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SERMOC N XXIII,

A REAL CHRISTIAN, A MaN 1Ny CHRIST.

et
2 Cor. Chap. xii. Ver. 2.
I knew a Man in Chrift ; ory, A Man in Chrift.

F all the apoftles and minifters which our Lord

Jefus Chrift ever had, or will have, Saul of
Tarfus (afterwards called to be an apoftle) was and
will be found the greateft. He received the gofpel im-
mediately from Chrift. God revealed his Sonin him :
fo that his knowledge and underftanding of the Father’s
everlafting love to the perfons of the eledi, of the Son’s
complete and everlafting falvation, and of the teftimony
and witnefs of the Holy Spirit to the truths and doc-
trines of the everlafting gofpel, were {uch, that he
fays himfelf, I was not a whil behind the very chiefefl
apofiles : whilft in the true humili{y of his own fpiri-
tual mind, he adds, I am nothing. His faith in Chrift
was [uited to his knowledge of him, firm and un-
feigned ; his love to Chrift was fervent, flaming, and
vehement ; his zeal conftant; fo that he was continu-
ally employed in {preading the name, fame, honour,
and renown of his moit adorable Lord., He rejoiced
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in fo doing, and thanks God for the effe&ts which
followed 1t, faying, Now thanks be unto God which
always cauyfeih us to triumph 11 Chrifly and maketh mani-
Jof} the Javour of bis knowledse by us in every place. For
we ave unto God a fweet favour of Chrifl.  As his very
foul was engaged in this moft delightful work, fo
his travels were great, and his journies very many.
Bunting, one of our Englifh geographers, computes,
that from Paul’s firft fetting out from Damalcus; to
preach the unfearchable riches of Chrift, to the time
of his being a prifoner at Rome, he had traverfed one
hundred and ninety thoufand two hundred and feventy
miles.  As he was o fully and fpiritually illuminated
by the day-{pring from on high, and molt abundantly’
fuccefsful, he had many enemies. Even fome who
called themfelves apoftles and minifters of Chrifi,
withftood, f{poke againft, and backbit him. He
fpeaks of thefe in the two former chapters; as alio
of his fufferings and perfecutions for the gofpel’s
fake. Yet the church of God 1s gainer hereby to the
prefent moment. It was the occafion of bis giving
us an account of his rapture into heaven, and of what
befell him afterwards, in which we have a choice expe-
rience of his, that, in all probability, would have been
concealed, had it not been for the oppofition which
he met with,  He begins this chapter thus: I is not
expedient jor me, doubtlefs, to glory. No one was a greater
enemy to glorying in the flefh. He was dead to all
below Chrift. He was fully determined to glory only
in the crofs of Chrift, He therefore alters the {ubjett
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he was conftrained by thofle he wrote to, to be upon.
Yet he muft give them to know he had a knowledge
of the vifions and revelations of the Lord, as much as,
and more than any of them could boaft of. How-
ever, he {peaks of it in a concealed way. [ knew a
man in Chriff. He means himfelf. Ile knew himlelf
to be one v Chrift, and with Chrift ; and he would
not view bimnfell abfiraéted from him, nor fpeak of
himlell but as i him. 1 kweww fuch an one above four-
teen years ago, caupht up into the third beaven. Yet
I cannot fay concerning this, whether the body and
foul were tranfported thither. How this was I cannot
tell.  Yet this I know ({uch an one, whetker in the
body, I cannot tell 5 or whether cut of the body: how
this was, I cannot fay, God knoweth the cale. Yet
I know the trath of this) that fuch an one was canghs
up 1o the thivd beaven.  And I kuew fuch a man : (1whe-
ther in the body, or out of the lody, I cannot tell, God
kroweth) : bow that he was caught up into paradife,
and beard unfpeakable waords, which it is not latoful (in
the margin it 1s no/ pofible) for a man to utter. 1 know
the truth of this rapture. Yet whether the foul was
abfent from the body, and thus admitted into the
immediate prefence of Chrift; or, whether the body
and foul were raifed up to the ftate of glory, this I
cannot fay ; it is the truth of the being tranflated firft
to the third heaven, then to paradife, is all I know, or
can declare of the matter. Moft conceive the third
heaven and paradife one and the fame. I rather prefer
Dr. Goodwin on this point, who confiders the third
heaven to be the ulumate flate of glory, in which
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body and foul will be glorified, and where God,
in all his perfons and perfeflions, will be to ele@
angels and {aints, a// 7z all; and paradife, the im-
mediate {tate bctween this- and the relurre@lion of
the ele&l in their bodics, that flate into which Chrift
entered immediatcly on his yielding up the ghoft, and
to which he promifed to admit the thief, faved on the
crofs, when he faid to him, Verily I fay unto 1hee, to
day jLalt thou be wub me in paradife. W hat the apofile
faw in heaven, in paradife, he {peaks not of. He
tells us he beard unfpeakable words : {uch as he could
not himfelf utter on earth. My defign is to fpeak of
the definition given of a Chriftian, of a real believer,
in thele words, I kwew a man in Chriff. My iext,
however, will be fhorter, as I fhall confine it to
the words @ man in Chril.  Which are a true defini-
tion of a {piritual man. "Twenty folios could not,
fays Mr. Romaine, have fo fully expreffed it. A
real Chriftian, a true believer, a child of God, he
who is born again, is a man in Chril. The expref-
fion is comprehenfive; the title 1s glortous. The idea
raifed in our minds from it by the Holy Ghofi, is hea-
venly and divine. To be i Chryfl is true blefled-
nels : to know Chrift is true Chriftianity : to receive
Chrift is the very effence of it : to believe on Chrift
is life everlafling: to live on Chrift 1s pratlical godli-
nefs: to die in Chrilt is real bleflednefs : and to live
with Chrift in the flate of bleflednefs and glory, will
be the confummation of everlafting blifs. May the
Lord the Spirit be moft gracioufly prefent with me,
whilft ] attempt to give you the fubflance of the words
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before me,—a man in Chrif. Even fo beit, O Lord!
As the knowledge of Chrift, as fet forth in the
golpel, is a moft invaluable blelling; fo alfo to know
Chrift to be ours, or, in other words, to know our
perfonal mntereft in him, is of valt importance. Ny
one can call Fefus Lord (my Lord, and my God) &ut by
the Holy Ghaji. My defign is, to point out how this is
made known to any of us, from the word, and by the
Spirit of God. Therefore from thefe words or this
definition of a real believer, @ man in Chriff, 1 will fet
before you the following particulars :

