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OUR LORDS

CONSUMMATION CRY.

1T 1S FINISHED., Jobn XIX. 3G,

T hath been, and fhill is generally confidered
to be a truth, that the words of dying per-
{ons, efpecially fuch as die inthe Lord, are in-
terefting and important. Hence it is that the
houthold, and family of faith, are difpofed to re-
cord the dying teftimony of faints, who died in
the lively exercife of faith on Jefus, as worthy of
their remembrance : It being an immutable
truth, that precious in the fight of the Lord is the
death of bis [aints, through the death of Chrift,
who died for them, zhe just for the unjust, to bring
us unto God. ‘'Thus it 1s written, blessed are the
dead which die in the Lord. 'To which the Holy
B Ghoft
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Ghott fets his feal.  Yea, feiththe Spirit, thar they
may rest from their labours, and their works do Jol-
lew them. As they are truly blefled in the very
article of death, {o their teftimony for Jefus in
their dying moments, yields to furviving faints
a fweet and heavenly perfume. If theiv {piritual
fayings, pronounced with their dying lips, are
fragrant, what muft we think of the words of
Jefus, the Head and King of all his Saints, ut~
tered by him juft before ke expired on the crofs !
What fupport muft be contained in them for our
faith | What a fragrancy, odour and perfume !
Thefe words, If #s finifbed ¢ For matter, they are
of vaft importance ; for truth, of infinite value.
They 1clude and exprefs our Lord’s triumph
over fin—the world—fatan—death—and hell.
They are a never failing cordial againft the fears
of death ; and in union with, and in the exer-
cife of faith on Fesus the Congueror, we alfo may
triumph over death, and bim that bad the power of
death, that is the devil.

No man, woman, nor child, can die fafely
without an intereft in Him who {poke them.
Nor can there be any confolation in the hour of
death, without a fpiritual kmowledge of our
Lord’s meaning in them. If we have not com-
munion with Chrift, by faith in his word and
work, we cannot live happily, nor die comfort-
ably. My text contains the moft important

{entence in all the word of God : it contains
the
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the whole gofpel in epitome. The learned tell
us, this important declaration, [t is finifbed, is
but one word in the original, It may be, it is
to point out the perfeGtion of this important
teftimony pronounced by our dying Lord. This
moft blefled book, the Bible, is the record of
God concerning his Sen. He gives teftimony
in it, that there is life and falvation for every one
that believeth in Jefus ; God fo loved the world,
that be gave bis only begotten Son, that whoseever be-
lieveth . bim, flouid not perifh, but have everlasting

life.

One of the moft excellent things declared in it
is this, That it is a faithful faying, and worthy of
all acceptation, that Fesus Christ came into the world
to fave finners. This book informs us of the en-
trance of fin into our world, by e man, and
death by fin. And the Golpel is a folemn tefti-
mony, that as fin hath reigned unto death, even fo
grace reigns through righteonfucls, unto eternal life,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  As the natural fun
hath the air as a medium, apd communicates his
influence to the univerfe, fo Jefus, the fon of
righteoufnefs, hath the {acred {criptures as the fir-
mament ir which he fhinesforth, and communi-
cates his influences to the fouls of his beloved ;
by which means he communicates his Spirit,
and refrefhes the fouls of his people, with the in~
fluence and efficacy of his obedience and

paffion,
B2 in
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In explaining the text,.I propofe the following
particulars :

Firft, To confider the ftate Chrift was in
when he uttered thefe words, ¢ Itis finished.”

Secondly, What our Lord defigned, and is
contained 1n them.

Thirdly, The {upport and confolation which
may by faith be received and drawn from
them.

Laftly, How moft exaltly fuited Jefus s, to
poor guilty finners.

Firft, Ipropofe to confider the ftate Chrift was
in, when he uttered thefe words, ¢ It isfinished.””
Jefus Chrift is the foundation of all truth; the
life and light, the object and fubject of the
gofpel of the blefled God. Our Chrift is the
{alvation of his people on earth ; and he 15 the
everlafting glory of his people in heaven. His
perfon is invaluable. He is the Lord of Glory ;
the fountain of glory. Heis the heaven of hea-
ven of heavens. His love is the miracle and
myftery of eternity. It is wonderful, infinite
and divine! From everlafting to everlafiing it is
one and the fame, without the leaft variablenefs,
or thadow of turning. The objects of his love
are the ele@. The many fons and daughters
which the Father hath given him, and for whom
he gave himfelf. His love to his beloved ones
pafleth knowledge, All their fprings of cver-
| lafting
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jafting life, joy, peace, and bleffednefs, are in
Him. He is their everlafting light, and will be
their everlafting glory, when they fhall {ee him
face to face; fee him as heis. Heis the bright-
wefs of his Father’s glory, and the exprefs image of
bis perfon; his elect and chofen One, in whom his
foul delighteth ; who by efential union with the
God-head, iscocqual, coeflential, and coeternal,
with the Father, and the Holy Ghofty Febovah,
God over all, bleffed for ever.  Amen.

