The Heavenly Workfolks;
faying fhe did not want any other entertainment
during the Chriftmas than the reading of that
bock, having a firm perfuafion in her own mind
that, if fhe could get a fight of it, the thould be
fet at liberty ; in which, blefled be God, fhe was
not difappointed. When ! vifited Banbury,
finding the book was publifhed, I took the ear-
lieft opportunity of fending it to her. On the
fabbath before 1 received your letter, I was with
her again, when fhe gave me fuch a fweet ac-
count of her deliverance as it is not in my power
to defcribe. In reading the latter part of the
book her temptations, difirefs of mind, hard
thounghts of God, and fears of death and damna-
tion, all fled, and fuch love, joy, and liberty,
flowed in as no tongue can exprefs, and fuch s,
fhe never expected to enjoy till within a few
hours of death 5 and which, though fo long ago,
ftill continue with her. She faid to me, ¢ Were I
to die this moment, I have no more doubt of my
fafe arrival in glory than if I was already there.’
I faw her again the laft Lord’s day, when fhe told
me that her joys were not fo great, but her af-
furance was ftill the fame ; though Satan fuggefis
to her that it is all a delufion, and that if Mr. H.
was to fee her he would call her a hypocrite; but,
finding this to have no effet, he tried to per-
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fuade her that the was an idolater, and that fhe
worfhipped the Doctor inftead of God : this, how-
ever, had no more weight with her than the for-
mer, as the knew from what quarter it came, and
that the penny was &ill the fame. She longs
much to fee and converfe with Mr. H. for the
fays, <It is' impoflible for him to have one natu-
ral or fpiritual child on earth that has 4 greater
affe@ion for bim than herelf. I was alfo much
benefitted in reading the fame book. Oh, my
dear friend, how highly are you favoured in fit-
ting under fo found and experimental a minifter !
I thould look upon it, next to the (alvation of my
foul, as the greateft bleffing I could enjoy.

Pleafe to give our love and refpedts to Mr,
Berry, and all friends, and accept the {ame your-
felf. ¥ hope you are all well, and that your
fifier is recovered from her late confinement. I
thould be happy to fee any of yon whenever con-
venient. '

Believe me to be
Your fincere friend,

A H.

Clattercott,
March 21st, 1810.
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"o the Rev. W. HunTIiNGTON.

Lombard Street, 3d July, 1810.
REV. AND DEAR SIR,

Ass it pleafed God to make you infirumental in
calling my departed wife to the faving knowledge
of God, and as it was her with that I fhould in-
form you of the-fiate in which fhe departed, I
hope you will excufe my troubling you with this
fhort account of her.

She remained quite ignorant and unconcerned
about the flate of her foul till the was about
twenty-two years of age, which was about thir-
teen years ago ; when, one Sunday afternoon, after
fhe had been fpending the fore part of the day
with worldly people, having been always fubjet
to ill health, and experiencing many difappoint-
ments, fhe was led to reflect on the vanity of all
‘worldly things, and found immediately her heart
going out after God, and wondered at his good-
nefs in fparing her fo long. She direétly fet out
to go to Surrey Chapel, for the found a different
influence to what fhe ever had before. The mi-
nifter, Mr. Jay, took thefe words for his text,
¢« Behold, 1 fland at the door and knock ; if any
man hear my voice, and open to me, I will come
in to him, and will fup with him, and ke wita me.”
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Thefe words ftruck her very forcibly, and fhe

wondered what it could mean, as fhe underflood
not one word of the fermon; but the fext fiill
abode with her; and from that day the found a
great deadnefs to the world, and was enabled
completely to turn her back upon it, and found
a great love to reading her Bible, and being
alone. She was very diligent in hearing preach-
ing at Surrey Chapel, and attending at the morn-~.
ing prayer-meetings ; but fpoke to nobody. She
went on thus for feveral weeks, and was quite
happy, longing to die and be with God.

