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QUESTION.

Livenouse, MoNpAY, MAY 10, 1824,

What is that spirituality of worship, insisted on by Christ
homself, in John iv. 22. and how is salvation of the Jews ?

SOLUTION.

HOW little we know, after every laborious and studious
research, of spirituality, or that doctrine, which is scien-
tifically denominated Pneumatology : for though we pos-
sess immortal spirits ; they are, through the fall, so con-
fined to the earth, that our ideas can scarcely extend, farther
than to visible and material objects: and indeed, when we
are led to make an intellectual effort, to ascend above ma-
teriality, in pursuit of the knowledge of spirit, as distinct
from matter, the wings of our eager imagination soon tire,
and we sink again to our centre, the earth, with minds im-
prisoned in our bodies, and chained to corporeal images,
from which we cannot liberate our thoughts : in fact, when
we pursue Pneumatology, merely as a sublime science, our
comprehension is indebted to material objects, through the
figurative medium of which, we discern in our wonderful
organization, an infinitely more noble part than that of the
body—that we possess an immortal mind, which is ¢ the
standard of man ;” and are constrained to say, with STERNE,
““Iknow that I have a soul, nor can all the books which
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have been written against it, convince me to the contrary.”
But the acute reasonings, subtle disquisitions, and critical
disputations on the doctrine of spirits, 1 shall leave to a
Watrs, a Locke, or a Bacow; while, in answering this
Question, | confine myself to the Pncumatology of the
Sacred Volume; to the spirituality insisted upon, as ne-
cessary to the true worstip of God, by the Lord Jesus
himself. While they are finely, and very pleasingly disa
tinguishing between matzer and spret, be it mine ¢ to dis-
tinguish between things that differ,” as stated and separated
descriptively in the word of God.  And be it my triumph,
and yours, this etening, not only to say, ‘‘ I know that 1
have a soul,” but 1 Auow that 1 have a redecined and an
effectucliy.called soul! redeemed by Christ, regencrated by
the Holy Spirit, and loved with an ever asting love!

For this knowledge, we are indebted to the word of the
Lovd ; and for a comprehension of the spiritual things of
that word, tothe Holy Spirit of amazingly free grace.

1. Spirituality or 1mmat riality, Two of the most na-
tural and obyious ideas, which we can form of a spirit, are,
that it is incorporeal and invisible.  Without bodily parts,
and' invisible to mortal eyes. Consequently we have no
optical nor mensurable assistance in the formation of our
judgment. on this clevated subject.

2. God is a Spirir: whom, not /uwing scen we love, and
believing rejoice, in biin with joy unspeakable «nd full of
glory. Heisan Eternal and periectly lndependent Spirit ;
giving being and life to all creatmes; in his own Essence
DISTINCT froin and INCONCEIVABLY EXALTED ABOVE them
all.  God ovER or aABovE all ior ever blessed ; The only
abject of worship ; and who must be worshipped in spirif
and in truth.  Ke is tucorporcal : for thongh weread of his
arm,his hand his fingers, his cye, hisewr, these are but syme-
bols of his power, wisdom, still, omni-presence, and never-
ceasing attention to his dear people. In his iinmensity of
Essence h. is all eye. and all ear, he benolds the very ma-
nutie of every object, and hears every disiinct sound, thro
immeasurable space!

He is all wisdom, all strength, all understanding ! He
not only possesses it, but he is the thing itself, ¢ Tam ua-
dertanwang.” It you possess a little spiritpal knowledge,
1t was vERIv ED from him ; but he is unsearchable wisdom
itself : Underived, uncreated, eternal! His incenceivable
and soul-overwhelming existence, called, in our language,
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Gon ! And surely no man in his senses, would presume to
be his cqual 5 or to be like #iin! For ¢ who, (saith an inspi-
red writer) is like vuto the Lord our God!”

3. The Howry SeiriT, as a distinet person in the Divine
Essence, 1s so denominated emphatically and distinctively,
because he enters inuistbly into the hearts of his people 1o
create taeir spiritnal, new, or divine nature. But though
wiwesidle his gracious power is very sensibly felt: as sanh
the precious Redeemer, John iii. 8. ¢¢ The wind bloweth
where it listeth, and thou heareth the sound thereof, but
cannot tell whence it cometh, nor whither it goeth: so is
every one that is born of the Spirer. By the most palpa-
ble and nndenjable sensations, we know the impressions of
his love ; but how it is that he operates we see not, nor
can describe.  Yet we might as well presume to deny the
blowing of the wind, on account of its invisibility as the
sin-subduing and Christ exalting work of the Holy Spirit.

4. His work, and covenant office is to create in his peo-
ple a spiritual mind . without which it is impossible to wor-
ship Ged with that spirituality which now forms our theme.
** ¥or to be carnally minded is death, but to be speritually
minded 1s life and peace.”” (Rom. viii. 6.)

A carnal man cannot /ruly worship the Lord. Bat in
order that they may worship him, his people are born of
the Spirit, and possess

1. Spiritual {¢/e, Rom. viil. 1, 2. They feel the weight
and burden of sin, but feel also, that burden removed, by
him who bore our sins on his own body on the tree. 'They
are become dead to sin and the world ; to law terrors, and
all slavish fear of wrath, by the body of Christ.

2. Spiritual understanding, (Col. 1. 9.) by which they
discern the things of the Spurit, that the natural man can-
not receive.

3. The Spirit of adoption (Rom. viii. 15.) by which they
call God their Father, taste his grace, enjoy his great love,
and walk in the light of his countenance! They know the
love which God hath for them, which knowledge casteth
out all their former slavish fear.

4. The Spirtt of liberty, 'They are made free by Christ
who hath brought them out of the prison-house, knocked
off their massy chains of unbelief, and led them home to
himself, to range at large over the widely extended plains
of his bleeding love.
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5. SpiriTuAL holiness. They are the only holy peoplein
the world: for the Holy Spirit hath created them in righte-
ousness and frue holiness. True, genvine, heaven-descend-
ed, and heart-felt holiness ; which comes from and leads zo
God}; which tecaches them to ascribe HOLINESS UNTO THE
Lorp! Holiness of heart which looks to Christ for every
thing, and trusts wholly in his sacrifice and atonement, his
precious blood, and everlasting rightcousness !

