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THE

VICTORY AND TRIUMPH

OF THE

GOD-MAN, §&e.

e

fHY DEAD MEN SHALL LIVE, TOGETHER WITH
MY DEAD BODY SHALL THEY ARISE : AWAKE
AND SING, YE TEAT DWELL IN DUST : FOR
THYDEW 1SAS THE DEW OF HERBS, AND THE
EARTH SHALL CAST OUT HER DEAD. [faiah
XXVi. 19.

VER fince man became a finner, death hath
been in our nature, and world. As{oon as
Adam fell from God by tranfgreffion, the fen-
tence was pronounced on him, and all his off-
spring, duff thou art, and wnto duft fbalt thou re-
turn. It is by this ftatute of heaven, that death
reigned from Adam to Mofes, and from Myfes to
Chrift, and continues to reign to the prefent mo-
ment, and will. continue {o to do over all, thefe
alone excepted, namely, the faints, who fhall be
alive in their bodies at the coming of Chrift at
his appearing, and in his kingdom.
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Of all the innumerable individuals and millions
of mankind, there were never but two who were
exempted from the ftroke of death—Enoch and
Elijah. When the firft father of us all had lived
nine hundred and thirty years, he died. It muft
have been very ftriking to the antideluvian pa-
triarchs, when Adam, the root of generation, was
borne down and vanquifhed by death. As thereby
God taught them mortality, fo by the tranflation
of Enoch, he preached unto them life and a blefled
immortality, and gave them hereby a token of
their being to live one day in their bodies, 7z the
boufe eternal in the beavens. Enoch was taken up
body and foul into heaven, to be a pledge to the
faithful in Chrift Jefus, in that age, that their
bodies at the refurrection of the juft, would be
made capable of bearing and enjoying, in every
part, heavenly glory. And E/jah was taken up
body and foul into heaven, as a forerunning type
and figure of the afcenfion of our Lord Jefus in
our nature, into the heaven of heavens, as our
forerunner. Ever fince the entrance of fin and
death, the faints of God have needed divine and
{piritual fupport, under the various experiences
and views they have had of fin, mifery, and death,
and there is every thing in the everlafting gofpel
of the bleffed God, fuited moft exactly and par-
ticularlyasantidote to every part of their fin, mifery
and death. When the Lord God revealed Chrift to
Adam in Paradife, it was a clear; full, free, and

glorious
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glorious revelation, fuited to the whole of 4dam’s
cafe. 'The perfon—the incarnation—the fuffer-
ings—the death and vitory of Chrift over fin,
the world, fatan, death, and hcll, were contained
in this declaration, the feed of the woman fhall
bruife the ferpent’s head. Alfo in the facrifice,
which reprefented Him as the Lamb, flain from
the foundation of the world. And the cherubic
fymbol exprefled how the eternal Three, who bare
record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the
Holy Ghoft, willed by an eternal council and cove-
nant which obtained between them before the
world was, to fave the ele¢t of human race, and
raife them up from all the ruin of the fall, by the
work and victories of the Lord Jefus. Thus
Chrift the ferpent-bruifer, who was to conquer the
old ferpent called the devil, was moft clearly fet forth,
revealed, and made known to Adam, as {foon as
he became a finner, and he believed on Chrift o
life everlafting. 'The Lord Jefus was from hence
forward, for the fpace of four thoufand years, fet
forth in the divinely inftituted facrificial worfhip,
as the great mediator, prieft, and facrifice of his
church. Saints under the patriarchal, levitical,
and prophetic difpenfation, underftood that one
in the incomprebenfible Jehovah, coequal and coeternal
with the Father and the Spirit, was to become in-
carnate, and carry the covenant of the Trinity
into execution ; and in hislife, and by his death,
obey and magnify the law, and make it everlaftingly

