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Christ all and in all. Cor. 111, 11,

QUESTION.

LiMeHOUSE, MoNDAY, JUNE 21, 1824,

If the corruptions of naturc remain the same in a regene-
rated sinner, what are we to understaund by the following
scripture # ¢ And they that are Christ’s have cRUCIFIED
the flesh with the affections and lusts ?’ Gal. v. 24.

SOLUTION.

I have designedly selected this Question from many others
which have been given me, for this evening’s discussion, on
account of its following so closely, and almost connected]

the subject of last Monday ; viz. The sanctification of the
Holy Spirit.  So powerful is that indignation ag..nst sin,
and so ardent those holy aspirations of soul after the pre-
sence of Christ, in the regenerated sinner, that the vivaci-
ty of his innate viciosity, and his carnal inclinations to com-
ply with temptation, alarm, perplex, wound, grieve, and
miserably deject the hidden man of his soul! Who, on this
portion of scripture, reflectingly enquires: Asmy corrup-
tions are so lively,so powerful, and sometimes, alas! so pre-=
vailing, as to carry my thoughts from Christ, to objects that
are disgracefully unworthy of my attention, and that fill
my mind with melancholy and woe, how can the flesh, with
the affections and lusis be cruciFIED in me ? And if not,
I'have no claim to-interest in this scripture ; and then what
am I to conclude? Why, very fairly and unavoidably, I do
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not belong to Christ: for ¢¢ they that are Christ’s, have cru-
cified the flesh with the affections and lusts”” This, so
solcmnly engages thought, as to absorb the whole mind
with porplexing doubt, davk unbelief, and inconclusive
agitation, and sz/ent woe! ‘¢ The daughter of Sion sitteth
on the ground.” in the sable garb of the bitterest dejection ;
or prostrate in the dust, weighed down with every discou-
ragement, and scems to give up, for the painful moment,
all hope of a real work of grace in the soul!

It is not a time for conversation with the people of God !
for their spiritual vivacity, and precious experience of Di-
vine Blessingsseem,as they are related, but an aggravation
of the distressing cause of the dejected soul! Which si-
lently concludes: « Ah! these are, indeed, the people of
God, who have crucified the flesh ; surely, they have not
feelings like mine—These are Christ’s jewels, with whom
I'am unwor:hy to rank : they can speak to his glory, while
my mouth is stopped with ignorance, shame, and hardness
of heart! If they knew what passes within me, surely they
would not so much as sit in my company !”

¢ 1 have not crucified the flesh, with the affections, and
lusts ! O wretched man that I am ! Let us then, poor de-
rected sinner! make a scriptural examination of this cruci-
fizion of the flesh, which so concerns you : accompany me,
for a little time (for melancholy as you are, I love  your
company) while I take a walk through some of the dark
lanes, and miry roads, which are so well known to you, by
painful experience ; and then, under the divine direction,
we may arrive most joyfully at the high way, cast up for the
ransomed of the Lord : the wav of HovLiNESs, in which no
unclean thing shall walk—in which none can possibly walk,
but those whio have so crucified the flesh !

And if in our spiritual perambulations, our gracious
conductor, the Spirit of all consolation, is kindly pleased
to lead us into the garden of our Lord, the odoriferous
perfumes of his love shall so revive us, that we shall sit
and sing in the ever.green bowers of his everlasting cove-
nant, the rich bounties of our Lord, till we lose all our per-
plexing fears and doubts; for the sacrifice of IMmanvey,
and the abundance of his sin removing grace, send forth
such heavenly odors, that unbelief and the world, sink and
limipish into nothing, beneath the feet of triumphant faith !
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L shall then, FirstT, enquire after the persons who have cru-
ctfied the flesh.-—*¢ They who are Christ’s.”” And who are
they ¢

1. The people given to him by the Father.  An especial
people, graciously distinguished from all other people! an
““especial people unto the Lord our God ” Which is prove-
able by the holy triumph of Christ, at the certainty of see-
ing the travail of his soul. ‘¢ Allthat the Father hath eiv-
EN me, shall come to me.” (John vi. 27.) For whom he
demands glory ; ¢ Father, I will that they also whom thou
hast GIVEN me, be with me where | am, that they may be-
hold my glory, which thou hast given me.” (John xvii. 21.)

2. They were the desire of his eyes, and the joy of his
heart from eternmity : and conscquently became, ¢¢ the re-
quest of his lips.” ¢ Ask of me, and [ shall give thee the
heathen for thy inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the
earth for thy possession.” (Psalm ii. 8.) He requested,
and as a most felicitous result to us, the glorious gospel
reached our happy- land, where the blessings of grace,
have, and will be continued, while one elect vessel exists,
in any part of the British islands.

3. They are Christ’s own choice, ‘¢ Ye have not chosen
me,” saith the kind Redeemer to his disciples, ¢ but | have
chosen you.” (John xv. 16.) Wiich shews his equality
and wnity with the Father, who also hath chosen his people
in Christ, before the foundation of the world. (Eph. i. 4.)

4. His people by purchase, his sheep for whom he laid
down his life—¢¢ Feed the church of God, (not the world at
large) which he has purchased with his own blood.” Acts
xx. 28. ¢ Tam the good shepherd (saith he whom my soul
loveth) the good shepherd giveth his life for the SsHEEP—
and they shall never perish I”  (John x. 11, 28.)

5. They possess his Spirit, for ¢ if any man bave not
the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.” (Rom. viit. 9.)
The Blessed Comforter has given them faith, and hope,
and love, and the spirit of liberty, life, and peace: and
under his influence, they worship within the veil, and cry
Abba Father!

6. They know the virtue of his blood, the power of his
resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, by a rich
experience of his super-excellence. (Phil. iii. 10.)

7. They are Christ’s, His property, his treasure, his
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bride. And they are decidedly for Christ, and salvation
alone, by their all-adorable Jesus. They are for Christ;
and therefore unavoidably againstall error, all vain and for-
mal worship, and every thing, that would in thejleast, divest
bim of his mediatorial honors; or rob him of his eternal
glory, as the complete Saviour of his church, and the migh-
ty God!

