SERMON III

The infufficiency of any atonerment the

ﬁ;mer can make.

Micamn, vi. 6, 7, 8.

Wherewith fhall I come before the LLorD, and
bow myfelf before the bigh Gop? Shall T
come before him with burnt-offerings, with
calves of a year 0ld2 Will thel.orD be pleafed
with thoufands of rams, or with ten thoufands
of rivers of 0il2 fhall 1 give my firft-born
for my tranfgreffion, the fruit of nzy body for
the fin of my foul?2 He hath fhewed thee, O
man, what is good ; and what doth the Lorn
require of thee, but to do juflly, and to love
mer >y, and to walk bumbly with thy Gop?

The firft SErRMON on this text.

e varty I E N God in his providence or grace
STwWIikR) is pleafed, in a peculiar way, to dif-
S tinguith a pcople with fpiritual er

=" temporal privileges, as herecby he

lays them under the ftrongeft engagements to
obedience, fo the difregard of their divine
E 4 Bene-
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Benefactor, in the midft of the enjoyment of
his favours, befpeaks the moft difingenuous
behaviour. The general condudét of the peo-
ple of the jews affords us an eminent difcovery
of this perverfencfs of human nature. And
in the wholeof their hiftory, from Mpyfes to
Chrift, as tran{mitted to us, in its feveral parts,

by boly men as they were moved by the Holy
Gboﬁ, we may read ourfelves, who natur ally,
in all the affluence of the bounties of provi-
dence, fay unto God depart from us, and on
whom the greateft obligations too frequently
make little or no imprefilon.

THE prophet Micah was fent upon a very
awful errand to the children of Ifrael, to re-
proach them for their ingratitude to their
greateft and beft Dencfaclor, and to denounce
deftined vengeance upon them. And as the
judgments threaten’d were of a very f{evere
and deftructive kind, that God might appear
to be righteous in infli¢ting them, in the chap-
ter before us, we have a plea lodged in their
confciences, and an expoftulation with them,
as to the ungrateful returns they had made the
Lord for his kindnefs and care. And itis ob-
fervable that this is uthered in with the greateft
folemnity, by an invocation of the bills and
mountains to witnefs to the controver{y be-
tween God and his people. Hear ye now
what the LCRD faith, arife, contend thou before
the mountains, and let the hills hear thy voice.

Hear ye, O mountains, the LorD’s controver/y,
and
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and ye firong foundations of the earth : for the
LoRD bath a controverfy with bis pecople, and
he will plead with Ifrael* As if he had faid,
“ Were it poffible, the moft inanimate parts
‘“ of the creation would be fenfible of the in-
“ equality and difproportion between my
“ ways of mercy, and your paths of rebel-
* lion.” You have then an affeGionate en-
quiry into the caufe of their Ingratitude. O
my people, what have I done unto thee, and
whe rem bave I wearied thee? teftify againft
me.* < If you have any charge againft me
“ produce it. If I have been unjuft or un-
“ merciful, enter your plea, and it fhall be
¢ heard.” But on the contrary, he goes on
to remind them of what he had done for
them. ¢ Have I not brought thee up out
¢ of the land of Egyps 2 did I not hear thy

¢ groans in the ftate of bondage, and re-
“ deem thee from that burdenfome fervi-
¢ tude ? did I not give thee Myfes as a leader
¢ and a lawgiver, Aaron as a prieft, and
“ Miriam as a prophetefs? did I not turn
““ Balak’s defigned evil in hiring Balaam to
“ curfe thee, into a blefling ? Refle¢t on thefe
¢ things, and then witnefs againft me, if you
‘“ have the leaft ground for it.”” In confe-
quence of this awful charge, the people of JJ-
rael are reprefented as enquiring, 1n the former
part of our text. Wherewith fball 1 come be-
Jore the LoRD, and bow myfelf before z‘bé bigh

op?

* Micah vi. 2. b Ver. 3.
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Gop P fhall Icome before bim with burnt-offer-
ings, with calves of a year old 2 Will the LorD
be pleafed with thoufands of rams, or with ten
thoeufan is of rivers of cil 2 fhall I give my firft-
born Jor my tranfzgreffion, the fruit of my body
Jor the fin of my foul 2 To which the prophet
replies, He bath fbewed thec, O man, what
is good ; and what doth the LorRD require of
thee, but to do juftly, and to love mercy, and
to walk bumbly 'wztb t/ by Gop? In which words
you have,

I. A convicTioN of guilt faftened on
their conf{ciences.

II. A resoruTIiON taken by them, to wait
upon God, and worthip in his prefence.
II1. AN inquiry into the way of expiation,

or means of atonement.

IV, Ax intimation of the impoffibility of
making an atonement, by any thing men
can do, or give. And then,

V. Anbp laftly, you have the rule of hu-
man obdience, or what it 1s that God ex-
pects, or requires of us.

E acu of thefe heads contains matter of the
higheft importance, and deferves very fpecial
attention. And, I begin,

I. Witn the convition of guilt, which
feems to be fuftened upon their confciences.
Taar
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Tuar this was the cafe, I thinkis pretty
evident, partly by their filence upon hearing
the dreadful charge brought againft them ;
but more efpecially, by their inquiring after
an atonement. If the cafe had been other-
wife, we fhould no doubt have heard of their
innocence ; for where there is any room for
it, tho’ only in our own apprehenfions, we
are naturally very prone to juftify ourfelves,
and efpecially when accufed of ingratitude.
But when the Spirit of God brings the charge
home, and we feel that we are really the perfons
who have thus come fhort of the glory of
God, and abufed his infinite goodnefs, there
is no longer any difpute: but, with Pazl,
when /fin revives© in this manner, and we com-
pare it with the purity and perfetion of the
divine law, we are difabled as to our ufual
attempts to excufe ourfelves, or extenuate our
guilt. And from the method that the Holy
Ghoft makes ufe of, to bring the Ifraclites to
a fenfe of their evil, we may learn, that the
beft way to faften a thorough conviction of
guilt on the foul, is to reprefent the mercy and
kindnefs of God as abufed, and defpifed by
its rebellion. Sometjmes the L.ord indeed
works by terrible th'fngs upon his people:
but this iffzes not in the forrow which the
gofpel recommends, without fome difplays of
the divine mercy. We never forrow truly
after a godly fort, but when we confider oué

Go

¢ Rom. vii. 9.
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Godas the beft, as well asthe higheft of beings,
as full of mercyand compaflion, aswell as pof-
fefled of indifputable authority ;and fo view our
fins as injurious to his goodnefs, as well as af-
frontive to his fovereignty. Thus you find
the Loord reafons with his people here.  Firft,
he fthews them what he had done for them,
that they might the beiter know what they
had dore againft him. All moral fuafion,
indeed, or reafoning, how juft {fo ever in
itfelf, or founded on ilie beft principles, will
be fruitlefs und inethcacious, uniefs the Spi-
nt firft create a light in the ¢ .;.s'kcned under-
ﬁanmn"", and 1mpl.1nt a prmclp e of love to
God in the foul. And thusit would have been
to no manner of purpofe for the prophet to
have {et before the people the mercies of God,
had he dowre this 1n ever {o moving and rea-
fonable a way, urdels the arm of the Lord had
been revealed® But fuppofing him to be, as
certainly he is, the author of all grace in the
foul, yet the way or means by which he ex-
cites this grace of evangeiical repentance, is
by reprefenting to the finner thofe bowels of
God’s compafilon, and the multitude of his
tender mercies, which have becn negleéted,

and trampled vpon by his cardcfi'mis and
wickednefs. The terrors of God’s wrath
againft fin have a tendency to drive us to de-~
{pair, without fome difcoverics of his mercy
and compafilon; and indeed until then, wc;

thal

4 Ifai, hiii. 1,
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fhall never have a juft fenfe of our guilt, or of
the defert of our iniquities. Thus it was with
David, when the prophet Nathan told him
that zhe Lord had put eaway his iniquity ©, he
cries out in the bitternefs of his foul, again/?
thee, thee only bave 1 finned, and done this evil
enz thy fight! And, as it is ia the firft exer-
cife of repentance, {o, in the whole of the
chriftians converfation afterwards; there is
nothing hath fo great a tendency to melt him
into ingenuous contrition for fin, as the be-
lief that God wi// beal his backflidings, and
love him freelys, that he awiil be merciful to
his unrighteoufnefs, and his fins apd bis iniqui-
ties he will remember no more  But again,

