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QUESTION.
Livenouse, MoNDAY, MAY 31, 1824.

¢ Resist the Deval, and he will flee from yow’—thus the
apostle exhorts—but how am I, who am WEAKNESS ifsclf,
to resist so powerful an adversary ?

SOLUTION.

W E are called upon by the question, to attend to what I may
term CHRISTIAN HEROISM, displayed most bravely, and suc-
cessfully, against the common; perpetual, and inveterate
enemy of God and man. The enemy, more especially of
Christ, and of his redeemed, who called by divine grace,
are delivered from Satan’s dominion, and are translated in-
to the kingdom of God’s dear Son, that they may man-
fully fight the good fight of faith, *“ and, strong in his
strength, more than conquerors over sin, earth, and hell,
lay hold of eternal life ! But the Christian, truly sensible
of his own weakness, and his consequent inadequacy to go
up against the great Goliah of Hell, like the prophet’s
servant, is ready to cry, upon every appcarance of the
frightful foe, ¢ dlas, master, and what shall we do now?”
How shall we go up against thismighty host, whose name is
legion, for they are many ? Hence the question before us,
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which wasfirst meatally suggested by the querist, inserious
reflection wpon his incapacity to repel the temptations of
the Devil, and the unweuaried etforts of that roaring lion,
if possible, to devour his immortal soul!

Your attention is requested

I. T'o the alarming NaMES he bears in the Saered Word,
Beelzebub, the Prince of Devils. Satan, an ADVERSARY,
one who prosecutes the immortal soul at law, most malici-
ously determined to find the sinner guilty ; accusing him,
cven BEFORE and To God bimself; as in the case of Job,
and would legally succeed, but for the Great Advocate,
who pleads in the sinner’s behalf before the throne of Di.
vine Love, his blood that takes away all guilt from the
conscience, and inwhosc righteousness the self-condemned
sinner stands perfect and upright before his God, Sreely
Justified by grace! Abaddan, Apollyon, a Destroyer,
under whose 1nfernal dominion, devils and damned souls,
suffer tiie vengeance of eternal fire. In the question, and
1n the scripture on which it is founded, he is named the
Devil ; the backbiter, the lying and malignant accuser of
the brethren! The Father of lies, and the instigator of
backbiting #nd defamation in the carth. The prince of
this werld, who has

2. All mankind, in their natural state, under his awful
dominion. He has access to every human heart, and pri-
or to our regeneration, we were led captive by him, in the
chains of ignorance, darkness, unbelief, and high rebellion .
against God! Glory to Jesus that the snare is broken, and
we have escaped, as a bird, from the haund of the fowler.
That all by .nature are under his vassalage, is undeni
plain from the universal conduct of the whole hum
and expressly so from the assertion of Paul, in Eph. ii. 2.
¢ Wherein in time past, ye walked according to the course
of this world, according to the prince of the power of the
air, the SPIRIT that now worketh in the children of disobe-
dience.” 'The REGENERATED, then, alone, are exempt
from his tyrannic sway ; as saith the apostle John,  Aund
we know that we are of God, and the whole world lieth in
wickedniss : o vw wompw, in the wicked one, in the DEvIL :

that is under his malignant usurpation over the whole
world !

ably

an race ;
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5. He is the avowed encmy of the precious Messiah, Jesus
of Nazareth, ¢ God manifest in our Hesh”  And no won-
der, for our lovely Immanucl was manifest in the {lesh,
for the grand, and to us, mementous purpose of destroy-
ing the werks of the Devil, that we might be turned {rom
the power of Natan unto God. (Acts xxvi. 18.) No other
opposition is regarded by the Infernal I’rince; no other
power can Injare his cause ; no other name will make him
tremble, than the name of our Great Deliverer! Jesus! be-
fore whom he cannot stand ! Plead then his name, make
mention of his righteousness, and the powers of hell, O ye
highly favored of the Lord, will fall before you, like light-
ning from heaven.

4. He tried our Dear Lord, with every temptation, and
as Christ was tempted in all points, as we are, it follows,
that his people must not think of escaping the sevirest ot
his assaults. He who attempted the destruction of the
church’s head, in the time of his deep humiliation, will ne-
ver cease to assail regenerated souls, while they trust the
Redeemer’s merits, and exalt his illustrious name!

5. All bis temptations are aimed at the honor, glovy,
and power of Christ.  Against his divinity, his everlasting
and especial loveto his people, his peculiar, and gloriously
gomplete redemption of his sheep ; and bhis eternal honor
and glory in the salvation, and glorification of all whom
the Father gave him in the covenant of grace and redemyp-
tion. aAll who preach or militate against these glories of
God and the Lamb, in any way whatever, though they may
appear like angels of light, are, so far, but the scrvants of
Satan, fighting against Immanuel, under the Infernal
Banner !

6. Hence the Holy Spirit speaks expressly of doctrines
of devils | Every doctrine, that goes to exalt the creature,
either directly or indirectly, in whole or in part, | do not
hesitate to pronounce a doctrine of the Devil ; as it has
the most diabolical tendency to debase Jesus, *¢ the migh-
ty God,” and divest him of his essential power, and media-
torial glory. Itis also turning the blind out of the way ;
against which God has pronounced his curse. It is turn-
ing a soul from Christ, and acaixst Christ, who is alone,
the way. And ¢ whosoever climbeth up, any other way,
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the same is a thief, and a rohber,” who robs Christ of the
honor due unto his name! And deserves extraordinarily,
eternal banishment from his presence !

7. The Devil, ot Satan, also has his synagogue. ¢ 1
know the blasphemy of them who say the"y are Jews, and
are not, but are the synagogue of batan!” (Rev. ii. 9.)
They say, they are Jews, that is, they are, the Israel of
God, his spiritual worshippers—but if they teach for doc-
trines, the commandments of men, and despise the riches
of God’s grace—if they are going about, in any way, to
establish their own righteonsness, whatever specious name
they may give it—they are Satan’s synagogue itself, which
he has in the name and form of religion erected against
the frue synagogue, or spiritual worship of Christ, to de-
ceive and beguile souls, as he beguiled Eve! Alas! how
many strut about in the name and form, and pretended
sanctity of religion, that display the bitterest enmity against
the truth, and thereby evince themselves but of the destruc-
tive and Antichristian synagogue of Satan.