Firft, I will confider the words themfelves, @ man
in Chrifl ; the very phrafeology being vafily inftruc-
tive and fignificant.

Secondly, I will inquire into the original of being
i Chrifl.

Thirdly, how our being iz Chrij is manifefted by
regeneration and a new creation in us.

Fourthly, in what way and manner the Holy Ghott
gives us evidence and proofs thereof.  And,

Laftly, the bleffednefs and fruits thereof,

According to what is propofed in my divifion of the
fubjeét, I am firft to confider the words them clves,
a man in Chrift ; the very phraleology being very
inftructive and fignificant. A4 maw in Chriff.  This is
the only place where this peculiar phraleology occurs.
We read of believers in Chrift ; of being in Chrift;
of being one Spirit with the Lord, 7. ¢. with the Lord
Jetus, but no where of a man in Chrif, but in the
paflage before us.  And as it is ufed but this once in
all the Bible; and when an account is given of the
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apoftle’s being favoured with vifions and revelations
of the Lord, it is the more remarkable, and worthy
of our notice. The phirafe, @ man in Chriff, ferves to
point out and fuggeft the vaft difference of a man in
Chrift, and a man out of Chrift. It implies, that
what a man in Chnit is, he is, in confequence of his
being in him. It points out his high original. It
fhews that our apoftle would confider of no beirg he
had, but what he had in him. That he confidered
him{elf as having being and well-being in him. He
fpeaks fuitably to this, when he ellewhere fays, There-
Jore if any man be in Chrifl, be is a new cveature. Sug-
cefling that a new creature, or a new creation in the
foul, arifes from being 7n Chriff. Thele two words,
in Chrifl, are as important as any in the New Tefta-
ment. Thefe words in our text come home ftill
clofer unto us. We are either in Chrift, or out of him.
As Mr. Romaine ufed to {ay, ¢ Sirs, you are either
¢ in Adam, or in Chuft. If in Adam, you are in
¢ your fins; and dying in union with him, you will
« perifh everlaftingly. If mn Chrift, you are not in
“ your fin, becaufe he hath faved you in himfelf
¢ with an everlafting {alvation.” The cxprefficn, a
man i Chrifl, is moft fully adapted to keep up in our
minds the valt difference and diltinttion between a
real believer, and a nominal one; it contains alfo in
it matter for the mind to contemplate on. As the
phrales, Lord’s day, Lords table, Lord’s fupper,
Lord’s word, Lord’s people, carry with them a {tamp
of dignity and majefty ; {o the expreflion, a man in
Chbrifi, does the fame, It is inftruttive, as it implies

