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SERMON VL

Tur Asounpine ofF Gob’s Wisboxm ann
PRUDENCE TOWARDS THE ELECT.

Erussraxs, Chap.i, Ver. 8.

Whesern be bath abounded toward us in all Wifdon and
Prudence,

HE writer of this epiftle was, at the time of his

writing it, a prifoner for Chrift. But though he
was bound, the word of God was not bound : his fpi-
rit was moft enlarged when his body was moft ftraight-
encd. The Spirit of the Lord raifed his foul, ele-
vated and moft divinely enlightened his underftand-
ing; fo that from what is contained in this {acred trea-
fury, the letter diretted to the faints at Ephefus, he
might truly fay, that it was given unto him to preach
the unfearchable riches of Chrift.

From prifon he moft richly waters and refrefhes the
church of the living God with a rich do&irinal difplay
of the riches, freenefs, fulnefs, and {overeignty of
Jenovan’s grace, difplayed in eternal, unconditional,
perfonal eleétion, particular redemption, and effettual
calling and fan&tification, whichhe crowns with eter-
nal glorification.
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'The chapter before us contains the deep things of
God: in it Paul opens the very fecrets of the Tri-
nity, and brings them forth to open light and view.
He gives us an account of the eternal thoughts, will,
purpofes, council, and decrees of God refpetling the
clet. He exhibits to view the grand primordial
caufe—leads us to view the celeftial fountain and
foundation, God’s cverlafting love—prefents to view
that grand fundamental myftery of the gofpel—the
union of the elet in Chrift and to him—with the ac-
tual beflowment of all fpiritual bleflings upon them
in him their eternal, everliving, and everlalling head
of union and communion with Father, Son, and Holy
Ghoft. He points out the joint concern of the eternal
Three in the falvation of the chofen ones, with the reve-
lation and application of it to them by the Holy Spirit.

I would in my introdution obferve, that Paul
defcribes himfelf by his office, An apoflle of Fefus
Chril—{alutes the perfons he writes to, as Jainls and
the faithful in Chrift Fefus, and invokes grace and
peace from God onr Father and the Lord jefus Chrifl,
to be communicated unto them. He then falls
upon the higheft att of worfhip, bleffing God.
Blefled be the God and Father of our Lord jefus Chrifly
who bath bleffed us with all fpiviinal Leffings in bea-
venly places in Chrifly according as he baih chefen us in
bim before the foundation of the world, that we fhould be
boly and without blame before bim i lovey baving prede fi-
nated us unio the adoption of children by Jefus Chrifi to

bimfelfy according 1o the good pleafure of bis will.  Here
is an enumeration of thofe bleflings which God the
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Father hath beftowed upon us in Chrilt Jefus, who is
the head of the whole clettion of grace, in whom,
before all time, God chole his people, and fet them
apart as his peculiar treafure, portion, and inheritance.
The firft and greateft att of God’s love, 1s.that which
was manifefled in eleClion; and that love in the firft
att of it, was as great as all tranfient afls can for
ever exprefs, even to cternity. Eletion is an atl of
love, I bave loved thee with an cveriafling love. This 1s
the fountain and {pring-caule of election: which, as
it is altogether of grace, without any thing forefeen to
be in the creature; fo more of the glory and fove-
reignty of grace is exprefled in it, than in the {alvation
wrought out by Chrift; which, though afcribed to
grace, yet there is a difplay of juftice in it as well as
grace. Dut eletlion is altogether of grace, flowing
from the good pleafure of Jemovan’s will, in which
he exalts his divine fovercignty. The greateft and
deepelt thought which ever had place in the heart of
God, as it refpells the elett, was what iffued in his
decree and purpofe, concerning advancing them into
fupercreation union with himfelf, that they might par-
take of {upercreation grace and communion with him.
To accomplifn this amazing defign, it pleafed Jeno-
v aH, the Father, to predeftinate his coequal, coeter-
nal, and confubftantial Son into creature exiftence,
and to fet him up in his eternal thoughts and purpofes
as God-man. This feems to be the meaning of the
following Scripture : The Lord poffeffed me in the begin-
ning of bis way before bis works of old.  Iwas fet up from
everlafling, from the beginning, or ever the earih <was.
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Proverbs viil. 22, 2g. Here the eflential Son of
God, who exifted from everlailing, with the Father
and the Holy Ghofl, in the incomprehenfible and in-
communicable effence, is fct forth as God-man; who,
as fuch, is the Head and Mediator of his church. [
was fet up from everlafing.  Now this cannot be un-
derftood of Chrift, as {ccond perfon only: but God
did fet him up from the beginning, as bearing and
fultaining the perfon of God-man, to which manhood
he was chofen, and undertook to affume it, and be an
head to his members before God, who reputed him
as fuch; and of him as thus confidered, are thofe
words {poken.