B2 honourable,
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honourable. He was to make an end of fius, to finifls
the tranfgreffion, to make reconciliation for iniquity,
and bring in everlafting righteoufuefs. He was to
conquer death by dying the death due to fin,
and thus triumph over fatan, and all his princi-
palities and powers, and thereby become the au-
thor of eternal falvation. To caft light upon
this, the greateft of all fubjets, the Lord raifed
up a goodly company of prophets, who fpake as
they were moved by the Holy Ghoft, who bore
teftimony to Chrift. They fore-fignified his in-
carnation, and f{ufferings, and the glory which
thould follow upon his triumphant afcenfion and
life of glorification, in heaven; {o that faints in
every age, had fuch a revelation of the Saviour,
as was {ufficient to carry them above the fears of
death, and give them to triumph over the Grave,
When Abrabam, the friend of God, fell afleepin
his body by death, it is {aid, He died in a good old
ageyan old man and fullof years,and was gatbered unto
bis people.  Mr. Romaine, in his Triumph of Faith,
fays, that inftead of its being full of years, it is,
¢ He was fatisfied ;" 1. e. He was perfeétly fatisfied
with the views he had of the love of the eternal
Three to him ; Of his perfonal intereft in all the
riches of grace and glory. And he was perfectly
fatisfied with the real bleflings, both temporal
and fpiritual, he had received and enjoyed this
fide heaven, in his walking with the Lord, and in
the
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the communion he had been admitted to with
the perfons in Jehovah.

And death having done its office on his body,
be was gathered unto his people.  To the faints gone
before him to the city of the living God. He
was by death tranflated from a ftate of grace to a
ftate of glory. The {ame is faid of his fon Jfaac, and
of his grandfon Jacob. They were alfo at their
deaths, gathered z0-the gencral affembly and church
of th: firft born, whofe names are written in heaven.
With refpet to Facob, in his diffolving moments,
whillt he was pronouncing the patriarchal blefiing
on his twelve fons, as thofe who were to be the
heads of their twelve diftint tribes, when he came
to {peak of Dan, he has reference to his name,
which fignifies Fudgment, and {peaks of him thus ;
Dan fhall judge bis people as one of the tribes of Ifrael.
Dan fhall be a ferpent by the way, an adder in the
path, thatbiteth theborfe’s heels, [o that bisrider [hall
Jall backward. This leads him to look back and
reflect upon the trick of the old ferpent, whereby
he overthrew our firft parents in the garden of
Eden: and caufes him to break out into an im-
mediate profeflion of his faith in Chrift Jefus,
faying, I have waited for thy falvation, O Febovab ,
and when the Lord Jefus appeared unto Mofes in
the burning buth, he calls himfelf the God of Abra-
ham, the God of Ifaac and the God of Jacob, faying,
I am the God of thy Father, the God of Abrabam, the
God of lfaac, and the God of Facob, Our Lord

com-



( 6)

commenting on it, fays, God is not the God of the
dead, but of the living 5 for all live unto bim. The
fouls of thefe faints were living in God, and with
him, in the ftate of glory. The Old Teftament
faints had blefled evidences of a glorious refurrec-
tion from the grave of death, in thefe great
proofs of it : The raifing the widow’s fon from
death, at the prayer of the propbet Elijab ; it is
faid, rhe Leord heard the prayer of Elijah and the fou]
of the child came into bim again, and be revived, 1
Kings, xvil. 22. Eljfba raifed the fon of the Shu-
namite, from death to life, by his interceffion
with the Lord, 2 Kings, iv. 33, 34, 35. Anda
further proof concerning the refurrection of the
body, from the grave and power of death is in
what is recorded concerning the death of E/i/ba
and his burial. Aud Elifba died, and they bu-
vied bim : and the bands of the Mboabites invaded
the land at the coming in of the year. And it came to pafs
as they were burying a may, they [pied a band of men,
and they caft the man into the fepulchre of Elifba: and
whein the man was let down, and touched the bones of
Elifha, be revived and ftoodup on bis feet, 2 Kings,
xiil. 20, 21. -As the dead man put into the grave
of the prophet, revived, and ftood upon his feet,
a bleffed proof was hereby given how faints would
be raifed from the grave and power of death, by
virtue of their union to Chrift Jefus. Our pro-
phets {peaking of the Almighty Jefus, {aith, He
wwill fwallow up death invictory. And in the words

which
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which T have read for my text, he proclaims
an everlafting triumph over death and the grave,
for all the ele¢t. This herald of the Lord of
hiofts, anfwers his nante, ljaiab fignifies, the Salva-
tion of the Lord, and he is moft divinely engaged
and employed in proclaiming that falvation,
which the eflential three in the one Jehovah,
planned in the great council and covenant before
the world was. The prophet here {peaks in the
perfon of the Meffiah, and fays to his churchand
people, thy dead men fball live, together with my dead
body fball they arife : awake and fing, ve that dwell in
duft : for thy dew is as ithe dew of herbs, and the
earth fball caft out her dead.

Thefe words contain the grand foundation for
an everlafting triumph over death and the grave,
I will therefore endeavour to fet before you the
fubject contained in them in thefe following par-
ticulars.

