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God the Holy Ghost, there never was a more wicked
lie, with which the Church of God has been infested, that
has received a more full refutation from the Scriptures of
God, than the human soul pre-existerian tradition wiTh-
ouT a Bopy, which these fablers call the primitive likeness,
the Image set up of old, Jehovak's acquired likeness, and
to which the saints are to be conformed. And if any
preacher or teacher who reveres God’s Bible, has been
so far deceived by the subtilty of the serpent as to drink
in this deadly thing ; it will be due from him as an honest
man, possessing a tender conscience, to glorify God
by confessing his sins: (Joshua vii. 10,) namely, tiat he
has preached a lie: the human pre-existerian lie: for what
the Apostle saith upon another occasion will eq;{tally
apply here; let God be true, but every man a hiar ! (Rom.
iii.4.) Our Saviour isglorified by the truth. And will any
man, in whom is the fear of the Lorp, give the lie to the
Spirit of truth, and the word of truth, under the pretence of
lorifi'mg Jesus? Beware, Oh man! Satan transforms
imself into an angel of light, to puff up vain men with
unscriptural notions and lies, for he is the father of lies:
and it is written, God will send them strong delusion,
who receive not the love of the truth, that they should be-
lieve a lie; that they all might be damned who believed not the
;mt;z, but had pleasure in unrighteousness. 2 Thess. ii.
0, 12.

Having proved from the Holy Scriptures of God the
Holy Ghest, that the paternity and filiation do respect the
divine nature, that the saints bodies are to be raised from
the dead spiritual bodies, because the saints are to bear
the image of the heavenly, and are predestinated to be
conformed to the Image of the Son, that he might be
the first born among many brethren: and having also
proved, that the human soul of Christ WITHOUT A BODY is
a pharisaical tradition, and a lie of Satan’s invention;
that it is not the image set up of old, which, the fablers say,
Jehovah possessed as his acquired likeness; that it is
not the beginning of Jehovah’s way; that Enoch and
Elijah were never conformed to a human soul without a
body! And having also proved from the Holy Scriptures,
that the saints wait for the adoption, the redemption of the
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body ; for the bodies of those saints, whose spirits are with
God; whose souls John saw in vision, under (not before) the
altar,* will be raised spiritual bodies, because they are to
bear the image of the heavenly, and be like Christ’s
glorious body.® 1 hope the reader will allow me to put
him in remembrance, that although every one of the
non-elect in common with theelect have had a human soul,
and have borne the primitive earthly soul image, yet they
never have, and never will hear the secondary image, the
image of the heavenly, which the saints are to bear! But
as the saints are personally made meet for glory, being
born of the Spirit, so the non-elect are personally fit for
wrath, and will bear their own image, for to every seed God
will give its own body: (1 Cor.xv. 38,) the unregenerate,
the seed of the serpent, each sour will have its own
body ; and the spiritual man, the seed of Christ, will have
its own body, to wit, a spiritual body!! Thus,the Sword

* As Jolin saw the spirits of just men made perfect round about the
throne of God, for the spirit returns to God who gave it, so John saw
also the souls of the martyrs under the altar; and heard they were
lo rest for a litlle season, until their fellow servants, &ec. that is,
until the resurrection. (Rev. vi. 11.) Commentators differ in their opinion
upon this mystery. And although they do not agree in the interpretation
thereof, nevertheless the wurds are so far plain that we may truly conclude,
as the spirit of every child of God returns to God the Father of Spirits,
(Eccles. xii. 7, Psalm xxxi. 5, Acts vii. 59, Luke xxiii. 49, Heb. xii. 9,
23,) so the sou! of every child of God rests for a season in security and
prace unlil the resurrection of the body. But the. unregenerated are not
horn of the Spir.#, they have no spirit without guile to returnto God ! As
for their souls, they, at their departure from the body, abide the wrath of
God in hell, (Luke xvi. 22, 23,) and their bodies remain in corruption
until their resurrection, when they will be judged acrording to their
works. (Rev. xx 11, 15.) Birssed are they who hold the mvsTERY op
PAITH in a pure conscience, (1 Tim. iii. 9,) for they believe many mys-
teries through parre, which appear AnsurRD to men who have all the
reason in the world; such as Exod. xx. 4, Hosea i. 2, Ezek. iv. 15, &ec.

® As the body of a saiut is to be fashioned like unto Christ's glo-
ricus body, so we have a remarkahle emphasis in the Holy Scriptures,
laid upon the pursi op CurisT; *“ for no man ever yet hated mis owx
PLESH ; hut nourisheth and cherishe'l it; even.as the Lonp the church: for
we are members of hisx hody, of nis vuesa, anp or mis BoNes, (Eph. v.
29, 30.) And when our Lorp, after his resurrection, appeared to his
Disciples, he said unto them, HANDLE ME AND 8RR, for a spiril HATH NoOT
FLESH AND BONES, as ye see me have, (Luke xxiv. 39.) And as
Christ’s body saw no corruption, so the hadies of the saints will he raised
incorrnplible, like Christ’s glorions holy body!
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of the Spirit pierces even to the dividing asunder of soul
and spirit, to the confusion of the makers of images, for
God doth despise their image, Psalm Ixxiii. 20.

Surely, they shall go to confusion together that are
makers of Images, (Isaiah xlv. 16,) saith the Lord, that
Srustrateth the Toxexs of the Liars, and maketh diviners
mad, that turneth wise men backward, and maketh their
knowledge foolish. Ysaiah xliv. 25.

But it may now be asked, what is meant by the image
of the Son? and what is the likeness in which the saints
are to awake ?

It 1s true, we know not what we shall be; (1 John iii.
2,)nevertheless, we know wn part ; (1 Cor. xiii. 12,) for the
saints are predestinated to be conformed to the Image of
the Son, that he might be lhe first or chief~born among
many brethren: and as the Holy Scriptures are strictly
true, and perfectly consistent, they are not to be made
void with impunity, either by the seductious of men, or
by the doctrines of Devils!