We are come now to consider the spirituality of worship,
homage, adoration, love, praise, prayer, and thanksgiving,
in which they most humbly, sincerely, and fervently en-
gage before the throne of God and the Lamb. And let 1t
be observed First, that God is the object, the only object,
of their worship, as the Spirit leads them through blood di-
vine, into the sacred presence !

On the great object of all worship, how sublimely the
Psalmist exhorts and directs the people of God: Psalm
xcix. 5, 9. ‘¢ Exalt the Lord our God, and worship at
his footstool : for he is holy.” At his footstool, bow with
self-abasement, and let the Lord our God alone, be exalt.
ed in your prayer, and praise: in your affections and de-
sires ; for he is HOLY; and his holiness is exalted and mag-
nified in your salvation. At the 9th verse hesays; ¢ Wor-
ship at his holy hill ;” that is, at Mount Zion, where you
are most felicitously brought; and where he has com-
manded the blessing, even life for evermore!

2. This worship 1s peculiar to the people of God. For
all other professors of religion, worship égnoranily and
vainly. As evidence, hear the faithful address of Paul to
the Athenians. ‘“ Ye men of Athens, I perceive that in
all things, ye are too superstitious. Foras I passed by and
beheld your devotions, I found an altar with this inscrip-
tion: To THE UNKNowN Gop. Whom, therefore, ye ig-
norantly worship, him declare I unto you.” (Acts xvil.
2,3.) How applicable this is to numerous professsors, I
will leave you to determine, who are taught of God to
worship him in spirit and in truth. For every man who is
unregenerated, of whatever name or denomination, is, with
respect to the love of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, in
our glorious salvation, equally as ignorant of God as the
Athenians,who were in arts and sciences, the most enlight-
ened people then! on the earth ! But another convincing
and more striking proof of this awful truth, presents itself
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10 us, in the solemn address of Christ himself to the more
religiously enlightened JEws. ‘¢ Ye hypocrites! well did
Isaias prophecy of you, saying, this people draweth nigh
unto me with their mouth,and honour me with theirlips, but
their heart is far from me, But in vain do they worship
me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.”
(Matt. xv. 7—9.)

All the ordinances of God’s house, are attended to zea-
lously, and scrupulously ! butalas! they are vainly puffed
up in their Heshly minds ; and imagine that their external
performances are a recommendation to the favor, and will
merit the smiles of God, to their admittance into the world
of glory ! Awful deception ! But the work-mongers of our
age, love to have it so, because they are at eninity with un-
merited grace! They stumble at that stumbling-stone,
Christ Jesus, in whom his people are chosen, and by whom
they are completely redecmed, and saved with an everlast-
ing salvation !

3. But the true worshippers, who worship the Father in
Spirit and in truth, are a people SOUGHT OUT and TAUGHY
of Gob, to draw near to him, through Christ, with the
whole heart engaged in prayer for his covenant favors, or
in praise for mercies already received, and blessings gra-
ciously conferred upon them. The Father gives them an
beart to worship him, he inclines them to seek his face,
and then graciously takes them into fellowship with him-
self, (verse 23.) ¢ For the preparation of the heart in man
and the answer of the tongue, is from the Lord.” (Prov.
xvi, 1.) David found it so by blessed experience, and ac-
knawledged the power of God, ¢ When thou saidst, seek
ye my face ; my heart said unto thee, Thy face Lord will
I seek.” (Psalm xxvii. 8.) The Father first ¢ seeks such
to worship him,” and encourages them to seek his face, or
they would never worship him. He brings them to his
footstool, to his holy hill, to Sion! he administers pardon,
and causeth his face to shine upon them, and they are saved
from their ignorance, delivered from all legal dependen-
cies, and formality of worship. 'Whether they engage pub-
licly, socially, or privately in his service, they are not sa-
tisfied, except their heart is with God—except they hear
their Father's sweet voice of invitation, ¢ Seek my face ;’
and then they answer in a way peculiar to themselves; not
merely with their lips, but their HEART replies, and it is
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only the language of the heart, that has the divine regard
and attention! The broken and contrite feart alone, in eve-
ry department of his worship, is the acceptable sacrifice of
our Go:l! '

4. Thoy worship in spirit and in ¢ruth  Hence the ab-
solute impossiuvility for an unregenerated man to worship
God. He is altogether carnal, dead ia sin, and alienated
from the ///¢ of God through the ignorance thereisin him!
'The soul that worships in spirit, is born of the Spivit, has
received the Spirit of Christ, (Rom. viii. 9 ) and spiritually
enters into th: vuth, which the natural man carnot re-
ceive. (1 Cor. ii. 12—186.) v

He worships with the spurit of faith, hope, love, and
strong confidence in God. The promises are regarded
by Lim, not as those of man, who may violate his word,
but of God who cannot lie! Whose exceedingly great and
precious promises are yea and amen, in Christ Jesus, to
the glory of his covenant Father! And this delightful
view of the promises gives bim boldness to enter the
holiest of all, through the blood of Jesus, where he holds
communion with God, and worships him in spirii—with
his whole heart.  All Lis powers of soul unite to adore his
covenant God. The will, the understanding, the aifec-
tions, wishes, and dusires of the nrw man, the spirit which
oppuses the flesh, all aspire atter Christ, and in him enjoy
and rejoice in the great blessings of Iiternal Salvation! Sal-
vation all of grace unsought, and never wished for by him,
till drawn by the Father, to his dearly beloved Son. (Jobn
vit. 44:.) He worships in truth ; the Spirit of truth has de-
livered him from error, brought him out of the ¢ refuge of
lies,” where he was attempting to hide himself from the
storm of divine wrath, That is, from his Arminianism,
and iegal hopes of salvation, and has graciously led him to.
JEsus, the way, the TRUTH, and the hfe. He knows the
truth of the Scriptures by expcrience--by what the Lord
hath tanght him—and rejoices that they testily of Chnist,
(John v. 39.) which testimony is confirmed in him by the
Spirit, who hath led bim into all ¢ruth. Error becomes de-
testable, in proportion as truth hecames precious ; divine-
ly guided, he walks in thé truth, leaning on the beloved
of his soul ; and ¢ draws near with a. TRUE HEART, m full
assurance of faith.” (Heb. x. 2%.)

