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SERMON IX.

THeE IMPORTANCE OF BELIEVING ON THE
SonNn or Gob.

Jorn, Chap. ix. Part of Ver. 35.
- -

Doft thou belicve on the Son of God?

THESE words were put by Chrif in the days of

his flefh to one whora he had reftored to bodily
fight, and are a queftion of eternal importance. To
return a true anfwer in the affirmative is of the
greatelt moment and confequence to us. We are in
this chapter informed concerning a notable miracle
which Chrift wrought in opening the eyes of one who
was born blind, which ftruck the people with wonder
and admiration: fome who had known the man be-
fore, affirmed that they knew him to have been per-
fe€ily blind: others faid, it is, in all appearance, he,
his face and perfon are juft like him; while the man
himfelf affirmed, ¢ I am he.” They inquired of him
how his eyes were opened, and he gave them an ac-
count. He was brought to the Pharifees, to the Jewifh
fanhedrim, where he was again interrogated, and flill
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returns the fame anf{wer, and gives the fame account
which he had done before. He is caft out and ex-
communicated by them. Jefus heard they bad caft bim
out. He knew this as the emnilcient God, and as man
he had been informed of it ; and when be bad found bim,
be faid unto bim, Doft thon believe on the Son of God?
This beautifully fets before us our bleflfed Lord’s deal-
ing with finners, of whom was this man. He does not
wait for their return to him, but he goes after them,
to the very place where they are, and lays hold of
them by his grace, draws them unto himfelf by the
cords of his own love, opens their eyes to behold his
glory, their hearts to enjoy his mercy, and beftows
himfelf freely and fully upon them. Doff thou believe,
fays Chrift to this man, ox the Son of God ? He anfwered
and faidy, Who is bey, Lord, that I might believe on bim 2
and Jefus fard unto bim, Thon baft both feen bim, and it is
be that talketh with thee. And be faid, Lovd, I believe,
and be worfbipped bim.  So that here I think it fhould
be remarked, that when this man before faid, one zbing
I know, that whereas I was blind, norw I fee, he was
fpeaking only of his bodily fight. - It is indeed the
work of God to open the eyes of the mind to fee
Jefus, to perccive and apprehend in him everlalting
life and falvation ; and thofe perfons are truly blefled,
being among the living in Jerufalem, whole eyes are
opened to behold the Lamb of God who taketh away
the fin of the world. My text is fhort, but very
important ; it contains a queftion very neceflary for
each of us to put to our own fouls; and we fhould
do well to confider the Son of God as {peaking in
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thefe words to each of us individually. Dgf thor
believe on the Son of God 2

I fhall, as the Lord may be gracioufly pleafed to
affift, divide the text in the following manner:

Firt, by confidering from {cripture teftimony that

Chrift is the Son of God.

Secondly, will attempt to lay before you what we
are to believe concerning the Son of God. And

Thirdly, endeavour to apply the queftion clofely
to all prefent, Doft thou believe on the Son of God?
Thefe are the particulars, and of each in its order.