II. You have the refolution of this people
to come before the Lord, and bow in his pre-
{ence.

WHEN we are made fenfible of our defici-
encies in duty, and are awakened to a fenfe of
our guilt upon that account, we are naturally
very ready to enter into refolutions that we
will now ferve the Lord with full purpofe
of heart; his worfhip, that hath been neglected,
fhall be now conftantly, and diligently attended
to; we will come before the Lord, we will
bow to his authority, and be obedient to his
laws. There is indeed a prefence of the
moft high God from which we cannot fepa-

rate

e 2 Sam, xii. r3. f Pfal, i. 4. &-Ifai. xiv. 4. P Hcb.
viii, 1 2.
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rate ourfelves, as he fits upon the circle of the
earth, and beholds, by one all-comprehend-
ing view, things done in both worlds. But
there is alfo a fpecial prefence of God in
the ordinances of his appointment, and wor-
thip of his functuary, which, how much fo-
ever it may be defpifed, and neglected by per-
fons eftranged from him ; yet, when they are
apprifed of their guilt, they will in fome mea-
fure {ee the folly of their ways, and refolve tore-
turn unto the Lord. And thisis the prattice of
every foul under religious awakenings. When
our finswere firft fet in order before our eyes,
we entered into the firmeft refolutions, that we
would for the future be more confcientious in
all our ways, efpecially with refpe&t to our at-
tendance on religious worthip: and this hath
often ferved to ftill the clamours of confci-
ence about paft guilt, till the work has been
carried on with power, and the foul put upon
enquiry after a proper worthinefs, in which
to appear before the Lord, as a juft and holy
God. - And this leads us to the next gene-
ral head. Which is,

III. TuaT having thus refolved to come
before the Lord, they enquire in what way
they muft approach, {o as to find favour in
his fight.  Mberew:ith fLall I come before the
Lorp, and bow myfelf before the bigh Gop ?

Tr1s {fuppofes a difcovery made to the foul

of the infinite diftance, and dire& contrariety,
that
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that there is betwixt the moft high and holy
God, and itfelf, as nothing but a poor finful
creature. It wasa very juft obfervation of the
apoftle, that it is through ignorance of God's
righteoufnefs, that we go about to eflablifb our
ewn.! Were we apprifed of the perfection
and purity of his nature, and the rigorous de-
mands of his law, we mutft either contradict
our own experience, or believe it impoflible
to appear before God with comfort, but as
cloathed with perfe€t innocency and purity.
It is becaufe, either we think not atall of the
Almighty, or elfe regard him as one like our-
felves, that we ruth into his prefence, as the
horfe rufbeth into the battle, Were we fenfi-
ble that he is as neceflarily juft, as gracious,
and therefore can by no means acquit the
guilty, any more than he can deny himfelf,
we fhould be more earneft in our enquiries
wherewith to come before him. One fingle
tranfgreflion renders him our enemy, as well
as leaves us incapable of ferving him in fpirit
and in truth. Angels approach him with awe,
but then it is with the freedom of fpotlefs
creatures, that never offended him. Man be-
ing fallen from his original integrity, and hav-
ing loft his beauty, upon the leait fpiritual
awakening, muft be fenfible of the enmity
there is between God and him. And it is
obfervable, that this feems to have been a prin-
ciple common to the whole world, though

known

! Rom. x. 3.
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known only in the glory of it, by that gofpel
wbhich bath brought life and immortality to light.
As there 1s nonation without its God, fo the
have all by their practice acknowledged that
they had a fenfe of guilt, in thofe facrifices,
of fome kind or other, which they have
been ufed to offer to their offended deities.
And as it thus fuppofes that we Znow God
in fome meafure, before we can obey the gof~
pel of bis Son*, or thall be folicitous after a
righteoufnefs in which to approach unto himj;
fo you have here feveral methods propofed,
fome of God’s inftitution, though defigned
to other purpofes, and fome of man’s inven-
tion, that were abominations in his fight,
And,

THE firft of thefe is that of burnt-offerings,
and calves of a year old. Thefe were appointed
by God to be obferved by the children of Ifrae/,
through all their generations, not as expiatory
in themf{elves, but as fpecifying, and fhadow-
ing forth good things to come! < Shall I comne,
¢ fays Ifi-ael, with thefe ? they have divineau-
¢ thority for their fan&ion; or will God be
 better pleafed w:ith rams, or with thoufands
<« ofthem? orif 07/ {hould be more acceptable,
<« will ten thoufand rivers of it be {ufficient to
¢ talce awaymy guilt? orif hebe cwearied out
¢ with his own appointments, {o that he will
¢ have no more fuch eblations, fhall I give hin
< sy firft bern, according to the barbarous fu-

¢« perftitious
k 2 Thef. i, 8. ! Heb. x. 1.
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¢« perftitious cuftom of the heathens, the
¢ child of my ftrength, the {fon of my affec~
 tion for my tranfgreffion, or the fruit of my
“ body for the fin of my foul? This is all that
« I have in my power, except I give my body
¢ to be burnt; and this fhall be readily offered,
¢ if it may be accepted.”” From which we
may learn thefe two things:

1. How eafy a matter it is to miftake the
defign of God in his inftitutions. It is avery
great unhappinefs to converfe with the ordi-
nances of God from wrong principles, or with
miftaken views. All the fervices of the old
teftament-difpenfation, many and pompous as
they were, had no immediate influence upon
the people’s acceptance with God, nor were
defigned to eclipfe the glory of Chrift, as zhe
Lord our righteoufnefs : and whenever they
were regarded as expiatory, it was an abufe
put upon them, contrary to the intention of
the great Lawgiver. And, would to God the
children of Ifrae/ were alone in their abufe
of divine inftitutions. How eafy is it to ob-
{erve, in ourfelves and others, the aptnefs there
is to reft in duty, or to regard the facrifice of
praife, or a broken heart, as the ground of
God’s delight in us ? T here is a wide differ-
ence between negleéting or defpifing, and ido-
lizing a duty or ordinance. By the one we
contemn the authority of Chri/?, and by the
other we diminith his glory, by making any
thing a partner, or competitor with him.

F 2. Hence

~
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2. HexcE we may alfo fee that perfons un-
der conviGtions will naturally turn to any thing,
how expenfive or unnatural foever, rather than
fubmit to God’s righteoufnefs. They will heap
up oblations, give thoufands of rams, and ten
thoufands of rivers of oil, nay, lofe the ten-
dernefs of a parent, in their concern for fin,
and give up the fruif of their bodies, as a fa-
crifice for their tranfgreffions, rather than look
to him whom God has fét forth as a propitia~
t7on.  And how agreeable is this to the con-
du€t of many in our day? If conftancy in
their attendance upon divine worthip, or the
largeft charity may fuffice, they may have {omne
light into the way that leads to everlafting life.
But if they muft ceafe from pride, and glor
only in the Lord, if Chriff muft have all the
honour of falvation, and they be no fharers
with him, they practically fay they will rather
have no life, than receive it from his hands.
O the vilenefs and enmity of our natures!
the pride of our hearts ! and the obftinacy of
our wills! This ought to be matter of lamen-
tation unto us. What grievous penances do
the poor deluded papiffs fubmit to? what
large contributions do they chearfully make,
to gain {alvation out of God’s way? And I
am perfuaded, that, what feems to be moft
contrary to nature, would rather be fubmitted
to by the carnal mind, than that Ch»iff alone
thould be exalted. What neceffity then is
there for his mighty power to fubdue every

high
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high thought and imagination, before we
thall become his willing people ? Which leads

us,

1V. T o thew you the impofiibility of any
thing of ours, to make atonement, or to take
away fin.