Having described the worshippess, I shall now beg your
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attention, for a short time, to the spiritual wership in which
they are engaged, to their comfort, and God’s glory.

To worstip: whatis it? We bave the word worship,”
from the Saxon worthscipe, udoration.” (D=n. Asu.) The
Greek verb employed in this 4th chapter of John, by Christ
himself, mpooxvne, has at least three acceptations.

1. It is rendered by the Latin, oscular, to kiss, to em-
brace. - So the church, when she finds him without, in his
public worship, kisses the beloved of her soul, who s asa
brother, that sucked the breasts of her mother, the covenant
of grace (Soloman’s Song, viii. 1.}

2. ddoro, To pray unto, to beseech, to adore. They
pray with the Spirit and with understanding also. So
great is their weakness, and so numerous their necessities,
that they have daily need to pray, and not to faint, and
when prayer is answered, they can but adore the grace, and
magnify Christ, out of whose falness they have received,
and, grace upon grace.

3. Veneror. To honor, to venerate. 'They -ascribe ho-
nor and glory, to Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, to whom
be the honor and glory of our salvation, for ever and ever.
To worship God, then s,

1. Toascribe unto him, all honor and power, according
to the very exalted and spiritnally animated exhortation of
a writer inspired with love to Jehovah: Psalm xxix. 1. 2.
“ Give unto the Lord, O ye mighty ! give unto the Lord
glory and strength. Give unto the Lord the glory due
unto his name ; wogsHip the Lord in the BEAUTY of HOLI-
NgEss.”” With Aoliness of heart, such as the Holy Spirit cre-
ates in opposition to the flesh. Let not carnal nature have
any thing to do with your worship. Stand adoring before
his throne, O ye mighty! ciothed in the holiness of Christ.
Give unto him, O ye¢ wha are strong in bis strength, and
MieuTY through God; give unto him the glory due for
that strength, and all the glory for your election, predes-
tination to eternal life, redemption, regeneration, justifi-
cation, and perseverance to the present moment. 'O may
grace enable us to say with affectionate gratitude, and tri-
umphant praise, *“ Thine is the kingdom, the power and
the glory, for ever and ever, Amen.”

2. Divested of all fleshly confidence, to bow before the
Divine Throne, with reliance on the blood and righteous-
ness of Christ alone, for acceptance with the Father:—
Hence the beautiful description of worship, given by Paul,
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“ We are the circamecision, which worship God in the Spi-
rit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in
the flesh.” (Phil. ii1. 3.)

Think not, O ye deluded Arminians! that God will
accept of you for your prayers or tcars: or on account of
any merit whatever of your own! Alas! would he, you
possess none ; for your righteousnesses are as filthy rags:
be it known unto you, that sinners are accepted only in
Christ, the beloved ; and those who worship God in Spirit
and in truth, rejoice alone in him, before whom they hum-
bly bow, and ascribe, ‘¢ Blessing, and honer and glory,
and power, to him that sits upon the throne, and to the
Lamb for ever !’

3. To love and adore the Lord, approaching him with
filial fear, and voluntary submission to his all-wise, un-
erring and gracious will. Saying, from the sweetest sen-
sations, I will love thee, O Lord my strength!

Before I dismiss the subject, I feel it incumbent on me,
to answer the latter part of the Question, which maust be
done with much brevity ; fow s salvation of the JEWs?

1. The Messiah was promised to God’s favorite nation.
‘¢ There shall come out of Sion, the deliverer, and shall
turn away ungodliness from Jacob.” (Rom. xi. 26.)

2. Thus born of the Jewish race, ¢ He came unto his
own, but his own received him not.” He came FIRST unte
his own people, the Jews, that prophesy might be fulfilled :
Bay unto the daughters of Sion, behold yourking cometh,
meek and lowly, riding upon an ass, and upon a colt, the
foal of an ass. Hence his reply to the woman of Cana, ‘¢ 1
am not sent, but unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel.”
(Matt. xv. 24.)

3. He was the son and seed of Abraham, and of David ;
hence salvation sprang out of that nation; and bless-
ed be God, extencli)s now, has extended for centuries to the
Gentile nations, and will, till the ends of the earth know
the salvation of our God !

QUESTION FOR NEXT MoNDAY EvENING.
What character is set_forth in the parable of the barren fig-
tree, LUKE XIII, 6==9.
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QUESTION,
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IWhat character is set forth in the parable of the barren fig-
tree, LUKE X111, 6—9,

SOLUTION.

THIS parable is a striking exhibition and declaration, of
the just judgments of God against sinners, who despise
the riches of his grace, by persecuting his ministering ser-
vants, and by opposing and endeavoring to hinder the pro-
gress of the gospel, by misrepresentations of, and malig-
nant accusations against its pure, peaceable, and Christ-
glorifying doctrines of free grace and bleeding love. The
character here primarily designed, and immediately spo-
ken to, by Christ, we may learn from the context; in
which he calls upon the posterity of his ancient people the
Jews, to repent as a rebellious nation, or that the awful
consequences would be their final and total destruction.
That their city would be destroyed, their house left unto
them desolate ; and thatas a nation, they would be desert-
ed of God, and completely annihilated! But I consider,
that THREE DISTINCT CHARACTERS are represented by the
BARREN FIG TREE,

First. The Jews, who rejected and maliciously perse-
cuted their Messiah.

SECOND. A BARREN church of Christ; and
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THiRD, A BARREN believer, or backslider.

All of which answer very strikingly to this parabolical
description in almost every instance.

1. The Jewish nation is principally intended. ¢ A cer-
tain man had a fig tree planted, &c.” The Eternal Jeho-
vah took a nation to himself, which he placed in his own
aumsrwy (ampeluon) or under his own peculiar care and go-
vernment; separated them from all other people on the
earth, and loaded them with distinguishing blessings: gave
them his word, bis worship, his ordinances, and sent unto
them his prophets : was awall around them, their glory
in the midst of them, and a sure defence against all their
enemies !

