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SERMON VIII,

O~ tHE SririT OF ADOPTION,

D . sl

Romans, Chap. viii. Ver. 15.

For ye bave not received the Spirit of Bondage again to
Sfear; but ye bave received the Spirit of Adoption,
whereby we cry, Abba, Father.

THIS chapter affords firong confolation, and con-
tains a great variety of cordials, for the ftrength-
ening and encouraging the people of God, in running
the heavenly race which is marked out and fet be-
fore them in the word of God. The apoltle is here
writing to fuch as had been brought, by the grace and
power of the Holy Spirit, to know and believe on the
Lord Jefus; and who, through the fellowfhip and
communion they had with him, were brought to fet
their affeétions on high and heavenly things. He ob-
ferves to them the dreadful effeéts which proceed from
being carnally minded, and the bleffings which pro-
ceed from being fpiritually minded. At the 8th verfe
he faithy So then they that are in the fiefb (ihat is, in a
natural, carnal, unregenerate {tate) cannot pleafe God:
and adds in the next verle, But ye are not in the fle/b, but
an the fpirit; they having pafied in regeneration, from a
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150 On the Spirit of Adspiion.

ftate of death to a ftate of {piritual life. This was their
cafe, and it appeared to be fo, inafmuch as, or becaufe,
the Spirit of God dwelt in them The 7/ immediately
following is not to be confidered as an if of doubting ;
for a man either has, or has not the Spirit of Chrift.
If he has not, he cannot be in any other ftate than that
of unregeneracy ; and dying in that {tate, he cannot fee
the kingdom of God. But ye are not in the flefby but
in the Spirity if fo be (or, inafmuch as, or becaule)
that the Spirit of God, or the Spirit of Chrift, dwell in
yos. Now sf any man bave not the Spivit of Chrifl, be
25 none of bis.  Then the apoltle proceeds to {peak of
the bleffed effeéls of Chrift’s dwelling by his Spirit in
his people.  Aud if Chrift be in you, the body is dead,
becanfe of fin ; but the Spivit s life becaufe of righteoujncfs.
But if the Spirit of bim that raifed up Fefus from the dead
dwell in you; be that raifed up Chrifl from the dead, fhall
alfo quicken your mortal bodies by bis Spirit that dwelleth
in you. Then he goes on to inform fuch, of the ob-
ligations they were under to walk becoming their high
rank and dignity.  Therefore, brethren, we are debtors,
not to the flefb to live after the flefb.  For if ye live after
the flefby ve fball dre.  Believers, when they give way
to their carnal frames, and indulge their carnal de-
fires, they die to fpiritual joys and comforts, a death
being thereby brought upon their graces. Bu? if ye
through the Spivit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye fball
live. For as many as ave led by the Spirit of God, they
are the fons of God. For ye have not veccived the Spi-
vif of bondage again to fear, but ye bave received the
Spirit of adoption, wheveby we cry Abba, Fatber.
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There is a diverfity of judgments amongft the peo-
ple of God, refpefting the meaning of the words which
I have now read unto you for my text. Some very
great and worthy perfons have thought, that the Holy
Spirit is fpoken of in the words as the Spirit of
bondage, as well as the Spirit of adoption; and be-
cauie in his firlt work upon the {foul, which confifts of
convincing of {in, thewing the nawre of it, and fet-
- ting before the convinced finner the wrath of God due
unto it ; rattling the keys of hell and dainnation about
the ears of finners, and fhutting them up in unbelief;
by thewing and proving to them, that they are in this
ftate by nature, through their fall from God; that
hence the Holy Spirit may be confidered as, and ftyled,
the Spirit of bondage ; efpecially as this precedes his
moft blefled work of aling the part of a comforter,
and performing the office of the Spirit of adoption.
To which others reply, that though fouls under the
convincing and enlightening efficacy and energy of the
Holy Spirit, are filled with terrors, dread. and con-
fternation, and are brought thereby under a fpirit of
bondage : yet that thefe effetts do not prove the Holy
Spirit to be the author of their terrors; nor does the
title of the Spirit of bondage belong to him, it be-
ing quite oppofite and contrary to his blefled office,
work, and title, who is the Comforter. And which
they argue to be given him, as expreffive of what he
is to the people of God.

