(255)

WS Stose

u\\ /fm’% g EWQ "/" “‘5" )

SERMON XIV.

O the final perfeverance of the faints.

Joun x., 28.

And 1 give unto them eternal life, and they

Jhall never perifb, neither fhall any pluck
them out of my hand.

‘The fourth SErMoN on this text.,

s HHAVE, in fome former difcourfes
X gc from thefe words, endeavoured to
W explain the meaning of the great
T doétrine of the final perfeverance of
the faints, and to eftablifh the truth of it by
feveral arguments; and then I came to anfwer
the moft confiderable of thofe objettions
which are advanced againft it. And here,
I have gone through the moft remarkable
texts of {cripture, which are produced by the
encmies of this dofrine in order to overthrow
it, and fhall now go on,
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256 On the final perfeverance

3. T o the confideration of thofe perfonal
inftances, which are found in the word of
God, of defeCtion and apoftacy, by which
they think they can demonfitrate that final fall-
ing from grace hath been the cafe with fome,
and therefore may with all. And here, be-
fore I come to a particular examination of
thefe inftances, allow me to lay down a di-
ftinction or two, which may have a tendency
to lead us through this part of the argument.
And,

(1.) LeT it be confidered, that two prin-
ciples, though in their own nature perfeétly
diftin&, and contrary to each other, may fub-
fift, at the fame time, in the fame perfon. This
I think the apoftle Pau/ proves at large to be
his own cafe, in his epiftle to the Romaus,
where he fpeaks of a two-fold law that fub-
fifted at the fame time in him: 7 delight, fays
he, 72 the law of God after the inward man.
But 1 fee another law in my members, warring
againft the law of my mind, and bringing me
into captivity to the law of fin, which is in my
members®*. And I cannot but think, that
every man, who hath been acquainted with
the plague of his own heart, and is himfelf
in the experience of the grace of God in his
foul, will fet his feal to the fame thing; that
he finds two laws, or two principles within
him, the one arifing from the depravity of

his nature, the other from the Spirit of God.
Which

* Rom, vii, 22, 23.
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‘Which, though it is an entire myftery to a
man unacquainted with the things of God,
yet none, I think, ever difputed the poffibi-
lity of it. And when we have the teftimony
of the word of God, and the univerfal ex-
perience of the faints for the proof of it,
I think we may, without being charged with
prejudice for our own {cheme, acknowlcdge
our belief of it. Which being allowed, I
obferve again,

(2.) TuAT the exercife of either of thefe
principles, upon this or that occafion, doth
not neceflarily imply the lofs or deprivation
of the other. Thus when Pax/ was in the
experience of the ftriving of the law in his
members, it doth not imply the ceflation of
the other principle, to wit, the principle of
grace in his mind, Obferve, grace and cor-
ruption may be compared to two contending
parties. The field that they engage in is the
foul of every renewed man, while here be-
low ; and fometimes one, and {fometimes the
other prevails : and yet both remain, till, at
death, one is entirely vanquithed by the great
Captam of our f{alvation. So that we are
not to fay becaufe the law in the members
of a good man hath had the better of- him
to day, tho a very humbling confideration,
that therefore he never had grace, or hath
entirely loft it, any more than, becaufe, upon
another occafion, when in the exercife of

grace, he maybe perhaps a firanger to any
1=



258 On the final perfeverance

remarkable power of corruption, at that fea-
fon; that therefore, either he never was de-
praved, or hath now entirely got rid of his
corruptions.

WELL, taking thefe two things along with
us, let us now confider the examples which
are produced of the faints apoftacy. And
here we fhall confine ourfelves to thofe of
DNoab, David, Solomon, and Peter, who are
all of them fo many inftances indeed that
the faints may fall, and fall very low, and
yet not fall from grace, either as to their in-
tereft in the favour of the Lord, or the prin-
ciple of it in their fouls.

T o begin then with Nozb; and you have
the account of his fin at large in the book of
Genefis®. 'The fum of it is this, that after his
great deliverance he planted a vineyard, which
became a fnare to him, and accordingly he
was drunken with the wine of it. Now take
the fin in all its aggravations, v7z. that it
was an inftance of the greateft ingratitude
to God, who had fhewn fuch miraculous and
diftinguithing kindnefs to him, in delivering
him, and only him and his family from the
common and univerfal deftru&ion ; view it
again as an ill precedent to his family, and with
all the other aggravating circumftances that
can be fuppofed ; and doth it any more prove
that he had loft the principle of grace, than
that his ready compliance with God’s com-

mand
b Gen. ix. 20,~29.
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mand in building the ark for the fafety of his
houfe, and afterwards his facrificing to the
Lord asa teftimony of his thankfulnefs, prove
that the principle of corruption was entirely
rooted out of him? Alas! when Noabh was
facrificing, and that acceptably too, he ftill
had the feeds of corruption in him, or elfe
he had never been drunken. And when he
was overtaken by this fin, though grace
feemed to lie inaétive in his {oul, he had ftill
the principle, otherwife (and which, notwith-
ftanding his great fall, puts his final perfever~
ance out of all doubt) he could not have been
reckoned by the apoftle among thofe, who
died in faithc. 'The fame might be faid with
refpe&t to Lo#, upon a like occafion.

BuT to come to the cafe of David, I wiil
allow them to confider his fin with all imagi-
nable aggravations. Suppofe him then a {pe-
cial favourite of God; taken from the theep-
fold, and exalted by God’s own hand to be
captain of his hoft, and king of all Jfrac/;
preferved from the envy and rage of Szz/ upon
many occafions, even in a miraculous way,
and from a thoufand other dangers ; partaker
of the richeft fpiritual as well as temporal
bleflings ; under the ftrongeft vows as well as
the {trongeft obligations; fee him now in the
enjoyment of all things heart could wifh,
feated in a ftate of peace and tranquillity upon
the throne of Ifrasl; and then f{uppofe him