8. They are, finally, all that can possibly be dear, pre-
cious, delightful invaluable, and inimitably beautiful in
his sight. His portion, his care, his mystical body, hisown
flesh, his crown of triumph over his enemies, and will be
his highest delight in heaven to all eternity | But here, we
must leave offi—for after all we can possibly say, though
we are now the sons of God, it doth not yet appear what we
shall be madeat his august and glorious appearance !

We come now, in answer to the question, to inspect their
conduct on earth, as it respects the great achievement ex-
pressed in the portion of scripture under consideration:—
THE CRUCIFIXION OF THE FLESH, WITH THE AFFECTIONS
AND LUSTS.

On which, I am scripturally led to remark,

1. That it is the spiritual man of the soul, who crucifies
the flesh. The flesh cannot be expected to crucify itself.
Though it has, doubtless,led to the suicide of many a poor
wretch: all the Arminian persuasions in the world, can ne-
ver bring the flesh to be so out of love with itself, as either
to oppose itsel, or crucify itself. The flesh will never
commit suicide, nor in any way destroy itself. Itis the Ao-
Iy work of the new man—the inner man—the man of the
heart—internal godliness—the perfect man—the perfect
work of God in the soul—the hidden man of the heart—
invisible to the world, and sometimes Ahiddern in the hour
of darkness, from the view of the believer himself; who
can scarcely say, whether heis a believer in Christ or not
—tis the work of this spirttual, new, inner, perfect, and
hidden man, to crucify the flesh! And this he does willing-
ly, gladly, and very easily, through Christ Jesus, who
strenghens him!

The work of grace in the heart, or the new man, is clear-
ly discerned by bis deep and unassuming humility. By
his looking unto Jesus for the subduction of sin, he hates

sin with a perfect hatred ; yet makes no pretension what-
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ever, to conquer, or even to repel it, in his own strength,
But looking unto Jesus, in whom he views all fulness of
grace, he is bol.t and courageous as a lion against the flesh,
with the aillections and lusts: because he fights not in his
own strength. but advances, “¢ in the nawe of the Lord God
of Israel!” Before whom, every enemy must finally fall !
His eyes of faith are fixed on Jesus; on his boity on the
trec; on his wounds, his sulferings, and kis strcaming
blood; till lost in wonder at the Saviour’s love, he feels
his iniquities pardoned, and his corruptions subdued. —
¢ Looking unto Jesus,” is the Christian’s best position,
and faith’s most delightful employ! The conquest, then,
over indwelling sin 1s at the foot of the cross; alone, at
the foot of the bleeding cross of Christ: and before I ad-
vance any farther in this subject, saffer me to assurc you,
for the honor and glory of our INCARNATE Gob, that what-
ever pretences may be made by workmongers, to subdue
sin by their legal assiduity and the boasted prowess of their
own arm, sin 1s never to be brought under, but by faith in
his most precious blood ! I know it, and so do you, who
are Christ’s by a gractous calling. When we were 4rmi-
nians, making eflorts against sin in our own strength, we
stumbled and fell. True, we might carry our cup up-
right in the eyes of men; and very consistently keep up
an outward reformation in morals : we might regularly at-
tend at our churches and chapels, and religiously pursueour
way, in a high and zealous profession of Christianity : but
alas! all this fell short of crucifying énward sin.  "The Lord
who had begun the good work in us, gradually opened to
our view, that the leprosy laid deep within: that the heart
was deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked '—
Then we began to cry out amain for mercy, for pardon,
for sin-subduing grace, and were dirccted of the blessed
Jesus, to the grand source whence they flow—Look unto
ME! he most affectionately said, ¢ 7 am’the way.” Turn
your eyes from self ! Behold me ! Behold me! Behold my
hands and my feet, and look into my side ! Our fiithy gar-
menis were taken away ; those detestable rags of our once
pretended fleshly sanctity, and that which we thought gain
we now esteemed dross and dung—that once supposedly
excellent righteousness of our own, so duteously wrought
out by ourselves, which we thought would gain us even



130 BIBRICAL CRITICISMS,

heaven itself—we counted loss—an hindiance to our com-
ing to Christ—for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ
Jesus our Lord : we then becae sinners, willing to be sa-
ved by cract ; and ever since, God has graciously kept
us sinners, more than ever dependcnt on GRACE, in our own
estimation ; yet rejoicing in Christ, and magnilying his
name, whose grAck is sufficient for us! Grace, free grace
is all our dependence; grace, free, electing, d'stinguishing
aracein thg bleeding Savior, keeps us from despair; makes
us willingly and affectionately obey our God ; renders sin
daily more hateful, and strengthens our confidence in the
absolate and unconditional promises of our God! We have
not a twig to bang upon for support, nor an atom of hope
out of the abounding grace of God, in Christ Jesus our
Lord. Grace, free grace, is our boast, our glory, and our
trust now, and will form our rapturous theme, when we
Join the everlasting song above! In the strength of this
actuating grace, we crucify the flesh ; the corruptions of
our exceedingly sinful nature.  Aund let it be particularly
obscrved, in answer to the question, that this crucIFIxion
does not imply,

1. An eradication of sin: ¢ If we (saith John) sy that
we have no sin, we decetve ourselves, and the truthis not in
us.” (Johni.8.) WE, who are believers in Christ! Job
penitently confesses, ¢ Behold I am vile I (Job xI. 4)
and ““abhors himself” (Job xlii. 6.) Isaiah says, ¢ Jam a
man of unclean lips.” (Isaiah vi. 5.) Pail groansunder
a body of sin and death, exclaiming, ‘¢ O wretched man
that lam.” (Rom. vii. 24.) Yet these were Aoly mea of
God, taught to know their nature’s malady, that they might
seek the remedy provided for them—taught to know their
sinfulness, that they might bave no confidence in the flesh,
but fly tor refuge to Jesus, the glorious hope set before them.
The flesh then, is not eruadicated by the believer, but cruci-
Jied.  Letus keep to the word crRUCIF.ED, as used by the
apostle, and it will considerably assist us in the elucidation
of the passage.

2. Neither does it imply, that we by our own activity,
can liberate and save ourselves from its dominion; that we
can subdue it by an adherence to the law of ten commands ;
for the apostle renders a directly opposite reason, why we are
not under its domination ; he attributes our liberation from
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its tyrannic sway,entirely to another,and infinitely more glo-
rious cause. *“ Sinshall not have dominion over you,” saith
he; Why? Beeause you are uuder the law ? No: but be-
cause you are NOT UNDER THE LAW, but UNDER GRACE!