But alas! How surprisingly awful their ungrateful, and
highly rebellious conduct ! Amidst all their distinguishing
enjoyments they are ‘“a peoplc laden with iniquity, a seed
of evil doers !” What a delineation of the human beart,
without sin subduing grace! and of what we ourselves
should be, dear believers, if not kept by the power of
God : if not preserved every moment by his invisible, yet
sweetly influential mercy! Are we better than they ? No,
in no wise ! Then glorify discriminating grace, and bless
the Lord that he has not only given us his word and wor-
ship, but also sent the Spint of his Son into our hearts,
under whose sweet witness, we cry Abba Father !

And though at various times, vast numbers of the Jews
were cut off, for their national crimes, by immediate judg-
ments from heaven, or by destructive war, Jehovah had al-
ways in the midst of them, an especially chosen few; a
people within a people, who knew, loved, worshipped, and
walked spiritually with the Lord their God: for whose
sake that rebellious nation, was spared through succeeding

enerations, till God had * accomplished the number of
ﬁis elect’” among them, and the appointed time arrived for
the gospel to be taken from them, and given to a people,
(even 1o us unworthy Gentiles) who should bring forth the
fruits thereof, through grace’s intluence, to the glory of
distinguishing love.

As indubitable evidence that the Jewish nation is in-
tended in this parable, read Isai. v. 1—7. ¢ Now will 1
sing to my well-veloved, a song of my beloved touching his
vineyard : my well beloved hath avineyard in a very fruit-
Jul hll.» That is, in Jerusalem.” *¢ 4dnd he fenced i,
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and guathercd out the stones thereof, und pluntcd it with the
chotcest vine, and butlt « tower in the midst of it, and also
made a wine press therein, and he looked that it should bring
Jorth grapes, and it brought forth wild grapes.” This
1s strikingly descriptive of their national privileges.—
““ dnd now, O wnhabitants of Jerusalem, and men of Ju-
dah, judge, [ pray you, betwirt me and my vineyard.
What could have been done more to my vineyard, that I have
notdonein 1t ? IWherefore when [ looked tiat it siould bring
Jorth grapes, brought it forth wild grapes? Jehovah sets
forth in this complaint, most gloriously, his distinguishing
goodness, and their base ingratitude, as a people who were
bound, by all the ties of exalted privileges, to obey the
nationul taws, which the Lord had given them, and the co-
venant which he had made with them as his own nation,
‘The Lord did not look for the fruits of grace: that he bad
‘not given them, or it would unavoidably have produced
corresponding obedience,

“ He came seeking FRuit, and found none”  You will
ask, perhaps. what fruit could they possibly produce with-
out graca! To which I reply, Jchovah had a right to ex-
Eec:l: that they would most scrupulously attend to his pro-

ibition, and avoid all idolutry ; that tney would most de-
voutly attend to his divine mandates; and kindly receive,
the various messages he sent them by his inspired prophets :
he bad blessed them with every external advantage above
all other nations, and had aright to expect from them every
external and practical act of obedience to his revealed will,

For the covenant which he had made with them as a
people, was, indeed, a conditional covenant, that on the
ground of their obedience, he engaged to protect, defend,
bless, and keep them together as a nation : the tenor of
which covenant is as follows : ¢¢ If ye shall despise my sta-
tutes or if your soul abhor my judgments so that ye will
not do all my commandments, but that ye BREAK 3tY co-
VENANT, L also will do this unto you, I will even appoint
over you terror, consumption, and the burning ague, that
shall consume the eyes, and cause sorrow of heart, and ye
shall sow your seed in vain for your enemies shall cat ic,”
&c. (Levit. xxvi. 14—20.) Blessed be the name of the
Lord, that he hath made ¢ a BETTER covenant” with us,
(Beb. viii. 6.) a new, unconditional, and everlasting cove-
nant of grace, in Christ, confirmed by his oath, and sealed
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with Blood Divine! or, if we may call it a conditional co-
venant, the conditions are all on the part of God hinself to
perform, who worketh all our works iz us. Who worketh
in us, to will and to do, of his cwn good pleasure ; and
who will execute all the purposes of his heart, and coun-
¢il of his will, in bringing many sons to glory.

But the house of Israel violated every precept, and con-
dition of their national covenant, and as the BARREN FIG
TREE, brought forth no fruit: but on the contrary,

1. Made void, and transgressed ¢ the commandments of
God by their traditions,” (Mat. xv. 3.) In like manner
the professors of Christianity in this our highly favored na-
tion, are most grievously making void the doctrines of eter-
nal grace, by calling them antinomianisin, and substituting
in their stead, the execrable trash of free-will, creature-
righteousness, fleshly sanctity, and the deceptive appearance
of external picty,or °“ A FAIR SHEW IN THE FLEsH.” (Gal.
vi. 12.) while their hearts are at enmity with God and sa-
cred truth!

¢¢ Shall I not visit for these things, saith the Lord, shall
not my soul be avenged of such a nation as this.”” The
Lord continue our invaluable privileges! For like the Jews
we have been singularly indulged, and alas! like the Jews,
we have most awfully rebelled, and contemned the riches
6f his mercy, as a nation, by a deistical contempt of his
holy word, and an Arminian reprobation of the unalterable
council of his will, and the aboundings of his free grace,
unmerttedly free to the chief of sinners !

2, They stoned, and mal-treated, in various ways, the
prophets sent unto them. And which of the ministers of
Christ, who now faithfully preach the truth of God, and de-
tect error, escape the reproaches and persecutions of the
professors of religion, (not of the carnal part of the com-
munity) of the VERY PROFESSORS OF CHRISTIANITY, in
this day of abounding profession ?