S 2 con-

¢ Heb. xi. 13.
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contriving the wicked gratification of his fen-
fual appetite, and the mofit cruel method of
concealing it with the utmoft forefight, en-
gaging in it with the greateft pleafure, and
remaining afterwards under the moft amazing,
ftupidity, infenfible, in a great meafure, of
what he had done. And doth all this prove
that he had loft entirely what was wrought
in him by the Spirit of God ? I fay this tranf=
greflion, great and complicated as it was, doth
no more fuppofe him to have been without
grace; than when he faid, O bow love I thylaw !
it s my meditation all the day ¢, or when his
foul was thirfting and panting after God, that
he was then without a principle of corruption.
But, as his humiliation was deep, fo let me
obferve, that he not only had pardon of this
fin declared to him, almoft as foon as he was
made truly fenfible of it ; but we find him
afterwards fpeakingto this purpofe, Caff me
not away from ihy prefence 5 and take not thy
boly Spirir _from e . Which {uppofes that he
had then fome experience of God’s prefence,
and {fome enjcyment of his Spirit, and is, as
tho’ he had faid, ¢ Truly Lord, 1 deferve
¢ that thou fhouldeft throw off any concern
‘¢ for me; but I flec to thy grace, to thy
““ covenant, to thy promifes, and to thy faith-
‘ fulnefs, in which thou haft caufed me
“ to hope.”” And fo it is rather expref-
five of the becoming fenfe he had of his own

guilt,

4 Pll. cxix. 97. ¢ Pfal. li. 11,
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guilt, than any fear of his lofing the habitual
prefence of the holy Ghoft, which was im-
pofiible.  And the happy event is abundantly
proved by the account we have of his death,
in the old teftamentf, and the character given
of him in the new &,

THE fame may be faid as to Solomwon and
Peter : corruption had the upper hand in them
both, on fad occafions indeced; but it is not
difficult to prove that they were not then with-
out grace in the habit,

As to Solomon, tho’ his fins were very great,
yet the many gracious experiences thatare re-
corded in his life, and the teftimony he bore to
true religion in his infpired writings, efpecially
in the clofe of it, abundantly fhew that the
principle of grace in his foul was fiill preferved
to the laft.

AND then as to Pefer, if you will take our
Lord’s word for it, he affures us, that he had
prayed for him thar his fazeh thould ot farl® :
and you know his prayer is always prevalent,
being founded in his own merit, as I have
before proved at large. Now view Pefer’s
Jaith, as to the exercife of it, and you will find
it did_fa:/ him, and that in a moft lamentable
manner ; {o that our Saviour’s prayer muft
refer to the principle, which, though covered
with abundance of corruption, was not {o en-
tirely defaced, but the author of it foon re-
newed 1t, and it appeared again in frefh, il-

S 3 luftrioug

F 2 Sam. 23. % Heb xi. 32, » Luke xxii. 32.
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luftrious exercife. Thus then you fee how
little theie examples ferve to their purpofe,
who would prove from them the pofiibility
of the final apoftacy of true believers : whereas
all that can be concluded from them is only
this, that the moft eminent faint, when left
to himfelf, may fall into {in, into great fin;
end that it is not grace received that will pre-
ferve them, when under the power of temp-
tation, but they muft have frefh meafures from
the fountain. But then, on the other hand,
thefe inftances will alfo prove, that tho’ they
may fall, and fink very low, yet they fhall not
be f{wallowed up, and utterly loft: for the
bhand of the Lord ftill in a meafure fuftains
them. And let me add this, that inftead
of weakening, they ferve exceedingly to
firengthen our caufe. For if perfons falling
thus low, have been raifed again, then the
foundation of God cannot but ftand fure, and
the truth in our text be confirmed, that
Chrifp’s fheep fball never perifb, being under
his care. I proceed now,

4. To another objection againft this doc-
trine. And you may take the force of it in
this propofition, That the dotrine which is
according to godlinefs, and hath the greateft
tendency to promote practical religion, is un-
doubtedly from God ; and whatever is of a
contrary nature is not from him. And thus
they who plead for the poffibility of our fall-
ing away, even after the greateft meafure;

2 Lo
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of grace received, conclude that their doc-
trine has a natural tendency to excite caution
and c1rcumfpe£tlon, whereas the contrary
leads directly to a finful careleflnefs and fecurity.
Or you may take it thus, Religious fear is the
main {pring of obedience : but the doctrine
of the faints final perfeverance takes away
occafion of fear, and accordingly tends to de-
ftroy inftead of promoting true godlinefs, and
thercfore is not of divine authority. This
I take to be the fum of what can be offered
from this head. And that we may the bet-
ter come at a full and fatisfactory anfwer to
it, we muft,

FirsT, Endeavour to explainwhat we mean
by true gofpel-obedience, or confider what we
are in reality to underftand by it. And then,

SecoNDLY, Shew you that the do&rine
of the faints final perfeverance has the
greateft tendency to promote it. Accord-
ingly I begin,

First, With the thing itfelf that is the
foundation of this obJecftlon viz. gofpel-obe-
dience : and we are to inquire into the true
nature of it. And in general it confifts in
conformity to the will of God, as revealed
in his word. And would we know concern-
ing this or the other particular action, whether
it be a part of this gofpel-obedience, we muft
enquire,

(1.) InTo the matter of it, whether it be

an human appointment, or commanded by
S 4 God,



264 On the final perfeverance

God. Forthe moft exact adherence to any
thing inreligion, which is of our own inven-
tion, and that is either contrary to, or not re-
vealed in God’s word, is very far from de-
ferving the character of gofpel-obedience.
What is fo, muft have God’s authority in-
ftamped upon it, asa warrant for our regard
to it. Again,

(2.) As the matter of it muft be good,
and appointed by God, fo it muit arife from
a right principle, or elfe, though it may be
called obedience, yetitis not gofpel-obedience.
A man maft firft have his heart renewed by
grace, before he can ferve God, in any fen{z
acceptably. Thus you know the apoftle fays,
Whatfoever is not of faith,is fin'. And without
faith it is impoffible to pleafe God*. So ail
things, of a religious kind, in which we engage,
if our obedience be acceptable, muft arife from
a principle of affection to God, who commands
them, aswell as a becoming fenfe of our duty to
him, as our Lord and King. And they mauft
alfo be done in faith; thatis, not only in depen-
dance upon the merits of Chriff, for our ac-
ceptance therein, but with a believing regard
to him for affiftance in the difcharge of them.
Thus, fuppofe a perfon fetting about any re-
ligious duty, fuch as prayer for inftance, if
he is fenfible that prayer is his moft reafonable
fcrvice, that as God is the giver of his mercies,
fo he hath an indifputable right to all the

