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SERMON VIL

CuRrisT’s PrRoMISE TO sEND THE HoLy
GHosT.

St. Joun, Chap. xiv. Ver. 16.

et e

And I will pray the Father, and be fball give you another
Comfortery that be may abide with you for ever.

THE ever blefled Jefus, in every afl of his life in

his incarnate ftate, gave his beloved people an
everlafting proof of his friendfhip, evidencing unto
them, that as a friend he loveth them at all times, and
was that brother who is born for adverfity ; yea, that
friend which fticketh clofer than a brother. His atls
of friendfhip towards his people in love, mercy, and
{ympathy, were various, wonderful, and furprifing.
He manifefted his friendfhip in his ancient under-
takings and goings forth in a covenant way on the
behalf of his people, in his eternal tranfattions with
his Divine Father. His love flamed forth in a fur-
prifing manner, when he, the eflential word and Son
of God, became incarnate—God perfonally dwelling
in the manhood, whereby he became Immanuel, God
with us. Every word he {poke, every a€t he per-
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formed in his ftate of humiliation, proved to a demon-
ftration that there was nothing in his heart towards his
people but love, fuch as was and is boundlefs, bot-
tomlefs, inconceivable, and incomprehen{ible. That
his bowels were full ¢f mercy towards his redeemed ;
that he was full of grace—a fountain and fpring of
comfort and bleflednefs to his dearly beloved ones.
Our Lord and Saviour Jelus Chrift was about to
leave hLis difciples, to fuffer and die for them ; after
which, raifed from the dead as their great Shepherd
and juftifying Head, afcended from earth to heaven,
received up into glory, and feated at God’s right hand,
his church below would be deprived of his bodily
prefence ; in the profpeét therefore of this, he endea-
vours to fortify and prepare the hearts of his beloved
apoftles for his departure. I may entitle the difcourle
of Chrift recorded in this chapter, one of our Lord’s
farewell fermons, in which he gives forth and admi-
nifters a variety of cordials and encouragements, to
fupport the hearts of his faithful followers during his
departure and abfence from them. He begins to lift
up their hearts by the following encouragements : that
heaven was their home; that he was going from them,
" and before them, as their forerunner; that his appear-
ance on their behalf in heaven would be for their ad-
vantage ; that as the fruit of it, theif prayers would
be heard, and the {pirit would be given. Les mot
your bearts (faith Chrift) ée troubled. 'There were
many things would diftrefs their minds, and £ill them
with grief—their Lord’s abfence, and efpecially the
way in which he was to be taken from them: and
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our divine Shepherd, knowing their hearts, forefeeing
their fears, and compaffionating their griefs, comforts
them thus:—Let ot your bearts be troubled, ye belicve
in God, believe alfo in me. Under the Old Teftament
difpenfation, God the Father principally difcovered
and revealed himfelf to his church by promifing to
fend them a Saviour—a great one, who fhould deliver
his people from fin, the curfe of the law, and the
power of Satan; and the faith of the Old Teftament
faints was principally fixed and exercifed hereupon.
The incarnation of Chrift was the accomplithment of
this; and the perfons our Lord here addrefled, had
feen this wonderful promife fulfilled : yet at this pre-
fent time, though they were true believers in Chrift,
and had the Holy Spirit dwelling in them, their faith
was not fo diftintily aéled and exercifed upon Chrift’s
perfon as their all-glorious Mediator, as it would be
and was after our Lord had finithed his work, and was
taken from them into heaven. The bleffed Jefus,
as the principal foundation to fupport their faith, and
keep their hearts bappy, direfs them to exercife their
faith towards and upon him, as they had done towards
his Divine Father: ye believe in God, as the fountain of
grace, the ocean of everlafting love, the f{pring of
infinite unceafling mercy, delicve alfo in me, as the fent
of God, the true, eternal, and only begotten Son of
the Father in truth and love, as the feed of the wo-
man, who will effettually, completely, and eternally
bruife the ferpent’s head ; I being the Meffiah, whofe
name is, [ am that I anz; this is my name for ever,
and my memorial throughout all generations. Our
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Lord, in thefe words, is not taking off his people
from exercifing their faith upon God, but he efta-
blitheth it, and is alfo c¢ndeavouring to bring them
to himfelf as Mediator, and propofeth himfelf unto
them as the objeft of their fzith in conjunétion with
his Divine Father. Nothing could poffibly be a
greater trial to their faith, or dejett them more, than
to fee him hanging on a crofs, whom they expetted
on a throne ; and nothing but a confideration of him
as the Mefliah, and real faith in him as {uch, could
{upport them under it. So that this fcripture is no
argument againft the effential Deity of Chrift, becaufe
our Saviour doth here diftinguifh God from himfelf.
By God is here meant the Father, as perfonally con-