WE may offer burnt-offerings, or thoufands
of rams, and, if poffible, do every thing of
this kind mentioned in the text ; but all will
not do. And that for thefe two reafons: fir/2,
they were never defigned by God to this end ;
nor, fecondly, are they in themfelves fufficient
for it.

1. THEY were never appointed by God
unto this purpofe. The apoftle to the be-
brews thews us at large, that none of their
rites were defigned to be fubftituted in the
room of Chrift : and accordingly you find,
when they were abufed by the.people, God
very ftrongly declares his abhorence of them
which muft be underftood as refpeting rather
the abufe of thefe inftitutions, than the infti-
tutions themfelves; for they were not only good,
but then in their full force. There are two
remarkable pafiages in the prophecy of Ifziah
to this purpofe. Hear the word of the Lord, ye
rulers of Sodom, and give ear unto the law of our
God, ye people of Gomorrab. To what purpefe
is the multitude of your [acrifices unto me? faith
the Lord : I am full of burnt-offerings of rams,

and the fat of fed beafts, and I delight not in
F 2 the
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the blood of éullocks, cr of lambs, or of be-goats,
When ye come to appear before me, who bath
required this at your bands to tread my courts g
Bring no iore vain oblations, incenfé is an abo~
mination unto me, the new moons, and fabbatbs,
the calling of affemblies I cannot away with,
2t s iniquity, even the [olemn meeting. Your
new moons, and your appointed feafls my foul
hateth : they are a trouble unto me, 1am wearyto
bear them™ And, theyarerejeted with greater
abhorrence, if poflible, in another paflage in
the fame prophecy, He that killeth an ox, is
asif be flew a man : be that facrificeth a lamb,
as if " be cut off a dog’s neck: be that offereth
an oblation, as if be offercd fwwine’s blood : be that
burneth incenfe, as if be blcfled anidol™ 1t muft
be very furprifing to every confiderate mind,
to obferve here, with how much deteftation
the Lord rejects thofe very inftitutions, which
he him{elf had fo pofitively commanded. But
when we confider, how ftrangely they were
abufed by the jews, in the regard they paid
them, and the dependance they had upon
them, as making atonement, then the won-
der ceafes; for it is very evident from the
whole tenor of God’s word, that he never de-
figned the blood of bulls and goats, or the afbes
of an beifer to take away finy° for then there
would have been no occafion to have laid the
sniguities of his people oz his Son, or to have
made
. ™ Huii i 1o,~—14, ™ Chap. lxvi. 3. © Heb. ix. 13. and

X. -

2
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made bis foul an offering for jin® DBut as that
which may tuli, titisly us that God never in-
tended it, compare what you find in Romaus

i, 25. wiere we are told of Chriff, that God
batl /. him forth, or as it fhould have been

rendered 8, pre-ordained him to be a propitia-
zion thro jaith in bis blood, todcclare bis righ-
teoufizcfs for the remiffion of fins, compare this,
I fay, with 1 Coringh. i. 30. But of bim are
ye in Chrift Fefus, who of God is made unto
us wifdom, righteoufnefs, [anélification, and
redemption, and you will eafily fee, that it was
never the defign of God, that burnt-offerings
or rivers of oil thould fatisfy for fin. And we
know that bis counfel fhall fland, and be will
do all bis pleafure.”

2. Turs will further appear, if we confi-
der the infufficiency of thefe rites, in them-
felves, to anfwer the demands of divine juftice,
or to comeup to the perfection which the law
of God requires. Now the law requires per-
fection of nature, and univerfal uninterrupted
obedience ; and, in cafe of failure, threatens
dcath. And let us then confider what is pro-
pofed here. And here is nothing to anfwer
for that perfe@ion of obedience thatis required.
All that can be thought of by thofe, who
would give the fruit of their bodies for the fin
of their fouls, is, that it fhould take away the
penalty threatened : But then, it is alfo necef-

F 3 fary

P Ifai, Yil. 6, 10. 9 weofdere. f Ifai. xlvi. 10.
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fary that the law be made honourable by a per-
fection of obedience. Further, as all that is
propofed anfwers but to one part of a finner’s
cafe, fo it 1s altogether infufficient for that;
for what is there in the blood of bulls or of
goats that can fatisfy for the breach of the di-
vine law ? 1Is there any proportion between a
created life, and the affront offered againft an
infinite Being ? What tho’ we could give the
whole world, and all the lives of men and
angels in both worlds, would it equal the debt
we owe to God ? No, fin, asit carriesin it a
contempt of the divine authority, leaves the fin-
ner helplefs, as well as hopelefs in himfelf,
This the apoftle treats with fuch a force of
reafoning in the 1oth of the bedrews that he
that runs may read it. For the law, fays he,
baving a fhadow of good things to come, and
n0t the wvery image of the things, can never
with thofe facrifices, awhich they offered year by

ear, make the comers thereunto perfeét : for
then would they not have ceafed to be offered®
We come now,

V. To confider what it 1s that zhe Lord our
God requires of us, and that 1s, fo do juftly,
and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with
bim.

BuTt of thefe things I fhall confider here.
after, and conclude this difcourfe with a few
remarks on what has been faid. And,

1. Wi

3 Hebe x. 1, 2.
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1. WE may here juftly reflect on the great
unhappinefs and folly of the jewith nation,
who fell into f{o general and fatal a miftake
with refpe¢t to the defign of the ceremo-
nial law, notwithftanding fuch great care was
taken, to guard them againft rcfting in the

erformance of its rites, for their juftification
in the fight of God. This led them to add
many inventions of their own to thofe divine
appointments, and into a neglect of him who
is the end of the law for jultifying righteoufnefs,
and confequently into a carnal apprehenfion,
and very partial difcharge of the moral law it~
{felf, and upon the whole, expofed them, in
the end, to the feverity of the divine refent-
ments. Again,

2. WE may from hence fee the infinite ad-
vantages we enjoy under the gofpel difpenfa-
tion: by which we are delivered from this
yoke of ceremontes, and have fo clear a reve-
lation of Fefus Chrift in all the glory of
his fatisfaction, and perfection of his righ-
teoufnefs.

3. Tuis will furely teach us the aggra-
vations of their crimes, under thefe fuperior
advantages, who attempt to add their own
foolith inventions to the appointments of
God, or reft on any thing but Chrift Jefus,
and What he has done, and fuffered, for their
juftification before him. To which I will

add,
F 4 4. AND
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4. AND laftly, The double obligation we
are under, both from our deliverance from
the burden of the legal ceremonies, and the
clear revelation we enjoy of Chrift and his
falvation, to manifeft our firm and humble
faith in him, by the holinefs of our lives and
converfations,

S E R-



SERMON IV,

Of the duties of juflice, and mercy.

Micau vi. 8.

He hath fbewed thee, O man, what is good,
and what doth the Lord require of thee,
but to do juftly, and to love mercy, and zo
walk bumbly with thy God 2

‘The fecond SERMON on this text.

