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SERMON IV.

Curist’s DEMAND oOF H1Ss FATHER ON THE
BeEnarLr oF THE G1VEN ONES.

SR

Joux, Chap. xvii. Ver. 24.

Lathery I will that they aljo whom thou baft given me be
with me wheve I am ; that they may bebold wmy glovy

which thou baff given me : for thou lovedlt me before
the foundation of the world.

HIS chapter prefentsus with aview of our moft

adorable Jefus, the Son of God, the great High
Prieft of his church and people, praying for his whole
myflic body. Zanchy calls this prayer, ¢ The founda-
¢¢ tion of the church from the beginning of the world to
% the end of it.” And certain it is, that like as the
facrifice and death of Chrift extend iheir influences
and efhicacy from the beginning of time to the end
of it, and reach all the eleét of God, and they are
faved in confequence of it: fo this wonderful prayer,
which may well be ftyled, The Lord’s Prayer, extends
its influence to all the people of God, who are equal-
ly interefted in it, and as truly benefited by it, as
they are by his death. We have in it a pattern and
copy of Chrift’s interceflion for his church, in the
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Holy of Holies. Our Lord Jefus had glorified his
Father upon carth, by his moft perfect obedience un-
to the law, in the room and ftead of his people; and
he was now about to offer up the facrifice of his fin-
lefs humanity, upon the altar of his Deity, to atone for,
purge, cleanfe, fanify, and deliver his people from
all their fins before the Lord.  And he, having as 1t
were the price of redemption in his hand, ready to
pay down to the fatisfattion of law and juftice,
here prays to his Divine I'ather in confequence of it.
It may be truly faid, that this is the greateft chapter
in all the New Teftament. The g3d chapter of Ifaiah,
is the greateft chapter in the Old Teftament, and this
is the choiceft in the New: the former reprefents our
adorable Mefliah, as the fin-bearing, and the curfe-
fuftaining Saviour; and this reprefents him as our in-
terceding high-prieft, wearing the names of all his
fpiritual Ifrael upon the breaft.plate of his heart,
appearing in the prefence of God for them, and plead-
ing, in confequence of his facrifice offered upon earth,
for the communications of grace and glory unto them.

In this facred Scripture now before us we have the
following particulars.

Firft, the perfon praying, and that is our adorable
high-prieft, who is the Son of God, and who for our
fakes became the Son of Man.

Secondly, here is the perfon prayed unto, and that
1s God the Father, the God and Father of our Lord
Jefus Chrift, of whom the whole family in heaven and
carth is named.

Thirdly, here are the perfons for whom this prayer
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is offered, and that is, for the whole eleftion of grace,
for a]l the myflical body of Chrift, for all whom he
redeemed by his moft precious blood.