Strongly expressing this undeniabie fact—that as many
as are under it—or who are of the works of the law—are
not only under the curse; but after all their zeal for legal
works, are slaves to sin : and that none but those who are
under grace, in contradistinction to the law, are freed from
sin’s dominion. Who are, by that admirable miracle, re-
generation, brought under the gracious government of
Curisr, to serve HIM in newness of Spirit—who ave so
under grace, as to love it, delight in it, and to contend for
its freeness,sovereignty and discrimination—Who will not
““ turn the grace of God into licentiousness,” or, in other
words, say that it leads to Zicentiousness; but will bear tes-
timony, that grace alone gives the sinner an hearty dctes.
tation to the flesh, and that grace alone, produces an affce-
tionate obedience to the Lord ; of which the mere profes-
sor knows nothing. The cruciFixioN then enquired afe
ter by the Querist, is, '

1. To carry the flesh with all the affections and lusts, to
the cross of Christ: for there can be no crucifixion without
a cross; and what cross has the efficacy to remove, to can-
cel and take away sin from the sinner, except the cross of
our crucified Redeemer?! In which alone, aul gloried
with a complete renunciation of the flesh. ¢ They desire
to have you circumcised ;” saith he, that they may glory in
your flesh, (i. e. your fleshly cbedience) but God forbid that
I should glory, save in the cioss of eur Lord Jesus Christ,
by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the
world. (Gal. vi. 13, 14.)

Sinner, you arc invited to go just as you are, and roll
your burden upon the Lord —with all your sins and all
your sorrows, look to the bleeding cross of Jesus, who thus
invites ; ‘‘ Come unto me all ye that labor, and are heavy
laden, and Twill give you rest”—Not, come unto me well
prepared, with your meritorious goodncss—but come in
the character of those, that I came purposely to save—
come as a wretched sinner—*¢ For I came not to call the
righteous, but sinners to repentance.”

2. The sinner who thus looks to the blood of his cross,
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loses all his sins, and obtains in his bdlood-purified consci-
ence, the peace of God: for our lmmanuel has ¢ made
peace by the blood of his cross.” (Col. 1. 20.)  And all
other peace of conscience, from whatever source it tlows,
is deceptive peace, and in which, thousands of professors
rest, through their false teachers, who (at the request of
their hearers too) prophesy smooth things in the nane of
the Lord, and cry, peace, peace, where there is no peace !

3. Faith in a precious Christ, views the flesh, and all its
vile affections and lusts, in his gaping wounds on Calvary :
and the siuner, thus exercising faith, rejoices that his scar-
let and crimson sins, are become white as snow, and as
wool. (Isaiah i. 18.) And that he stands evcrlastingly
acquitted from the charge of sin, by divine justice ; as his
sins were imputed to Jesus, who made so complete an
atonement for them, as to put them away for ever. Faith
thus looks to, aund lives wholly on Christ; and this is the
rejoicing of the believer: ““ lam cructfied with Christ : ne-
vertheless 1live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and
the life which I now live in the flesh ; 1 live by the faith
of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for
me !”  (Gal. i1, 20.)

4. It is only when the sinner is steadfastly looking un-
to Jesus, and to Jesus alone, that the lusts and aflections
of the flesh are subdued: he sees them in Christ’s sufferings
and abhors them : he beholds them atoned for by Jesus, and
put away for ever: and O what praise and thankfulness
overcome his soul! All his powers of mind are carried away
captive to Jesus: his thoughts, wishes, desires, and affec-
tions, concentre so delightfully in Christ crucified for him,
that he has ro time, nor thought for the exercise of any
other, at this happy season of trimnphant faith ; for by thus
looking unto Jesus, he ‘“ has crucified the flesh, with the
affections and lusts.”” His affections are set on things above,
 His treasure is in heaven, and is heart is there also: and as

the heart governs the life; his conduct will be universally
devoted to God ; to his cause, and the glory of his name.
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AND ILLUSTRATIONS OF

EXPERIMENTAL GODLINESS,

No. XXV.] SATURDAY, Jury 3, 1824.

Ta wasTa nat s» w7 Kusoce—Pavur,

Christ all and in all. Cor. 111, 11,

QUESTION.,
Limenouse, MoNDAY, JUNE 28, 1871,

“Who were those which uttered their voices,and said, Let us
be glad, and rejoice, and give honor to him tor the viarriage
of the Lamb is come ? And whut are we to understund hy

his wife making herself ready ?” Rev. xix. 7.

SOLUTION.

THESE delightful words are selected from the celestial
anthem, to be sung by those who are redeemed from
among men, at the total destruction of Antichrist, that
Great Whore, clothed in scarlet, who hath corrupted the
earthwith her fornications ; the grand and immortal chorus
of which, unitedly sung, by ten thousand times ten thou-
sand tongues, shall sound “ as the voice of a great multi-
tude, ang as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of
many thunderings, saying Alleluia! for the Lord God
Omnipotent reigneth.”

The battle 'will be great, and cverlastingly decisive, the
awful destruction of the churcl’s enemies universal, and
the joy at the great event, will be proporiionate with the
beauties, blessings, and glories, that shall for ever rest up-
on the redeemed.  Alleluia; salvation, and glory, and ho-
nor, and power unto the Lord our God.” Such will be the
gencral and unbounded trinmph of the saints, such, the
unparallelled harmony, sweetuess, and power of their nm
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sic, and such the universal plaudits of immortal honors, that
shall burst from millions of tongues, and ascend befou, the
(‘nmlp()lvnx throne of the (“rs'u: Conqueror, who 1s the
King of' Kings, and Lord of lords!

¢ Let us he glad,’ 1s the exhortation, or rather raptu-
rous request, wutually and zealously put to each other,
amony the blood- uought tribes of God : they are all of one
heart and soul, calling for an universal shout over the ene-
my slain ! Thus shall the acclamations of joy, sound
from pole to pole, when \!Iystu\, uqbylon, the Mother of
Harlots shall fall —thas shall the honors of our Jesus, re-
sound to the ends of the earth, on that very desirable and
grand event, glovious to the whol(, world : When priestly
usarpation, "and eve ry species of cruel persecution, false
doctrine, zmd lamentable superstition, shall fall, to rise no
more.