3. They turned to idolatry ; as the Lord complains by
the mouth of Isaiah: ¢ Their land is full of idols: they
worship the work of their own hands: that which their own
fingers had made.” (Isaiah ii. 8.) And that man who now
trusts in, and boasts of his own righteousness, in any way,
or under any pretence whatever, is equally as much an ido-
lator, as if he devoutly bowed down to a God of wood or
stone !
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4. They ¢ fasted for debate and strife, and to smite with
the fist of wickedness.” Their hypocritical fasts ; ¢ their
new moons and sabbaths, the calling of assemblics, 1 can-
not away with, (saith the Lord) it is iniquity, even the so-
lemn mecting.”  (Isaiah i. 13, &c.) For in their hateful
hypocrisy, they disfigure their faces, that they may be
seen of men to fast. Verily (saith a precious Christ, who
reads their hypocritical hearts) they have their reward.”
For in the first place, they obtain here all they wish; the
praises of men.  But in the second place, they are treasur-
ing up wrath against the day of wrath! and, if grace pre-
vent not, wili obtain for themselves a dismal hell !

5. ‘They oPPRESSED THE POOR,whose grievances,not only
cried in the ears of the Lord of Hosts for redress, but as
loudly cried for vengeance and destruction upon those
rich, opulent, proud, and hard hearted professors, that
constituted a nation of hypocrites, detestable in the eyes
of him, who, in his tender mercy, is the friend of the poor,
a father to the fatherless, and a husband to the widow !

“ Then saud he unto the Apmansprss (Ampelourgés) the
Zatherer of grapes, the vine-dresser, (whose incumbent dut
it was, to see that the vineyard brought forth fruit) Behold,
these three years, 1 come secking fruit on this fig_tree, and
Sind none,” &c. How admirably this character illustrates
the covenant undertakings of Christ, who was bound to ren-
der his own peculiar vineyard, his beloved church, not
only fruitful in every good word and work, but to present
her before the throune of his Father, with all the holiness of
his own obedience, and all the odoriferous perfumes of his
sacrifice of bleeding love; more grateful and delicious,
than the nectarcous sweetness and luscious fruits of the
most fertile vineyard, when gathered in and presented to
its proprietor.

And although the Jewish nation at large, was not under
his peculiar and gracious care, they were under his govern-
ment, who had power oyer all flesh ; and who, as the sE-
COND person in the Trinity of Eternal Love! In the in-
create and boundless Essence, was in the council of Jeho-
vah, (to speak humanly) consulted as to the rebellious and
wretched state of the Jews: when justice indignantly cried,
“ Cut it down, Why cumbereth it the ground?” Saith love
divine, we will plant another fig-tree in its place; the Gen-
dales shall live a life of faith on Christ, ¢ Iwill call them my
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people, who were not my people ; and  her beloved which
was not beloved.” (Rom. ix. 25.) But the wine dresser,
yet intercedes in behalf of the barren fig tree; or Christ,
the blessed Messiah, in behalf of that rebellious nation, and
this he does, that the purposes of Jehovah may be accom-
plished. He must make his appearance in the flesh, prior
to their destruction. Let it be remarked, that he inter-
cedes for them as a nation ; as if he had said, they cer-
tainly have killed thy prophets, and digged down thineal.
tars, mutilated thy word and ordinances; but send thy
Son : it may be ¢ they will reversnce thy son.” I will go
down, according to covenant.determination, and in their
flesh, as the Great Prophet, thou, O Father! hast promised
them, will rebuke, and call upon them to repent of their
superstition, hypocrisy, malice against thy proplits, and
their every national iniquity : aud to this rep-atance alone,
and not to that individual and secret repentance, which is
the Spirit’s peculiar work without the aid of the creature,
did Christ exhort the Jewish nation. To repent as Nine-
vah repented at the preaching of Jonah; which was evi-
dently a national contrition, and concerning whom Christ
told them, *¢ It will be more tolerable for them at the day
of judgment than for you ; for they repented at the preach-
ing of Jonah, and behold, a greater than Jonah, is here;”
God sent a prophet, a mZnor prophet to them, but to you,
he has sent his own Son, whomn you represent as Beclzebub,
and seek to destroy ! you go about to kill me, because 1
have told you the truth!

« These three years,” &e. By which we must evidently
see the long-suffering of Jehovah, toward bis select nation,
Three distinct dispensations, or rather economies of worship,
we are here to understand.

1. That which we may denominate the Maosaic economy.
The giving of the laws, statutes, and judgments ; the deli-
very of the decalogue, and the making of their national
covenant. The offerings and sacrifices, all typical of
Christ, and who was discerned in them, by those who were
blessed with especial faith. Under this economy he led
them through the wilderness, and wrought signs and won-
ders by the hand of Moses: but, notwithstanding all, they
fell into idolatry ; nay, even Aaron himself, prepared for
them an image, to which they bowed. How just is the
complaint of Jehovah, ¢ Forty years long, was 1 grieved in
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the wilderness, with this sinful generation.”—The FirsT
year, and no fruit!

2. He comes the second year—the year of their worship
and government from their entering into Canaan, through-
out their tewple worship, under their kings. And though,
daring this long period, some of the most eminent and
graciously distinguished characters, existed in the Zrue
church, who were useful, undoubtedly, to thousands more,
of whom we never heard, the nation at large were still un-
Jrutful, and God-provoking in their conduct: and even
the greater part of their kinGs, ¢ did that which was evil
in the sight of the Lord.” The second year expires with-
out fruit!

3. The prophetical economy, or t£urd year, glorious as
it was to the regenerated people among them, and richly
as it abounds with the most clegant, gracious and sublime
prophesies of the advent and humility, the sufferings and
death, and the eternal power and Godhead cf the cver-
blessed Messiah, does but erhibit in the conduct of the
Jewish nation, increased, and stil increasing crimes, of
the most aggravating nature! ““ Which of the prophets did
not your fathers stone?” was the condemning interrogative
put home to their consciences, by the all-wise Redeemer.
Asinaviciousindividual, so in the conduct of 2 nation » sin
has an hardening influence; and the commission of one
crime, but paves a way for the more facilitous perpetration
of another, till they drink down iniquity as water! (Job
xv. 16.). 'The third year expires, and the fig tree is still
barren! ¢ Cut it down” is the just command of incenscd
Justice, and insulted holiness; ~ But the ampelourgos still
pleads, ¢ Lord, let it be ylone THis year also.”—The year
of Christ ; the gospel dispensation, ““ 4ill I shall dig about
i gnd dung it.”

