S ERMON V.,

MEesstan’s FINISHED WORK.

st iR————

Danirr, Chap.ix. Ver. 24.

Sevenly wweeks are deteymined upon thy people, and upon
thy boly city, to finifb the tranfpreffiony and to make an
end of fins, and to make veconciliation for iniguity, and to
bring in everlafling vighteoufnefs, and to feal up the vifion
and prophbecy, and to anoint the moft boly.

IN this chapter, we have an account of the prophet
Daniel, how he, being fenfibly affetled with the
defolation brought upon Jerufalem, and the temple,
and upon the people of the Jews, on account of their
fins and tranfgreflions, was thereby led fo feck unto
the Lovd, by prayer and fupplicalions, with jfafiing and
Sackcloth and afbes.  He had, by reading and fearching
the prophecy of Jeremiah, and by feeking the face of
God in prayer, been led by the Holy Ghoft to un-
derfland tbe number of 1he years, whereof 1he word of the
Lord came unto Feremiab the prophety that be would ac-
complifl fevenly years in the deflations of Ferujalem,
The propet Daniel, having been led to the underftand-
ing of this, humbles himfelf before the Lord, and ac-
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knowledges, with fhame and confufion of face, his
own fins, and the {fins of his people. His confeflion of
{in, in verfes 5, 6, is very particular: he there vindi-
cates God’s juftice, acknowledging the fins of his peo-
ple, as the jult caufe and reafon of the judgments the
Lord had righteoufly inflited upon them. In verfe
9, he begins to plcad God’s mercies; and at laft con-
cludes, in begging that God would canfe his_face to fline
upon bis fanfinary, that is, upon his church, for zhe
Lord's fake, that is, for the Mefliah's fake. And having
mentioned this as a moft prevailing motive, he is drawn
out to pray with very great importunity in verfes 18,
19. And we have the remarkable anfwer which the
Lord was pleafed to give this his fervant in the twen-
tieth and following veries. And while I was [peaking
and praying, and confelling my finy and the fin of my people
Ifrael, and prefenting my fupplication before the Lord my
God, for the koly monntain of my God, (that is, for the
church called the holy mountain, becaufe it was built
upon mount Zion, and it was holy, becaufe it was
God’s habitation). 2ea, whiles I was fpeaking in prayer,
even the man Gabriel, (it was not a man, but an angel
who appeared in the form of a man) whom I bad feen
in the vifion at the beginning, being canfed to fly fwiftly,
touched me about the time of the evening oblation. There
were two lambs offered every day, one in the morn-
ing, and the other in the evening, and they were typi-
cal of the lamb of God, which hath taken away the
fin of the world. And Daniel had this vifion about
the time of the evening facrifice, which might be an
item to him, and ought to be fo to us, that our
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prayers are accepted and anfwered, only upon the
account of the facrifice and intercefion of Jefus
Chrift. And be informed me, that 1s, the angel in-
formed Daniel, and talked with me, and faidy O Daniel,
I am now come forth to give thee fkill and undevflanding,
At the beginning of thy fupplications the commandment came
Sorth.  Very likely the commandment of Cyrus, to
give the Jews leave to return to their own land, and
to build the temple of the Lord, had that very morn-
ing been given forth., Aid, I am come fo flew thee,
for thou art greatly beleved, thevefore underfland ihe mat-
tery and confider the vifion.  Seventy tweeks arve determined
upon thy pecple, and upon thy holy city, 1o fini/h the
transgreffion, andl to make an end of fin, and to taake vecon-
ciliation for sniquily, and lo bring in everlafling vighteou/-
nefsy and to feal up the vifion and prophecy, and to anoint
the moft boly. The angel had addrefled Daniel under
the title of greatly beleved, and by the meflage he
brought him, he appeared to be greatly beloved in-
deed: for how could the Lord’s love be more clearly
manifefted unto bim than by hearing his prayer, and
{fending him an immediate an{wer, and fuch an one as
contained a clufter of ineftimable mercies, mercies of
a {piritual, and of an eternal nature and duration, the
