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2 CoRr. 1 22.

Who bath alfo [ealed us, and given the
Earneft of the Spirst in our Hearts,

- Lightnefs, or Inconftancy, in
a not coming to Corinth, as he
yemg%e defigned, and of which he had
| given the Church an Intima-
tion ; takes an Occafion to mention that
beautiful Confiftency and Harmony which
there 'is between the feveral Parts of the
Gofpel ; the whole of which being every

2 Way
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Way worthy of its gloricus Author ; is wife-
ly calculated to promote the beft and nobleft
Purpofes, whilft the Creawure is firipped of
all his Plumes of Pride, and laid in the
Duft, and rich and fovereign Grace alone
exalted, it is far from giving the leaft In-
couragement to Sin ; but the Neceflity of
Holinefs, as our Meetnefs for Heaven, equal-
ly afferted with the Importance of Chrift’s
Righteoufnefs, for our Juftification and Ac-
ceptance in the Sight of God; and though
many and various were the {nftruments who
were imnloy’d in making known the glad
Tidings of Salvartiou, they all agreed in de-
termining to know nothing but Chrift, and
him crucified; nor did they preach one
Thing at one Time, and the contrary at
another, or foolifhly attempt to blend Ex-
treams, and reconcile Inconfiftencies; but a
proper Uniformity appeared through the
whole of their Difcourfes, whilft they en-
deavoured to recommend themf{elves to God,
and to every Man’s Cenfcience in the Sight
of God ; for the Truth of this, he appeals
to their own Obfervation, who had enjoy’d
the Bleffing of his Miniftry among them ;
to which agreed the Dotrine that was
preached by Sz/vanus and Timotheus, and all
the reft of his Fellow-labourers: But leaft
any fhould charge this upon him as an In-
ftance of Vanity and Oftentation, or mi-
ftake him, as if he judged him{elf {ufficient

for
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for thefe Things; he adds, He that effa-
Blifbeth us with you, and bath anointed us, is
God ; all our Abilities, as if he had faid, for,
and Steadinefs and Faithfulnefs in the Dif-
charge of our Duty, is owing to that Grace
or Anointing, which we have received
from God, from whom comes every good
and every perfe Gift; and to this he {ub-
joins the Words of our Text; Who bath alfo
fealed us, and given us the Earneft of the Spirit
an our Hearts : Not that we are to imagine
this was a Privilege peculiar to the Apo-
ftles, or the firft Preachers of the Gofpel;
for we find it affirmed of the Saints in com-
mon: Thus the Apoftle writing to the
Church at Epbefus, fays, In whom ye alfo
trufled, after that ye beard the Word of
Truth, the Gofpel of your Salvation 5 inwhom
alfo, after that ye believed, ye were fealed
with the Holy Spirit of Promife ; and makes
Ufe of this as an Argument to caution them
againft every Thing that mightbe * offenfive
or provoking to the Holy Spirit.

If it thould be inquir'd by any, Whether
the Apoftle intends one and the fame Thing
by being fealed, and by having the Earnelt
of the Spirit in our Hearts ? I humbly con-
ceive, in the Main, he does; and that they
~ may be, in a good Degree, exegetical, or
explanatory one of the other: But as he is

2 Ephef iv. 30.
pleafed
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pleafed to make Ufe of this Variety, we may
{afely follow him in it; and sccordingly
{hall,

I. Confider the Friviiere it feIf under this
twofold Reprefentation ¢of Scalizg and
an Earie/t,

11. Endeavour to fhow ycu that it is the
Work of God, and can be of no o-
ther.

I1I. That it is a Llefling hellowed in a
Way of meer Grace, faid therefore to
be giverr us.  And,

iV. Our Duty with refpe to it, whether
as unacquainted with, or as having the

delightful Experience of it. We begin,

1. With the Privilege it felf, reprefented
by Sealing and an Earne/t.

Firfl, Ttvis called by the Name of Sealing,
which, in the Scripture Ufe of the Term,
takes in the following Particulars:

1. Sometimes it denotes an Authority to
execute a Commifiion of Moment and Im-
portance : Thus the Credentials of Embat-
fadors, the Inftructions of Plenipotentiaries,
and the Patents of chief Minifters, Judges,
and great Officers of State, have ufually the
King’s Seal aftixed to them, fignifying their
being impowered by him, ortheir acting in
his Name, and by his Autherivy: 'Thus
Abab’s Wife wrote Letters to the Elders and

K Nolbles
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Nobles of the City of Naboth,and fealed them
with the King’s Seal®. So Haman {ealed
the Letters, dire@ed to the Governors of the
Provinces, to deftroy the Fews, and take
ibe Sporl of them for a Prey . And this, 1
think, is evidently the Meaning of the
Term, when our Lord applies it to himfelf;
Labour not for the Meat which perifbeth, but
for that Meat which endureth unto everlafiing
Life ; which the Son of Man fball give unto
you ;3 for him hath God the Father fealed ® ;
that is, as it is explained, the Father bazb
given bim Power over all Flefb, that he
(bould give eternal Life fo as many as be gave
bime., Thus the Apoftles were eminently
fealed, or authorized and commanded by the
great Redeemer, to bear Witnefs of him in
Hudea, and among the Gentiles 5 and the
furprizing Gift of Tongues, the miraculous
Power of healing Difeafes, with the vaft
Succefs which attended their Miniftry, was
a manifeft Atteftation that they were the
Servants of the moft high God, fent to fhow
unto Men the Way of Salvation ; and, ina
Senfe, it is true of every Minifter of the
Gofpel, who, having received the Grace of
God himfelf, is called by Providence to
preach the Myflerics of the Kingdom, that
he has the Seal of Heaven, as it were, with
him ; for herein he a&ts by the Command

b 1 Kings xxi. &, ¢ Efih, ik 12,13, ¢ John vi. 27

¢ John xviu, 2.
I of
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of the great King and Law-giver of the
Church; who tells us, All Power in Heaven
and Earth was given unto him ; and there-
fore commands his Miniiters to go and
preach the Gofpel, and to teach all Na-
tions.

And as every private Believer has 2 Work
to do for God, whilft in this World, as far
as he is enabled to keep clofe to the Rule of
his Word, he has a Warranc from Heaven
for the Performance of it ; and where he is
hinder’d, oppofed, or defpifed in the Dif-
charge of what God requires, the Affront
uliimately terminates on him, who hath
appointed his Servants to goand bring forth
Fruit to his Honour and Glory.

2. Sealing, f{ometimes, denotes Secrefy
or Concealment. Thus we feal up Re-
cords, Writings, or Papers, which are not
proper to be expofed to open or common
View : And thus the Church is compared to
a Garden enclofed, a Spring fbut up, a Foun-
tain [ealed © ;5 her Privileges are peculiar to
her felf; her Joys and Sorrows a Stranger
intermeddlech riot with ; and 1n this Senfe
it may be faid of every particular Beiiever,
his Life is hid with Chrift in God: God
fees more in his People than the World can;
he hears more from them than their Fellow-
creatures are fenfible of ; and converfes

f Cant. iv. 12,

K 2 graci-



132 The Belicver Sealed.
gracioully with them, whilft the reft of the
World are Strangers to this delightful Fel-
lowfhip. The Believer has much to do
in the Clofer by himflf, in communing
with his own Heart, when his Spirit makes
diligent Search; he is frequently pouring
out his Soul to God in Secret, wherc no
Eye fees him but that of his heavenly Fa-
ther; he has his Hopes and Fears, his T'rials
and Temprations, his Agonies and Con-
fli&s, his Triumphs and Exultations, of
which the Wicked and Ungodly are ei-
ther wholly ignorant, or very mcompetent
Judges. _