And, ¢ Tetus be glud and rejoice” is a suitable re-
ciprocity of address, ameng us, this evening, for though An-
tichrist yet reivns, and errvor and superstition abounds, the
precions pmmlscs of our God teemx with joy, as th(,y point to
the glorious time of the church’s deliverance, a time that
mst arrive—secured to the ransomed, by tht. Veldmty,
faithfulness, and oath of Jehovah.

Besides, we, as individuals, are loudly called upon to

e glad, ami rejoice on account of our present privileges,
and the blessings of grace that now rest upon us in
wonderful abundance.  May such joy be graciously
made ours, this cvening, that instead of muunmmg
complaining, and silently indulging unbelief, to which
we are so shamefully prone, we may stare trom our stu-
por, and say, individually say, with ali due gratitade to
our God, ‘¢ Bless the Lord, O wy soul! and all within
me, bless his holy name;” and that we may, moreover,
unite in the mutual address, ¢ Praise our God, all
his servants, and ye that fear him, both small and great.”
—(verse 5.)

1. | am first asked, Who the persons were, that uttered
their voices, &c. In answer,

1. They were neither the world that by nature, is dead

in sin, nor proud professors of selt-righteousness, for they
gave ali honor and glorytothe Lamb ! Nor were they angels,
thoutrh the angallc host, no doubt, aided their music.

But the subject of their song, the ob‘ect of their address,
and the epithets applied to them, will bhcw us at once, who
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they were, It was 2 great voice of much poople, (verse 1)
who were ¢* called unto the supper of the Lamd ;7 (verse
9) and were arrayed in “ the {me linen, which is the righ-
teousness of the saints 2 (verse §8.) and consequently, were
the saints themselves, whom John saw in visien, and whose
extacies of praise, heheaid at the glorious fall of Babylon.

T'he poverty-struck sinner aione, who is poor and mise-
rable in his very soul, will sing A lleluia, salvationand glo-
ry, to a prectous Christ! He knows his worth, and aseribes
the whole of his salvation to lis free grace and blecding
love !

2. Those who so exult in Jesus, are tanght their har-
monious music by the Holy Spiiit: he puts a nuw song in-
to their wouth, even Zlory unto the Lord our God! The
music of Prodigals, who are bronght home to their heaven-
ly Father's house.

3. 1o the supper of the Lamd. 'The precious Land slain
for us, who ““ hath on his vesture, and on his thigh, 2 name
written, Kmg of kings, and Lord of iords.)’ (verse 15.)

4. 'The supper to which they are brought, is a feast of
beavenly delicacies : ¢ Fat things full of marrow, and wines
on the lees wellrefined.” (Isaiah xx.v6.) 1'hey feast on the
covenant love and precions promises of God, they cat the
flesh of Christ, and drink his blood—they live on tie atone-
ment and righteou-ness of the Lamb, by precious faith,
and when that faith is in exercise, can sing with Witrs,

“ His dearest flesh, he makes my food,
And bids me drink his richest biood,”

5. Itis the marriage supper of the Lamb. Which mar-
riage implics a bond: the bond of everlasting love: he has
thereby bound himself never to leave, nor forsake her: ne-
ver to depart frein her to do her good, but to put his fear
in her heart, and never to sufler her to depart from him.——
(Jer, xxxii. 40.) Second, it impliesa union : ““Iin them,”
saith he, in his holy address to the Father, ‘¢ and thou in
me, that they may be made perfect in one, and that the
world may know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved
them, even as thou hast loved me » (John xvii. 23.) There
1s a vital union, they have cternal life in him, and spiritaal
life from him, communicated by the Ifoly Spirit, and he
hath declared to his beloved bride; ¢¢ Becausel live, ye
shall live also.”” They live together, and hold the sweet-
¢st communion with each other.

6. Great, unfading, and never-ending as is the love of
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the bridegroom, the bride, 1s naturally, a person, the most
ugly, deformed, and disagreeable upon the earth! Shapen
in 1niquity, and conceived in sin, altogether as an un-
clean thinz ; and what 1s still more disgisting, with an
heart overflowing with indiguation agaiust him.  She is
also deeply ivolved i debt, without any prospect of ever
payine one mite! Yet to the astomishment of all who are
acquainted with the great transaction, he still vests in his
love, and is determined to take all consequences upon
himself ! But blessings for ever on the Lamb ! tle is infi-
nite in wisdom, and boundless in might: and hath devised
a wonderful way to cleanse, and render her more pure,
and more beautiful, than she was ever deformed and pol-
luted! He has skilfully and omnipotently executed his ad-
mirable plan—and in the immense rickes of his grace,
paid all her debts, to the very last farthing, to the perfect
and cverlasting satisfacuon ot all her creditors ! He sends
fortls the heavenly dove, with the peaceful olive, and with
the sweetest testimonials of his great love, by which her en-
mity to him is slain, and all the powers of her soul won
over with the warmest alfection! ¢ Wonders of grace to
God bclong ” Welove him; butit is because he first
loved us, and shed abroad his love in our hearts! Give him.
then all the glory, by ascribing unto him all the power in
our salvation !

7. Heis bound to take care of his bride, and to defend
her against all her enemies : hence the sweet exhortations
«¢ Trust in the Lord, and do good, so shalt thou dwell in
the land, and verily thou shaltbe fed— casting all your care
upon him, for he careth for you.” |

But the marriage supper of the lamb with the universal
joy and delight of the church, as set forth in this 19th
‘chaptcr of Revelations, is a beautiful description of the
glory that awaits the bride of Chyist after the downfall of
Antichrist.

In the 17th chapter, we have an account of the rise and
progress of the great beast, with seven heads and ten horns.