Before all time, when all was vaft eternity, the
holy and eternal Three,, loved the ele&t with an
everlafting love. The original and caufe of
God’s love to them is in himfelf; it proceeds
from the good pleafure of his will. The perfons
of the ele&, were the obje&s and fubjeds of his
love ; the Lord faith, fpeaking to them, I have
loved thee with an everlafiing love. Jer. xxxi. 5.

Jehovah, the Father, out of the immenfity
of his love, chofe his people in Chrift, before the
foundation of the world. In the eternal coun-
cils of the perfons in God-head, the Father fet
up Chrift, God-Man, to be their eternal head
and hufband. The church was chofen in him,
and together with him, and fet up in him, as
his bride, to be his focial companion and partner,
an all his relative, and communicable glory.
The Father loved Chrift, God-Man, the head,
and the ele¢t church of human race, his myftic
body, with the fame ineffable love ; our Lord

fays,
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fays, As the Father bath loved me, fo have I lpved
you. John xv. 9. And in his addrefs to his
Father, he fays, Thou hast loved them, as thon
bast Joved me. John xvii. 23. The number of
the elect can neither be diminithed, nor increafed.
To ufe the words of holy Romaine,  God the Fa-
ther chofe juft {uch a number, neither more nor
efs, as would make a complete myftic body, of
which Chrift was to bethe head.”  Chrift’s love
to hus people is beyond all conception and ex-
prefiion.  As the Father prefented the church to
Chrift in eternity, and gave them to him as his
fpoufe, in whout his glory was to fhine forth, fo
he was to be their glory, and they were to be his
glory.  'The love of Chrift to them, as the gift
of his Father’slove te him, and his love to them
as his body, pafleth all which can be conceived in
earth or beaven.

To give the utmoft demonftration of God’s
love to the ele¢t, he willed their fall from a ftate
of creature purity and perfection, into an eftate
of fin and mifery, by the apoftacy of Adam their
matural head; on the forefight of which, a co-
venant of grace obtained between the eternal
Three, in which our Lord Jefus Chrift, the
head and hufband of his people, undertook at
the call, and in obedience to his Father’s will,
to be their Surety. His undertaking was infinitely
well pleafing to Jehovah the Father, who ex-
prefled himfelf with rapture, faying on the view

of it, Whe is this that engaged his heart to
approach
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approach unto me, faith the Lord # Jer. xxx. 21,
Thefe are my own words, and I pronounce them
with reverence, though I will not retrat them.
Jefus Chrift, God-Man, in the covenant of the
‘[rinity,undertook the accomplithing the greateft
work, which He, God-Man, was capable of
performing. He was to bring in by his obedience
unto death, an everlafting righteoufnefs. To
put away fin by the facrifice of himfelf. To
conquer death and hell. And to prefent his peo-
ple before the throne, more completely righteous,
holy, and f{potlefs, than though they had never
been defiled. This was a greater work than his
creating all things, and upholding them by the
word of his power. Upon the footing of thefe
eternal tranfations between the Father and the
Son, God was ¢n Christ, reconciling the world unto
himfelf, not imputing their trefpafjes unto them. As
foon as fin had entered into the world, and death
by fin, then God opened the eternal defigns of
his Grace, proclaiming his Chrift, and f{aying,
threateningwife to the devil in the ferpent, I wi//
put enmity between thee and the woman, and betwoeen
thy feed and ber feed, it, or be, fhall bruife thy bead,
and thou fbalt bruife bis beel.

Salvation was hereby made known, and an
eternal triamph proclaimed by the Lord God
himfelf, over fin, and all the power of the enemy.
What was thus delivered, contained the revela-
tion of Jefus Chrift; itlaid a foundation for the

| firft
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fuft faith and hope in him, known in ths
world. To thew how the promife of {alvation
wids to be fulfilled, how fin was to be expiated,
fatan conquered, ana 2 way opened into the
Holieft of All, {acrifices were inftituted. In
them, Chrift, the Lamb of God, was {et forth,
as flain, from the foundation of the world. To point
out the original of this grace, and fhew from
whence all became everlaftingly acceptable, and
efficacious, the Cherubim, or figure of zhe
Great Ones, was placed at the eaft of the garden
of Eden; as a facred record of what paffed
between the Three in Jehovah, on the behalf of
the elect finners of mankind before all time.
All the holy prophets which have been fince the
world began, bore their tefumony to Jefus,and
falvation from fin and death, by his righteoufnefs
and bloodthedding. John the Baptift, the im-
mediate harbinger of Mefliah, the Prince of
Peace, proclaimed him, faying, Bebold the Lamb
of God which taketh, or bearcth away the fin of the
world., 1n the fulnefs of time, between two bound-
lefs eternities, God the Son was manifefted in
the fleth. Bleffings on him ! the word was made
Jefb—made of a woman—made under the law—.
made fit—made a curfe for us—that we might be
made 1he righteoufnefs of God in him. When our
Lord became incarnate, elett angels worfhipped
bim, crying, Glory to God in the highest, and o
earth peace to men of God's good will.

