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THE

BEST PRESERVATIVE

TIME OF TROUBLE,

AND

Preservation from National Evils and Enemies.

AND ASA CRIED UNTO THE LORD HIS GOD,
AND SAID, LORD, IT 1S NOTHING WITH
THEE TO HELP, WHETHER WITH MANY,
OR WITH THEM THAT MAVE NO POWER :
HELP US, O LORD OUR GOD; FOR WE REST
ON THEE, AND IN THY NAME WE GO
AGAINST THIS MULTITUDE: O LORD THOU
ART OUR GOD, LET NOT MAN PREVAIL
AGAINST THEE. 2 Chron, Xiv. 11,

E are met together at this time, in obe-
dience to the command of our beloved
Sovereign King George, whom God hath been
pleafed moft gracioudly to fet over us as our fu-
preme civil ruler and magiftrate, to confefs and
bewail over our own finfulnefs, and that of the
inhabitants of this nation, joining with the peo-
ple of this land, to implore the Lord’s grace and

mercy to help us in this time of public need.
We are threatened with invafion by a bafe and
infulting foe. Our national impieties are very
B great :
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great : There is no fin that can be committed
out of hell but it is to be found amongft us; our
national cafe is truly lamentable, the taxes in-
creafing ; trade not flourithing ; provifions high;
things and times awfully variable. All which
are fo many figns of the Lord’s wrath and dif-
pleafure againft the many and great impieties
which abound amongft us. The caufe of all our
forrow and diftrefs is fin : and there is more evil
in fin, than in all the miferies the land groans
under.

May the Lord God be with us, and the various
congregations which will be affembled this day
for prayer and f{upplication, and pour out his
{pirit on us, and them, as the fruit of his Son’s
moft prevalent interceflion, that we may each be
humbled under his mighty band, and be by him
exalted in due time.

Religious fafting is an ordinance which has
often been obferved and practifed by the faints
and people of the moft high God. Asan ordi-
nance, it is expreflive of our views and fenfe of
the exceeding finfulnefs of fin ; and that on ac-
count of 1t, and the inkerent finfulnefs of our
fallen nature, and the fruits and effe&ts of it in
our thoughts, words, and aéions, we are alto-
gether unworthy of being and well-being. We are
undeferving of the air we breathe, of the light
we enjoy, of the fun to fhineupon us, of the
meat which nourithes us, of the cloaths which

cover
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cover us, of the fire which warms us, of the
beds which relieve our weary bodies, and of
every comfort which we are the partakers of.

Sin is the obje&t of God’s infinite hatred. As
finners we deferve the damnation of hell; there-
fore let the Lord’s wrath and judgments on a
finful people, and finful nation be ever fo ex-
treme, we may well fay, #herefore doth a living
man complain, a man for the punifbment of bis fin 2
O that it may be the language of thoufands in
our land this day, Let us fearch and try our ways,
and turn again to the Lord. Lament. 1il, 34, 40.

The words which I have read for my text, with
the chapter in which they ftand, hold forth to
our view a beautiful example of the {upreme
Ruler a&ting on the behalf of his people, for their
good, and for the defence of his kingdom ! and
how he poured out his heart to the Lord when
invaded by a numerous hoft,

Afa, king of Judah, had enjoyed ten years
peace and tranquility, and he improved it to the
honour of God, and the good of his prople, by
reforming and fettling the ftatein ecclefiafticaland
civil polity. He gave commrandment to deftroy
idolatry, and feek the Lord God, by attending
clofely to his revealed will, and inflitwted wor-
thip. Having reformed the morals of the péople,
and taken care they fhould be properly inftructed
in the true knowledge and worfhip of the Lord,
he then, as the next great concern, {et himfelf
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to fortify his kingdom, by building fenced cities.
And the times being favourable for carrying on
his defigns, for the land had rest, and be bad no war
in thofe years : becanfe the Lord bad given bim rest 5
he therefore fet the affairs of his kingdom in a
proper ftate, raifed an army of valiant men, and
thus provided in the name and fear of God,
againft any moleftation or difturbance from a
foreign power.