We have then firfl, the perfon who pronounces
them; alfo to whom they are {poken; and
what he fays; this is contained in our firft head of
difcourfe. The Lord Jefus, by the voice ofhis
prophet, {ays, thy dead men fhall live, together wwith
my dead body fhall they arife.

Secondly, we have in them, an univerfal tri-
umph over the power of death and the grave,
uttered by the Mefiab in thefe words, awake and
Jingy yethat dwell in duf?,

Thirdly,
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Thirdly, we have the reafon for this trie
umph, given in thefe words, For thy dew is as
the dew of herbs.

And fourthly, the complete fruit and conqueft
of Chrift, over death, and the grave, exprefled
thus, and the earth fhall caft out ber dead.

In purfuing thefe particulars, may the Lord the
Spirit breatheuponme,and fhed hisdivineinfluence
on you alfo. And to begin with the firft head of
this difcourfe, we have then firlt the perfon who
pronounces thefe words, thy dead men fball live, to-
gether with my dead body fball they arife.  Alfo to
whom they are {poken, and what he fays.

he perfon who pronounces them is the pro-
phet. But he fpeaks them as perfonating the
Tord Jefus, the promifed Shiloh, the true Mg/~
fiah. 1t isnot unufual in the {criptures, for the
prophet to fpeak in his perfon and to {peak out
the very heart of Jefus, many inftances and
examples out of the Plalms might be given: As
the twenty fecond, thefortieth, and many others ;
alfo in the reft of the prophets. 1t muft be {o,
{eeing, rhe [pirit of prophecy, is the teflimony of Jefus.
"To him give all the prophets witnefs. They open
to view the love of his heart ; they exprefs
the bowels of his mercy, and his amazing
compallion ; they declare the everlafting per«
fe@ion of his obedience ; the eternal dignity of
his perfon ; the infinite virtue of his blood;
his death, burial, refurre&ion and triumph over
death
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death and the grave, are all plainly recorded, as
events which could not fail of being fully and per-
fectly accomplithed. And here the Lord Jefus,
and not the prophet, is the {peaker; it is therefore
neceflary to confider to whom they are fpoken.
Theyare fpoken then totheele& churchof human
race : to the many fons and daughters which the
father hath given him, to be his bride and fpoufe;
they were from everlafting in him, by the Father’s
eternal will and choice of them in Chrift, their
eternal head of grace and glory. 'The God-Man,
was united to them, and they to him before all
time. They were dear to him, and precious in his
fight ; yea all his delight were in them. This he
proved, by undertaking their caufe, and by be-
coming their furety.  When he beheld them, in
his infinite foreknowledge, as thofe who would
fin and fall from God, in Adam their nature head,
andin theirown perfons, by their own actual trani-
greflions, his love was drawn out to engage with
his divine Father, to put away their fin by the
facrifice of himfelf, and become their complete
falvation: our Lord Jefus here fpeaks, and his
church and people are here too; and what he
faysis moft truly great and fublime. There is
this one great truth which runs throughout the
whole bible, that Chrift and his people are one,
He 1s their head, and the ¢le& of God are mem-
bers of Chrift, of bis fle/b, and of bis bones. He, a3
God-Man, is their eternal head. They were in

C ‘ Chrift
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Chrift before the world began, by the Father’s aék
of ele¢tion. They were blefled in him, by the
God and Father of our Lord Jefus Chrift with all
fpiritual bleflings. He as their great head, in
whom they were accepted, reprefented them in
the everlafting covenant, and became their {urety.
As one with them, he became incarnate. He
lived for them, and they lived in Him; when he
obeyed, they obeyed in Him. When he was
made fin, and {uffered and {uftained the curfe of
the broken law, they fuffered in Him. When he
was nailed to the crofs, all their fins were nailed
to the crofs with him, and they were crucified
in Him. When he died, they died in Him.
When he was buried, they were buried in Him.
When he rofe from death tolife everlafting, they
rofe together with Him. When he afcended,
they afcended with Him, and in Him. So that
under this view of the Lord Jefus, he may well
fay to his church, as her everlafting Saviour, and
Conqueror, thy dead men fball live, together with my
dead body fball they arife. Our divine Jefus loves
his people with an infinite,incomprehenfible,ever=
lafting love. He exprefled it by bearing their
fins in his. own body on- the tree, and enduring
all contained in the curfe and wrath of God due
to the fins of the ele@. The whole curfe due to
all the fins of the ele&, was poured out upon him,
Andthough it was only the human nature of Chrift
that fuffered, yet the vaft faculties of his mind