Firft, let us attend unto the fcripture teftimony,
that Chrift 1s the Son of God. The whole Scripture
is a revelation concerning God: his perfons and per-
feClions, and what is therein revealed, we are bound
to believe and receive upon the bare credit and tefti-
mony of God’s own divine authority, all Scripture
being given by the infpiration of God. It is the one
grand and principal defign of God, to fet before us in
his word the perfon and work of his well-beloved Son,
for the whole Scripture may be confidered as the
Father’s teftimony concerning him. And our Lord
him{elf declares to his Divine Father, Thss is Iife eter-
nal, that they might know thee, the only true God, and
Fefus Chrift whom thou bafl fent. To know God in the
perfon of the Mediator is eternal life. Hence the
apoflle faith, We know that the Son of God is comey and
bath givenus an underflanding, that we may know bim that
is true : and we are in bim that is true, even in bis Son Fefus
Chriff.  This is the true God and eternal life.  And from
hence we learn that Jefus Chrift is the Son of God;
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that in him is eternal life: he being the true God;
and by effential union with the Father and the Spirit,
he 1s over all God bleffed  for ever.  Amen. The
Scripture reveals Chrift in his divine nature to be
God; in his divine perfon, the Son of God; and in
his mediatorial charaéter, God-man-—Mediator, JE-
HovAn's equal, the fellow of the Lovd of bofls, in whom
dwelleth all the fulnefs of the Godbead bodily (or {fubftan-
tially); every effential perfeftion of the Godhead is
afcribed unto him; and the works of creation and
providence are acknowledged to be his. John de-
clares, in the firlt chapter of his gofpel, that Chrift is
God, the creator of all things vifible and invifible.
In the beginning was the word, and ibe word was with
God, and the word was God,  The fame was in the begin-
mng with God. In which words we have the eternity,
the diftinét perfonality, and the effential Deity of
Chrift afferted.  And the creation of all things is
aloribed unto him in the following words: 4/ things
were made by bim ; and without bim was ot any thing
made that was made. And the immenfity, omnipotence,
and omnifcience of Chrift, are hinted at in the 10th
verfe of the fame chapter: e was in the world, which
muft refpett his immenlity : Do not I £Il beaven and
earth, failh the Lord? — And the world was made by bim
by which a& his eternal power and Godhead were dif-
covered : and the world knew him n2t. The apoftle Paul,
in the firlt chapter to the Coloflians, aflerts the fanie
truth, and afcribes the works of creation and provi-
dence to Chrilt. By him were all things created that
are in heaven and ihat are in carth ; vifible and nvificle,
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whether hey be thrones or dominions, or principalities o
powers. All things were created by bim, by his almighty
power, and for bim, that is, for his own glory, his ulti-
mate end in all: and then he roundly afferts his eternity
in the following words: And be is before all things;
which is an infallible proof of his being eternal.  Be-
Jore the mountains were brought forth, or ever thou badft
Jormed the earth and the world, even from everlafling 1o
everlafling, thon art God, faith Mofes, in the goth
Plalm, ver. 2. The apoftle adds, and by him all
things confift. It 1s as much the aft of Godhead to
preferve, {upport, and uphold all things, as to create
all things. So that here the eternity of Chrift is
afferted, and the creation and {uftentation of all
afcribed unto him. And in the {econd chapter of
this epiftle, it is exprefsly declared, that in Chrift
dwelleth all the fulnefs of the Gedbead ; and this is to be
underftood of the Godhead as fublifting in the Son of
God: the whole fulnefs of the divine nature, and all
the incomprehenfible perfettions of Deity, fuch as
eternity, immenfity, omniprefence, omnipotence, om-
nifcience, immutability, and felf-exiftence, dwell in
him. Thus the Scripture proves Chrift, in his divine
nature, to be God; and, in his divine perfon, to be
the coequal, cocternal, and confubftantial Son of the
Father. When our Lord afked his difciples, 7/ 7hom
do men fay, that 1, the Son of Man, am? And when they
had returned an anfwer, he faid unto them, Bus whom
Jay ye, that 1, the Son of Man, ain 2 Peter, in the name
of the reft, replies, Thou art Chrifl, the Son of the living
Ged. To which our Lord rcjoins, Dlefled art iho
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Snizon Barjona ; for flefo and blood bath not revealed it unto
thee, but 1y Fatber which is in beaven.  And I fay alfo
unlo theey that thou art Peter, and wpon this rock I <will
burld my chuvch ; and the gates of bell fball not prevail