I thought it meet and right to take notice of this,
feeing there is exprels mention made in my text of the
Spirit of bondage, and the Spirit of adoption, and
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152 On the Spirit of Adoption,

that it is implied, that thofe perfons who were now fa-
voured with the Spirit of adoption, had prior to this
received the Spirit of bondage, which inclined and
fubjeéted them to fear. My own thoughts are, that
the genuine meaning of the words may be known by
the following confiderations. This church at Rome
confifted, in a great meafure, of believing Jews; who
during the former difpenfation were under a {pirit of
bondage, becaufe their legal facrifices could never
take away f{in; and the commands and precepts of
the ceremonial law being {o many, various, and bur-
denfome, they were kept in perpetual bondage : under
that difpenfation they were more inclinable to a legal
fpirit, than believers are under the gofpel; who are
favoured with a clearer, fuller, and more glorious dif-
covery and revelation of our Lord Jefus Chrift, in all
the ends and defigns of his wonderful death.

In attempting to open and explain the paffage be-
fore us, in a dependance upon our Lord Jefus Chrift
for his unttion, blefling, and prefence, I will endeca-
vour to divide our text into the following heads:

Firft, there is exprefs mention made, of a Spirit of
bondage and of a Spirit of adoption.

Secondly, the effe€ls of thefe are to be confidered.
The Spirit of bondage inclines to fear, the Spirit of
adoption to liberty. By the one we are {ubjeted to
fecr; by the other we are brought into liberty, being
enabled to cry Abba, Father: and then,

Thirdly, 1t deferves notice, that both the Spirit of
bondage, and the Spirit of adoption, are faid to
be received,
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It muft be worth our confideration in opening
our firft particular, to inquire what this Spirit of
bondage is. I conclude that it is not, nor can be, the
Spirit of God ; becaufe it ftands oppofed to the Spirit
of adoption ; and befides, it is contrary to the nature
and defign of his work and office in the foul. 1 grant,
that when a foul is firlt awakened by the Spirit of
God, it is fubjett to a variety of fears ; but it will not
follow from thences that he works thofe fears, or is
the author of them. Rather then, this fecems to me
to be the rcal flate of the cafe: a foul having ve-
ceived light and life from the Spirit of the living God,
feeing the infinite pollution and filthinefs of fin, and
experiencing the total corruption and ruin of every
faculty of foul and body, that fpirit of legality which
1s inall men by nature, is at once wrought upon and
alarmed, poflelling the mind with fecret doubts and
fufpicions concerning the love, grace, and mercy of
God cur Saviour, the Lord Jefus Chrifty to fave;
and hereby the foul, though truly awakened, is
brought into a ftatc of legal bondage. This is agree-
able to the experience of all who are truly called of
God; though the Holy Spirit opened their eyes on
purpofe to give them to fee how much they needed
Chrift, and to receive his teftimony concerning Jefus ;
and though, when he is pleafed to convince of fin,
and to give the conlcience to feel the guilt of it, it is
with a defign to drive the foul to Chrift, and to make
way for preaching Chrift and his unfearchable riches to
the awakened foul; yet the perfon thus awakened,
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is naturally inclined to diftruft Chrift, to negleft his
falvation, and to feek to be, and to expefl to fisd him-
felt better, that he may be thereby fitted for the adora-
ble Saviour. The Holy Spirit holds up to view the
moral law as a glafs, to difcover to the {oul its curfed
and condemned ftate by the fall, and to make way
for manifefting how Chrift hath been made fin and
a curfe for us; but yet{uch a perfon is more inclined
to take in and receive what the law fays and declares,
than what the gofpel holds forth concerning Chrift and
his righteoulnefs. So that 1t appears to me that the
Spirit of bondage fpoken ofrin my text, is not the
Spirit of God, nor his work upou the foul; but
the fpirit of a man which is in him. Itisa man’s own
fpirit, and which inclines and {ubjeéls him to fear.
This fpirit in the unrencwed is in bondage to divers
finful lufts and pleafures; and in the regenerated
it is apt to rebel, and under the influence of legal
principles, is inclined to bondage, and fubjetls the
mind oftentimes to {lavifh fears. As for nftance:
his own {pirit aéling and working legally upon him,
he is apt to caft away his confidence in the Lord,
and from the confideration of fins dwelling in him,
fometimes is led to conclude, that he hath no part
in the Lord Chrift. He, by reafoning, fpeaking, and
praying in a legal manner, is often led into {piri-
tual bondage : the mind is oppreffed with fear, the
exercife of faith is weakened, and the {oul is terrified
with frightful thoughts and apprehenfions concerning
its eternal ftate. At which times, Satan alfo will be
fure to atl his part, and put on the appearance of an
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angel of light. He will even fuggeft {cripture to the
mind, but it thall be fuch only as will ferve to dif-
trefs the foul more than before: fuch paffages as
thefe, Without boline/s no man fhall fee the Loyd ; and
Except a man be born again, he cannot fee the kingdom of
God: he will prefent them in his own light to the
mind, will keep the thoughts upon them, and hold a
long converfation with the perfon; and then fuggeft,
how can he dare to believe: you who feel guilt, who
find no comfort in yourfelf, who experience fo much
darknefs and deadnefs in your foul, to conceive that
Chrift is your's, your beloved, and that his defire is
towards you! Yeca, fo clofely, fecretly, and imper-
ceptibly, will Satan work upon the mind, that at
times the real child of God, will not be able to dif-
cern Satan’s hand herein : but fuch thoughts and {ug-
geflions being quite {uitable to the man’s frame at that
time, he will not only look upon all this as right, but
even conceive that the Spirit of God 1s thus teaching
and influencing him. Now all this muft incline the
mind to fear, and fubjett the perfon to doubts con-
erning his intereft in Chrift; and it proceeds from a
Spirit of bondage.