Jefus
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Jefus Jehovah, the God-Man, with all the
love of God-head in his heart, in his incarnate
ftate, ftood up 1n the law-place, room and ftead
of his people, and as their Surety, lived and
obeyed the law for them.

Jefus Chrift and his people are one : they were
in him, and he was their reprefentative when he
obeyed the law for them. His life of obedience
is their everlafting righteoufnefs, and they are
immutably righteous in him. When he had
magnified the law, and made it everlaftingly
honourable, then he ftood up as their {ponfor,
and the Lord caufed to meet, and laid on him,
the iniquities of us all, and made him fin for
us. Jehovah the Father, who only could dif-
pofe of iniquity, caufed all the fins of the elect,
in every age, and throughout all gencrations of
time, to gather together, and the Lord hath made
the iniquities of us all to meet on him. When
they came in upon, and encompafled our moft
precious Mediator ; then his {oul was beavy unto
death. He was jfore amazed : exceeding forrowful,
and addrefled his divine Father, faying, O my
Father, if it oe poffible, let this cup pafs from me.
When our Jefus thus ftood ke just for the unjust ;
he had a full and intuitive knowledge of all the
fins of his people, and felt the burthen of them,
and found it to be an intolerable load. He
bore all the guilt, filth, and demerit contained
in their crimes. From the view he had of /i

C as
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as /i, and from the inward fenfe he had of his
Father’s wrath, which was inflited on him, ke
was iz an agony, and bis [weat was it were great
drops of blood. When the blefled Jefus was under
the tmputation of our fin, and guilt, and bore
the thame, and pain, and death and hell, due to
fin, to all the fins of his members, the whole
punithment due to fin, was cxecuted on him.
He was wounded for our tranfgreffions 5 be was brutfed
for our iniqaities. It pleafed the Lord to bruife him,
and put bim to grief.  Our Lord’s fufferings were
both intenfive and extenfive ; he was, fays Paul,
made a curfe for us. In every faculty, fenfe, and
member, throughout every part of foul and
body, he underwent the whole punithment due
to fin. In his foul, he {uftained the whole curfe
due to fin; his fufferings began in his foul:
hence he cried out, Now s my foul troubled. His
fufferings extended to his body ; what muft his
{ufferings have been when he was {courged by the
{oldiers? when all his body was as one wound.
What muft he have felt when crowned with
thorns ? a fruit of the curfe due to fin. What
muft his pains have beer when ftretched on the
cold crofs, and his arms diftended, with his hands
and feet nailed to the crofs? What a man of
forrows, when he hung fix long hours on the tree,
with his wounds bleeding, and his whole body
covered with his own blood : but the utmoft fe-
verity of his foul travail came on him, as he

hunyz
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hung on the crofs, when Jchovah the Father
faid, Awake, O fword, against my [bepherd, and
against the man that is my fellow, faith the Lord of
Hosts 5 fmite the fhepherd. Our Lord as the an-
titypical Fonah, was overwhelmed with a/l the
Sloods of divine wrath, [o ihat be might truly Jays
Thy fierce wrath goeth over me, thy terrors have cut
me off. 'To add {olemnity to the fcene, the cur-
tains of heaven were drawn. From twelve at
noon, till three in the afternoon, the fun was
darkened, while Jefus endured the whole wrath
and indignation of his Father’s divine and moft
righteous difpleafure due to the fins of his pecple.
At the clofe of thefe tremendous hours he faid,
My God, my God, why bast thou forfuken me 2 O
the depths of Jefus’s love ! How unfearchable !
He loved his people to fuch a degree, as to un-
dertake their redemption, though he had the full
profpect of all their fins. His love was {o im-
mutably fixed on them, as to come down from
heaven with infinite delight to live and {fuffer for
them. He loved them fo intenfely as to bear
their fins in his own body on the tree, and drank
up all bell at one draught, to ufe holy Erfine’s ex-
preffion, to beftow endlefs bleflings on them.
When Jefus faid, I# is finifbed, this was his ftate ;
he was ftanding in the room and ftead of his
people.  Their fins had been imputed to hims
The curfe due to their crimes had been executed
on him. He had now purged away fin by the

Ca facrifice
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facrifice of himfelf. He had by his bloody {weat,
wafhed his people from their fins, in his own
blood. He had fatisfied the juftice of the Father,
by making his foul an offering for fin. Thus, as
that Mighty One, on whom the Father had laid
help, who had now vanquifhed fin—the curfe of
the law—the world—fatan—death and hell, he
thouts, Ir is finifbed.