againfl it.  The church of Chbrilt is built upon this
rock—the perfon of Chrift as the eternal and only
begotten Son of God, of the fame nature with him,
and equal to him.  John the Baptilt {ays, he faw the
Spirit defcending and remaining on him, at his bapti{m,
and bare record that he 1s the Son of God. The Father
bore his teftimony to this truth, both at Chrift’s baptifm
and transfiguration, when a voice came from the excel-
lent glory, faying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am
well pleafed, bear ye bim. And upon the eternity and
cocquality of Chrift with the Father, depends the whole
of his mediatory works and atts: this 1s the foun-
dation of his prophetical, prieftly, and kingly office :
it is this that gives eternal worth and efficacy to
the whole work of redemption. His blood cleanfeth
from all fin, it being the blood of Jefus Chrift the
Scn of God. His prieftly office, in heaven, hath
eternal dignity in it, becaule our great high Prieft is
the Son of God. And God is faid to purchafe the
church with his own blood, becaufe the Son of God
affumed an human nature into perfonal union with
himfelf; and by the perfonal union of the human
nature with the Son of God, he became God-man—
Immanuel—God in our nature. The atls and fuf-
ferings performed and fuftained in the human nature,
are ftamped with all the worth and efficacy of the
Godhead : fo that the life of the humanity laid down
N
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to redeem us, is called the life of God: the blood
fhed to obtain our eternal redemption, is called the
blood of God : the righteoufnefs performed, is ftyled
the righteoufnefs of God ; and for this reafon, becaufe
the Son of God, by his incarnation, became God-man,
both natures being united in the perfon of one Chrift.
So that the following glory is afcribed and attributed
to our Lord in the word. He is thercin fet forth as
God eflentially, as the Son of God perfonally confi-
dered, and as God perfonally dwelling in the man-
hood which he affumed, and in which he performed
the work of falvation. Martha, the {ifter of Lazarus,
faid to our Lord, [ Zelieve that thou art the Chrift the
Son of the living God, which fbould come into the world.
And the evangelift John, profeffeth it to be his prin-
‘cipal defign in writing his gofpel to prove this truth.
Thefe things ave wrilten, that ye might believe that Fefus
75 the Chrijly the Son of God, and that believing, ye might
bave life through bis name. The proofs given, being
fufficient to prove that Chrift is God by nature, and as
perfonally confidered the Son of God effentially, and
by his incarnation is God manifefted in the flefh.
Secondly, I proceed in attempting to lay before you
what we are to bclieve concerning the Son of God.
Our Lord, in the text, faithy, Dof? thou believe on the Son
of God 2 The Scripture treats much concerning it, and it
fets before us Chrift as him in whom we are to believe,
and the word of God as the only warrant for our believ-
ing. It may not be amifs here to obferve, that the ever-
lafting gofpel of the blefled God, is {olely and {tritly
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confidered a pure revelation of grace. It contains an
account of the Father's everlalting love, the Son’s
finifhed falvation, and the Spirit’s grace. It is the
myftery of the good pleafure of God’s will, and hath in
it no commands nor threatenings; but it is fal vation for
finners from the curfes of the broken law, and the dam-
nation of hell. Its great and eternal original is difcovered
in thefe words of the apoftle, God was iz Chriff, recon-
ciling the world unto bimfelfy not imputing their trefpaffes
unto them.  This gives an hint of an eternal tranfation
between the Father and the Son, before all time, on
the behalf of God’s beloved ones. For the phrafe,
m Chrifi, denotes an immanent a& in God, and
which was manifefted by a covenant engagement be-
tween the Father and the Son, on the behalf of the
elett, who being chofen by the Father in his Son, be-
fore the foundation of the world, and fet as a {eal
upon the heart of Chrift, he received them into his
arms and heart, and undertook their caufe, and be-
came their Redeemer. Now this being an eternal
purpofe of God in Chrift, to bring many fons and
daughters unto glory, by the incarnation, obedience,
and blood-fhedding of Immanuel, it was irrefpe@tive
of all motives in the creature; it was wholly and en-
tirely the good pleafure of his will, (7. & God’s will)
and for the praife of the glory of his grace. As the
original of it lieth in the heart of God, and the mani-
feftation of it is in all the declarations of mercy ; {o
it was ratified and carried into execution in the under-
takings and by the obedience and death of our great
N 2