I have already intimated, that Satan will aét upon,
and attack the child of God, under the form and ap-
pearance of an angel of light; that he will bring
feripture to the mind, and fix, if poflible, the thoughts
upon it.  This being the cafe, and one of his deepeft
defigns, it being his very mafter-piece, it may
not be amifs to afk, how fhall I know when a fcrip-
ture is applied to my mind, whether it comes from the
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Holy Spirit, or from Satan? I anf{wer, by the etfects
it hath upon you, and works in you. If the Holy
Spirit operates on your minds, by bringing his word
home, and applying it to your hearts, thefe will be the
~effefls accompanying or following it; it will comfort
your hearts, quiet your minds, and refrefh your fpi-
rits, and will have a divine and heavenly influence
upon you. Butif it comes from Satan, it will always
produce thefe effetls; it will greatly puzzle and per-
plex your [pints, it will lead you from Chrift into
yourfelves, and will always be {o ordered, as to make
you doubt of your intereft in your heavenly Father’s
love. Befides, they will always be fcriptures which
are by no means fuitable to your prefent ftate and
cafe. Whereas, when the blefled Spirit applies a
paffage of {cripture to the heart, he accompanies it
with his own light and power, and gives the foul to
experience {piritual liberty and freedom by means of
it.  Satan hath a greater power, and is more capable
of working upon us by fuggefting things to our
minds, in order to weaken our faith, than we can
conceive. And in his afting upon us, he will con-
fider what bait will beft take. Therefore, when we
are under a carnal frame, exercifing a fell-righteous
fpirit, influenced by legal principles, then he cannot
work more effe€tually upon us than by the word
of God; which he brings to our remembrance, as
eondemning us, which he gets us to look at in his
view of 1t; prevailing on us to receive it, in the
light in which he propofes it. Our faith is weak-
ned, our fears, guilt, and unbelief are firengthened,
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and we are caft down with dilcouraging thoughts
concerning our ftate before the Lord. We are too
apt to expett all Satan’s temptations to be to outward
alts of fin; whereas they are not. He does not fo
commonly try to draw the children of God into out-
ward afls of fin, asto weaken, as much as he poffibly
can, their faft hold of Chrift Jefus. Many difcou-
raging thoughts the children of God entertain, which
Satan and their own unbelief are the {ole caufe of. It
would be your mercy, O ye children of God Moft
High! if your underftandings were enlightened, and
your hearts eftablifhed in this one truth ; that all your
difcouragements, let them be what they may, atife
not from, nor are they the fruits and effetts of the
Holy Spirit’s teaching ; but {pring from, and arife
out of your own unbelieving hearts, and are ftrength-
ened, increafed, and encouraged by Satan, your {worn
and avowed enemy. I repeat it: every fear, every
unbelieving thought that believers entertain, anifes
from their own legal hearts, and i1s not the fruit and
effe€t of the Spirit of God dwelling in them; it be-
ing his moft blefled work and office in the foul, to
comfort the broken hearted, to difcover the infinite
treafures of grace and mercy which are in Chrift, and
to take of the things of Chrift and fhew them unto his
people; to fhew them their perfonal intereft in him;
and to put them by believing into the attual pofleffion
of Chrift, his grace and bleflings. If thele things be
fo, then you, whofc cafes and experiences I have
been now opening and laying forth, may receive this
inftrullion, to caflt all your cares upon the Lord, to
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believe away all your doubts and fears, and to tri-
umph becaufe of his word : for therein, Light 75 fown
Jor the rigiteous, and oy for the upri:bt in beart. Re-
Joice thereforve in the Lord, O ye vighteous, and give
thanks at the remembrance of bis bolinefs.