-y
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that being in Chrilt is a matter of the greateflt im-
portance. It is very fignificant, as it fhews from
whence the believer's all comes, even from Chrift,
in whom it hath pleafed the Father that all fulnefs
fhould dwell.  Let then this title, @ man in Chrifl, be
confidered by us, in its importance and fignificancy.
Let us learn to make a proper ufe of this phraico-
togy. Let us make the true and only diftinclion
between man and man by it. And may the Lord
him'elf fanélify the ufe of it unto us, for his own
name, his truth and mercy’s fake. 1 proceed accord-
ing to my divifion of the fubje&t before us,

Secondly, to inquire into the original of being i#
Corit.  If we make the inguiry, and fearch the facred
records for it, we fhall find, that our being, and
well-being in Chrift, our union to his perfon, and
interelt in bim, are founded on the everlafting love
of Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft; and that it is the
fruit of that eternal att in the mind and will of God,
which is ftyled in Scripture, eleclion; whereby, from
eternity, God, out of the love wherewith he loved us,
chofe us in Chrift before the foundation of the world.
By which choice of our perfons in Chrift, our head,
we had a virtual fublitence in him, as members in an
head : and being thus in him, we were united to him,
and had life in hiw before the world was.  Hence we
find thefe expreflions made ufe of by the Holy Ghoft
on thele {ubjedts: Chofen in bim, before the foundation
of the world: dlefled in him with all Jpivitual bleffings
predejiinated 1o the adoption of childven by Fefus Chrift ¢
accepled in the beloved,  All which are afcribed to the



A rveal Chriftian, a Man in Chrifl. 479

praife of the glory of Jemovan the Father’s grace,
Eph.i. 6. The apofile gives us a fummary of it in
thele words: Who bath faved us, and called us with an
boly calling, not accovding lo our works, tut according 1o
bis own purpsfe and grace, which was given us in Chiif}
Fefusy before the world began, 2 Tim. 1. 9. As the cletl
were iz Chryji before the world began, {o they had
being and well-being in him, fuch as they could not,
and did not lofe in time, although they fell in Adam,
their nature head, and loft all their nature purity in
him. To give the ele&t being 7z Chrifl, is the foun-
dation of all the grace they receive from Chrift their
head. They had life in him, and he received the
promife of life for them before the world began; fo
Paul declares. Ju bope of clernal life, which God 1hat
cannol lie, promifed before 1he world began, Titus 1. 2.
‘This is the high original of being 2z Chrif? : it {prings
from the infinite Jove of the effential and co-cqual
Three in the incomprehenfible Godhexd, which is
moft freely and fully fet before us in the word of
truth ; and which we are enlightened into the know-
ledge of by the Holy Spirit of truth : whele preroga-
gative royal 1t is to lead his people into all truth.
Hereby the word of 7ruik as it #s i Felus, enlightens
the mind of the regenerate, into the knowledge ¢f God,
and of the Father, and of Chrijl: in when ave lud all the
treafures of wifdom aund knowledge. To be in Chrifl ;
to be related to the perfon of Chrift, God-man; to be
one with him; to be interefted in all his communi-
cable titles, grace, and glory, is to be bleffed beyond
expreflion ; yea, beyond the uttermoft firetch of con-
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ception : and yet this hononr bave all bis faints. It
well becomes them therefore to fay to each other,
Praife ye the Lord. As all the ele@l were i Chrif
before the world was ; and out of the riches of grace
which the Eternal Three were plealed to exprels to-
wards them, they had a fupercreation union and being
i Chrifl, and thereby were predeflinated to the utter-
moft bleflednefs of well-being in him; fo they were
ordained to receive and partake of fupernatural ble{-
fings from him, and therefore they muft receive a
fupernatural birth from him, that may fuit them to
participate of the bleflings and benefits which belong
to both the flate of grace, and the ftate of glory.
This leads me, therefore,