8. He has his wiles, tricks, snares, and fiery darts j all
of which, the children of God feel, and in such painful
exercises, are exhorted, and directed to resist the Devil,
s« Whaom vesist stedfast in the faith.” Which leads me to
give an immediate answer to the Question,

1. Believers are the only persons spoken to, in the ex.
hortation, caution, and direction, given by Petar, in the
scripture alluded to, and by James, in chap. 1v. 7. For
the world at large, have neither will nor power, to resist
him, by whom tiey are led captive at his will. (2 Tim,
il. 26.) .

Peter speaks particularly to those who are labouring un-
der ¢‘ the mighty hand of God.” (verse 5) and he speaks
to them most tenderly. For though the hand of God seems
to be heavy upon us, in times of affliction, whether bodily
or spirituaf: we are not to conclude that it is the mighty
hand of his wrath, to crush and destroy, but the hand of
his mj hty love, which has appointed the affliction in wis-
dom, for our real benefit: therefore, saith James, *“ humsx
ble yourselves under ihe mighty hand of God: that he
may exalt you in due time: casting all your care upon
him ; for he careth for you.” This sweetly consolatory
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Janguage 1s children’s bread, which must not be given to
dogs; and the same tricd and afflicted sons of God are
alone exhorted 10 resist the Devil: For he is not to bere-
sisted withoat faith—whom resist steadfust in jaith—and
faith 1s the gift of God, called emphatically, the faith of
God’s elcct, because “ unto them it is given to believe,
but unto others, (saith Christ himself} it is not given.”

2. The act of resistance does not imply any power in the
creature : tie old 1nan of sin will never resist tiie devil, he
would atall times, rather assist then resist; and but for the
prevention of grace, would presently lead you, wost trea-
cherously to desert the captain of our salvation, and go
over to the camp of the enemy, *“ For in us (that is tu
oir flesh) dwelleth na good thing.” Indeed so far from
being sanctified ,and made better, our carnal nature, is one
of the three combined powers, against which weare called
to fight, denominated, the worwLp, the FLesH, and the pE-
viL. And the exhortation, resist, or put off the old man, is
of equal consequence with that under consideration, ‘¢ RE-
sisT the Devil.” Whata folly it is then to suppose, that
man can or will naturally resist that power with which he
is in the most friendly combination against the Lord, and
against his people! Think not, Dear Christians, that your
carnal nature will show you any more quarters than Satan
bimself, or that it possesses any more holiness than the in-
fernal powers! Karthly, sensual, and dewilish are your
threc patural and characteristic names, nhot given you by
your God fathers and God-mothers, since your birth, but
were entailed upon you, before you were borm, for you
were shapen in iniquity and conceived in sin—names of dis-
grace, abhorrent to the hidden man of our hearts; names of
the greatest antiquity, even as ancient as Adam himself,
names which we are ebliged, even now humbly to acknow-
ledge before God with shame and confusion of face! But
blessed be his glorious Majesty for ever! he has given us
a new, even a divine nature, and with it a rew name, which
none can read, but those who receive it. Hc graciously
says, “ I have called thee by name, theu art mine; my
Hepnz1BaM, my delight.” And it is the uew nature, hos-
tile to the old, or corrupt nature, that is called upen to re-
sist the Devil.
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3. Whom resist stedfast in rarri.  The querist asks,
How can I whoam WEAKNESS ITSELF resist so powerful an
enemy ? to whom I affectionately reply. the Holy Spirit,
your Divine Teacher,has given you this feeling assurance
of your extreme weakness, that you may go out ot yourself
to Jesus Cliist the Mighty God, for swength aud for all
things: for in Him, the Lord Jehovah there is everlasting
strength, and in the day of battle with the terrible enemy,
you shall prove the sufhiciency of his grace, and sing Paul’s
triumphant song: ““ He said unto me, my grace is sudici-
ent for thee; for my strength is made puriccet in weakness.
Most gladly, therefore, will I rather glory in my infirmities
that the power of Christ may rest upon me” (2 Cer. X1
9.) He will strengthen you with all mighty by his Spirit
i the inner, hidden, and new-man of your heart: ¢ when
the ensmy cometh in like a Hood, the Spirit of the Lord
shall lift up a standard against him.”” That standard is the
precious Christ, who will prove himself, ¢‘a strength to
the poor, a strength to the needy in his distress, a refuge
from the storm, ashadow from the heat, when the blast of
the terrible ones isas a storm againstthe wall:” (Isa. xxv. 4.)
Then shall you sing to his praise and his glory, “ he de-
livered me from my sTroNG ENEMY. and from them which
hated me; for they were too strong for me:’ and still go
onwith rejoicing in the Divine strengéh wuich he continues
to impart, ¢ he teacheth my hands to war, so that a bow of
steel 1s broken by my arms.” (Psm. xviii 117, 34 ; Thas
stedfast in faith, we vesist the devil, and quench his fiery
darts in the fountain of Immanuel’s sin atoning blood.

4. This exhortation is intended for an encouragement to
the weak and tempted in all their tribulations from the as-
saults of hell. Hence, Peter, who had been in Satan’s
sicve himself, and was delivered alone by the Omnipotent
grace of Christ, gocs to the greatest extreme in extolling
the power of that grace. The Devil, your adversary, as a
roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour
-—but t2e God of all grace.—1 know not that this soul-en-
couragin X title of our gracious God occurs in any other
part of the New Testament. Poor, tempted, fallen, but
araciously restored Peter knows not bow to extol enough
the wonders and all-sufficiency of grace—or lest any of
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God’s tempted children should suppose that something, or
rather in them, hould exclude them from the great bless-
ings and benefits of grace, he is not satisfied with denomi-
nating him o ®co; yaplos, the God of grace; but must
adopt the strongest epithet, that he might encompass all
the circumstances, however wretched, of all God’s tried fa-
mily; o e @cog waons yaplo;. But the God of aLL gl‘aCC—Of
every favor, every blossing, every good, every pardon, every
support  of ALL grace—of comforting, directing, preserv-
ing, supporting, restoring, healing grace—never failing,
immutable, eternal grace. ** Who hath called us (not to fall
finally; unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye
have suffered awhile, make you perfect, stablish, strength-
en, scttle you.”