This brings me, fecondly, to confider, What
our Lord had his eye on, when he uttered thefe
words ; what he defigned, and is contained in
them.

It is commonly faid, thele words, Iz is finifhed,
were {poken by Chrift with reference to the cere-
monial law ; which, as it was typical of Chrift, a
fhadow, of which Chrift was the fubftance; fo
it received its true and full accomplithment in
the perfon—life—actions—facrifice and death of
our Immanuel : he being the end of it.

Without all doubt, there 1s an important
truth contained in fuch an affertion ; but more
than this is alfo moft clearly and certainly con-
tained in our Lord’s words, It is finifhed.

Our Lord was a good textuary : he knew the
fcriptures, and what was written in them con-
cerning himfelf ; lLe alfo meditated on them day
and night. They dwelt richly in him, in all wif-
dom, and fpiritual underftanding, When our
Jefus therefore uttered thefe words, It is finifbed,
he had his eye on the 24th verfe of the ninth

chapter
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chapter of the prophet Daniel, in which the
Angei informs the prophet, that {feventy wecks
were determined upon his people, and holy city,
to finifh the tranfgreffion, and to make an end of fins,
and to make recoyciliation for iniquity, and to bring in
everlasting righteoufnefs.

Thefe feventy weeks, were weeks of years;
containing the fpace of 490 years; before the
expiration of which, Mefliab was to be manifefted
in the flefh.  The work to be performed by him
was 10 finifh the transgression, which our Lord had
his eye on, when he faid, It is finifbed. He was
allo 10 make an end of [ins 5 to make reconciliation for
iniquity, and bring in everlafting righteoufuefs. The
full accomplithment of all this, our Lord ex-
prefies in the words before us, and we are to con-
ceive of them as containing full proof of the per-
fe€tion of his work. In hisown perfon, and by
his own work of obedience and {ufferings, he hath
finifhed the work of redemption. He hath fo
completely finifhed tranfgreflion, and made an
end of fin, that it 1s as effeCtually removed from
the perfons of the elect, and out of the fight of
God, as though it had never had being or exift-
ence. The blood of Fefus Christ, the Son of God,
cleanfeth the elect in the fight of God from all fin.
They are in his fight, in Chrift, without any
fpot or ftain of fin. Jefus hath made recon-
ciliation for iniquity, and brought in everlafting
righteoufnefs, and f(houted with triumph worthy

of
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of W's Majelty, It is finifbed. But this being 2

truth of eternal importance, our falvation de-
pending om it, 1t 1s neeeflury to clear it, and
prove it from the immutable word of God. I
kave zlready aflerted, that Jefus hath done his
work, conquered his enemies, and obtained
eternal redemption. I will now proceed to prove
all this. To begin with his having finithed the
tranigreflion, Panl tells ws, Christ was made fin,
2 Cor. v. 21. Puter faith of Jefus, Hebore onr
Fis inn bis vwi body on the tree, 1 Pet. 1. 24.  Fobn
faith of our Lord, He was manifested 1o take away
sur fins, 1 John vil. 5. Our Lord faith him-
felf, Ir is finifbed. Here is full proof Chrift hath
Jnifbed the transgression. 1 will add the teftimony
of the Holy Ghoft, by the mouth of David. He
fpeaks out for himfelf, and others, and fets this
crown on the head of Messiah, {aying, As far as
ihe east 15 from the west, [o far hath be removed ounr
gransgressions from us, Plaim ciit. 12. The Prince
of Peace was to make an end of fin. And Paul
tells us, Christ once in the end of the world, hath
appeared to put away fin by the facrifice of himfelf,
Heb. ix. 26. This was to make an end cf it,
What is put away cannot appear : Sins laid by
the Father on Chrift, are fo put away, that they
can be found no more for ever. The blood of
Chrift, which may be compared to a fea, fwal-
lows up, yea, it hath fwallowed up all the fins of
the elect, They are alt abolifhed out of God’s