When he had done all this, we read in the
verfes which go before my text, viz. 9 and 1o,
And there came out against them (1. e. againft Afa’s
army, which was 300,000 of J#dab ; and 280,000
of Benjamin,) Zerah the Eihiopian, a king of
Cuth, with an bost of a thoufand thoufand, and three
bundred chariots, and came wnto Marefbab, a city
of Judah about 18 miles from Jerufalem. Ther
Afa went out agaiist them, and they fet the battle in
array in the valley of Zephatha at Marefbah.  And
Ala cried unto the Lord bis God, and faid, Lord, it
is nothing with thee to belp, whether with many, or
with them that have o power : belp us O Lord our
God 5 for we rest on thee, and in thy name we go
against this multitude : O Lord thou art our God, let
not man prevail agaiust thee.

In my proceeding with the fubjet before us,
1 would obferve, we have in the text and context,
as in a picture, a reprefentation of a nation called
by the name of the Lord, invaded by a very nu-
merous hoft of foreign enemies. And the beft

pre-=
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preparation for battle is here fet forth. Preferva-
tion from national evils and enemies is held up
to view to be in the Lord alone. We have here
faith and dependence on the Lord for deliver-
ance exercifed. And a fignal evidence given,
mentioned in the following verle, of the Lord’s
hearing, and anfwering the prayer of faith, Ss
the Lord fmote the Ethiopians before Afa, and before
Judab, and the Ethiopians fled.

I will firft endeavour to open in a very brief
manner the prayer before us. This will make
way for fuch obfervations, and applications, as
may be fuited to the folemnities of this day of
public humiliation.

Secondly, {peak concerning our cafe as a
nation, and aim to ftrengthen your hearts in
God, by reciting fome wonderful deliverances
which the Lord hath wrought at fundry times,
and in divers manners, on the behalf of his church
and people.

Thirdly. I will aim to make ufe of the words
before us, to encourage our hearts againft our
{piritual enemies, and temporal alfo: and con-
clude with fuch inferences as are fuitable to the
fubject, and natural to our prefent cafe in this
Ifland.

According to my propofed plan and defign
thus exprefled :
Twill
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T will firft endeavour to open in a very brief
manner the prayer before us, as this will confe-
quently give place to fome obfervations, and ap-
plications, {uited to the prefent feafon of public
fafting and humiliation.

I will again recite the words of my text before
enter on the explanation of it, to the intent
that what follows may the more clearly be under-
ftood, and appear to open view.

And Afa cried unto the Lord bis God, and faid,
Lord, it is nothing with thee 10 help, whether with
many, or with them that bave no power : Help us, O
Lord our God 3 for we vest on thee, and in thy name
we go agaiust this multitude : O Lord thou art our
God, let not man prevail against thee.

T will aim to takeup each, and every part and
particular in this prayer, which was the prayer in-
deed of faith. This was praying in the Holy
Ghoft. It was inward, inwrought prayer. It is
worthy of notice, that the prayers on record
in the {criptures, are in general very fhort,
but they are always fullof {ubftantial matter,and
altogether to the point and cafe of the {up-
pliant. Not confifting of long circumlocution,
and preparations for addrefs, they are the imme-
diate qutgoings of the mind to God,and in which
there is an immediate accefs to him. Afz cried
unto the Lord bis God. Thefe words, and Afa
cried unto the Lord his God, are expreflive of his
importunity in prayer, This phrafeology of

Erying,
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erying, and pouring out the beart before the Lord, is
peculiarly ufed in the feriptures, to thew us what
prayer is, and the energy and earneftnefs of the
fouls of God’s called people at the throne of
Grace. Itgives an item alfo of their eafy aceefs
to the Lord. 4/z and his people were oppofed
by enemies. He needs protectionand deliverance
from them, and he calls upon the Lord. He
cried unto the Lord bis God. 'This is the very end
and defign of the revelation which the Lord hath
given concerning himfelf—of his Nature—Per-
fonalities——Will—-Council and Covenant; that
his people may know Him, believe on Him,
truft in Him, call upon Him at all times, efpe-
cially in feafons of Trouble, and perfonal and pe-
culiar diftrefs. This man prayed to the Lord
as his God. He cried unto the Lord his God. He
knew the eternal Three, in the One incompre-
henfible Jehovah, was the Lord God of Abrabam,
Jfaac, and Facob, the Lord God of Ifrael. He knew
it was written, Blessed is the nation whofe God is
the Lord : and the people whom be bath chofen for bis
own inberitance. Pf. xxxi1il. 12. And he confiders
the Three in Jehovah, as his covenant God.
This is the foundation of his prayer ; without it
he could not have prayed, nor could he have had
any kind of encouragement. All the revelation
of grace,and promifes of mercy, help,and {uccour,
which the Lord has given, are all i Christ ; yea,
aud dmes. And the Lord’s people being one