4. The exhortation is the language of direction. ** e
sober, be vigilant.” (ver. 5.) ““be steady, be on your watch
tower, and carefully observe the motions of the encmy. Be
not inebriated with the vanitics and love of the world, of
which the enemy would be sure to take the advantage ; but
be vigilant in the ways of the Lord ; ‘¢ watch and pray lest
ye fall into temptation ;” search the scriptures, and daly
and diligently attend on the preached word and ordinances
of the Lord ; to a non-attendance on which, Satan tempts
the children of God, that he may take the advantagc of
their negligence.  ¢“ Wait on the Lord, be of gocd cheer,
and he shall conifort your heart: wait, I say on the Lord.”

5. Be stedfust in faith, or you resist in vain. Meet him
in your own strength, and he is sure to wound you, aud
plunge youin distress. For ¢“ ihis is the victory even our
faith.,” = Meet him by faith in Christ, and you shall be
more than conquerors through him who hath loved us.—
By faith in his POWER ; say with the faithful Daniei, ¢ the
God whom I serve, he is able”—and then you may add, by
faith in his wiLLINGNESS—¢¢ and he will deliver me.” By
Jaith in his Love ; ¢ what shall separate us from the love
of Christ?” Is the language of confidential faith; my Lord
loves me too well to suffer Satan finally to trivmph
over me : though the enemy points to my sins and unwor-
thiness, 1 still rejoice, for the Lord loveth me fre.ly; this
‘delightfully free love has been manifested to my soul. ‘I
have loved ¢/ee,” hasbeen the soul-liberatinglanguage of my
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God, and that sweet kiss of love is a tokcn that he loves
me tiow; for he resteth in his love s Joved thee, he
kimaly says, W ith EverLastine love ! ¢ Herel will hold”
and this sliaii be iy boast in the Lord, that

¢ Ile who Lath lov'd me besrs me ihreugh,

Asnd makes me niere than cong’ror too,”
Byfaith in his reurn and venaciry. © Thestrenoth of Is-
ract will netlic.” That which he has engaged in covenant
do shall be most accuratcly executed to the glory of the
Father, the Word, and the Holy Spirit who bear witness
in heaven o all their covenant cngagements of love.—
By faith in his exceedingly great and pwcxous PRrOBISEs.
Which unincumbered of all conditions on our part, are
])lomlacs of great grace in Christ, and are yca, and amen
inhira. By Tuith in bis FAITHFUL nEss. “* faithiul 1s he
who hath })iOlede who also will do it.”  His faithiulness
is established in the heavens, and is like the great moun=
tains, firm and immoveable. He hus positively declared
fox our safety and certain dcliverance from the power of

every foe, *“ my covenant I will not break, nor alter the
thing that is gonc out of my lips.” Thus, stedfast in faith,
dear believers, ¢‘ resist the Devil, and he w1ll flee tr om you,
draw near to (JOd and he will draw near unto you.”
¢ Stand off Satan ! God rebuke thee!
Come, my soul, cheer up and sing ;

His tempratons but provoke thee
To exalt thy sovereign King :

Tremble not at his reflection
On thy vile poliuted heart ;
Sity, in Christ thy free election,
Thus repel the Tempter’s dart.”

QUEaTION FOR NEXT MONDAY ILVENIN(,.

Bxtract of a Letter.

‘* Permit me, Sir, to solicit your attention to the follow-
ing Question, deduced solely from a sentiment you have
submitted to the public.”—No. ix. p. 66.

Llow can the humaniaty of Chyist be ‘exalted to an equality
with the Divinity ?

Printed by William Day, 17, Goswell Street.
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QUESTION.,
LimeHoUSE, MoNDAY,JUNE 7, 1824.
Exiract of a Letter.
¢¢ Permit me, Sir, to solicit your attention to the follow-
1rg Question, deduced solely from a sentiment you have
submitted to the public.”—No. ix. p. 66.

How can the humanity of Christ be cxalted to an equalily
with the Dwinity?

SOLUTION.

THE Question is founded on an assertion of my own,
couched in nearly my own words, and enquiries after the
truth and validity of a sentiment which in No. IX. p. 66.
I have submitted to the public.” This is indeed, the
critic criticised: and to which I have no objection, when
the love of truth, with a desire to be led farther into the
knowledge of it, inspires the heart of the enquiring critic :
and as this seems to be the case with the person I am now
about to answer, I feel obliged to him for his criticism,
under a firm persuasion, that the Lord will direct me to ex-
plain myself, in reply, to the perfect satisfaction of all
the divinely taught children of the Most High. The ques-
tion is certainly communicated in an aronymous letter,
{which has always my disapprobation) vet

< [t comes in such a questionable shapc,

That I will speak to it.”
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in defence of the exaltation of riM, who 15 ascended to his
own glory, and yet dwells in the humble and contrite
heart! '

‘The engquivy is not immediately concerning either the
Lumanity or divinity of Christ: but the equalify of the for-
mer with the latter, seems to puzzle the Querist; for the
insertion of which in my publication, he calls me to an ac-
count, aud wishes for cxplanation; and 1 feel it incum-
bent upon me to explain; which T shall proceed to do,
with mach choerfulness and delight of soul, from the pleas.
ing hope, thet it will lave the very desirable tendency,
farther to elucidate the Eternal Divinity of Jesus, while
we survey with eyes of love and wonder, God wearing sur
nature, and in that very nature occupying the throne of
heaven, as God and the Lamb slain ; to ' whom all glory is,
and shall be ascribed by angels, and his redeemed church,
for everand ever! It will be necessary for me, as a ground
for argument, to glanceat the two natures of Christ, before
Timmediately reply to the question. 'The PERsoN of Christ
is ever dear to the child of God. ¢ More precious than
fine gold, aliogether lovely :” amiable beyond every thing
that 1s most amiable! delightful beyond "every thing that
1s most delightful ! Desirable beyond every thing that is
most desirable! And what renders bim so superlatively
precious? The wanderful union of Two Natrures formin
but ONE PERSON.  lmuwanucl, our God, yet our brother
near akin! Able w0 save, for he is Jenovaun. Able to
save ior i.e took our nature, that he might take our sins,
and offer, ior his offending people, a sacrifice for their re-
demption, in the very nature, 1n which the offinces were
committed ; that the atonement might be irrefrustabl
efficacious ! How mysterious the person of Christ! and how
precious ! when the Hely Spirit unveils his glories to a
ransomed sinter ! who can experimentally sing,

¢ He bears our sins ! bekold the flood,
"The sacred crimson tide !
DiviniTy sustain’d the'load,
The HUMAN NATURE died !”
SioN’s Harmony, Hymn 324.