fight,
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fight, and beforc bim. Micah viii. 29. Hence
it is written, In thofe days, and in that time, faith
the Lord, the iniquity of Ifrael fball be fought for, and
there fball be none, and the fins of Fudab, and they
Jhall not be found : for 1will pardon them whom I
referve 5 and as it refpets making reconciliation for
sniquity = Christ bath made pzace by 1he blood of his
erofs, Coll. i. 20. He hath by his ebedience unto
death, even the death of the crofs, breught in
everlafting righteoufnefs : and we are made tbe
righteoufuefs of God in Him. When our Jefus was
on earth, it was in God’s fight as though there
was nothing on earth but immaculate purity,
perfect holinefs, invariable righteoufnefs: Jefus
being the head of his people, and the Father be-
holding them in him, holy, righteous, and {pot-
lefs, fo that as Luher ufed to fay, God beholds
nothing in his church but purity and Tighteouf
nefs.  Our Lord’s perfon, life, and facrifice,
yielded a fweet perfume to his divine Father ; fo
it did alfo to faints, who faid, AU thy garncuts
fmell of myirh, aloes, and cassia.  His words were
{weet : the very eflence of {weetnefs; and it might
well be faid, His mouth is mast fweet. He was full
of virtue, and manifefted it in his {ufferings and
facrifice. Then virtue went from him, to heal
all our fpiritual difeafes: when he had a crown
of thorns for his diadem, the crofs for Lis pulrit,
and his arms ftretched out to embrazz all ks
people with everlafling Kindnefs; then bis Zips

were
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were as Jilies dropping fweet [melling myrrh. He
fpake, and his words may well be had by us in
everlafting remembrance.  Whilft they were
driving the nails through his hands and feet, to
faften him to the gibbet, he opened his mouth
in prayer to his Father, on the behalf of his
elect crucifiers, {aying, Father forgive them, for
they know not what they do.

O the infinity of his love | His heart was all
love! It is omnipotent, it is immutable love !
it blazed forth in its full meridian ; it thone forth
in all its effulgency when Chrift hung on the crofs,
made fin and a curfe forus. Chrift’s love 1s {fuch
that words cannot exprefs, nor thoughts con-
ceive, ncither in time nor eternity, the height,
depth, length, nor breadth of it; we may well
cry out, O the depth! Many waters could not
quench it. All the floods of divine wrath could
not dry 1t up. Jefus bears down fin—all fin—
and all belonging to fin in his people, by his in-
comprehenfible love—mercy — obedience and
blood. Here is love, fuch as cannot be fully
known in heaven to eternity. Our Jefus {poke
a fecond time, faying to his mother, #oman, be-
hold thy fon. And to behold him, the Lamb of
God, who was then obeying, fuffering, bleed-
ing, and laying down his life for his enemies,
was a fight indeed. In which were cure, health,
life, and falvation.

On
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On one fide of Jefus hung a wretch, who, to
ufe the words of our old worthy, now in glory,
holy Romaine, had the hellifh impudence to curfe
our Jefus to his face. Yet our fun of righteouf-
nefs thoneupon him ; fhone withinhim, {o that
his heart was overcome, melted, and borne down
under the influences of {overeign grace. Under
a fpiritual view of this amazing lover, and his
love, he cried out, Lord remember me;y when thox
comest iuto 1hy kingdom. Our Lord opened his
mouth the third time, and {poké what will do
him honour for evermore. Aud Fefus faid uito
bim, Verily I fay unto theey To day fhalt thou be with
me in paradife.  Having remained for three hours
without opening his mouth, after he had borne
fin, and the curfe, wreftled with; and f{uftained
the whole confluence of divine wrath, ard con-
quered all the powers of hell; he fpoke the fourth
time, with a loud voice, he cried otit, My God,
my God, why hast thou forfaken me ? Some con-
ceive our Lord uttéred the whole twenty-fe-
cond Pfalm; as he hung on the crofs; he might
well fay, My God, my God, look iipon me, as the
reprefentative of my people : the bearer of their
fin and thame, and pain, and death and hell.
Behold me as their propitiation : Look on me
as their facrifice; confider the eternal dignity
and infinite value of my perfon, and obedience
unto death ; and beftow on them all the fiuits
and bleffings of 1t. And firs, it is a blefled

D fight
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fight for us to behcld Jefus as our atonement,
When ¢ur Lord uttered his dereliétion cry, he
had complcted the work of falvation; and he
{poke then to inform us, how truly he had ex-
perienced all contained in the curfe due to fin.
Our Lord {poke for the fifth time, faying, [
thirst.. He thirited moft vehemently for the
everlafting f{alvation of his people. Thougha
fever might be brought or him by his crucifixion,
the pains of which might dry up his radical moif-
ture, and bring on him a vehement thirft, yet
his foul thirfted moft intenfely for the good of
his people.  Qur Jefas was Sampfon’s antitype :
he was the ftrongeft of men, who conquered by
his own ftrength ; and on his having, obtained a
victory over the enemies of his people, was fore
& ‘birst, and called on the Lord. Sampfon died
with his arms {lretched out, holding one pillar
in his right band, and the other with his left, and
by his fuperior ftrength, pulled down the houfe,
walls, roof and all, about the ears of the idola-
tors; {o that he flew more in his death, than in
his life. So Jefus hung on the crofs with his
arms ftretched out, and by his own invincible
power, conquered fin, fatan, death, and hell,
dying ; then he uttered the words of our text,
1t is finifhed.

