SERMON IX.

The Saint’s Extremity, Gop’s
Opportunity.

MaTtT. viiL. 25,

And bis Difciples came to bim, and
awoke bim, [aymg, Lord, [ave ws:
We perifh.

222 S it is the indifpenfable Duty
= of the reafonable Creature to
\f-2 acknowledge his Obligation to
$¥N\ey the divine Bounty for every
a3 Inftance of Kindnefs and Mer-
cy; fo, moft certainly, fpe-
cial Deliverances, and more eminent Salva-
tions call for, and fhould be remember’d
2 with
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with proportionable Gratitude and Thank-
fulnefs. Accordingly we find wife Men a-
mong the Heathen, and good Men in Scrip-
ture, have ever taken particular Notice of
the feveral A&s of God’s Goodnefs towards
them; and many of them have carefully
preferved Memorials of them, the better to
ingage them to celebrate his Praife, and ex-
tol his Name, whilft they have called upon,
and defired others to join with them in this
moft becoming and delightful Service: Thus
it was the noble Language of a truly grate-
ful Mind, in which Facob be-fpeaks his Fa-
mily; Lef us arife, and go up to Bethel ; and
I will make there an Altar unto God, who
anfwer'd me in the Day of my Diftrefs, and
was with me in the Way which I went*. And
it was by a divine Appointment, and in pur-
fuance of an Order from Heaven, that the
Ifraelites were obliged to commemorate
their Deliverance from the Egyptian Bon-
dage in the folemn Feaft of the Paffover,
once every Year. And ® how did My/es, the
Servant of the Lord, at the Head of the
People, whom he had chofen, proclaim the
Glory of the God of Ifrael, in a triumphant
Song of Praife, acknowledging the Mercy
which they had received in the Overthrow
of Pbaraoh and his Hoft in the Red Sea.
And we are exprefly told the Defign of Fo-

3 Gen. 33XV, 3. b FExad. xv.

Jhua |
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Jhua in pitching certain Stones in Gilgal,
was to tranfmit to Pofterity the Miracle of
Ifrael’s pafling dry through $fordan, and
that all the People of the Earth might know
the Hand of the Lord, that it was mighty -,
And thus when a Victory was obrained over
the Pbhilifiines, Samuel the Prophet ereéts
his Ebenezer, with this Motto, Hitherto the
Lord hath belped us®.  And the Time would
fail us were we to recount the various In-
ftances of this Kind we have in the facred
Oracles ; yea, we muft tranicribe the great-
eft Part of the Book of Pfa/ms, were we to
fhow you hoew much this was the chofen
darling Imployment of holy Dawvid, whofe
Soul was peculiarly tuned for the high
Praifes of his God: Bur it’s obfervable, that
he had fome diftinguithing Mercies in View,
when he fays, comforting his Soul in a
Time of AfHlittion ; O my God, my Soul is
caft down within me : Therefore will I re-
member thee from the Land of Fordan, and
of the Hermonites, from the Fill Mizar -,
Nor bave we any one Duty more frequent-
ly recommended or pradtifed by the in{pired
Writers of the New Teftament than this
of Praife, or giving Thanks to God for
Mercices received.
So that you fee we a&t upon the beft of
Principles, and in Conformity to the moft

¢ Julhiiv. 24 ¢ 1 Sam, vil, 12, ¢ Pfal, xlii. 6.
excel-
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excellent and approved Examples ; when, at
the Dehre of a worthy and pious Gentle-
manf, we call you to the Work of this
Day ; which is folemnly to recognize a glo-
rious Inftance of the divine Benignity, a
Miracle, indeed, of Mercy vouchfafed to
him, and others in Company with him, on
this Da ¢ two and twenty Years ago; the
Paruculars of the memorable Story “will be
given in the Clofe of the Difcourfe.