fidered ; and by calling the Father-God, the Son is no
more excluded from the incommunicable nature, glo-
ries, and perfettions of Deity, than the Father is when
Chrift is called God. Now Chrift is exprefsly called
God, and faid to be over all, God blgffed for ever.
Amen. Rom. ix. 5. And yet the Father 1s not here-
by excluded, nor the eternal Spirit, from being pof-
fefled of all the fulnels of Godhead. For, though
they are diftinét in their perfonalities, yet they are one
in nattre, eflence, and [lelf-exiftence. Chrift doth here
affert his Deity in the fubftance of the command, in mak-
ing himfelf an obje&t of faith in conjunftion with God;
believing in each being alike and abfolutely neceflary
for the fupport of the foul: he therefore commands
that faith be exercifed upon himfelf equally and in
the fame manner as upon God. He proceeds to
adminifter divine cordials unto them, by informing
K
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them, that though he was about to leave them and en-
ter heaven, yet even there his heart would be towards
them, juft what it then was: that the glories and blef-
fednefs of that flate would not make him forgetful,
or unmindful of them. un my Father's boufe are many
manfions : if it were not fo, I wonld bave told you ; I go
20 prepare a place for you ; and if I go and prepare a
Place for you, I will come again and receive you to myfelf,
that where I am, there ye may be alfo. What could be
more confolatory than this! Some of thefe friends of
the bridegroom were men of little faith; and our
Lord overrules it for their and our {piritual good.
Though Chrift had faid, And whither I go, ye know, and
the way ye know ; yet Thomas, through want of fpi-
ritual difcernment, replies, Lord, we know not whither
thou goefty, and how can we know the way  Which our
Lord improves, by informing them that he was the
way, the one fole and only way to the grace and
glory of the Father; the life-giving and the life-main-
taining head of his church and people; that he was
truth and verity ; that they might with eternal fafety
rely upon his perfon, work, and word.  No man, faith
he, cometh to the Father but by me. For as Chrift is the
only way to the Father, {o all that are alive to God,
and live by the faith of the Son of God, walk in this
way : and Chrift is alfo God’s way to us. In Chrift
he comes forth to meet, embrace, and blefs his peo-
ple. In confequence of Philip’s weaknefs of know-
ledge difcovered in his fpeech to Chrift, Lord fhew
us the Father, and it fufficeth us, our Lord unfolds
an effential and notable truth, that the Father and hc
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are one ; that there is an eternal, ineffable, and an
incomprehenfible union and in-being between him and
his Father. And this Chrift doth by his pofitive af-
fertion, He that bath feen me, bath jeen the Father: and
then by the onenefs of eflence both of the Father
and the Son, 1 am in the Father, and the Father in
me ; and this was manifefted, in refpet of operations,
both in dottrine and miracles. The words thar I
Speak unto you, I [peak not of myfelf: but the Father that
dwelleth in me, be doeth the works. Believe me, that 1
am in the Fathery and the Fatber in me. Here our
Lord puts them upon believing this {ublime truth
upon the bare credit of his own word. And it is
upon this, all the faving knowledge and faith of the
dottrine of the eternal Trinity, are founded and built.
We receive it as an infallible truth, becaufe the Lord
hath revealed it in the written word : and our faith in
it does not receive {upport from the wifdom of men,
but from the word and power of God. Not only the
~ bare word of Chrift was a {ufficient proof of his being
one in the Godhead, coequal, coeflential, and con-
fubftantial with the Father; but his works proved all
this to a demonftration; for which reafon Chrift adds,
Or elfe believe me for the very works fake. He goes on
to inform them that they would receive increafing evi-
dences, and have full proof of this, by his almighty
power which would be put forth in them, and by the
glorious effefts which would follow the preaching of
the gofpel by them. Verily, verily, I fay unto you, he that
believeth on me, the works that I do, fhall be do alfo, and
greater works than thefe fball be do, becaufe I go unto my
K2
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Fatber.  And that they might have their faith lifted
up and ftrengthened in confcquence of his entrance
into heaven, he informs them, that all their prayers
offered up to God ia his name, thould be granted.
Then he excites them to manifeft their love to him by
keeping his commandments : upon which follow the
words of our text, Aund I will pray the Father, and be
Shall give you another (.‘on’fam‘er3 that be may abide with
you for ever. My defign in treating upon thefe words
is, to fet forth unto you that the Holy Ghoft is given
and beftowed upon believers, as the fruit and effet
of Chrift’s moft prevalent and power{ul mediation
and interceffion. He is fent and given to fupply the
want of Chrift’s bodily prefence, and to perform the
part and office of a comforter, or advocate; and be-
ing fent, he is to abide with the church of Chriit for
ever,