< And the ten horns, which thou sawest, are ten kings,
which have received no kingdom, as yet; but receive
power as kings one hour with the beast. These have one
mind, and shall give their power and strength unto the
beast.” (Rev. xvii. 12, 13.) The royal support that the
Pope hath received for centuries, and the tyrannic power
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that he hath usurped over the kings of the earth, sufficient-
by illustrate this Scripture: move especially, when we
take into the account, his horrid, bloody, and brutal per-
sccations. It is added (in verse 14.) these shall make
war with the Lamb, that is, shall violently persccute his
people, led on by the greatest enmity to the Lamb, and
his gospel, inits beautiful simplicity.  And yot, how won-
derful! well may he be called Autichrist, (that is one that
feigns himself to be Christ) for all the perseeutions of the
Christians, have been hypoeritically carvied on, under the
pretence of zeal for Christ and his church! Let Pro-
testant professors beware of this spirit of Antichrist, which
is not confined to Rome.  Let them beware, least, amidst
their warm zeal for salvation, partly by works, and partly
by grace: amidst all the pageantry and pomn of their ce-
remonious profession, they be found at war with the Lamb!

For, to repel the doctrines of salvation, all of grace, o
vilify those doctrines, by most wickedly saying, that they
lead to licentiousness, and to represent the ministers of
the gospel as Antinomians in the vilest sensc of the word,
fall but little short, if any thing at all, of declaring war
against the Lamb of God !

Such has been the prevalency of Antichristian doctrines,
and such the monstrous strides of papistical power, that
the nations of the earth have been drunk with the abomi-
nations, and have sunk willingly and slavishly, under the
tyranny of priesteraft ; believing ¢ the signs, and lying
wonders” of the man of sin! in complete fulfilment of
Rev. xvii, 8. ¢“ And they that dwell on the earth, shall
wonder whose names were not written in the book of life,
from the fountation of theworkl, when they behold the beast,
that was,and is not, and yetis.” But blessed Lamb of God !
Thou shalt overcome them, for thou art Lord of lords, and
King of kings, and they that arewith thee, are chosen and
called and faithful. (Rev. xvii, 14.) That great city, Baby-
lon, shall be thrown down, and shall be tound no more at
all.““Her plagues shall come in one day, death and mourn-
ing and famine; and she shall be utterly burned with fire :
for strong is the Lord God who judgeth her;” and whose
wrath shines with all the brilliancy of glorious justice in
her destruction, ¢ For in her was found the blood of pro-
phets and of saints, and of all that were slain upon earth,”
Read the 1Sih chapter of Revclations, and ulso, Fox's Book
of Martyrs.
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God will most graciously visit the nations with emanci-
pation from Popery: ‘¢ And the ten horns which thou saw-
est upon the beast, these shall hate the whore, ansl shall
make her desolare and naked, and shall ear her fiesh and
burn her with fire, for God hath put in their hearts to tul-
fil his will.” (Rev. xvii. 16, 17.) Then ¢ kings shall be
nursing fathers, and queens shall be nursing mothers in the
israel of God.” When it will be accemplished, I do not
pretend to say, but that it will be most accurately accoms-
plished, I most unhesiratingly and joytully assure you j—
for, ¢ These are the true suyings of God. {Rev. xvii. 9.}

On the accomplishment of which, the TRIuMPHANT AN~
THEM of the 17th chapter, shall be sung by the rTruE,
sPIRtTUAY, and numMBrLE church of Christ, which is sup-
ported, not by the might and power of man, but ¢ By my
Spiret,” saith the Lord of Hosts, nor defended by fire, and
faggot, inquisitions, tortures, racks, confiscation of goods,
fines, imprisonments, and chains like that of Antichrist ;
for it is the church of the meek and lowly Jesus, who hath
said, ¢ My kingdoin 1s wot of this world: if my kingdom
were of this world, then would my sevvants fight.” John
XViil. 36.

Neither is it arrayed in human pomp and splendour, nor
cendowed, in general, with the money, or riches of this
world.  The real members of Christ’s true church are not
only winfernally but also externally asssimilated to the like-
ness of their Lord. ¢ who had not where to lay his head !”
Paul has been graciously influenced thus to address the
church on the subject, *“ Ye see your calling brethren,
how that not many wise men, after the flesh, not many
mighty, not many noble are called, but God has chosen the
foolish things of the world, to confound the wise, &e.”

This truly humble church of Jesus, worship him in Spi-
ritand in truth. Its members love one another, and donot
forsake the assembling themselves together: they lave to
meet for public worship, and it is a matter of litile conse-
quence where, if the  gospel is bat faithfully and experi-
mentally preached—beautifully decorated, and play-house-
like buildings, the fincly-toned organs, the costly paint-
ings, the elegantly lined pews, and the velvet cushions, they
leave as attractions for those who prefer gatety and gain
to godlincss—as it respects the place of miecting, neatness,
simplicity, room, and counvenicnce, are the very summit

of their wishes ; far nobler objects attract them, and prove
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irresistible incentives, for convening in the name of the
Lord.  The truth in its purity, the worship of God in its
stplicity, and the unity of the Spirit reciprocally enjoyed,
and above all, communiton with a covenant God, through
Jesus Christ our Lord! This is the description of people,
whasay, ¢ Let us be glad and rejocce inhim, for the mar-
riage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself
ready ;”—which leads me to the second part of the enquiry.

1. What are we to understand by his wife swaking her-
self ready ? To which 1 reply,

L. Not by works and preparations, by self-purifications,
and the performances of numerous duties, by which she
mitiates herself into the favor of her husband, and obtains
the alfections of his heart!—if so, she nught boast of
her performauces which would be contrary to faith, that
excludes boasting, and violently hostile to the wholc glori-
ous gospel of grace, which plainly and positively declares,
‘“ Not of works, lest any man should boast: for by grace
we are saved-—not by works of righteousness which we have
done ; but according to his mercy, he hassaved us by the
washing of regeneraiion, and renewing of the Holy Ghost.
Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not
according to our works, but according to his'own purpose
and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus, before the
world began.” (Eph. ii. 8,9. Tit. iii. 5. 2 Tim. i. 9.)

2. [1ler readiness for the veception of Christ, consists, iu
a complete renunciation of the filthy raos of her own righ-
teousness, and a putting on, by precious faith, the wedding
garment, which the Lainb made so exquisitely beautiful
by the spotless perfection of his meritorious obedience, and
dyed it in his owa heart’s blood! Without which, Christ
could not reccive her into the marriage chamber. Should
she appcarin her own clothing, the confounding question
would be pat, ¢ Friend, how camest thou in hither, not
having a wedding garment?” and she would be speechiless.
(Matt. xxii. 12.)