In Chrift, God-man, the ele&t were chofen.—He
is the head of the ele@t. He was cholen to be the
head, and the elett were chofen in him as members in
an head, and by means of this, the elett had a virtual
reprefentative being and exiftence in Chrift from eter-
nity—our perfons being made hereby myflically one
with Chrifi; he eing a common head to us 1n elec-
tion, as Adam was in creation. The ele&t being
chofen by God the Father, in the perfon of Chrift,
were blefled in him with all {piritual bleflings. He,
their eternal head and reprefentative, received all {pi-
ritual bleflings for them. God defigns and wills the
utmoft good to be beftowed on his people, and the
God-man is capable to receive the utmoft blefled-
nefs for them; and in him the God and Father
of our Lovd Jefus Chrilt dlefed us with all fpiriinal
Pleffings, which influences Paul’s heart to pour forth
himlelf in blefing God. When God’s eleét were



110 The aboundiug of God's TFijdom and

bleffed with all {piritual bleflings is next to be con-
fidered, which is thus esprefied: According as be bath
chofen us in Chrifl, Eefore the foundation of the world, ihat
we fhould be boly and without biame befove him in love.
All the grants of grace, the promife of eternal life,
the whole lump of bleflings were given to us in clec-
tion. Hence we read of grace given us in Chriff Fefus
before the world began, 2 Tim. i. 9. THolinefs, un-
blamable and immutable holinefs, fuch as the faints
will enjoy in heaven, is not the caufe, but the fruit
of elettion.

Mention 1s made of fome of thole grand bleflings
which are the immediate fruits of ele€tion in Chrift;
which eleétion, as it gives us being, union, and in-
tereft in Chrift, {o it fecures all {piritual bleflings, and
in fuch a manner, that they cannot be forfeited by
us. He mentions predeftination to the adoption of
children by Jefus Chrift to himfelf, as a branch of
elettion grace, and afcribes it to the good pleafure
of God's will.  Predeftination to the grace of adop-
tion, is an high privilege, whereby we become the
{fons and daughters of the Lord God Almighty, which
is founded upon our union with Chriil, and the mar-
riage relation between himfelf and us.  He being the
Son of God, we, by being his bride and fpoufe, be-
come the {ons of God allo by adoption, This is faid
to be, 70 the praife of ihe glovy of his grace : to which
he fubjoins another benefit, He hath made us accepled
in the beloved.  We here {tand upon the high and eter-
nal mountains of God’s fupralapfarian grace. Here
arc three great and tranfcendent afls of grace, which
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are not founded upon, nor do they ftand in connec-
tion with the glorious mediation of our Lord Jelus
Chrift; but they belong to us, upon the relation we
bear to his perfon. As the renowned Dr. Goodwin
favs: ¢ God chofe us to be in Chrift, and becaufe
“ he is holy, we muft be holy: holinels therefore is
“ eflential to our being in Chrift. God predefti-
¢ pated us in Chrift; therefore we muft be his fons,
“as he 1s, and fo we are predeftinated to adoption
% in him his natural Son. And then, God hath ac-
¢ cepted us in the beloved, and therefore as he loveth
him, {o he loveth us;” which acceptation in Chrift,
God’s beloved Son is, as I conceive 1t, a far higher
att of grace, than to be juftified in Chrift, or par-
doned through Chrift’s moft precious bloed{hedding.
Thefe afls of grace are eternal ones, which all flow
from Gods everlafting love, delight, and compla-
cency, which he took in Chrift,; and in the church
confidered in him. To which let me add, that eleflion
and blefling us with all {piritual bleflings ; adoption
and acceptation in the beloved, are all {fpoken of in
the paft tenfe, and without any mention of Chrift as
the mediator of reconciliation. It is at the next verfle,
the tenfe is altered, the language changed, and Chrift
as the Redeemer mentioned. The elett falling from
their creature purity and righteoufnels by Adam’s tranf-
greflion, they needed redemption from this ftate of fin
and milery, and Chrift their head of grace and gloy,