were
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were fo enlarged, that he took into his under-
ftanding all the exceeding finfulnefs contained in
fin, and the fulnefs of wrath which was the true
and proper defert of it. The damned in hell
cannot bear the fulnefs of God’s curfe all at once;
if it were to come in upon them, as it did upon,
our blefled Lord, it would entirely {vallow them
up. The blefled in heaven cannot enjoy the
uttermoft of God’s communicated bleflings. Nor
can the fouls and bodies of finners in hell, be
filled with the uttermoft fulnefs of his wrath; were
it to come in on them as it did on Chrift in the
garden, and on the crofs, it would everlaftingly
annihilate them. Jefus the God-Man, in whom
dwelleth all the fulnefs of the god-head, perfo-
nally, whofe perfon is the heaven of heavens,
whofe prefence conftitutes perpetual joy and feli-
city to all the faints in glory ; that blefled Jefus
for us, and for our falvation, fufpended his perfonal
glory. And he who filleth 4/ in all, became
lower than the angels, yea, lower than a worm.
He emptied himfelf. Lower he could not be,
He was made fix and a curfe. He was filled
through and through with all the punifhment due
to the fins of his people : With all contained in
his Father’s righteous difpleafure due to their
crimes, He died the death due to fin, He was
numbered with the dead. He conquered death
by his own death. He lay under the arreft of it
for thirty-fix hours: Then he awaked from the

C2 fleep
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fleep of death, the everlafting conqueror of it.
We have anaccount of our Lord’s faith in hisown
burial and refurrection, in the fixteenth Pfalm,
The words are thefe, [ bave fet 1he Lord always
before me : becanfe be is on my right band, I fball not
be moved.  Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory
rejoiceth : my flefb alfo fball reft in hape.  For theu
wilt not leave my foul in hell, neither wilt thou fuffer
thine boly one to fee corruption, Ver. 8, g, 10. We
have the firft words which Chrift {poke, upon his
awaking from the fleep of death, recorded by the
prophst Feremiab, chap. xxxi, ver. 26.  Upon this
I awaked and bebeld, and my fleep was fweet unto me.
Our Jefus having flept the fleep of death, opened
his eyes on his refurreétion morn with pleafure,
beholding himfelf, the eyerlafting and trium-
phant conqueror of death and the grave, and
furveying the bleflings and benefits of his foul
travail. He came up out of his grave, faying, as
the refurrection and the life, I will ranfom them from
the power of the grave : I will redeen them from death
O death, I wwill be thy plagues 3 O grave I will be thy
deftruétion : repentance fball be bid from mine eyes.
Hofea chap. xili. ver, 14. So in the words of
nur text, our Almighty Jefus, before whom fin,
fatan, death, and damnation are fled away, fays
to his church and people, thy deadmen [ball live,
together with my body fball they arife. When Jefus
expired on the crofs, he proved himfelf the con-
queror of death, The very moment he yielded

up
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up the ghoft, he conquered death in its own do-
minions. He died with his whole ftrength in him.
He was not weakened by the {ufferings he had
paffed through. As the antitipical Samfon, he
caft off hell gates from the hinges. He trod
upon the head of the old ferpent, he van-
quithed all the hoft of hell, unftung death,
and fwallowed it up in everlafting victory and tri-
umph. So that the very moment he died, zbe
wail of the temple was rent in twain, from the top to
the bottom 5 and the earth did quake, and the rocks
vent, andihe graves were opened. And the opening
of the graves, proclaimed our Lord’s vi€tory and
triumph over death. Hereby our Jefus accom-
plithed what he fays in the text, Zhy dead men
Jhall live.  His death was their quickening.  Zo-
gether with my dead body fball they arife.  So they
did, all the elect virtually and reprefentatively in
him, And many of the faints, who had Leen
fleeping in their bodies the fleep of death, arofe,
and came out of the graves after his refurretion, and
went into the boly city, and appeared unto many, Mat-
thew, chap. xxvii. ver. 52, 53.

I come fecondly, to fhew from the words of
my text, that we have in them, an univerfal tri-
umph over the power of death and the grave, in
thele words, awake and fing,ye that dwell in duft.