It will not be amils to obferve, it being by no
means foreign to our {ubjedl, that we have in our text
a very confiderable, and molt glorious proof of the
dofirine of the ever blefled Trinity. Here is the
Father prayed unto, the Son in human nature pray-
ing, and the Holy Gholt the comforter prayed for.
It may not be unprofitable to fubjoin another obfer-
vation, which is, that the Scriptures being a re-
velation of God's mind and will to us, the three
divine perfons therefore, are generally held forth to
aus in their economical offices, or covenant en-
gagements; and they are {o in this Scripture.  Chrift
is here afting the part of mediator, and praying as
fuch to his Divine Faiher, for the Spirit to be fent, to
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glorify him in the hearts of his people, and to bring
all divine truth to their remembrance. I will endea-
vour to caft the text into the following divifion
Firft, by confidering thefle words as Chrift’s promife
to his difciples in order to comfort them. Secondly,
what Chrift promifeth, I will pray the Fatber, and be
Shall give you another Comforter. 'Thirdly, that the
Spirit being given, he is to abide with the church
for ever.

I propofe, as my firft particular, to confider thefe
words as Chrift’s promife to his dilciples in order to
comfort them. They had long enjoyed his blefled
prefence, his heavenly difcourfes, and divine con-
verfe, but now he was to be removed from them;
which was an heart-breaking thought to them. To
lofe their head, for him to be taken from them; this,
at the firft view of it, feemed to be to them an un-
fpeakable lofs: whereas, in faft, it was not. For
Chrift’s bodily prefence, was not fo great a bleffing’
and privilege, as his {piritual prefence by his Spirit.
It is the Lord’s method, which he obferves in all his
difpenfations of grace, that his prefent manifeftations
of himfelf f{hall put down the paft, and the future
will exceed the prefent. For four thoufand years,
the faints had been longing for the appearing of the
Great God, even our Saviour, the promifed Shi-
loh, the Prince of Peace. When toe fulnefs of
time was come, God was manifefted in the flefh,
proclaimed to be a Saviour, Chrift the Lord, and
worfhipped by all the hoft of heaven. Old Tefta-
ment faints who lived to fee this glorious advent