[ A
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became their Redeemer, Dz whom we bave vedemption
through bis blood, the forgivenefs of [fins, according to the
viches of bis grace, which brings us home to our text :
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Fobercin be bath abounded toward us in all wifdom and
pradence.  The apoftle having mentioned the grand
particular bleflings which we have in Chrift, holds
forth the decree of the means, and the benefits which
depend upon what Chrift wrought and did for us. He
redeemed us by his blood ; and this he performed in
this world.  And in refpect to this work, he is to be
confidered as a Redeemer, and we as fallen, guilty,
finful creatures. This great work is mentioned with
its glorious benefits, and the fountain from whence it
proceeds, in the 7th verfe: upon which he comes to
the application of all this grace to the hearts of God’s
chofen ones in effe@tual calling. Wherein (fays he) God
bath abounded toward us in all wifdom and prudence.
So that here we may view our intereft in all the
perions in the Godhead, and their grace and joint
concern towards us. IHere is a glorious teftimony
given concerning the three perfons in the {elf-
exiflent Godhead, and a clear account of their afls
of grace towards, in, and upon us. Here is eleca
tion attributed to the Father, redemption to the
Son, and fanétification to the eternal Spirit. In the
words of my text we have the application of divine
grace to the elet in regeneration; who as members
of Chriil, their living head, are in this life made par-
takers of his Holy Spirit, who gives them a {crip-
tural, faving knowledge and perception of Chrift,
works in their hearts that faith which cleaves to him,
and gives them a fanftified wifdom to improve their
knowledge of Chrift to their foul’s profit and benefit.
We will endeavour, by the Lord’s bleffing, to divide
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and confider the text in the following order: by ob-
ferving,

Firft, how God hath abounded towards the eleét,
in all wifdom and prudence in ele€ion and the fettle-
ments of grace. |

Secondly, by viewing the aboundings of it in the
perfon and work of the Mediator.

Thirdly, we will view the aboundings of it, in the
application and revelation of it to the hearts of elett
finners by the Holy Ghoft,

We will firft obferve, how God hath abounded
towards the ele@t in all wifdom and prudence in
elettion, and the fettlements of grace. Our text
{cems to exprels the aboundings of God’s grace, as
it fhines forth manifeftatively in the everlafting gof-
pel, in which the wifdom of God is difcovered in an
amazing manner, and to an amazing degree. The
grace of God abounded towards the clett and beloved
ones, and broke forth in its riehnefls, freenefs, and
fulnefs, in eternal elettion, when the Lord fet apart
his chofen ones for himfelf, and [eparated them to
be his poffeflion and inheritance. The aboundings of
grace In the eternal, perfonal, immutable choice of
the veflels of mercy, formed in the womb of eletlion,
and afore prepared, ordained, and appointed by the
decree of God for eternal glory, exhibit altogether
an amazing, tranf{cendent, fovereign difplay of divine,
everlafting love; whereby God makes himfelf known
to be unto his people in his love, what he is in his
own nature—unchangeable. I am the Lord, I change
wot. I have loved thee with an everlafling love. 1t may
be {aid to be abounding grace and love, fceing it con-