When our adorable Mediator arofe from the
grave of death, as the firft fruits of all that fleep

in Him, he fhone forth fo tranfcendently glo-
rious
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rious ana divine, that the firft words the Father
{poke to Him on his refurre&ion morn, are re-
corded in the fecond Pfalm ; they are thefe,
Thou art my fon, this day have I begotten thee. This
is quoted and applied to the refurrection of
Chrift, by the apoftle Paul, in the thirteenth
chapter of the Ads, ver. 33. QGur Lord arofe
with triumph over fin, {atan, the world, death,
and hell. This was outwardly teftified by a
great earthquake, and by the defcent of the
Angel of the Lord from heaven, who came and
rolled back the ftone from the door of the fepulchre,
and fat wpon it.  And the lion of the tribe of Ju-
dah came up from his conqueft with the fhout
of victory and triumph, faying, I am he that
liveth, and was dead, and behold, I am adive for
evermore, Amens and bave the keys of hell and of
death. Rev. 1. ver. 8. This almighty conqueror,
whofe name is the Lord of Hofts, fang his vitory
and triumph over Death ard the Grave, in thefe
words, I will ranfom them from the power of the
grave ; I will redeem them from death ; O death, 1
will be thy plagues; O grave, I will be thy defiruc-
sion, Hofea xui. ver, 14. He could now fay,
having given full evidence of it to all his people
by his own refurreftion from the grave and
power of death, I am the refurrection, and the
life : be that believeth in me, though he were dead,
et fhall be live 5 and whofoever liveth, and belicveth
in me, fhall never die. John xi. ver. 23, 26. As

our
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our Lord arofe from the dead as the public head
of all his people, {0 his refurretion was their re-
furre®ion : And to prove this, many bodies of
the faints which flept, arofe, and came out of
their graves, to grace the triumph of his refur-
rection. They were as o many f{atalites, which
accompanied the rifing of this fun of everlafting
righteoufnefs. His glorious power was felt ; his
glorious voice of univerfal triumph over death
and the grave was heard, faying, Adwake and jing,
ye that dwell in duft. 'Thofe faints juft referred to
did. They rofe to a ftate of immortality, and
are now in heaven in their bodies : fo are alfo
Enoch, Mofes, and Elijab. And I conceive they
are as glorious evidenses to the difembodied elect,
of the glory they alfo will partake of in their
bodies, at the refurre&ion of the juft. I have
fuggefted Mofés is in his body in heaven. And
can it be doubted, when we remember he ap-
peared, and was {een on the Mount of Trans-
figuration in a glorified body, as £/ijub alfo was?
I think not. See Luke ix. ver. 31. As for
thofe faints, whofe bodies were raifed, and came
out of their graves after our Lord’s refurreétion,
it is probable they continued on earth until our
Lord afcended, and then afcended with him as
the captain of their falvation. They ferved to
grace his trivmphs. They joined the chorus,
who fang as our Great High Prieft afcended from
earth to heaven, God is gane up with a fhouty and

the
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3¢ Lord with the found of a trumpet. Sing praifes
unto God, fing praifes : Sing praifes unto our king, fing
praifes.  On the Lamb’s entering the holieft of
all, and being feated o2 his mediatorial throne,
they joined the whole company of elect faints
and angels in heaven, in finging the triumphs of
Jefus, and his complete victory and conqueft
over death 4and the grave. Andour Lord’s tri-
umph will laft to etefnity, and his people will
partake of all the fruits and bleflings of it for ever
and ever. The Old Teftament faints had fome
bleffed views of this {ubjeft before us. The title
of the ninth pfalm, might, fays Dr. Gi/, have
been rendered thus, To the Corgueror of Death,
O how chearing the fubject ! Thefe perfons when
they worfhipped the 1 ord, fang the high praifes
of ¥ab the faviour, for his conqueft of death.
They knew that he would through death deftroy
him that had the power of death. So far as they
Lelieved this, they could not fear the {entence of
it taking place in their bodies. Neither need you,
and 1, believers in Jefus, to fear death and the
grave. When we fee it opened to receive the
dead body of a faint, we may look into it and fay
to each other, Come fee the place where the Lord
lay. 1t is a confecrated place: Jefus lay there
before us 3 and out death is a part of our confor-
mity to him our head, and fo is our burial too
we fhall hear him fay, dwake and fing, ye that
dwell ia duft. Thefe words may be confidered as

uttered
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uttered by the bleffed Mefiab, as his own univerfal
proclamation of triumph over the power of death,
and the grave, for the comfort and encouragement
of all his faints; and witha defign to draw out their
hearts and expe&ations in the foreviews of their
glorious refurrection. All the members of Chrift’s
myflick body, fhall be raifed from the grave and
power of death, as fure as their head is rifen.
‘The bodies of all the elect, whofleep thefleep of
death, fhall awake out of it to die no more. They
fhall be raifed up, and confornied to a likenefs
with the glorious body of Chrilt. As we have born
the image of the earthy, we fhall alfo bear the image
of the beavenly. 1 Corinthians, chap. xv. ver. 49.
‘They will then fing, and fhout, O death, where
s thy fiing 2 O gravewhere is thy viflory 2 For
death will then be {wallowed up in everlafting vic-
tory. It will never have being nor power more.