Thirdly, to fhew how our being 7z Chriff 1s mani-
fefted by regeneration and a new creation in us.  Be-
loved, 1t 1s an important truth, and one which fhould
be preferved in the mind, and kept clear and diftin&t
in our views, in preaching, hearing, converfation,
prayer, and in all our worfhipping atls, that there is
a fecret being iz Chry}, as the ground of an open,
manifeftative being in him. The former is founded,
as hath been already declared, on the love of all the
perfons in the Godhead, to the perfons of the eleét;
out of which they were chofen in him: and which
love is the bond of union bctween the perfons in
God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoft, and
the church. The open manifeftation of this takes
place in the day of God’s power; when, according
to the fettlements of grace in the will, council, and
{ettlements of the Effential Three, the Holy Ghott is
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fent down from the Father and the Son, to take pof-
feffion of the heart, and form a veffel of mercy for
Jenovawn’s praife. Chrift, the head of the eleét, is
their life. He is the root of their regeneration, as
Adam is the root of generation. He fends down
the Holy Ghoft, who works on the foul, and pro-
duces in it a new and {piritual birth, which is alto-
gether fupernatural and divine. This new birth is
the fruit of eternal elettion, and the open difcovery
thereof. It confifts in a new and f{piritual faculty,
whereby the new-born are fitted and capacitated to
receive, know, and underftand the things of God,
and are made meet to hold and enjoy fellowfhip with
God. Regeneration produces a new creation in us.
We are born from above. We are, as the church
of England exprefles it, ¢ born into Chrit.” Or, as
Paul fays, tranflated into the kingdom of God's dear Som,
Col. i. 13. 'We have in regeneration, new and {piri-
tual faculties, fenfes, and affeétions, fuited to new, {pi-
ritual, and fupernatural objeéts and fubjeéts, which are
now revealed to us, and {et before us. We have in
regeneration, a new and [piritual underftanding given
unto us, whereby we know Chrift, and receive the
knowledge of his perfon, love, and f{alvation into our
minds, and acknowledge him to be our Lord and
our God. We have {piritual eyes with which we fee
Jelus in the glafs of the gofpel. We have {piritual
ears to hear his moft blefled voice in his word of
grace and truth. And we fay, individually, for our-
felves, it is the voice of my beloved. We have a {piri-
tual palate, fo that we tafte and relifh his love;
Ii
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and therefore fay, O fafle and fee ibat the Lord is good:
bleffed is the man that trufieth in bimy, Plalm xxxiv.
8. We bhave f[piritual bands to handle Chrift, the
word of eternal life. We have {piritual feet to walk
in him, the way to all the grace and glory of the
Father, and to run with alacrity in the way of his
holy commandments. In fatl, like as the natural
facultics and fenfes of the mind, are fuited to the
proper obje&ts and fubjefls on which they are to be
exerciled, fo the {piritual faculties and fenfes which
the regenerate are the fubjells of, are fitted and fuited
to Chrift and fpiritual things. The Lord’s people are,
in his own time, regenerated, or born again, and made
new creatures in Chrift Jeflus, that they may have the
true knowledge of God imparted to their minds, and
be favoured with a knowledge of their intereft in the
Father’s love, in the Son’s falvation, and in the graces,
pifts, and confolations of the Holy Ghoft. We are
not born again that we may have an intereft in Chrift,
and be the children of the moft high God; but we