with



(8)

with Chrift, they are intereited in the whole re-
welation of grace, and in the exceeding great and
precious promifes containedin it. - And Afa cried
upto the Lord his God, and faid, Lord, it is nothing
with thee to belp, whether with many, or with them
that bave no power. Every word in his addrefs is
emphatical. Each ferves to encourage his hope
and expetation. He isin the field of battle,
but not difmayed at the multitude of the encmy,
nor difcouraged at the fewnefs of his own army.
He prays, and mentions God’s great and incom-
municable name, to encourage his faith, The
word Lord, here, and throughout the Old Tefta-
ment, when printed in large capitals, is Febovah.
1t is expreffive of God’s incommunicable nature
and felf-exiftence, and all-{ufficiency. He is of,
and from himfelf. He lives his own life, thinks
his own thoughts, works and performs the
whole good pleafure of his will. He alone hath
immortality. Under thefe views, 4/ encourages
himfelf in Febovah, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
the Holy Ones, the Three who bear record in heaven,
{aying, Lord it is nothing with thee to help, whether
with many, or with them that have no power : Help
#s O Lord our God. Here he pleads the covenant
relation which fubfifts between God and his peo-
ple By an everlafting tranfaétion which ob-
tained between the eternal Trinity before the
world was, and which is fully and freely fet before
us in the written word, Jehovab is the Lord God

of
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of bis people. He ftands thus related to, and in-
terefted in them. To Him they are to look, on
Him they are to rely and depend, at all times,
and for all things. As he calls on the Lord for
help, fo he renounces all help in the creature,
and any arm of fleth. Helpus, O Lord our God ;
for we rest on thee, and in thy name we go against
this multitude : O Lord, thou art owr God, let not
man prevail against thee. In the margin it is mortal
man, Let not mortal man prevail against thee. Thus
he fets the Lord God againft the enemy, and
yields all up into Jehovah’s hand. Strength, cou-
rage, fuccefs, victory, and deliverance, he looks
wholly to the Lord for. He makes his, and the
people’s cafe, the Lord’s, Jer not mortal man pre-
vail against thee.

This was doing all which could be done, by
way of preparation for the battle. It was the
the beft, and only way, to enfure fuccefs and
victory.

Our prefent day of humiliation hath a fimi-
larity with the cafe beforeus. A prudent de-
fence of the nation, by guarding our coafts, rai-
fing an army, and putting ourfelvesand our affairs
into a proper pofture of defence, againft the
threatened invafion, being completed; we are
now met to pray the Lord God to be our fal-
vation and glory, our defence and fhield. We
pray and entreat him to go forth with our fleets
and armies, to fight for, and guard us, and to
give us fuch a complete victory over the haughty

C and
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and infulting tyrant, as may be for the glory of
his great name, and for our national good. A
national faft is to me a folemn day. To fee a
whole nation inmourning. To contemplate the
people throughout the whole kingdom called up-
on to mourn before the Lord, every one for his
own imiquity. To confider the real people of
God employed in pouring out their hearts before
the Lord, ufing their intereft at his throne, and
entreating him to {ave the nation from an invafion,
to confound and aflwage the pride and power of
the enemy, and that this vile wretch, Bounaparte,
who 1s an enemy both to God and man, may not
prevail, The worm who oppofes us, is vile be-
yond defeription : full of all iniquity ; to all pre-
{ent appearances, the object of God’s curfe and
wrath. I would not therefore fear him. So far
am I from the leaft concern about his entrance on
our Ifle, that I confider his vain boafts and brags
but {o many prefages of his fall. One juft like
him of old, when he was infulting the inhabi-
tants of Jerufalem, and their good king Hezekiab
moft, receives his final doom. God {peaking by
his fervant [faiah, fays to the Bouaparte of that
day, that is Semnacherib, I know thy abode, and thy
going out, and thy coming in, and thy rage against me.
Becaufe thy rage against me, and thy tumult is come up
into mine ears : therefore will I put my hook in thy
nafe, and my bridle in thy lips, and I will turn thee
back by the way by which thon camest. Ialah xxxvil,
28, 29. We have in my view as little to fear

v from



{ 11 )
from Bonaparte, as Hexekiah, and the church of
God had from Sennacherib s or, Afafrom Zerab the
Ethiopian, and his numerous hoft. I would fur-
ther add the following obfervations :

I. Itis well becoring and very fuitable to our
prefent cafe and fubje@, to feek the Lord with
our whole heart, and his prefence and blefling with
our whole defire.