K3
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of our Lord, triumphed in him. He was pro-
claimed by his herald, who cried, Bebold the Lamb
of God, and teftified of by a voice which came
from the excellent glory, This is my belrved Son, in
whom I am well pleafed. And our almighty Saviour
fhone forth in the rays of his glory and divine ma-
jefty, at his baptifm and transfiguration. Hence John
fays, We bebeld bis glory, the glory as of the only begotien
of the Father, full of grace and truth. Now the difci-
ples heard and faw, what many prophets and righteous
kings defired and longed for. They faw JEHOVAH
the Saviour, with the eyes of their bodies and minds
alfo.  Their {piritual underftandings were in a great
meafure withholden, fo that they had but here and
there a fpiritual glimpfe of him. This was their
mercy ; for had they been able to take in to their
minds and comprehend the eflential, perfonal, and
mediatorial glories of Chrift, fo fully during our
Lord’s perfonal prefence with them, as they did after-
wards, fuch views would have been too great for
them to bear up under during their prefent mortal
flate of frailty. It is true, they had fome blefled
views and fights of him, as the Son of God, and as
God-man, the Saviour of his people; but thefe were
prefently loft, through the popular miftake which they
greedily embraced concerning the kingdom of the
illuftrious Son of David. True faith they had, though
not drawn forth to that perfeétion it would be. Our
Lord by little and little, leads the minds of thefe his
beloved ones, into the nature and glorious triumphs
of his crown and kingdom. He is the Lord from
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heaven, the King, yea the Lord of Glory, and was
to wade through a fea of forrows and fufferings, ere
he mounted his mediatorial throne. He, the true
Mefliah, muft be lifted up upon the crofs, as the an-
titype of Mofes’ brazen {erpent ; and then he knew his
difciples would feel their faith ftagger, their hope be
confounded, and their forrows multiplied. He here
adminifters a cordial before-hand, to prevent their faith
from failing, and their minds from finking. And I will
pray the Fatbery, and be fball give you another Comforter,
that be may abide with you for ever. He {peaks of an
alking or praying, for the word fignifies both the one
and the other, for a gift not to be granted during his
ftay below but after his alcenfion; and which was
to be the fruit of his death. Hereby he would
evidence that his glery fhould not becloud his mercy,
and the care of their concerns; that his love to-
wards them, fhould be ftronger than death (or glory),
and that he wouald not reft till he had obtained of
his Divine Father, what was neceflary for them; fo
that he here exprefsly declares, what he was to do
for, and would beftow upon them from heaven The
accomplifhment of the promife of the Spirit, which
he had made unto them, was to be by way of prayer,
I will pray the Father, which prayer would be founded
upon the oblation of himfelf. This benefit would
therefore be the moft bleffed fruit of his interceffion.
Our Lord, in thefe words, held forth to them, that
upon his firft entrance into glory, as the Great High
Prieft of our profeffion, this would be the firft blef-
fing afked for by him, and the greateft poured down
K4



136 Chrift's Promife to fend the Holy Ghof.

from him upon his church here below : and this was
granted him. Upon his admiffion into heaven, he re-
ceived of the Father the promife of the Holy Ghoft,
and with him, the riches, the grace, and the bleffings of
eternity, to pour down upon his difciples; and which
was done richly and abundantly on the day of Pente-
coft, and continues to be done by the Father, through
Jefus Chrift our Saviour. All the blefiings of the ever-
lafting covenant are beftowed upon us, through the moft
precious bloodfhedding of Jefus Chrift: and the firft
fruit of Chrift’s facrifice and interceflion, was the gift of
the Holy Ghoft, as the perfon, who by office was to con-
vey to us, and work in us, the bleffings of the covenant,
fettled and fealed by the blood of the Redeemer;
therefore the promife of the Spirit is the firft promife
of the new covenant, Ezek. xxxvi. 25, 26, 27, Iwill
[prinkle clean water upon you, and ye fball be clean: from
all your filthings and from all your idols will I cleanfe
you. This relpelts the cleanfing virtue of Chrifts
moft precious blood, which, when apprehended by
faith, purges the conlcience from dead works, and
enables us to ferve the living God. Then follows,
A new heart alfo will I give you, and a new [fpivit will
I put within you, and I will take away tbe flony beart
out of your flefby and I will give you an beart of flefh ;
and I will put my Spivit within you, and canfe you 1o
walk in my flatutes. The eternal Father fends the eter-
nal Spirit, in the name of the eternal Saviour, to ma-
nifeft the great intercft our interceffor and advocate
hath with him.
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This leads me fecondly, to confider, what Chrift
promifeth. \