We have, thirdly, the reafon of this triumph
given in thele words, for thy dew is as the dew of
berbs.

The refurreion of Chrift is the exemplar,
pledge and earneflt of the future refurre@ion of
the remaining elet from the grave and power of
death. 'The dew of Chrift’s refurreion; will thed
its facred influences on the dead bodies of his
faints, and produce their complete refurretion
alfo.  Our Lord’s refurrettion is the virtual caufe
of the refurrection of all his people. They are
united tohis perfon. They are one with him ;

D their
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their bodies and fouls are united to the body and
foul of the God-Man. They are {o united to
him,that death cannotdiffolve the union between
the ele@ and Jefus Chrift. They live in Him
they die in Him ; they fleep the fleep of death
inHim ; they are the Lord’s dead. The apoftle
fpeaks fweetly on this {ubject ; he fays, for nene
of us lrveth to himfelf, and no man die to bimfelf.
For whether we live, we live untd the Lord : or whe-
ther we die, we dieunto the Lord : whether we live
therefore, or die, we are the Lord’s. For to this end
Chrift both died, aud rofe, and revived, that be might
be the Lord both of the dead, and living, Rom. chap,
Xiv. ver. 7, 8, 9. Saints have allan equal inte-
reft in Chrift, and will in due feafon have all
alike the effeét of his life, death, burial, and
refurre@ion, put forth in their bodies, aswell as
in their fouls. Fn the fifteenth chapter of the
firftepiftle to the Corinthians, the apoftle fpeaks of
Adaem and Chrift, as though they had been the
only two men living in the world. He ftyles one,
the firft man, the other, the laft Adam. The firft
man was made a lving foul 5 the laft Adam (fays he)
was made a quickening [pirit. Thefe two were pube
lic heads, reprefenting their refpettive feeds.
The firjt man conveyed natural life to all his off-
spring ; and that by the ordinance of God. 742
Jecond Adam quickens all his, with fupernatural
life, in their fouls, in regeneration ; and he will
one day quicken their bodies with life immortal.

For
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For a5 in Adam, (or rather,) asall in Adam die, [>
all in Chrift fball be made alive ; that is, they
(hall be raifed up from under the power of death
and corruption, and be like the angels of God, being
the children of the refurrection. ‘They will then be
perfectly conformed to the image of God’s Son,
who is the firft born among many brethren. 'The re-
furrettion of the eleé will be by virtue of their
union to the perfon of Chrift. He their head
willin due feafon defcend from beaven with a fbout,
with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump
of God, and the dead in Chrift fhall bear bis voice,
andrifefromtheir graves,(before the living faints thall
be changed in their bodies,) and by it be made
immortal and incorruptible. How fiweetly does
theapoftle fpeak to the Philippians, faying, owr
converfation, or citizenfbip, isin beaven : from whom
alfo we Jook for the Saviour, the Lord Jefus Chrift :
who fhall change our vile body 5 or rather our hum-
ble body ; that it may be fafbioned like unto bis glo-
rious body, according to the mighty working whereby
be is able even to fubdue all things unto himfelf.
Phil. chap. 1l ver. 20, 21. Chrift’s body is a
glorious body. All the glory of the God-head
dwelleth init, and is refle@ted through it, on
angels and faints in heaven ; and the bodies of
the elect are to be made like unto the glorious
body of the Lord Jefus Chrift. To fhine as his
does. The apoftle fays, as we have born the image
of the earthly, we fhall alfo bear the image of the bea-