3. A Seal 1s ufed to diftinguifth one Thing
from another : Thus a Merchant fixes his
Seal on his Lot of Goods, and the Hufband-
man his Mark on his Cattle, to prevent Dit-
putes about Property. Thus wien the Apo-
file had mentioned Liymencus and Frlilotus,
as Apoftates from the Truth, left it fhould
ftumble the Weak; he adds, Neversbelefs,
the Foundation of God flands fure ; baving tlis
Seal, the Lord knoweth them that are biss;
the whole Ele&ion of Grace have this Seal
of God upon them ; he knows each and eve-
ry of them, as having enrolled ticir Names
in the Lamb’s Book of Life, and predeftina-
ted them in his unchangeable Purpofe and
Decree, to the Adoption of Children; this

€ L Tin i 19
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may be called God’s fecret Seal, which be-
comes vifible when he ftamps his own Image
upon them in Regeneration, whereby they
are diftinguifhed from the Ungodly in the
Pofleffion of Grace, and marked out as dc-
figned for Glory 5 and though this does not
equally appear to themfelves, or others, at
all Times, Grace being fometimes at a
low Ebb in the Soul; yet ic is always dif-
cerned by him, who knows his Image where-
ever be fees it,

4. Tt fometimes is expreflive of our Re-
gard to, and value for any Tking, as well as
our Property in it.  Thus we feal up
Jewels and Treafure, and cther valuable
Commoditics, and {o many have underitood
that Requeft of the Church, Set me as a
Seal wpon thine Heart, as a Seal whon tlin
Arne 5 alluding to the Cottom of Yerfons
in the Baftern Countries, who frecuently
wore the Pourtrait of an eltecny’d Prienden-
raven on a Signet, or as a Pifture near i
ticarr, or upon their Arm; and what fa-
vours this Interpretation is, God's Promifs
to Zerubbalbel, that he would make him ¢
a Signet ! and his threatening Comral, the
Son of Feboiakim, King of Fadad, vt
thouzh he warea Sigoct on his right Hand,
yet would he pluck him thence® Aund
how exceedingly aficionate is that Anfwer

Lo
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of the Lord to the Church’s Com plaint, that
he had forfaken and forgotten her Can a
Woman forget ber fucking Child, that fhe fhould
not bave Compafjion on the Son of ber Womb ?
Yea, they may forget, yer will I not forget
t/oee. Bebold, I bave graven thee on the
Palms of my Hands 5 thy Walls are continu-
ally before me . And thus Aaron was an il-
luftrious Type of Chrift, when he went in-
to the Holy of Helies, having the Names of
the twelve Tribes on his Breat-Plate; to
which anfwers our Lord’s Interceffion for
his Peoplc in Heaven, where he ever ap-
pears wn the Prcfem,c of God for them
whom he regards as his Jewels, his choice
Treafure and Inheritance, not one of which
will he ever {uffer to be 101}.

¢. The moft common Ufe of a Seal, is w0
ratify Covenants, or confirm Deeds: Thus the
Princes, Levites, and Priefts, baving wrote a
Covenant, fet their Seal unto 3, (,onnr 1
tion of it ™ And {o we read, that he who
receiveth the Teftimony of Lhn{’{, bath fof
to bis Seal, that Ged 15 true™.  Andthis, |
apprchend to be the ormupm NMeaning of the
Termin the Text, denoting the & Hl‘lt&attf’n'
ing, or bearing Witnefs with ous 21 irits, that
we are Children, and fo ch 5 of God, and
foint-Helrs with Chrift ; and this is fome-
fimes more immediate] Ly, by {ome Ipecial