ho-

" Rom. xiv. 23. k Heb. xi. 6.
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homage he is able to pay him; if he is con-
vinced that it is moft reafonable, that as he
lives and moves and bas bis being in, and from
God, {o he ought in an humble and explicit
manner to acknowledge his dependance upon
him ; and if to this he adds the remem-
brance that God hath commanded this at his
hands, that thus fzsi¢th the Lord God, I will
yet for this be enquircd of by the houfé of -
rael 70 do 7f _for them '; and if what he does
15 under a fenfe of duty, he may be faid to
act from right principles. Well, but this is
not all, for he muft a& alfo from a princi-
ple of love to God, fuch a principle as, un-
der the influence of the Spirit, leads him as a
child to his father: and as he knows that with-
out him he can do nothing, fo at the fame
time that he is bowing before him in a way
of duty, he muft look for affiftance from him
in a way of grace: he muft eye not only the
precept, but the promife; the one as the
warrant, for what he does, and the other as
an encouragement to the performance of it.
Thus not only the matter of the ation muft be
good in itfelf, and commanded by God ; but
the principle from which it arifes muft be
the new creature formed in the foul, a prin-
ciple of faith and love, implanted there by the
Spiritof God. And this might be confirmed
by many places of fcripture: but the very
nature of the thing thews the neceffity of }t :

or

5
! Ezck. xxxvi, 37,
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for how can we fuppofe a man to draw nigh
to God as a child to a father, whilft he hath
a reigning principle of enmity in his foul
againft him ? Or how can he come to him
acceptably, unlefs it be in the exercife of that
Jaith, which is his gift ™, and without which
2t is impoffible to pleafe him 2 An unbeliever,
a man that hath never tafted of the grace of
God, mayv indeed come up to the letter of
many of God’s precepts, but while in that
cafe, heis, in God’s account, a ftranger to gof-
pel-obedience. For the firft act of evangelical
duty, or however one of the firft, is to obey
God in that great command of his, that we bo-
nour the Son, even as we bonour the Father ©,
and that is by believing on him; which we
cannot pofiibly do, but by the influence of the
Spirit of Ged.  And till he hath given us
thus to believe in the Son of God, though
we may boaft, or pride ourfelves ever fo much
in our conformity to the divine law, we fhall
find, in the iflue, that it is not fufficient to en-
title us to the chara&er of chriftians. But,
then again,

(3.) Our obedience muift not only be
thus good, both as to the matter and princi-
ple of it; but alfo it muft be genuine as to
the end we have in view, which muft be the
glory of God. 1 know to this it is faid, that
were there no heaven in view, perhaps none
in the world would trouble themfelves about

obedience : fo that while we deny fecking our-
felves

= Eph. ii. 8, n Heb. xi. 6. ° John v. 23.
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felves, this is only in pretence, and the fact is
far otherwife. But to this I think it is eafy
to reply, that what God hath joined together
no man fhould {eparate ; and we know it is
impoflible to feek the glory of God as our
ultimate end, without purfuing our own
greateft, and beft interefts : and the regard a
believer hath to heaven and eternal life, na-
turally arifes from a principle of grace, and
the love of Chriff thed abroad in his heart,
by which he concludes that the Lord hath
loved him with an everlafting love, and that
he hath in referve for him more than heart
can wifh : and if this refle¢tion draws forth
his defire to walk becoming the gofpel, and
animates his obedience, it is by no means in
a way of merit, but of gratitude. He may
have regard to God as a rewarder, in a
way of grace, and from this be encou-
raged in his duty, while the glory of God
is the great end he has in view ; and
while he firmly believes that the bleflednefs he
hopes for, is fecured beyond the poflibility
of his lofing it; that heaven and happinefs
are his; that God hath given him eternal life;
and therefore, as the beft evidence of his love
toGod, he defires to keep his commandments.
This I fay is the principal end a good man
purpofes in the difcharge of his duty, viz. to
glorify God: and here we may fee a very
material difference betwixt evangelical and
legal obedience, for in the latter men feek

their
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their own things, and little elfe but their cwn:
they are looking for an intereft in the favour of
God in a way of merit, and, by miftaken ap-
rehenfions of themfelves and their fervices,
and of the nature of the divine Being, they
are ready to conclude, that he is to be appeafed
by this or the other inftance of obedience, and
his glory has the leaft fhare in their view.
‘Thus then I have endeavoured to ftate the
true notion of gofpel-obedience. And this
leads us to the next thing, which is,
Seconpry, To thew you that the dotrine
of the faints final perfeverance has the greateft
tendency to promote this obedience in the chri-
ftian ; for it is only of fuch we are {peaking.
And, in general, I think it muft be allowed,
that if, as we have before proved, this obedi-
ence flows immediately from love and confi-
dence in God, then, whatever principles have
a tendency to, draw out and increale thefe
graces in our fouls, muft be allowed to have
the greateft likelihood to promote gofpel-obe-
dience. For, ubferve, as it cannot be per-
formed without them, fo in preportion to
the increafe or diminution of thefe graces,
it hath been experienced, that we either run
the ways of God’s commandments with de-
light and pleafure, or are carelefs, cold, and
indifferent. And here, that we may guard
againft all miftakes, obferve, that no doctrine
in it{elf, how great a tendency fo ever it may
have to promote any geod ends in us, will

be
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be of any fervice to us, butas it is fet home
by the Spirit of God. Chriftians themf{elves
may fit under the cleareft difplays of God’s
love in the gofpel, and yet be unmoved, un-
lefs the Spirit of God fet home the word, and
attend the difcovery with power and energy
from himfelf; but, when in the hand of the
Spirit, it muft be allowed, that the do&rine of
the faints perfeverance has the greateft ten-
dency imaginable to promote evangelical obe-
dience. Since it is not only every where
in facred {cripture recommended as an argu-
ment to excite us to it; but it gives us fuch
evidence of the infinite greatnefs of the love
of God to us, that mui, in 1ts own nature,
powerfully tend to draw forth our love to him,
which is the great hinge upon which all our
obedience is to move. ‘To reduce this to an
argument you may take it thus, The more we
{ee of God’s love to us, the more we fhall love
him ; and the more we love God, the more
confcientious we fhall be in obeying him.
Now nothing hath a greater tendency to dif-
cover God’s love to us, than what we have re-~
vealed to us in the comfortable doctrine of our
perfeverance. Therefore this doétrine, inftead
of obftruting, encourages, and promotes our
obedience. The truth of this will more fully
appear, if we confider how this dolrine
abounds with intimations of God’s fpecial, and