180 The Impertance of Believing an tie Son of God.

high Prieft, the Lord Jefus Chrilt. The great arti-
cle of the everlalling covenant was this: He /ball fee
bis feed, ibe travail of bis foul, and the pleafisre of the
Lovd fball profper in kis band. He was to obey the
law perfetlly, to bear the fins of his people in his
body, and to endure the whole punifhment due to the
crimes of his people, and for which he became re-
{ponfible. And the gofpel declares that when the ful-
nefs of time was come, God was manifefted in the
flefh, and was proclaimed by his Father with an audi-
ble voice from heaven, faying, This is my beloved Son,
in whom I am well pleafed. And the Son of God, in
our nature, brought in an everlafting righteoulnefs,
in perfett conformity to the moral law, and was made
fin and a curfe, and offered up his finlefs humanity,
in union with his divine perfon, a facrifice to fatisfy
divine juftice: hereby the fins of his people are
for ever put out of the fight of law and juftice, the
curfe of the broken law is entirely and eternally
removed from them. God is at perfeét peace
with them, all their trefpaffes being freely forgiven.
And Jenovaun the Father, fpeaking from the mercy-
feat, faith unto them, I will be merciful to your un-
righteonfucfs, and your fins and your iniquities will I re-
member no more. 'The golpel is a declaration and
proclamation of all this ; it may well be called a joy-
ful found, for it opens to view the very heart of God,
difcovers the infinite treafures of his mercy, and fets
before us the unfearchable riches of Chrift, proclaim-
ing falvation from the Lord for wretched dying men.
And fo freely, clearly, and fully, is Chriflt revealed
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in his everlafting promife of the everlafting Gofpels
that the Lord in it {peak- thus: Whefocver will, It b
take the watsr of life freely. This makes way for at-
tempting to lay before you, what we are 10 believe
concerning the Son of God.  And here the Scrip-
tures muft be cur fole and orly rule and guide. By
attending unto them we learn, that our faith hath to
do with Chrilt as revealed and fet forth by the Spi-
rit in the word. e is the objel of our faith, as we
confider him in his perfon and work, and the tefti-
mony of the Father concerning him, is to be received
by us; in receiving of which, and fetiing our own
hand and feal to it, by believing, we declare that God
is truc: for this 1s his teftimony, that be bath given
unto us eternal life, and this life is in bis Son. We are
apt to conceive in our minds, when we hear a dif-
courfe concerning believing in the Lord Jefus Chrift,
that it confilts in believing that Chnift died for us, and
in confequence of this we are led into ourfelves to
{feek for evidences to prove that we are believers.
But, beloved, this is not the faith which God calls for,
and which the goipel requires : nor is it the firft att
of that faith which is of the operation of the Spirit
of God. To have the knowledge of our perfonal in-
tereft in Chrift, and to be able to fay, 7 live &y the
Jaith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave bimfelf
Jor me, 1s a blefled privilege ; but this s fatth grown
to its full maturity. A perfon may be areal believer
in Chrift, and yet not have a full perfuafion at all
times of his perfonal intereft i him; and though I
grant (and it cannot be denied but) that faith is aflu-
N g
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rance; yet it is rather an affurance of the truth of God
in the promife, than an affurance of intereft in it. I
will, by the Lord’s affiftance, and in a dependence
upon his blefled guidance and teaching, endeavour to
fet before you, what you are called upon to believe,
and in fo doing, give you to underftand, what believ-
ing in Chrift is. Let us then, in the firft place, con-
fider what we are called upon to believe. And fe-
condly, the ground or warrant we have for believing.
In the firft place, we are called upon to believe in
the glorious perfon, and in the finithed work of the
Lord Jefus Chrift. The very firft revelation that was
made after the fall, was concerning him, who, as the
feed of the woman, was to bruife the ferpent’s head.
In which the incarnation and fufferings of Chrift were
hinted at and difcovered to our fallen parents, which
caufed the woman when fhe brought forth her firft-born,
to exult, faying, I bave gotten a man from tbe Lord: or,
as fome read it, I have gotten a man, the very Jeno-
vau. We are called upon to believe in the incar-
nation of the Son of God; that God fo loved the
world that he gave his only begotten Son; and that
herein the love of God is manifefted, not that we
loved Geody but that be loved wus, and fent his Son to
be the propitiation for our fins. Chrift in his perfon
as the Son of God, and as God-man, is the cbjeft
of our faith, and his perfonal obedience and fuffer-
ings, are what our faith is to be exercifed upon, and
hence it derives its ftrength, eomfort, and holy bold-

nefs. It is by the knowledge of Chrift, that faith is
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begotten in our hearts ; for it lies in thefe two facul-
ties of the foul, the underftanding and the will. To
fatisfy the underftanding, God propofeth the greateft
truth which he himfelf can utter—even life and fal-
vation for every one that believeth in Jefus. To
fatisfy the will, God propofeth the greateft good, for
all good and every grace and bleffing are in Chrift.
And the underftanding, enlightened by the Holy
Ghoft to apprehend Chrift in his effential, perfonal,
and mediatorial glories, fees him to be one who is all
fufficient to faiisty the foul for ever with unfpeakable
pleafure and delight ; and this draws the will to choofe
him, the heart to love, and the whole foul to delight
in him, as its all in all. We preach Chrift cruci-
Jied, faith Paul; and what they preached the people
were to believe: by the gofpel, Chrift was evidently
fet forth as crucified amongft them. Chrift is the
objett of faith. It is by him we believe in God,
and it is the work of the Holy Spirit, to lead us into
a knowledge of his perfon ; hence it is obferved that
the apoftle being about, in the firft chapter of the
Coloffians, to treat of redemption by the blood of
Chrift, he firft fets out the perfon of Chrift, as God
by nature, and as effentially confidered in his diftin&
perfonality, the Son of God, and as God-man, Me-
diator, the image of the invifible God, the bead of bis
body the church, their Redeemer, who made peace by the
blood of bis crofs. So likewife in the Epiftle to the
Hebrews, whichis of fuch ufe and importance to the
church, that the great Dr. Owen fays, * The world
“ might de as well without the fun, as the church of