1. As the Saints are to be conformed to the image
of the Son, so the essential Son of the Father, was sent
forth in the ruLness of time, made of a woman, made
under the law, to redeem then, (the elect of mankind)
who were under the law, that they, the predestinated
children by adoption by Jesus Christ, (Eph. i. 5,) might
receive the adoption of sons. Gal. iv. 4, 5.

2. The electaccording to the eternal foreknowledge
of God the Father, (1 Peter i. 2,) being predestinated unto
the adoption of children by Jesus Christ, (Eph. i. b,) are
therefore predestinated to be conformed to the image of the
Son,* for the very purpose, that he might be the first or
chief-born among many brethren. And because they
are predestinated sons, and that they might receive the

* Mr. John Stevens’ doctrine of assumed names is received by all the
Baptist ministers, who call the humnn pre-exvister an lies, harmless things.
The Reader will therefore note, that according to the doctrine of assumed
nomes, the elect are to be conformed to the image of an assumed name!
Surely, it is no marvel, that the God of truth should despise snch a false
tmage, or that such makers of images should go to confusion ! (Psalm
Ixxiii. 10.)  If Mr. John Stevens is vot a fanatic, he will surely, give us
withont any sophistry, the features or likeness of the image of an assumed
anme:— 11 he does not, we may conclude his reason has failed him., C. F.
i 64,



285

adoption of sons, God sends forth into their hearts the
Spirit of his Son, crying, Abba, Father. Gal. iv. 6.

3. And as Christ 1s God’s own Son, and of the same
nature with God the Father, so the children by adoption,
predestinated to be counformed to the image of the Son,
ARE MADE PARTAKERS OF THE SPIRIT oF CHRIST, the Spirit
of his Son, (Gal. iv. 5. 2 Pet. i. 4,) or, they would be none of
kis. (Rom. viii. 9.) And, as they would be none of his, if
they did not partake of Christ's SeiriT, it is therefore evi-
dent, that their filiation respectsthe divine nature ; for both
he that sanctifieth, and they who are sanctified, ARE ALL OF
ONE, FOR WHICH CAUSE he is not ashamed to call them breth-
ren. (Heb. ii. 11.) Dr. Gill observes, ““'Their relation as
‘““brethren, to himn, (that is, to Christ,) is not merely
“founded on his incarnation, but in their adoption;
““ which is evidenced by their regeneration,” that is, born
of the Spirit, “and doing the will of the Father.”” He
also says, ““that Christ is the first-born with respect to
“the saints ; wWHO ARE OF THE SAME NATURE WITH HIM ;
‘ MADE PARTAKERS OF THE DIVINE NATURE, and are sons in
““the same family, THOUGH NOT 1IN THE SAME CLASS OF
“sonsuip.”” Sce Dr. Gill’s comment on Rom. viii. 29,
Christ is the essential and self-existent Son of the Father,
whose human nature was begotten in Mary of the Holy
Ghost; and the clect are sons by adopiion, they are the
children of the resurrection, and are born of the Spirit.

4. As the saints are predestinated to the adoption
of children by Jesus Christ, so they are éloined to the
Lord by OnEe Spirir; (1 Cor. vi. 17,) which one Spirit is
not human, but p1viNe ; for they who have not the Spirit of
Christ are none of his. (Rom. viii. 9.) Stephen, the
martyr, was not only full of faith, but of the Holy Ghost.
(Actsvi.b.) So infinite in humility is God the Holy Spirit,
that he dwells in the vile bodies of the saints, and he will
quicken their mortal bodies, that they shall be like unto
Christ’s glorious body, for they are to bear the image of
the heavenly.

5. The union of the saints to the Lord is described
in the Holy Scriptures, in the following manner—

“He that is joined to an harlot is one body ; for two,
“he saith, shall be one flesh. Bu the that is joined unto
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““the Lorp is one Spirit;” (1 Cor. vi. 16.17.) A com-
munion of bodies is a great thing; but what is that
compared to the union between Christ and his church ;
for oNE and the same Seirir is in both, A man and his
wife are one flesh, but they may be disunited : the body
and soul is one natural man, yet they may be separated
by death ; but Christ and his brethren are inseparable,
for Christ is in his brethren, and his brethren are in
Christ; and Christ is in God, and God is in Christ, for in
Christ's body dwelleth ALL THE FULNESS OF THE GODHEAD Es-
SENTIALLY and MANIFEsTLY. 1n Christ Jesus there isneither
male nor female, for they are allone. When the Scripture
tells us, that the mind of Christ is in us, it inay be fairl