Thus I have endeavoured to lay before you, the
Spirit of bondage, and fhewn how it inclines to
doubts and fears; and I might add, that no believer
is entirely free from its attacks, but is in danger from
it.  There 1s a legal bias in all our hearts; and the
Holy Ghoft only can fetch it out of us: and it muft
be by revealing and bringing into the confcience,
Chrift and his blood, and making known therein the
efficacy of that atonement, which the Son of God
hath made, by the one-offering of himfelf. By the
Spirit’s fprinkling of the blood of Chrift upon the
confcience, and bringing the heart to believe its ever-
lafting virtue and efficacy to cleanfe from all fin be-
fore the Lord, and that for ever, guilt is removed,
the peace of God is produced in the mind, and the
love of God is brought into the heart; and then the
foul is enabled to {ay, with comfort and gratitude, Re-
tuvn unto thy refly, O my foul, for the Lord bath dealt boun-
tifully with thee. You, who are believers, ought to be
upon your guard againft all the felf-righteous attacks,
to which you may be expofed, and it will be your
{piritual wifdom to fear and {ufpeét every thing which
inclines to legality. You fhould look entirely and
eternally off from yourfelves, to him, who was
wounded for your tran{greflions, who was brutfed for
your iniquities, by whofe ftripes you are healed
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whofe blood cleanfeth from all {in, and who hath
loved you, and wathed you from your {ins in his own
bleod.

Having confidered the furft particular of my text,
and fhewn you that there 1s a Spirit of bondage—what
it is—and how and by what means it is influenced and
inclined to fear, I procecd, fecondly, to what our
text holds forth concerning the Spirit of adoption.
Ye bave yveceived the Spirit of adoption, whereby we (ry,
Abba, Futber.

The effects of the Spirit of adoption are, liberty,
confidence, and holy delight.  As thofe pcrfons had
received the Spirit of bondage, which inclined to
fear; the receiving of the Spirit of adopion muft
fill their hearts wiith the greater and more grateful
fenfe of the favour ; liberty being the {weeter, for the
former bondage in which thofe perfons had been held.
So that joy and holy gladnefs muft now poflefs their
minds, and caufe them aouncantly to rejoice. Were
I to preach upon, and fet forth unto you, the whole
of the Holy Spirit’s work upon the fouls of God’s
eleft, as fpoken of in the facred Scriptures, and de-
{fcribe his convincing, converting, and regenerating
influences, it would requires more time than the pre-
fent difcourfe will admit of. Such a fubjett would
demand and require of me in the firft place, to treat of
the diftintt perfonality and eternal Deity of the Holy
Spirit, and would lead in the fecond place, to the
confideration of the moft gracious and glorious part,
work, and office, which he {uftains in the economy of
falvation. This would dire€t our minds to the cone
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templation of his concern with, and the a&s which he
performed upon Chrift our cternal Head, and all-
glorious Mediator. It was the Holy and Eternal Spi-
rit which framed the human nature, and tied the mar-
riage knot of union between the Son of God and the
Man Chrift Jefus. He f{anflified the human nature
which the Son of God aflumed into perfonal union,
and made 1t the feat and fountain of all habitual grace
and holinels. It was by the Holy Spirit's vifible de-
icent upon Chrift, that he was made known to John
the Baptift, to be the promifed Mefliah, the Son of
God. And he had a concern in the whole of Chrift’s
work, dwelt in the human nature, and raifed it from
the dead ; fo he likewife delcended on the day of Pen-
tecoft, and {fhill defcends to crown Chrift Lord and Sa-
viour in the hearts of his chofen and believing people,
As he defcended and remained on Chrift, fo he does
allo with the church of Chrilt: for thus runs the pro-
mife: This is my covenant with them, faith the Lovd,
(7. e. with Ziow’s converts) My Spivit that is upon thee,
and ny words which Ihave put in thy mouth, fhall not de-
part out of 1hy mouth, nov out of the mouth of thy jeedy nor
ont of the mouth of thy feed's jeed, faith the Lord, from
benceforth and for ever, Ifa. lix. 21. And agreeably
hercunto our Lord promifeth, Zhat bis Spirit fhall
abide <with bis Church for ever.