1. It is an EQUALITY not in nafure, for his human na-
cure is still human, and the divine, is still divine, or God,
the Eternal God ! Yet they are oNE, aind both immortally
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eternally, and for-ever exalted above all power, and all
might! He becanie very inan, and was,

1. Conceived in the virgin’s womb, Luke i. 5. Acts iv.
27, 30. and is denominated ‘¢ that Aoly thing born of ner”
—¢ the Hovy child Jesus.”

2. Hc was made flesh ; made of awoman; made under
the law ; was one chosen out of the people : for ¢“in all things
it behoved /iim—he was bound—* to be made like unto
his brethren.”” The word wgaae rendered bekovid, is the
third pers. sing. imperf. indic. mosd, of the verb opurw debeo
to owe, to be in debt, to be bound to one. Ur, reus s,
to be a surety; I am bouud for another. He must, ac-
cording to the covenant of redemption, be made N ALL
THINGS, like unto his brethren, because he was bound to
answer for themn in ALE THINGS. Does justice demand
the sacrifice of the body, he has onc to offer in the stead
of that of the guilty sinner, which is perfectly human.—
Does wrath indignantly pursue the soul ? He has a soul,
also perfectly human, in all things like unto the souls of
his brethren, ¢ made an offering unto death,” to accom-
plish the great work of their salvation!

He answers forthem in «ll things,to justice,law,wrath, thic
world, death and devils! Faith in Christ always pleads his
blood and righteousness before the Divine throne, and inan-
swer to every accuser defies a charge to be brought against
the elect of God (Rom. viii. 34.) for our Infinitely Precious
Surety, in our own nature, and in our world, place, and
stead, has sufficiently, completely, and for ever answered
them all—and answered them by a complete atonement,
made to the eternal satisfaction of Divine Justice, by that
most precious blood, that speaks peace to the coenscience
of the sinner, justified in him.

His real manhood was sufficiently evinced, as it respects
his body, by his being weary—*¢ Jesus being wearied with
his journey, sat thus on the well.”—He also ate, drunk, and
slept for the refreshment of his body. And respecting his
soul he displayed all the mental powers and passions of a
REAL man: sorrew, joy, anger, love, &c. ¢ Jesus wepT”’
at the grave of Lazarus—he said to his disciples, ¢“ I am
GLAD for your sakes, that I was not there,” &c. ¢¢ Jesus
LOVED Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus ;” and we read
of that disciple whom Jesus loved. As the great and won-
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derful Redeemer, he loves all his true disciples with eter-
nal love ; but he loved THAT disciple, and Martha, and
Mary, and Lazarus, with whom he was particularly inti-
mate, as creatures, with the love of the most amiable, en-
dearing and sinless friendship.

And while we thus exult, in his becoming truly man,
in soul and body for our sakes; our exultation is power-
fully enhanced by the assurance, that he was a perfectly
pure and sinless man—holy, harmless, undefiled, and se-
parate from sinners !

But of sinless perfection! alas ! we are scarcely competent
to form an adequate idea ; as we never possessed it; but
are in our carnal nature, the awful reverse. Yet this much
we do know, that it is the opposite of all that can be called
sin, and the perpetual exercise of the most holy obedience
to the will of God, in thought, will, wish, desire, and af-
fections ; and that so undeviatingly, that every moment of
the whole life is devoted to the service and glory of God!
Such was the Jovely Lamb of God, who obeyed tor us, and
in whose OBEDIENCE we stand everlastingly justified !

But because he was made perfectly man, does it follow
that he was nothing more than MaN? Because he veiled
all his Divine Glories in hmman flesh, and took upon him,
“‘the formof a servant,” does it totally divest him of bis roy=
al honors, and nullify his eternal Divinity? No: he is the
Great I am, the Alphaand Omega, the first and the last,
who condescended to bow the heavens, and come down;
‘‘who rode upon a cherub, and did fly, yea he did fly upon
the wings of the wind.” (Psalm xvii1. ¥,10.) He flewon
wings of Divine Love to rescue us from impending ruin,
and to pluck us as brands from the burning! O immeasu-
rable stoop of condescending love! The condescension of
the Almighty! and, therefore,beyond our uttermost stretch
of thought. He took not upon him the natuye of angels,
but he took on him the seed of ABRAHAM. He took on him
as an act of the most astonishing love, our nature! The
heavenly Lover comes dewn to the objects of his Great
Love, and to deliver them from the awful consequences of
sin; nay, from sin itself, he wears their flesh, that he may
take the curse, the wrath, and bear the full penalty due to
their innumerable offences!

And that he is the true God, is undeniably evident,
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1. By his miracles.  In his owN NaME, and by nis own
AUTHORITY, be cast out devils, who trembled before him,
and acknowledged his Divinity, ¢ We know thee, who
thou art—the Holy One of God!” Devils, then, have a
more sound creed than either Socinians or Arians.  The
apostles perforined niracles, but, in the name of the Lord
Jesus.  Without him they could do nothing. But the
Lord himself employed no other name, invoked no other
power, did not even say, in the name of God, but evinces
bis omnipotent power, by saying, ¢* Come outof the man,
thou unclean Spirit.” /,who have heaven and earth at com-
mand, I charge you to come out of him! The mandate
cannot be resisted! the command, however reluctantly,
i1s immediately obeyed! Here conspicuously shines the
OMNIPOTENCE of our Immanuel! (Read Mark v. 1—15)

2. By his sovereign power over man. When a band of
men and oflicers from the chief Priest and Pharisees, con-
ducted by the infamous backbiter, Judas, approached to
apprehend him, ¢¢ Jesus, knowing all things that should
come upon him, went forth, and said unto them, Whom
seek ye? They answered him, Jesus of Nazareth, Jesus
said unto them, I am he—they went backward and fell to
the ground.”—(John xviii. 3—6.) Panic struck, their
courage failed, and they had no ability to take him: which
circumstance evidently displays two important matters,
first, that no man taketh his life from him against his will,
but he ¢¢ layeth it down of himself,” voluntarily and freely
for bis sheep ; and second, that he has sovereign power over
all flesh, which proves his Fternal Divinity.