interpreted as meaning, one temper ; but wheu it tells us
of oNE SeiriT, it imports something very high and mys-
terious. To make this appear, the circumstance of the
text, in the Ist Cor. vi. 16, 17, must be considered: the
apostle in this Scripture persuades us, the mmembers
of Christ, to abstain fromn fornication, not only be-
cause it is a sin against our bodies, (v. 18,) but from
three other notives: first, our bodies are the meinbers
of Christ, and shall we make them the members of an
harlot? (v. 15.) And as we are joined to, and one Spirit
with Christ; shall we be joined to, and one flesh with
an harlot? (v. 16, 17.) Lastly, our bodies are the
temples of the Holy Gliost: an(¥ shall we profane that
temple by sinning againstit? (v. 18, 19.) Hereitis
to be noted, that these three motives are fundamentally
comprehended in this one, viz. That we have the Spirit of
Christ in us; this Spirit naking us members; this Spirit be-
ing in us, we are one Spirit with Christ; this Spirit hath a
templein us; therefore upon the account of this Spirit we
should fly fornication. It is also to be noted, that these
motives, which arc fundamentally one, do depend upon
one another; the first is confirined by the second, and
the second is explained by the third; that we are inem-
bers of Christ is clearly confirmed, in that we are one
Spirit with him; and that we are one Spirit with him,
is excellently explained in that we are the temples of the
Holy Spirit; all three motives linked together, make
one great argument against fornication. This being
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the scupe and ovder of the place, the phrase ‘oNE Seirir’
must be coustrued in such a way as may suit to the an-
tecedents and consequents: as to the antecedents, it
must import that Spirit, which makes us members of
Christ: as to the consequents, it must import that Spirit,
which hath a temple in us; either way it must needs be
meant of the Holy Spirit. It is that which makes us
members of Christ: for, if any man bave not the Spirit
of Christ, he is none of his;* (Rom. viii. 9.) ¢ Non po-
test vivere corpus Christi nisi de Spiritu Christi, saith
St. Austin, ‘the body of Christ cannot live but by the
Spirit of Christ;’ that is, no member which hath not the
same Spirit with the Head. Also it is that which hath a
temple in us; ‘Deus templum habet, creatura tem-
plum non habet, saith St. Ambrose, ¢ God ouly hath
a temple, the creature hath none.’—¢ 8t Dews Spiritus
Sanctus non esset, templum utique non ipsos ha-
beret,’ saith St. Austin, ‘If the Holy Spirit were not
God, he should not have us for his temple:’ it being
(as he there urges) no less than sacrilege and an anathe-
ma to make a temple to a creature. Not then the hol
temple which is a creature, but the Holy Spirit who 1s
God, hath a temple in us. 'Thus the order and depend-
ence of things plainly teach us the meaning of the one
SeiriT’ to be, that the same Holy Spirit is in Christ and
believers: nay, omitting the dependence, the words
themselves shew the same thing. One spirit is here im-
mediately opposed to one flesh: when a man and a wo-
man become one flesh, there 1s more than a likeness of
temper; for there are many alike in carnal l;)ropensiti%,
who yet are never so joined as to be one flesh: and if
one flesh speak more than a like temper, much more doth
oNE SeiriT do so: I take it, ‘oNE SpirIT,” is as hich a
phrase as can be to express an intimate union. The
apostle, therefore, doth evidently intend that the same
Holy Spirit is in Christ and believers, which indeed is a
very high and glorious mystery!

Asthe Image of God, in which Adam was created,
does not mean that Adam was made a self-existent God,
but that he was created in knowledge, righteousness, and
true holiness, in which image the saints are renewed:
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neither does the image of the Son, to which the saints
are to be conformed, mean that they are to be self ex-
istent Sons of God, but that they are to be spiritual
sons of God by adoption, and partakers of the Spirit of
God.* For this purpose, Go hath given unto them
EXCEEDING GREAT, and PREcIous promises, beyond all the
gowers of men and angels to conceive, for they are to

e partakers of the divine nature because they are heirs
of God, and joint heirs with Chuist.

As to the likeness. They are to be like God, and
See Him as he is, therefore, they are fo know the Ex-
CEFDING GREATNESs of Gop’s power ; (Eph. 1. 16,) or they
never could know even as they are known; butit is
written, they are to know even as they are known. (1 Cor.
xiii. 12.) And they are to enjoy the EXCEEDING RICHES OF
Gob’s GRACE in his kindness towards them, through Christ
Jesus; (Eph. ii. 7,) and they are to be partakers of the
eternal glory, the Exceepine and ErernaL weight of
glory to be revealed. 1 Pet. v. 10.—2 Cor. iv. 18.

In this time state, we see through a glass darkly,
but then we shall see face to face; now we know but in
part, but then we shall know, even as we are known.
Yea, we are all to be one, as the Father is in Christ, and
Christ in the Father, that we may be one in the Almighty
us! (John xvii. 21.) No marvel, as such is to be our
blessedness, that exceeding great and precious promises
are given unto us, that we might be partakers of the divine
nature, and know the EXCEEDING GREATNESS OF HIS POWER
to us-ward who believe; for otherwise, we could not partake
of the exceeding riches of God’s grace ; (Eph. ii. 7,) or par-
take of his eternal glory. (1 Peter v. 10.) But that we may
partake of the exceeding riches of God’s grace, and of fus
exceeding and eternal weight of glory, we are to know

* The Reader will observe, it is not said, the Saints are predestinated
to be conformed to the Son, but to his Image. The Greek word sum-
morphous, here rendered conformed, is derived from morphe, form. Now,
it is not said of Christ in Philip. ii. 5, that he being (mnrphoumenocs)
PORMED the Image of God; but on the contrary it is said, who existing in
the MmorPHE of God, was RQuaL witH Gop: whereas, Christ’s human soul,
Mr. Stevens says, is the image man; (S.1.123;) and that the nature of
God Aas no ferm: (E. 8. 37,) therefore Christ’s human soul, according to
his erced, could not be existing in the form of God, because, he de-
clares, the nature of God has no form!! This will be noticed hereafter.
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the exceeding greatness of his power (o us-ward who believe,
(Eph. i. 19,) who are humble believers, the followers, or
imitators of God as dear children. |

John, the Evangelist, appears to have been over-
whelmed, when meditating upon the high birth of the
children of God: his worgs could not express what he
apprehended by faith, and what he enjoyed of the love
of God the Father. Behold! saith he, what manner of
love God hath bestowed upon us, the sons of men, sin-
ners by nature and practice, that we, the sons o men,
should be called the sons of God! The last created in
the order of the first creation, and the /ast in estimation
amongst men of reason; for the chief of sinmers, the
Joolish things, are to be the firstin rank amongst the
creatures, heirs of God, partakers of Christ’s Spirit, and
joint heirs with Christ, in whom dwelleth all the fulness
of the Godhead bodily; for he, who was of the seed of
Israel, is over all God blessed for ever. Amen. Rom.
1x. 5.