particvlar regard to us. And,
(1.) It
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(1.) It fets before us the immutability of
God’s love to us. And can any thing in the
world encourage a chriftian more in a walk
becoming his profeflion and charaer, than
this? What fays the child of God with
regard to it? ¢ Hath the Lord not only
“ loved me from everlafting, but is it conti-
““ nued for ever? Is he ever mindful of me?
““ Oh how vile, how difingenuous, and un-
«¢ grateful have I been, to forget my duty to
¢ him, or to perform it in fo carelefs, and
¢ negligent a manner ? Surely the former part
< of my converfation fhall fuffice, that I have
¢ walked in rebellion and difobedience againft
“ him, or in a cold and indifferent difcharge
“ of anyduty. Oh that I may now begin to
“ acltas one that hath been the obje¢t of fuch
““ remarkable grace ! O Iam athamed of my-
« felf,”” fays fuch a foul, ¢ that when the
¢ love of God to me hath been like mous-
¢ fains of brafs®, my goodnefs and love to
¢ him hath been as a morning cloud, and as
 the early dew, it goeth awayd! > Whereas,
on the contrary, fuppofe the poor foul regard-
ing his intereft in the love of God, as founded
on his obedience, and therefore liable to be
Ioft ; fuppofe him to be never {o certain of his
prefent intereft in it, may he not juftly argue
thus with himfelf? ¢ I am now in the favour
¢ of God, but alas how foon may it be other-
¢« wifel The devils themfelves were once in

‘¢ the

P Zech, vi. 14 1 Hofea vi. 4.
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“ the fame cafe with me, but are now re-
© ferved in everlafting chains under dark-
S nefs, unto the judgment of the great dayr*.
¢ They had no enemies to encounter with,
*“ no fubtle tempter, no indwelling corrup~
tions, no alluring world; and yet they
fell ; and oh how much more then, may
“ I expect the fame portion, who have
““ a beart that 7zs deceitful above ~all things,
““ and defperately wicked®* ! who have no
‘¢ ftrength to look to, that I can depend upon
for certain afliftance, no eftablithed pro-
mife upon which to ground my hope of
ftanding ! Surely it is preferable for me to
take my fill of prefent enjoyments, fince
I have no certain fecurity of better in ano-
“ ther world.” This I humbly apprehend is
the very natural language of a perfon under
apprehenfions of the poffibility of his falling
away, after grace received. And I believe I
may, in this appeal to the experience and
obfervation of the moft thriving chriftians, of
thofe that are the beft eftablithed in the im-
mutability of God’s counfels, that in the view
of their intereft in his unchangeable love,
they walk moft chearfully and thankfully.
But again,

(2.) TH1s dotrine reprefents to us the
nature of God’s love, as perfectly free, as
well as unchangeable; and thus it hath a
tendency to draw out our love to him, and

con-
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confequently our regard to his will. It repre-
fents God’s love to us as a favour that we
never deferved, and that was never beftowed
upon us, with regard to any thing that was
excellent or valuable in us, or that God ex-
pected from us: for God loved us, and fo
quickened us, when we were dead in trefpaffes
and fins * ; he forefaw nothing good in us, but
what he deﬁoned to beftow upon us; and
could not therefore be faid to love us becaufe
of thofe qualities, but to love our perfons, and
from that to beftow them upon us. And there-
fore a foul, duly affe¢ted with this, will fay,
¢ Hath the Lord thusacted towards me? what,
“ to love me when vile and expofed to his
¢« wrath! Oh what thall I render to him for all
¢ his mercies! Can I ever think anything too
¢ dear to be facrificed to fuch grace! Oh who
¢ {hall deliver me from this law that leads me
« afide fromGod, w.en [ thould by fuch good-
“ nefs be every day more effectually, and inti-

*“ mately drawn to him!”> But then again,
(3-) Trrsdoctrine rcpiefents the love of God
to us as pregnant with the beftof fruits. Itisnot
a difpofition of kindnefs only, but alove thatin-
fluenced the Father, when nothing lefs would
do for our falvation, to part with his only be-
gotten Son out of his bofom to die for us; to
provide the facrifice, and then to accept it in
outr room and f{tead. It is a love alfo that
influenced the Son of God, in this manner,
freely

' Eph. 1, 1.
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freely to give his foul an offering for our fins,
and by his fuffcrings and death to make atone-
ment for us. And is it poflible that we can
be properly acquuinted with this love, and
not be conftrained by it to fome fuitable re-
turns ? What can fill us with greater detefta-
tion of fin, than a believing view of it, as done
away by the blood of the Son of God ? When
we confider that it was no lefs than this blood
that was {ufficient to cleanfe us from it, and are
apprifed of the grace of God in providing
it for us, I fuy, what monfters in nature muft
the children of God be fuppofed to be, to draw
from thence encouragement to commit it?
Would not that man be juftly branded as an
inftance of unparalleled brutifhnefs, who;
when his friecnd had laid down his life for
him, fhould from thence tuke the greater li=
berty to treat his counfels with negleét, and his
name and memory with contempt ? And can
we {uppofe a child of God to behold his very
creator bleeding, or the San < 7 .2, in his na-
ture, dying on the crofs, to remove his guilt,
and from thencz be the more attached to thofe
fins which coft his Saviour fo dear, and
the more encouraged to commit them?
No, you muft {fee, thatwhatever abule men
may make of this dotrine, yet it is very far
from having any fuch tendency in its own
nature. Whereas the coutrarydo&rine, which

tells a man that God hath loved him indeed,
T and



274 On the final perfeverance

and Chrz/? hath died for him, but notwith-
ftanding all this, his falvation depends on his
own doings, and, tho’ his faith be of the
right kind, it mayfail, his hopes may be dafhed
in pleces, and he may perifh atlaft; I fay,ifa
man is at all acquainted with his own heart,
this dotrine mufit lay him under great difcou-
ragement.  What,” fays he, ¢ hath Chrif?
“ died for me, and yet am I left at fuch an
“ uncertainty about my falvation? Can I do
¢ nothing without him? and have I no fecurity
¢ that he will affit me; though if he doth not
* I muft perith ? Why, as thisis but a very
<« {imall intimation of his love to me, who
“ might have entirely fecured my falvation,
¢ had he pleafed ; fo it is likely to have but
‘¢ a proportionable influence onme.’” Thus
then you fee, upon the comparifon, which
doctrine hath the greateft tendency to draw
out our love to God, and to promote our obe-
dience to him. To fum up the argument
then, let me add, in the laft place,