3. His transfiguration ; when in the presence of Peter,
James, and John, ¢ his face did shine as the sun, and his
raiment was white as the light.” Observe, particularly,
that it was not light shining upon Aim, asin the case of
Sau] of Tarsus, ¢‘ when suddenly, there shined round about
him a light from heaven.” (Acts ix. 3) But bis face
shone. It was his own intrinsic light, the glories of his
Godhead, shining in and through the humanity, as the sun
in his meridian, and bis very raiment was so illuminated,
with his counterance, as to become white as the light it-
self! Who can read this account with understanding, and
call in question, his eternal power and Godhead !

4. He was the grand and adorable object of worship with
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men and angels ; and that at the express command of the
Father; when be bringeth his first begotten inio the worjd,
he saith, ““dnd let all the angelsof God worship fiim.” (ileb,
1. 6.) If then, Christ is not the true and cternal God, Je.
hovah himscif gave an express command to his angels, to
commit idolulry, and all the angels bave to the present day
remained the most horrid ¢dolators / Bat heis our God and
we adore him and fall low at his feet, in worship, pruise,
and prayer !

5. By the testimony of the Holy Spirit, who hath said,
“ No man can say, that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy
Ghost” (L Cor. xii. 3.) His alinighty power ta save, is
revealed to the sinner, who was ready to perish, and he
cries with the assurance of triumphant faith in hwm, ¢ My
Lord and my Ged !

We now attend to the interesting question, Is the Auma-
nity exalted to an EQuavLITY with the Divinity ¢

Not in nature (as I have before observed) for the human
is still human, and the divine is still divine,

But there is a perfect, glorious, and everlasting equality.

1. By virtue of the wonderful va10M between them.—
Which union is misunderstood by professors who bave not an
experimental knowledge aud enjoyment of the beautiful plan
of salvaticn alone by Christ. For it is by virtue of this
uaion that sovereign efficacy in our salvation, flows ever-
lastingly from the man, Christ Jesus. Separate the human
natyre from the divine, and what would it be in heaven,
more than a glorified creaturc? But when the body of
Christ ascended, in cousequence of its inseparable union
with the Eternal Divinity, the triumphant suout of saints
and angels, proclaimed the complex person of Immanuel,
The'King of Glory, who, as God and man—‘¢ the man God’s
Sellow.”  (Zecch. xiii. 7.) ““ God and the Lamb,” fills
his own Eternal Throne: as Toplady has judiciously ex-
pressed it,

¢« His conquest is crown’d with the honors he won,
Hosanna thro’ ail the ethereal groves !
The Gop AND THE MAN, how he fills up his throne,
Triumphautly glorious for ever he loves 1™

2. Itis an EQUALITY of virlue, efficacy, and authority.

1. The virtue of his precious blood : which must be al-
lowed in its intrinsic nature to be human blood; the blood
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of the Lamb which the Lord prepared for tiic offering ; a
Lamb of the flock, one chosen out of the people. ¢ The
precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish,
and without spot.” {1 Pet. 1. 19.) Yet this blood is deno-
minated the blood of God—¢ Feed the church of God,
which he has purchased with A5 own blood.” (Acts xx.
28.) And I would ask, How can it be truly and properly
the blood of God, butby the exaltation of the human nature,
to an equality with the divine, through that union which
exists between them in the wonderful formation of ONE
person, even Immanuel, God with us! And ¢ what God
hath joined together, let no man put asunder !”

2. The power to forgive sins. This is attribut-d to the
man Christ Jesus. (Acts xiii. 38, 39.) ¢ Beitknown un-
to you, therefore men and brethren, that through THis
man, is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins.” But
we should sink into all the blasphemy of hateful popery,
if we believed that a mere man, could forgive sins: yet
the man Christ Jesus could—but how ? By virtue of the
UNION of his humanity with his divinity, and the conse-
quent exaltation of the former to an equality with the lat-
ter. Thus he asserts this prerogative to pardon, Matt. ix.
6. ““ But that ye may know that the Sox oF Man, hath
power on earth te forgive sins, then said he to the sick of
the palsy, arise, take up thy bed, and go unto thy house.”
The piviniry dwelt in, and was interwoven with the maw,
and the MAN in the divinity, and to shew his authority, as
the INcarNaTE Gob, to forgive sins, he works a miracle,
refulgently to display his indubitable Omnipotence!

3. Omnipotent power is ascribed to Christ, the Lord’s
anointed, the MAN whom Jehovai has made strong for him-
sclf, (2 Cor. xii. 9.) < Most giadly, therefore, will I ra-
ther glory in my infirmities, that the Pow kg of Christ, may
rest upon me.” (Phil. iv. 13.) ‘1T can do all things; thro’
Christ which strengthens me.” No person would surely
doubt that Omnipotent power, even the power of God, is
here intended by the Great Apostle, and yet the very word
Christ, implies the anointed man, as well as the Divinity.
Here then we have again, unquestionable evidence of
the exaltation of the man, through the union of the two,
to an equality with the Godhead. ¢ For power belongeth.
unto God.”  (Psalm Ixii. 11.) we are ¢ Eept by the pow.-
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cr of God.” (1 Pet.i. 5.) And this power is ascribed to
Christ. Christ, then is Jehovah, in whom weare exhorted
to trust. (Isaiah xxvi 4.) Trustin the Lord for ever, for
in the Lord Jehovah, is everlasting strength. We know
that ¢¢ Christ is the end of the law for righteousness, to
every one that believeth,” (Rom. x. 4.)and concerning this
righteousness, Isaiah rapturously sings, ¢ Surely, shall
one say in the Lorp, have I 77ghtecusness and strength.)’—
(Isatah xlv. 24.)

4. His obedience, was the obedience of the man for us
men, and for our righteousness: Rom. v. 19. “¢ For as by
one man's disobedicnce, many were made sinners, so by
the obedience of one, shall many be made righteous!” and
yet his righteousness is expressly pronounced, the righte-
ousness of God: (Jer xxiii. 6.) ¢ And this is his name,
whereby he shall be called, the Lord our righteous !”

3. It is an cquality of glorious exaltation, *¢ Him hath
God exalted with his right hand ; a Prince and a Saviour
to give repentance to lsrael, and forgiveness of sins.”’—
(Acts v. 35.)