T he Suitablenefs of the Words chofen, to
the Occafion will, appear from obferving
that the Cafes were almoft Parallel, except-
g that the Circumftances of our Friend
feem to have been attended with greater
Difficulty and Extremity. Thé Reafon of
the Difciples applying to our Saviour, with
the Concern exprefled in the Texr, you
have from the facred Hiftorian, to this Pur-
pofe : Our Lord entering into a Ship, to a-
void the Throng of the People who were
prefling after him from every Quarter ; on
a fudden a Storm arofe, and the Wind being
boifterous, the Ship was cover’d with the
Waves, and being ready to fink, the af-
irighted, diftrefled Difciples run to him,
who was by this Time afleep, and haftily
awaking him, cry’d out, Lord, fave us:
ie pamjb Upon which our Lord gently
reproving them for their Unbelief, as if,

£ eoln ijn, Efg; his Majefly’s Conful at Offend,
¢ This Sermon was preached Qamwary 4, 1735
after
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after all the Miracles which they had feen
wrought by him, there could be any Dan-
ger Whilft he was in Company, in the Lan-
guage of Deity, rebukes the Winds and the
Sea, and there was a great Calm ; {o that
the Men marvelling, f{aid one to another,
What Manner of Man is this, that even the
Winds and the Sea obey him ! Now as this
was written for our Inftruction, we may
colle& from it, that the Lord was the true
Mefliah, cr the Prophet, who was to be
fent into the World to teach and fave his
People, which was inconteftably evident
by the mighty Works which were wrought
by him, of which this was one not a little
Hluftrious.

As alfo that he had a Nature fuperior to
that in which he appeared to the Fews, and
was truly God as well as Man ; inafmuch
as he held the Winds in * his fift, and could
at pleafure controul the moft unruly Ele-
ment ; and at the fame Time we may ob-
ferve how wife and kind a Part he a&ted
by his Difciples ; wifely in fuffering them
to be brought into fuch Circumftances as to
ftand in need of his Help, and in which they
muft be fenfible of their Inability to help
themfelves, and at the fame Time, merci~
fully, by laying hold on this Opportunity,
to let them fee how much he was concern’d

b Prov. XXX, 4

N in
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in their Wellfare, and how ready to help
them in every Time of Need. And taking
the Words in this Light, we may obferve in
them,

1. The gloomy and affrightive Profpet
which the Difciples had of immedi-
ate Death, and inevitable Deftruction ;
Lord, fave us : We perifh !

1I. The Expedient which they made Ufe
of, or the Refuge to which they be-
took themfelves in this their Extremi-
ty ; and that was earneft and impor-
tunate Prayer to the Redeemer; Lord,
Jave us. And,

III. The Succefs which attended their
Application to him, though they had
difhonoured him by their Unbelief:
He arofe and rebuked the Winds and the
Sea, and there was a great Calm.

I. 'Then, we have terrible Apprehenfions,
which the Difciples were under of perifhing
immediately ; Lord, fave us: We perifb.

'That Man s born to Trouble as the Sparks
Slyupwards,isaMaxim as abundantly verified
in Experience, as clearly declar’d in Revela-
tion. Sin has introduced a Train of innume-
rable EvilswhichhumanNature is incident to,
in its prefent State of Depravity and Imperfe-
&ion. And asthere are none but,atone Time
or other, have their Troubles; fo good Men,

how-
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however diftinguifhed in other Refpeéts, are
not exempted from Trials, yea, frequently
have a large Share of them and fometimes
are reduced to the greateft Extremity : This
was, doubtlefs, the Cafc of Lof, thatrighte-
ous Man when taken Prlfoncr and carried
away by his Enemies, from whom he had
nothing to look for but cruel Ufage, and
oppreflive Bondage: And what Diftrefs
muft the Patriarch Facob be in, when Ti-
dmgs reagch’d him of his Bronher Efau’s
coming out agamft him with an armed
Force to avenge the Quarrel he had againft
him, on Account of the Lofs of his Birth-
rlg.ht and the Bleffing. Nor is it eafy to
conceive what Anxiety muft {eize the Mind
of Fofeph, when thrown into a Pit, fold to
the Ifhmaclites, and imprifon’d in Egypf,
the Thoughts of what he had loft in a Ba-
nithment from his Father, whom he fo
much lov’d, and of what he had met with
from the Hands of his unnatural Brethren,
as well as the Hardfhips which he fuffered
unjuftly for the Anfwer of a good Confci-
ence towards God: Such Refle&ions muit,
no Doubt, be attended with a great Deal of
Sorrow and Bitternefs. And though the
Lord had thown how much he was concern-
ed for his People Ifrael, when, by a mighty
Hand, and out-ftretched Arm, he brought
them out of Egypz; yet this hinder’d nor,
but prefently afterwards they are in fuch a