(4.) Tuar we may fafely conclude, that
the doltrine of the faints perfeverance, or
that do&rine wherein we are aflured of the
everlafting continuance of our intereft in the
love of God, muft be according to godlinefs;
becaufe the holy Ghoft hath been pleafed to
make ufe of this very way of reafoning, all
along, to unbelievers. I believe there is hardly
any obfervation more common than this, that

2 in
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in almoft every epiftle we have extant, and
in almoft every other place, where we have
any duty recommended, we have fome pri-
vilege laid down as an inducement to it. Now,
if it may be allowed that the Spirit of God beft
knew what was the greateft inducement to
obedience, I believe we fhall find it almoft
univerfally fall on our fide. I might turn you
to many places; but a few that are moft re-
markable fhall fuffice. See particularly that
paflage in the epiftle to the Romans, How fhall.
we that are dead to fin, live any longer
therein®? that is, we that are intirely delivered
from the power and dominion of it, as bring-
ing condemnation along with it, how fhall we
continue in it? And again the apoftle fays,
1 befeech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies
of God, that ye prefent your bodies a living
Jacrifice, boly, acceptable to God, which is your
reafonable fervice™. And once more, in his
epiftle to Tztus—For the grace of God that
bringeth falvation, hath appeared to all men,
teaching us, that denying wungodlinefs and
worldly lufts, we fhould live foberly, righteoufly,
and godly in this prefent world*. 1 thought to
have concluded this fubjeét at this time; but
there yet remains one head, and that is, to
fet before you the way in which we are to
account for the exhortations and threatnings,
which are {cattered up and down in the word
T 2 of

¥ Rom. vi. 2. ¥ Chap. xii. 1. * Titusii. 11, 124
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of God; how thefe are confiftent with the
abfolute fecurity of falvation ; whieh, together
with fome general remarks upon the whole
fubje¢t may {erve for another difcourfe. 1 thall
conclude therefore at prefent with a refleétion
or two. And,

1. FroM hence we may fee how eafy it 1s
to have miftaken notions of obedience. When
we act from any other principle, but love and
duty to God, we may think what we pleafe,
but it is far from being acceptable to him.
The matter of the act may be good, and the
manner of the performance in our apprehen-
fions may be right, and yet the end may be
foreign to what it onght to be. Our obedi-
ence was never defigned, under the covenant
of grace, as the matter of our acceptance.
No, this is Chriff alone, in his mediatorial
charaéter, in the virtue of his blood and righ-
teoufnefs. And, if our obedience is well
pleafing in the fight of God, it muft {pring
from faith in this all-fufficient Saviour, from
a fenfe of the love of God in this falvation,
and be the product of a principle of grateful
love, wrought in the foul by the Spirit of God.
Which, leads me to add,

2. 'TuaT, if we would growand flourith
in religion, we fhould earneftly pray for larger
difcoveries of the divine love. This is not
only of the greateft confequence to fupport
and comfort us under the various affli€lions,

and

2
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and difpondencies we are fubje&t to, in our
paflage thro’ this vale of tears; but to ani-
mate us in the various confli¢ts with which
we mauft be tried, to fortify us againft temp-
tation, and to enable us to maintain a fteady,
conftant, and unfainting obedience to God’s
righteous, and reafonable commandments,

T 3 S E R-
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SERMON XV.

On the final perfeverance of the faints.

Joun x. 28.

And I give unto them eternal Iife, and they

Shall never perifb, neither fhall any pluck
them out of my band.

‘The fifth SErRMmoN on this text.

e 1 is mentioned, you know, by the
a4 1 )@ apoftle Peter, as a very great and
el honourable circumftance in the

3 chara&er of Loz, that he was vexed
with the filthy converfation of the wicked?.
And I think it cannot but fenfibly affe& the
minds of the truly ferious, who have felt the
divine energy of the holy Ghoft, to obferve
the increafe of impiety and profanenefs among
mankind., Perhaps it hath been from this

prin-

@ 2 Pet. ii. 7.
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principle, that inall ages, it hath been the com-
mon voice of the church, that the day wherein
they lived exceeded that which went before,
for daring inftances of rebellion againft God.
But I am fully perfuaded, as tothis day, that
a man muft be a ftranger in our If7a¢/ indeed,
if he is not apprifed, that error and iniquity,
thofe two infeparable companions, feem,
the one to have feated itfelf in the minds, and
the other to have pofiefled the converfation,
alas! but of too many, from whom, fome
time fince, we were ready to hope better things.
And can we, ought we, who are fet for the
defence of the gofpel, to hold our peace, and
not bear our teftimony againft them? Shall the
foundationsof our hope beaflfaulted, with daring
arrogance, in public, and every thing, of a reli-
gious nature, prove the fubject of raillery and
banter in private, and we fit looking unaffeted
on? Some indeed gild over fuch a condu&t
with the {pecious title of charity. But I wifh,
how exceedingly fond foever, for the prefent,
they may feem to be of this pretended charity,
it may not be charged upon them, as an in-
ftance of unfaithfulnefs at the great day. With
this view, in order to bear my teftimony againft
error, I have been endeavouring, for fome time,
to eftablifh the glorious truth, that thines for th
with fo much brightnefs in the words of our
text, 1 mean that of the faints final perfever-~
ance. Which do¢trine, as it is the very bafis
of our comfort, and has been o, in the efteem
T 4 of
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of the faints in all ages; fo we can never be
too well eftublifhed in the belief it.

IN fome former difcourfes I have endea-
voured to confirm your faith in this truth by
a variety of arguments, which, if throughly
unaerftood, and weighed in the {cripture-bal-
lance, may fufficiently arm, even the weakeft
of Chrifi’s theep, fo that they need not be
afraid or athamed, when called by the pro-
vidence of God, to contend with the wife
and prudent, for this part of that faith
which was once delivered to the faints. I
ihall give you a very fhort recapitulation of
whuat I have delivered, for the refrefhment of
your mcisories, and then proceed to the laft
thirg, with which we fhall clofe our thoughts
upon  his fubject, Our propofition then was
to this efic &3,

‘Yun T CLrilY’s fleep, being given him by the
Father, cr cemmizted to bim as a truf?,
bave fuch a fecuriiy in bhim, that not one
of them flall ever perifh, bur Chrilt wilf
give unto iLen all eternal life.