I1. We fhould renounce all confidence in our
fleets and armies, and reft wholly on Jehovah’s
arm, as Afa did.  Lord, {aid he in prayer before
bis army, # is nothing with thee to belp, whether with
many, or with them that have no power : help us, O
Lord our God ; for we rest on thee, and in thy name
we go against this multitude 5 O Lord thou art our
God, let not mortal man prevail against thee.

III. Let us remember that our God is a God
hearing and anfwering prayer. We have good
reafon therefore to believe he will be attentive
to the voice of our cry, and to the prayers of
faints throughout our land this day, and will thew
his marvellous loving kindnefs, and fave by his
right hand thofe who put their truft in him,
from them that rife up againft them.

And at this feafon of public fafting and hu-
miliation, we may by way of application, take
the following leflon, and feek the gracious in-
fluence of the wholly fpirit to enable us to prac-
tife it ; viz. That having left our caufe with the
Lord, and profefled to reft wholly on him for

Ca falvation
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falvation and deliverance from theenemy, we have
done all we can. We have done what is truly
well pleafing and acceptable in the fight of God.
Therefore we fhould encourage our hearts and
hopes in him, remembering, that Jebovab is the
hope of Ifrael, their faviour in time of trouble.
Jeremiah xiv. 8.

I proceed, fecondly, to {peak concerning our cafe
as a nation, and will aim to ftrengthen your hearts
in God, by reciting fome wonderful deliverances
which the Lord hath wrought at fundry times,
and in divers manners for his church and
people.

As it refpelts our cafe as a nation, we are fa-
voured beyond all the ndtions under heaven, by
the Lord our God. He fent his gofpel into this
Ifle very foon after the alcenfion of our Lord,
and he continues it to the prefent moment. We
have three things which the Lord values beyond
all on earth, and all in heaven. His truth, by
which I mean the gofpel of his Son, his worthip,
and his church and people, who are precious in
the view of God. The gofpelis the glory of our
lanl.  Divine inftituted worfhip is highly ac-
ceptable to the Lord, and his people are near
unto him. On the behalf of them, his truths,
and his ordinances, he will ever appear, and
prove himfelf a God which doeth wonders.

It 1s true, the hand of the Lord is firetched
out, and lifted up to ftrike a guilty land, but

what
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what have you and I to do therewith? Except
it be to take his own moft gracious advice, whicl
is, Come my people, enter thoy into thy chambers, and
Sbut thy doors about thee : hide thyfelf as it were for
a little moment until the indignation be over past. 1lai.
xxvi. 20.  You and I have nothing to do with
the war. We are not the caules of it, therefore
we fhould not be over folicitous about it : nor
can we make peace. The fact is, it isa fcourge
for national impieties. The foreign trade hav-
ing enriched this kingdom, has brought in
therewith fuch a {pirit of luxury, and licentiouf-
nefs, as is beyond expreflion; and the whole
land feems to be in danger of being borne down
with a {pirit of infidelity, which threatens to {wal-
low us up. This is the moft alarming judgment
at prefent in the land, and it feems to me to be
too little perceived and lamented. We may
read our national fin in our national punithment.
The Lord feems to be cutting the finews of trade,
that we may read our bafe ingratitude, in not
rejoicing in his great goodnefs, but abufing his
mercies, and in turning them into occafions and
means of tranfgreffing againft his Majefty.

As it refpeéts the times we live in, it is pro-
bable we are under the fifth vial, which i1s to be
poured out upon the feat of the beaft, and it will
be fome time before what is defigned by it be ac-
complithed. We have already feen the tenth
part of the city, by a mighty earthquake, fallen.

France
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France hath been fhook toits center. The re-
volution in it hath been great and wonderful.
The prophecy tefpetting it has not as yet re-
ceived its full accomphthment. For thusit is
written, Revelation xt. 135. And the fame honr was
there a great earthquake, and the tenth part of 1he
city felly, and in the earthquake were flain of men, (1n
the margin it is names of men, or men of names)
Seven thowfand 5 and the remnant were affrighted,
and gave glory to the God of heaven.