Chrift promifeth to give his difciples the Holy
Ghoft, the Comforter, in his ftead; whoin he doth
defcribe by his perfonality, another Comforter, and
therefore perfonally diftin& from the Son; and yet a
Comforter, and therefore equal with the Son. 1 will
pray the Father, and be fball give you another Comforter.
Chrift himfelf, during his abode with them, had hi-
therto been their divine Comforter ; but he was now
going to be abfent from them, they were now to lofe
his bodily prefence, the Spirit was to fupply his place,
and to come in his room and ftead. As Elijah, a
type of Chrift, was caught up into heaven, body and
foul, by the miniftry of angels, appearing in the
form of a chariot of fire, and horfes of fire, and
was parted from Elifha, who received a double por-
tion of his mafter’s fpirit, in confequence of his be-
ing deprived of his bodily prefence and inftru&ion :
fo, our Lord Jefus Chrift, having his afcenfion into
heaven in view, comforts the hearts of his forrowful
and beloved ones, by informing them, what his firft
thoughts and work would be when he came to glory.
That it would be his firft requeft to his Divine Father,
that the Comforter in his fulnefs of gifts and graces,
might be fent unto them, and poured out upon
them.

Here it may not be amifs to obferve, that as each
of the divine perfons in the Godhead, has a joint con-
cern in the great work of falvation, {o they have chofen
and appointed particular periods for the more open
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difcoveries of their perfonalities, and diftinét offices
in the covenant of grace. God the Father was chiefly
manifefted under the Old Teftament difpenfation, the
great promife of which, and that whereon others hang
and depend, was the promile of Chrift to become in-
carnate ; Zo finifh the tranfpreffiony, and lo make an end of
Jms, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in
everlafting vighteoufnefs. The ancient patriarchs, pro-
phets, and Old Teftament faints, looked to the God
and Father of our Lord Jefus Chrift for the accom-
plithment of this: they waited in faith and expefla-
tion for the gift of the only begotten Son of God, for
the birth of the child Jefus, who was to be the cove-
nant of the people. When Chrift was born and bap-
tized, there was an open manifeftation of the eternal
Three. The Father proclaiming, the Son recciving,
and the Holy Ghoft {ealing up this truth, that Jefus
the Mecfliah was the Son of God,

As before the attual incarnation of the Saviour,
the Father declared him to be his chofen one, in whom
his foul delighted ; fo Chrift, when manifefted, refletts
all the glory of his miffion and work, back again upon
his Divine Father. And he fpeaks of the Spirit who
was to glorify him, and accompany the preaching of
his gofpel with mighty figns and wonders; and as there
was a peculiar period for Chrift’s manifeftation, fo
there was alfo for the more clear and open difcovery
of the Holy Spirit. He had {poken by all the holy
prophets fince the world began, and teftified by them,
the {ufferings of Chrift and the glory that fhould fol-
low; and the work of falvation being finithed, the
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Holy Spirit defcended in the form and likenefs of

cloven tongues, like as of fire, upon the apoftles on
the day of Pentecoft: and he ftill defcends and im-
parts his divine influences and gracious prefence to
his church and people; it is herein the New Tefta-
ment Church exceeds the old in glory. Though they
had the Spirit as well as we, yet with this difference ;
he did not fill them with {uch glorious apprehenfions
of the perfon and work of Chrift, nor give them fuch
clear and bright difcoveries of gofpel grace, as he
doth faints under the prefent gofpel difpenfation.
Hence the apoftle obferves the difference, and {peaks
thus: But we all with open face, bebolding as in a glafs
the glory of the Lord, ave changed into ithe fame image,
from glovy to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.
Our Lord ftyles the Spirit zbe Comforter, and another
Comforter. He {peaks this in diftinttion from himf{elf.
He had hitherto been their comforter, and was em-
phatically ftyled zbe Confolation of Ifrael, containing
in himfelf the whole fulnels of everlafting confola-
tion, his prefence being better than life itfelf. But
the Holy Spirit was to open more largely the heart of
Chrift unto them, lead them into a greater acquaint~
ance with the bowels of his mercy, impart unto them
unfpeakable comfort, and fill them with unutterable
joy. Him, therefore, our Lord informs them, he
would fend in his room and ftead, to fhed abroad in
their hearts a fenfe of the Father’s everlafting love,
to glorify himfelf as God-man Mediator, in the view
of their faith, and to beftow upon them every comfort
they would need this fide heaven, What Chrift here
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promifeth his difciples, belongs to all his church and
people.  His aéts of grace towards them are fymboli-
cal of his grace beliowed upon his whole myitic
body. Did he promife to fend them the Spirit? It
was to be the confequence of his having firlt re-
ceived him in all the fulnefs of bis gifts and graces as
their glorified head. He received him thus upon his
inauguration and {eflior: upon his prieftly throne. For,
though as Mediator, he was anointed from everlafting,
hence he 1s called Chrift, which f{ignifies anointed,
and was filled with the unmeafurable gifts and unétion
of the Holy Ghoft at his birth and baptifm ; yet he
was, over and befide all this, afrefh anointed at his
afcenfion and glorification within the vail, when he
was, made and declared to be both Lord and
Chrift, being then anointed with the oil of gladnefs
above his fellows.