are born again, becaufe we are 7z Chrifl, and are, by
divine predeltination, the fons and doughters of the Lord
God Almighty. Itis an inconceivable blefling to appre-
hend {piritual and immutable truth, as it 1is revealed
and flated in the Lord’s word, and to have it ftated in
our minds by the teachings of the Holy Spirit, as he
hath flated it in the word. Elettion is the foundation
of all God’s atts in Chrift towards us, in us, and
upon us. The covenant atls of the holy trinity upon
the foreviews of the fall, on the behalf of the elett,
are the original of the everlafting gofpel. The incar-
nation, life, obedience, facrifice, and death of Chrift,
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are the falvation of the ele@. He hath faved them:
and they are in him a glorious church, not baving [pot
or wrinkle, or any fuch thing. They are, in the fight of
their heavenly Father, as he beholds them 7 Chrifl,
holy, righteous, pure, and complete. The Holy
Ghoft works in them, and for them, as the eleft of
God, as the members of Chrift, a divine nature.
So faith Peter, 2 Ep. 1. 4. And it is wrought in
them by omnipotent energy, without their wills
having any thing to do with it. They are wholly
paflive in the work of regeneration. It is the immes-
diate fruit of cleflion. It is wrought in their fouls
inftantaneoufly. They cannot fay when and where
it was wrought ; but, being born again, they can give
a blefled teftimony, and fome of them a very clear
one, of what has taken place in their fouls in confe-
quence of their being regenerated. Regeneration,
or a ncw creation in us by the Spirit of the living
God, always carries its own evidence with ity that
fuch are s Chrif. We fhould ever keep our one-
nefs with Chrift apart by itfelf, and the bleffings and
benefits which follow it in their due order. Regene-
ration is not converfion. The former is the caufe,
the latter the effe€t. Regeneration is thea&t of God
towards us, and upon us. Converfion is our aft
towards God. We can never be converted to the
Lord, let us experience what we may, until we have
{o apprehended God in Chrift, as to be perfeétly fatis-
fied of his everlafting love and good will towards us,
in his beloved Son. Then, and not before, we fhall
fay, Turn thow us unto thee, O Lordy and we flall te
Ii 2
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turned. Regeneration, or a new creation in our
fouls, is the fountain and fpring of all thofe {piritual
adis which the Holy Ghoft produces inus.  He lives,
and hath his indwelling m our fouls. Hence believers
are faid to be che temple of 1le iving Cod. He puts
forth his life giving influences within us.  He draws
forth our fpiritual graces into att and exercife. He
communicates Jife and light to our fpiritual facul-
ttes, and exercifes them, and feafls and feeds them
with difcoveries of the Father’s love, and Mefliah's
finifhed falvation. The Holy Ghotft is the author of
our new birth, and of every {piritual faculty, fenfe,
and affettion contained therein. He is the root, {pring,
and life of our every fpiritual attion. He is the great
manifelter of our Being in Chrifty of our union to
him, of our intereft in him. He is plealed to begin
his work in us in regeneration ; making us new crea-
tures, and producing a new creation in our fouls.
So faith our apoftle. If any man be in Chriff be is @
new creature, 2 Cor. v. 17. A man in Chrifl, who is
openly declared to be {o, by the Lord’s effettual grace
towards him, 75 born of God—born again—be is a netw
greature.  And he is created in Chrifl Jefus unto good
works, which God bath before ordained that we fhould
walk in themy Ephel 11. 10.