I
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tains the original of all gifts, graces, and bleffings.
Hence the Scriptures have {o much to fay of it,
becaufe from it, as an inexhaufiible fountain, flows
the gift of Chrift’s perfon to be an head and medi-
ator of union and reconciliation.  All the grants and
beftowments of grace, the covenant of peace, the
gift of the Spirit, cternal glory, centre in, depend
upon, and are fupported by, this everlafting foun-
dation, eleflion-grace ; of which Paul fays, The foun-
dation of God flandeth [ure, baving this feal, the Lord
knoweth them that are bis, 2 Tim. ii. 19. The Scrip-
tures difcover to us, that all the grace we ever
fhall have was given us at the very firft, when
God firft loved us, 2 Tim. 1. 9. And Paul {peak-
ing of elettion, faith, The gifts and calling of God
are without vepentance, Rom. x1. 29. And he tells
us elfewhere, e have recerved the fpivit of God, that
we may know. the things which are freely given lo us
of God, 1 Cor. ii. 12. To which I {ubjoin the
very words of the renowned Dr. Goodwin on this
fubjett: ¢ My brethren, when God firt began to
““ love you, he gave you all that he ever meant to
¢ give you, in the lump, and eternity of time is that
% in which he is retailing it out. [ will be gracious
“ 10 whom I will be gracions. And then all the good-
¢ nefs that he means to communicate to them, unto
% whom he is thus gracious, is a paffing before them
¢« even unto eternity. Firft, the giving his Son, he
¢ came firlt in the train; and then giving his Spirit,
¢ and then grace and glory; and whatever variation
¢ of glory there is to come, it is all but paffing on of
¢ the train; itis all but the communicating of that
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¢t goodnefs of his, which he did ordain, the firft time
« he thought on thee to love thee.” The everlafting
gofpel 1s but a copy of God's love; the original of it
is in the heart of God, founded upon the eternal
tranfattions of the eternal Three. God, before all
worlds, made a promife of eternal life and grants of
grace to Chrift his Son, for us; and all bleffings
which God beltows on the elett, are faid to be attu-
ally given in Chrift, ere they are attually given to
us. This is evident from thele words: God hath bleffed
us with all fpiritual bleflings in Corif.  So his purpofe of
faving us, is faid to be purpofed in Chrift Jefus our
Lord, Eph. 1ii. 10, 1t. All the promifes revealed,
are but the manifeftation of God’s original promife;
copies, as it were, of that which 'was made to Chrift;
in whofe breaft, as one expreffes it, the original of
our records is kept: and the application of thofe
promifes to us, is but the writing out the counterpart
of what was done in heaven. As all promifes were
made in him, fo all promifes were firlt made to him,
and to us, as one with him; which feems to be the
apoftle’s meaning in thefe words : He faith not, and to
Seedsy as of maiy; but as of one, and to thy feed, which is
Chriff.  From what hath been delivered, we may view
the aboundings of God’s free grace towards, and upon
us, confidered in Chrift in eleétion, and in the ancient and
cternal fettlements of grace; it is divinely manifefted
in the gofpel, and an open difcovery is thereby made
known to us: which brings me to my fecond parti-
cular, to view the aboundings of God’s grace in the
perfon and work of the Mediator.
Iz
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This leads us to view the projett of divine grace
refpecting the elett, under the confideration of the fall.
¥ may fafely venture to fay, that Gods decree con-
cerming the fall, as it was holy, wite, and good; {o
it was defigned to manifell his love to the eleét in the
utmoft manner and mealure. God,-—Father, Son, and
Spirit, upon the forefight of the fall, provides an able
mediator and furety, to make all fafe and fure to
eternity, We can never contemplate the everlafting
covenant, but we muft contemplate the elett as fallen
from that flate of creature grace and purity in which,
at creation, they were formed and placed. Adam,
the firft man, was the head of all mankind, and was
created pure and holy, and the whole ftock of crea-
ture grace and holinefs was depofited and left to his
carc and management; and the ele&, as well as the
non-cleft, were in him by creation and reprefenta-
tion, only with this amazing difference and diferi-
mination, that the clefl were alfo in another head,
even in Jefus Chiift their Lord; in whom, and not
in Adam their nature-hcad, were contained all their
free grace, f{pirttual, and glory-bleflings. So that,
though the elett, confidcred in their naiure head, by
the fall, lof God’s moral image, and partook of
the dreadful effeéts of that finful depravity, which is
the confequent of Adam’s apoftacy; yet they are to
be diftinguithed in the fall in this way. The non-
ele@ loft their all, their whole ftock by Adam’s fall:
but the ele@, though they loft all that the firft Adam
was to have commuunicated unto them, and were
brought by him into an cftate of fin and mifery, yet
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they did not lofe their intereft in Chrift, their title to
glory; thefe bleflings being given them in Chnft
Jelus.