' D2 venly,
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venly. O beloved, what have we tq fear from
death, or the grave { we have, believers in Jefus, a
life in Chrift which death itfelf cannot touch.
Nor need we fear the arreft ofit. Our Lord by
a voice from heaven, hath pronounced, dleffed
are the dead which diein the Lord. 'To which the
hioly ghoft fets his feal.  Yea, faith the fpirit, that
they may reft from their labours. Rev. chap. xiv.
ver. xiii. Lament not therefore when the Lord
takes to himfelf by death, any of his beloved.
When Jefus {fends death to change the counte-
nances of any of his {aints, and remove them
thereby to himfelf. It is in effect faying to them,
Juch is my love for you, I canio longer bear fuch a dif-
tance from you. It is the good pleafure of my will,
that where I am you fhould be alfo, to bebold my glory.
And as to believers, thereis nothing in death that
can do them any harm. They are as truly bleffed
in their dying moments, as in their living ones.
"They arc as {afe in Chrift when the body 1s diffol-
ving, as when the foul 1s with Chnft in glory.
Nay, fuch is the grace of Jefus, he takes fome to
his bofom, without permitting them to know
what death and dying are.  They are in a mo-
ment, in the twinkling of an eye, removed from
this valley of the hadow of death ; and are abfent
from the body and prefent with the Lord, with-
out one fingle moment’s combat with death,
And it is truly pleafing, believers in Jefus, for
you and me to confider, it may be our cafe to be

imn
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in heaven much fooner than we expe®t. Yea, ir
may be, we may be removed thither by fudden
death in a moment: So as to find our fouls dif-
embodied, without feeling the ftroke of death
which fhall diflodge us : and know no more of it,
than to find our fouls eternally delivered from all
the frailties and mortality of the body. Let it
be as it may with us, refpe&ing the a& of dying,
our Jefus faith, and it belongs to us, verily, ves
vily I Jay unto you, if a man keep my Jaying, he fhail
never fee death. John chap. viil. ver. g1, The
believer’s dying day is his coronation-day. He
leaves nothing behind him worth enjoying. He
bids an everlafting farewell to his whole body of
fin and death, which expires, never to exift
more. He dies to all things out of, and below
Chrift, that he may live with him for ever. There
was one in Chrift, a man in Chrift, who in his
laft moments {poke but five words, left his body,
and entered the kingdom. Stephen called upon
Chrift, faying, Lord Jefus receive my fpirit. Alks,
chap. vii. ver. 59. Death is to all belic-
vers, everlafting gain. This truth was fo clear
tothe apoftle, that he fays to the faints a 7 hef-
Jalonica, I wonld wot have you, brethren, ignorail, coi-
cerning them which are afleep, that ye forroww not, even
as others which have no hope.  For if we believe that
Fefus aied and rofe again, even Jo them alfo which flecp
n Fefus, will God bring with bim. 1 Thef. chap. iv.
ver. 13, 14. QO moft blefled profpe®! may

God



(22 )

God, the Holy Ghott, infpire our faith, and fili us
with hopes full of immortality.

1 come, fourthly, to the laft claufe of my text,
to fhew the complete fruit and conqueft of Chrift
over death and the grave, expreffed in thefe
words, and the earth fball caft out her dead. In
which words, when they fhall have received
their full and final accomplithment, all the glo-
rious work of Jefus, in his completing the full
and eternal falvation and redemption of his people
isexprefled. Deathis abolithed. The grave is
finally conquered, Jefus hath obtained eternal
redemption for us. And the grave, as it yielded
up Jelus, fo at his command, it muft alfo yield
up all the bodies of his people, As Chrift exer-
cifed faith concerning his own perfonal refurrec-
tion from the grave and power of death, fo
fhould believers exercife faith in the article of
death. They looking to Jefus, and having him
for their example, fhould truft their bodies in
Lis hands, knowing he will raife them up at his
fecond coming, and commit their fouls to
him, knowing he will receive them into the
arms of his mercy. And like as he their head,
looking to the complete fruit of his death,burial,
and refurrection, faid to his divine Father, thon
qwilt fhowwme the pathof life : inthy prefence is fulnefs of joy
at thy right hand thereare pleafures for evermore P{. xvi.
11. So believers may well look forward to the joys
which will flow into their fouls and bodies, at

and
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and after the refurre@ion. Their bodies are
lodged in the grave for reft and fecurity: it is a
dormitory, a fleeping place. The power of Chrift’s
death and refurre€ion has been felt in it ; faints
have been rifen from it; and an innumerable
company of them alfo will. Our Lord faith,
Verily, werily, I fay unto you, the hour is coming, and
now is, when the dead fhall bear the voice of the Son
of God : and they that bear fhail iive. John v. ver.
25. They will fo; and fuch power will Chrift
put forth, that death will be fwallowed up in
victory in their bodies, as it hath already been
in Chrift for them. Now every part of Chrift’s
{alvation, in all its glory, will then fhine forth in
all his people: He will defcend from heaven at
that time, with all his faints, as faith the pro-
phet, The Lord my God fhall come, and all the
[aints with thee. Zech. xiv. ver. 5. When out
Jefus hath fully perfetted all the ends of his
mediation, he will put an end to time, and {wal-
low 1t up in boundlefs eternity. Our Lord Jefus
muft reign till be bath put all enemies under bis feer.
1 Cor. xv. ver. 25. He will put downand abolith
the empire of death, and the grave. He willbe
proclaimed by his faints, Lord God Ommipotent,
King of Kings, and Lord of Lords. At hisf{econd ap-
pearing, death and hell fhall deliver up the dead
which are in them. When he defcends, all theelect
difembodied faints will defcend with him. The
trumpet will found, and in 2 moment, in the