I proceed, fourthly, to fhew in what way and
manner the Holy Gholt gives us evidence and proofs
thereof, It is an 1neffable blefling to know Chrift,
Many love to hear of Jefus and his falvation. Some
of you that conflantly attend upon, and are well
pleafed to hear the golpel of the bleffed God, it
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would give you real pleafure and foul fatisfattion,
could you have gofpel, real and well-grounded evi-
dence of your being interefted in the unfearchable
riches of Chrift. For your fakes 1 have taken my
prefent text, and fhall keep you in mine eyc i the
prefent head of difcourfe.  May the Lord the Spirit
help me to fpeak {o judicioully, clearly, and precifely
to the {ubjed, that you may receive and enjoy real
benefit therefrom. As to be z Chrifl is the greate
of all bleflings, becaufe fuch as are in him are the
objetts and fubjetlts of all the love of God, fo the
knowledge of perfonal intereft in Chrift, the head of
the whole eleflion of grace, is moft truly bleffed and
defirable. It fhould be remembered, that the Holy
Ghotft only can give any of us to know our real and
perfonal interelt in Immanuel. The Lord the Spirit
is moft gracioufly engaged according to the economy
cf the everlafling covenant, to teftify of Jefus, and
take of the things which are his and fhew them unto his
called ones. Blefled be his name, he enlightens their
underftandings to receive the knowledge of the perfon,
love, work, and falvation of Chrift, from the written
word ; in which Chrift is {et forth in all the fulnefs of his
grace—in all the perfeétion of his righteoufnefs—in
all the virtue and efficacy of his moft precious blood-
fhedding, with all the bleffings of his redemption. A
fpiritual apprehenfion, an intuitive perception of the
Lord Jefus Chrift, from the word, and by the Spirit,
ts the fruit of regeneration, and the belt evidence of
fpiritual life that can be given. Our Lord, fpeaking
to his Divine Father, fays, And this is life eiernal, that
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they might knose thee the only true Gody and Yefus Chrift
whom thou baff fent, John xvii. 3. ., And in the 6th
chapter of Jobn, he fays, Veriy, werily, I fay unto
youy be that believeth on me bath everlafling life.  The
former fhews and proves, that eternal life confifts n
the knowledge of the only true God, in knowing
Father, Son, and Spirit, as they have revealed their
diltin&ive perfonalities in the God-man Mediator,
and in knowing Chrilt in his office and capacity of
mediatorfhip. The latter thews in what way this is
manifefted ; it is by belicving, And our Lord pro-
nounces of fuch, that they have everlafling life.  Wow,
believing in Chrift, is not everlalting life; and yet
fuch as believe on Jefus, have everlafting life.  The
true explanation of this 1s as follows: it 1s the know-
ledge of Chrift which 1s everlafting life. In our
knowing Chrift, we have everlafting life in our minds.
And faith is the immediate cffelt of our knowledge of
the perfon and work of Chrift, and of the Father’s love
to us in him, made known unto us in the word, and
teftified unto us by the Holy Spivit.  So that as
it is the very effett of everlafting life, and {uch as
kncw Jelus, have everlalting life, our Lord there-
fore molt truly declares, He that believeth on me bath
everlafling life. He is the objett of our faith. His
word is the ground of our faith. The record and
teftimony of the Father concerning him, is the war-
rant for our believing,  The falvation of Jefus is the
fubje&t on which our faith is exercifed.  Chrift is the
immediate obje&l of our faith, By him ye believe in
God that vaifed bim from the dead, and gave bim glory,
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that your faith and bope might be in God, 1 Pet. 1. 21,
Itis a moft blefled piece of heavenly inftru€tion, which
the Holy Ghoft is moft gracioully pleafed to give his
beloved ones, to fhew and make clear to them in what
way, and by what means the falvation of Chrift is
received into their minds, and enjoyed in their hearts,
It is by faith. The word of the gofpel is fiyled #be
word of faith.  And Paul tells us, faith cometh by beay-
ing, and bearing by the word of God, Rom. x. 17. It
1s what we hcar in the preaching of the everlafting
gofpel concerning Chrift, which makes way for our
believing on him. The whole of which is fummed
up by Chrift himlelf in thefe words: God /o loved the
world, that be gave bis only begotten Son, that whofoever
belrveth on biin fbould not perifhy but bave everlafting life.
I lately received a letter from a young perfon, about
feventeen years of age, in which fhe fays, ¢ I have
¢ received Chrifly but I {ay nothing to any one about
¢ it: for I fcarce find any of the Lord’s people but
¢ think they are faved upon the footing of [omething
¢ wrought in them. I want a free, complete, and
¢ finifthed falvetion. And blefled be the Loid, in
¢ him my wants are fully {upplied. Therefore the
¢ falvation of Jefus fuits me, becaule I have nothing
“ to do with it but to believe it.” I would {et my