L. “ Diz aboutit” To break up, and overturn their
superstitions and traditions, and to cut up the weeds of hy-
pocrisy, by his faithful and detecting ministry. While
some of our smooth professors, with the pretendedly sanc-
tificd tone of universal charity, cry out for the children of
the bond:woman, and say, “’preach the truth, but let er-
ror, and all other people alone—exercise not such condem-
ing spirit,” (as they are pleased to term a holy spirit of in-
dignation again t error) they ought to take, at least a cur-
sory view, of Christ’s ministry. Was it not one perpetual
contention with the religious world? one perpetual detec-
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tion of their deceptions, and exposure of their errors and
hypocrisies * And can we have a better sampler for our mi-
nistry than that of the glorious pattern of all perfection?

fle dug about the barren fig tree, the Jewish church, so
deeply that the spade of truth cut to the very roots of their
lics, and deceptive pretensions to free-will, human good-
ness, and creaturc-sanctification. But all to no purpose!
They maddened against him with the enmity of fieshly re-
ligion, and cried, ** Away with this fellow from the earth, it
s not fit that he should lve.”

2, ““ And dung it.” Dung, or manure, is applied after
digging, afeer laying the roots open, to enrich the carth,
that the tree may produce fruit.  Thus did Christ prove
his Bessiah-ship in their presence.

1. By wiracles, through which the Godhead shone; and
yet they maliciously attribute the performance of them to
the prince of devils!

2. By doctrines, and elucidations of scripture, so won-
derful that many of them were led to acknowledge ‘‘ never
man spake like this man;” they were astonished at his doc-
trines, for he spake with authority, and not as the scribes.

3. He applics to them the manure of exhortations to na-
tional repentance, the very first sentence of his ministry
among them was, ¢ repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at
hand.” This, as I before observed, was a national repen-
tance; agreeing with the exhortation of the apostle, ““re-
pent and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out”
—that your national sins may be blotted out, and that you
may yet be kept together as a people. But their hearts
were hardened, and their eyes blinded; that prophesy
might be falfilled, ¢¢ seeing they shall see, and not perceive;
and hearing they shall hear, and shall not understand.”

4. Thus was their guilt proved, and the justice of their
condemnation confirmed. They put the word of God from
them, and like all persecutors, maliciously ascribed
through the indignation of their hearts against Christ, those
miracles to Beelzebub which they knew were performed by
the finger of God ! Thus, Jehovah justly cut down this bar-
ren fig tree, the Jews; that the Gentiles might be planted
in his vineyard. Then as we stand by faith,God grant that
we may not be high minded but fear! And glorify him,
that he bas blessed our NaTioN with his word, and his
worship !

ADJOURNED To NEXT MoNpAY EvENING.
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What character is set forth in the parable of the barren fig-
tree, LUKE Xill. 6~—9,
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SOLUTION.

THE close of the parable as it represents the Jewish na-
tion is remarkable and serves as additional evidence that
our Dear Lord had that people primarily in view ; for we
are not informed of the fate of the fig tree: it is left stand.
ing in the vine-yard, which might lead us to conclude that
the parable i3 unfinished and incomplete: Was the tree
cut down? Or did it, after the promised attention of the
YINE-DRESSER, bring forth fruit? The parable does not
inform us.

But very frequently, to our contracted view, that which
seems an incompletion in scriptural detail, is its greatest
excellency; and those things which we are ready to deno-
minate blemishes, are Divine Beauties that shine too bright
to be fully inspected by our limited understanding. The
appropriation of this parable to the Jews, as well as its in-
vention, and composition is truly admirable and in which
heavenly wisdom shines! The fig tree is descriptively left
standing yetin the vineyard ; for the Jews were not yet cut
off. Christ, the true vine.dresser, was then in the very act
of digging about it and dunging it—He was thea very
expressively describing their wretched condition, inte
which they had plunged themselves by their irreligion
amidst the highest pretensions to religion, and their pro-
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fane enormities amidst the most splendid professions of
holiness and devouz worship !

But that barren fig-tree was, eventually, cut down. Tie
Gospel was taken g‘om thain, and, O miracle of mercy !
we poor Gentiles succeed them, in the vineyard of grace’s
elorious dispensations !

Think, O ye Christians ! of the unspeakable excellen-
cy and worth of the gospel dispensation ! It enters a na-
tion, a town, or a village, teeming with a thousand exter.
nal advantages and blessings. God, sometimes, for the
gospel’s sake, even confers carthly favours on the inbabit-
ants where it is preached : the people receive those favours,
who are wise enough to attend to the solemn caution, giv-
en them by the Lord of the vineyard: ¢ Touch not my
anointed, do my prophetsno hiarm.” Men cannot, in their
natural condition, ‘¢ gef grace” as the Arminians unwisely
say ; butit.1s a mercy, when instead of persecuting, they
are led to assist with their ezternal aid, in carrying on the
cause of Christ in the neighbourhood where they reside :
that instead of a Jew.like putting the word of God from
them with a proud rejection, it meets with every attention
they can outwardly give; or at least, they take no oppos-
ing steps to hinder its promulgation. The Jews rREsisTED
the Holy Spirit; not in an Arminian sense ; not the ope-
rations of the Spiritin the heart of a sinner ; as if he would
have regenerated them, but they prevented him, and
thwarted his gracious design ! for when g will work, who
can hinder him ¢ but they resisted the GREAT WORK which
the Holy Spirit was carrying on by the instrumentality of
the apostles.

They persecuted the gospel, despised the ministry of
God’s holy word, and blasphemed the name of Jesus '—
Wilfully and maliciously, by wicked misrepresentations,
and diabolical imputations, externally opposed, persecuted,
and RESISTED that powerful preaching, which emanated
from hearts under the immediate influence of the Hol
Spirit, (knowing it to be so) and thereby most awfully
committed the unpardonable sin!