God hath exalted Chrit as King in heaven, and
he hath alfo anointed him ; and this o1l or uniion,
which hath been poured out upon him, is the Holy
Ghoft. Chrift then, once for all, received the Holy
Ghoft, in all his gifts and graces, in the fulleft man-
ner, and that for ever; therefore 1t was, that fo {foon
as the crown royal was on his head, he poured down
the Holy Ghoft fo abundantly upon his apoftles and
followers; and he fiill does and will continue the gift
of his {pirit unto his church and people. It is a fure
and certain rule, that whatfoever we receive from
Chrift, that he himfelf firft receives in him{elf for us;
fo that one reafon why this oil ran then {o plentifully
down upon the {kirts of this our high Prieft, that is
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on his members the apoftles and faints, and fo conti-
nues to do unto this day, is, becaule our high Prieft and
Head himfelf was then afreth anointed with it. There-
fore Peter, in the fecond chapter of the Aéls, verfe
33, giving an account how it came to pafs that they
were {o filled with the Holy Ghoft, fays, that Chrift
having received of the Father the promife of the Holy
Ghoft, he had fhed him forth on them: which receiv-
ing 1s not to be underftood of his bare and fingle
receiving the promife of the Holy Gboft for us, by
having power then given him to fhed the {pirit down
upon them, as God had promifed, though this is a
truth: but he received him, firft as poured forth on
himfclf, and fo fhed him abroad upon them, ac-
cording to that rule, that whatever God doth unto
us by Chnit, he firft doeth it unto Chrif. We
are generally taken much with what our Lord did
for us in the garden, and upon the crofs; and it
may be, we forget and overlook the great benefits
and bleffings which he hath obtained and doth beftow
upon us in confequence of it. I fear believers over-
look Chrift’s promife of fending the Holy Spirit, and
his bleffed work and operations in and upon the hearts
of his beloved ones. Thole are truly gracious perfons,
who are experimentally acquainted with the gracious
energy and renewing of the Holy Ghoft: thole only
are happy in God, and full of comfort, who have the
Holy Spirit for their comforter. What our Lord
promifed in the text, his whole church are entitled to
and interefted in, as they are alfo in that divine bene-
di&tion which he pronounced upon his difciples when
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be parted from them and was carried up into heaven.
Our Lord’s laft aét upon earth, was an a@ of the
higheft kind. He led his difciples out as far as to
Bethany, and there, as their great high prieft who had
abolifhed fin, and who is the Lord their righteoufnefs,
in whom they are complete, he lifted up his hands
and bleffed them. They were herein reprefentatives
of Chrilt's church; and this blefling fill refts with,
and upon the true and real church of Chrift, as doth
alfo the gift of the Spirit; though not in a miraculous
manner, yet in all his f{piritual, faving, quickening,
comiorting gifts, graces, and operations. The fame
Holy Ghott is with us to this day, and puts forth the
fame almighty power in the word, whereby he quick-
ens and regenerates the fouls of his people : he pro-
vides paftors for the church after the Lord’s own
heart, who feed Chrift’s lambs and fheep with know-
ledge and underftanding. He continues and works
that ftanding miracle in the church, the converfion of
finners, whom he quickens and makes alive to God.
He draws the hearts of faints after their glorious
bridegroom, Chrift their Lord ; and he it is who keeps
them as chafte virgins unto him. The Holy Spirit is
ftill, and will continue to the end of the world to be
in the preaching of the word, and in the adminiftra-
tion of the ordinances, to render them effettual ; and
he is alfo in your hearts, believers, Chrift promifeth
to fend the Spirit as a comforter, and this leads us to
confider the true and proper office of the Holy Spirit.
It was Chrift’s incommunicable work and office to
make atonement for finy to bring in everlafting
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righteoufnefs, and then to prefent himfelf before the
Majefly in the heavens as the glorious reprefentative,
interceflor, and advocate at the Father’s right hand.
All the {piritual cordials the faints would ever need,
were moft carefully prepared and provided for them
by Chrift. Though Chrift obtained eternal redemption
for them, and opened the way for all fpiritual com-
forts to be beftowed, yet the Holy Spirit was to have
the communicating of them to the people of God.
‘There is a moft glorious order obferved by the eter-
nal Three in the economy of grace: the divine per-
{ons mutually honour and truft each other, Though
there are three perfons in God, there is but one will,
and it is the diftin€t aéts of the divine will, in the
divine perfons, which gave being and form to the
covenant of grace. In the engagemcents between the
facred Three, refpetling the falvation of the elett,
the Father took the word of his Son, pafled in the
council of peace, and trufted the everlalting con-
cerns of his people thereupon. Millions of Old Tefta-
ment faints were admitted unto heaven upon the credit
of Chrift’s future incarnation, obedience, and atonement.
In the midft of time, at it were between two eternities,
the efiential word was made {lefh, and finifhed the
work which the Father gave him to do. And be now
trufts the Father for the falvation of all thofe who be-
lieve on his name, down to the end of time. The
Holy Ghoft hath alfo as great a truil repoled in him,
He, as the great fecretary of heaven, undertakes to
bring home all the elett, by effeftual calling, unto
God. Here then we may take a view of the eternal
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worth and everlafting efficacy of Chrift’s facrifice and
interceffion ; the fruit of which is that here is work
for the Holy Spirit to perform to the end of time,
even this, to glorify Chrift, in taking of the things of
his perfon, blood, righteoufnefs, love, grace, and
mercy, and fhewing them unto us; in afling the part
of a glorious powerful advocate, by pleading Chriit’s
caufe in our hearts, and teltifying concerning his work
for us, and in us, by comforting our fouls with the ap-
plication of Chrift, and all his benefits unto us.