But my text and fubjeét do not lead me to fpeak of
the Holy Spirit’s powerful operations in regeneration,
and in quickening and making the foul alive to God;
in revealing Chrift to the enlightened underftanding,
whereby the will is drawn to choofe him, the heart to
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receive him, and the confcience to reft fatisfied with
him: but I am concerned to treat of the Holy Spirit’s
work and office as the Spirit of adoption, 2e bave re-
cerved the Spivit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba,
Father,

And here, in the firlt place, I would oblerve the
title given to the Holy Spirit, which is the Spirit of
adoption. God has loved his people with an ever-
lafting love, and predeflinated us to the adoption of chil-
dren by Fefus Chrift to bimfelf, accerding to the good plea-
Sure of bis will, to the pratfe of the glory of bis grace,
wherein be bath made us accepled in the beloved. This
grace of adoption was beftowed upon the elett in
divine predeftination. It is not what Chrift hath done
for us, nor what the Holy Spirit doth in us, which
makes us the children of God. Chrift died for us
under the confideration of our being the children of
God. He, by his death, was to gather together in one,
the children of God that were featiered abroad, John
xi. 52. As by God’s att of eternal elettion, Chrift
and his people were eternally united by the bond of
everlafting love; and in confequence of this union,
which {ubfifted from eternity between them, he under-
took their caufe, became their {ubftitute, and in time
became the author of their falvation : fo the Holy
Spirit doth in his own time difcover to thofe perfons
for whom Chrit died, their union with the Lord
Jefus; and having manifefted it unto them, by re-
vealing Chrilt by the word unto them, and then
revealing him in them, zhe hope of glory, he fheds
abroad in their hearts the love of God their heavenly
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Father, and gives them to know the love wherewith he
bath loved them., He warms their fouls with a difco-
very of it, and proves to them, that God’s love towards
them in his dear Son is {overeign, rich, full, and free;
that it contaius all the blellings of time, and all the
glories of eternity ; that it was from eternity what it
now is, and will remain the fame to eternity: that it
knows no change ; and that as it is in the fountain,
the heart of God, it is inconceivable and incompre-
henfible ; that Chrift with all the bleffings of his eter-
nal redemption, the Spirit, with all his grace and con-
folations, are only the gifts and fruits of God’s great
love, wherewith he hath loved us. To be a Son by
eternal predeflination and adoption, is of all God’s
alls of grace towards us, and upon us, the greateft.
Though Adam might be called the Son of God by
creation; and as {fome think, the angels are {o called
in the book of Job, who being created on the firft
day, rejoiced when they beheld the beautiful work
of creation, when thefe morning flars fang together, and
all sbe fons of God fhouted for joy; yet are they never
{aid to be the fons of God by adoption. Hence, a
divine, a luminary of the firft magnitude, fince the
apoftolic age, I mean the renowned Zanchy, faith,
¢ that to be a Son of God by adoption, is more and
¢ greater, than to be holy, or to be in heaven. An-
¢ gels (faith he) are holy, and in heaven ; yet are they
« not the children and fons of God by adoption.>
This is an eternal and immanent a& in the mind of
God, and regeneration is the evidence of it The
former makes us fons, the latter gives us the nature
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of fons. And the Spirit of adoption is fent down
from heaven, into our hearts of fin and wo, to witnels
to our f{pirits, that we are the children of God.
Becaufe ye are fons, God bath fent jforth the Spirit of bis
Son into our bearts, crying Abba, Father. Let it then
be obferved, that God having predeftinated his chofen
ones to the adoption of children by Chrift Jefus, and
thefe perfons falling into a ftate of [in and guilt through
the firt Adam’s apoftacy, Jemovan the Father gave