This brings me to my third particular, viz. the
fupport and confolation, which may by faith, be
zeceived and drawn from them,

In
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In them may be found, and moft furely is con-
tained all that can {upport usin time, and com-
fortus in eternity. The whole falvation of Jefus,
his victories and triumphs being included in
them. "When our Lord expired on the crofs,
he proved himfelf Lord and Conqueror of death,
and gave vifible evidence of it, even to his very
enemies.

Chrift died voluntarily ; he, as the Lord of
death, gave it a commiffion to fever between his
{potlefs foul, and mangled body. Chrift, with
%is full ftrength remaining in him, not a whit
abated, nor exhaufted by the imputation of fin,
and the execution of the whole curfe on him,
cried out with a fond woice, faying, Father, into
1oy hands 1 commend my Jherit 5 and having fsid thys,
be gave up the ghost. Upon hearing this, the
Centurian with aftonithment cried out, Truly this
man was the Son of God, The moment our
Lord expired on the tree, he gave infallible
evidence, and proved himfelf to be the almighty
Conqueror of death, and him that had the power of
death, that is the devil. He entered the territories
of death, and conquered it in its own -dominions,
and died triumphantly, the Lord of Death, as
well as the Lord of Life. When he left our
world, he gave outward vifible evidence of the
omnipotent conqueft he had made of death ;
and many were the witneffes of it. Death felt
the power of Jefus’s death, and found it to be
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the death of death. 'To prove it, the ecarth did
guake, the rocks rent, and the graves were opered.
And they remained opened to give teftimony
that our Jefus, had zhe keys of death and bell, in
his own hands. On the third morn, our Lord

be 1he Lord both of the dead and living.  As he rofe
from the grave of death, to grace the triumph af

who died, rofe again, and revived, that he might

his refurretion, he quickened and raifed fome
elect faints, who had flept the fleep of death,
to life immortal ; hLereby fulfilling his moft true
promife, Thy dead men fhail live, together with my
dead body, fhall they arife. "Then he fung his
fong of univerfal vi¢tory and trinumph over death
and the grave ; faying, to the many who {leep
in him, Awake and fiug ye that dweil in dust, for
thy dew, (i. e. the eflicacy of his refurrection,
and its influence on theirs) is a5 the detw of herbs,
and the earth fball cast ont the dead. O what a
Jefus! He hath done all things worthy of him-
{elf.  He bath done all things well,  With his own
right hand, and with bis boly arm, bhe bath goiter
bimfelf the witiory. Blefiings on him! He hath
done that in his own perfon, for us, and for our
{alvation, for which his name will be celebrated
by all his faints for ever and ever. Jefus hath
not only put away fin, removed the curfe, and
brought in everlafting righteoufnefs ; but he hath
alfo moft effectually conquered all the combined
powers of carth and hell.  He trod the wine

prefs,
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prefs, of the fierce wrath of the Lord God Al-
mighty ; and hath or bis vesture, and on bis thigh,
a name written, King of Kings, and Lord of Lords.
Our Lord 1n the garden, and on the crofs, was
furrounded with the whole hoft of hell. The
infernal {pirits, with {atan their chief, at the
head of them, may be conceived as then infult-
ing Chrift, crying out, Aba, o would we bave if,
He with fin and curfe, imputed to and inflicted
on him, without putting forth Lalf his {trengih,
with eternal honour to himfelf, obtained ever-
lafting vitory, and gained endlefs triumph over
themall. 'We have a glorious account of it, in
thefe words of the apoltle, Aud having fpoiled
principalities and powers, he made a fhew of them
openly, triumphing over them in it, or, on it, 1. e. on
the crofs; or, as it is in the margin, ix himfelf.
Jefus conquered all the devils in hell, on the
crofs. Having expiated the guilt and filth of
fin, by his obedience and bloodfhedding, and re-
moved it out of the fight of God, by the offer-
ing of himfelf, he copquered fatan and his princi-
palities and powers, abolifbed dearh, perfumed the
grave, and rofe from it with everlafting triumph,
{aying, I am be that liveth, and was dead ; and be-
hold, I am alive for ever more, and have the keys
of bell and death.