MEAVING, in a former difcourfe,
7@, from the foregoing words, confi-
e2®| dered the reprefentation which the
~ prophet gives of a conviftion of
guilt faftened upon the confciences of the
people of Ifrael ; and upon this the refolution
taken by them, to wait upon God, and to
worfhip in his prefence ; having confidered
the enquiry they make into the way of ex-
piation, and treated on the intimation that is
given of the impofiibility of making an at-
tonement by any thing men can do. I pro-
ceed now, v



74 Of the duties of

V. To confider what it is that the Lord
our God requires of us, and that is, fo do ju/t-
ly, and to love mercy, and to walk bumbly
with bim.

ANnD, from what hath been offered under
the former heads, it is evident, that he re-
quires none even of thefe ut our hands, asthe
ground of our reconciliation to him, or ac-
ceptance with him. For if the fruit of our
bodies is infufficient fo take away the guilt of
our fouls; how much more infufficient muft
thofe fervices be, which God hath a natural
right, as our Creator, to demaund, and which,
at the fame time, in the beft of men are (o
very imperfet, as to need the perfuming in-
cenfc of the interceding Fefits to be accepted
at all. Suppofing therefore that we are re-
deem’d, and only fo, by the blood of Chrif?,
from the curfe of a violated law, regarding I
fay ourfelves, as heirs of the grace of God,
dnd expeQants of eternal glory, I fhall en-
quire what it is, in the fenfe of the pro-
phet, that the Lord, as our God, looks for
at our hands, and for the performance of
which, he will fupply us with neceflary mea-
fures of his grace. And this is,

t. To dojuflly.

JusTice towards our fellow creatures, is
one great branch of natural, as well as reveal-
ed religion. As it would be impofiible, that
fociety among men fhou’d be preferved, and

order
2
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order maintained without it ; fo it is a recei-
ved principle, agreed to by the common con-
fent of all nations, that fraud, extortion, vi-
olence, and oppreflion, which are oppofed
to juftice, and faithfulnefs, are deftructive to
community, wherever they are allowed of,
or connived at. ‘This part of natural reli-
gion receives very confiderable improvement
from revelation, as reprefented in the ftrong-
eft light, and enforc’d by the moft conclu-
five reafonings.

IT may be confidered under two branches ;
Jirft, as it refpe&s the fubftance; and fe-
condly, the charater and reputation of our
fellow creatures, or fellow chriftians.

(1.) THEN, we are Zo do juflly towards the
fubftance or the eftates of others. That is,
in the whole of our converfation, we are to
endeavour, as near as may be, to give to e-
very one his due: and, though we fhou’d
have it in our power fecretly to defraud or
over-reach our neighbour, we are to be as
con{cientious in avoiding it, as we wou’d the
moft barefac’d injury or opprefiion.

In the feveral callings in which the provi-
dence of God hath fixed us, we are to be
faithful and honourable in our dealings. This
you find exprefly commanded under the firft
difpenfation : Thou_fhalt not defraud thy neigh-
bour, and the wages of bim that is hired, {hall
not abide with thee all night, wuntil the morn-
ing.* And foagain, ye fball do no unrighte-

a Lev. xix. 13.
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oufnefs in judgment, in mete-yard, in weight,
or 1n meafure.  fuft balances, juft weights, a
Juft epbab, and a juft bin fhall ye bave: I am
the Lord your Cod, which brought vou out of
the land of Egypt. Therefore fhall ye obferve
all my flatutes and all my judgments, and do
them : I am the Lord.® And if the people
of Ifrael were obliged to this, not only frem
their relation to God as their creator, but as
efpecially favour’d with his providential ap-
pearances for them; how much more does
it become chriftians, who profe(s to bclieve
that Chr:/f hath deliver'd them from the con-
demnation of the law, and from the bondage
of fin, and the deftrué&tion of heil, to be
faithful and holy in all manner of converfa-
tion. The reafon of this comniand I take
to be founded in our mutual relation to each
other as creatures. No man can apprehend
himfelf to be wrong’d, orinjurd in his fub-
ftance, with pleafure and fatisfaction. As we
therefore would have others a& towards us,
we are to deal by them. The prophet Ma-
lachy reafons upon this fubject with a great deal
of force. Hawve we not, {ayshe, all one father 2
hath not one God created us 2 why do «we deal
treacheroufly every man againft bis brother 2 <
(2.) WEe are to do juftice to the cha-
rater, and reputation of our fellow crea-
tures, or fellow chriftians, as well as to
their fubftance. I doubt not but there are

many,
» Ver. 36, 37. ¢ Chap. ii, 10.
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many, under a profeflion of religion, who
would not allow themfelves in any inftances
of fraud or injuftice in their dealings, and yet,
make little or no conicience of their words,
forgetting that an invafion on our property in
worldly things, is a much inferior injury to a
wound or ftain in our reputation. It is men~
tion’d as one of the greateft branches of wic-
ednefs for which God will reprove, that a
man fitteth, and [peaketh againft bis breiber,
and flandereth bis own mother’s fon. 8 And
Solomon reckons among the feven things that
the Lord abbors, a falfe witnefs that [peaketh
lizes, and bim that foweth difcord among bre-
thren. © And, under the new teftament, the
apoftle Paul recommends it to Z7zus, to put
the brethren in mind, zbat they fpeak evil of
mo man, and afligns a good realon for it, for
we our [elves alfo were fometimes foolifh, and
difobedient. €
‘THis then is one part of the reafonable
fervice that the Lord requires of us, that we
do juftly to the eftates and characters of our
fellow creatures, aud furely, (by the way)
hence we may conclude, that if God will be
the avenger of injuftice towards his creatures,
much more f{o towards his Son. If the wa-
ges of every inftance of injuftice is death, of
bow much forer punifbment, fuppofe ye, [ball
they be thought worthy, who bave trodden un-
der foot the Son of God; and counted the blood
of the covenant an unboly, or common, zhing 2%
Will
4Pfa. 1, zo0. °¢Prov,vi.19. fChap.iii;2, 3. &Hcb.x. 2g.
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Will not the righteous Lord, think you, fe-
verely refent the refufal to render to Chrift
his due; which muft be the cafe where the
glory that is effential to his perfon, and the
honour that is due to his atonement are refu-
fed him ? But then again,

2. WE are to love mercy, as well as to do
Jufthy.

Mercy fuppofes the objelts of it to be
miferable, and fo to ftand in need of a com-
paflionate regard. Accordingly, it is highly
agreeable to the laws of nature, as well as the
revealed will of God, that we fthould pity,
and fympathize with our fellow creatures in
diftrefs. Solomon tells us, that be that is glad
at calamities, f[hall not be unpunifbed.® 1t
muft needs be moft barbarous to infult a
perfon in mifery, and to triumph over dif-
trefs. The gofpel carries this matter further,
obliging us not only, in general, to pity
perfons in affli®ion; but if our very ene-
my fhould bunger, we are to have mercy
on bim, {fo as to feed him ; and thus by re-
turning good for evil, we are to bezp, as it
were, coals of fire upon bis head:* and for
this we have not only the command, but ex-
ample of our great Lord, who died praying
for thofe that embrued their hands in his
blood, and breathed his {oul into his Father’s
hands, with this amazing requeft, Father,
Sorgive them, for they know not what they do.*
And the apoftle Pau/ feems to want words

to

» Prov. xvii. 5. ! Rom. xii. 20, 2r. * Luke xxiii, 34.
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to exprefs to us this great and glorious princi-
ple, when he fays, Put on therefore, (as the
eleét of God, holy and beloved) bowels of mercies,
kindnefs, bumblenefs of mind, mecknefs, long-fuf-
Jering 3 foréearing ome another, and forgiving
one another, even as Chrift_forgave you. !
AGAIN, a perfon may not only be mifera-
ble by his neceffity, but through his own
folly and mifcarriage ; and then if the offence
be private, if we obferve repentance in our
brother, we are to be eafy fo be entreated, and
forgive him, though it be to feventy times
feven ™ Nay, if the offence be of a more
ublic nature, as far as our regard for the
honour of Chriff, and the good of fociety
will admit it, we are to judge favourably :
and whilft we are faithful to our Lord, we
are to be as merciful as may be to our fellow
creature. This you find eminently in the
example of the inceftuous perfon : the apof-
tle Paul was as earneft that the corinthians
thou’d receive him upon his repentance, with
all the refpe& and love due to a brother ; as
he was {olicitous they fhou’d rejeét him,
whilft he was infenfible of his offence. * And
where any profefiing chriftians are above re-
ceiving returning finners, in all the bowels of
mercy, they, as really, and, perhaps, as hei-
noufly offend againft God, as in any other
injury or opprefiion. For the fame God who
fays, thou fhalt not fleal, has allo faid, thou

Shalt

I I Col. iii. 17. ™ Luke xviii. 22. ® 1 Cor. v. compared
with 2 Cor, vii.
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Jhalt love thy neighbour as thy felf. He who
requires us to 4o ju/tly, will have us alfo love
mercy.