N 4
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¢ Chrift could do without this divine and moft excel-
“ lent Epiftle.” Init he is propofed to us as the ob-
jett of our faith, in the eternal dignity of his perfon,
and in the tranfcendent excellency of his offices. God
gave him and fent him, as the only begotten Son of
God, and we apply unto and believe on him as fuch.
We are fanflified by faith that is in him, A&s xxvi.
18. Not faith in his word fevered from his perfon ;
for indeed there can be no true faith, if he be not
known and confidered in the excellency of his perfon,
Faith confiders Chrift dying and obtaining thereby
eternal redemption, which it cannot do unlefs it con-
fiders him in the excellency of his perfon, above that
of a fimple man, even the Son of God, and by his
incarpation God-man, our bleffed Immanuel, God
with us.  But Chrift as crucified is the more immedi-
ate objett of faith. God the Father hath fet him forth
in the word as a propitiation through faith in his blood,
and Chrift in his blood and facrifice is the obje& of
faith, asis likewife the righteouluefs which he hath
wrought out and brought in. Hence the apoftle Peter
addreffeth himfelf to believers thus: Simon Peter, a
JServant and an apofle of Fefus Chrift, to them that bave
obtalned like precions faith with us in the vighteoufnefs of
God, (for {o faith Dr. Goodwin it fhould be rendered)
our Savionr Jefus Chriff.  This is then an objelt of
faith, and this righteoufnefs is recommended unto us,
it being the righteoufnefls of God our Saviour, whofe
vame is JEmovaH our righteoufuefs. So then Chrilt in
his divine perfon as the Son of God, and in his medi-
atorial charaéter, work, and offices, as God-man, the
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yighteoufnels and facrifice of his church and people,
is the object of our faith ; and this we are called upon
by the word to believe concerning him, that he hath
been incarnate, and that in his life and in his death,
he hath finifbed tvanfireffion, made an end of fins, made re-
concilialion jor iniguily, and brought in everlafling righte-
onfuefs ; that all the ends ot his living and dying are
anfwered, and that being rifen from the dead as the
juflifying head of his church and people, and being
afcended with great triumph into his Father’s kingdom,
he is feated at God's right hand, and from thence fends
down the Holy Ghoft.to open blind eyes, and draw
the hearts of poor finners by the cords of invincible
love and grace to himfelf.

Secondly, this brings me to confider the ground
and warrant we have for belicving; and this is the in-
fallible word of God, in which it 1s propofed to us
under the nature of a divine record, confirmed by the
joint oath of the eternal Three, who declare, that
there is life and falvation for every one that believeth
in Jefus. God fo loved ihe world, that be gave bis only
begotten Son, that whofoever believeth on bim fhould not
perifby but bave ecveriafling life. It is declared 1n the
word, that the Father gave him to be a covenant for
the people, to fulfil all righteoufnefs in his life, and
to be their atoning facrifice ; and that he is infinitely
and everlaftingly well pleafed with Chrift, and all his,
he having magnified the law, and made it everlalt-
ingly honourable, and that bis blood cleanfeth from
all in. Faith receives this teftimony which the Father
hath given of his Son, and fets its fcal to God’s infal-
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lible truth; and in believing it, the Holy Ghoit
fills believers with all joy and peace.  We have not
joy and peace given us that we may from thence
believe; but are brought to give God full credit
for the finifhed falvation of his Son, and in receiving
the fcriptural teftimony of it upon the authority of
God's own word, that the blood of Jelus Chrift
his Son has everlafting worth and efficacy to cleanfe
from all {in, we are in believing this filled with peace
and joy, and our actual walking with God is the
fruit and eflett of our believing it. From what
has been delivered we learn, that Chrift, as fet forth
in the word, 1s the objett of our faith; that the word
of God is the only ground of our faith; and that the
matter of fatl, that he who 1s coequal and coeternal
with the Father, undertook to be and is become the
author of eternal {alvation, 1s what we are to exercife
our faith upon. And the Tather’s teftimony that he
has given eternal life unto us, finners of mankind,
and that this life 1s in his Son, is worthy of all credit.
Here let it be obferved, that Chrift is given unto and
fet before us in the gofpel ; and by the Holy Ghoft
he is revealed unto us in the word, and by it in our
hearts, in believing, as the hope of glory. So that
in believing, we have to do entirely with Chrift with-
out us; and by exercifing faith upon him it 1s, that
we find him in us, dwelling in our hearts, and {upping
with us; and thus he becomes truly precious to our
fouls, under every relation, title, and charatter which
he bears and {uftains.