In the day of his humiliation, he thought it no robbery
to be equal with God: and now exalted in the third hea-
vens, the advocate and represcniative of his people, is
worshipped by all the heavenly inhabitants, as God and
the Lamb, who sitteth on his own throne. (Rev. v. 12.)

I may conclude, in defence of my assertion, ‘- That by
virtue of the wnion of the two natuves, 1n the complex per-
son of Christ, the humanity is exalied to an equality with
the divinity, by publicly and positively averring, that if
the blood of Christ is not divine blood, 1 would as soon
trust my salvation to the blood of bulls or goats, as to his
atonement—if the righteousness of Christ is not the righ-
teousness of Jehovah, it has no more power to justify the
ungod]?’, than the filthy rags of the Arminian’s boasted
merits | If the power of Christ is not OMNIPOTENT Power
he is no more able to save me, than I am to deliver my
own soul from death ! But blessed be his name, we know
his power to save—we know in whom we have believed, and
that he is able to keep that which we have believingly
comnitted to his care—the Lord liveth ! and blessed be my
rock, and let the Gop of my salvation be EXALTED !
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QUESTION,
LimMEnouske, MoNDAY,JUNE 14, 1824,
Is the sanctification of the believer, by the FHeoly Spirit, u
PROGRESSIVE work ¢ and does he grow holier as he advances
tn the Divine Life! If not, what are we to understand by
growing in grace, as expressed by Peter in bis second epis-
tle 11i. 18.

SOLUTION.

SANCTIFICATION is that important theme, which in
its very nature, must ensure me the attention of the people
of God ; as *“ without holiness, no man shall see the Lord.”
Genuine and uncontaminated holiness, which comes from
God, and returns to him, bearing with it all the powers of
the soul in spiritual worship, ardent love, and heart felt
praisc ! There 1s no subject on which real Christians, and
especially young ones, are so puzzled, as on SANCTIFICA-
TION ; from that distinguishing knowledge, which they have
of themselves, and that innate conviction, which the Lord
hath given them, that in their flesh dwelleth no good
thing!

For they cannot but ¢ examine themselves whether they
are in the faith,” through that sense, of the incalculable
worth of the soul, and the necessity of salvation by Christ,
with which the Holy Spirit, has most powerfully impressed
their minds. And alas! when they look inwardly 1u pur-
sait of foliness of heart, they are discouraged indeed ; and
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with fear and trembling, are led to ask, ¢¢ Caa I be one ef-
fectually carusp, and chosen, and faithful! With an
heart like mine, how dare 1 to encourage a hope that I am
sanctified, by the Holy Spirit!” They groan before God,
in the language of NEwToN,
“« When [ turn my eyes within,
All is weak, and vain, and wild;
I5iPd with unbelief and sin,
Can 1 deem myself a child ?”
QOr, with the sclf-abharrence, so well expressed by Mn.
Haxr, the Christian exclaims,
¢« ) wretched, wretched man !
What horrid scenes 1 view!

I find, alas! doall [ can,
That I can nothing do 1

With a view to the relief, liberation, and comfort of such
afflicted complainants, ve will enquire,

I. What is SANCTIFICATION, as clearly revealed in the
volume of inspiration, and experienced by the effectually
called people, who are distinguishingly named, ¢ ¢
Holy People, the Redeemed of the Lord.” (Isaiah Ixii. 12.)

1. The word sanctification occurs so frequently in the
Scriptures, and is so unambiguous in its various applica-
tions, that its signification cannot be well misunderstood.
Spotless purity, uncontaminated holiness, immaculate per -
fection ; flowing from the throne of God and the Lamb,
graciously down to the earth, upon poer unworthy sin-
ners ; whereby they are set apart for the spiritual worship,
and delightful service of God: in which they have fellow-
ship with the Father, and with his Son, Jesus Christ!—
¢¢ Blessed are the puRrE in heart, for they shall see God.”
(Matt. v. 8.) With them an unsearchably Holy God, can
hold communion, and yet be just and righieous ! His ho-
liness is exalted, while grace is administered, and merc
communicated in and through their Great Redeemer, in
whom they are complete! The Greek verb, ayialw used by
Christ himself, (John xvii. 19.} and generally employed
by the Holy Spirit to express our sanctity, will, in its inter-

retation, admit of no acceptation, like tmperfect holiness ;
gut always powerfully conveys the idea of a perfection in
sanctity : ayidlw sanctifico, to hallow, to make Aoly ; from
the theme Ay®-, sanclus, holy, sacred, tnviolable. Hence,
that work of grace is not holiness in part, or, as it has been
termed imperfect grace ! Erroneous expression, dishonour-
ing to the Holy Spirit! for he cannot be the author of an
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imperfect work, or a work mingled with sin ! Besides, the
expression is absurd ; for we might as well talk of unholy
holiness, uavighteous righleousness, as of imperfect sanctifica-
tion ! Seccing sanctification stands oppesite,initsvery nean-
ing to all sin, iniquity and unrighteousness. Hence the
apostle, when describing the new creature, emnphutically
nses the cpithet TRUE— ¢ created in righteousness, and
true holiness,” (Ephes. iv. 24.) diametrically opposite to
and immaculately exalted above, the fulse boliness, and
pretended righteousness of those ¢ whited sepulchres,” the
self justiciaries, who outwardly appear righteous to men,
but within are full of iniquity, and all uncleanness!

2. Sanctification signifies a setting apart for an Aoly use
and intention.  So the Sabbath was oviginally sanciijied. —
““ And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified 1.’ —
(Gen. 1. 3.) So Christ was set apart by our covenant Fa-
ther, as the head of the church, and her complete Re-
deemer: ‘“ Say ye of him whom the Father hath sunctified,
and sent into the world, thou blasphemest ?” (John x. 36.)
So Christ sanctified, set apart, or devoted himself to the in-
tarest of his people, “¢ And for their sakes, | sanctify my-
self.”  (John xvii. 19.)