WE are not only to be merciful, but to
love mercy : And this may imply either the
readinefs, or chearfulnefs with which we are
to fhew it; or the degree of our regard to
this difpofition.

First, We are to doit, readily, not only as
our duty, but our privilege. This is to be
Jollowers of God as dear children, ° for he de-
lLghts in mercy.® And wherever this is the
cafe, it doubles the favour, and renders it
the more peculiarly acceptable to the perforx
on whom it is beftowed. When we are not
driven to pity the diftreffed merely from the
extremity of their cafe, but as thofe who are
fenfible that we are under higher obligations
to God for the freedom and f{overeignty of
his kindnefs to us, it appears to flow from
the fpiritual tenor and difpofition of our fouls.
Thus what we do, in this refpe&, is to be
done with all our hearts. Again,

SeEcoNprY, It may imply the largenefs of
our mercy. We are to /sve mercy. What~
ever a man delights in, he wou’d do it fre-
quently, and fully. And in this we are to
meafure our duty by the circumitances of
the diftrefled, and the ability God hath gi-
ven us. If we have it not in the power of
our hands to communicate of our fubftance,
we arc to help them by our advice, and by our

prayers.

i

-

ph.v L P Micah vii, 18.
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prayers. But where God hath given us large-
ly of the good things of this life, freely have
we recezrued and freely alfo are we to give.
And the necefiity a man is in of a continual
fupply of the abundant mercies of God, is a
very juit rule by which he ought to meafure
his pity and bounty to his fellow creatures.

THuUs then I have confidered the two firft
branches of our duty, 70 do juftly, and to love
mercy ; under which two heads may be re-
duced all the commands of the fecond table,
refpeting our fellow creatutes. And before
I enter upon the firft table, or our duty to-
wards God, it will be neceffary to make fome
remarks upon what I have faid. And,

1. From hence then we may learn the
glorious perfe@ions of the great Lawgiver.
As we may know fomething of the nature
of a prince by the laws he enalts; fo we
may read the glory of God in the rules that
he hath prefcribed for us to walk by. He
muft needs be a boly and a gracious God,
who requires us 70 do juftly, and to leve mer-
¢y. That is a very magnificent defcription
of the holinefs of God, which Mpbfes gives
us in his fong. Who is like unto thee, O
Lord amongft the gods2 «cho is like thee, glori—
ous in holinefs, fearjul in praifes, a’omé won-
ders? ¢ And it is a very infiruive repre-
fentation, which we have in the revelotion of
the worfhip of perfeCted faints in the up-

per world.  They fing the fong of Mofes
the

9 Exod. xv. 12.

G
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the fervant of God, and the fong of the lamb,
Jaying, Great and marvellous are thy works,
Lord God almighty, juft and true are thy
ways, thou King of faints. Who fball not fear
thee, O Lord, and glorify thy name?2 for thou
only art boly. * And as God is juft, {o healfo
1s merciful ; that is, in a way confiftent with
his juftice. For otherwife, whatever notions
we may have of this attribute, it muft be
rather a weaknefs than a perfeltion. And
therefore you find them both joined together
by the plalmift, Fuftice and judgment are the
babitation of thy throne: mercy and truth
Shall go before thy face.® So that, whillt we
are learning our duty, we may obferve the
infinite and harmonious perfe¢tions of that
God who hath commanded it; that he is a
being, as ftri¢tly juft and holy, as he is mer-
ciful and good. Again,

2. FroM hence we may infer the imper-
fettion of our obedience. Is there a mouth
in the whole world, but what muft be ftop-
ped before God, with refpect to the duties
of the fecond table ? Were we never unfaith-
ful to any truft repofed in us? did we never
wrong our neighbour, either in his perfon,
or his eftate ? have we, upon all juft occafi-
ons, been ready to put on bowels of compaf-
fion, pity, and tendernefs? can we fay that
we have been fully, and always faithful in thefe
things ? No, furely. If confcience performs
sts office faithfully, it muft tell us how infinite-

ly

" Rev. xv. 3, 4. 3+ Pfal. Ixxxix. 14.
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ly fhort we have all come of our duty in
thefe refpeéts: agreeable to what the apoftle
Paul obferves at large to the Romans; when
fpeaking of the perfon, whofe damnation is
Jufl, What then? fays he, are we better than
they 2 No, in no wife : for awe bave before
proved both fews and Gentiles, that they are
all under [in, as it is written, There is none
righteous, no not one.* From whence he con-
cludes, zhat every mouth thould be flopped, and
all the aworld become guilty before God. For
by vhe deeds of the law, fhall no flefb be juftifi
ed in bis fight.* Let us remember then the
imperfection of our circumftances at beft,
and confequently the unworthinefs of our
conduct, that, whenever we glory, it may be
in the Lord. But again,

3. Hence we fee the intire confiftency
there is between our looking to Chrzff as the
Lord our righteoufirefs, and our regard to the
precepts of the moral law, as good in them-
felves, and neceflary to us, both as to life,
and godlinefs. He that hath commanded us
to believe on his Son, and hath premifed eter-
nal life and happinefs through him, and on
his account, hath left it as our duty to mazu-
tain good works. ¥ 'The {fame fefis who
came to deftroy and abolith the condemning,
hath left in full force the commanding part
of the law. He hath indeed removed the
enmity, that was betwixt God and us, for the

breach of it; but he hath eftablith’d the fpi-
G 2 ritual

* Rom. iii g, 10. v Ver. 19, 20. w Tit. iii. 8.
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ritual part, and requires our regard to it:
and as he knows we are impotent, as well as
unworthy, he hath dire¢ted us to look to
himfelf for affiftance for the difcharge of du-
ty, as well as merit for the favour of God.
You fee the prophet in the text, at the fame
time that he affures us that nothing on our
part can anfwer for our tranfgreflions, tells
us what God expects of us. As it is impi-
ous to fay we have liberty to fin in our prac-
tice, becaufe grace hath abounded in our ex-
perience ; fo it is the higheft idolatry to pre-
fent our fervices, as an oftering to God for
our acceptance. It will be allowed, I ap-
prehend, that our Lord was a judge in this
matter : and he fays to his difciples, #hen
ye fhall bave done all thofe things wbhich are
commanded you, fay, We are unprofitable [er-
vants : we bave done that which was our duty
fo do. * Which he illuftrates by this quef-
tion, Will a mafter thank that ferwvant that
doth the things that were comiianded bim 2 ¥
Will he think himfelf obliged? much lefs
then the fovereign Lord of all, who fills
heaven and earth with his prefence and glo-
ry. But becaufe he will not thank him for
his fervices, as an obligation laid on him,
does he therefore ceafe from his right to
thofe fervices? by no means. So that you
{fee there is the higheft confiftency betwixt
keeping the commandments, as a rule given

us
* Luke xvii. 10. ¥ Ver. 9.
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us by God to walk by, and not trufting in
our obedience, as fatisfactory for our accept-
ance with him.