This brings me to my third particular, which 1s, that
the Spirit being given, he is to abide with ihe church for
ever. As the grand promife of the Old Teftament
was concerning the Father’s fending Chrift; fo it 1s
the great promile of the New, that Chrift will fend
the fpirit. He is fent by the Father and the Son,
in order to fulfil what was agreed upon by the three
perfons in the everlafling covenant. I will pray the
Father, and be fhall give you another Comforter ; fuch
~an one as I have been unto you, and in fome refpetts
better, a more {piritual Comforter. It was therefore
expedient that Chrift thould go away, that this Com-
forter might come. Hence our Lord tells them,
Neverthelefs, 1 tell you the truth, it is expedient for you
that I go away ; for if 1 go not away, the Comforter will
not come unio you. 1 tell you the truth, I muft deal
plainly with you; I have a great defire the Comforter
fhould come ; and if I go not away he will not come:
intimating thereby, that it was a greater bleffing to
have the Comforter with them, than himfelf in perfon.
And he is promifed to be an abiding Comforter, that
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be may abide with you for ever. And he abides with
his church in the capacity wherein he is fent, as an
advocate and comforter. As an advocate he pleads
for Chrift, by fhewing us the perfett work of falva-
tion, wrought out and finithed in his life and death,
and the Father’s perfe€t acceptance of what he did and
fuffered: and as a comforter, he fills us with all joy
and peace in believing. Behold the wonders of divine
love! View it in thefe two amazing gifts of grace:
God fo loves us, as to give his only begotten Son for
us, a gift greater than heaven itfelf: he has alfo given
his Spirit unto us, to dwell in the fouls and bodies of
his people, to fanélify them, and make them meet for
glory: and this gift of the Spirit to dwell and abide
with us for ever, exceeds in worth and value, eternal
glory. The eternal Spirit dwells in Chrift the head,
and refts upon him, and will abide in him for ever;
fo alfo he doth with zbe church, which is bis body, the
Julnefs of bim that filleth all in all. He is in his people
as the breather of all {piritual life into them, and the
fountain and {pring of {piritual life in them; the au-
thor of all their graces; the caule of all their holinefs.
He 1t is who brings them to know their union with the
Father and the Son, and gives them blefled fellowfhip
with the Father and Chrift. Every fpiritual aél,
breathing, and defire in the foul after the Lord Jefus
Chrift, are the fruit of the Holy Spirit's gracious in-
dwelling prefence. The work of Chrift, though com-
pletely finithed, yet we know nothing of it, to our