A friend of hers, who formerly lived with her
in the fame family, and upon whom God had
begun his own gracious work, hearing that there
was fomething of a change in- her, advifed her to
come under your miniftry, which fhe accordingly
did; and, though that comfortable influence the
was at firft under began gradually to wear off,
yet the found a great attachment to your miniftry,
and clofely attended it, without reaping any’
vifible benefit for feven years.. But during this
time, as fhe fince informed me, fhe had much
working in her mind at times, as the could
plainly fee, and heartily believed, that there was
a reality in religion which fhe had never expe-
rienced, and often yfed to be faying, fhe hoped
fhe thonld never pretend to any thing farther
than what the felt, for fhe would fooner die in
the ftate the then was than be a hypocrite.
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About this time it pleafed God to enlighten
her mind a little into what you ufed often to be
infifting upon at that time, which was the necef-
fity of life, and that every thing fhort of that
would come to nothing. Upon this one thing
the dire&tly fet her heart; and ufed often to fay
fhe was convinced, -if the had that, every thing
elfe would follow. And now fhe began to be
exceedingly anxious to hear at every opportunity ;
but ufed to fay when fhe came home, ¢ Life is
not codine to me yet, and I begin to fear it never
will’  On Sunday evening, February 3, 1805,
fhe fet out for chapel much difcouraged, as the
was far advanced in pregnancy, and thought it
would be nearly the laft time fhe fhould be able
to go, as we lived then nearly four miles off, On
her way ' to chapel fhe began to refleft on the
ftate the was in, how Iong the had heard the
word, and what difficulties the had laboured un-
der, and was gs far from what the wanted as ever.
She then began to appeal to God, that fhe had
waited on him with a real defire to find life, and
had been difappointed; that he knew fhe could
do no more than fhe had done. She reached
chapel with great difficulty, fat down before fer-
vice began, and found a great defpair come over
her mind, and concluded, with much reluétance,
fhe would give up coming, for it wasall in vain;
life was all the wanted, and fhe found fhe could
not quicken her own foul. However, fhe thought
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within herfelf, as this would perhaps be her laft
time of hearing, the would, pay all poflible atten-
tion to the fermon.

The text you took was from A&s xvii. 26,
27. “And hath made of one blood all na-
tions of men, for to dwell on all-the face of the
earth ; and hath determined the times before ap-
pointed, and the bounds of their habitation; that
- they fhould feek”the Lord, if haply they might
feel after him, and find him, though he be not
fat from -every one of us.” She felt nothing at
the firft part of the fermon, though fhe paid
great attention, till' you began to fpeak upon
feeking the Lord, and feeling after him; and then
the began to feel a power which fhe had never
felt before. She faid that every word, to the very
end of the difcoﬁrfe,‘agreed with her feelings; fo
“that when you had done fhe fcarcely knew where
the was, being fo loft and {wallowed up with the

power fhe felt, ‘particularly when you was {peak-
ing upon feeling for God, and his being not far
from fuch. In that part you were led .to fpeak
largely upon the text which- ﬁrﬁ firuck her mind
the day fhe went to' Surrey Chapel, ¢ Behold I
ftand at the door and knock, &c.” - ¢ I knew,’
{aid fhe, ¢ I was trying- to open to bim juft as
Mr. Huntington defcribed.” She returned home,
without fpeaking to any one, in great agitation,
and defired me not to fpeak to her. ¢ Why not,’
faid I? < Dont fpeak a word,” faid fhe. I re-
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plied, ‘You have got the prize; I know you
have life.’—Dear fir, I muft here inform you
that, when my wife went out that night, I felt
much for her after the was gone, knowing how
poorly the was, and how low fhe feemed in her
mind. As foon as T could I retired in private, to
entreat the Lord to firengthen. her, and prote&t
her fafely back again; when all at once I was led
with fuch energy to beg that the word might be
made effectual to beget life in her foul, and was
{o perfuaded that it would, that I waited with the
greateft anxiety for her return, and fhould have
been much difappointed had it not been the cafe,
But blefled, for ever blefled, be the Lord, I had
a full anfwer to my prayers, and ‘much enlarge-
ment of foul that night—I fhall never forget it.

From that moment till the day of her death, it
might truly be faid of her, that fhe gave all dili-
gence to make her calling and eleétion fure. She
had immediately the Spirit of grace and fuppli-
cation poured out upon her, and I know fhe
found great nearnefs to God in private prayer.—
The word of God, which had all the while till
now been as a fealed book, began to be opened
to her; and I really could but wonder at the
progrefs fhe made, and fo do many others now,
who could fee God's good hand towards her.

I could mention many fermons which God
made a great blefling to her, but am fearful I
fhall be tedious; only I muft here obferve, that
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the book entitled * The Deftru&ion of Death,”
&c. fhe prized next to the Bible, it was fo
bleffed to her, as far as fhe could then go with it.
She was naturally of a quiet difpofition, and had
but little to fay in converfation; but was very
obfervant of the bleffed Spirit’s operations on her
.own foul; and in about eighteen months time
was brought to enjoy fo much of the love of God,
and could fpeak with fuch a favour and certainty
about it, as made feveral good people greatly to
admire God's goodnefs to her.