N 2 Strait,
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Strait, as to give up all for loft, and to
murmur and cry out againft Mofes, by rea-
fon of their Enemies behind them, the Sea
before them, and the Mountains which in-
compafled them, rendering their Efcape im-
poffible, unlefs a Miracle were wrought 1n
their Favour, And thus holy ¥0, after all
the Account we have of him, i that there
was none like bim in the Earth, a perfelt
and an upright Man, one who feared God
and efchewed Ewvil; this did not fecure
him from Affliction ; but we find him ftrip-
ped of all his Subftance, bereft of his Chil-
dren, the Scorn of the People, and con-
demned as an Hypocrite by his Friends,
with a difeafed Body, a Burden to himfelf,
and to all abcut him. And though Provi-
dence did concern it felf wonderfully for
David; yer how was he- hunted like a Par-
tridge on the Mountains, ill requited and
perfecuted by Saul, for all the great Servi.
ces which he had done for him and the Peo-
ple. And when the dmalakites burne Zik-
{27, and took away his Wives, and the Wives
of all who were with him, wich all their
Subftance, it could not but be exceedingly
aricvous to hear his own Men, who ferved
under him rtalk of killing him ; and how
cutting was the AfHiGion which arofe from
the unnatural Rebellion and untimely Death

i Job i, 8.
of
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of his Son Abfslom. And if to thefe you add
the {piritual Trouble which took Place at
Times, in the Minds of thefe excellent
Saints, on account of their own Backilidings,
the Temptatlons of the Enemy, and the
Hidings of God’s Face, it will then appear,
that as they had their Fears and Fightings
all the Way to Heaven; fo, through much
Tnbulauon, they got into the Injoyment of

: Sq that the Difciples in the Text, were
not alone in their Diftrefs. Danger, Trou-
~ble and ‘Affli&ion, is the common Lot of
Saints, what they are all to expect; as our
JLord fays, In the World ye fhall have Tribu-
lation *. -But that we may give you an In-
ftance or two which comes nearer to the
Cafe of the Difciples, hear how Fonah re-
prefents the melancholy, and, toall Appear-
ance, defperate Clrcumﬁance, into which
he had brought himfelf by his Rebellion
and Difobedience ; I cried, {ays he', by rea-
Jon of mine Afflition unto the Lord, and he
bheard me; out of the Belly of Hell cried I,
and thou beardeft my Vozce For thou badﬁ
caft me into the Deep, in the Midft of the
Seas, and the Floods compaffed me about, all
thy Billows and thy Waves pafled over me.,
Then I faid, I am caft out of thy Sight ; yet
I will look again towards thy holy Tem-
ple.  The Waters compaffed me about even to

k ;[ohn xvi. 33, 1 Jonah ii, e §,

N 3 the
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the Soul : The Depth clofed me round about,
the Weeds were wrapped about my Head, 1
went down to the Bottoms of the Mountains
the Earth with ber Bars was about me for
ever, when my Soul fainted within me, &ec.
"The other Inftance is that of the Apoftle
Paul, and the Company which were with
him ; an Account of whofe Shipwrack we
have in thefe Terms; That there arofe a
tempeftuous Wind, called Euroclydon. And
when the Ship was caught, and could not bear
up into the Wind, we let ber, fays the Apo-
itle, drive. And running under a certain
Ifland, which is called Clauda, we bad much
work to come by the Boat: Whieh when they
bad taken up, they ujed Helps, undergirding
the Ship 5 and fearing left they fhould fall into
the Quickfands, firake Sail, and fo were dri-
ven. And being exceedingly toffed with a Tem-
peft, the next day they lightened the Ship;
And the third Day we caft cut with our own
Hands the Tackling of the Ship. And when
sieither Sun nor Stars in many Days appear-
ed, and no fmall Tempeft lay on us, all Hope
that we fhould be faved, was then taken a-
way ™. And at length falling into a Place
where two Seas met, the Ship run aground,
and the Fore-part [licking faj} resiained im-
movable ; and the Hinder-part being broke
awith the Violence of the Waves, with much