And fourthly, here is what Chrift prays for, and it is
for the greateft and choiceflt bleffings the people of
God can enjoy either in earth or heaven. Thele
things being premifed, let me exhort you who are
believers to draw afide the curtain, and look by
faith, yea, enter with boldnefs, into the holieft of
all, and behold what the God-man is doing for you
in the heaven of heavens. This chapter gives you
the cleareft view of your Mediator, as atting for you
in the court above. You may here fee, by faith, how
your perfons are reprefented by him, that you are
complete in him, and your names infcribed on his
heart, which burns with everlafting love towards you;
and that he makes ufe of all the intereft he has in the
Divine Father on your behalf, and for your benefit.
It is truly blefled to view our Jelus as Jrrovau our
righteoufnefs, and to behold him as bearing our fins,
and as wounded for our tranfgreflions: but to {ee him
crowned with glory and honour, in confequence of
this, as feated at his Father’s right hand, with the
crown of crowns upon his head, to obferve his heart
eternally fixed upon us, and to hear him demand
heaven for us; this, difcovered by the Holy Ghoft
to the underflandings and hearts of God’s beloved
and called people, cannot be exceeded but by an
aftual admiffion of their perfons within the vail, and
by a fight of Chrift face to face in heaven. To take
a more particular view of this chapter would, I fear,ex-
ceed the limits of the prefent difcourfe. Let it fuffice,
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therefore, to obferve, that we are here taught, that
eternal life confifts in the knowledge of the only true
God, and Jefus Chrift, who, by eflential union with
the Father, and the Holy Ghoft, is the true God, and
eternal life; and eternal life depends as much upon
the knowledge of Chrift as Mediator, as upon the
knowledge of God. For God, in his divine perfons,
is only made known to us in and by the Mediator.
God, who commanded the light to fhine out of darknefs, bath
Sbined in our bearis, 1o give the light of the knowledge of the
glory of Gad in the face of Fefus Chrifi. 2 Cor. iv. 6.
The faving knowledge of the Godhead is attainable
only by Jefus Chrift. Al things are delivered unto me
of my Father: and mno man knoweth the Son but the
Father : neither knoweth any man the Father, fave the
San, and be 1o whomfoever the Son will reveal him.
Matt. xi. 27. Our Lord fays to his Divine Father,
with whom he is coequal, coeternal, and coeffen-
ttal, I have glorified thee upon the earth, (by his
incarnation and obedience) I bave finifbed the work
which thon gaveft me to do. He had magnified the law
by his moft perfe&t obedience unto it, in the law-
place, room, and ftead of his people, and was now
about to {uftain and endure its penalties ; and he
prays, that as the law-fulfiller, and as the atonement
of his people, proof might be given of the high com-
placency, fatisfaétion, and pleafure his Father had in
his life and death. Awxd now, O Father, glorify thou
me, with the glory which I bad with thee before the world
was. At the 11th verfe he commits, as it were, all
his people into his Father’s hands, and leaves them
to his care. And now E am no more in the world, but
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thefe are in the world, and I come to thee. Holy Fatber,
keep ibrough thine own name thofe whom thou haft given
wicy that they may be one, aswe are. At the 1qth verfe
he prays for their fanttification.  Sanéiify them through
thy truth : thy word is truth ; for it is by the belief of
the truth the eleft are fantlified, 2 Thefl. ii. 13.
And for their fakes (fays he, ver. 1q) I faniZify myfelf,
that they alfo might be fanclified through the truth. Which
words refpett the offering of his body and foul in
facrifice for the fins, and in the law-place, room,
and ftead of his-people. W’ are fanitified, faith Paul,
Heb. x. 1o. fbfaugb the offeving of the body of Fefus
Chrift.  For by one offering be hath perfeiled for evey them
that are fanilified, or, leparated; for the word in this
place docs not mean internal fanétification, but fepa-