God’s ele€t, confidered as fallen, are finners; chil-
dren of wrath by nature, even as others; equally as
{inful inherently, and as juflly deferving of damnation,
though not in danger of, nor liable to it; becaule de-
livered from it by Chrift. It is a neceflary obferva-
tion to be attended 10, that God’s elett are to be con-
fidered by us in two diftintt heads, Adam and Chrilt;
~and the confideration of their union to each of them
would ferve to caft great light upon our minds; and
help us to make a proper diftinétion concerning their
ftates as belonging to thele two. The elett may fafely
be laid to be fententially under condemnation in fallen
Adam; and are ftyled children of wrath by nature, as
confidered in him and defiled by his corrupting their
whole nature.  And they may be faid to be holy and
beloved, as confidered in their head Chriit and inte-
refted in him. But to proceed: when Jenovan de-
fcended to creation atts, and raifed cut of nothing this
vifible firutture of the univerfe, asa theatre on which
he meant to aét his glorious purpofes and defigns, he
created man in his own image in righteoulnefs and true
holinefs ; gave forth his royal law, in which he forbade
all fin upon pain of eternal damnation; and upon the
breach of which, all was entirely to be loft. Man,
elett men, confidered as fallen, drew forth the myfie-
rious defigns of grace into atl and execution; in
which God abounds to us in all wifdom and pru-
dence,

I3
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The finding out a proper perfon to be a mediator
of rcconciliation, is to be afcribed to God as the effett
and fruit of his infinite wifldom. He who was ap-
pointed and conftituted by the Father to be the head
of the elett, was fingled out and fitted to be the fa-
viour of his myftic body. Of whom Jenovawu the
Father {peaks with pleafure and delight, faying, I
bave found a vanfom : I bave laid help upon one who is
mighty. As the infinite depths of wifdom are difplayed
in pitching upon an able furety, fo the fountain of
everlafting love was difcovered, in God’s fo loving an
ele@t world, tbat be gave bis only begotten Som, that
whofocver believeth on bim flould not perifb, but bave ever-
lafling life. 'There is an abounding of JeEnovau’s
grace in all wifdom and prudence in the whole myfte-
rious work of falvation by Jefus Chrift. What depths
of wif{dom are difcovered to us, and fet before us in
the perfon of the mediator, God-man! who is, as
eflentially confidered, God: as perfonally confidered,
the fon of the living God, and as conftituted and ap-
pointed in the council and covenant of grace, to the
work and office of {alvation. He is God-man who
afflumed our nature into perfonal union with himfelf,
and by it became what he was not before, namely, man
as well as Ged: God and man being perfetly united in
the perfon of one Chrift.  The laying him as the foun-
dation and corner-flone for our faith and hope to reft
upon and centre in, and the imputation of our fins, ini-
quities, and tran{greflions to the perfon of Chrift, are
owing to the abounding of Jeunovawn’s grace. The
inflition of the curle and wrath due to the eleét for
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fin, upon the perfon of their glorious undertaker and
furety, is an aftonifhing inftance of divine grace. The
acceptation of Chrift’s perfon, obedience, and facrifice,
in the room and ftead of the eleft, together with freely
pardoning them for Chrift’s fake, and cleanfing them
from all unrighteoufnefs, through the Saviour’s moft
precious blood-fhedding, is furprifing, abounding
grace! The confounding the devil, and his being
overcome and eternally conquered by the {fon of God
in our nature, as it was to Satan’s everlafting thame and
grief, {o it illuftrates and difplays the wif{dom and pru-
dence of God: to which we may add, the difplays of
Jernovawn’s grace, love, mercy, and holinels in this
great defigh. God could have taken the elett to glory
without any neceflity of Chrifi’s performing the work
and part of a mediator, if it had pleafed him. For it
was the fall rendered Chrift’s work abfolutely necef-
fary, which fall Jrmovau could have prevented, if
{o it had pleafed him. But bis love, which is the
bond of union between him and his people, being
ftrong encugh to hold to eternity, is to be vented in
this ftupendous manner. God the Son is to lay down
the life of his human nature, that the love of the Fa-
ther may be revealed to the uttermoft. Herein is
love ; not that we loved God, but that be loved us, and
fent bis Som to be the propitiation for our fins. Grace
fhone forth in elettion—was richly difplayed in the
council and covenant of peace, and it reigns through
the righteoufnefs of Jefus unto eternal life. Mercy
opens her richeft ftores, and will difcover its amazing
fulnefs in the recovery of the elett from their lapfed