4. Anp laftly, in all our a&ions towards
our fellow creatures, we are to be careful
that one duty does not fhut out another.
We are 70 do juftly, but then fo, as fo love
mercy ;5 and we are to exercife mercy, {o as
to do juffly, ‘That which would be juftice
in ane cafe, may be cruelty in another. And
that which would be mercy in one circum-
ftance, may be injuftice in another. Thus,
fuppofing a crime committed in which the
good of {fociety is concerned, to take no no-
tice of this, is to be unjuft: becaufe it is in-
juring a whole community. Buat fuppofing
the cafe of a private nature, in which a man’s
felf is only concerned, to take all the advan-
tage of juftice, in many inftances, would be
unmerciful,

I sHOU’D now have proceeded, under the
laft general head, to confider the other branch
of our duty, and that is o walk bumbly with
our God; where we have a very large field
of difcourfe, as what includes the whole
firft table. The former hath a more imme-
diate refpect to our converfation with men,
this to our afions towards God. Un-
der the firft we are viewed as in the world,
under the latter as converfing more immedi-
ately with the divine Being. But that I

fhall not enter upon at prefent: and only
G 3 add,
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add, that we have abundant caufe to blefs
the name of the Lord our God, that whilft
we muft plead guilty before him, he hath
revealed a way, in which juftice and mercy
are reconciled, all his perfeGtions glorified,
and yet that there is hope in Sion concern-
ing the greateft of finners.

SE R-



SERMON V,

Of walking bumbly with God,

Micau vi. 8.

He bath fhewed thee, O man; what is good ;
and what doth the Lord require of thee, but
to do juftly, and to love mercy, and to walk

bumbly with thy God?

The third SeRMoN on this text,

O be admitted into the friendfhip of
< a great and good man, and much
541 more of a powerful and mighty

"™ prince, is juftly efteemed among the
moft valuable bleffings of this life; and in
proportion to the greatnefs, or wifdom of
the perfon, his converfation is regarded as an
honour and a privilege. It is but now and
then that we hear of a peafant being recei-
ved into the confidence and familiarity of his
prince. How extraordinary an inftance of
G 4 conde-
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condefcenfion is it then in the great and ha=
ly God to allow, nay even to require, his
people to walk with him in a way of friend-
ly communion? When, with David, we con-
Jider the beavens the work of bis hands, the
SJurn moon and flars which be bath ordained,
and turn our thoughts to thofe wmini/lring
Jpirits, thole fons of the morning, who enjoy
a conflant view of the perfections of his na-
ture, and inceflantly adore his glory, we may
well fay, What is man that thou art mindful of
him, or the fon of man that thou vifiteft him ¢ *
That God fhould require us to make him
our fear and our dread, to walk before bim
112 uprightnefs, and to tremble in his pre-
fence, is not {o furprifing : but, that he fhould
fix an infeparable conne&tion betwixt our hap-
pinefs and our duty, or betwixt our reafonable
fervice and our privilege, how amazing is
fuch condefcending goodnefs as this? To
meafure the dimenfions, or fathom the depths
of this grace calls for the enlarged capacities
of a perfected {pirit, and yet even fo it is,
that he who will not be pleafed with zbox-
Jands of rams, or ten thoufands of rivers of oil,
he who will not admit of the facrifice of
the fruit of our bodies for our tranfgreffions,
hath not only required us #o do juftly, and to
love mercy, but to walk bumbly with him,
The two former duties, I have thewn you, re-
fpeCt the fecond table, in which the Lord

calls

a Pfa. viil. 3, 4.
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calls for equity in our dealings, and for the .
love of mercy towards the objects of com-
paffion, among our fellow creatures, We
proceed now,

3. To the laft claufe of the words, and
which contains the laft branch of our duty,
viz. to walk bumbly with our God.

Turs indeed mcludes the whole of
the firft table; and I hope to make it evi-
dent that what God calls for at our hands,
as agreeable to our relation to him as crea-
tures, and efpecially as redeemed by the
blood of his Son, is one main branch of our
happinefs, and the fruit of our belonging to
the covenant of grace. And here, you will
eafily obferve, that there are thefe #three
things to be inquired into from this claufe of
our text.

FirsT, The duty it felf, and that is zo wal/%
with God.

Seconpry, The manner of its perform-
ance; it is to be done bumbly : and,

THIRDLY, The reafon, or authority by
which it is enjoined; the Lord hath
required it of us. I begin,

FirsT, with the duty itfelf, and this is %o
walk with God. In his prefence, we are told,
is _fulnefs of joy, and at bis right band are

pleafures for evermore.® To enjoy the fa-
vourable

b Pfa, xvi. 11.



9o Of walking bumbly with God.

vourable {miles of the fountain of all excellency
mult needs give joy unfpeckable, and full of
glory. Happy is the man, that is in fuch a
cafe, yea thrice happy 7s the man whofe God
25 the Lord. < It is faid of Enoch that he
walked with God. ¢ And you find the fame
expreflion, with little alteration, very fre-
quent in {cripture. As this cvidently takes
in the whole of our religion, {o there
are many things neceflarily prefuppofed, as
antecedent to fuch an honourable and graci-
ous intimacy with the divine Being, as is
imntended by this phrafe. For,

1. You know there muft be a mutual
agreement between two parties, before they
can walk together. Enmity implies averfion;
and there can be no friendly communion,
much lefs agreeable wa/k, between two that
are diretly oppofite to each other. So that
to walk with God, fuppofes that he is at
peace with us, and we with him. 'This was
the cafe originally betwixt the great Febovabh
and our firft parents, whillt they retain’d
their integrity. God could converfe with
them with delight, and they commune with
him with freedom. But no fooner had they
finned againft him, than they difcovered a prin-
ciple of enmity, in flying from his prefence.
And methinks we need no other evidence,
that in this we all bear their image, than the
conftant experience we have of a corrupt

principle
¢ Pfal. cxliv. 13, 4 Gen, v, xxiv,
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principle within us, which fays unto the Al-
mighty, Depart from us, for we defire not
the knowledge of thy ways.* And hence it is
the apoftle obferves, that whilft we are iz
the flefb, or firangers to the work of the Spi-
rit upon our {fouls, we cannot pleafe God ;
and afligns this reafon for it, becaufe the car-
nal mind is enmity againff God:f it is in
league with his enemies, fin and fatan, and
filled with the firongeft averfion to him.
And, as we are enemies to God by wicked
works, {0 he is at enmity with us; being of
purcr eyes than to bebold iniguity, he muft
abhor the workers of it, confidered as his
enemies. Of this you have many intima-
tions in his word. Sce, inftead of many o-
thers, thefe two very awful paflfages, pfalm
V. 4, 5. For thou art not a God that bath
pleafure in awickednefs: neither fhall evil dwell
with thee. The foolifl) fhall not fland in thy
fight : thou bateft all workers of iniquity.
To which you may add what is mentioned
in pfalm xi. 5, 6: The Lord trieth the righ-
teous : but the wicked and bim that loveth vi-
olence, bhis foul bateth. Upon the wicked be
Shall rain [nares, fire, and brimflone, and an
borrible tempeft : this fball be the portion of
their cup.