3. Making herself ready, is the wenderful and powerful
work of faith, by which the new man embraces the Lord
Jesus Christ.  Faith, that active principle of soul, enters
the wardrobe of divine grace, and finds the wedding gar-
ment already prepared by the lord of the feast; which she
embraces, because it was wrought out for sinners, and only
Jor stnuers. ‘The subject of this faith of the cperation of
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God, gazes with love and wonder on the bleeding sacri-
fice, and the atonement and righteousness of Jesus becomes
precious and dciightf'ul; because so necessary and so st
table to his casc —Ie doubis no longer, why ¢ Tie can-
not, for he is led to sec what has so long kept him from
Christ ; his selitrighteousness, his examination of hrsel!,
for something or other to recommend him, and when he
found it not, concluded that he was too bad, too viie, too
anholy for Christ—whereas he now scos clearly, that were
bhis sins multiplied by a million, the blood of Jesus would
wash him white as snow ! His delightful and joytul song,
15 DOW

< Nothiag in my hand | bring,

>hnply to thy cross | cliag,

Naked come vo thiee for dross,

fielpless loek 1o thee for grace.

IFaul, 1 o the fountain fiv,

Wash me, Savior, or I die.”

4. She hears the command of her Lord, and by precious
faith she immediately obeys him.  He thus addresses her:
¢ Awuko, awake, puaton strength, O Zion: put on thy
beartiful garments, (3 Jerusalem! the holy city; for hience-
forth, there shall no more come into thee, the uncircam-
cised and the unclean.” (lsaiah lil. 1.} ¢ As the bride-
groom rejoiceth over thebride, soshall thy God rejoice over
thea” (Isatah Ixii. 5.) ¢ Harken, O daughter, and con
sider and inciine thine ecar, forget also thine own people,
and thy father’s house.  So shall the king greatly desire
thy beauty! for he is thy Lord, and worship thou him.”
(Psalm xlv. 10, 11.)  To whom she gladly, humbly, and
thankfully replies: ¢ Why have 1 found grace in thine
eyes, that thou shouldst take knowledge of mc, sceing |
am astranger? Yet [ will rejoice in the Lord ! [ will joy in
the God of my salvation. 1 will greatly rejoice in the
Lord, my soul shall be joyful in my God, for he hath
clothed mewith the garment of salvation; he hath covered
me with the robe of righteousness: whom have I in heaven
but thee, and upon the earth, there is none that I desire
besides thee.”

QursTioN For NEXT MoNpay EVENING,
Why did Christ say unto Mary, ¢ Touch me ot When
he commandzd Trosmas, to do directly the contrary ¥—
Joux xx. 17, 27.

Printed by Willlamm Day, 17, Goswell Strect,



BIBLICAL CRITICISMS

AND ILLUSTRATIONS OF

EXPERIMENTAL GODLINESS.

No. XXVI.] SATURDAY, JuLy 10, 1824,

Ta warra was o Fx0s Xpro:.-—PAUL.

Christ all and in all. Cor. nir. 11.

QUESTION,

LiMEHOUSE, MONDAY, JULY 5, 1824,

Why did Christ say unto Marvy, ¢ Touch me not”” When
he commanded Tnovas, fo do directly the contrary ?—-
Jouw xx. 17, 27,

SOLUTION.

ONE of the most noble, and encouraging subjects to a
truly sensible sinner, who is made willing to be saved by
Jesus, alone by Jesus, to his eternal glory, is and ever will
be, the atonement, complete, irrefrustrable, certain, and
cternally efficacious in the salvation of God's elect; or,
in other words, those for whom Cbhrist, especially and par-
ticularly died—those who were known to him as the gift
of his Father, whose sins were charged upon him on Cal-
vary, and for whom he has gloriously conquered earth and
Lell, and given ample and everlasting satisfaction to dizine
Justice /—Through his death, justice smiles upon us in the
sweetest union with mercy ! legally approving our acquit-
tal from the scntence of the law ! and rejoicing over us, as
we stand without spat or wrinkle in the spotless holiness of
Immanuel our Redeemer! His death, his efficacious death,
is our joy, our boast, our song: and God forbid, that we
should glory, save in the cross of Christ—yet if any thing
can exceed the subject of his death, in consoling, and giv-
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ing us joy unspeakable, his resurrection aud ascension to
his own glory, must have that superior effect on our exult-
ing minds : for his resurrcction establishes the truth of his
finished and accurately completed work, and his ascension
the approvel of his work by our covenant God and Father!
Having pailed our sins to his cross, and spoiled principali-
tics and powers—he enters the tomb—but he enters only
to divest it of its power—as the great antitype of Sampson
he resumes his sarprising strength, and carries away the
bars of the grave ! —shall the grave then trivinph for ever
over the ashes of the saints? No: for now is Christ risen
from the dead, and become the first fruit of them that slept:
and is ascended to his own glory, our representative and
forerunner in the skies ! 1 ain led to make these observa-
tions from a view of the question, which exhibits in the
most beautiful aspect, the resurrection and ascension of
Christ Jesus our Lord ! That there is a seeming contradic-
tion to his command given to MaRry, in that which he soon
after gave to 'T'noMas, must be allowed: but that itis but
a seeming contradiction, will be as readily acknowledged,
by those who know, and are assured that with our Jesus,
the fountain of all perfection, there can be no inconsist-
cncy, nor the shadow of wurning ! We will take under
our consideration and examination ;

[. Many, her circumstances, and the command or charge
given her: ¢ Touck me not” 1t will be profitable to at-
tend for a few minutes, prior to the elucidation of the qucs-
tion, to the scriptural acceptations of the word Touca.