his only begotten Son to fave his people from their
fins. They had their iniquities laid upon him; he
made full and perfe&t atonement for them; by his
ftripes they are healed; and in his righteoufnefs they
are perfeétly righteous in the fight of law and juftice.
God’s law being magnified, and juftice fatished, by
the blefled Immanuel; and the Father having freely
forgiven his people all trefpaffes, he fheds abroad
richly and abundantly the Holy Spirit, in his gifts
and graces upon them; and by him they are born
again, and made partakers of a fpiritual birth, or di-
vine nature. He dwells in them as the principle of
all fpiritual life in their fouls, and confecrates their
hearts for the enjoyment and fellowfhip of God the
Father and the Son; and he begins and carries on
that life of communion between them and believers
here, which will be perfeétly and uninterruptedly
enjoyed by them in heaven to all eternity. The
Spirit of adoption is the Spirit of God, who pro-
ceedeth from the Father and the Son, and who is
fent by the Father and the Son to fhed abroad the
love of God in the heart, to give a real enjoyment
Mze
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of it, and to fill the foul with joy and peace in believ-
ing. He comes to teftify of Chrift; and by taking
of the things which are his, and fhewing them to his
people, he draws their hearts to him; and by opening
and difcovering unto them the freenefs and fulnefs of
divine grace, and the exceeding great and precious
promifes which God hath given unto his people, he
leads them to know their intereft in Chrift ; and helps
them in his name, perfon, blood, and righteoufnefs, to
approach their heavenly Father with holy pleafure
and delight. Thefe are the blefled effeéts of the Spirit
of adoption being received; hence we cry, Abéa,
Father, which exprefles the vehemency of affetiion,
and the freedom and liberty of children. Abba, Father.
Father 1s the explanation of the word Abba. The
words in the original, fay the learned, are, the one
a Syriac word, the other a Greek, and fignify Fa-
ther, Father, or My Father. And Dr. Gill obferves,
and it is quite ealy for each of you to make the
fame obfervation, that the word Abba, reads back-
ward the {ame as forward, and implies that God is
the Father of his people, in adverfity as well as
profperity ; in times of fpiritual defertion, as well as
in times of fpiritual profperity. God has taken the
ftyle and titte of cur Faiber, to denote the relation
which he ftands in to his people; and has taken all
ihe bowels of a Father’s affcéiion towards them, and
will remember them with everlafting kindnefs. He
fends his Spirit to make it known to them, and to
make them perfetly bappy in the enjoyment of it;
the experience of which, fometimes, fills their hearts
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with joy unfpeakable, and caufes them to cry out
with admiration, Bebold, what manner of love the Fa-
ther bath beflowed wpon us, that we fhould be called
the fons of God! It is attually beftowed upon them,
and enjoyed by them, through the grace of the Holy
Spirit. O what marvellous grace is this! for believers
under the blefled witnefling of the Lord the Spirit,
to be enabled to call God, Father!-—My Father! a
name which encourages faith, increafes and confirms
hope, and draws forth the whole heart in love to him,
who is love itfelf. It ferves to comfort their hearts,
to encourage their expetiations, and to give them
boldnefs at all times to approach the Lord. Ay
Father, it implies a fenfe of intereft in him as fuch,
and what greater blefling can the Lord himf{elf beftow
upon us than this; to give us his Holy Spirit, as the
Spirit of adoption, a {piritual perception and know-
ledge of the benefit, and to fill our heart with the
comfort contained in it. This relation is always one
and the fame, and it can never be diffolved. Though
an earthly parent may difinherit his, yet the Lord can-
not, will not, difinherit his children. If children, then
beirsy beirs of God, and joint-beirs with Chriff ; and to
fuch the promife is, He that overcometh fhall inberit
all hingsy and I will be bis God, and he fball be my
Jon.