bleflings of which would be felt upon earth, and en-
joyed ii: heaven, The words of our text may be con-
fidered as a confirmation of the promife of the Mel-
fiah’s coming, of the time of his coming, and the
work to be performed by him. He was to finith
tranfgreﬂibn, to make an end of fin, to make recon-
ciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlafting righ-
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teoufnels. Jeflus Chrift was the great and grand fub-
jett and end of all prophecy. To him gave all the pro-
phets witnefs. They bore teftimony concerning him,
as the Son of God—as one of the coeternal perfons in
the Godhead, whe had covenanted with his Father to
be the furety of his people, and who was to become
incarnate, and to be cut off by the {word of divine
juftice for the fins of his people. They gave witnels
unto his {ufferings and death, and fpoke of the glory
that thould follow, as the confequence thereof ; how,
that the Meffiah being wounded for the tranfgreffions
of his people, and having made his foul an offering
for fin, he fhould be raifed from the grave, and be
exalted as Mediator at God’s right hand ; from whence
he fhould fhed abroad abundantly the Holy Ghoft
upon his apoftles, and render his gofpel, and the
preaching of it, effe€tual to the pulling down the
firong holds of fin and Satan, and bringing his own
people to the knowledge and acknowledgment of him.
The prophets with one voice bear their teftimony,
that through his moft precious blood-fhedding, the
pardon of fin would be obtained and beftowed, as
the fruit of it; and, that through his name, whofo-
ever believeth in him, fhould receive, as the gift of
God’s free grace, remiffion of fins. Indeed, the
words of our text contain the fum and fubftance of
the glad-tidings of the everlafting gofpel.  And here
we have firft, the time marked out for the Meffiah’s
coming. The Lord had been pleafed to promife to
fend his people a Saviour, a great one, who fhould
deliver them. He had made known by his fervant
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§faiah, that Chrift fhould be born of a virgin, and that
he fhould come from Jefle’s withered flock; by
the prophet Micah, that Bethlehem fhould be the
place of his birth; and by the prophet Daniel, he is
pleafed to declare the exatt time of his coming.  Se-
wenly weeks are delermined upos thy peopley, and upon thy
boly city. By thefe feventy weeks, we are not to un-
derftand weeks of days, but weeks of years, and thefe
fcventy weeks make 490 years; during this fpace of
time, the Jews, through the liberty given them by
Cyrus, were to return unto their own land. They
were now in Babylon, and God had foretold by the
prophet Ifaiah, that he would raife up Cyrus, whom
he calls his thepherd, Ifa. xliv. 28. who was to build
the city of jerufalem; that is, caufe it to be builded,
and bey {ays Jenovam, fhall fet go my captives, (that is,
the Jews, who were at that time captives in Babylon,
and this was to be done freely) not for price, unor re-
ward, faith the Lord of Hofls,  And this prophecy con-
cerning Cyrus, was given out, and he was prophefied
of by name more than 200 years before his birth.
The Jews were to return unto their own land, build
the city and temple at Jeruflalem; and from the going
forth of the decree granted by Cyrus to do this, to the
Mefliah’s coming, was to be about the fpace of 490
years: at which time Chrift was to affume man’s na-
ture, appear in the fecond temple as was prophefied
of by Haggai, perform the great work of man’s {alva-
tion, and fulfil all the types and prophecies concerning
himfelf, We will next confider the great work which
the Mefliah was to do, and this our text tells us was
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io fini/b the tranfovefion, to make an end of fins, lo make
yeconcilialn for iniquity, and to bring in everlafling vighte-
oufnefs.  In the council of the Eternal Trinjty, it was
decreed and appointed that Meffiah fhould be cut offy
but not for himfelf. And Jelus, who is Jrmovam,
and, in the Godhead, coequal and cocternal with the
Father and the Holy Ghoft, was gracioufly plealed to
engage on the behalf of his people for their falvation.