PG, xhiz, 1e, 16, M Nebem. iz, 32, @ Joha i 33,

Dif-
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Difcovery of divine Love : Thus David fays,
Thou baft put Gladnefs into my Heart, when
God lifted up the Light of his Countenance
upon him o, Nor is it to be queftion’d but
there are fome glorious Seafons in which the
Lord, the Spirit, as a Comforter, fhines in
upon the Underftanding, inlarges the Af-
feCtions, and having raifed by his Power,
fatisfies their ftrong Defires with his Love ;
when, in his Light, they fee Light, and,
comfortably beholding the Grace wherein
they ftand, rejoice with a Joy un(peuakable
and full of Glory : Thisis the moft delight-
ful Mercy that can be injoy’d on this fide
Heaven, and is ufually vouchfafed as a Pre-
parative for fome Trials, or great Tempta-
tions, or asa Cordial, to fupport the droop-
ing Spirits of the fainting Saints, when his
Heart is ready to be overwhelmed within
him ; at other Times the Spirit 15 pleafed
to make Ufe of Means: Thus he enables the
Soul to converfe with the Promifes; and,
whilft he is pondering on the Import and
Meaning of them, he difcovers to him the
exceeding great and precious Things they
contain, and enabling him to faften on them,
with fome Degree of Propriety, he power-
{fully aflures him, that God is faithful, who
has promifed, who alfo will do1t; and in-
gages him, with Pleafure and Expeltance,

o P_ﬁﬂ. ifl"a Ti
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to waic for theiy Accemplithment: (But
this will be more argely infifted on in the
following r“f,ou:z;‘

T}H}o, again, uh ua, the Pre caching of the
G@fp@}, or aEtcndug on Ordinances, efpe-

ially that of mc Lord’s Supper, he Is gra-
cuui;y plcafed, fometimes, to feal his Peo-
ple unio rhc Lfay of Redemprtion. In the
cue t‘nev, {oinctimes, hear the Volce of the
Son oi God, faywng, Be of veed Chear, your
Sins are forgeoven: In the other, the} fee
the King in his Beauty, and he comes and
fups with them, and the} are admitted to
fup with him with that Freedom and Inti-
macy, that they can fay which the Church
of old, My Beloved is mine, and I am bis
or, with the Apoltle, I kunow whom 1 /’am
,_g/(i, ved y and, be loved me, and gave biwfelf
Ffor e

However, whcther the Blefling be given
more immediately, or in the Ufe of Means,
it is always atiended with the deepeft Abafe-
ment, and the moft humble Thoughts of
our felves, as well as high and honourable
Apprehenfions of the Riches and Sovereign-
ty of the Grace of God.  We proceed,

Secondly, To confider the other Reprefen-
tation that we have of this Privilege as an
Earneft 3 a Term ufed in Trafiick or Com-
merce ; when the Perfon agreeing for his
Purchafe, pavs down a Part before hand, by
which he binds the Bargain, and obliges him-

felf
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feIf to pay the Remainder on the Delivery
of the Goods. Now, as an Eargelt is a
Part, and but a Part of what we defign to
give ; and yet, how {mall a Part foever,
obllges to the Performance ; when we ap-
ply the Ideas to this Work of the Spmt
they way teach us,

1. That Communion with God here, is
of the fame Kind or Nature with the ever-
lafting Fellowfhip we hope to enjoy with
God hEIC'leCI' as tae frft Fruits were of
the fame Kind wuh the lawer, fo God fends
his Spiritinto the Hearts of his People, who,
by his confolatory fealing Operations, is to
aequamt them, in fome Degree, what Hea-
ven 1s before the] come to it; for the Joy
of the Chriftian in belicving whilft here,
differs rather in Degree than Kind, from
that Fulrefs of Joy, and thofe Pleafures
which will flow for ever at God’s right
¥iand hereafter.

2. Asitisa Part, {o1risbura fmall Pare,
and not to be compared with that far more

exceeding and eternal Weight of Glory and
EIJ“‘PIHQLS which he fhall be pofleffed of
when he comes to the full Injoyment of his
Inheritance; and yer

3. As inconfiderable a Part as it may feem
to be, in the Experience of fome, who but
rarely isjoy it, and, at beft, in a lower De-
gree, 1t Isa certain Plefi(re of the Whole of

that which 1s preferved “for him in Rever-
fion
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fion ; for the Promife is moft fure, being the
Word of him who cannot lie; that where
God gives grace he will give Glory ; this he
1s not indeed cobliged to from any other Ne-
ceffity than thar of his own fovereign Mer-
cy, in ordaising them unto eternal Life;
nor have they the leaft Claim to ir, other-
ways than as interefted in the Merit of Ais
(bedience and Sufferings; who pray’d, Fa-
sbery, X awill that they alfo whom thou baft
given me, be with me where I am, fo bebold
my Glory .