ration. Al thofe who were feparated by the Father’s
everlalting love, in the decree of eleflion, had all
their fins perfetily atoned for, made an end of, and
put away by the facrifice of Chrift’s body and foul
upon the crofs, out of the fight of, and removed from
before the Lord; and fuch perfons are fantlified by
the truth. ¢ That is,” fays Dr. Gill, ¢ have all their
“ fins expiated, and they are cleanfed from all the
« guilt and filth of them, through Chnft himfelf,
¢ and  his facrifice, who 1s the truth, or in the
¢ truth, as it may be rendered, really and truly,
# in oppofition to the legal facrifices, which atoned
¢« for fin, not really, but typically.” Our Lord
proceeds to pray, not only for his apoftles, who were
now prefent, but for all who fhould believe on bim
through their word. That they all may be one, as thou
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Father art in ine, and I in theey that they alfp may e
one in us,  And this being the principal bleffing in
grace, union with himfelf and his Divine Father, he
repeats 1t again in verfes 22, 23, and then in the 24th
verfe, which contains the words of our text, he
fpeaks to his Divine Father, on the behalf of his
people, thus, Father, I will, that ihey alfo whom theu
bafi given me, be with me wheve I am, that they may
bebold sy glory which thou baff given me ; for thou lovedft
me before the foundation of the world. The words of
our text naturally lead us to takea view of the highelt
and deepeft aét of grace towards the ele&t of God,
which mounts to the higheft pinnacle of’ glory that
it was poflible for them to be raifed unto; I mean,
union, real and aflual union, with the Son of God,
confidered as God-man; who, as fuch, is the fellow
of the Lord of Hofts. And that I may deliver my-
felf the more fully and clearly, I muft obferve, that
this 1s a fubjelt of pure revelation, and contains the
utmoft and ultimate defigns of Jemovau’s grace.
In order therefore to launch into this boundlefs
ocean, which is too vaft for the higheft angel
or faint in glory fully to comprechend, we muft
attend clofely unto what is revealed and declared
on this fubjett by our Lord in this chapter.
He prays in the verfes immediately preceding the
text, for the open manifeftation of the union which
was between him and his ele®, which is in itfelf
wonder{ul and indiffoluble ; which union is the fun-
damental bleffing, the fountain, and fpring of all
other bleflings; and which our Lord fpeaks of to
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his Divine Father thus, [ i1 them, and thou in me, that
they may be made perfei in onc, and that the world may
know that thou baft feni me, and baft loved them as thou
baft loved me. In which words we have the pedigree
of our union difcovered. As firft, the Father is in
Chrift, and then Chrift is in believers. This fcrip-
ture, in my view, makes the eternal and incomprehen-
{ible union of the three coequal and coeternal perfons
in the felf-exiftent godhead, the pattern and founda-
tion of it.  There are Three which bear record in beaven,
the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghofl, and thefe three
are one in eflence, equal in power and glory. And the
divine perfons have a mutual inbeing in each other,
in mutual love and delight, and 1n pofleffion of one
common and equal glory. And asnothing can add to
God’s eflential bleflednefs, fo nothing out of God can
be a motive unto him; and therefore if it be his plea-
fure to go forth into creature atls, his {upreme fove-
reign will muft be the {ole caule, and his own glory
muft be his ultimate end and defign. And this is
aflerted in Scripture, Thou baft created all things, and for
thy pleafure they are and were created, Rev. iv, 11.
The Lord bath made all things for bimfelf, Prov. xvi.
4. which was his fole and fupreme motive. »Who bath
St given unto bim, and it fhall be recompenfed unto bim
again.  For of bimy and through bim, and to bim ave all
things: to whom be glory for ever. Amen. Rom. xi.
35, 36. The principal glory he defigns to himfelf in
the eleftion of his people, is the manifeftation of the
glory of his grace. Now in the vafl heart of God it