He who is the brightnefs of his Father’s glory, and
the exprefs image of his perfon, in whom all the fulnefs
of the Godhead dwelleth fubftantially, was pleafed, in
the fulnefs of time, to take hold of the nature of his
people, and, by the affumption of it, to come into the
world in order to fave his people from their fins. The
Eternal Father preparcd a body for him; the Holy
Ghoft formed it in the virgin’s womb; Chrift, the
Eternal Son of God, affumed it into perfonal union
with his own perfon; and in our nature, which Chrift
affumed, he was pleafed to fuifil and perform all that
was written concerning him. Behold this wonder of
wonders! The great God, glorious in holinefs : born
of a finful virgin, born in the likenels of finful flefh,
made under the law, and taking upon him to fulfil and
perform the whole, and the utmoft demands of it!
Jefus Chrift, as to his human nature, was perfelly
holy ; and as our great high prieft, he was bolinefs unto
the Lord. There was nothing in his heart but was
perfettly agreeable to the law of God. And this
divine Saviour and furety, who was God and man, in
the perfon of one Chrift, was pleafed to perform the
following work—7o finifh the tranfgrefion. Now here
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let us inquire how Chrift did this? He did it in the
following way : he was the furety of his people, put
himfelf in their law place, room, and ftead; and, as
their prielt, he prefented himfelf before the Lord, and
the Father laid their iniquities, tranfgreffions, and fins
upon him. He, the Lord Jefus Chrift, bore them
in his body upon the tree. And, as on the great
day of atonement, obferved by the Lord’s command
among the Jews once a year, the high prielt laid both
his hands on the head of the fcape goat, and confefled
over him all the iniquitics of the children of Ifracl, and all
their tranfgvelfions in all their fins, puiling them upon the
bead of the goat : (fee Levit. xvi. ver. 21.) {o God the
Father laid help upon one that is mighty to bear the
fins of his people; and upon our Lord Jelus Chrii,
he laid the fins, iniquities, and tranfgreffions of his
people. He took off from their perfons all their ori-
ginal guilt and attual tranfgreflions, and laid them
upon Chrift, the antitype of the fcape goat. And as
the goat carried away their fins into a land not inha-
bited, {o Chrift, by his death, removed the f{ins of his
people, and bore them away by his facrifice out of the
{ight of God. He has, fays the apoftle, Hebrews ix.
ver. 26. put away fin by the facrifice of bimfelf; and, in
confequence of Chrift’s bearing the tranfgreflion of
his people, and finifhing it by his life and death, the
Plalmift, in the 103d Plalm, faith, 4s far as the Eaft is
from the Wefly fo far bath be vemoved onr tranfgrefjions
Sfrom us.  Jefus Chrift himfelf alone upon the crofs
finifhed tranfgreflion. He made a full f{atisfallion
unto divine juftice for it. He endured the curfe and
H



98 Meffial's finifoed TWork.

wraih of God due unto it; and he faid, It 75 finifbed.
'The whole will of his Divine Father was fulfilled and
firifhed by him. All the types and prophecies re-
ceived their perfe€t accomplifhment in him. The
tranfgreffion of his people was finithed in him, he bear-
ing 1t, and enduring the curfe due unto it; fo that
hereby he for ever delivered his people from con-
demnation. He was likewife to make an end of fins.