3. The sanctification of the church of Christ consists,
First, in their being set apart by an act of free grace election,
and by their adoption, whereby they became the sons and
daughters of God Almighty, in an everlasting covenant.—
How gloriously the engagements of the Eternal Three, and
their distinct acts of grace and woaderful love, are exhibit-
ed and unfurled by Jude. (verse 1.) ¢ To them that are
sanctified by God the Father, and prescerved in Christ Jesus,
and called.” Here sanctification is ascribed to the Father,
in choosing them in Christ Jesus, before the foundation of
the world, that they should be HoLy, and without blame,
before him in love, (Eph. i. 4.) and but for this affecti-
onate act of gracious election, the world would have pos-
sessed No Aolypeople ; its numerous inhabitants would have
all perished in their sins and their blood.” ‘¢ Except the
Lord of hosts had left unto usa very staall rempant, we should
have been as Sodom, and like unto Gomorrha,”  (Isaiah 1.
9.) They were chosen unto holiness, and as the sovereign
design of Jehovah, can never to frustrated, they must
and shall be a holy peaple unto the Lord their God.”” Thus
Jeremiah was sanctified, or set apart, for a great and holy
Purpose—¢¢ Before I formed thee inthe belly I knew thee :
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and before thou camest forth out of the womb, I sancri-
FIED thee, and I ordained thee a prophet unto the nations.”
(Jer. 1. 5.) And so the apostle Paul was sanctified, set
apart, or separated as a chosen vessel unto the Lord:—
““ When 1t pleased God who SEPARATED me from my mo-
ther's womb, and called me by his grace, to reveal his Son
in me.” (Gal. 1. 15.) ’

Second, they are sanctified in Christ: to them, saith the
apostle, who are sanctificd in Christ Jesus, called to be
saints.” (1 Cor. 1. 2.) By virtue of an inseparable union
between Christ and his church, all his holiness, purity,
righteousness, and spotless obedience, become hers," as
much as if she had perfectly obeyed the whole of the law
herself: ‘¢ But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God
1s made unto us, wisdom -and righteousness, and sunctificu-
fion, and redemption.” (1 Cor.1 30.) 'Thus are we ac-
cepted by, and perfectly acceptable to the infinitely holy
God! For both Hg that sanctifieth and they that are sanc-
tified arc all of one! O wonderful union! O unspeakably
precious Christ! My beloved is mine, and 1am his! And
what shall break the bond of our union, sever me from my
Lord, or separate me from from his Jove !

Third. We are sanctified by his blood. For although
cverlastingly holy in him, as viewed in his righteousness by
the Father, the fall polluted every power and passion of the
soul; and born in sin, we were under the curse of the law,
and rendered obnoxious and amenable to offended justice!
(Eph. ii. 3.) ¢ Wherefore Jesus, that he might sanctify
the people with his own blood, suffered without the gate.”
(Heb. xiil. 12)  And so completely are bLis peop'e washed
in that blood which cleanses from all sin, (1 John 1. 7.) that
they are for ever free from all charge, curse, and condem-
nation. (Rom. viii. 1, 34 ) ¢ Christ loved the church
and gave himself for it (17, remark that, though consisting
of a number which no man can number, so complete in
number, and so united in Christ, are the people of God,
that they are considered but one, Christ’s bride, for whom
he gave himself) that he might sanctyfy and cleanse it,
with the washing of water by the word, that he might pre-
sent it to himself a glerious charch, not having spot or
wrinkle, or any such thing” (Eph.v. 25.) So complete
was the atonement, and so truly finished the work of re-
demption, that ¢* by one offering he bath perfected for ever,
them thatare sanciified.” (Heb. x. 14.)
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Fourth. By the holy and ever-blessed Spirit, our teach-
er, guide, and comtorter, the chikiren of God are inter-
nally sanctijicd. ¢ That the offering up of the Gentiles,
might be acceptable, saith Paul, being sancizicd by he
Holy Ghost.” (Rom xv. 16.) ¢ But yc are sanctificd, but
ye are justified in the name of the Lord Josus, and by the
Spirit of our God.” {1 Cor. vi. 11.) *¢ Elect according to
the fore-knowledge of God the Father, throngh senctifica-
tion of the Spirit, unto the obedience, and sprinkling of
the blood of Christ.” (1 Pet. i. 1.) ¢ God hath from the
beginning, chosen you, unto salvation, throagh sunctifica-
tion of the Spirit, and belief of the truth.” (2 Thess. ii.
13.) These quotations sufhiciently establish the doctrine
of internal sanctification by the Holy Spirit; which I have
now to treat of, in answer to the question,

Various are the opinions of professed Christians concern-
ing the sanctifying influence, or work of the Holy Spirit:
among the diversity, the following are the most prevailing
and take the lead.

1. The drnuntan, or jfree-willer, strenuously maintains
the doctrine of perfection in the flesh. That grace eradi-
cates the very corruptions of nature, and that such a total
exemption from the in-being of sin is essential to salvation.
The principle scriptures on which they found this opinion
among a varlety of others, are (1 John iii. 9.) « Whosocver
is born of God, doth not commit sin; for his seed remain-
ethin him, and he cannot sin, because he is born of God.”
(Matt. v. 48.) « Be ye, therefore perfect, even as your
Father, which is in heaven, is perfect.” (Ieb. xii. 14.)
¢“ Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which,
no man shall see the Lord.”

2. The modern Calvinists, ov semi-Arminiuns, on the
opposite, believe that the Holy Spirit rectities the powers
of the soul, and put it in the way to perfection, in which it
makes, or should make daily progress in holiness; however
without any hope of obtaining in this world, the object of
its pursuit, perfect purity of heart ! sinless perfection.

‘That the work of grace is an impersect work, and yet
that carnal nature is, in some instances, made better : for
they talk of driving out the Canaanites, one by one, and
making advances in sanctification, or iniernal fholiness, so
that this progression of sanctily, venders them less sinful,
or more holy every day. In defence of which they quote
sometimes, Phil. 1, 6. ¢ He which hath begun the good
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work in you, will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ.”
(Prov. iv. 18.) ¢“ The path of the just is as the shining
light, which shineth more and more unto the perfect day:”
and the scripture referred to in the question, g pet. iii. 8.
with many other scriptures, which seemingly countenance
their sentiments.

3. Butif we scarch into the meaning of those scriptures,
by taking them In connection with their contexts, we
shall find that they really have no such implications, and
that the one party, is as far from the truth as the other,
on the doctrine of spiritual sanctification.