This subject becomes the more important from this
consideration, namely, that the children of God durin
their time state, in this world, are not of the world ; an
the world knows them not, because it knew Christ not.
And this is their distinguishing mercy! For they know
that Jesus is the king of kings, and lord of lords, the
blessed and only potentate; that by him kings reign and
ministers decree justice, although the whole world lieth in
wickedness. Oh! bow striking are the words of Jesus
to this effect: Unto you it is given to know the mysteries
of the kingdom of heaven ! And they know them to be mys-
teries! But to human reasoners, who believe in a compre-
hensible Trinity, mere professors in religion, this know-
ledge is not given ; or they would not mis-quote, or pervert
the Scriptures; neither would they attempt to estroy
the ystery of God, nor the mystery of faith, by their
depraved reason! (Matt. xiii. 11.) Therefore the prophet
said, “Ah! Adonai Jehovah, they say of me, doth he not
“speak parables?’ Ezek.xx. 49.

Jokn had no sooner declared his astonishment at
the manner of God’s love, as well as at his love, than he
exclaimed, *“ Beloved, now are we the sons of God!”
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yes, for as Christ’s human nature was begotten in Mary
of the Holy Ghost, so are the regenerated children of
God inseparably united to Christ By one Spirit: and
although they wait for the adoption, lzf.» redemplion of the
body, (Rom. viii. 23,) yet they are now, to all intents
and purposes, the pre-destinated and adopted sons of God,
the children of the resurrection. (Luke xx.36.) Butit
doth not yet appear what they shall be ! In truth, there are
no images or likenesses, which we have seen with our
natural eyes, by which it is to be explained. But we
lnow, notwithstanding our sinful reasonable soul opposes
the Spirit of faith, that amidst all our want of confor-
mity to the image of the Son, and the likeuess of God ;
that when the Lord our God shall appear, then the chil-
dren will be like him ; for, it is declared, they shall be
like him, and see him as he is! (1 John iii. 1,2.) Tosee
his face in righteousness and not to be like him; will
be accompanied with misery and woe. To be like hiin
and not see him, wonld be accompanied with sorrow and
disappointment. But the believer will be satisfied,
for he will see God’s face in righteousness and will awake
with his likeness. Psalm xvii. 15,

Reader, the reformers have given us this caution,
‘“If the privy imps of Antichrist, and crafty instruments
“?f the devil, shall attempt, or go about to withdraw you
“ from the TrRue MEssias, and persuade you to believe in
 another, let them not in any case seduce you: but
““ confirm yourselves with the testimony of the Holy Scrip-
““ tures, which are so sure and certain, that all the devils in
““ hell shall never be able to withstand.”” Cleave therefore
to “The Christ of God.” For the Names Jesus Christ
in the Scriptures of God the Holy Ghost, are sometimes
agplied in those Scriptures to a divine person in the
abstract: to which honor, the human pre-existerians
ve%y Justly admit, that their Christ has no right or title!
and as, according to their plain reason creed, God was
not a Creator until he created, neither then, according to
their argument, could Christ be a Redeemer until he re-
deemed, nor God be a Spirit until he inspired. Thus
they depravedly reason; because their faith is founded
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in the wisdom of men, and not in the demonstration of the
Spirit and of power.

Reader, allow ine to say, that 1 have no real plea-
sure in the personal exposure of my fellow creatures: on
the contrary, it has given me pain: but as | have been
compelled to it, by Mr. John Stevens, so his lies I have
faithfully laid open! And it is worthy of remark, that Mr.
John Stevens has surnamed himselt *“ a lover of his creed,”
a creed coutaining niany flies: let him therefore re-
member, that God has immutably decreed, that whoso-
ever loveth and maketh a lie,shall not enter into the heavenly
city.

Y I only add, inay the Lord saunctify us wholly
through the truth, for God is truth, and his word 1s
truth ; that our faith stand not in the wisdom of men,
but in the power of God. (1 Cor.1i. 5.) And may our
whole spirit und soul and body be preserved blameless unto
the coming, (1 Thess. v. 23,) and glorious appearing of the
GREAT Gob even our Saviour Jesus CHrist.( Titusii. 13.)
Amen'!



CHAPTER VI

Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day,
and for ever.

TuERE are none in more awful circunstances than those
persons, who hold the truthinunrighteousness, holding truth
and lies together; for the wrath of God is revealed from
heaven against ALL UNGODLINESS, AND UNRIGHTEOUSNESS of
men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness. Reader ob-
serve, they are said to hold the truth, but to hold it in un-
righteousness : they profess to believe the Scriptures are
strictly true and perfectly consistent, but in their writings
they deny them. They professto believe in the doctrine
of the Trinity, but they declare the Father, Son, and
Spirit are names graciously assumed, (S. D. 28,) and that
hereafter these official characters assumedwill be laid aside as
no more needful. (S.D. 252.) They profess to be opposed
to Antichrist, but they declare the paternity and filiation
respect not the divine nature. (C. F.i. 48.) To conceal
their antichristian features as pictured by an mfallible
hand, namely, the denial of the Father and the Son, they
have made and published the following wilful lie, “ that
““ the Scriptures constantly attribute” (the Son) “ his
““ being BEGOTTEN as to his humanity to the Person of the
«« Father : (C. F. i. 31,) whereas, they well know, that
the Scriptures constantly attribute (the Son) his being
BEGOTTEN as to his humanity to the Person of the Holy Ghost.
(See ante, page 169.) They have promulgated, and they
even adhere to, this wilful lie, to hoodwink their hearers,
lest their antichristian features should be discovered : and
they are even so deluded as to profess believers’ baptism.
They profess to believe in the immutability of God, but
they represent himn as a God that might never have been
what he is, namely, a Father: (3 Let. 17,) and they say,
God began to be a Father, and a Son, and that the Spirit
was so called, when old time first began. (Rhy.) They deny
Christ’s Auman originality asman. They reject the testi-