™ Alls 3Rvil, Ffmmm—11,

Difficul-
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Difficulty and Hazard, fome by {wimming,
and others on broken Pieces of the Ship, ¢fca-
ped fafe to Land. Nor can we have a more
ftriking or lively Defcription of a Storm than
what is given by the P/a/mif?, who thus ad-
dreflfes himfelf to his Fellow-creatures ; Ob
that Men would praife the Lord for bis Good-
nefs, and for bis wonderful Works to the Chil-
dren of Men ! They that go down to the Sea in
Ships, that do Bufinefsin great Waters: Thefe
fee the Works of the Lord, and his Wonders
in.the Deep. For he commandeth, and raifeth
the flormy Wind, which lifteth up the Waves
thereof. They mount up tothe Heaven, they go
dotwn again to the Depths, their Soul is melted
becaufe of Trouble. They reel to and fro, and
ftagger like a drunken Man, and are at their
Wits End . And if we take into the Dif-
ciple’s Cafe, a Suppofition that they might
be under the Gnawings of a guilty and ac-
cufing Confcience, and might be affraid of
Hell as well as Death, we need not wonder
“that with fuch Vehemence and Importunity
they cry out, Lord, fave us: We perifb.
Which leads us,

II. To the Expedient which they made
Ufe of, or the Refuge to which they be-
took themfelves in this Time of their Ex-
tremity ; and that was humble and earneft
Prayer: Lord, fave us.

N PRl cvil, 21w 8,

N 4 Prayer
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Prayer is the rcafonable Service and inva-
luable Privilege of a Child of God, a Duty
which he would be in the Performance of
at 2ll Times, but efpecially in the Day of
Trouble; and when it is the Prayer of Faith,
it fuppofes a Conviction of Ged’s Right to
worfhip, of his Capacity to hear, and judge
of our Cafe, of his Power to help in eve-
ry Time of Nzed, and of his Mercy, as
a God reconciled in Chrift, which inclines
him to attend to the Voice of our Supplica-
tion : Accordingly we may reafonably con-
clude, that the Difciples had not applied to
our Lord in their Danger, but as fatisfied
that he was equal to the Inftance of Mercy
which they wanted from him. The Mari-
ners, with fonab, cried every one to his
God, and it can hardly be fuppofed, that
they would have faid, Lord, fave us: We
perifb ; but from a Belief that he could, if
he pleafed, command the Blefling, and fe-
cure the defired Event: Nor in this did
they act a weak or fuperftitious Parc; for
he that made all Things, and wizhvut whom
was not any Thing made which was made :
He that upholds all Things, and by whom
!l Things confift, can certainly fay to the
Winds, Be fi:l/; and to the Waves of the
Sea, Hitherto fball ye go, and no farther :
Nor have any of the Saints, at any Time,
what Affurances foever they have had of the
Favour of God, in fecuring them a comfori:-

able
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able Paffage through this World, and ap
happy Admittance into a better, allowd
themfelves in the Negle& of this Duty;
but being fenfible that he who does all for
them freely, will yet be inquir’d of by them,
they have by Prayer and Supplication, with
Thank{giving, made known their Requefts
unto him, Thus how did Facoh, when
affraid of his Brother, pour out his Soul to
God ;5 O God of my Father Abrabam, and
God of my Father Ifaac, the Lord which
faidft untome, Return unto thy Country and to
tby Kindred, and 1 will deal well with thee: I
am not worthy of the leaft of all the Mercies,
and of all the Truth, which thou baft fbewed
unta thy Servant ; for with my Staff I paffed
over this Jordan, and now I am become two
Bands. Deliver me, I pray thee, from the
Hand of my Brother, from the Hand of Ejau :
For 1 fear him, left be will come and finite me
and the Mother with the Children. And thou
faidft, I will furely do thee Good, and make
thy Seed as the Sand of the Sea, which can-
not be numbered for Multitude °©.  And after-
wards, upon his fending Benjamin into Egypr,
how fervently does he exprefs himfelf ;
God Almighty give you Mercy before the Man,
that be may fend away your other: Brotbher,
and Benjamin : If I am bereaved, I am be-
reaved *. And thus good Hezekiabh, upon

¢ Gen. xxxil, 9——13, P Chap. xliii, 14.

the
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the Receipt of Rabfbakeb’s blafphemous
Letter, went up into the Houfe of the Lord,
and [pread it before the Lord, praying, O
Lord God of Ifracl, which dwelleft between
the Cherubims, thou art the God, even thou
alone, of all the Kingdoms of the Earth, thou
ba} made Heaven and Earth, Lord, bow
down thine Ear, and bear : Open, Lord,
thine Eyes, and [ee : And bear the Words of
Sennacherth, which bath fent bim to reproach
the living God. Now therefore, O Lord our
God, I befeech thee, fave thou us out cf bis
Hand, that all the Kingdoms of the Earth
may know that thou art the Lord God, even
thou only . And {o when Zerab the Ethio-
pian came up againft A/z, with an Hoft of
a thoufand Thoufand, and three hundred
Chariots, after 4fz had fet the Battdle in
Array, he cried unto the Lord his God, and
{aid, Lord, it is nothing with thee to belp, whe-
ther with many, or with them that bave no
Power : Help us, O Lord our God; for we
reft on thee, and in thy Name we go againft
this Multitude : O Lord, thou art our God,
let not Man prevail againft thee *.