This he did, and how he did i, the apoflle tells us, it
was Cy the facvifice of bimfelf.  Chrifi, {ays he, once in the
end of the world bath appeared 1o put away fin by the facyi-
Jice of bimjelf. His eternal Godhead was the altar—
his human nature was the facrifice, and his Deity gave
an infinite and everlafting virtue and efficacy to the
facrifice, {o that it was a facrifice of a {weet {melling
favour. The perfume of it filled all heaven with its
divine odour. It refrefhed the heart of God the Fa-
ther. It gave infinite and everlafling fatisfattion; and
upon the account of it, Jemovamn, the Father, fays,
to all that flee to Jefus for refuge, I wiil be merciful to
your unrighteoufinefs, and your fins and your iniquities will 1
vemember no move.  Fle bath made bim 10 be fin for us, who
knew wo finy that we might be made the righteonfuefs of
God in bim. The Lord bath laid on bim the iniquity of us
all.  Chrift died for onv fins.  He fuffeved once for fin, the
uf? for the unjuft.  He was wounded for our tranfgreffions—
be wvas bruifed for our iniquitics: the chaflifement of onr
peace was upon bim.  He bath wafbed us from our_fins in
bis owon bloed.  And by his one offering of himfelf, he
hath perfeétly put away the fins of his people, and
made an end of them; for Chrift’s obedience and
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blocd hide all our tranfgreflions from view. He was
likewile f0 make veconiciliation for iniguity; and this he did
by the fthedding of his own moft precious blood. The
apoftle tells us, that Chrift 75 our peace: and how our
Immanuel, the Prince of Peace, did this, we are in-
formed in the firft chapter of the Coloffians, and at
the 2oth verfe. It was, through the blood of bis crofs.
By means of his blood fhed upon the crofs; by his
blood-fhedding, fufferings, and death, the juitice of
God was perfettly fatisfied, and peace was made be-
tween God and man &y the blood of the everlafiing cove-
zant. A paflage way is hereby made into the holy of
holies. God is pleafed to take to himfelf the high ftyle
and title of the God of peace: and the Holy Spirit, by
bringing the poor finner to believe on the Lord Jefus
Chrift, and to reft upon his finithed work, gives the
foul hereby to enjoy peace with God, through faith in
Jelus Chrift our Lord. Chrift was likewife 70 bring
i everlaling #iphtecifnefs, and this he did in his holy
life, and which he finifhed in his death. The holy
law of God, broken by the fin of man, Chrift per-
fettly obeyed. When he came into the world, he
faid, Lo, I come 10 dothy will, O God ; thy law is within
my beart, And the God-man was in heart perfeétly
holy—in life, perfeétly fpotlels. He, by his obedi
ence, magnified the law, and made it everlaflingly
honourable; and by his obedience, he brought more
glory to the law, than though all the angels of Geod,
and all mankind had perfeétly kept it. He brought
more glory to divine juftice, by his {ufferings and
death, than though fin had never entered into the
He
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world. For he that obeyed, and he that fuffered,
was God in our nature, God over all blefled for ever ;
he, in whom dwelt all the fulnels of the Godhead
bodily. Here was Jenovan's fellow, whofe name is
the Lord of holts, obeying, and fuffering in our nature,
and making his foul an offering for fin.  And Chrift’s
rightcoulnels, being the righteoufiels of him who is
God, is hence called the righteoufnefs of God, Rom.
x. ver. 3. And it is the righteoulnels of God; foraf-
much as God the Father appointed it, and required
it—God the Son fulfilled it, and God the Holy Gholt
reveals it, and fhews the belicver the glory thereof,
and helps him to truft in Chrift as Jemovam his righte-
oufnefs. It is faid to be an everlafling vighieonfuc/s ; and
it is the only garment of {alvation, the only robe that
can adorn our fouls, juftify our perfons, and prefent
us faultlefs before the throne of God. It has been
thus exhibited by the Leord in the revelation he has
been pleafed to make of himfelf ever fince the fall.
And as it is the only rightcouflnefs of the faints, and
continues to be the fame throughout all ages, it may
be juftly called an everlafting righteoufnefs; and it
may well be called everlafting righteoufnefs, as it was
from everlafling prepared and provided in the co-
venant of the trinity; and as it will continue to the
days of eternity. It is a righteoulnefs great and glo-
rious, in which the faints fthine, and will for ever fhine,
with glory, luftre, and brilliancy, before the throne.
This is the believer’s wedding drefs. In this molft
perfett obedience he is juftified from all things. In
this robe the Father views him all glorious, all com-
plete, without fpot, or wrinkle, or any fuch thing.