What an amazing view of the bowels of our hea-
venly Father’s mercy have we prefented to us, in the
parable of the prodigal fon, which may be confidered
as defcriptive of the Lord’s dealing with his poor re-
turning prodigals; who, after recciving innumerable
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favours and bleflings from him, wander far from
God 1n the paths of {in and error: and yet their hea-
venly Father’s eye 1is {till upon them, his heart is
toward them, and he waits to be gracious unto them.
The poor prodigal went into a far country, left his
father's houfe, and wafted his fubftance with riotous
living ; thinking nothing about his father’s houfe, or
love, until afflittions fanétified, brought him to the
ufe and exercife of his {piritual {fenfes. Then finding
him{elf far from home, feeling his pinching wants and
diftrefs, he begins to think upon the love and care his
Father had fhewn unto him, and exercifed towards
him 1n times that were palt. When he came to bhim/elf,
be faid, How many bired fervants of my father's bave
bread enough and o [pave, and I perifh with bunger? I
will arife, and go to my father, and will fay unto bim,
Father, 1 hbave finned againft beaven, and before thee, and
am no more worthy to be called thy fon. It was indeed
the bowels of mercy in the father, which moved to-
wards this poor out-caft, and brought him back again
to the fold of God. And be arofe and came to bis fa-
ther. But mark it! When he was yet a great way off,
bis father fow bim, and bad compaffion, and ran, and felt
on bis neck, and kiffed bim. Oh, the bowels of com-
paffion which our heavenly Father difcovers towards
his children in every ftate and cale into which they
are brought! His eye is never withdrawn from them;
and in their worft cafes, his bowels of mercy melt
towards them; and this melts their hearts and puts
them upon returning unto him. The prodigal, though
he had abufed his father’s goodnefs, was tired with his
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father’s houfe and company, and had reduced himfelf
to a moft abjeét ftate of penury and diftrefs; yet his
father’s heart is ftill towards him. He finds his com-
paffions fail not: and it is more than f{ufficient to
melt his heart, to break and {ubdue his rebellious
will.  Under the expreflions of his father’s love, the
returning prodigal cries out, Father, 1 have [finned
againft beaven and before thee, and am no more worthy to
be called thy fon. A fon he was, though an ungrateful,
finful, and unworthy one. As a fon he was received,
owned, and acknowledged. And it may ferve to teach
us, that God is not afhamed to own his children;
nor the relation he bears to them as their Father in
Chrift Jefus, though they are often afhamed of him, and
at altogether unworthy of the high honour and privi-
lege of being the fons and danghters of the Lord God
Almighty. The prodigal may be to us an emblem of
a poor backiliding finner, when through the compaf-
fion his father had manifefted to him, in loaking upon
him when he was yet a great way off, and falling upon
his neck and faluting him with {fome heart-reviving
thoughts, that, with the Lord there is mercy, and with
bim is plenteous redemption, he falls down at the feet
of fovereign grace, faying, Father, 1 bave finned againft
heaven, and in thy fight, and am no more worthy to be called
thy fon ; but the father’s grace fuperabounds, and mercy
breaks forth in a f{uperabundant manner! He raifes
the poor, guilty, polluted wanderer, from his knees,
will hear no more of his doleful complaint: but to
the revival of his beart, and for the comfort of this
poor, penitent backflider, be faid to bis fervants, Bring
My
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Jorth the befl vobe, and put it on bim. Let him have
a fight of the immaculate obedience my coequal Son
wrought out for him, and let his ears be charmed with
your teftimony out of the written word concerning the
endlefs purity and duration of it. Aud put a ring on his
band ; which being circular, is expreffive of God’s love,
which is from everlafting to everlafling: and as a
ring put on the finger in marriage, is a feal and con-
firmation of love, fo here it is expreflive of God’s
embracing the prodigal in the arms of his everlafting
love, and his giving him fome bleffed experience and
evidence of it. Aud put fhoes on bis feet: for the
Lord muft prepare and fit the foul for running the
way of his commandments.  And bring bither the faited
calf and kill ity and let us eat and be merry. Which
exprefles the delight which the Father of mercies
takes in manifefting his mercy, in receiving poor
returning f{inners gracioufly, and in dilcovering his
love freely unto them. For this my fon was dead, and
15 alive again, be was loff, and is foynd. Sirs, what a
blefled picture is here of the compaflions of the Lord
towards his people! And have you not been, are not
fome of you purtakers of the fame grace and com-
paffion ?  Ycu bave reafon then to fing with David,
Blefs the Lordy, O my foul! and all ihat is within me,
blefs bis boly name. DBlefs the Lordy, O my fou:! and
Sorget not all his benefits : who forgrveth all ihine iniqui-
ties ; who bealeih all thy difeafes ; who vedeemeth thy life
Srom defirucion ; who crowneth thee with loving-kindne/s
and tender mevcies. To know God to be our Father
in Chrift Jefus; to enjoy his love fhed abroad in our
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hearts by the Holy Ghoft; and to approach the Lord
with love and delight, this is truly blefled ! And lcads
me,