And fo when the Children of MMboab and
Ammon, came up againlt Febofbaphat to
Battle, we are told, he feared, and fet bim-
Self to feek the Lord, and proclaimed a Faft
throughout alf Fudab; and ftanding publick-

2 2 Kinos xix, 14, 19, 16, 19, ¥ z Chron, xiv, 11,12,

ly
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ly in the Midft of the Congregation, in the
Houfe of the Lord, he pray’d, O Lord God
of our Fathers, art thou not God in Heaven?
ruleft thou not over all the Kingdoms of the
Heathen? and in thy Hands is there not
Power and Might, fo that none is able to
withfland thee ¢ Bebold, the Children of Am-
mon, and Moab, are come to caff us out of
that Poffeffion, which thou bhaft given us to in-
berit : But, O Lord, wilt thou not judge
them 2 for we bave no Might againft this
great Company that cometh againft us, neither
know we what to do; but our Eyes are up
unto thee ', And thus we find Daniel in a
Cafe of Difficulty and Importance, calling
in his three Friends, Hananiah, Mifbael,
and Azariab, intreating of them, that they
would defire Mercy of the God of Heaven,
concerning the Secret of the King’s Dream,
that he and his Fellows might not perith,
with the reft of the wife Men of Babylon -.
And thus, how importunate was the poor
Woman of Canaan 2 crying out, Have Mer-
¢y upon me, O Lord, thou Son of David;
my Daughter is grievoufly vexed with a De-
vt/ : And how fervently did fhe cry our,
Lord belp me ! And when fhe is told, that
Children’s Bread is not to be caft to Dogs,
how affectionately does the plead, even for
Crumbs which fall from the Table *? And

T 2Chron. xx. 1, 3, 6, 10, 124 * Dan. ii, 17, 18,
¥ Matt, 3v, 22,

our



188  The Saint’s Extremity,

our Lord himfelf, in his Agony, fell on his
Face, and pray’d, faying, O Fatbher, if it be
poffible, let this Cup pafs from me*. And
the Apoftles, when threaten’d by their Ene-
mies, lift up their Cries unto Heaven, that
God would grant unto them, his Servants,
that with all Boldne(s they might [peak his
Word . And ina particular Cafe, the great
Apottle tells us, he befought the Lord thrice.
So that this has evidently been the Prattice
of the Saints in all Ages, in the Day of their
'Trouble, they have run to God as their Re-
fuge ; and the Language of God, in fuch a
Seafon, is, Call upon me ; Seek my Face: In
Conformity to which Dire&ion, the Saints
are a Generation of Seekers, who feek the
Face of the God of Facob. Which brings
us,

III. To confider the Succefs they met
with : He arofe, rebuked the Winds and the
Sca, and there was a great GCalm.

And if you loak over the Inftances before
cited, where the Righteous have lift up
their Cries to God, you will find, that in
each of them he was a God, hearing and an-
fwering Prayer. How was the Heart of
Efau turned to his Brother Facob ¢ and all
thofe Things, which the good old Patriarch
thought to make againft him, how wonder-

* Matt, xxvi, 29, Y Altsiv, 24.