Let us then first glance at the scriptares, quote:d by the
Arminians, as stated above—1 John ili. 9. most bemiti-
tully describes, not the flesh, but the Spirit, the new and
hidden man of the heart, opposite to the flesh, and main-
tuining a perpetual war, un({er the command of the cap-
tain of our salvation, against the corruptious of natuie,
that remain as hostile as ever to God.

for which, we have the words of Christ himszelf; ¢ That
which is born of thie flesh is flesh, and that which is born
of the Spirit is Spirit.” (John iii. 6.) ¢ For the tlesh,
lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh,.
and these are contrary, the one to the other.” (Gal. v. 17.)
Aud when these fwo can be reconciled, united, and made
wne, we shall have some ground to believe something of na-
ture being made better : but not till that is evidently accom-
plished. For the new man, created in truc holiness, can
never sin, for he 1s born of God: and the fiesh can never
be made better; because, ¢ in the flesh dwelleth no good
thing ; (Rom. vii. 18.) as every true believer finds by
painful experience, The new man is perfectly holy, and
completely sanctiied—** perfect, as his beavenly Father is
perfect.” (Matt. v. 48.) Possessing all the holiness, that
God himself can confer upon him, and does seE God; the
goodness of God in the land of the living in Jerusalem:
animated with a glorious hope of dwelling with him in the
world of untold felicities.

We will now just notice the Scriptures quoted by the se-
mi-Armiiiians, or moderate Calvinists ; Phil. 1. 6. speaks
of a ¢ begun work”—which is the workmanship of the Ho-
ly Spirit—the new man in bis infancy; the ‘“ new born babe
who desires the sincere milk of the word, that he may grow
thereby.” But though he is a babe, he is as holy in his
nature, as an adult in Christ. He cannot be tainted with
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s 5 for he is God’s own workmanship, crected in the
soul of the sinner, in direct opposiiion to the old man,
who is all over and altogether corrupt, according to the
deceitful lusts ; too bad, to be mended, too abomninable,
ever to be reformed! Sanctification then, is not the old
creature patched up, and made a little better; but entirely
a new creature; the creation of God.  The work is begun,
and carried on, by the power of the Holy Spirit; and re-
garding its nature, as pure at its commencement, as God is
pure—but the babe will grow as the work is carried on,
in wisdom and spiritual understanding ; in strength of faith
and confidence in God. A natural child would sink in its
infancy, under kalf a hundred weight ; but when arrived
ta years of maturity, and become a strong young man, he
will be able to carry with facility, many hundred weights.
Yet the BABE, notwithstanding its weakness, is a perfectly
human creature, with all the members of a complete body.
Thus the child of God in his infancy, is pure, perfect, and
sinless, in his new nature—but is too weak to bear the
strong things, which the old established believer feeds up-
on with delight : Hence the language of the apostle, <[
have fed you with milk, and not with meat: for hitherto,
ye were not able to bear it.” (1 Cor. iii. 2.)

Bis shoulders cannot bear the weight of afflictions, trials,
darkness, and the hidings of God’s face, with that confi-
dence in Jehovah’s unchangeable love, and everlasting co-
venant, as the ApuLt in Christ, who is strong in faith, giving
glory toGod. Thus the new man, is first a child with weak-
ness, doubts, and fears ; with little knowledge, little faith,
little hope, and hittle confidence in God; but blessed be
the Hoiy Spirit! thatlittleis genusne and pure as the source
whence it issued : and is sufficient for his day; and the
strongest believer has only a sufficiency for his daily exi-
gencies. As it 1s written of the manna, ¢ He that gather-
cd much, had nothing over, and he that gathered little, had
no lack: they gathered every man, according to his eat-
ing.” (Exod. xvi. 18.)

Second, a young man—the work is carried on ¢ to the
day of Christ’—when Christ is revealed inall his bleeding
charms ; in all the fulness and abundance of his grace, as
his Lord and his God. The pay, when perfect love casteth
out all fear, and a blessed assurance of interest in Christ,
fills him with unspeakable joy —The pAY of liberty, and
enlargement of soul, when he rejoiceth as a giant to
run the heavenly race; when he fights manfully and vic-
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toriously against the world, the flesh, and the devil. John
denominates those young men, who thus fight and con-
quer. €¢I write unto you, young men, because you have
overcome the wicked one.”

Third, a father, established in the trath, by a tried ex-
pericnce, and is able to teach others, building them up in
the most holy faith. Thus ¢ the path of the just, is as the
shiniog light, &c.” that shines beautifully before him, with
the truth of his election, adopticn, redemption, calling,
and promised perseverance and glorification.  His interest
in these, testitied by the Holy Comforter, makes him sted-
fast, and unmovable on the rock Christ.  And he grows in
faith and confidence of salvation, all of grace in the Lord
Jesus. He sinks in himself, and rises in Christ. In pos-
session of the truth, as 1t 1s in Jesus, he is ‘“ SANCTIFIED
through the trath” (Jobn xvii. 17.) and under its delight-
tul infiucuce, is entirely devoted to God! casting off all
fleshly confidence, while perfect love casteth out all fear!

He groweth 1N grace—in an experimental knawledge
of the favor, and loving-kindness of his covenant God.—
He is 1n grace, and he knows it. Grace does not grow in
him: For graceis in Cbrist Jesus, and is ETERNAL: con-
sequently is incapable of growth, or of increase. That
which grace is now; it ever was, and ever will remain: like
its fountaing the same yesterday, to day, and for ever.—
Free, sovereign, distinguishing, and everlasting. Hence,
the noble exhortation of Paul to Timothy, ¢¢ Be strongin
the grace, which isin Christ Jesus.” (2 Tim. ii. 1.)

To GROW IN GRACE, then, is to gvow in a knowledge of
self, as a poor sinner, and of Christ as a gracious Savior.

1. That the poor sinner has a body of sin and death; and
the sentence of death in himself: but that the blood of
Christ cleanses 1M from all sin, and frees him from death
and condemnation. Blessed be God for Christ, I need him
more than ever,

2. He grows in a sense of his ewn weakness, that the
power of Christ may restupen him. '

3. He grows iu a knowledge of his own wretchedness by
nature, and is assured, more abundantly as he pursues his
pilgrimage, that he is increasing a debt of love, to Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit, for all the real comfort and consola-
tion he enjoys here, and will be everlastingly indebted to his
covenant God, for that eternal weight of glory, which the
Lord hath prepared for those who love him.
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