Thirdly, to obferve, that both the {pirit of bon-
dage, and the Spirit of adoption, are faid to be
received. 22 have not vecerved the [pirit of bondage
again to fear, but ye bave recerved the Spivit of adoption,
whereby we cry, Abba, Father. The fpirit of bon-
dage, of which I have already {poken largely, may
be faid to be received from the knowledge of the law,
which being admitted into the conicience, firs up a
fenfe of divine wrath. The {pirit of man unrenewed,
and unfubdued by faith, is naturally inclined to take in
what the law faith; {o that the more he attends unto it,
the more legal he becames. By this means a {pirit of
bondage is increafed, and in this way may be faid to be
received.

I fhall apply myfelf more particularly to the confi-
deration of the Spirit of adoption, which believers are
faid to receive. 2e bave received the Spivit of adoplion,
This is one of the greateft gifts which God beltows
upon his people, and which is reccived by means of
the gofpel. He gave his Son for them : he gives his
Spirit to them, to live, dwell, and abide with them
for ever. The gift of the Holy Ghoft is as great as
the gift of Chrift himlelf.  God fo loved the world, that
be gave his only begotten Son to be a covenant for the
people; and he hath been manifefted in the flefh,
and the ends of his living and dying have been an-
fwered. All covenant engagements between the Father
and the Son are accomplifhed, All covenant bleflings
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are in the hand of the Holy Spisit, whofe work and
office it is to bring home the eled, by effeflual calling,
to Chrift, and to make known and apply to their fouls
the falvation which Chrift has finifhed and wroughe
out for them. He comes from heaven, in confe-
quence of Chrift’s atonement and afcenfion, and pro-
claims falvation from the Lord for wretched finners.
e enters their hearts of fin and wo, and makes
known the falvation of God. He puts them, by
bélieving 1n the perfon and work oi Chrift, into pof-
{cflion of the things which accompany falvation; and
then he becomes a Comforter unto them. They then
receive him as the Spirit of adoption, who witnefleth
to their {pirits that they are the children of God.
Believers are not praying for the Holy Spirit to rege-
nerate them, for they have already received Lim as a
life-giving, regenerating, and fanftifying Spirit. Every
real believer is made alive to Cod, and 1s living by
the faith of the Son of God. But it mav be, that
many believers have not f{o received the Spirit of
God, as the Spirit of adoption, as to be enabled at
all times to call God, My FLather. The Spirit of
adoption is the gift of the Father’s love, and the
fruit of Chrift’s alcenfion; and he i1s fent down from
heaven on purpofe to make the heart perfeétly happy
upon its return to God; to enable it to plead the
everlafling cfficacy of the life and death of Chrift in the
confcience ; and to encourage the {oul to draw near to
God with holy freedom, liberty, and confidence. By
him we are taught to love our heavenly Father, for
the great love wherewith he hath loved us. He
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removes our fears, refolves our doubts, fatisfies our
fcruples, and anfwers that great queftion for us, How
fhall I know that I am in Chrift ? This he himfelf makes
known. It would be well if real believers would
confider this, that it is the prerogative-royal of God
the Spirit, to make known Chrift to the foul. There-
fore inftead of ranfacking our hearts for marks and
figns of grace, it would be much better to apply
immediately to the Holy Spirit by prayer, for the
refolution of all our doubts, and for fatisfattion in
this point, which is of eternal moment. We cannot
live in communion with Chrift, ull we know our
union to him; and the Holy Spirit difcovers this, to
the end that we may live upon, and go on to glorify
him, As God out of his own free love and grace,
chofe the elett in Chrift before all worlds; out of the
fame love he gave Chrift for them; and from the fame
love he fends down his Spirit into their hearts, and
he is received as the free gift of God’s grace, who
feals up believers unto the day of redemption. This
fhould be obferved, that as God looks at nothing in
us as a caufe or reafon why he fhould love us; fo the
Holy Spirit does not come to comfort us, by giving
us a fight and view of our own graces; but he com-
forts us with the difcoveries of God's free love in
Chrift Jefus, which he fills believers with a fenfe of.
Paul prays thus for the called and regenerated people
of God: Now tbe God of hope, fill you with all joy
and peace in belicving, that ye may abound in hope,
throngh the power of the Holy Ghoffi. 1 add no more.
May the Lord command his blefling.  Amen.