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Iere is, as the great Dr. Goodwin exprefles it, ¢ a
¢t greater and a more wanfcendent righteoufnefs, than
“ ever appeared cither in the law, oris inherent in the
¢ angels. For if all their righteoufne{les were put into
“ one, it could but juftify themfeives, it could not
“ fatisfy for the leaft breach of the law in another.
¢ But in Chrift, as fet forth in the gofpel, we fce a
‘¢ righteoufnefs of breadth, that it is able to cover the
“ fins of millions of worlds—of that length that it
“ reacheth to eternity ; and no fin in God’s people
“ can wear it out, or nullify the virtue of it.”
This righteoufnefls frees the believer from condemna-
tion, and Jays a bleffed foundation for hope in God.
Chrilt was likewile 70 feal up the vifion and prophecy.
All that God had {poken in vifion to his prophets,
concerning the incarnation, life, and death of his co-
equal and coeternal Son, was to receive in Chrifl its
utmoft accomplithment. Now the bright and morn-
ing ftar appearing in him, and by him, all God’s mind
and will was to be uttered and made known, and
Chrift was to be, as it were, the fecal of God’s truth
and gracious declarations ; and the promifes of God
in him would be fouund faithful and true, yea and
amen, which are fome of the great words of God,
When he fpeaks of his love to his people, he fays,
Yea, I bave loved thee with an everlafling love ; and
when he promifes, he fets his amen unto them.
And all the promifes of God in him, that is in
Chrift, are yea and amen; and Chrift is God’s amen.
All his love and mercy to his people are trea.
fured up for them in Chrnft; all his promifes arg
Hg
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made unto them in Chrift, and have been fulfilled
unto Chrift. He is in the pofleflion of all the good
contained in them ; and he is almighty to beflow upon
his people every grace and bleffing. The Father has
fealed Chrift as Head and Saviour of his people. He
has treafured up in him all fulnefs; and Chrift, as the
head, has it to communicate to all his members: and
out of his fulnefs his people receive grace for grace.
Chrilt, as God’s holy one, was to be anointed : by
which we are to underfiand the call of Chrift, and the
{etting him apart to the great work and office of falva-
tion. He is in the text called 7be mof! boly, in allufion
to the holy of holies. And indeed he is the moft holy,
and has been celebrated by the creatures, the fera-
phims, with a thrice holy—Foly, boly, holy, is the Lord
of hofls : the whole earth is full of bis glory. And the
evangelift John, quoting this paflage from the prophet,
fays, thefe things fard Haiab, when be faw bis (Chrift’s)
Zlovy and fpake of bim. He was the moft holy ; and he,
the moft holy, in concert with his eternal Father and
eternal Spirit, undertook the work of redemption.
He, as Man, Mcdiator, was anointed with all the un.
meafurable fulnefs and unttion of tlee Spirit's grace,
and this woft holy and infinitely blefled God-man has
done all things well ; and, having put away fin by the
facrifice of himfelf, he is entered into the moft holy
place, where he appears before the throne as a lamb
newly {lain; and where he, as our true high prieft,
prefents himfelf as the everlalting reprefentative of
his chofen ones, wearing their names upon the breail-
plate of his heart, and appearing in the prefence of
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God for them. And, as the high prielt, on the great
day of atonement, entered by means of the blood of
the facrifice into the holy of holies: fo Chrifl, by
means of his own blood, entered as our great high
pricll into heaven itlelf, there to appear in the pre-
fence of God for us.  And, as the high prieft carried
into the holy of holies fome {weet-fmelling incenle,
and fumed it between the Cherubims: fo Chrifl, by
his divine interceffion for his people within the vail,
perfumed their fervices, and in him, and by him, they
arc accepted. And, as the high prieft, when he came
out of the holy of holies, ufed to blefs the people in
the mame of the Lord: fo Jefus Chrifi, the great
high prieft of his church and people, blelies his peo-
ple from hcaven with fpiritual bleffings; and fends
down the Holy Gholt to turn them from their miqui-
tics, to convince them in their confciences effettually
of finy of wighteoufnefs, and of judyment ; and to
fhew them what Jefus has done and fuffered; and
then to take of the things of Chrift, and fhew them
their interefl in them. And when our great High
Prielt fhall come out of the holy of holies, then he will
lift up his facred hands, and blefs all his people in the
name of the Lord, faying unte them, Cume ve &lefizd
of my Father, inberit the kingdom prepared jor you from 1be
Joundation of the world. On the day of atonement, after
the fcape goat had carried the fins of the people into
the wildernefs, and the high pricft had performed the
fervices of the day, the jubilee trumpet ufed to be
founded, and it was a joyful {ound : for it proclaimed
liberty unto perfons in diftrefs.  And 1n confequence
H 4
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of the eternally efficacious atonement which Chrifl has
made, the trumpet of the gofpel founds, and it is a joy-
ful found: for it proclaims pardon and peace, life and
falvation, freedom and liberty, from fin and Satan, death
and hell, through the facrifice of our Lord Jefus Chrift.