14
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ftate and cafe. The holinels of Jrmovan fhines
forth with an incomprehenfible Llaze and luftre in the
whole economy of redemption work. By this divine
difplay of the perfons and perfe&ions in the Godhead,
we fee {in punifhed, and the finner faved—the holy
moral law, which is broken by finners, fulfilled and
magnified by the furety of the ele, the Lord Jefus—
a facrifice offered by him, which is as honourable
to divine juftice, as fin was dithonourable to it—an
expiation made for fin to the higheft content and fatif-
fattion of law and juftice—with fuch bleflings flowing
from the obedience and facrifice of the immaculate
Lamb, as will increale Jenovan’s manifeftative glory
and praife throughout all time; yea, throughout the
ages of eternity. 'What an abounding of grace is this,
for us who believe, though finners in ourfelves, to be
made the very righteoufnefls of God in Chrift Jefus
our Lord! for us, whofe natures are black with ori-
ginal corruption, from whence have flowed many a€ls
of tranfgreflion, to be fair, all fair, without fpot, un-
blamable and irreprovable before the throne; by the
imputation of Chrift’s obedience and atonement unto
us! Thou art (lays Chrift) all fuir, my love, there is
#o Jpot in thee. The blood of Fefus Chriff (fays John)
cleanfeth us from all fin.