Now this being the enmity that is natu-
rally between God and us, as the prophet
Amos obferves, & Can two walk fogether ex-

cepe

* Job. xxi. 14. f Rom.viii. 6, 7, 8. & Chap. iii, 3.
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ccpt they be agreed? The way in which, or
the perfon by whom, we arrive at this privi-
lege is the Lord Fefis Chrif2, who is ftiled
our peace, " and, is faid, to have diffroy’d
the enmity betwixt God and us. As we are
made nigh to God through him, he having
finifbed tranfgreflion, and made an end of fin,
and reconcil’d God unto us by his everlafting
righteoufnefs. The means of our reconcili-
ation to God, is the agency of his Spirit; who
reveals the Saviour, in the glory of his per-
fon, and perfeltion of his atonement, and
powerfully deftroys every high thought and
imagination, that wou’d exalt it felf againft
the Lord, and his Chr7f#; and leads the believer
into a difcovery of the excellency of the wif~
dom, grace, and glory of this way of re-
demption ; enabling him to bles God for
it, and rejoice in it. 'This you have repre-~
fented to you, in both the branches of it, in
a very jult light by the apoftle Paul: And
all things are of God, fays he, wbho bhath re-
conciled us to bimfelf by Sefus Chrift, and bath
given to us the miniftry of reconciliation. To
wit, that God was in Chriff, reconciling the
world unto bimfelf, not imputing their trefpaf-
fes unto them, and bath committed unto us the
word of reconciliation. Now then we are am-
bafladors for Chrift, as though God did be-
Jeech you by us; we pray you in Chriff's flead,
be ye reconciled to- God. For be bath made

bim

b Eph. il. 14.
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bim to be fin for us, who knew no fin; that
ae might be made the righteoufnefs of God in
bhim.! In which paffage you have, firft an
intimation of the way of reconciliation on
God’s part. It is by Chri/# that he becomes
one with us; by putting away our fins, and
imputing them unto his Son. Again, our
being friends with God being neceflary, as
well as his friendfhip to us; he hath commiz-
fed unto his minifters this word of reconcili-
ation : in the miniftration of which they, as
ambaffadors for Chriff, in his name, and by
his authority, deliver this meflage of pedce
unto finners ; in which they earneftly defeech
them fo be reconciled unto God : and, in or-
der to it, reprefent to them the grace of
God, in making him 7o be fin for us, who
knew no fin. So that before we can walk
with God, we muft be acquainted with his
Son, and have fome good ground to hope
that we are accepted in him. God mutft be at
peace with us, and we reconciled to him, other
wife all our endeavours to walk with God will
be infignificant. And, asone well obferves,
<« All that we do for God, will in this cafe, be
¢ as the gifts of an enemy ; and though they
“ may poflibly be rewarded in this life, yet
«“ as the facrifices of the wicked are an abo-
“ mination to the Lord, {o they will be rejec~
¢ ted as to any worthinefs in the day of the
¢« Lord.” But again.

2. It
£ 2Cor. v, 18.—21.
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2. It fuppofes fuch a reconciliation, as
that the confequence of this agreement, the
end and defign of the perfons fhou’d be the
fame. Perfons, you know, in walking to-
gether are travelling towards one and the
fame place; and, taking the words in a mo-
ral fenfe, where any are faid to walk toge-
ther, they are {uppofed to have one common
aim and view. The defign that God has in
every thing, is the manifeftation of his own
i)erfeé’cions ; to {et forth to view the glory of

is wifdom, power, and faithfulnefs. Thus
he is faid to bave made all things for bhim-
Jelf : ¥ and the world is faid, with all things
that are in it, to be created by his agency,
and for bis pleafure.' In the work of our
{alvation, among other perfetions, that of
his grace is mentioned in a very peculiar
manner, as illuftrated in every part of it.
Now to walk with God fuppofes, that we are
regarding the fame end with him. Does hc
defign to be glorious in fhewing mercy, for-
giving iniquity, tranfgreflion, and fin? then
the faint that walks avith bimz in truth, is
breathing after the fame; and would be bet-
ter acquainted with the greatnefs of his kind-
nefs, and have the Lord alone exalted in his
foul. He wou'd be glad to improve in the
knowledge of his love, as fovereign, and
undeferved ; and is aiming, in every thing
that he does, more or lefs, that Chrift may
be

k Prov. xvi. 4. ! Rev. iv, 11.
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be magnified, as the foundation and glory of
the whole f{piritual building. Again, does
the Lord defign, after he hath guided the
believer by his counfel, to receive him to his
glory ? or having finifhed the work of grace
in his foul here, to crown him with the re-
ward of eternal life? The believer is alfo, in
fome meafure, one with him in this refpe&,
waiting and longing to enjoy him, as the in-
heritance, and portion of his foul. He would
be more and more loofened from time, and
grow in his longings after the God of his fal-
vation. As the Lord fays unto him, Fear
not, I am thy [hield, and thy exceeding great
reward ; ® {o he takes leave humbly to re-
ply, Whom have I in heaven but thee? and
there is none upon earth that I defire befides
thee. »

3. Anp laftly, before we can walk with
God, there muft be a {piritual principle of life
and motion given to, or created in our fouls.
Natural death leaves the body inaltive, deftroys
the power of the organs to difcharge their
feveral functions; and fo, whilft, in a f{piri-
tual fenfe, we are dead in trefpafles and fins,
there can be no walk with God maintained :
We are alive unto fin, but dead unto God. °
As the body of Adam would have been like
the earth from whence it was taken, had not
God breathed into it the breath of life; fo our
fouls, while in this natural ftate, may very

juftly
™ Gen. xv. 1. n Pfa. Ixxiii. z5. ° Rom. vi. 11.
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juftly be comipared to dry bones fcatter’d ot
the grave’s mouth. And as there can be no
converfe between the living and the dead ; {o,
whilft we are {piritually dead, we muft needs
be flrangers to communion with the faints,
and much more with God himfelf. Thefe
things are neceflarily fuppofed antecedent to
our walking with God. He muit be at peace
with us in Chriff, and we reconciled to him
by the power of his Spirit, beftowing know-
ledge and faith upon our foulss. We muft
have, in fome meafure, one and the fame
aim, and from death in_fin, be made alive un-
to God.

Having premifed thefe things, I proceed
to a more particular enquiry into the duty it-
felf. And you may obferve, that the expref-
fion is metaphorical, and to be taken in a
moral, and not a natural fenfe, confifting, as
Tapprehend, in the believers communion with
the divine Being, as his God in covenant, and
his regard unto his will as the Lord his Sove-
reign.

FirsT, To walk with God, is to maintain
communion or fellowfthip with him as our
God in covenant. And this may be confider-
ed either as extraordiuary, or more common.

1. THERE are fome feafons in which the
chriftian walks with God in a more near
and intimate way, as his own God, in whom
he hath a fpecial propriety. This I call a
more extraordinary walk with God, as what

8 is



Serm. V. Of walking bumbly with God. 97

is not commonly maintained with conftancy
by the faints. It is impoffible to give a juft
defcription of this to the man, “who is a
ftranger to it in his own experience. When
we think of the familiarity which a father al-
lows his child, or that which one friend
will take with ‘another, both fall vaitly fhort
of this divine communion. For as there is
the greateft difproportion between the two
parties engaged in it, God, and man; fo,
when God manifefts hlmfelf unto us, it is
in a way that is agreeable to his infinitely
glorious nature. The beft account that I can
give of it, is fomething like this. When the
Lord deﬁgns to vifit a believer with thefe re-
markable intimations of his loving-kindnefs,
he leads him, by the fpecial agency of his
Spirit, to his Son, as one in whom he is well
pleafed, difcovers to him the largenefs of his
grace in him, and witnefles by his Spmt that he
is interefted in it, and thus, in a fpecial and de-
lightful way, he looks into fch-a foul with that
love, that feals it unto the day of redemption ;
and as thus receiving the grace of God, he
allows fuch an one the liberty to contemplate
his divine perfections, as engaged in his fa-
vour. Of this the royal pfalmift feems to
have had frequent experience, There be many,
fays he, thar fay, who will Shew us any g good 2
but the voice of my foul is, Lord lift
thou up the light of thy countenance upon us :