was his fovereign will and pleafure to lay his coequal
G
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Son as the foundation of all his decrees, purpofes, and
defigns. He chofe and appointed him, in whom, as
{fecond perfon in the trinity, all the eflential fulnefs of
the godhead dwelt, to be the head of the whole clettion
of grace. [ was, lays Chiilt, fer up jfrom everlafling,
Srom the beginning, or ever the earth was, Prov. viii.
23. which words refer to his being fet up in his office-
charafler and capacity, as God-man mediator—the
head of his body the church. He exifted from ever-
lafting as the eternal Son, and the effential word of
God; and he was fet up in his office-charatter and
capacity as head of his people, and bore the title of
God-man from everlafting ; and the elett were chofer
in bim before the foundation of the world. Eph. i. 4.
Chrift, as God-man, was the objett of eletlion, the
head, root, and foundation of the ele€t. He hereby
became the man, the fellow of the Lord of Holfts,
the delight of the Father, who ufhers him into the
world, faying, Bebold mine elet, in whom my foul delight-
eth. And Chrift, in the 8th of Proverbs, tells us,
I was daily bis delight, fpeaking of his Divine Father.
And adds, aftonithing grace! My delights were with
the fons of men, ver. 31. Chrift, who in his perfon
is by nature effentially God, the incomprehenfible
Jehovah, is now to be confidered by us as God-
man: in this view of him, he is the brightnefs of the
Father’s glory, and the exprefs image of his per{on; in
whom God the Father could behold with unfpeakable
pleafure and delight, all his perfeftions difplayed—
his glory difcovered to the uttermoft—and view
his ele@t with everlafting pleafure and fatisfa&ion,
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Jefus Chrift is the foundation in elettion, all the elett
being chofen by the Father in him, were laid upon
him, and are one with him from everlalting, He,
the head, and they, his members; and this laid the
foundation for his furetifhip-engagements with the
Father on their behalf. He is ftyled by the apoftle,
the head of the church : he was their head in eternal
elettion ; and they, by their fall in Adam, beingina
ftate of fin and mifery, he undertook and became
their Saviour from it. The Scriptures treat of
thefe three wonderful and incomprehenfible unions.
Firft, of the union of the three divine perfons in the
Godhead. Secondly, of the union of our nature with
the perfon of Chrift the Son of God. And thirdly,
of the union of Chrift’s perfon as God-man unto the
perfons of the ele€t ; upon the account of which union
it is that God loves the eleft as he does Chrift himfelf.
Thou baft loved them as thon baft leved me: and this
union is real and eternal, and will iflue in eternal
glory. So then, there is not only an effential union
between the Father and the Son as they are one in
eflence, but there is a union between the Father and
Chrift as mediator, and Chrift is the medium of our
union with God; and both the Father’s union with
Chrift, and his with us, are for our perfetlion ; becaufe,
whatfoever grace Chrift hath, by virtue of his union
as mediator with the Father, is to be communicated
unto us, according to our neceffity. It hath pleafed
the Father to treafure up all grace and glory for us in
aur living and everlafting head. Qur /ife is bid with
Chrift in God, And from our union with Chrift flows
Ga