But above all, how thankful ought we to be, who are
not only blessed with the ministry of the gospel, but feel
its power, and can experimentally pronounceit to be ¢ the
power of God unto salvation, to every one that believeth.”
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It hath come unto us, not in word only, but also in pow-
er, and in much assurance, and in the Holy Spirit. O
blessings for ever on that Eternal Spirit, who has led us
to Jesus, and always causeth us to triumph jn him! For
my own part, I cannot bat ackuowledge, this evening,
with gratitude to God, that my privileges are incalculable,
my blessings are all divine ! Christ has washed me 1n his
blood ! and I know it assuredly ! He has tulfilled the law
in my stead—his obedience is as much mine, as if I had
completely fulfilled the law myself; neither hLas justice any
more charge against me, as I stand arrayed in immanuel’s
righteousness, than against infinite purity itself! | am a
vile sinner; but accepted in the BELovED, and my unut-
terable consolation is, that though I am wmortal, and there
is but a step between me and death, when heart and flesh
fail, my God will be the strength of my heart, and my por-
tion for ever! And, O when I arrive in the worid of light,
love, and unfading pleasures, the raptures which will then
employ my disembodied and immortal powers, are incon-
ceivable to me while imprisoned here: but of this I am as-
sured, that Jesus is the glory of the place; bis love, the
song of the glorified inhabitants—and I am equally as well
assured that 1t is glory which awaits me at the hour of my
corporeal dissolution : when the animated lines of SwaIN
will be realized by my unworthy, but glorified soul; when
I shall receive that affectionate welcome from my altoge-
ther lovely Jesus;

¢ Come in thou happy spirit, come

Thou now shalt dwell with me at home

Ye blissful mansions make him room,

For he must stay for ever!
Without apologizing for this digression, I must now,

like the Shulamite, (Sol. Song vi 13.) return from my tri-
umphant ascension of faith, and come down to the barren
fig tree. And what will ye see in the Shulamite? The
company of two armies ; grace and nature, the Spirit and
the flesh. Faith-and unbelief, obedience, and disobedience,
love and hatred, submission to the Lord, and rebellion
against him, occupying the same immortal soul! I must
come down to the barrenness of a church of Christ, and
the barrenness of believers in a backsliding state ; and I
have scarcely a doubt, but we shall, if not immediately
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now, by a remembrance of past days, find ourselves num-
bered with the latter, and highly implicated in the com-
plaint against them.

We consider the parable descriptive of a barrcn gospel
church. By a gospel church, we understand a socrety of
men and women, who, convinced of sin, and brought to
Jesus, have enlisted under the banner of bis cross, to serve
and worship him in spirit and in truth. They renounce
the world, wiortify the deeds of the body, resist the devil
in the strength or grace: and in this holy contention, are
made more than conqucrors through him who hath loved
them. Their grand concern is to promote his cause on
earth, who has done so wuch for them! To accomplish
which, they avc zealously ¢¢ striming TocETHER for the
faith of the gospel,” and the glory of their God and
King; who is their beauty and strength.  For the beauti:
of their Lord is upon them, and they are mighty throug
God, to the puliing down of strong holds; but their
external beauty and strength, consist in brotherly love,
concord, unity, and peace. A church s constituted, may
bid defiance to sin, earth, and hell, ever to injure 1t
eventually. It has the promise of Christ, that the gates of
bell shall not prevail against it !

But as in the Jewish, so in a gospel church, they are not
all Isracl who profess to be Israclites; for many be called,
to unite under the standard of the gospel, but tew are cho-
seil, to keep the unity of the Spirt, and to worship the
Lord in the beauty of holiness. There is, most commonly,
a church within a church, a little select number amidst the
multitude of professors, whom God himself has taught, and
made wise unto salvation. Consequently, nominal church-
es, when God has called out of them his jewels, will be-
come as the barren fig tree ; bringing forth no fruit unto
God. Asa proof thata gospel church is implied in the
parable, read Matt. xx. i. 15. the very vineyard of which
Solomon sings in his Songof Scngs, ¢¢ Solomon had a vine-
yard ai Baathamon, he let it out unto keepers: (orasinihe
parable, vinedressers) every one for the fruit thereof, was to
dring a thousand pieces of silver.” (chap. viil. 11.) this no
doubt, is God’s extensive vineyard among the Gentiles :
Baalhamon signifying, literally, a populous place, answers
to the Father’s declaration, in covenant, to the blessed Mes-
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siah: “Itisa light thing that thou shouldst be my servant,
to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the preserved
of Isracl, | will also give thee for a light to the Gentiles,
that thou mayest be my salvation, unto the end of the
earth.”  (lsalah xlix, 6.) The keepers are the gospel
ministers, and the thousand picces of silver, the respec-
tive namber of sinners to be brought to God, according
to divine appointment, through their labour in the vine.
yard ; which accords with Christ’s own account: * What
woman having ten picces of silver, if she losc one piece,
doth not light a candle, and sweep the house, and seek
dilizently all she find it?” (Luke xv. 8.) So God, with
the light of his ministry, and of his word and Spirit comes,
and with the besom of his law, sweeps away the refuge of
lies ; and pointing to his blceding cross, gives the sinner
repentance unto life; for thus Christ himself explains it,
by adding —¢¢ There is joy in heaven over one sinner that
Tepenteth.”

Thus a church of Christ is planted, laborers are sent in-
to the vineyard, who delight in their master’s service, and
study the promotion of his interest, as if it were their own.
Indeed, it is their own, as they are made partakers of the
fruit, and fecl their happiness increase, in proportion to
Sion’s prosperity. The trumpet of the gospel sounds
charmingly ; the Holy Spirit circumicises the cars and
hearts of sinners, to hear and ““ know the 30YFUL SOUND i
the glad tidings of great joy ; salvation from sin, earth,
and hell, in so glorious and wonderful a way, that our God
18 JUST in the JusTiFiCcATION Of the UNGoDLY! Salvation
elone by the atonement, obedience, and perfect satisfac-
tion of Christ for all the elect family, as a complete body,
and for every one of them especially and individually ;
which the Lord, the Spirit, makes manifest in their effec-
tual calling. Such a spiritual church, cannot but bring
forth fruits unto God; which fruits I might enumerate, by
shewing you from the sacred volume;

1. That they produce the fruit of faith; cleaving to the
Lord with full purpose of heart; and are enabled to trust
n him, and rely on his word of grace and promise, with
:l unshaking confidence and integrity, peculiar to them-

ves.