Our Jefus hath deftroyed death.  Forafnuch as
the children were partakers of flefb and blood, be alfo
bimfelf likewife took part of thefame, that through death

be
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Be might deftroy him that had the power of death, that
is the devil. Heb. 1. 14.  Ifuiah, {peaking of
this Conqueror, faith, He will fwallow up death in
wiflory. Hofea, gives us the very words Jefus
uttered at his refurretion, he fpeaking of his
redeemed under the power of death, faid, I wil!
ranfom them froni the power of the grave: I will redeen
them from death: O death I will be thy plagues: O
grave 1 will be thy destruttion : repentance fhail be hid
from mine eyes. Give me leave to recite what I re-
ceived from one who was favoured with fome pre-
cious knowledge and believing views of Chrift. He
gave me to underftand, that by faith in the perfon
of Immanuel, and from apprehending himfelf in
Chrift, and one with him, he could derive fupport
from the whole work of Jehovab Jefus, and rejoice
and triumph in his viCories, over all fins, miferies,
and enemies. He ufed to fay, « aman in Christ
fhould live on Chrift, as though himfelf was the
only object of our Lord’s fove. As though the
whole of Chrift’s work was entirely for him: and
ought to triumph in Jefus as being faved in him
with an everlafting {alvation.” Iadd, furely in
the faith of Jefus, a believer may live comfortably
he being as righteous in God’s fight, as the
righteoufnefs of Chrift can make him. And die
as confidently as though he had never finned in
thought, word, nor deed, becaufe in Chrift, he
is as pure as the blood of Chrift can make him.
He may therefore enter Heaven with boldnefs

in
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ia the righteoufnefs and atonement of his moft
precious Saviour, who will prefent bim faultlefs be-
Jore the prefence of bis glory, with exceeding joy. Sirs,
Jefus Chrift is ours, His work is the whole of our
falvation. All and every part of our falvation
is in him. He is made of God unto us, wifdom
righteoufnefs, fanctification, and redemption. la
Him we are complete. Our heavenly Father be-
holds us in Christ, and is everlaftingly well pleafed
with us iz Him. The life of Chrift in glory 1s our
fecurity. He faith, becanfe I live ye fhall live alfo.
His victories over fin and death, belong to us.
We are crowned conquerors in him ; lords over
fin, the world, death and hell. /e are more
tpan conguerors through bim that loved ws. His
triumph over all his and our enemies, lays a
foundation for our prefent and eternal triumph
in heaven. Beloved, the word and work of
Chrift, thould yield you and me, ftrong confo-
lation.  And it will, believers in Je{us, continue
in us, and to us everlafling confolation.

I proceed laftly to (hew, how moft exaltly
fuited Jefus is, to poor guilty finners.

When our Jefus had finithed falvation, and
triuniphed moft glorioufly over fin, fatan,
carth, death, and hell, he afcended on high,
leading captivity captive. He alcended [up far
above all heavens, and fat down at the right
hand of the Majefty on high. He wears his
crown as Jelus the Congueror ; and fhines forth

in
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in all the gloties of his Mediatorial Perfon, and
Grace, within the veil : To fee him thus is hea-
ven: 'Fohave communion with him, is the per-
fecticn both of grace and gloty: He is on his
throne, almighty to fave. Light is not more
fuited to the eye, nor food to the hungry, nor
drink to the thirfty, than Jefus is to a poor
guilty finful creature. There is every thing in
Jefus Chrift to fuit any finner out of hell, who
feels his guilty, finful, undone ftate, and is
made willing to be faved by him. In the name
and prefence of my mofl divinely precious Lord
Jefus, T will be bold to fpeak out, and will be
very free with you; fiying, firs, it makes fio
matter to us, the miniftérs of the Lord and fa-
viour, what you are; nor what your guilt is;
Jefus is alllove;  He is nothing but love; heis
more mighty to fave than fin is to damn. Hs
blood is more effe€tually efficacious to purity,
than fin, with all contained 1n it, 1s to aefile the
foul. Nor was there ever yet any kind of fin,
or finner, but Jefus hath pardoned and faved.
If 1 had a congregation of perfons, whofe fin-
fulnefs, guilt, filth, crimes, and demerit, ex-
ceeded all the damned in hell, T (hould have
no other {ubje&t but this before us, nor make
any change in it, except it were to preach Chrift
and his falvation more fully, and freely, as the
Almighty and All-fufficient faviour of guilty
men. His blood alone, being the antidote

againft



(25 )
againft the guilt of fin, and the fears of death.

And 1 pronounce it here to-day in open court,
in defiance of fn, {atan, and death, that zbe
blood of Féfus Chiifi, the Sou of God, cleanfeth from
all fin 3 and there is no finner cut of hell, if he
be made willing by the holy {pirit, but may
come and take the full benefit of our Lord’s
righteoufnefs and atonement, and find in be-
lieving on him, everlafting life.