84 Chrift's Demand of bis Father

communion. In confequence of it, we partake of all
the henefits of his undertakings for us, and fhall enjoy
uninterrupted fellowfhip with him in heaven through-
out cternity.

Now it is the utmoft bleflednefls of grace which the
elel are to enjoy, and which Chrift makes mention of
in the words of our text. Nothing wiil content the
heart ¢f Chrift, but that his church and people thould
be brought unto, and pofleffed of the utmoft blifs:
and this is to be continued unto them, and enjoyed
by them for ever.  Fathery, I will that they alfo whom
thou bafl given me be with me where I am, that they may
behold my glovy which thou baft given me : for thoy lovedft
me before the foundation of the world. ‘Thefe words con-
tain the {trength of Chrift’s love, and the uttermoft of
his defire ; and nothing fhort of this, of {eeing all his
people in glory, and prefenting them before his Fa-
ther, faying, Lo, I, and the children which thou haft
given me, will fatisfy his heart, and give him true com-
placency. Thefe words difcover what the heart of
Chrift is towards us, now that he is entered into
cternal glory ; for when he uttered thefe words, he had
a view of the glory he was about to poflefs: and yet,
as though heaven would be no heaven to bim, except
he had all the travail of his foul, the purchafe of
his blood with him in glory, he fpeaks to his Divine
Father, not in a fupplicatory, butin an authoritative
manner, Fathery I willy that they alfo whom thou baft
given mey be with me where I am, that they may bebold
my glory.  In attempting further to open and explain
this truly great and fublime paffage, I fhall endea-
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vour to fhew what this glory is which Chrift demands
for his people. And indeed the words may be confi-
dered as a demand; as it is upon the footing of the
everlafting tranfattions which had been between his
Father and himfelf, and upon the performance of his
covenant-engagements, that he thus addreffed his Di-
vine Father. This is clear from the whole of the chap-
ter. And it is likewife plainly difcovered, that the
whole of his undertakings and work was folely for the
fake, and upon the account of thofe elett perfonswhom
the Father had given to him, and for whom he became
incarnate. And this he carefully obferves, and ufes
as a motive which he knew would work upon his
Fathei’s heart. He had before in this prayer faid,
Thine they were, and thow gaveft them me ; and he now
again will be {ure to obferve it; which leads us natu-
rally to make this obfervation, that Chrift’s intercef-
fion extends its influence no further, nor for any other,
than thofe whom he died for. His interceffion is
founded upon his oblation. The high prieft under the
law, was to bring a cenfer full of burning coals, taken
from off the brazen altar, and incenle in his hands, and
put it upon the fire before the Lord, within the vail, that
the cloud of the incenfe might cover the mercy-feat.
Levit. xvi. 12, 13. Now as the high prieft going into the
holy of holies after the facrifice, was a type of Chrift’s
afcenfion after he had offered himfelf upon the crofs;
fo the blood he was to fprinkle was a type of Chrift’s
blood; and the incenfe he was to kindle, burn, and
fume between the cherubims, was a reprefentation of
Chrift’s interceflion in heaven : and the burning coals
G3
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taken from off the altar of burnt offering, fignified
not only that Chrift’s execution of his prieftly office in
heaven, was founded upon the facrifice of himfelf
~upon earth; but likewife that the fame everlafting
love which he manifefted towards his people in laying
down his life for them, is fo far from being abated
by all the forrows and fufferings he has undergone
and endured for his people, that he is moved and
attuated by the fame love which he had in his heart
when he made his foul an offering for fin, to plead
their caufe in the holieft above. In our further at-
tempting to explain the text, I would firft endeavour
to fpeak of what this glory is which Chrift here de-
mands, and fignifies unto his Divine Father, that it is
his will his people fhould behold, and which he calls
my glory: and thefe wards of our Lord, ver. g,
may ferve to be a guide unto us. He had there ut-
tered himfelf thus, Aud now, O Father, glorify thon me
with the glory which I bad with thee before the world was.,
And what this glory was muft be the fubje& of our
prefent inquiry. Now in the firft place, he had the
eflential glories of the Deity, as the Son of God—a
glory which was effentially and underivatively pof-
fefled by him, and which glory was not given him,
nor layed down by him ; nor was it to be begged for:
for our adorable Jefus is Jemovan by nature, the
felf-fubfifting, and the all-fufficient God; and the
glory of his Godhead he could not part with, and
therefore it is not his effential glory he here {peaks of.
But, fecondly, the glory here {poken of, is the glory
which belongs to Chrift as God-man, a glory due to
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his perfon as thus confidered. It is a perfonal glory
due unto him and given unto him. To fpeak more
fully in the words of Dr. Goodwin: ¢ It is the glory
“ of the very Godhead dwelling perfonally in him,
“ breaking forth in, and fhining through his human
 pature. As if the fun, being encompafled with a
“ cale of cryftal, how glorious would that cryftal
“ be! a glory, fuch as is only worthy to appear in
¢ him that is one perfon with God. This is the
“ greateft and higheft glory, as well as myftery, God
“ manifefled in the fleth, feen of angels, taken up
“ into glory.” This glory that was thus due to the
perfon of Chrift as God-man, is the glory which he
had by defign and appointment; and which, as he
bore the title and charalter of God-man, he had with
the Father before the world was ; and it was this glory
Chnft laid afide, and emptied himfelf of, and which
the Scriptures treat fo largely of. For it was a right
and due belonging to the human nature which the Son
of God in wondrous grace afflumed, to have been
immediately exalted and glorified in heaven. But,
n order to perform the mediatory work, and aft in a
mediatorial charatter and capacity, our adorable head,
the God-man, Jefus, Jemovan, humbled himfelf;
and though he was rich, (for all the fulnefs of the God-
head dwelt in him) yet for our fakes he became poor,
that we, through his poverty, might be rich. Over
and above Chrift’s glory, as Jemovaun cflentially, as
God-man,inwhom all the fulnefs of the Godhead dwel-
leth bodily, or fubftantially, he has an acquired glory,
refulting from his work of mediation, confidered both