293

mony of Christ, as to his incomprehensible Sonship ; and
also his testinony to Nicodemus, namely, that which is
born of the Spirit is spiriz. And they have even invented
and promulgated an famous lie to destroy that glorious
truth, namely, that the Son of man was in heaven when
talking to Nicodeinus on earth: (C.F.i.553, 56, 57.) See
ante, page 31 to 34. They reject the testiinony of the
Holy Spirit respecting the image of the heavenly,
which the saints are to bear, namely, a spiritual, immortal,
incorruptible, and glorious sooy, like unto Christ’s, for they
declare that the human soul wiThouT A BODY is the image
set up of old, and to a conformity to this primitive like-
ness, are all the chosen ones ordained.* (S. D. 16, 65.)
Many more proofs of wilful lying, (as Mr. John Stevens
says,) might be given in evidence, by which they have given
the godly ample reason to shudder; (C F.1i.23,) for Mr.
John Stevens has not only made some of these lies, but
subscribes himself, a lover (of them) Ais creed, as theauthor
of Celestial Filiation. By this last mentioned act, namely,
surnaming himself, ““a lover of his creed,” a creed of lies,
I am compelled, as a faithful servant to use great plain-
ness of speech by warning him, and all such awful cha-
racters, who hold the truth in such unrighteousness, that if
““ they receive not the love of truth,” but continue to abuse
and scoff at all who expose the human pre-existerian
lies, to beware, lest that come upon them, which isspoken
of in the Epistie to the Thessalonians; “God shall send
“them a strong, or energetical, delusion, that they should
< believea lie:” (their election,) ““that they all might be
“ damned who believed not the truth,” (as the truth is in
Jesus) “but had pleasure in unrighteousness,” (in another
Jesus.) (2 Thess. ii. 10, 12.) The human soul
pre-existerians are generally allowed to be high in doc-
trine, and to believe in the immutability of God’s decrees!
Reader, be not deceived by such professions: for if they

a [ hope the Reader will from fienceforth be on his guard against
crafty men, for it is common with the human pre-existerians to say, what
they must know to be untrue, that, the only difference between us and
them is, what we believe in God’s purpose, they believe to be in
actual existence!! a falschood equally as malignant against us, as it is
against the truth.
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did truly believe in the immutability of God's decrees, THEY

WOULD NEVER LOVE AND MAKE A LIE, hecause God hath

immutably decreed, that no lover and maker of a lie, (dying

in that state,) shall ever enter into the holy city, the hea-

venly Jerusalem!! (Rev, xxii. 14, 15. xxi. 27.) and what

can be stronger delusion, than for such lovers or makers of

a lie to believe they are the elect? 1 hope my faithfulness,

and plainness of speech, will not be iisconstrued, because

my desire is, to be pure from the blood of all: having an

humble hope, that some may be saved with fear, pulling

them out of the fire: and, that the Perverter of' 1 AM may

judge himself, that he be not condemued with the world:
for sin is a positive evil, and damnation is a positive misery.

“What is truth?’ Itis an important question, fcgr

*“no lie is of the truth. Who is a liar but he that denieth

“that Jesus is the Christ? e is Antichrist that denieth

the Father and the Son. Whosoever denieth the Son the

same hath not the Father, (1 John ii, 21, 22, 23,) And as
lie is a liar that denieth Jah (the self-existent) Saviour

is the Christ: then, ““ What is truth?” This was the

inquiry of Pontius Pilate, but when he said this, ke

does not appear even to have waited for an answer, but

went out! Truth, strictly speaking, 1s that which exists

firmly and unalterably.” It cannot change; for then it
would lose its nature: a lie or error is mutable and vari-

ous; but though it pass throngh numberless forms and

semblances to conceal its origin, for the devil is the fu-

ther of it, yet it can never become the truth. Hence,

truth is not only the foundation and reality of all exis-

tence, but is also infinite existence. There 1sand can be

on‘IJy one infinite existence, comprehending all things,
and comprehended of none; for, could it be comprehended
of any, it must necessarily be bounded, and therefore not
infinite. Here, then, truth appears to be an infinite, un-
changeable, and eternal attribute, which can be applied
to no being, but that which is infinite, unchangeable,
and eternal. It can belong therefore to none but God,
who is his own attributes, and, consequently, that distin-
guished one, TRUTH ITSELF in the abstract. And he is
called the God of Truth, because truth in him, as the
fountain, lows from him into all the creatures, who have
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the faith of God’s elect. According to his name Jehorah,
uE 18! It appears froin hence, that truth essential, and
especially spiritual truth, is applicable only to Deity.
\'\}hatever is {rue, is true alone in God, and must have
somne respect to his excellency and glory. And the pri-
vation of spiritual truth, or (what is just the same) a se-
paration from God, is accompanied with darkness and
error, confusion, and misery, the effects of sin. It is
therefore no wonder that the Psalinist prays to JEnovaH,
lead me in thy truth! (Psalin xxv. 5.) And Jesus is the
truth, he saith, ““I amn the way, THE TRUTH, and the life!”
(John xiv. 6.) And the TruTtH I1s IN niM, and the Truth
he is suPERLATIVELY, and supremELy. (Eph.iv. 21.) Of
consequence, Jesus is Jehovah himself, or he could not
be the T'rutH 1TsELr? And in confirmation thereof, if it
be necessary, 1 may add, that the Spirit of Christ is
called the Spirit of Truth, and the Spirit of God; for
he who is the Spirit of Truth, must be the Spirit of God ;
and he who is the Spirit of God must be the Spirit of
Truth!