Arnd 1t’s worthy of our Notice, how the
Bleflings of Grace and Glory ftand connected
together in Scripture : The Account that
our Lord gives of his Sheep is, that they
were given to him of his Father, drawn to
him by the atra&tive Power of Love, in
Confequence of which they hear his Voice
and follow him ; and that as he gave his
Life for them, and has provided Pafture for
them, and will be a Proteftion to them on
harth fo they {hall never perifh, bur inhe-
1313 eternal Life; and agrecable hereunto
the Apoflle obferves, eﬁcé‘cual Calling, Ju-
itificauien, San&ification, and Glorification,
are linked together as {fo many glorious Pri-
vileges ; which, when any one of them is
poffeffed now, fhall be artended with the
injovment of them all hereafter ; fo that

? Inho xvil, 14,

Cad
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God has not only bound himfelf by the two
immutable Things, his Promife and his
Oath; but the very Experience of his Peo-
ple, as to Holinefs and Comforrt, is a very
fafe Foundation for the Conclufion, that he
who hath wrought them for this felf fame
Inheritance, 2nd given them fome Foretaftes
of it, will, €’er long, abundantly anfwer
their Expe&ations, by fulfilling all his In-
gagements. Which leads us,

II. To confider this fealing as the Work
of God, and what can be effeed by no
other. It is applied to the Father, in the
Text, as diftinguithed in Perfonality from
the Spirit, whofe Agency the Father is fup-
pofed te make Ufe of : In other Places of
Scripture it is more eminently attributed to
the Lord, the Spirir, and this with a great
Deal of Confiftency; fince whatfoever is
faid to be done by each of the Three Per-
fons in the Salvation of Man, may be con-
fidered as the Work of them all who are un-
divided in Narture, and in all their external
Operations.

That none but God can {eal the Saints, is
evident from its being Heart-Work ; none
but he who made the Hearr, has accefs to
it ; nor is it in the Power of Men or Angels
to bind up the broken in Heart; all at-
tempts this way prove unfuccefstul, wll
God fpeaks Pardonm and Peace in the Bloodf

0
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of his Son, and fheds abroad his Love in the
Heart, by the Power of the Holy Ghott;
Men may hope well concerning us, heartily
Zefire our eternal Weifare, and, in a Judg-
ment of Charity, conclude that our State is
fafe, and tha. God 1s reconciled unto us;
but a5 none but God can forgive Sin, fo he
only can pronounce Alfolution ; {o as to
make the Benes, which 5in has broken, to
reloice: Anditis very obfurvable, that fome

Giints who have walked in Darknefs, per-
haps, for many Years, and received litde
Satisraciion concerning  their own State,
from the mioft judicious, {piritual Difcour-
{es of their fympathizing Friends, have been
at once raifed to a full Affurance of Faith,
by the confolatory Witneflings of the Spirit
vith their Spirits, in a Way, and to a De-
orce altogeuiier unthought of and unexpedt-
ed, whiltt they were writing bitter Things
againit themizives; and that this was more
than 2 Fancy, of warm Imagination, hes
heen evident in their great Humility and
E‘ieavcniy-x‘ninéeémi@, Chearfulnefs under
Trouble, and Vigour in running the Paths of
God’s Commandments ; and what can this
be referred te, but o his Grace, who {ays
<o the Prifoners, Go joreh? and who, as the
Cod of all Coniolation, feateers their Clouds,

* T
T2y
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Quictnefs, who can make Trouble ? and when
he bideth bis Face, who can bebold tim?2
whether it be done againft a Nation, or a Man
only» 2