It is, T believe, looked upon by the people of
God, that this {cripture has been accomplithed
in the revolution which brought down the mo-
narchy in France, and in the fall of the priefts
and others, who were the {upporters of popery,
which is altogether idolatrous worfhip : yet it is
but in part accomplithed. That great and moft
excellent commentator, Dr. Gi/, on this paffage,
concludes from the latter part of it, there will be
fome tremendous judgment executed on that
nation. Itisfaid, and the remnant were affrighted.
A remnant is but a {mall number : Their being
affrighted, fuggefts fome very alarming difpen-
fation. This is to produce a national repen-
tance and reformation. Theremnant were affrighted,
and gave glory to the Gad of beaven. As, 1 freely
confefs, I conceive thus concerning this pro-
phecy, from reading Dr. Gill, {o I am truly
pleafed to fuggeft an idea to your minds, of the
pulling down the pride and power of France ;

and
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and how far prefent means are furthering this,
muft be left to the event. That people will
never continue long to tyrannize others. Jefus
Chrift will put down all oppofition to his gofpel,
worlhip, and people. That nation and kingdom
that will not ferve him and his church too, /pall
perifh : yea, thofe nations [fball be wutterly wasted.
When the prophecy in the tenth verfe of the
eleventh chapter of the Revelation receives its
full accomphithment, the fecond wo will be past.
And immediately thercon, the third wo will be
quickly accomplifhed, by the pafling away of the
Turkifh empire. On this the Jews will be called,
the fulnefs of the Gentiles brought in, the gof-
pel have free courfe, and the whole earth be en-
lightened with Chrift’s glory, and the nations
will learn war no more. But I conceive we muft
look for, and fhould expet great changes, to
make way for the accomplithment of God’s moft
true and faithful promifes, concerning the final
deftruction of popery, the extermination of
Mahometifm, the converfion of the Jews, and
the fpiritual reign of Chrift, or latter day
glory.

All thefe things are with the Lord, he will
bring mighty things to pafs. But the wayand
means, the times and {eafons are with him.

I am forry to perceive {fuchan univerfal alarm
concerning the threatened invafion, and the
terror which appears to have poflefled the minds

of
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of many. What are you afraid of? Surely, if
our coafts are well guarded, we have nothing to
fear. It is impoflible for the tyrent of France to
effet a landing, if our hearts are as the heart
of one man to refilt him. Blefled be God for
the {pirit of unanimity which is amongft usat
the prefent crifis. It is a token for good. 1
would fay as a Briton, as a believer in the name
of the only begotten Son of God, to be afraid of
Bonaparte, fuch a monfter of iniquity, fucha de-
teftable villain, fuch a defpicable wretch, whofe
impieties are daily ripening him for hell, is
to fear where there is no caufe. It is to forget
that God is in the generation, and congregation
of the righteous. 1 would have you join with
me to defy him, with all his brags and boafts,
in the name of the living God.

With a defign to ftrengthen your hearts in
God, Iwould call onyou, believers in Jefus, to
hear his voice, and give ear to what he fpeaks to
you. He fays, and it belongs to all, each, and
every individual in the houfehold of faith, Fear
thou not, for I am with thee : be not difmayed, for I
am thy God : I will firengthen thee, yea, I will belp
theey, yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of
my righteoufnefs. Ifai. xli. 10. You will receive
it as arich cordial. You may give full credit to,
and build upon every tittle of it. You may ex-
pe& all in it to be made good to you. Yeainfo
doing, you will honour the God of heaven asmuch

as
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as any faint round his throne of glory. It will
remove all your cares and fears, and caufe your
hearts to fing andgive praife. I will recite {fome
wonderful deliverances which the Lord hath
wrought at fundry times, and indivers manners,
for his church and people.

What a ftate of affiction and diftrefs were the
people of God 1n, in Egypt under the oppreffion
of the Egyptians and how glorioufly did the
Lord difplay his power, and deliver his church.
This is fo fully recorded in the word, and fo
often celebrated in the Pfalms, that I {uppofe it
needlefs to defcant on it ; Iwould only remind
you, how the Ifraelites were purfued by thefe
enemies, who were at their very heels, inaccef«
fible mountains on either fide, and the fea be-
fore them. Tn this extremity the Lord made
bare his holy arm, got himfelf a glorious name,
dried up the waters, and led them fafely through,
whillt the enemy purfuing, fuk as lead in the
mighty waters. Here the church’s extremity was
God’s opportunity, He is a wonder-working
God. Believers, Jefus Chrift is ftill the fame.