Jehovah the God of Truth hath revealed himself,
in the Scriptures of Truth, by a great variety of names;
but these names, very unlike our modern denominations,
are descriptive, not arbifrary. And these names are es-
sentially true of him, for HE 1s what they describe. “Among
““ the creatures, (says R. Barachiel) they and their names
““are two different things; but, respecting the blessed
“God, Ipse est nomen ejus, et nomen ejus est tpse; Him-
““SELF 18 HIS NAME, AND HIS NAME IS HIMSELF.””™ Dr,

* Jesus is a precious name, it expresses our Lorp’s own personal welf-
existence, and his eternal engagement to save his people from tleir sins,
The Hebrews call him; says Dr. Hawker, Jehoshuah; and Oshea the
son of Nun was called Jehoshua by Moses, as a type of Jesus Christ the
Son of the Father in truth and love. (Numb. xiii. 16.) Jxu-osrvan
signifies, the self-existent shall save, or the essence saving. See Pierce
on Hosea. The great name Jen, or Jan, Mr. Parkhurst says, is one

of the Divine names, Jan, the Essence, He wro 1s, simply, absolutely
and independently. The first time it occurs in the Holy Scriptures is
Exodus xv. 2. Jan is my strength and song, or, my strength and song
is Jan, and he is become my salvation, or, fo me salvation. Mr,
Parkhurst further observes,—Our blessed Lord solemnly claims to him-
sclf what is intended in this Divine name (John viii. 58.) Before Abra-
ham was (genesthai) was born Ego Eimi, 1 Am, not was, but 1 Am,
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Owen says, ““ God assuredlyis, what he is revealed to be
“by name ;”’ and to question the truth thereof is atheis-
tical! 1f Adam could give justdenominations to the cattle,
&c.; (Gen. ii. 17, 20,) surely the God of Truth can, and
hath revealed a perfect description of his own nature by
his own names! Heis the (God of truth, he can neither lie,
nordeceive! Hedoes not cheat by assuming names, or of-
ficial charactersasimpostors, oras (upokrites ) stage players®
do for a time, and afterwards lay them aside. The word
truth, in its original language, contains a sense which is

plainly intimating his divine eternal existence. (Compare Isa. xliii. 13.)
And the Jews appear to have well understond him, for then took they
up stones to cast at him as a blasphemner. See Col. i. 16, 17, where the
apostle Paul after assertiug that all things that are in heaven and that are
in earth, visible and invisible, were created (Ektisui) by and for Christ,
adds, and Her is (autss esti) not en, was, before all things (suneseke)
and by him all things have subsisted and still subsist. See Parkhurst’s
Heb. Lex. p. 1567.

Carist or Christos, signifies, (qui inungi polest,) who is able {o
anoint. Secondly. It also signifies, (nnclus) unction or an unetion one.
Christma, unction, the Septuagint have used for the Hebrew name, Messiah
in Daniel ix. 26, Thirdly. It is also rendered (7nwunctus) anointed;
because ‘“‘Jah the Saviour is and was the eternalverily fore-ordained anointed
‘ before the foundation of the world:” (1 Peteri.2C,) and Gabriel foretold
Him to be tre must Hony, who should be ancinted at the end of the seventy
prophetical weeks determined upon the people, &c., as recorded by the
prophet Daniel. (See chap. ix. 24.) Mr. Ambrose Serle says, **What
*‘a prophetic address is made to him, (Christ) in the xlv. Psalm? Thy
*¢ throne, O God! is for ever and ever: The seeptre of thy kingdom
‘“is a right sceptre. Thou lovest righteousness, and hatest wickeduess;
‘““THEREFURE O Gop! (for so it might have stood) thy God hath
‘‘anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thy fellows.”

God the Holy Spirit is called the oil of gladness, (chrisma,) the
unction: and as chrisma and christos signify, unction, would any man,
professing to believe in the Divinity and Personality of the Holy Ghost,
dare to assert that, the phrase or titles, or names *¢Jesns Christ” are
never applied in the Holy Scriptures to a Divine Person in the Abstract;
when they are expressly applied to the Creator of all things® (Eph.iii. 9.
—John i. 1, 3.) The Holy Ghost testifies Christ is all inall: (Col.iii. 11,)
then is it not evident, that sometimes in the Holy Seriptures, the name
¢¢ Christ” is applied to a divine person in the Abstract? 1)o not the human
pre-existerians declare, that Christ’s human nature does not possess
omnipresence or ubiquity! Surely, then, as Christ is all in all, and as his
humanity does not possess ubiquity, therefore Christ in all must be
considered as applied to his Divine Person in the Abstract.

* Hypaocrites,i.e. stage players were formerly considercd, and treated as
idle persons, or vagabonds. They are thus described by Sidney: ‘‘players
“‘placed to fill a filthy stage, where ckange of thoughtsone fool to others shew.”
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recious to a believer, because it is confirmed by his ex-
perience! He has an inlernal as well as an external evi-
dence of the infallible truth of God’s Bible, which all the
reasoners. syllogisters, and logicians in the world, can
never destroy. They may tell him, it is absurd to believe
what appears to them most unreasonable and untrue;
but, having been taught of God, he infallibly knows
his human reason to be so depraved since the fall of
man,that it isa monster in all the mysteries of divine reve-
lation.*“*Believing, or faith,(saith Mr. Wilcox, in hischoice

2 The natural, ( psnchikos) or soul man receiveth not the things of the
Spirit of God, (1 Cor. ii. 14,) i. e. the testimony of the Spirit of God re-
corded in the Holy Seriptures, neither can he believe the divine revelation
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, the Three which
are One, to be ess-ntially true, because it is spirttuanlly discerned. (1 Cor,
ii. 14.) To him an essential son is an absurdily: (C.F.1i. 11,) and
Antichrist is of the same opinion. (1 John ii. 22, 23.) The natural,
{psuchikos) or soul man,/o satisfy his natural conscience, hath recourse to
creature illustrations to c. mprehend the incomprehensible relationship of
God the Father and the Son: and as in the order of natural generation,
Adam pre-existed the birth of his son Cain, becsuse they were creatures of
time; he therefore thinks and affirms, that God the Father must pre-exist
Jesus Christ the Son of the Father, although God is self-existent: and he
therefure receineth not the Holy Ghost's testimony, that the Son of God is
the Rock, upon which, Christ the creator of all things, builds his Church: or
that he is the true Melchisedec, without beginning of days or end of life!
(Heb. viii. 3.) The essential sonship of Christ was to the Jews a stumbling
bock, and it is foolishness to the unregenerate christian, if he may be called
a christian. One of these professing christians, a human pre-existerian, a
Pelugian in his heart, and a freethinkerin his writings, boldly affirms, that
*¢ An UNBEGOTTEN son has no analogy with any thing found in NATURR or
“inGrace!” C. F.i. 10.) This wicked lie, with its true Pelagian features,

“is part of the human pre-existerian plain reason creed. But,as he asserts,
that an unbegotien son has uo analogy with any thing found in nature, why
did he not tell us, what anelogy he found in nature between his began to
be God the Futher with one nature only,and his began to be God the Son with
two natures, that conld not be a Son without two natures? 1f he cannot :
surely,he onght to eat the food, with which he feeds his young rooks, namely,
that as a Father with one nature, and a Son that could not be a Son with-
out two natures, has no analogy with any thing found in nature, it is a doc-
trine, which renders the Bible ridiculous, and the revelation, which God
hath made of himself, to be a lie.