G 4
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as an head, and a redeemer of his church and people;
and therefore my interpretation of the glory Chrift
prays for on his own behalf, and wills for his people,
is, that the glory of his perfon as God-man may ap-
pear, and the glories of his mediatorfhip be difco-
vered, and he be polleffed of it, allo that bis people
may behold him in his perfonal and mediatorial glo-
ries in which he fhines within the vail: to this
may be added, that the appearance of Chrift be-
fore his incarnation, gives fome inttnation of it. In
the 6th chapter of Ifaiah, the prophet fays, Iz the
year that king Uzziab died, I faw alfo the Lord fitling
upon a thyoney bigh and lifted wp, and bis train filled the
temple. Above (or about 1t) flood the fevaphims, each one
bad fix wings ; wiih twain be covered bis face, and with
1wain be covered bis feet, and with twain be did fly. And
one cvied unio anoltber and faid, Holy, boly, bely, is the
Lord of hofts, the whole earth is jull of bis glory.  And
that that prophecy and vifion referred to him as
God manifefted in the flefh, is evident from Chrift’s
own application thereof to himfelf, as prophetically
fpoken of him who was to come, Thefe things faid Efais
when be faw bis glory and fpake of bim, John xii. 41.
And the apoftle John, fpeaking for himfelf and other
apoltles, fays, We bebeld bis glory, the glory as of the
only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. And
Peter, who was prefent when the glory of the Godhead
darted its rays through the manhood, breaks forth,
faying, W'e were eye-witneffes of bis Majefly. And I
apprehend it, and therefore fpeak it, that Chrift will
be the fole medium in heaven by whom we fhall
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enjoy God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoit, to the
uttermoft perfetion of blifs and happinefs ; and there-
fore our beholding the perfonal glories of Chrift,
our feeing and beholding him face to face; in this will
confift the beatific vifion. In him God will be to us
all in all; and what higher felicity can be thought of?
What greater bleflednefs can we partake of, than to
behold, gaze upon, and enjoy God m Chrift? To
fee all the glories of the Deiiy fhining forth in the per-
fon of God-man? Having very faintly endeavoured
to give an hint of what I apprehend to be the meaning
of the glory of Chrift, fpoken of in the text, I proceed
to confider how the faints become entitled to a fight of
it; and this, I could venture to affirm, is theirs in
confequenc‘e of their union with the perfon of Chrift;
and which I think may be gathered from the words of
the text. For the argument or motive that Chrift
urges is this, For thou lovedfi me before the foundation of the
world. Now Chrift was loved in his elettion from
everlafting, and the elett with him, and they were
chofen in him, and out of that love were given unto
him; and to what end, or for what purpofe? Even
to behold, admire, and adore him in his perfon and
glory, that being what they were ordained for, more
than for their own glory: and which he mentions
not, for it arifeth from their beholding his, and
was ordained for bis. ¢ And if it be alked what
“ glory is it of Chrift's they are to behold, the an-
¢ {wer is, the glory of his perfon, firft ablolutely de-
¢ creed him, which is the heighth of his glory in hea-
% ven, where it is they are ordained to behold it.” Dr.
Goodwin. And Chrift refolves God’s loving and
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elefling them into this as its caufe : For thou loved? me
before the foundation of ihe world.  So that here it may
juftly be obferved by us, that God’s grace towards us
is beyond all our thoughts and conceptions, as it is
manifefted in this wondrous aét, in choofing our per-
fons in Chrift, and loving us with the fame love he
does him. And this s the uttermoft of Chrift’s will,
and difcovers his boundlefs love unto us, that we,
the ele€t, thould be where he is to behold his glory:
Father, I will, that thofe whom thou haft given me, be with
sie wheve I am, that they may hebold my glory which thox
bafl given me: for thou lovedft me before the foundation of
the world. Let us view and admire the unfearchable
grace of Chrift. How is his grace towards us difce-
vered here! He loved us from before all time. His
delights were with the fons of men from everlafting.
When about to become incarnate, he uttered himfelf
thus: Lo, I come, Ideligh? 1o do thy will, O God. When
he had affumed our nature, he, as though all his de-
light was in fuffering for his people, fays, I lay down
my ke for the fbecp. And here it is, Father, I will,
that they alfo whom thon bafl given me be with me where 1
am. Chrift is in heaven at his Father’s right hand, and
has the crown of pure gold upon his head. He is
made moft bleffed for ever, as Mediator; and where
ke is, his people are to be alfo, that they may behold
his glory. His prefence, a fight of him, and the enjoy-
ment of him, conftitute the heaven of heavens in eter-
nal glory. And here I end. May God the Holy
Ghott blefs the reading of it,  Awen,