It is fuppofed by Grotius, that the g2d Pfalm was
defigned to be fung on the great day of atonement ; and
it muft be allowed, that no Pfalm could fuit the folem-
nity of that day better: for it begins thus, Blefed is
be whofe tranfgvefion is forgiven, and whofe fin is co
veved.  Bleffed is the man unio whom the Lord imputeth
not imquity. Now, that this was exattly fuited to the
fervice of this day, will appear, if we confider that
they had feen by faith, in a type and figure, their fins
laid on the {cape goat and carried away by him, and
the iniquity of the land thereby removed: and there-
fore they might well fing, Blefled is be whofe tranfpre/-
Sion 1s forgiven, and whofe fins are covered: blefled is the
man wito whoir ihe Lord will not tmpute fin. Now there
is nothing that can cover or hide our fins from the eye
of God’s juilice, but the blood of Chrift. He only is
our propitiztion, which word fignifies a covering.
The mercy-feat was called a propitiatory, becaufe it
covered and hid what was contained in the ark, and
the Lord was reprefented as looking down upon it,
And, the ark being a type of Chrift, and the law, the
two tables of the covenant, being put into the ark, it
typified the law written upon Chrift’s heart, and ful-
filled in his life, and the mercy-feat pointed out his
expiatory death: fo that here, in a figure and type,
was clearly fet forth how Jefus hides all our tranfgrefs
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fions from the Father’s view. That his blood is a co-
vering f{o thick, that God’s juftice being fatisficd with
the fhedding of it, and God himf{el{ having placed it
to the account of his people, all their fins are covered.
And the apoftle Paul will tell us plainly who thofe per-
{ons are unto whom ihe Lord imputeth not fin. They
are thofe unto whaom God imputeth vighteoufuefs wvithout
works, Rom. iv. 6. Now it may be obicrved for our
comfort, that itis not iaid by the Hoely “hotr, blefled
is the man that never finned—or blefled is the man
who has no fin in iim, or who feels no {in. No,
bleflea be God! for then we muft have been eter-
nally confounded. Butit is, &leffed is the man to whom
the Lord will not impuie fin. And the man to whom
the Lord will not impute {in, 1s be unto whom God
imputes the righteoufnefs of the Lord Jefus Chrift;
whole fins he has laid upon Chrift, and which have
been already carried away by him, and put away by
his {acrifice, Here is the believer’s blefled {tate, he
is one with Chrift. The Father beholds him in the
beloved, all fair and complete. And herein the be-
liever’s blefledne{s confifts, to know his union with,
and his intereft in the Lord Jefus Chrift, and this is
made known unto him by the Holy Ghoft. Heis
the revealer of it; and he bears his teftimony in the
heart and conlcience to the truth of it. May the
Holv Ghoft fhine upon his own truth, and blefs it,
and to his name ihall be the praife, Awen.