But it may be asked, who has avowed such Pelagian and Infidel
principles? I reply, Mr. Jukn Stevens of Meard's Court, Soho, the Per-
verter of I Am, &c., although he professes to believe in God's election,
predestinativn, and particular redemption, &c. Like all Pelagians, he does
not believe he committed Adam’s sin: (2 Let. 43,) but, he believes,
he had when in his mother’s womb a sinless soul and sinless body.
(2 Let. 45.) And if he does not preach the Pelagian heresy; it is

E
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‘““drop of honey,) is the most wonderful thing in the
“world. Put any thing of thine own to it and tho 9pozlest
“st. Christ will not so much aslook at it for believing.”

Therefore, the man who asserts that “God might have
“been God and never have become a Father, (3 Let. 17,)
“and that Father, Son, and Spirtt are NAMES AsSUMED by
““ the Eternal Three in Det y, (S. D. 28,) when old time
‘““began; (Rhy,) and that these oFFICIAL CHARACTERS
‘ ASSUMED will be hereafter laid aside;” (S.D. 252,) is
antichrist : and if he durst speak out his private thoughts,
he would openly disavow his belief in, instead of destroym o,
by a plain reason creed, * the Mystery of God, and of the
“Father, and of Christ 1" (Col.ii.2.) But in this man’s

very possibie, that, like many other men, he may preach and publish what
he does not believe, or he would not boldly affirm, with the Pe lagians, that
an unbegotten Son has no analogy with any thing found in nature or in grace.
But, for the sake of the Ymmg Rooks, who say, whatever he says, with
all the reason in the world; 1 shall place Mr. Johu Stevens’ Pelagian creed
in juxta position with the faith of God's elect, because his creed will
thereby appear as opposite to the fzith of God’s elect, as error is op-
posite to truth.

Mr. John Stevens’ Pelugian Creed.

““ An unbegotten Sou las nn
““ analogy with eny thing found in
““npature or in grace” And Mr.
Stevens then declares, that the doc-
trine of an unbegotien Son, would
render the Bible ridiculous. (C. F.
i. 10.) A Son unbegotten is a
“ contradiction. We may with
¢ equal propriety speak of an ex-

The Fuith of God’s Elect.

An wunbegotien Son has ana-
logy in grace, for the sous of God
by the grace of adoption are sons
before they are blegotten of the
Spirit.  Eph. 1. 5. Gal. iv. 6.
Rom. viii. 29, 30. An wnbegotten
Son has analogy in nature, for Levi
was an unbegotten Son in the loins

of his great grandfather Abraham:

¢¢ isting effect without an adequate when Melchisedec met him. Heb.
s cauge.” (C. F.i. 46.) vii. 9. 10.

As the above two creeds are evidently opposed toeach other: it is not
impossible, but rome of Mr. John Stevens’ disciples may insist upon it,
that he neither preaches nor believes in this part of the Pelagian doc-
trine ¢ but then I would ask, how came Mr. John Stevens to subseribe him-
self <“ @ lover of this ereed,” and to invent and publish the above wilful lie?
Or how dare he to say, an unbegotlen son made the BiBLR ripicULOUS?
Are not the lovers and makers of a lie under the influence of the devil? Is
it not from Satanic influence, that some profe-.sors of christianity love the
prophetq who pruphesy such lies? And is it not from the same influence, that
some ministers are so deluded, as to call this Lyine pocTrive, harmiess £
or to countenance the lover and maker of such lies? Woe be to the
prophets, who, instead of warning such liars, receive them as members of
Christ’s mvstlcal body ; for in God's lmmutable decrees, itis written, their
Blood will I reguire at their hand. Rzek. iii. 18.
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creed we see the truth of that Scripture the (psuchikos)
soul man receiveth not (with his much reason) the
things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness,
(absurd) unto lam: neither can he know them (with allthe
reason in the world), because they are spiritually dis-
cerned. (1 Cor. ii. 14.) It is, therefore, no marvel,
that he will not acknowledge any part of the revelation
of the mystery of God to be essentially true, which his
deprave(}, reason cannot comprehend. Nevertheless, as
he formerly professed to bea christian, (although without
faith to apprehend the Mystery of God,) heemployed all his
depraved reasoning powers to find out a plain reason for
THE NAMES FATHER AND So~ 1IN Drrry. (S. D. 30.) And
when he had so done, it became very evident, that he did
not believe the mystery of God through true faith: but
with all human reasoners he had to learn, that without

Farre he cannot please God.*
He can acknowledge the doctrine of a triune God,

because he can account for that mystery by the analogy
of the three faculties in one man. (S. D. 16.) But as he

It is an important question, and was put by one who cannot err:
““when the Son of man cometh, shall he find varra on the earth #” (Luke
xviii. 8.) And he, who put this solemn question, answered it, and said,
*“ as it was in the days of Noak, so shall it be when the Son of man cometh!”
{Luke xvii. 26.) Surely, the days of Noah were days of reason; for if
ever the intellect of fallen man from natural causes, could arrive to a
greater degree of perfection at one period of time more than at another, it is
not inconsistent with all the reason in the world that men may believe,
“ @ mullitude of years taught the antideluvians natural wisdom, far beyond
‘¢ their fellows in any future generation.” Let the reader pause over this
solemn subject; and then let him ask himself the important question,
how many were partakers of precions faith, the faith of God’s elect in
the days of Noah? For so shall it be when the Son of man cometh!