1II. The Blefiing, where-ever beftowed,
is given in a Way of mere Grace,

This appears from the Conlideration of
the Mercy it felf; as it is the greateft Privi-
lege on this fide Glory, fo the Perfon whois
the Author of ir, is ab{olately independent,
and above all pofiible [Oblization, as well
as from the Circumftances of the Party who
is the Subject of it, a defiled, guilty, IHell
deferving Sinner, with whom there is no
Merit but of eternal Death; and from tha
different Degree of the Experience of it,
which fome Saints are favoured with above
others, when they are in themfelves equally
without Claim or Title to i, as well as
from the utter Impoflibility of attaining it,
when God is pleafed fovereignly to withhsld
it: Nor can it be difputed, when all is of
Mercy, undeferved Mercy, the Bleffings of
Providence, the Gift of Grace, and the
Whole of our Chriftian Experience, thac
this, which is the chiefeit Part of ir, is ow-
ing to the mere Favour of the Sun of
Righteoufnefs, arifing and thining upon the
Soul with healing in his Wings: So that

? Job xxiv. 29,
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with the Apoftle, we may juftly render
Thanks to God, who, at any Time, caufeth
us to triumph in Chriff . 'Which leads us,

IV. and Laflly, To confider the Duty of
thofe who are either wholly unacquainted
with it, or of fuch who have had the delight-
ful Experience of it.

1. Of thofe who are, as yer, unacquaint-
ed with it ; and they are either Sinners, who
live without God, and without Chrift, and
without Hope in the World ; thefe call
Ioudly for our Pity, asStrangers to the pure,
{piritual, refrefhing, and entertaining Joys
of the Chriftian ; What is all their Mirth,
but Folly and Vanity ! their Laughter litle
better than Madnefs ; their Satisfations,
how empty, fading, and tranfitory! how
frequently interrupted by the Throws and
Pangs of a guilty Confcience! and how foon
will they exchange them for the dreadful
Agonies of that Worm that dieth not:
Could they be perfuaded to believe the Peace
and Confolation which the Saints enjoy,
how readily would they quit the vain and
fhort lived Pleafures arifing from Senfe and
Sin, for that Peace of Confcience, which
the Believer, when fprinkled with the Blood
of Jefus, has the comfortable Experience of.
But befides thefe, there are others who are

9 2 Cor. it 14
truly
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truly gracious, who may not have arrived
to the full Injoyment of the Blefling con-
tained in the Text, they have a Hope, 2
good Hope through Grace, but accompa-
nied with many Fears; to fuch as thefe it
may be faid,

(1.) That Affurance is not of the Effence
of Faith; fo that they are not prefently o
conclude, becaufe they have not the fame
Degrees of Joy, holy Boldnefs, and {piritual
Confidence towards God, that therefore
they are not in the Family; for God has
Children of various Ages, and different Sta~
ture, Babes as well as firong Men; and the
good Shepherd has promifed, that he will
carry the Lambs in his Arms, as well as lead
his Sheep into green Paftures, and befide the
flill Waters; he will not break the brufed
Reed, nor quench the fmeaking Fiax, but
bring forth Judgment unto Vittory; nor
does he defpife the Day of {fmall Things;
it is one Thing to be a Child of God, and
another to know it ; the former i1s fufhcient
to afcertain our Happinefs, the latter 15 the
Foundation of our Triumph.

(2.) Thefe are to be diretted 1o blefs God
for the little they have, and importunately
to plead, that in his own Time and Way he
would lead them into more intimate Com-
munion with himfelf and his Son, till they
are comfortably fealed by the Spirit of Pro-
mife. Ingratitude for paft Mercies may