fully
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fully were they over-ruled, and admirably
condu&ed to the Welfare of himfelf and
Family ? Hezekiab prays, and the Angel of
the Lord f{mnites no lefs than an hundred
four Score and five Thoufand of the Ay~
rians; and Semnacherib their King, is flain
by the Hands of his own Sons; and that
huge Hoft of the Ethiopians, upon Afa’s
Prayer, fled, and could not recover them-
felves ; for they were deftroy’d before the
Lord, and before his Hoft. And Febofha-
phat, having pour’d out his Soul before
God, finds his Enemies flain to his Hands;
has nothing to do but to blefs God, and to
divide the Spoil. Daniel, and his Compa-
nions, pray’d in the Evening; and in the
Night Vifion the Secret is reveal'd. And
after all the feeming Repulfes of the poor
Woman of Canaan, fhe is fent away fully
fatisfied, with a high Encomium, O W#o-
man ! great is thy Faith; be it unto thee
even as thou wilt. And the Apoftle tells us,
that when our Lord, in the Days of bis
Flefb, offered up Prayers and Supplications,
with firong Crying and Tears unto bim, that
was able to fave bhim from Death, be was
beard, in that be fear’'d*. And when the
Apoftles pray’d, the Place was fhaken, and
they were filled with the Holy Ghoft, and,
according to their Requeft, were inabled to

® Heb. v. 7.

fpeak
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fpeak the Word of God with great Boldrefs.
Paul befought the Lord thrice, and has for
Anfwer, My Grace is fufficient for thee. And
innumerable are the Inftances of the fame
Kind, which might be produced from Scrip-
ture, and the Experience of the Saints. God
has approved himfelf faithful to his Promi-
fes, by which they have been incouraged in
their Addrefles to him ; only let it be re-
member’d,

1. That God 1s not obliged to anfwer his
People, from any other Confideration than
that of his own Mercy and loving Kind-
nefs ; they have no conftraining Power over
him, nor any Claim or Demand of Me-
rit upon him; was he to enter into Judg-
ment with them, and deal with them ac-
cording to their Iniquities, he might juftly
fhut out their Pravers, and refufe all Help
or Relief in the Day of their Trouble;
whenever he vouchfafes it, it 1s as the Lord
God, gracious and merciful ; for the beft
have deferved, on the Account of their
Tranfgreflions, to be left to all the Mife-
ries of this World, and everlafting Deftru-
&ion in the other.

2. Though Ged has promifed his People
complete Salvation, from all Diftrefs in the
End, yet he has referved in his own Hands
the Time when, and the Manner in which
he will fecure the Blefling to them; nor

will he be digected, or prefcribed to by
2 them,
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them, but in his own appointed Time and
Way, commands Deliverance for them ; he
has promifed, indeced, when they pafs
through the Water, he will be with them,
and threvgh the Rivers, they fhall not over-
flow them ; when they walk through the
Fire, they thall not be burned ; nor will he
ever totally leave or forfake them, his ever-
lafting Arms will be underneath them for
their Support; and when it is moft for his
Glory, and their Good, when the Mercy
will be moft prized and valued by them,
will he make bare his Arm in their Favour ;
fo that if God thould not prefently feem to
anfwer our Requefts in the Time of our
Diftrefs, we are not ecither to impeach his
Faithfulnefs, or charge him with Unkind-
nefs, perhaps we are not as yet {ufficiently
prepared for the Mercy, or our Faith and
Patience are to have farther Exercife and
Improvement ; however, we may reft affu-
red, that it fhall not be delay’d one Mo-
ment longer than infinite Wildom fees it to
be neceffary ; and, perhaps, the Blefling
would not be {o abundantly welcome, if
God were not {omerimes to {uffer us to be
reduced to a very low Ebb, and almoft to
the laft Exturemiry,

APpPL I~
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APPLICATION.

1. From the Circumftances of the Difci-
ples, in the Text, we learn, that we fthould
never fay, either as to Spiritvals, or Tem-
porals, whilft out of Hell, that our Cafe is
wholly defperate, and will admit of no Re-
lief. 'What though our Sins have been more
numerous than the Sands, and attended with
the moft heinous Aggravations, the Re-
fleGion may juftly cover us with Confu-
fion, and fill us with Shame and Sorrow :
But to defpair, and fay they are greater
than can be forgiven, is to wrong the Mer-
cy of the Father’s Heart, to deny the infi-
nite Merit of the Son’s Blood ; nor is there
any Corruption fo deeply rooted in our
Hearts, but it 15 eafy with Omnipotence
to deftroy ic: Is any Thing too hard for
God ? So that David might well fay to his
Soul, Why art thou caft down? Why art
thou difquieted within me? Hope thou in
Ged. For he gives Power to the Faint, and
to them who have no Might he increafes
Strength. Itis the Glory of the Redeemer,
that he faves to the utmoft, all who come
to him: It is the Promife of his Grace;
he who comes to him, he will in no wife
caft out ; and it is as much his Delight as it
is his Honour, to give Reft to every weary