Noah was a preacher of the righteonsness which is by faith, (2 Pet.
jii. 5. Heb. xi. 7,) he preached the word of fa/th: (Rom. x. 8,) and there
can be no donbt, but Noak's preaching faith, and not human reason, was
then considered as absurd, as divine revelation is now by the human pre-
existerians ! 1t would indeed be unjust to suppose, the sons of God (Gen.
vi. 2,) who married the daughters of men, did not profess to believe in the
doctrine of a Trinity! And it would be equally unjust to believe, that when
the flood came, the professing church, in that age of reason, had not a
PLAIN REASON why God the Father is called the Father, and aPLAIN REASON
why God the Son is called the Son, as all reasonable christians have now,
who are not accounted (idietai) idiots, as Peter and Jokn were by the
human pre-existerian High Priest and his kindred, (Acts iv. 13,)
who crucified Christ, because he said, God was kis owN FatHER, making
himself equar wire Gobo. John v. 18.—=xix. 7.
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cannot comprehend the record, which God the Father
hath given of his Son, he rejects the divine paternity and
Jiliation with the most marked contempt, saying, “an
““ unbegotten son has no analogy with any thing found in
“nature or in grace;” (C. F.i.10,) that “he cannot
““conceive of such a son by the powErs oF REssON:™
(C. F.i.11,) and therefore, he invented and promulgated
the lie before exposed, namely, that *the seriptures con-
“STANTLY ATTRIBUTE his being begolten as to his humanit:

“to the Person or TsE Farner.” (C. F.i. 31.) Andas he
cannot by all the powers of reason conceive of such a
Son as, the Holy Ghost testifies, is “ without beginning of
“days, or end of life ;" he, therefore, rejects the divine pa-
ternity as well as the filiation, saying, ““the paternity and
““ feliation respect not the divine nature, but the human
“nature as peculiar to the som:" (C.F.i.48.) but, by
so doing, he makes Christ to be a liar for testifying his
Sonship was incomprehensible by any finite being; and
he also makes void the word of God, because, as Christ
had no man jfor his father, and as the human nature of
Christ was begotten in Mary of the Holy Ghost ; it would
follow, that, it neither the filiation nor the paternity respect
the divine nature, but the human nature of the Son, then,
according to this part of kis creed, which the Perverter of
I Am loves, he must positively deny the divine nature,
or the Divine Person of the Holy Ghost! Thus, the Perver-
ter of I Am measures ““the mystery of God, and of the I ather
‘“and of Christ,” (Col. ii. 2,) by the standard of his de-
praved reason : a standard, which has made more infidels,

* The following note of Mr. §. E. Pierce, a highly honoured servant of
Jesus Christ, is worthy of the Reader's remembrance. ¢ Some persons
*¢ conce’ve, they must understand the nature of the divine existence, and
¢ the modus of the personal existence of the Holy Thiee in Oue. Not
** 0, for this is impossible ! We canunt comprehend God! We shall never
““ know any more of the modus of the existence of the divine persons, than b
““revelation! It becometh us to be satisfied, and well pleased with the revela
““lion which God hath given of himself, and with the truth of it, for he cannot
‘“lie. It becometh us to receive it as the Lord hath given it, and becanse
‘“ the Lord hath given it. If we go one step bevond it, we become rea-
‘¢ soners, not believers.  Therefore be content with God’s own word, and
** never attempt to comprehend or explain the mystery, which you are not
*“to comprehend, but to acknowledge is a mystery, namely, the mystery

“of God, and of the Father, and of Christ.”
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sectarians, and schismatics amoungst the professors of
christianity, than were ever known amongst the Jews.

But the Perverter of 1 Am, in support of his Anti-
christian principles, has the temerity to declare, that the
names Jesus Christ, which he calls ¢itles, are never ap-
plied in the Holy Scriptures to a divine person in the
Abstract! This 1s another untruth, which shall now be
exposed : and for that purpose,

IN THE FIRST PLACE, | shall lay before the reader in
Juxta-position, two articles of the buman pre-existe-
rians’ ¢reed, which. upon this occasion, I shall call the
Jirst, and second article,

First Article of their Creed.

“The titles Jesus Christ, are
‘““never applied to a person
“merely divine, nor do 1
“believe the contrary can be
“demcenstrated.”” 2 Let. 34.

“The second person in the
“Trinity could not be our Lord
““Jesus inany other sense, than
‘“as the soul of Jesus was in a
“personal union with him.”
(3 Let. 55.)

““The phrase, Christ Jesus,
“is, 1 believe, never applied.
‘““in the Scriptures, to abstract
“divinity,” 8. D. i66.

Second Article of their Creed.

“ Whatever attribute or perfec-
“tion is in God,is God.” (3 Let.
36.)*“ Divine perfections,as self-
““ existence, eternity, omnipo-
“tence, and the like, are in-
‘*“communicable, they can only
“ be possessed by nature, and
“not by will. Christ as man
“cannol receive them, neither
“can God give them unto him.
““As a divine person he has
“ them, together with the Fa-
‘“ther and the Spirit, but they
 are not seated in his humanity,
“nor used by it. To suppose
““such a thing, is to put the au-
“thor for the instrument he
“made, and is subjecting him
“tothe work af his own hands.”
! Let. 50.

By the second article the Reader will observe that,

the human pre-existerians adnit, < Whatever attribute
““or perfection is in God, is God. (3 Let. 36.) From this
truth, I shall now prove their first above mentioned article
to be a lie of Satan’s invention: and I shall thereby de-
monstrate, what the Perverter of 1 Am believed could not be

2 But, it may be asked, is reason of no use in religious matters ? 1
reply, if there be any right reason in man, it will reject every thing of
mens suppositions, or imaginations, relating to the divine mystery,
which is unsupported by ¢* Thus saith the Lord.”