Her defire to hear the word was always very
great; and, though our little family was at times
a great hinderance, yet the embraced every oppor- .
tunity, both winter and fummer, and ali wea-

- thers, which 1 believe was the means of haftening
her death in the end, for fhe was feldom free
from colds,. which at laft fettled on her lungs,
and brought on 2 grédual decline, for the laft
two years. On Sunday, the 4th of March laf,
the fet out for chapel very weak, faying fhe
would try her firength once more. With great
difficulty the got up; but en her return, coming
‘down Holborn, the ftood fiill to let a coach turn
up Hatton Garden, when. a drunken man ran
with full force againft her, and beat her with
great violence under the horfes; and the wheel
is fuppofed to have paffed over her fhoulder,
which-diflocated it, and bruifed her head. She
was brought home to me in a coach. The doc-
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tor fet her fhoulder, and faid he hoped the would
foon do well ;: but, when he came to fee her the
next day, he told me not to flatter myfelf, for the
would not live long—fhe might do well with
refpeét to her hurt, but her lungs were quite
gone; which was a great blow to me.—This
Providence feemed rather flaggering to us both;;
fhe was at firfy exercifed with much fpiritual de-
fertion ; butit pleafed God, after about a month,
to vifit her again with much of his prefence, and
then fhe talked much of his goodnefs to her.
She now read ¢ The Defiruion of Death” over
again, faying, fhe could now follow Mr. Hunting-
ton to the very end of it; and that the had been
enabled to exercife every grace therein mentioned,
and had certainly found life at different times in
them all. She had not the leaft fear of death,
but often longed earneftly for it. In her illnefs
fhe once dreamed that fhe was at chapel , and faw
a fmall fhock of corn, which grew right under
your pulpit; and that it was fo ripe and brown,
it only wanted to be cut down. In relating it the
faid, ¢ I know what it means.’

She was exercifed at times with much fpiritual
defertion, which taught her how dependent fhe
was on the bleffed Spirit for every drop of confo-
lation: but fhe faid, ¢He ftill leaves his wit-
nefs, at the worft of times, to the reality of Lis
own work, and I am not at all afraid of coming
fhort at laft.”  She called me to her a little be-
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‘fore fhe died, and defired me to give her kindeft

love to you. <Tell him, faid fhe, ‘Il am a
witnefs of the truth of his do&rine, let others fay
what they may; and it will do for me to die
by’ She was continually inquiring after Mr.
Jenkins’s welfare, his letters having been very
ufeful to her at times. ‘

A little before fhe died fhe told me, one even-
ing, that fhe had had fuch a vifit from her dear
Saviour, that he had been with her all that day,
and fuch {weet familiarity fhe had enjoyéd, that
fhe could not defcribe it, and defired me to read
the Song of Solomon all over to her.

Ste found much of the path of tribulation all
through her walk, and was deeply exercifed with
the plague of the heart, and acknowledged that
fhe found corrupt nature juft as bad to the laft;
that the bad not one good work to plead, but
found herfelf to be juft fuch as the Saviour prd-
‘mifes to fave; that fhe never was fuffered to lay
a prefumptuous claim on him, nor exceed what
God had himfelf done for her, and now found
her claim fiood faft in the day of trial. She fuf-
fered much in body, and was not expeéted to live
one hour after another for the laft month. But
three days before her death the was delivered of
a child, which lived about thirty hours: from
that time fhe could fcarcely fpeak, but retained
her fenfes to the laft, and died in fweet peace on
Monday the 18th of June, in the 36th year of her
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age,; and was interred on the Saturday following,
at her own requeft, in Bunhill Fields, where a.
few that loved her met and fang a hymn ever
her.

She had a fhort interview with you about a
-year ago laft February at the veftry, when you
cordially received her. She told you then that
we lived at Lambeth; in the fame houfe with
Benjamin Thatcher.

Pray, Sir, excufe the liberty I have taken; and
may the Lord fill continue to comfort and fup-
port you,

Prays your much indebted friend

And well-wifher,

ROBERT EEDES.

THE END.

T. Bensley, Printer,. Bolt Court, Fleet Street, London.