and burden’d Soul; the Queflion is not {o
much
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much, Whether Chrift can or will fave ? as,
Whether we are made truly willing to come
unto him, that we may be faved ? for in
the (hedding of his Blood, he gave us the
fulleft Proof of his Friendfhip to Sinners;
for if whilft they were Enemies againft him,
Chrift died for them, how much more, be-
ing reconciled, may they hope for Salva-
tion by him, who ever lives to make Inter-
ceflion for them ? The fame may be faid
with refpe& to the moft difficule Situation
in Life, where Circumftances are the moft
perplexed and intangled: God can find
out a Way though we fee none; and in the
darkeft Seafon of Adverfity, can eafily caufe
the Sun-fhine of Profperity to break out up-
on us.

2. Would we fain get rid of our Burden,
and are we folicitous after Eafe and Satif-
facion ; let us fpread our Cafe before the
Lord, and caft our Care upon him: This
you fee has been the Practice of the Saints
in all Ages; and they have ever found their
Account in it ; and we find fomething of
this in common Cafes : It gives fome Eafe
to the oppreffed Mind, though we only im-
part the Cafe to a faithful Friend. And
David found, to his Coft, that when he
kept Silence, his Bones waxed old; Day
and Night God’s Hand was heavy upon
him, and his Moifture was turned into the

O Drought
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Drought of Summer: But when he was
brought to acknowledge his Sin, and faid,
I will confefs my Tranfgreffions unto the
Lord, he had an immediate Senfe of par-
donmg Mercy given in; for he adds, and
thou jorgaveji the Imgmtv of my Sin; and
upon this he founds his Direion to every
one that is godly, to pray unto God in a
Time when he may be found, fince he is
their hiding Place, who will preferve them
from Trouble, and compafs them 2bout with
Songs of Deliverance. And this is the
Apoftle’s Advice, That we fbould be carefil ;
that is, over anxious about nothing ; but 4y
Pmyer and Supplication, with Tbaﬁ%z‘vmg,
make known our Requefts unto God.

3. Asevery Mercy calls for Praife, {o efpe-
cially where God hath appeared in a Time
of imminent Danger and great Diftrefs, he
expetts to hear from us in a Way of Thankf{-
giving : Thus fays David?, I will blefs the
Lord at all Timess bis Pr aife fhall continy-
ally be in my Mom‘/s. My Soul fhall make
ber Boaft in the Lord: And he invites o-
thers 10 join with him in the Work. O
magnify the Lord with me, and let us ex-
alt bhis Name togcther : For T Jought the
Lord, and be heard me, and delivered me
cut of all my Troubles. And {peaking of

¢ Plal. xxxiv. 1,2, 4, 6.
him-
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himfelf, he fays ; This poor Man cried, and
the Lord beard bim, and faved bim out of
all bis Troubles. And elfewhere he fays,
Blefled be the Lord ; for be bath fhewed me
bis marvellous loving Kindnefs in a ftrong
City. For I faid in my Hafte, I am cut off
from before thine Eyes : Neverthelefs thou
beardft the Voice of my Supplication, wben
I cried unto thee® And our Lord men-
tions it to the Dithonour of the Lepers,
whom he had healed, that there was but
one found who returned to give Glory to
God, and he was a Stranger. Nothing can
be more ungrateful on our Part, and more
highly provoking in the Sight of the Lord,
than flightly to pafs over, or difingenuoufly
to forget remarkable Salvations; nor fhould
we content our felves with rendering to him
the Praife of our Lips, and, like Ifrael of
old, foon forget his Works ; but make it
our conftant Requeft, that as he is loading
us wich his Benehts, and following us with
his Goodnefs, blefling us continually with
one Deliverance after another, we may ob-
tain Grace to render him the AffeGion of
our Hearts, and the Obedience of our Lives,
as the leaft Return we can make him for
fuch manifold and inlarged Obligations.
And 1 neced only give you fome tfhort

b Pfal, xxxi. 21,22, ¢ Luke xvii. 16,17,

O 2 Hints
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Hints of that almoft marvellous Preferva-
tion, which the Gentleman, at whofe De-
fire we are met together this Day, was fa-
voured withal, to ingage you to join with
him (though at a confiderable Diftance) in
giving Honour to him, who fo well de-

ferves the Name of a Saviour and a great
One.

AN