juit-
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juftly provoke God to withhold thofe which
are future ; and a repining, fretful Frame,
under lefler Attainments, is not likely to be
owned with farther Communications: Re-
member, no Part of the Chriftian Experience
can be called little, when we have deferved
to be left in the State of fallen Angels; and
efpecially as Glory ftands as much conne@ed
with Grace, though but as a Grain of Mu-
ftard-Seed, as it does with the richeft Ex-
periences, and the moft exalted Joys, which
have at any Time been found with the Re-
deemed of the Lord. And, would you find
the Blefling? feek it where it has ufually
been met with : The Chriftian who lives the
moft with God in private, bids the fairelt
for the Experience of it ; nor can you juftly
expect it, whilft your Hearts are too much
in the World, and vour Affecions divided
between Chrift and other Obieéts ; 1t's little
lefs than Blafphemy againft the Holy Ghoft,
to talk of being fealed by the Spirir, whilit
purfuing the Paths of Sin; if corrupt Com.
munication proceeds out of your Mouths, if
Bitternefs, Wrath, Anger, Clamour, Evil-
{peaking, and Mazlice, attend you, the Spi-
rit is grieved, and will fufpend his confola-
tory Influences ; you may judge where he is
moft likely to Scal, or bear Witne(s in our
Favour by the Fruits of the Spirit; which
are Love, Peace, Long-fuftering, Gentle-
nefs, Goodnefs, Faith, Meeknefs, Tempe-

rance,
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rance, where thefe Things are in you and
abound, it will not be long before they fhell
be accompanied with Joy, another Fruit of
the fame Spirit, even that Joy which a
Stranger intermeddieth not with.

(2.) Have we, at any Tiine, had the
fweet Experience of this Mercy ? Has God
eftablithed our Faith, inlarged our Peace,
raifed our Hope, by the inward Witneflings
of his own Spirit ? How fhould we blufh
to think that we have valued the Mercy no
more, and made {c little an Improvement
of it | What is the Meaning of that Carna-
lity, Careleflnefs, Coldnefs, and Indifferen-
cy, which hath fince overtaken us? How
illy have we requited him? who, accord-
ing to his Promife, when parting with his
Difciples, hath fent the Comforter into
our Hearts ? May he not juftly upbraid us
with the moft heinous and provoking Difin-
genuity, for our Omiffion of Duty, or the
fuperficial Manner of its Performance, for
our Treachery and Pronenefs to backilide;
and fay, Is this the Return which I have
for loving you, and leaving my Father’s Bo-
fom, for living a Life of Poverty and Con-
tempt, and dying the curfed Death of the
Crofs ; and after I had gained you by the
Power of my Arm, as well as redeemed
you by the Price of my Blood, How have I
{poke Peace to your troubled Confciences ?
What were your Ingagements to me in the

L Morn-
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Morning of your E{pO‘JﬁlISP And have [
not fometitnes taken you into the Secret of
my Prefence, and thown you my Covenant,
and held you, for a Time, to the believing
View of the Glories of the invifible World ?
and, after all, to offend, difthonour, and
wound me! How unworthy! How difin-
genuous! Sin is an abominable Evil in
God’s Sight, where-cver he beholds it ;
but the Sins of his People have the addi-
tional Aggravation of being committed a-
gainft the richefl Difplays of Grace; and
for this God fometimes hides his Face ; fo
that thofe who could once fay, This God is
our God, and will be fo for ever and ever,
are fuffer’'d to go mourning, and dejected
with Sorrow, to their Graves.

And this thould teach the Saint to whom
to apply for this defirable Mercy, and where
to render his Thanks for it: The Lord, the
Spirit, is the Guide and San¢tifier, and Com-
forter of Sionz; to whom fhould we go then,
but to him, tor Wifdom, Holinefs, and Joy :
And whilft we adore the Father for his Love,
the Son for his Merit, we have equal Rea-
fon to give Glory to the Holy Ghoft; who
works all our Works in us, preparing us
for, and giving us Foretaftes of the heaven-
ly Inheritance. And how fhould the com-
fortable Senfe of our being Heirs of God,
and Joint-Heirs with Chrift, under the Wit-
neflings of this Spirit, reconcile us to all Af=

2 - fli@lions
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flicions by the Way, and make us long to
pafs over Fordan, to take Poffeflion of the

romifed Land; where our everlafting Dox-
ology will be to the King eternal, immor-
tal, invifible, the only wife God, Father,
Son, and Spirit, be Glory, and Honour,
and Praife, for ever. Amen.
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