This brings me thirdly to view the aboundings
of grace in the application and revelation of ity
made by the Holy Spirit to the hearts of ele@ fin-
ners ; and which is what the Scriptures {tyle, calling,
and we, effettual calling.  As the love of JeHOVAH
the Father is chiefly fpoken of under the aft of elec.
tion, and exprefled by his fo loving us, as to give his
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only begotten Son to be our head and mediator of
union, having the fall in view; loving us {o as to give
Chrift to be the redeemer of the eleft, fetting him
apart, anointing and confecrating Chrift from ever-
lafting to be the lamb to be flain to take away fin;
{o the love of the Son of God {hines forth in his ancient
and everlafting delights in the eleét fons of men—in his
engagements with his Father on their behalf—in his
open manifeftation of his love by his myfterious incar-
nation, obedience, and laying down his life for us.
By which life we are to underftand, the life of the hu-
man nature exalted into perfonal union with the Son
of God. The love of the Holy Spirit alfo is difco-
vered, by revealing the everlafting tranfaltions between
the Father and the Son in the written word, and by
enlightening our minds into a true, faving, {piritual
knowledge of the Father and of Chrift. But what I
am chiefly to confider is, the abounding of grace in
the open revelation and manifeftation of this grace to
the foul at firlt converfion. ¢ God’s love (fays one)
¢ is like a river, or a fpring that runs under ground,
¢ and hath done fo from eternity. Where breaks it
¢ up firlt? Where doth this fountain begin to iffue
¢ forth? When a man 1s firft called—then that love,
¢ which hath run from everlafting under ground, and
¢ through the heart of Chrift upon the crofs, breaks
“ out into a man’s own heart too: and it is the funda-
¢ mental mercy of all grace and glory what{oever.”
When the Holy Spirit, in effettual calling, is pleafed
to make an mward revelation and application of the
falvation of Chrift to the foul, it is indeed heaven
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dawning upon us, and divine grace abounding towards
us; for by it dead firners are quickened, hard hearts
foftened, great fins manifeftatively forgiven, and great
mercy difplayed and magnified. The Holy Ghoft,
who 1s the Lord and giver of all fpiritual life, gives
poor finners, in a day of his power, to know that God
is love—he prefents to their {piritual view Chrift as
crucified for them; fets before them the amazing free-
nels and boundlefs fulnefs of divine grace ; and makes
an application of Chrift and his ialvation to the foul,
enabling the believer to fay, God is my folvation. But,
that which I conceive as moft principally intended Is,
the aboundings of God’s grace in all wifdom and pru-
dence in the following way. By wifdom and pru-
dence, 1 think may be underftood, not only the gofpel,
which contains an account of the glorious riches of
free grace, but alfo I apprehend they may here intend
the work of God's {pirit in the foul ; and that by wif-
dom, the grace of faith may be intended, and by pru-
dence the principle of holinefls; which two, though
not radically diftinét, they being but one, the root and
fruit, yetit picafeth the Holy Spirit thus to diftinguith
them, informing us hereby, that faith is principally con-
cerned in converfing with the truths and doérines of the
gofpel; and that prudence, or holinefs, is the means
of our proving the truth of what the Lord bhad taught
us, inwardly and effetually from his word and by his
fpirit. At converfion, there is a manifeftative abound-
ing of divine grace, inafmuch as God the Spirit, as
the comforter, comes to dwell and make his abode in
our fouls, to fet us apart to be the Lord’s, by fepara-
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ting us from an evil world, and faving us from an un-
godly converfation. It is at this time we are openly
invefted with, and inftated into, all the bleflings of
grace and glory, and begin, in cur own fouls, attu-
ally to partake of everlailing life, according to our
Lord’s declaration, He that believeth on me bath ever-
lafting life. Now itis that forgivenefs of fins and par-
doning mercy are made known to the foul; and our
ftate being thus changed, as in regeneration we pafs
from death to life, this change is accompanied with
thole glorious fruits and manifeftations of God’s free
grace, as the grand blefiings of it ; and we fee and feel
that our fins are forgiven, that they are blotted out,
that our names are written in the Lamb’s book of life,
that we are juftified and made everlaftingly righteous
in him, that God is at perfett peace with us, and
hath forgiven us all trefpaffes. At this great {eafon,
it is fometimes vifibly perceived by us, and fpiritually
and aftually felt, that we are quickeped together with
Chrift, with life from him, and are divinely drawn
forth in atts of fpiritual life upon and towards him.
All our fpiritual aéts of faith, are living, real, {piritual
aflts, put forth in our fouls by the Holy Spirit upon
Chrift, and the Father, as.reconciled in him. If we
could keep clear and diftin&t thoughts refpeéling the
grace exprefled to us, in effetiual calling, it would be
a great blefling to us in real experience. Itis the
revelation and application of all that Chrift hath done
for us, and an invefling us into a manifeftative intereft
in Chriff, to the end that we may by faith in him,
enjoy all the bleflings of our heavenly Father’s love
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and grace, in that daily walk with God which we are
cailed to. T would here oblerve, it is a matter of
moment to us to confider what the Scriptures fay upon
this point. I will quote two, and leave them without
any explanaticn for your own fludy and meditation.
The firft is, 1 Cor. i. 9. God is faithful, by whom ye
were called unio the fellow/bip of his Son Fefus Chrift onr
Lord.  The fecond is, 1 Pet. v. 10.  The God of ail
gracey, who bath called us unio bis eternal glory by Fefus
Chriff.  Give me leave to fay, it is lofs of time to
think and pore fo much as many do, to fee and find by
looking mto themfelves, whether they are effettually
called, while they altogether negleét to confider what
the Scripture fays refpetting it. It is a grand flum-
bling block, in the way to our enjoyment of fpiritual
bleffings, to doubt of our intereft in them. One of
the great operations of the Spirit upon our fouls is to
bring us {piritually to know Chrift, and to believe
in him, his work, grace, and fulnefs. It is an ever-
lafting truth, that there is fuch a thing as affurance,
and that fome enjoy a fenfe of pardoning mercy.
But, I would afk, how it is they come by this? It is
in believing.  Hear the apoftle upon this {ubjeét in
verfe 13th of the chapter before us.  In whom ye alfo
trufled after that ye beard the word of 1ruth, the gofpel of
your [alvation: mn whom alfo afier that ye believed ye were
Jealed with that Holy Spirit of promife.  Hearing goes
before believing, and the fpirit feals his own truth
upon the heart, and by it leads us to know our parti-
cular intereft in it. Obferve it well. He does not
comfort you by marks and figns of grace, nor by the
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fruits and effefls of faith, but he comforts you, as
e takes of the things of Chrift and fhews them unto
vou. DBelievers, review what the Lord did for you
when he firft called you by his grace. It may be, 1t
was the happieft feafon you ever yet enjoyed. I will
fay it for you, this was what your fouls were then
taken with, the love of Chrift in dying for {inners—
the pardon of your fins, through the blood-fhedding
of Chrift.  Your fouls ftood amazed at the views you
had of being juftified in the glorious righteoufnels of
Jefus. Was it not thus? And how is it with you
now ? It may be, for {o it frequently befalls believers,
that your hearts are not fo happy in Jefus, your {ouls
not fo burning with love to him, nor you fo depen-
dent upon him as you then were. I have known 1t to
be the cafe with fome real believers, that the longer
they have lived, the more legal they have been: in-
deced, we fhould guard againft every thing which hath
the leaft legal influence upon us, and pray the Holy
Spirit to gofpelize our underftandings, hearts, and
minds, with fpiritual fights of Chrift. The Lord give
you to confider your high calling, dignity, and privi-
lege, and help you to live out of yourlelves upon
Chrift Jefus. And what hath been delivered, as far
as calculated to this blefled end, may he moft graci-
oufly blefs.  Amen,