1. Touyure. Hence tie kind and tender proclamation
of Jciiovah, in behalf of his people and his prophets: ¢ He
suffered no man to do them wrong : yea, he reproved
kings for their sakes : saying, TOUCH pot my anointed,
and do my prophets no harm.” (Psalm cv. b4, 15.)—
And the sweetly consoling declaration of his love, tender-
est care, and watchfulness over us; ¢ He that toucheth you
toucheth the apple of his eye.” (Zech. ii. 8.) So that
whatever our enemies may attempt, they cannot in reality,
injure us: much as we may seemingly sufier through théir
malice, the end shall be our good, our advantage, God’s
glory, and their confusion : and in all our afflictions, tho’
we, pained to the heart, cry, ‘¢ all these things are against
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me,”” the cnd will be ¢ the peaceable fruits of righteous-
ness :”’ our instruction, our humiliation, our growth in the
knowledge of grace and Christ, are thercby promoted : —
and interpositions of upholding, sustaining, and deliver-
ing prace, will redound to the Divine Glory, forever and
ever! ¢« He shall deliver you in six troubles: yea, in seven
there shall uo evil roucn thee.”  (Job. v, 1v.)

2. Ao unlawful approach to, or intimacy with any forbid-
dcn object: a uniting with those who are cngaged in false,
vain, or idoatrous worskip. ¢ T'oucu no unclean thing,”
is the divine mandate; (Isaiah lii. 11.) which Paul ex-
plains by a very serious exbortation, but which, alas! is
too much disregarded, even by the people of God!—
““ Come out from among them, and be ye scparate; saith
the Lord, ToucH not the uiclean thing, and T will receive
you, &e.” Come out from among erroncous and unrege-
nerated professors, who have no more religion, tian that
which springs from the flesh—which leads them to despise
and persecute the riches of God’s grace, and those who
live a life of faith, entirely on Christ-—¢¢ be ye separate,”
this 1s the divine command of our God, and that Christian
who neglects it, is guilty of high rebellion against him'!

3. We will look at the word now, in a good and excel-
lent sense.  So virtuously and powerfully efficacious was
the roucn of Christ, that ¢ they brought young children
to him, that he might roucH them.”—(Mark x. 13.) Not
that he might sprinkle them, buttouch them; in order, no
doubt, that they might be cured of some bodily disease or
infirmity. And not less efficacious is his touch now—O
when he reaches forth the arm of his omnipotent power,
and with the hand of his love, touches the heart and con-
science of a poor sick and infirm sinner !—what cftectual
cleansing and healing is there! The pale, decrepid, and
death-struck wretch, puts on the delightful bloom of health
and in all the vivacity, agility, and vigor of youth, lcaps
like an hart, and runs in the ways of the Lord, without weu-
riness ; for they are deligh ful; and walks by precious faith
in Christ, without fainting : for his strength is perpetually
renewed, with the reviving and invigorating cordials of the
loving-kindness of his best heloved. )

4. We will, lastly, notice the precious touch of farth.—
There is a reciprocal touch between the saved sinner and
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his bleeding Lord. When Jesus fouches the ear, the cye,
the heart, with the finger of his grace, the sinner hears the
joyful sound, sees theif(ing in his beauty, tastes the great-
ness of his grace, smells the rich perfumes of his garments,
and feels the invincible power of his great salvation ! which
leads him to touch the hem of his garment, the robe of his
righteousness. by emboldening confidence,or unhesitating
faith. This is beautifully exemplified in the woman, who
was healed after twelve years of disease, only by touching
the hem of his garment! ¢ And behold a woman’—well
may the narrative commence with a behold /' Tt was truly
admirable—‘which was diseased with an issue of blood twelve
years, came behind him, and touched the hem of his gar-
ment: for she said, within herself, if I may but touch his
garment, I shall be whole.” (Matli. ix. 20.)

Faith is indeed the substance of things hoped for; she
had the cure in her faith, the thing she hoped for, prior
to its being performed ; so the tried and afflicted saint, has
his deliverances out of trouble, his perseverance, and glo-
rification, the precious things he hopeth for, in his posses-
sion by faith, before they arrive ; for his faith standeth not
in the wisdom of man—that preaches to him impossibilities;
but in the manifold power of God, with whom all things
are possible, who having promised, 1s afle to perform, and
whose faithfulness and immutability forbid all doubt and
hesitation, concerning the accomplishment of those pro-
mises, which are yea and amen in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Faith says ¢¢ Although my house is not so with God—tho’
things are not with me as I eould wish—and prospects are
dark and gloomy to human sight, I hope for things that are
not seen ; and that are sure to come ; for he hath made an
everlasting covenant with me, ordered in all things and
sure, which covenant is confirmed by his oath, sealed with
the blood of his dear Son, and witnessed in my soul by
the Holy Spirit: who hath led me into the bond of the
covenant ; into the sweet enjoyment of those two immuta-
ble things, by which 1t is impossible for God to lie : and with
strong consolation, I cannot but lay hold of the hope set
before me : which hope I have, as an anchor of the soul,
both sure and stedfast, and which entereth into that within
the veil ; rejoicing, that ¢ there are Three that bear re-
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cord in heaven, the Father, the Word, aud the Holy Spi-
rit, and these Three are One,” in whose eternal council,
determinations, and settlements of love, 1 do most confi-
dently and happily rest, for he has declared, concerning
his people, ““ [ give unto them eternal lite, and they shall
never perish!” T belicve it and rejoice in full assurance
that my life is hidden with Christ ia God, and when he,
who is my life shall appear, I shall appear with him, in
glory, and sce him as he is !

But the forbidden touch ot Manv, was that of an em-
brace, which she was about to do. overcome with gladness,
love, and surprise! After her conversation with the angels,
she turned herself back, and saw Jesus standing, and Anew
not that it was Jesus. 1le first addresses her by the name,
expressive of her sex, ‘“ Voman, why weepest thou ?” she
then, (still ignorant of the person she addressed, for she
supposed him to be the gardener) saith unto him, ¢ Sir,
if thou have borne him hence, tell me where thou hast laid
him, and I will take him away.” But, O when he called
ner by her own name, what love and wonder overpowcred
all the faculties of her soul! ¢ Jesus saith unto her, Ma-
RY !"—Ignorance of his peison, flew before the charming
sound, like darkness beiore the orient beams of the rising
sun—she exclaims, ‘¢ Rabboni / which is to say, Master,
and instantaneously flew, with a heart, expanded with love
and delight, to embrace him—but was prevented by his
immediate prohibition, ¢¢ Touch me not.”

I am asked, Why, he forbids it? To which I answer.