Anp 1 told you thie queftion lay in this:
whether an ele& veflel, having once tafted of
the gruce of God, can entirely lofe that which
was wriought in him, and fo finally perifh.
T'he in poflibility of this, and the truth of our
propofition we eftablithed from the immutable
purpoleof God inelettion s from Chr7/f’s having,
by his glorious undertaking, and the accom-

plithment of it, fet them ont of the reach of
atl
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all their enemies, v7z. fin, fatan, this world,
and death itfelf; fo that of none thofe who
would pluck them out of Chrz/f’s hand, fhall
be able to cffect it. We further eftablifhed
this truth from the confideration of the nature
of the covenant of grace, which is ordered in
all things, amd fure; from the faints union
with Chriff, as members of his body; from
Cbhbri/f’s interceffion for them, which being
founded in his blood and righteoufnefs, can-
not but be efficacious ; from the promife of
the Spirit to take up his abode in the hearts
of Chriff’s fheep, and to remain with them
for ever ; and laflly, from theabfurdityof the
contrary fentiment, as derogatory to the glory
of Father, Son, and Spirit. And thenwe came
to anfwer objections made againft it; and,
in the laft difcourfe, confidered at large the
tendency this do&rine hath to promote pra&i-
cal religion, or gofpei-obedince, in anfwer to
that cavil of our opponents, that it opens a
door to licentioufnefs. And here I obferved
to you, that as love to Geod, and faith in
him are the great {prings of evangelical obe-~
dience ; fo, this doflrine, as revealing God’s
lIove to us, and his ability to affift us, hath
the greateft tendency to draw forth thofe
graces in our fouls, which cannot but be
moft likely to encourage the chriftian in a
converfation becoming the gofpel. And I
confirmed this by obferving, that it is the very

fame way in which the holy Ghoft always
pro-
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proceeds. Thus you find the infpired apoftle
fpeaking, I befeech you therefore, brethren,
by the mercies of God, that ye prefent your bo-
dies a living facrifice, boly, acceptable unto God,
wbhich is your reafonable fervice®.

WHuAT remalns at prefent to be attended
to, is the objection arifing from the exhorta-
tions and threatnings which are fcattered up
and down in the word of God., And you
may take the fenfe of it, in its greateft lati-
tude, thus : The dofrine of the faints per-
feverance, confidered in that abfolute, uncon-
ditional way, in which we have reprefented
it, renders all the exhortations to duty, and
threatnings of punithment, in cafe of failure ;
perfectly ufelefs and infignificant, not to fay
impertinent. 'What avails exhorting me (fays
fuch a perfon) to take heed left I fall, if I
am fure this fhall never be my cafe ? or fuch
an exhortation as that of the apoftle, Tatke
beed, brethren, left there be in any of you an
ev:l beart of unbelief, in departing from the
Lving God®, if I am affured that God will
hold me f{o faft, that I never fhall depart from
him. All that fear and circum{peétion, which
the chriftian is commanded to be in the ex~
ercife of, is entirely ufelefs. For why fthould
he be afraid of that, which he is fully affured
thall never come to pafs? Thus, I think,
(our adverfaries themfelves being judges) the
objection is reprefented in its full force. Am.ii,:

i

b Rom. xii. 1. ¢ Heb. ii1. 12,
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if I miftake not, it is in the very words of
one of their greateft champions. And now,
that 1 may give a diftin¢t and full anf{wer to
it, 1 fhall,

1, PREMIsE fomething in general con-
cerning the fear of God. And,

2. LAy down fome pofitions concerning
the will of God in his exhortations and
threatnings. And, from the confidera-
tion of both thefe, I hope tc make it evi-
dent, that this objection, notwithftanding
all its appearing force, is really invalid. 1
begin,

1. WiTH endeavouring to ftate the true
meaning of the fear of God. And I cannot
but obferve,

(1.) TuaT there is a fear of God,
which, in a believer, is abfolutely unlaw-
ful, and therefore is exprefly prohibited.
This I think muft be univerfally allowed,
being fo evident from many paflages of facred
feripture.  So, for inftance, in Ifziah’s pro-
phecy, for the encouragement of the timo-
rous foul, it is faid, Strengthen ye the weak
hands, and confirm the fecble knees. Say to them
that are of a fearful beart, be firong, fear nord:
and again, Fear nof, for Iam with theec© :
and fo in the prophecy of Zechariab,
God fays, Fear nof, but let your hands be
Strong f. And Chrif? fays to his difciples, Fear
not little flock ; jfor it is your Father's good plea-

Jure

¢ Ifai. xxxv. 3, 4. ¢ Chap. xliii. 5. f Zach. viii. r3.
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Jure o give you the kingdome. And in ano-
ther place, Les not your bearts be troubled : ye
believe in God, believe alfo imme P, This then
being a flavifh fear of God, muft be looked
upon as a fin, clfe it would not be prohibited.
And if this fear is a fin, then none of thofe
exhortations to fear God, that vve meet with
in other places of {fcripture are to be un-
derftood in this light, becuufe that would be
charging the holy Ghoeft with the moft pal-
pable contradittion in the world, in com-
manding in one place, what he exprefly for-
bids, and that in the fame perfons, and un-
der the fame confiderations, in another. I
might alfo fhew you, that the children of
God, being very prone to this finful fear, the
Yord hath in many places promifed them de-
liverance from it. You have a remarkable
paflage in the prophecy of Feremiah, wherein
this matter is {et before us in a very beauti-
ful light. Therefore fear thou not, O my fer-
vant Jacob, faith the Lord, ncither be difinayed,
O Ifracl: for lo, 1 will fave thee from afar,
and thy feed from the land of their captivity g
and Jacob fhall return, and [hall be in reft and
quict, and none fhall make bim afraidi., And
you know what is faid of the good man ; be
Shall not be afraid of evil tidings : bis beart
s fixed trafling in the Lord *. Now if God
hath thus exprefly forbidden it in his chil-
dren,
® Lukexii, 32. P Jehnxivi1. 1 Jer xxx, ro. * Plal,
cxi., 7.
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dren, and given them promifes of deliverancc
from it, it muft neceffarily follow, that fuch a