Beloved, that perfon is moft exa&ly fit for
Chrift, and Jefus can get himfeif everlafting glory
from him, who fees and feels himfelf, to be in
himfelf, as vile as fin can make him, and as de-
ferving of damnation as fin can render him. In
fuch an one, Jefus can ke magnified for ever and
ever. In healing every wound fin hath given
him—In cleanfing him from every {pot and
ftain—In pardoning all his crimes—In receiv-
ing bim freely.—In pronouncing his peace, and
continuing his blefling for evermorz. If I heard
any one fay—I am as to my own caf:, the fub-
ject of more fin, guilt, and filth, than all the
damned in hell: Nor did I ever read of any
finner’s cafe like my own. I would reply, Be it
fo; yet Jefus infinitely and everlaftingly ex-
ceeds all thy guilt and demerit. If you had
all the finfulnefs in you, and jnfinitely more, than
all the damned in hell, yet it comes not up unto,
por will all this bare any comparifon with the
grace of God 4 Chriff : You areyet, to this
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very moment, cut of hell; and Jefus faith,
Al manner of fins [ball be forgiven unto the fons of
men, and blafphemies wherewith foever they fhall
blafpheme.  So thatif you fay, There have beerr
fuch aggravations in your fins, of omiffion and
commufiion, as have rendered them exceedingly
finful.  All this allowed, yet your cafe cannot be
worfe, than what the Lorl defcribes it to be,
when he{aith, Thou bast not called upon me. Thon
Fast been weary of me.  Thou bafl made me to ferve
with thy fins. Thou hast wearied me with thine
infquities.  Yet ftilk he will be God, and prove
his God-head ins pardoniag all.  Herce he im-
racdiately adds, I, even I am he that bloiterd
out 1hy tranfzreffions for mine own fake, and will not
remeinber thy fins.  There never was any {in yet
committed out of helf, but our Jelus hath par-
doned 1t in one or other. Norany fort of guilt
brought on the mind, but Jefus 10 one inftance or
another hath remaoved it. Nor any fin, be it
ever fo black, but the blood of the Lamb hatl
cleanfed one or other from. So that I atk you
finners prefent, what objection have you againft
Chrl » and of being faved freely and fully by
his grace ¥ If you reply, we have no objection
again{t him, but have ten thoufand objettions
to make againft ourfeives, remember the grand
point is, that Jefus hath no objettion againft
any kind of finner, who is made willing to be
{aved by him. Be it known to you, thereis no

objection



( 27 )

objetion you can make againft yourfelves, and
againtt being faved fieely by grace, through the re-
demption which is in Christ Jefus, that is not an-
fwered and removed, in the everlafting gofpel.
¥ Theard one fay, < T'am the fubje®t of more
fin, guilt, and demerit, than all the damned in
hell.  Nor did 1 ever read of any finners cafe
Like my own.” I would not {ay one fingle word
to him about fin’s deformity and demerit. No
indeed, I would not. But the Lord the Spirit,
being my helper, T would fet before him Chriss
eructfied, with the prefent and everlafting cure and
health contained in the blocd and righteoufnefs
of the flaughtered Lamb. Andif it were given
that finner to come and place himf{elf with all his
finfulnels before our Jefus, {aying, Lord fave me.
Here I am at thy throne with ail my wounds,
guilt, and defilement, expelting to receive life,
health, and {alvation, by thy looking on me, and
putting forth the virtue of thy lite and death in
me. Sweet Jefus, let virtue go from thee, and
perfectly heal me. 1 would boldly declare fuch
an one, in believing would receive from Chrify
everlafting life, purity, and righteoufnefs. Be-
caufe Jefus hath f{aid, and is bound by all the
honours of his God-head to make it good to
every finner who approacheth his Majelty, bim
that cometh unto me, I will inno wife cast our. When
our Lord was {at down on his mediatorial throne,
a crowned conqueror, in glory everlafting ; he
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did that which will make his name precious
throughout all generations. He made a full trial
of the efficacy of his blood, by fending down the
Holy Ghoft, who preached the virtue of it in the
hearts of the very murderers of himfelf. They,
in believing, found the blood of Chrift, cleanfeth
from all fin. Tt cleanfed them from the guilt of
being the murderers of the Son of God. A guilt
blacker than all the blacknefs of hell.  Surely, 1f
it could cleanfe them from their guilt, it muft
be all-fufficient to cleanfe from all fin. May
the Lord help us to put honour upon it, by be-
lieving, I remember hearing our Jefus exalted
in the preaching of the late truly excellent Ro-
maine, having thefe thoughts, and departing from
Black-friars church, conceiving thus—If I had
no intereft in this Jelus for myfelf, yet I would
blefs him from the ground of my heart, for the
millions of millions of finners, who will efcape
damnation, and inherit glory, and all by virtue
of his moft precious bloodfhedding and righteouf-
nefs. There was real grace 1n it ¢ it is beft with
us, when we leave ourfelves out, and give the
Tamb his praife. O that it may be given you,
by the Holy Spirit, to look off yourfelves, and
took wholly and intenfely to the Lamb in the
midft of the throne, and may you the remain-~
ing part of this fabbath, be exercifed in falling
down and crying out, Blessing and hononr, and
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glory, and power, be unto him that fitteth upon the
throne, and to the Lamb for ever and ever: Salva-

tion to God, and the Lamb. The Lord blefs his
truth 70 you. Amen,
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