1. He must ascend from the tomh to his Father, without
a hunan touch ; for his great work is accomplished, his
body shall no more dwell upon the earth, as the man of
sorrows, He is her risen, ascending, and glorified Lord !—
This reason he himself renders. ‘ T am not yet ascended
unto my Father”—as if he had said, wait that event, and
then adore me. ‘

2. She must no more embrace him on the earth, with the
familiarity she was wont to do, in his state of humiliation,
but worship him in future, as God and the Lamb, in his
cternal craltation.

3. His resurrection; of which she was the first human
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witness, proved that he had accomplished his great under-
taking, in the conquest and destruction of the power of
devils, men, death,and the grave! And that our mighty sins
were carried by himinto the land of forgetfulaess, to be found
no move, nor to be remeinbered at all by salisfied justice!
Death struggles with the iilustrious hero—but death falls
undermost 1n the great struggle, und our Jesus ascends,
leaving the sepulchre with the immortal honors of accom-
plishing bis heroic resolution, made in covenant in behalf
of his people : T will ransom them from the power of the
grave; I will redeem them from death: O death I will be
thy plagues! O grave I will be thy destruction : repent-
ance shall be hidden from my eyes.”” (Hos. xiii. 14.)

The battle is fought, the victory is wori: —death’s sting
1s extracted ; the grave must resign the bodies of the saints
at the morning of the resurrection, that soul and bady both
redeemed, may be for ever with the Lord!

4. But while we remark that his rcsurrection proves the
completion of his great work, we cannot avoid carvying
our exultation yet farther ; by noticing that his ascension
proves that great work to have been truly acceptable to his
Father. Hence he says to Mary, ¢ Go to my brethren and
say unto them, I ascend to my Father, and your Father ;
and to my Ged, and your God.”  Glorified for ever, there
he waits the joyful arrival of his ransomed brethren :—ex-
pecting that all his eneinies shall be mwade his footstool—
expecting tosee hisseed : to see of the travail of his soul,
with eternal satisfaction.

5. Heascends, that the Comforter may come down, and
tzach sinners the virtue of his blood, the prowess of his
Almighty arm, the love of his heart, and bis triumphs of
victory over death and the grave. ¢ It is expedient for
you that I go away : for if I go not away, saith he, to his
disciples, the Comforter cannot come unto you.”

6. She must then expect no wore{amiliar intercourse with
him upon the earth, as before his death, but view him, af-
ter enduring all his mediatorial sufferings, arrayed in his
mediatorial glories in the Third Heavens ; from whence we
look for the mighty Saviour, our exalted Christ, the Lord
our God !

We are now arrived to that closing part of the Question,
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which naturally leads us to take particular notice of Thomas,
whont we may indeed denominate, notwithstanding he was
a disciple of Christ, unbelicoing Thomas .

Concerning whom, as contrasted with BMavy, let it be
particularly obscrved.

1. That when Jesus manifested himself to Thomas, he
had ascended to his Father, for it was eight days after his
declaration to Mary: ¢ 7 am not yel ascended :” And as a
proof that he had ascended, when he addressed Thomas,
we have his comuission given to Mary; ¢ Go to my bre-
thren, and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and
your Father, &c.” He does not say, I shall, after I have
bad an interview with them, referring to his triumphant
ascension, but I now ascend, as the great conqueror of
death and the grave.

2. Thomas was not like Mary, about to embrace him ;
neither was he commanded to do so; but to thrust his hand
into the side of his risen Lord, as an evidence that it was
the sume body that expired on the cross !

3. Thomas was suffered to sink into that wretched state
of unbelief, and to require such a circumstantial examina-
tion of the human body of Jesus, that it might be left upon
sacred record, as indubitable evidence of the resurrection
of our Lord, for the faith of believers, in all succeeding ge-
nerations, to the end of time: hence the conclusion of
Christ; ¢ Blessed are they, that have not seen, and yet
have believed !”

4. He taught her the doctrine of his ascension, and him,
the doctrine of his reswrrection ; and from the whole of the
delightiul chaprter, blessed be the precious Christ, our faith
in hin is so confirmed, that we rejoice in tull assurance,
that we too shall arise, and ascend to meet the Lord in the
air, and so shall we be for ever with the [Lovd !

5. We bless the Lord, for this infaliable testimony of
the resurrection and ascension of the divinely-enthroned Je-
sus : yet we rejoice, moreover, that Mary, ‘I'homas, and
the disciples,were not the only witnesses of the undeniable
fact, for many hundreds besides, corroborated their evie
dence by ocular demonstration »even as late as the time that
Paul wrote his First Epistle to the Corinthians ! Hear the
apostle’s own testimony, ¢¢ I have delivered unto you, first
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of all, that which I also reccived; how that Christ died for
our sins, according to the scriptures: and that he was bu-
ried ; and that he rose again the third day, according to
the scriptures : and that he was seen of Cephas, then of the
twelve : after that he was seen of above five hundred bre-
thren at once, of whom, the greater part remain, unto this
present; but some are fallen asleep.” (1 Cor. xv. 3—6.)

Here we have a redundancy of evidence, (if I may be al-
lowed the word) in defence of the truth ; and cvidence never
attempted to be refuted! Let the disputer of this werld,
take it into serious consideration! and let him invalidate
this apostolic testimony if he can, by genuine history—we
defy him: Paul did not write this account, to an illiterate
and uninformed people, but to the enlightened Corinthians;
whom he refers to, then, living witnesses, and that to the
number of the greater part of fve hundred brethren !

6. And farther to substantiate the glorious resurrection
and ascension of the Son of God, headds, ¢ dnd at
lust of all, he wus seen of me also.” Paul beheld him after
his ascension, in his glorified state in the heavens :—Ste-
phen also beheld bim at the right hand of God, and cried,
“ Lord Jesus receive iy Spirit!”  We may therefore con-
clude in the words of the apostle’s exultation ¢ If in this
life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men, the
most miserable : but now is Christ risen from-the dead, and
become the first fruits of them that slept.” All honor
and glory to our risen and exalted Savior, with whom we
shall reign for cver and ever !

QuESTION FOR XEXT Monpay Evening,

What are we to understand spiritually. by the living crea.

tures and the wheels, in the first chapter of the prophecy of
Ezekiel?
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