fpiritual advantage, until we are renewed by the Holy
L
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Spirit, and enlightened by him into the knowledge of
Chrift crucified, and Chrift exalted, who is raifed up
to the fupremeft pinnacle of glory, that he can, as our
head, be exalted unto. The union between Chrift
and his people, 1s made known in their hearts by the
Holy Ghoft the comforter; and a moft wonderful
intercourfe in a way of communion is carried on
through his grace between Chrift and them. He pre-
fents unto them the glories, excellencies, royalties,
and perfeftions of their beloved friend and heavenly
lord and hufband; gives them a view of Chrift by his
own light which he enlightens them with; and raifes
up their hearts within the vail, filling them at times
with joys which are unfpeakable; with joy in God
through our Lord Jefus. Such is the glorious pre-
rogative-royal of Chrift’s advocate, the Holy Spirit;
that he, dwelling in our head in glory, knows all the
thoughts of love which Chrift thinks refpefting us,
all the bowels of mercy he hath towards us, the great
love wherewith he loves us: and he can, and doth
fuggeft them to our minds and comfort our fouls
therewith, fhewing us that Chrift’s heart in heaven is
upon his people on earth. He gives evidence of this
in every gofpel fermon that is preached, and in every
prayer offered up by real faints; becaufe in all thefe,
he perfuades us of Chrift’s love to this very day.
Yea, he is in all thefe the pledge of Chrift’s love,
becaufe he comes in Chrift’s name, and in his ftead,
and works all by commiffion from him. When you
feel your hearts moved with the preaching of Chrift
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and his unfearchable riches, who is it moves your
hearts ? Verily, the Holy Spirit. Have you at times
communion with Chrift in prayer? Tt is becaufe the
Holy Spirit puts forth his power in your fouls. Do
you pray in prayer? It is through the Spirit. It is
becaufe Chrift is an advocate for you, that the Holy
Spirit is an advocate in you. Have you at times
a fight of Chrift in the ordinance of the fupper? It
is the Holy Spirit who difcovers and gives you a
view of your beloved. Thefe things are blefled
evidences of Chriit’s love towards you, and his per-
fett delight in you. Beloved, take this home with
you: our heavenly Father is to his people the God
of all confolation: the Lord Jefus is a fountain of
everlafling comfort: and the Holy Ghoft is fent down
from heaven into the hearts of his people to be their
comforter ; he dwells in cur fouls for this very end,
and with this great defign, to comfort us under all the
difcouragements which may arife within us from the
guilt and power of fin, by leading us to the fountain
of Chrift’s blood, which hath a continued virtue in it,
to cleanfe from all fin; he comforts us by the appli-
cation of precious promifes, giving us a {ight of our
perfonal intereft in Chrift, who is our everlafting
confolation ; he comforts us in temptations, arms us
againft the fears of death, fills at times his people
in their dying moments with unutterable joy, and
abides with them as their God and guide, even
unto death, yea, with them and in them for ever;

and he is in heaven the fountain of everlafting joy
Lz
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unto them ; and by remaining in his faints for ever, he
will, at the refurre€tion morn, and throughout eter-
nity, fill them with all the fulnefls of God. O that we
may learn to love, worfhip, and glorify the Holy
Spirit, for his work, gifts, and grace; and be led to
view with increafing joy the Almighty Jefus, who
continues to beftow his blefled Spirit onus, Amen.