I would mention the deliverance the Lord
wrought for his people recorded in the book of
Judges, by Gideon. He and 300 men, with
trumpets, lamps and pitchers, crying, ke fword
of the Lord and of Gideon, overthrew the camp
of the enemy with terror, fo that the Midianites

flew each other, And thofe who fled being pur-
D {ued,
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fued, one hundred and twenty thoufand of them
were {lain. And even after thi> Gideon overtook
-the enemy’s army, and cut it to pieces. See
Judges, chap. 6, 7, 8. I may well cry out,
What hath God wrought !

And in the cafe of 4/z before us, he having
¢alled on the name of the Lord, routs an army
of enemies, who were in number one million of
foot, and zoo with fcythed chariots, {o that it
evidently appeared that God was the alone giver
of victory.

To clofe this, remember the cafe of the people
under the reign of good Hezekiah, when in-
vaded by Semnacherib, whofe army came up even
to Jerufalem, the capital. Yet when Rab/bakeb,
the Affyrian General, blafphemes God, infults
the king, and treats the people in a moft {corn-
ful way, as though they were already his cap-
tives; the king going up to the houfe of the
Lord, fo prevalent was his power, that the pro-
phet Ifaiah was fent with an immediate anfwer :
And a part of it contained a glorious triumph
over the infulting foe. The prophet fays to
him, The virgin, the daughter of Zion hath defpifed
thee, and laughed thee to feorn, the daughter of Feru-
Jalem bath fhaken ber head at thee, whom hast thou
reproached and blafphemed 2 and against whom hast
thou exalted thy voice, and lifted up thine eyes on high #
even against the Holy One of Ifrael.—And thus the
prophet concludes : Thas faith the Lord comemi;;g
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the king of Afsyria, He fhall not come into this cily,
sor fhoot an arrow there, nor come before it with fhield,
not cast a bank against it. By the way that he came,
by the fame fball be return, and fhall not come into
this city, faith the Lord 5 for I will defend this city
10 fave ity for mine own fake, and for my fervant
David’s fake. The Lord is faithful. He fu.-’
filled his word, and fent an Angel the fame
night, who cut off almoft the whole Affyrian
army; and Sesnacherib on his return into his own
land, was cut off by his two fons, as he was wor-
thipping in the houfe of his dunghill deity.

Beloved, let us comfort our hearts with the re-
membrance of thofe wonderful deliverances, I
will conclude thofe recitals, faying by way of ad-
drefs to my native and beloved country, Fear
wot O land, be glad and rejoice, for the Lord will do
great things. 4

[ proceed, thirdly, to aimat making ufe of the
words before us, to encourage our hearts againft
our {piritual enemies, and temporal alfo: and
fhall conclude with fuch inferences as are fuitable
- to the fubje&, and natural to our prefent cafe in
this Ifle.

In our warfare againft our {piritual enemies,
the world, fin, and fatan, we need continually to
look unto, and call upon the Lord. And very
good it is to feel we have no power, or might
againft them in ourfelves ; becaufe this leads us
to renounce all confidence in the fleth, and to
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roll ourfelves off ourfelves on the Lord Jefus. We
may well addrefs ourfelves, Believers, to the
Lord our God, in the day of our {piritual con-
flic&s and battle with {piritual enemies, and fay,
Lord it is nothing with thee to fave, whether with
many, or with them that have no power : help us, O
Lord our God 5 for we rest on thee, and in thy name
we go against this multitude. O Lord thou art our
God, let not man prevail against thee.

Beloved, we fhould fet Chrift againft all our
fins, and enemies. We fhould reft on him alone
for {fuccefs againft them, for victory over them.
And finding we have no ftrength of our own, we
thould give up all into the Lord’s hand. This
would be to intereft him in our particular cafes.
And it would make way for our conftant triumph-
ing in Chrift the captain of falvation. Mixing
faith with thefe words, and prefenting them be-
fore the throne, asthe defire of our minds, would
be a bleffed means of leading us to encourage
our hearts in God, and help us to give battle to
the world, fin, and fatan, faying, through God-
Fefus, we fhall dovaliantly, for be it is that fhall
tread down our enemies.