twink-
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twinkling of an eve, the dead bodies of the faints
will be raifed: And their bodies will be clothed
with incorruption. Their mortality will be
changed for immortality. “Their bodies will be
fpiritval, and conformed to the body of Chrift.
Some, ftyled the fchoo!l men, have conceived, the
glorified body of Chrift, will be {uited to the
raifed bodies of faints, that a glory will be re-

feéted from it on theirs throughout eternity.
When the trumpet hath founded, and the elect
dead areraifed ; then inamoment, in the twink-
ling of an eye, the eledt, who will be found alive
in their bodies, will be changed, and hereby be
made capable of heaven and glory. The apoftle
fpeaks fweetly on it, when he fays, Now this I
fay, brethren, that flefb and blood cannot inberit the
kingdom of God 5 neither doth corruption inberit in-
corruption. Bebold, I fhew you a myftery 5 we fball
1ot all flecp, but we fball all be changed, ii a moment,
in the twinkiing of an ¢ye, at the laft trump ; jfor the
trumpet [ball found, and the dead fhall be rajfed in-
corruptible, and we [hall be changed.  For this coi-
ruptible muft put on GHcorruplion 3 and this mori.
woft put on irmartality. So when this corruptible fhall
have put on incorruption, and this mortal fball bave
put on immortality, then fball be brought to pafs the
Jaying that 15 awritten, death is fwal[o‘wed up in
victory. 1 Cor. Xv. Ver: 50, 51, 525 535 54> 55
O what a day of wonders awaits us, believers in
Jefus! The God-Man, Chrift Jefus, will appear
: in
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in his glorified humanity. He will make us in
our fouls and bodies, completely holy, immortal,
glorious, and fpiritual. We fhallin every faculty
of our fouls, and in every part of our bodies, be
exactly conformed to the foul and body of Chrift,
God-Man, the mirror of all perfection. We
fhall be made liks him, for we /ball fee him as
be is.  Then faints, all faints, will everlattingly
triumph over death and the grave. Then #be
earth will caft ont her dead. Then the complete
conqueft of Chrift over death and the grave will
be glorioufly difplayed ; and all the fruits
and Dbleffings of it be completely enjoyed.
Then all the people of God will fhout in Chrift,
and being made the partakers of all the fruits of
his glorious refurrection, they will fay, O dearh
where is thy fting 2 O grave where is thy victory ? the
Sting of death is fin, andthe firength of fin is the Law,
but thanks be to God which giveth us the vitory
through our Lord Jefus Chrift. 1 Cor. chap. xv,
ver. 55, 57. Thus the crown of crowns will be
{€t on the head of Jefus, the conqueror of death
and the grave, by all his faints, now raifed in
their bodies to life immortal. And beingintodu-
ced into the new Jerufalem ftate, they will live and
reign with Chrift a thoufand years. When it
will be found true bleflednefs, what the apoftle
John declares, bieffed and holy is he that hath part
in the firft refurrection : on fuch the fecond death hath
w0 power, but they shall be priefis of God, and of
E Chrift, o
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Chrift, and shall reign with him a thoufand years.
Rev. chap. xx. ver. 6. At the expiration of
this period, the non-elect will be raifed, and the
final fentence pafled upon all flefH. Then the
elet will be tranflated to what we ftyle the ulti-
mateftate ofglory : ‘Where God, Father, Son, and
Holy Ghoftin the utmoft difplay of the glory of
their perfonalities, love,and manifeftiveglory, will
be their everlafting @/ iz 4/l. May whathath been
delivered, and is here {et before you, be a means
of leading you beyond allthefear of death and the
grave. Even {o be it, O holy, blefled, and eternal
{pirit, to the glory of the Father and the Son, tc
whom be coequal and coeternal praife as to thre¢
per{ons m one Jehovah, Amen.

FINTE
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