fear is difjv’cafing tohim. To which I 2dd,
(2.7 TuE contrary to this flavifh fear, is an
humbie reverential awe of God, arifing from
a due fenfe of the infinite diitance there is
between him and us; and this is perfedily con-
fiftent with the greateft conifidence in him,
both ac to grace here, and glory hereafter. It
1s an empty conceit of the cmemies to this
dotrine, that becaufe a believer 1s not to
fear God asan enemy, or to be under a flavith
apprcheniion of lofing his favour, therefore
he is not to fear God atall. Thereare other
confiderations that put him upon this duty.
As he labouss to fet the Lord always beforc
him, foitis in a way of filial, relizious fear,
and holy awe of him, not as an enemy, but
as a friend, infinitely gloricus. Asan evi-
dence that perte&t love to God, ray, the
greatefl fenfe of our interefl in his 1ove, doth
not exclude, bu: indeed fill the foul with
this fear, fee wl.t the prophet Jfziab fays.
After he had been favoured with a moft inti-
mate difcovery of God’s glory, he cries out,
Wo is me, for I am undone, becaufe I am a
man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midf?
of a people of unclean lips : for mine eyes have
Jeen the King, the Lord of hofis'. God’s ab-
folute purity carried a convincing evidence
along with it to the prophet’s mind that he
was

f Ifai. vi: 5.
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was defiled. And thus it will be with us;
the more intimate our communion with God
1s, the more we fhall fee of his purity, and
our own pollution : and in proportion to it,
we fhall abhor, and humble ourfelves in duft
and afthes; and the more we fee of his glory,
the more we fhall be filled with holy awe
and reverence. When the Lord draws nigh
to us in a way of gracious difcovery, we thall
be ready enough to fay, that God is greatly fo
be feared in the affembly of the faints : and to
be bad in reverence of all them that are about
bim ™. One main thing wherein this fear
differs from that which is flavith, is, that the
one {prings from love to God, and delight in
him, and the other is always attended, either
with fome averfion to him, or exceeding hard,
and unbecoming thoughts of him.

THESE things being premifed, I come now
more immediately to attend to the objetion,
And I cannot but think that an abfolute affur-
ance, that the God who hath begun, will
carry on his work in our fouls, is perfettly
confiftent with an holy awe, and a proper de-
gree of a reverential fear of him, who by ex-
hortations and threatnings hath acquainted us
with our duty, as well as by promifes of af-
fiftance hath encouraged our faith. For your
farther fatisfaction refpecting this truth, I fhall

now proceed,
2. To

o Pfal. lxxxix, 5.
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2. To lay down the following pofitions,
which will, I apprehend, abundantly confirm
and illuftrate this matter. And,

(1.) THuE faints {pecial relation to God, as
children, doth not difannul, or abrogate their
obligation to fear and ferve him, as their crea-
tor, but indeed confirms, and eftablifhes it.
Take aview of man, as the workmanfhip of
God’s hands, and as in this refpect he is God’s
property, fo he is bound to be fubjet to the
pleafure of his Creator, in all thofe laws that
he fhall prefcribe: a failure in which you
know properly calls for punithment, but does
not imply a freedom from prior obligation.
‘Thus, for inftance, if we take a view of
Adam when fallen, why, he had indeed broken
God’s law, and fo contrated an inablility,
ever again, to come up to the f{piritual part
of any of its precepts, in his own ftrength.
But this weaknefs or infirmity doth not fup-
pofe a ceffation of his obligation to obedience,
according to that known obfervation,

THOUG H man bas Ipf}t bis power of obey-
ing, God hath not lof} bis right of commanding.

AND now let us transfer this to a child of
God. OurLord ¥efus Chrif?, he hath fulfilled
the law, indeed, for him, removed the curfe,
that {o he might inherit the bleffing; but
hereby, he hath not diffolved God’s right,
as a fovereign, to the obedience of his chil-~
dren. For obferve, though it is ubfolutely

impoffible that they thould o good and jfir
not,
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not ™, and though this thall not be the matter
of their condemnation, Clrz/} being made fin
Jor them, that they might be made the righte~
oufnefs of God in bim° 5 yet it doth not follow,
but that God has a right to all the obedience
they are able to perform. Their being re-
deemed ones doth not diffolve their rela-
tion to God, as his creatures, though it fe-
cures them from the punifhment which would
otherwife be the refult of their deficiency in
their obedicnce. This I need not dwell long
upon ; for concerning even the blefled f(pirits
above, though they are in a ftate of perfet
felicity, and in the full pofl_fiion of everlaft-
ing life, yet the Lord hath the fame right to
homage from them, as ever. For as the ob-
ligation arifes from the relation between God
and them as creatures, {o it remains for ever,
And the work of eternity will be not only to
enjoy, but to fear, and adore, the author of
all our happinefs.. So that though, I fay,
we are delivered from the law, as a covenant
of works, yet I very readily grant that we are
obliged, in pointof duty, to be found in the
performance of the precepts of it. And at
the fame time, we can blefs God, that though
we come fhort in every thing, yet this fhall
not be the matter of our condemnation, Chri/?
having fulfilled the law for us. Nay, this re-
lation of ours to God, as children, is fo far
from deftroying, that it abundantly confirms,

and

n Reclef, vil, 20, 2 2 Cor, v, 21,
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and eftablifhes our obligation to him, accord-
ing to that faying of our Lord, If yoz love me
keep my commandments®?. As if he had faid,
““ If you are fenfible of the greatnefs of my
¢ love to you, in giving myfelf for you, and
““ this hath a tendency to excite your affection
¢ to me; fhew it by endeavouring to keep my
““ commandments; this do in my firength,
““ for without me ye can do nothing 1; follow
““ me in thofe ways, in which I have gone be-
‘¢ fore you.”” ‘This then is our firft obferva-
tion, that thefaints relation to God, aschildren,
doth not deftroy, but abundantly confirm their
obligation to ferve him, as they are his crea-
tures. And this being allowed us, we go on to

obferve,
(2.) THAT an exhortation to that which is
our duty, may be perfectly confiftent with
an abfolute promife of grace to aflift us in the
difcharge of it. This is fo evident from the
general current of the word of God, that I
think it muft remain indifputable. Thus, you
know, we are commanded to fanéizfy the Lord
of bofts bimfelf, and to let him be our fear, and
2o let bim be our dread*; and it is faid, Thou
Sbalt love the Lord thy God with all thy beart,
and with all thy foul, and with all thy mind, and
with all thy flrength®; and thus we are com-
manded to put our truft in him, and ferve him,
and

P Johnxiv. 15, 9 Chap. xv.g. ¥ Ifai. viii 13. 3 Mark

xi. j0.
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and the like. 'Well, and are not the very fame
things mentioned in a way of free and gracious
promife ? Doth not God fay, I will put my
Jear in their bearts, that they fhall not deparé
Jrom me* 2 and again, I will put my [pirif
within you, and caufe you to walk in my flatutes,
and ye fhall keep my judgments and do them® 2
Now, either thefe muft be confiftent with
each other, or the Spirit of God muft contra-
di¢t himfelf. For you fee that the very fame
things which God requires in a way of duty,
in one place, he promifes in 2 way of favour
in another. Which being granted, we obferve
in the next place,