2. Of love, to Father, Son, and Spirit; to the word and
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ways of their covenant God; and to the brethren, who
have given testimony to the truth, by the declaration of
their faith and love. The fruit of love is delightful to the
Lord of the vineyard, as an immediate fulfilment of the
NEW COMMANDMENT which he has given to his people, that
they SHOULD LOVE ONE ANOTHER.

3. This NEw COMMANDMENT, or NEW LAW, is produe.
tive of a great variety of the most precious fruits; for if
the LovE of God is once shed abroad in the heart, all other
graces, and acts of cheerful obedience will freely issue from
it, like so many chrystal streams from a perpetually over-
flowing fountain, :

Hear the apostle’s beautiful description; ¢ The fruit of
the Spirit is love, (then the blissful emanation of) joy,
peace, long suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meek-
ness, temperance ; against such there is no law.” (Gal.
v. 22, 23.)

But when God has gathered in his precious fruit, thro’
the labors of his vine-dressers : the fruit of Christ’s atone-
ment ; the travail of his soul; his beloved people; and
nominal members principally form the church, who are
destitute of the life of godliness, no fruit can, or will be
brought forth to God. And when a c¢hurch is thus become
the barren fig tree, the following signs may be expected,

1. A departure from the truth, in its siplicity and pu-
rity, and the intreduction of some egregious error, or er-
rors, which are pleasing to the flesh; this will not dimin-
ish, but, perhaps, increase a congregation, because the
offence of the cross ceases, but there 1s ne spiritual fruit.
Souls are not born again, free grace in its especial dis-
crimination of the elect, is not preached; and above all
other omissions, ovserve particularly, the HoLy Seirir’s
gracious work, that invaluable jewel, in the gospel minis-
try, as it respects a description of it, is entirely omitted !
But how can a man preach the Spirit’s work, except he
himself is born from above? |

2. Mutilating the ordinances of Ged, in conformity to
the world, attempting to make Christianity as agreeable to
the carnal mind as possible, and a total neglect of the most
precious doctrines of the gospel, as stated in the word of
God, lest they should offend the MosT RESPECTABLE! that
is, commonly, in their sense of the term, the most gay and
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carnal members of the church ! Concerning such fruitless
church, God says, ¢ Cut it down, why cumbereth it the
ground?” He does not break them up, as a body of wor-
shipping people, but he gives them up to their own devices,
to the ““ strong delusions,” which they love, ¢ that they
should believe a lie : that they may all "be damned who be-
lieve not the truth, but have pleasure in unrighteousness :’
which unrighteousness consists, not so much in-gross im-
moralities, according to the connection of the passage, as
in the Christ opposing, and unrighteous doctrines of free-
will, self-sanctification, self.righteousness and self-exalta-
tion, (read attentively, the whole of the 2nd chapter of 2
Thess.) which lead to the highest rebellion against the
Lord, and against his Christ ! Against his truth, and the
experimental preachers of his eternal and infinitely free
grace.

But even for such a church, Christ intercedes, where a
few names are among them who have not defiled their gar-
ments—or wherc persons are assembled, out of whose loins
shall spring a sEeD to serve the Lord.

Hence his intercession for the Jews, who are yet spared
as a DISTINCT people; “ Destroy it not for a blessing is in
it I A race shall yet issue from the Jews, which shall say,
‘ Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.”—
\ Matt. xxiii. 29.)

But a real church of the Lord Jesus, sometimes becomes
BARREN. When the members leave their First love, and
become cold and lukewarm : and this frequently proceeds,
(alas! what ungrateful wretches we are!) from losing a
sense of the magnitude and worth of the blessings of the
everlasting gospel. The abundance and continuation- of
those choice blessings seem to invalidate them in our esti-
mation ! How shocking ! ¢ Jeshurun waxed fat—then he
forsook God that made him, and lightly esteemed the
rock of His salvation I Deut. xxxii. 15.)" Truly descrip-
tive of many of God’s own children now, who make light
of the ministry, and gospel-worship of a precious Christ !
Hear the language of Jehovah to sucha church, ¢ Remem-
ber from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the
first works ; or else Iwill come unto thee quickly,and will
remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou re-
pent.” To those churches blessed with sound, experi-
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mental, and laborious ministers of Christ, ¢ 1 would say,
¢¢ estecin them highly in love for their warkssake,” for they
watch for your souls, as those who must give an account.
Study their comfort, their happiness, and let them par-
take of your ¢arNaw things, to the amaunt of a competen-
¢y, that they may honorably pass through the world, and
have good report, as well as evil report.  You may not
always be b essed with them.  But Christ pleads, and his
people are spared as a church. He pies aboutit, and
MANURLs it with his reviving love; and it again bears fruit..
to the glory of his holy name !

We coine now to the BACKSLIDER-—the THIRD CHARACS
TER implied in the parable, and on which, time demands
brevity.

1. lleis a tree of the Lord’s planting, and has brought
forth fruit to God.

2. But he is become barren; for he is a backslider in
HEART : the world has attracted him, and he has seeming-
ly, now, no heart for God—he is turned unto 1pows, that
have his affections and ardent pursuits—he restraineth

rayer before God, for he has forsaken him, the fountain of
Eving waters | —He is fallen asleep; the Holy Spirit sus-
pends his gracious influence, and the corruptions of bis na-
ture lead bun far from his Father’s house !

3. But Christ intercedes; and again exerts his saving
power ; sends forth tte Blessed Spirit, who effects his res-
toration, and melts him down, in the deepest contrition, at
the foot of Calvary; where he ascribes all the power and
glory of his return to the Lord alone; saying, ¢¢ Surely
after I was turned, I repented,” &c. Glory to the Lord,
that he is still proclaiming his grace and love, “RETURN ye
backsliding children, for I am married unto you.” He
who invites, attends the invitation with power, heals their
backslidings, receives them graciously, and loves them

freely !

QUEsTION FOR NEXT MONDAY EVENING.

¢ Besist the Devid, and he will flee from you’—thus the
apastle exharts—but how am I, who am WEAKNESS ilself,
to resist so powerful an adversary ?
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