They ferve to encourage our hearts againft all
temporal enemies, and evils alfo, Itistomea
wonderful confideration, that ever fince the gof-
pel was fent into Britain, it has in defiance to all
the power of hell, been continued. Even under
all the darknefs of popery, when it was ripe here,

yet
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yet the Lord had his witneflfes in England. Many
of them loved not their lives, as they did the
truths of the everlafting go{pel. Thercfore being
called to it, they fhed their blood in the defence
and confirmation of it, and afcended from Swizh-
field, and various other parts of the kingdom in
fiery chariots to heaven. Chrift hath to the
prefent moment a glorious church here. In
reading the feriptures of the New Teftament,
there are epiftles apoftolical, which are directed
to the churches of God at Rome, Corinth, Galatia,
Ephefus, Phillippi, Collofse, &c. But where are
they now ? all extin&t. No churches of Chrift
at any of thefe places. Yet the church of Chrift
in our land continues, and I pray God it may
continue, until day and night come to an end.
This ifland hath been the {feat where Chnift hath
planted and feated his church for many ages. It
is on this account the glory of kingdoms. And
1 would aim to encourage your hearts for it, on
the account of the church of the living God
planted in it, that no weapon formed against it
Shall profper and that every tongue which rifeth against
it in judgment, the Lord will confound, and con-
demn. I would therefore draw the following in-
ferences as fuitable to our fubject, and natural to
our prefent cafe in this /e,

We live in the beft of times for believers, and
for the exercife of our faith in God, becaufe
every thing within us, and alfo without us, calls

for
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for the continual exercife of faith, As a nation
we are threatened with being deprived of all that
is pleafant and defirable, good and valuable,
both civil and facred. We may well go to the
Lord therefore and fay, Have refpect unto the co-
wenant.  Look upon the Mediator of it. Confider
thy engagements with him, and beftow on us the
bleflings of it, {eeing thy fon’s blood and death
have fealed and ratified all the articles contained
in the covenant tranfaction between thee, and
him, on our behalf,

As it refpe&s the evils felt, and alfo expeéted,
the prefent difpenfations of the Lord’s Provi-
dence are only a realizing the truth we cach as
the children of God profefs to believe. It is a
part of our conftant declaration, that there is
nothing out of Chrift worth enjoying, That every
man, woman, and child out of Chrift, is under
the curfe. None are faved fromit but fuch as
are brought out of the kingdom of darknefs into the
kingdom of God’ s dear Som. We therefore, having
our own doftrine emphatically fet forth, and
afrefh fet home upon our hearts, by a view of
our Lord’s prefent and folemn difpenfations with
the inhabitants of this /e, find that old Adam’s
world 1s going to decay : it is {carce worth living
in: there is nothing in it worth our enjoying.
We are in Chrift’s world : He is our fun to en-
lighten us: Our fountain to fupply us : Wehave

our
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our All in Him. He is our All, and our All
being in Him, we can triumph over all pre-
fent evils and miferies, and rejoice that his king-
dom draweth nigh. We are, Believers, in Chrift’s
world. We are born again. We are born into
this Chrift. 'We have in our fouls, by regene-
ration, new and fupernatural faculties, and af-
fections, defires, and fenfe, to take in, and en-
joy Chrift, and they are all to be exercifed on
Him. There i1s every thing in Him, who is
God-Man, to make us perfectly happy on earth,
and eternally blefled in heaven. He canraifeup
your affetions and fix them {fupremely on himfelf.
He can make your hearts perfettly happy in his
love, let times and enemies be what they may :
Jetus fays, Inyour patience poffefs ye your fouls. Some
of the Lord’s beloved ones, have lived in times,
and under difpenfations the moft peculiar. They
were kept and preferved. They could fay, The
Lord fitteth above the water flood, the Lord remaincth
a king for ever. You may truft in Him with con-
fidence for all things pertaining to life and god-
linefs. He will never leave you, nor forfake
you. Samuel fays, The Lord will not forfake his
people for bis great name’s fake, becaufe it bath pleafed
the Lord to make you bis people. Carry home this one
{cripture with you, and may the Lord put life
and influence into it, and convey the fame to
your minds, The Lord is good, a firong hold in
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the day of trouble, and be Enoweth them that trust in
bim.
May the Lord blefs what hath been deli-
vered. Aimen,

FINIS.

HucHEs, Printer, Bartholomew Closes
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