(3.) TuAT all the threatnings, which are
to be found in the facred fcriptures, were ne-
ver defigned to excite a flavith fear of God in
the believer, either as to his lofing his intereft
mm him, or falling from grace: this being
directly contrary to that joy, peace, comfort
and fatisfaCion for which the Lord hath made
abundant provifion in his word. We cannot
fuppofe a Being infinite in wifdom, in one
place, exhorting us to rejoice in him, and in
another, to be filled with the moft torment-
ing apprehenfions of his being an enemy to
us, thefe two are incompatible. If it is our
duty to joy and rejoice in the Lord, and place
our confidence in him, then certainly it is not
fo, to be tormenting ourfelves with melan-

chaly

T Jer. xxxii. 40. » Bzek. xxxvi. 27,
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choly apprehenfions, that, through the imper-
fection of our obedience, we fhall lofe our in-
tereft in the divine favour. Nothing can be
more apparent, than that the defign of the
Lord is, that his people fhould honour him by
believing, and rejoicing in him. And for this
reafon it is, that we have fuch repeated exhor-
tations thereto. Finally, my brethren, rejoice
2n the Lord™, fays the apoftle Pax/ in his
cpiftle to the Philippians; and a little after,
Rejoice i1z the Lord alway : and again I fay
rejoice* ; and thus he exhorts the Thejfa-
lonians to rcjoice evermoieY. Now if this is
our duty, as redeemed ones, it cannot be the
defign of the holy Ghoft, in the threat-
nings which are in his word, to excite that
which is contrary to it, even, a firange-
nefs to God, and a {lavith fearfulnefs of
him. But,

4. Anp laftly I obferve, that, notwith-
{tanding what I have before faid, thefe exhor-
tations and threatnings are not without their
ufe even to believers themfelves. As in the
one, they have their duty laid before them,
and are admonifhed to the difcharge of it,
as obedience is their own a&, while, at the
fame time, by the promifes of God, their faith
is encouraged to look to him for affiftance; fo
in the other, they have the conne&ion there
is between fin and punifliment fet before them,

U 2 for
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for their humiliation on the one hand, in a
juft apprehenfion that, unlefs the Lord was
to keep them, this would certainly be their
cafe, as well as it is the cafe of thofe whe
perith ; and on the other hand, it is to ex-
cite their gratitude to God, by whofe grace
and afisftance they are fenfible they fhall be

preferved.
"THus, for inftance, when they confider fuch
a paflage as that, If any man draw back, my
Joul fhall bave no pleafure in bim?, they are
inftructed firft, that they fhould certainly fall
back, even to perdition, unlefs kept by the
mighty power of God; and then, from the
dreadful condition of thofe nominal profeflors
who fall in that fort, they are quickened to
holy watchfulnefs, and circamf{pe&tion. And
then, in the view of their being of that num-
ber who hold on believing te the faving of
their fouls, they cannot but admire the grace
of God, that this diftinguifhing favour thould
be thus given to them. 'Thus then you fee
how weak this objection is. For though the
exhortations to duty fuppofe no {ufficient
power in a man of himfelf, and without the
divine aid, to difcharge it; nor threatnings, in
cafe of failure, are any juft ground for the be-
liever to fill himfelf with flavifh and torment-
ing fear; yet they are not without their ufe,
12 the hand of the Spirit of God, For as be-
Lievers,

z Heb. x. 38.
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Hevers, in their relation to God as childrens»
are under equal, if not fuperior obligations to
ferve him, as his creatures ; and therefore may
and ought to be acquainted w1th and exhorted
to their duty, thefe exhortations being per-
fectly confiftent with promifes of grace for
the difcharge of it; fo they may converfe
with the threatnings of God, without fink-
ing into a flavifh fear of him, as an ene-
my ; thofe threatnings being defigned for
their humiliation before God, that no flefb
Should glory in bis prefence ; but that, accord-
ing as it is written, be that glorzez‘b let hine
glory in the Lord® : and that, from a confide-
ration of the terrible confcquencec of the fi-
nal apoftacy of others, they may be excited
to holy diligence in duty, and a grateful dif-
charge of it, in fome proportion to fuch dif-
tmgmfhmc grace.

AND, thus then, I have finithed what I
defigned, in a doétrinal way, from this {ub-
jeét. I intended to conclude the whole with
a more large and general improvement;
but as I have made fome remarks on each
part of this glorious truth, of the faints per-
feverance, as I have gone along, fo I fhall clofe
all with a few refle€tions on this laft dif-
courfe. And,

1. HENCE we may fee the wifdom and
grace of God, in this remarkable inftance of

U 3 ity
2 1 Cor, 1. 29, 31,
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it, the conne&tion he hath been pleafed to
make, between what is our duty, and the
promifes of his grace to aflift us in the dif-
charge of it. As the one might make us
afraid, when we confider our inability, fo
by the other we can converfe with our duty
with pleafure, knowing where our help is
laid. But,

2. WE may alfo here fee the preference of
the covenant of grace to the covenant of works.
‘Theonelikethe Egypriantaik-mafters,requires
the fulltale of bricks, withoutaffording the leaft
ftraw to affift: the other gives every thing
freely ; fir(t, an intereft in the favour of God,
and then grace to help us to walk becoming
the dignity of our charaCer.

3. HatuChriff engaged that his fheep fhall
never perifh, whata diftinguifhing inftance of
grace muft it be, to be one of his flock ; and
to have fome comfortable affurance that this
is our cafe ? How may this comfort the
weakeft in the fold ? And how may it fup-
port them under all the trials and dangers,
they pafs thro’, in their way to the everlait-
ing reft?

4. AND lafily, let us be athamed of our-
{elves, that we walk no more worthy of this
privilege, and that our hearts are no more
filled with praifes to this Redeemer, whofe
truft weare. Let him have all the glory of his

own work. OSay not, my mountain ftands
fo
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fo ftrong that it fhall never be moved, in a
way of prefumption, but in a way of triumph,
and thankfulnefs. And while you maintain
this temper of mind, you will find your-
felves, under the influence of the firongeft
obligations, to behave agreeably to your believ-
ing character, and to your glorious, and your
well founded expectations.
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