feal to this, for I confider it a true gofpel view of the
fubjett. Faithis the moft fimple a&t of the {piritual
mind, on, and towards our Lord Jefus Chrift. It
is fo fimple, that it cannot be defcribed any more
than theught can.  You all know what it is to think,
but who can delcribe the fimplicity of it.  You can
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fay it is the a&t of the mind, exercifed on the objeéls
and fubjetts which engage it.  So faith, after all that
we fay to fimplfy s aét and excrcife, is nothing
more nor lefs than the fpiritual mind exercifed in
thinking on Chrift.  Faith 15, 1f I may ‘o exprefs it,
{piritual thought. Our Lord himfelf fo exprefles it,
when he puts the queltion, W#hat think ye of Chrift 8
It is fo fpoken of alfo, under the idea of thought, in
the Old Teftament. Then they that feared the Lord
Spake ofien one to anoiber, and the Lord bearkened, and
beard ity and a book of remembrance was writlen lefore bim
Jor them that feared the Lovd, and ibat thought upon bis
xame, Malachi iil. 16. So that the Holy Ghoft giving
a {piritual underftanding to the new-born foul to know
Chrift, and enlightening the renewed mind into a
fupernatural apprehenfion of him, Chrift is thereby
received into the mind, and enjoyed in the heart ;
and thus Chrift is in us the hope of glory. Hereby
alfo we have evidence and proof of our perfonal
intereflt in Jelus, and know that we belong unto, and
are partakers of Chrilt, becaufe we have a true know-
ledge of him in our minds, and real fellowthip with
him in our hearts, through the word, and by the
Spirit, in believing.  And thus we clearly under-
ftand the apoftle, when he fays, 2¢ are a/lihe children
of God, by faith in Chrift Jefus, Gal. iti. 26, Chrifl’s
dwelling in our hearts by faith, and our faith exercifed
in beholding him, and iaking in believing fights and
apprehenfions of him, brings always its own evidence
with it, that we are in him, and in his way; and, by
this means, the Holy Ghoft gives us evidence and
proofs thereof.
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I come, laftly, to f{peak of the bleffednefls and
fruits of this. With refpe& to the bleffednels of
being in Chrift, of knowing that we are in him, it
can never be fully conceived on earth, nor perfettly
comprehended in heaven. Yet here below, we, who
are favoured with but a glimpfe of it, and have a real
fenfe and enjoyment of it, find it exceeds all we can
poflibly exprefs. We find the knowledge of Chrift
to be a perfeft antidote againft all the miferies of
life, a fhield to protett againft the fears of death, and
a {pring of endlels confolation. And to know this
Jefus to be ours it increafes our joy in him, it caufes
us to make our boaft in his name, and to triumph in
his praife. Yea, we aim at it again and again,~—to
make his praile glorious. The knowledge of Chrift,
and intereft in him, are, in our views, realities of
infinite worth, of inexpreflible moment.  The apofile
John fays, for himfelf znd other believers, We kunow
that the Son of God is come, and bath siven us an unders
Slanding that we may know bin that is true : and we are in
bim that is truey even in bis Son Fefus Chril. 1 Johnv. 2o,
To know him that is true, and to know that we are in
him that is tree, is the fountain and fpring of everlafting
confolation.  Believers, you thould never {uffer this
to be called in queftion.  You fhould always main-
tain your confidence in Chrift by faith in his word and
work.  Every {piritual breathing of mind after Jefus,
is a proof of your intereflt in him., Heredy know we,
faith John, ¢hat e dwell in bim, and be in us, becaufe
be bath given us of bis Spirit, 1 Johniv. 13. Your
eltimation of the perfon of Chrift is the very fruit of
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your knowledge of him. Your high prizing of the
blood and rightecoufnefs of Chrift, is the real effeét of
the views you have had of the confummate worth,
perfetlion, and excellency of the Saviour’s work in
the light of faith. As fure as Chrift i1s precious to
you, and hath the fupreme place in your heart, fo
fure he dwelleth in you.  And you would not delight
yourfelves in him, if the Holy Spirit had not taken
ol the things of Chrift, and fhewed you his glory. I
will therefore fay, if you cannot live without thinking
on Chrift, without worfhipping him, {peaking of him,
and converfing with him, you are {piritual perfons,
ye are born of the Spirit,  This being the fruit of your
knowing Chrift, ftudy him. Think, fpeak, and con-
fider deeply in your own {ouls, on your ble{fednefs
in him. Live, O live, in a continual dependence on
him. Put your every concern into his hands. Caft
your every care on him. And be affured, that when
Chrift your life fhall appear, ye thall alfo appear with
him in glory. May the Lord the Spirit blefls this
feeble attempt to honour Chrift, and inftruét you:
and to Father, Son, and Spirit, all the glory fhall
be alcribed now and for ever. Amen.

FINIS.
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