and, as if the mercy had been given in upon
H its
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its being afked, he adds, Thox baft put glad-
nefs in my beart, more than in ihe time that
their corn and thezr wine encreafed.® And
therefore, in another place, he calls upon
the faints, Sing wnto the Lord, (O ye faints
of bis) and give thanks at the remembrance
of bis bolinefs. For kis anger endureth but a
moment 5 in bis favour is life: weeping may en-
dure for a night, but joy cometh in the morn-
ing. S And again, he fays, I will blefs the
Lord at all times, his praife fhall continually
be in my mouth. My foul fhall make ber boaft
zn the Lord: the bumble fhall bear thereof,
and be glad. O magnify the Lord with me,
and let us exalt bis name together.™ And, to
add no more, How excellent, {ays he, zs thy
loving kindnefs, O God! therefore the children
of men put their truff under the fhadow of thy
wings. They fball be abundantly fatisfied with
the fatnefs of thy boufe : and thou fhalt make
them drink of the river of thy pleafures. For
aith thee is the fountain of life, in thy light
Shall we fee light.® 'Thus, as in the multi-
tude of histhoughts within him, the Lord vifi-
ted him with the fpecial confolations of his
Spirit ; {o, more or lefs, it hath been the ex-
perience of every chofen veflel: at fome fea-
fons fuch have been enabled to fay, Owur be-
Joved is ours and we are bis, * awe know in whowns
awe bawve believed,® and are cven confident fhat

be

P Pla.iv. 6, 7. 9 Pfa.xxx. 4, 5. *Pfa. xxxiv. 1, 2, 3.
¥ Pfa, xxxvi. 7, 8, ¢ Cant.ii. 16, * 2 {im.i. 12,
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be will keep them from falling, and prefent them
Jaultlefs, before the prefence of bis glory with

exceeding joy. ™ But then, .
». THERE is a more conftant and habitual

walking with God by faith, whereby we con-
verfe with him in his Son as a merciful God,
and ready to communicate every neceflary
ood unto us. Thus, though the apoftle
Paul, could not always fay he felt the blifs
of the third beaven, yet you know, as to
his more common experience, he fays, The
life which I now live in the flefb, I live by the
Jaith of the forn of God; * that is, he was de-
firous to walk in Chrift Jefus, as he had at
firft received him, as the Lord his righteouf-
nefs for acceptance, and the Lord his ftrength
for affiftance. And thus the believer is faid to
walk with God, when he converfes with him,
as he manifefts himfelf in his Son. And to
this purpofe you find the word explained in
the eleventh of the Hebrews, where you have
a large catalogue of worthies, who lived and
died In faith, feveral of whom, as we are in-
formed in the old teftament, walked with God.
And indeed there can be no walking with
God without faith, for without faith if is
impoffible to pleafe bim. ¥ Nay, it is the pro-
perty of faith, in the hand of the Spirit of
God to empty a man of himfelf, and to fill
him with his Lord, or in other words, to lead
him to look for all that in, and from Chrift, of
H 2 which
v Jude 24. * Gal. ii. zc. ¥ Heb. xi. 6.
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which he finds he is deficient in him{felf, and
which may be reduced to two heads, viz. righ-
teoufnefs and ftrength, as we are both impo-
tent and guilty. But again.

SeconpLY, As walking with God implies
communion with him and dependance upon
him, fo alfo it includes a regard unto him as
the Lord our fovereign, or to his will as our
law. We are exprefly told, bis fervants we
are to whom we yield ourfelves f[ervants to o-
bey, wbhether of fin unto death, or of obedi-
ence unto righteoufinefs.* God calls, not only
for all the regard of the foul as to its depen-
dance on him, but alfo its obedience to him ;
and this muft be, (1.) Univerfal in its ex-
tent; and, (2.) Ingenuous in its principle.

1. IT muft be univerfal inits extent. Itis
impoflible, indeed, that it fhould be perfect in
the degree of it; becaufe every imagination of
thethoughts of our bearts is only evil, and that con-
tinually.® But thenwe are not to fay of this or
that part of God’s law, we will pay a ready obe-
dience to it, in the neglect of any other of the
fame authority. He that hath enjoined one pre-
cept, hath enjoined all. _Abrabam not only
left his native country, at the command of
God, but parted with Hagaer and Ifbrmacl,
and almoft with his beloved fon Ifzac, and
and that in a dreadful way too. Nor do we
indeed juftly acknowledge our Redeemer’s do-
minion, or properly call him ZLord, if we

wilfully

z Rom. vi. 16. a Gen, vi, 5.
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wilfully, conftantly, and habitually negle&
the things which he commands. 1t is faid
of Zacharias and Elifabeth that they walked
in all the commandments, and ordinances of
the Lord blamelefs : ® by which we are not to
underftand that they were abfolutely perfect
in their rcgard to the law either moral or ce-
remonial ; but had received a principle of
grace from God, which, as far as it was in
exercife, influenced them to an univerfal con-
cern for his glory in all their ways. In
walking with God no part of known du-
ty is to be neglefted, nor any inftance of
tranfgreflion wilfully to be allowed of. ’Tis
true, when we have done all, we muft fay
we have come vaftly fhort of our duty, and
therefore blefs God for our falvation in his
Son. And the afcribing our falvation wholly
to Chrift fefus is fo entirely confiftent with
an habitual defire to honour God by an ho-
ly regard to all his revealed will, that, in pro-
portion to our increafe in communion with him,
we fhall find thofe defires the more earneft
to thew forth the praifes of that grace, where-
by we are made acceptable in the fight of
God, by a converfation becoming the gofpel.
And, for my part, I muft think that, let a
man’s pretenfions to faith or privileges be
ever fo great, whilft he manifeftly difcovers
no proper fenfe of his obligation to duty,
and lives in an habitual negle&t and contempt

H 3 of

» Luke i. 6,
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of it, I ought to conclude that fuch a man’s
Jaith is vain, that is, that he hath no true
faith at all. And I think what the apoftle Fobz
obferves very abundantly ftrengthens the con-
clufion: Hereby, fays he, we do know that we
know bim, if we keep bis commandments. He
that faith, I know him, and keepeth not bis
commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not
in bim. < And thofe are very awful words
of the apoftle Pau/, that the damnation of
fuch perfons 75 juft, who only flanderoufly re-
port, that is barely, though unjuitly affirm,
that we may do evi/ that good may come. ¢
And if the very report of thefe things de-
ferves condemnation, how much more the
wilful acknowledgement of them in their
daily converfation ? How then can a man be
{ald to walk with God, who allows himfelf,
in the courfe of his converfation, to act con-
trary to his revealed will, to trample upon
his authority, and neglet his grace?

2. THIs obedience muft be ingenuous in
the principle, as well as univerfal in the
extent of it. Pau/ {feemed to have an un-
limited concern for the law of God, before
converfion, as far as he was acquainted with
it ; but then it was the obzdience of an ene-
my, and not of a fon. He was walking with
himfelf rather than with his God ; but after
his converfion, being experimentally acquaint-
ed with the mercies of God himfelf, he pref~

fes

€ 5 John ii. 4, §. ¢ Rom. iii. 8.
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fes the faints at Rome, by thefe mercies to pre-
Jent their bodies a living facrifice, holy, and
acceptable unto God, as their moft reafonable
Jervice. ©  Our obedience can never deferve
the name of gofpel obedience, unlefs it flows
from a view of our intereft in God through
Fefus Chrift : this our Lord feems to inti-
mate, when he fays, If ye love me keep my
conmandments.* Love muft precede obedi-
ence. Which leads us to confider,

II. Tue wayand manner in which this duty
is to be difcharged. But of that and what

follows in a future difcourfe.

¢ Rom. xii. 1. f John xiv. x3.
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