This brings me to my third particular, wherein I
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propofed to apply the queftion clofely to each prefent,
Dofl thou believe tn the Son of God 2 This is a foul-
fearching queftion, and demands a ftri€t inquiry, for
upon believing on the Son of God, our eternal life
depends. Hence our Lord faith to his apoftles, and
in them to all their {uccellors, Go ye into all the world,
and preach the gofpel to every creatuve. He that believeth
and is baptized, /hall be faved : but be that believeth not
fball be damned. Thefe are the words of Chrift himfelf,
by whom we fhall be judged in the laft day; and by
them we fhould try ourfelves at prefent. Sirs, I do not
afk you, what convittions you have, what your fins are,
what experiences you have, nor what your preflent
frames may be, But I afk you, what your thoughts are
of Chrift ? and whether you believe on the Son of God ?
In order that we may believe in the only begotten
Son of God, the Holy Ghoft muft put forth his divine
power and quicken our f{ouls, enlighten our under-
ftandings, and bring us to know Jefus in his Godhead
and manhood, in his love and mercy, blood and
righteoufnels. Faith is the gift of God, and it cannot
be received but by the mighty operation of the Spirit
of God; and by it, Chrift is received into the heart to
dwell and abide with the foul for ever. It isone of
the greateft works of God to bring a poor finner to
believe in Chrift for everlafting life ; for, hereby all
belonging to a man’s {elf muft be denied and eternally
renounced. This is the method which the Holy Ghoit
makes ufe of, in order to beget faith in the {oul, and
draw it forth into att: he prefents Chrift to the mind
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by the word, and hercby reveals Chrifi to the under-
flanding and heart, and thus he draws forth faith, to
leok unto him, and to exercife 1itfelf upon him.
For as Chrift is the obje@, {o faith is the att of the
foul upon him. It is, in idelfy the moft fimple
thing in the world; it confills entirely in believing
what God declares concerning his infinite pleafure
and delight in the perfon of Chriit, and his work
of falvation; in recciving Chrfl, as the gift of
God’s love, into the heart, and in living upon him
for righteoufnefs and ftrength. Examine what your
thoughts of Chrift are, and what you believe of and
concerning him ; and be aflured that every error re-
{pedling the perfon of Chrift and his complete and
finifhed falvation, is pernicious to your fouls. I will
tell you what believers think of Chrift, and believe
of and concerning him. They think that his perfon
1s incftimably and invaluably precious; that his love
paffeth knowledge ; that his mercy and grace are truly
wonderful; that his righteoufnefs is everlafting, and
that he 1s ¢he Priice of Peace, ther glorious orna-
ment and cverlafling crown.  And they believe him
to be God effentially, over all, God blefled for ever.
Amen.  This is the foundation which {upports their
faith in him ; upon it their everlafting hopes depend.
He being God and man united in one perfon, they
believe him to be almighty to fave, and every way
fufficient to perform the work for which he became
incarnate. They believe him to be Jeuovan the
Saviour, the righteoufnefs of his church and people ;
that the manhood being united to the Godhead, as
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refiding in the perfon of the Son of God, all the fuffer-
ings {uftained in the human nature of Chrit had an
eterna]l worth and value m them ; and that Chrift bath
by himfelf purged our fins, and by his perfonal fuf-
ferings fatisfied divine juftice; and that God’s law
being magnified by his obedience, fin being put away
by his facrifice. and God’s juftice being perfeétly ho-
noured and fatishied by the foul wravail of the blefled
Redeemer, they fee and believe that God the Father
is everlaftingly well pleafed with the glorious obedi-
ence and facrifice of his Son, and with all that believe

in bim: he himfelf having declared that this is his
will, zhat every one which jecth the Sen, axd believeth on
bim, foould have cverlafiing [ife.  And here I would
turn and apply myfelf to f{uch as truly believe on the
Sonof God.  You who have fled to Jefus for refuge,
and are trafting in his perfon, obedience, and biood-
fiedding alone for everlafting life, are the perions I
now a ldwfs : {o that T fhall not propefe the text as a
queition to you, Lol thon believe on the Son of God?
But rather fhall endeavour to {peak to it m fuch. a
manncr as to encourage you to go on in the way of
believing. Give me leave to {uggefl it to you, that
the devil hates your faith, will be daily nibbling at
it, aud will endeavour ¢l hie can to weaken it, and to
hinder you from going on continually in the exercile
of it. You will find yourfelves at times, ready to
call your faith in queftion, and may be liable your-
felves to forget the ground of your faith, which is the
word of God. You that are really believers in the
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Lord Jefus Chrift are, I conceive, eafily apt to con-
clude, that the principal defett of your faith is in
not believing your perfonal intereft in the Lord Jefus
whereas the greateft defett lieth in not perfeétly and
thoroughly believing the truths which God himfelf re-
veals in the word, as the matter of our faith. You
are often complaining of your cold hearts, {trong
corruptions and dead frames; it 15 a {imple belicf of
the truth of God, which only can fet the heart at
liberty, when the Holy Ghoft enables you, merely
upon the bare credit and teftimony of God, to
believe that the blood of Chrift cleanfeth from all
fin, and enables you to look God in the face with
boldnefs. You muft firlt believe in the perfett and
everlafting atonement made by Chrift, before you can
feel the virtue of it in your own fouls. We often
pray that the blood of Chrift may be applied unto us,
and fprinkled upon us. How is this to be done? By
the Holy Ghoft, the Spirit of promife. The ever-
lafting virtue of Chrift’s blood is held forth in the pro-
mife of the everlafting gofpel ; we receive the promife
by faith through the power of the Holy Spirit; and
the promife being thus received, the blood of Chrift
is brought home and {prinkled upon the foul. The
preaching of the gofpel is, as it were, the {prinkling
of this blood, and in believing the everlafting virtue
and efficacy of it, the application of it is made. So
that believers fhould never forget, that faith, or be-
lieving on the Son of God, fets ail the faculties of
their fouls agoing after Chrift.  Whilft the believer
is looking wholly off himfelf and every other objett,
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and looks fimply at Jefus, all is weil. Believing in
the righteoufnefs and atonement of Chrift, brings
peace into the confcience, and the love of God into
the heart; and the belief of the Father’s love in Chrift
unto us, warms the cold heart, inflames the affcttions,
and draws the whole {oul after its beloved.

It fhould be obferved, believers, that the faith
which I have been propofing unto you, is founded
entirely upon God’s own revelation which he hath
made of his Son, and that the bare word of God 1s
the ground, rule, and warrant of ocur faith; and as
our wants and miferies, fins and corruptions, always
preach to us our continual need of Jefus, {o the Fa-
ther’s telimony of him, and our title to him, are like-
wife one and the fame. Chrift becomes curs by the
gift of the Father unto us, and is freely fet forth in
the gofpel to finners, and whalcver will, let bim lake the
water of life freely. It matters not what we are in
ourfelves, for to fuch (nners as we are 75 2be word of this
SJalvation fent. 'The blood of Chrift is more fufhcient
to cleanfe, than {in is to damn the foul. The righte-
oulhefs of Jelus is every way fuificient to kide all our
deformity from view; and {uchas behold Chrift in the
glafs of the gofpel, are changed into the fame image
Jrom glory to glory.

May the Holy Ghoft lead you on in a fimple
dependence upon the Lord Jefus, and keep you
looking wholly and only at him, who is 7kc anrbor
and finifoer of faith; and you wiil then find that there
is blefled fruit brought forth to the praife and glory of
divine grace, by fuch as live by the fuith of the Son of
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God.  Believers, your fruits of faith will be in pro.
portion to your faith. While you are living in be-
lieving views of and meditations upon Chrift. you will
bring forth fruit abundantly ; but you will not look at,
nor live upon it, but upon Chrift’s fulnefs. What hath
been delivered, as far as it contains God’s truth, may
the Lord blefs it unto you, and to his name fhall be
the praife. Amen,



